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Just  (86emet)i)  Jie  who  is  first  with  his  pleading ; 
But  then  c(»neth  his  neighbour  and  searcheth  him. 

Paov.  18.  17. 
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OPINIONS. 


The  following  are  extracts  from  opinioDfl  that  hare  been  received 
regarding  Part  I.  of  this  volome  :— 

From  Th«  Bioht  Hoh,  W.  E.  GLADSTONB  : 

"  Rer.  and  Dear  Sir, 

"I  thank  you  sinoerely  for  yonr  criticism  of  Wellhausen,  whose 
works,  on  a  rather  slight  acquaintance,  I  have  all  along  mistrusted. 

*'  But  unless  your  searching  inquiry  can  be  answered  and  yonr  statements 
eonfuted,  his  character,  both  literary  and  theological,  is  destroyed ;  at  least 
for  all  those  who  haye  profited  by  your  investigation. 

"  And  he  has  been  set  up  as  our  g^ide  in  the  Encycloptsdia  Britannica  ! 

"  I  am  very  desirous  to  know  how  long  your  criticism  has  been  publishetl, 
so  that  I  may  know  whether  he  has  had  the  opportunity  of  reply :  a  task  in 
which  he  is  not  to  be  envied. 

"  I  remain,  Rev.  and  dear  Sir, 

"  Yonr  very  faithful  and  obedient, 

"W.  B.  Gladstonb." 

From  Thb  Right  Rbv.  C.  J.  ELLICOTT,  DJ).,  LL.D.,  Bishop  of 
Gloucester  and  Bristol: 

"...  Your  counter-argument  is  very  strong  and  clear.  In  f^,  as  I 
read  the  first  paper,  I  wondered  what  answer  your  opponent  could  pos- 
sibly make.  My  hope  now  is  that  the  movement  has  received  a  decided 
check,  ,  .  ." 

From  Pbopbssob  A.  H.  SAYCE,  D.D.,  LL.D.  (Oxford) : 

"  I  am  just  returned  to  England,  and  have  been  reading  your  articles  on 
Wellhausen  with  the  deepest  interest.  I  hope  they  will  form  the  nucleus  of 
a  larger  work.  It  is  the  first  time  that  the  pretensions  and  assertions  of 
the  Prolegomena  have  been  thoroughly,  critically,  and  dispassionately 
examined,  and  I  confess  that  the  result  surprises  me.  Wellhausen  and  his 
followers  speak  so  confidently,  and  proceed  so  naively  to  build  upon  the 
assertions  they  make,  as  if  there  was  no  possibility  of  questioning  them. 
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that  sr^  have  been  apt  to  take  it  for  granted  that  the  assertions  are— at  all 
events  for  the  most  part — founded  upon  &ct.  Your  critical  examination  of 
a  single  point  in  the  Prolegomena — a  point,  however,  of  the  highest  im- 
portance to  the  WellhaujBSQ  school — has  proved  that,  on  the  contrary,  they 
are  founded  merely  on  Carman  '  subjectivity.'  The  sooner  this  is  brought 
home  to  the  mind  of  the  general  public  the  better." 

From  Profbssor  ROBERT  WATTS,  D.D.,  LL.D.  {Beffagi) : 

"  I  have  delayed,  all  too  long,  the  acknowledgment  of  your  great  kind- 
ness in  sending  me  your  very  valuable  and  most  instructive  articles  on 
Wellhausen's  Prolegomena,  I  have  read  them  with  deep  interest,  and  profit 
as  well.  I  believe  you  have,  by  the  publication  of  these  articles,  rendered 
a  timely  service  to  divine  truth You  have  exposed  the  utter  reck- 
lessness of  Wellhausen's  assaults  upon  the  Inspired  Record.  You  have 
shown  that  while  he  calls  in  question  the  veracity  and  authority  of  all 
those  portions  that  are  subversive  of  his  baseless  theory,  he  has  no 
hesitation  in  accepting  the  testimony  of  the  writer  he  has  denounced  as 
untrustworthy,  whenever  he  can  find  a  passage  that  seems  to  give  support 
to  his  critical  dogmatism.  •  .  ." 

From  Pbotbssob  JAMES  ROBERTSON,  D.D.  (Qlaegow ;  Author  of 
•♦  Early  Religion  of  hrael ") : 

"...  It  was  indeed  a  great  pleasure  to  see  your  papers.  I  have  read 
them  with  great  delight.  I  have  been  looking  for  some  one  to  take  up  that 
line  of  patient  inductive  proof,  and  you  have  the  necessary  qualifications  for 
the  task.  Just  go  on  as  you  are  doing.  ...  I  admire  your  courage :  and 
I  admire  still  more  your  ability." 

From  The  Right  Rbv.  R.  H.  STORY,   D.D.   {Moderator  of  General 
Assembly  of  Church  qf  Scotland) : 

" ....  I  wish  to  thank  you  for  your  dressing  of  Wellhausen.  You 
have  taken  him  thoroughly  to  pieces  and  exposed  his  pretentiousness  in 
a  way  which  would  confound  any  one  but  a  '  Higher  Critic'  But  dogmatic 
self-sati^action  is  the  badge  of  sdl  their  tribe." 

From  The  Vkby  Rev.  A.  K.  H.  BOYD,  D.D.,  LL.D.  (St.  Andrew's) : 

" ....  I  have  eiyoyed  the  bright  and  incisive  way  in  which  you  have 
gone  for  Wellhausen.  As  far  as  I  can  judge,  you  have  made  mince-meat 
of  him." 
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PREFACE. 


TF  the  object,  aimed  at  by  this  volume,  were  attained, 
-*-  it  would  certainly  go  a  considerable  way  towards  a 
very  appreciable  resolving  of  one  of  the  keenest  per- 
plexitieSjby  which  the  Bible  student  has  been  bewildered, 
in  quite  recent  years.  Hius  the  ordinary,  and  venerable, 
belief,  regarding  the  Old  Testament  Canon,  become  an 
antiquated  fable  ?  Has  the  world  hitherto  been  ''  enter- 
taining foi^rs  unawares"?  And  have  the  Law  and 
the  History  of  Judaism,  as  the  nineteenth  century  is 
closing,  to  begin,  for  the  first  time,  to  have  their  true 
foundations  laid,  and  their  uprising,  to  a  true  completion, 
indicated  ? 

The  most  recent  (and,  as  many  would  fain  style  it,  the 
reigning)  representation,  on  this  head,  is  that  the  Jewish 
Law,  as  we  now  have  it  (the  "Law  of  Moses,"  as  it 
is  familiarly  styled),  was  not  only  unknown  to  Israel, 
when  they  crossed  the  Jordan,  but  continued  to  be  un- 
known to  them,  while  their  most  memorable  national 
experiences,  under  all  the  Judges,  and  \mder  all  the 
Bangs,  were  being  successively  gone  through.  They  had 
three  Laws :  but  the  earliest,  and  most  rudimentary,  of 
the  three  was  never  heard  of,  till  five  or  six  centuries 
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after  Moses;  and  the  full-blown  Law  appeared,  other 
five  centuries  later  still,  and  is  more  the  Law  of  Ezra 
than  the  Law  of  Moses.  Between  the  two  was  promul- 
gated Deuteronomy,  which  had  only  a  precarious  es- 
tablishment for  some  twenty  years,  before  the  Babylbnish 
Captivity  began. 

It  is  well  known  that  this  view  has  been  proclaimed, 
with  the  utmost  confidence,  and  from  some  of  the  most 
trusted  quarters,  as  a  clear,  and  un-impeachable,  result, 
reached  by  the  methods  of  true  "science,"  and  of  "Higher 
Criticism."  *  The  late  editor  of  the  Encydopcedia 
B'ritannica  (whose  still  recent  removal  evoked  so  very 
wide  regret)  was  necessarily  representative  enough  of 
much  of  our  foremost  theological  thought,  and  it  may 
almost  be  described,  as  his  legacy  to  his  age,  the  as* 
surance  that  "  the  key  to  the  right  understanding  of 
the  history  of  Israel "  (as  he  called  it)  has  not  yet  been, 
for  a  quarter  of  a  century,  in  our  hands,  and  that  "THE 
FIRST  complete  and  sustained  argument,"  establishing 
that  "key,"  was  laid  before  English  readers,  when  he 


*  It  is  to  be  regretted  that  these  terms  have  almost  got  flxed  into  a  very  narrow 
and  unwarranted  usage.  If  the  settling  of  the  mere  text  of  Scripture  be  the  "  lower 
criticism/'  then  the  due  weighing  of  the  Tarious  considerations,  (hat  go  to  settle  its 
age  and  signiflcanoe,  constitutes  the  "higher  criticism."  In  this,  the  original,  and 
warrantable,  aspect  of  the  terms,  such  a  work  as  Paley's  Hora  Paulina  may 
possibly  be  prized,  as  a  valuable  product  of  "higher  criticism,*'  long  after  Well* 
hausen's  Prolegomena  has  ceased  to  be  read.  It  is  a  method,  or  a  sphere,  of 
investigation,  and  not  a  special  set  of  resyXts,X\^i  the  term  "higher  criticism ''^ 
j[^roperly  denotes.  Our  volume  do^  not  aim  at  anything  so  absurd  as  tilting  against 
a  true  " science,"  or  "criticism":  its  aim  is  to  show  that  almost  every  page  of  the 
Prolegomena  is  an  utter  mis-use,  and  an  utter  turning  to  folly,  of  legitimate  princi- 
ples of  "higher  criticism."  But,  in  view  of  current  usage,  and  if  we  were  to  write 
to  be  understood,  it  was  almost  a  necessity  to  employ  "  Higher  Critics  "  to  denote 
the  recent  sect  of  monopolists,  or  of  critical  Pharisees.  Their  more  proper  designa- 
tion would  be  " ImagintUionist  Critics'  :  They  are  "higher"  than  others, solely 
through  building  their  critical  castles  "  in  the  air,**  instead  of  on  terra  Jlrma, 
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introdaced  to  them  Wellhausen's  Prolegomena  to  the 
History  of  Israel,  In  his  brief  Preface  to  that  English 
Translation,  he  announces  that  Wellhausen  has,  at  last, 
**  set  all  Old  Testament  problems  in  a  new  light "  (p.  vi), 
that  what  was  formerly  *'  the  twisted  skein  of  Jewish 
tradition''  has  now  been  successfully  passed,  by  Well- 
hausen,  through  "a  very  delicate  and  complicated  process 
of  disentangling"  (p»  viii),  and  that  Wellhausen's  demon- 
strated, and  true,  view  of  Jewish  Law  and  History  may 
now  "  be  presented,  in  a  comparatively  simple  form,  and 
justified  even  to  the  general  reader  "  (p.  viii)»  We  are 
told  that  the  investigation  cost  Wellhausen  many  an 
**  operation  of  special  scholarship,"  but  that  the  Prolego- 
mena presents  the  gracious  issue  of  his  toil,  in  a  form 
which  "  every  one  can  understand,  and  ought  to  try  to 
master "  (p.  ix).  Now,  ''for  the  first  tvme"  may  the 
English  public  be  emancipated  from  ''a  false  idea,"  and 
from  "  false  presuppositions  *' :  now,  for  the  first  time, 
may  "the  plain  natural  sense  of  the  old  history,"  and 
"a  new  view  of  the  history  of  the  Law,"  be  made 
available,  "  in  a  way  which  is  full  of  interest,"  for  "the 
mass  of  Bible  readers"  (pp/vi-ix). 

Under  the  influence  of  such  warm  encomia,  from  such 
a  gifted  guide  (and  the  learning  of  linguistics  and  logic 
at  the  same  northern  alma  mater,  and  about  the  same 
period,  as  he,  might  have  helped  to  similarity  in  o\ir 
methods),  we  first  opened  the  Prolegomena:  but  the 
result  is  that  our  estimate  of  it  is  wide  as  the  poles 
asimder  from  that  which  has  just  been  quoted.  We 
find  in  it  a  never-ending  tissue  of  assumptions,  and  of 
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dogmatic  revelations,  but  we  hardly  ever  come  on  a 
grain  of  solid  proof,  on  which  to  rest  them  :  we  find  a 
profession,  to  found  on  Jewish  History,  associated  with 
a  claim  to  mutilate,  and  contradict,  that  history  (without 
a  shred  of  proof)  at  will :  we  find  the  theories  so  loosely 
constructed,  that  it  is  a  constant  experience  to  be  able  to 
confute  one  page  by  a  contrary  page,  not  far  off:  we  find 
the  origination  of  three  contradictory  Israelitish  Laws 
(which  is  the  grand  alleged  demonstration,  achieved 
by  Wellhausen's  Part  I.,  and  which  is  the  main  topic 
discussed  in  our  present  volume)  to  be  an  absolutely 
un-proved,  and  an  utterly  improbable.  Imagination :  and 
we  find  his  sweeping  away  of  "  a  false  idea,"  and  his 
revolutionising  of  a  whole  Canon,  to  leave  the  delivery 
of  the  Jewish  Law  (moral,  ritualistic,  and  social),  in  a 
pre-Joshuan  age,  practically  un-touched  by  all  he  haa 
written.  It  may  be  noted  that  the  editor  of  the  Ency- 
clopcedia  presents  Wellhausen  to  us,  as  a  labourer  in  a 
"  historical  criticism,"  which  he  describes  as  "  a  compara- 
tively modem  science,"  and  whose  characteristic,  hitherto, 
has  been,  that  previous  labourers  in  it  have  "made  manp 
false  and  uncertain  steps "  (p.  viii) :  he  holds,  however, 
that  Wellhausen's  experience  contrasts  with  theirs,  and 
that  Tiow  "  THE  TRUTH  has  been  reached  "  (p.  viii).  We 
incline  to  agree  with  his  estimate  of  some  previous 
labourers,  but  we  cannot  agree  that  Wellhausen  has  ciU 
himself  off,  as  by  cataclysm,  from  the  "historical  critics" 
who  preceded  him:  on  the  contrary,  he  has,  in  our  view, 
with  most  evolutionary  faithfulness,  prolonged  their 
"  moMy  false  and  uncertain  stepa"    The  fact,  that  we 
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thus  have  a  true  evohution  on  our  side,  may  be  some 
counterpoise  to  the  great  fame  of  the  Editor  of  the 
Encyclopcedia,  which  it  is  our- misfortune  to  have 
against  us! 

Throughout  our  volume,  be  its  worth  what  it  may, 
there  will  not  be  found  a  single  appeal  to  fames  of 
editors,  nor  to  views  of  individual  critics,  nor  to  autho- 
rity, which  the  decisions  of  whole  churches  should  cany. 
One  of  our  greatest  attractions,  towards  giving  to  Well- 
hausen's  pages  the  severe  study,  which  we  have  done,  is 
his  absolute  discarding  of  mere  authority,  in  the  investi- 
gation, which  he  conducts :  he  never  once  seeks  victory, 
under  the  shadow  of  a  great  name :  he  never  once 
(after  his  brief  Introduction)  cumbers  even  half  a  page, 
with  stringing  off  the  successive  opinions  of  others :  he 
leaves  the  mere  scissors-work  of  literature  to  other 
hands,  and  he  offers  to  prove  his  whole  case,  from  a 
critical,  and  independent,  survey  of  the  Records  of  Scrip- 
ture. The  reply,  which  we  offer,  is  on  the  same  footing ; 
it  is,  from  first  to  last,  an  attempt  to  show,  on  critical 
grounds,  and  on  these  exclv^ivelyy  that  his  positions  are 
absolutely  untenable. 

We  do  not  profess,  in  this  volume,  to  have  entered, 
exhaustively,  on  the  whole  contents  of  the  Prolegomena 
(which  itself,  in  its  English  Translation,  is  an  amalgam 
of  three  works).  Our  plan  has  been  to  begin  at  its 
beginning,  and  deal,  straight  on,  with  its  successive 
reasonings,  through  chapters,  which  Wellhausen  himself 
acknowledges  to  more  than  contain  his  "whole  position." 
And  we  think  every  reader  will  feel  that  a  plethora  of 
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instances  of  Wellhansen's  critieal  dexterity  has  thus 
been  presented,  whereby  to  settle  whether  his  ^new 
view"  is  "  the  truth,"  or--an  Irnagiifiation.  The  axgu- 
ment  is  not  ex  una  disce  omnea,  but  rather  ex  perm/iUtis 
disce  reliquos.  And  we  would  be  quite  ready  to  treat 
the  rdiquoe  {viz.  "Feasts,"  and  "PriesteC"  and  "  Tithes ">, 
in  the  same  way  as  we  have  here  treated  "  Sanctuary," 
and  •'Sacrifice" — only  that  the  present  volume  would 
probably  render  future  discussions  briefer. 

Our  present  volume  is  not  an  investigation  into  one 
special  Book  of  Scripture,  but  rather  an  investigation 
into  one  fundamental  topic,  so  far  as  the  ramifications 
of  that  topic  present  themselves  throughout  the  various 
Books,  whether  legal,  or  historical,  or  prophetical  The 
aim  is  to  give  the  Bible  student  a  lucid,  and  conclusive, 
testrwhether  the  dis*niemberment  of  the  Mosaic  legisla- 
tion,into  three  diverse  Codes,  harmonises  with  the  contents 
of  the  Codes  themselves,  or  with  the  glimpses,  which  the 
Historians  aflford  us,  of  Israel's  worship,  or  with  any 
references  to  that  worship,  in  the  lofty  denunciations  of 
the  Prophets.  Critically,  this  is  the  question  of  the 
hour:  that  dis-memberment  is  "THE  modem  view" 
(p.  viii),  and  "is  what  the  new  school  of  Pentateuch 
criticism  undertakes  to  prove"  (p.  viii):  it  is,  on  the 
other  hand,  what  this  volume  confidently  charges  with 
being  an  v/nsupported  Imagination. 

The  book  is  intended  for  the  ordinary  English  reader, 
and  claims  from  hinf  not  the  slightest  special  share  in 
Hebrew  scholarship.  Where  Hebrew  words  occur,  they 
are  given  in  corresponding  English  letters,  and  the 
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armament,  is  so  ccHistmeted,  thAt  even  an  elementaiy 
knowledge  cl  Hebrew  grammatical  forms  is  never 
needed  The  current  jeers,  about  the  explosion  of  Tra- 
ditionalism, are  not  confined  to  circles  of  erudition,  they 
permeate  the  homeliest,  and  most  widely-read,  of  our 
serials,  and  (apprqfHriately  enough)  they  even  enter  the 
d(»fiain  of  popular  ''fiction":  our  reply  is  not  one  for 
dergymen,  and  for  scholars,  only,  but  one,  which  the  com- 
paratively unlearned,  (me  which  many  an  intelligent 
leader,  in  our  working  men's  unions,  is  quite  competent 
to  master.  Christianity  is,  emphatically,  for  the  eoTnmon 
people;  and  this  treatise  re-echoes  the  aim  of  the 
Prolegomena,  to  be  "for  the  mass  of  Bible-readers'* 
(p.  ix).  Its  preface  says  further :  "  The  present  volume 
gives  the  English  reader,  for  the  first  tvme,  an  oppor- 
tunity to  form  his  own  judgment  on  questions  which  are 
within  the  scope  of  ant  one  who  reads  the  English  Bible 
ca/refully,  and  is  able  to  think  clearly,  and  without 
prejudice,  about  its  contents'*  (p.  vii).  We  cordially 
adopt  such  an  aim  as  our  own.  We  offer  manifold 
proofs  (in  considering  which,  we  will  be  as  glad  of  the 
common  people,  as  of  the  scholar,  for  umpire)  that  it  is 
only  he,  "  who  reads  the  English  Bible  carelessly,'*  that 
is  in  the  slightest  danger  of  being  taken  in  by  the 
Prolegomena,  and  that  any  approach  to  "  thinking  with^ 
out  prejudice**  is  hardly  ever  to  be  found  oifits  pages. 
As  a  further  aid  to  the  ordinary  reader,  we  have  given 
Wellhausen's  views,  as  they  are  successively  criticised,  in 
large,  and  exact,  quotations  of  his  own  worda  If,  there- 
fore, the  Bible  student  should  feel  that  he  gets  the 
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antidote,  it  is  not  because  we  conceal  the  bane  :  for  the 
opfKjsing  views  are  placed,  with  equal  prominence  and 
fulness,  before  him. 

The  only  other  circumstance,  we  need  advert  to,  is  that 
the  first  (and  much  briefer)  of  the  two  Parts,  into  which 
the  book  is  divided,  originally  appeared,  as  ^  series  of 
contributions  to  The  Thinker  magazine,  and  has  thus 
already  appealed  to  a  wide  variety  of  readers.  One 
advantage,  resulting  from  this,  is  that  we  have  been 
able  to  prefix  certain  weighty,  and  very  decided,  opinions, 
which  Part  L  has  called  forth.  The  strong  conviction, 
indicated  by  Mr.  Gladstone,  that  (unless  a  hitherto 
un-attempted  refutation  is  forthcoming)  "  Wellhausen's 
character,  both  literary  and  theological,  is  destroyed,"  will 
perhaps  be  enough  to  ensure  a  respectful  hearing,  even 
from  those  "Higher  Critics,"  who  are  most  effectuaUy 
cased  in  that  triple  steel  of  dogmatism,  which  is  their 
almost  unfailing,  if  unconscious,  covering.  It  will  be 
observed  that  other  writers,  whose  names  are  as  "  house- 
hold words,"  are  equally  un-reserved  in  commendatioa 
And  we  are  not  aware  that  the  other  side  have,  to  the 
slightest  extent,  entered  fimy where  on  the  "task  of 
reply"  at  which, Mr.  Gladstone  considers,  they  are  " not 
to  be  envied."*  There  is  one  remark,  by  Professor 
Sayce,   which   we  venture   to  think   will  recur,   with 

*  The  pages  of  The  Thinker  were  freely  opened  by  the  editor  for  both  tides  of  any 
topic  discussed.  What  appeared  in  one  month  was  often  replied  to,  with  much 
fulness,  in  the  next ;  and  such  replies  were  regularly  invited  "on  any  of  the  opinions 
contained  in  the  pages  of  the  magazine."  It  is  not  for  as  to  copy  the  conceit  of 
the  "  new  school/'  and  say  that  they  felt  no  reply  to  be  possible ;  they  may  merely 
hare  thought  us  beneath  their  notice.  We  only  note  the  fact  that,  while  the 
editor  generously  accorded  much  prominence^  and  space,  throughout  four  months, 
to  our  articles,  no  counter-argument  appeared.  And  we  are  quite  unaware  whether 
Wellhausen  was,  at  the  time,  a  reader  of  The  Thinker, 
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extreme  frequency,  to  every  reader  of  our  pages :  "Well- 
hausen  and  his  followers  speak  so  confidently,  and 
proceed  so  naively  to  build  upon  the  assertions  they 
make  as  if  there  was  no  possibility  of  questioning  them, 
that  we  have  been  apt  to  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
assertions  are — at  all  events  for  the  most  part — founded 
upon  fact."  The  illustrations  will  be  found  even  much 
more  plentiful  in  Part  II.,  than  they  were  in  Part  I., 
that  their  "  assertions,"  instead  of  being  "  founded  upon," 
are  utterly  inconsistent  with,  "  fact."  Profeasor  Sayce 
remarks  that  the  result  of  Part  I.  **  surprises  "  him  ;  and 
such  an  acknowledgment  seems  to  render  it  natural  that 
we  say  that  the  volume,  which  we  now  offer  to  the 
public,  is  the  result  of  a  study  of  the  Prolegomena,  of 
the  most  rigorous  and  pensevering  kind,  and  also  that  it 
embraces  the  exhibition  of  many  (as  ive  think  them) 
weaknesses,  and  contradictions,  in  Wellhausen's  positions, 
which,  so  far  as  our  reading  has  extended,  have  not 
hitherto  been  urged  against  him. 

W.  L  B 

Camebon  Makse, 

November,  1895. 
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EXPLANATORY. 


The  following  Chapters,  which  constitute  Part  I.,  appeared 
originally  as  a  series  of  four  articles  in  The  Thinker  magazine, 
for  November  and  December  1893,  and  for  March  and  April  1894. 
They  appeared  under  the  title,  "One  God,  One  Sanctuary:  Is 
Wellhausen  right  P"  and  they  are  here  incorporated,  with  the 
kind  permission  of  the  publishers  of  the  magazine.  The  chief 
change  is  that  the  third  and  fourth  articles  are  joined  as  one  in 
Chapter  III.,  an  arrangement  which  the  exigencies  of  space 
did  not  permit  when  they  were  appearing  in  The  Thinker,  For 
the  same  reason,  a  few  extracts  from  Wellhausen  are  given  as 
"Notes"  at  the  close,  whose  incorporation  would  have  been 
rather  cumbrous  on  the  pages  of  the  magazine. 
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CHAPTER   I. 

ONE  TBMPLB  ON  ZION — ONB  TABBRNACLB  AT  SHILOH. 

WE  porpoee,  in  the  three  followmg  chapters,  to  canvass  the 
evidence  offered  by  Welihausen  for  the  views  pro- 
pounded in  Chapter  I.  of  his  Prolegomena  to  the  History  of  Israel, 
He  entitles  this  chapter  "  The  Place  of  "Worship,"  and  he  con- 
ducts the  argument  in  a  manner  to  make  it  quite  independent 
of  the  arguments  and  conclusions  in  the  chapters  that  follow :  it 
therefore  lends  itself  very  readily  to  exclusive  treatment.  Not 
only  so,  but  he  himself  proclaims  the  positions,  which  he 
attempts  to  prove  in  this  first  chapter,  to  be  the  most  important 
and  fundamental  in  the  wbole  book.  His  words  are  :  "  My 
whole  position  is  contained  in  my  first  chapter :  there  I  have 
placed  in  a  clear  light  that  which  is  of  such  importance  for 
Israelite  history,  namely,  the  part  taken  by  the  prophetical  party 
in  the  great  metamorphosis  of  the  worship,  which  by  no  means 
came  about  of  itself  "  (p.  868).*  Welihausen  himself  thus  leads 
us  to  attach  overwhelming  importance  to  his  "  first  chapter  " : 
nothing  should  be  unwarrantably  assumed,  nothing  essential 
should  lean  except  on  the  strongest  evidence — ^f or  his  "  whole 
position  "  is  at  stake. 

What  he  endeavours  to  establish  is  that  the  idea  of  "  One 
God,  One  Sanctuary"  was  never  heard  of  in  Israel  till  the  reign 
of   Josiah,  and  that  it  was  never  firmly  and  permanently 

*  The  quotations  throughout  are  from  the  English  translation  of  the  Prolegomena, 
published  by  Messrs.  A.  and  0.  Black,  Bdinbuigb. 

A  2 
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embodied  in  the  nation's  practice  till  their  return  from  the  Exile 
in  Babylon.  If  he  cannot  prove  this,  then,  by  his  own  admis- 
sion, his  whole  edifice  of  critical  history  becomes  a  ruin.  Now, 
while  we  are  unconvinced  by  his  reasoning,  it  would  be 
impossible  to  acknowledge  too  warmly  the  fairness  of  the 
method  of  investigation  which  he  is  professedly  to  follow.  He 
is  to  take  nothing  for  granted ;  he  is  to  be  guided  solely  by 
the  contents  of  the  historical  and  legal  documents  of  the  Old 
Testament  themselves.  First,  he  will  take  the  history,  and 
demonstrate  three  clearly-marked  stages  of  development  in  the 
views  of  Israel  regarding  centralisation  of  worship.  Then  he 
will  take  the  legal  enactments,  and  demonstrate  that  they  con- 
sist of  three  separate  codes,  of  diverse  authorship  and  widely- 
sundered  dates,  and  that  these  three  codes  contain  regulations 
as  to  the  place  of  worship  precisely  coincident  with  the  three 
stages  of  the  nation's  practice  as  already  historically  fixed.  If 
he  can  soberly  and  fairly  conduct  such  a  demonstration,  his 
method  is  unexceptionable,  and  his  conclusion  most  important. 
Our  complaint  is  that,  instead  of  demonstration,  he  treats 
us  mainly  to  unsupported  assertion,  and  to  ignoring  of  the 
history. 

Reserving  for  subsequent  treatment  other  characteristics  of 
his  Chapter  I.,  we  shall  first  notice,  what  we  think  can  be 
easily  made  emphatic,  that  his  views  are  at  diametric  variance 
with  the  evidence  of  the  witnesses  on  whom  he  starts  with 
promising  to  rely.  In  settling  the  law  and  practice  of  Israel- 
itish  worship,  he  is  to  be  guided  by  references  thereto  in  the 
historical  and  prophetical  books  of  Scripture.  We  venture  to 
urge  that  nothing  could  be  less  readily  demonstrated  from 
these  books  than  the  notion  that  a  central  sanctuary  was  utterly 
unthought  of  in  Israel  till  the  days  of  Josiah.  There  is  a  most 
familiar  threefold  embodiment  of  a  central  sanctuary,  which 
cannot,  without  the  most  signal  violence,  be  eradicated  from 
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these  books.  "We  refer  to  the  Temple  on  Zion,  to  the  house  of 
God  in  Shiloh,  and  to  the  tabernacle  erected  in  the  wilderness. 
It  is  only  by  repudiating  and  revolutionising,  instead  of  by 
honouring  and  acquiescing  in,  the  statements  of  Scriptural 
writers,  that  these  three  impediments  in  Wellhausen's  path  can 
be  got  quit  of.    Let  us  look  at  each  in  turn. 

I. 

The  statement  that  no  central  sanctuary  was  ever  thought  of 
till  Josiah's  reign  is  surely  in  startling  disagreement  with  the 
freely  acknowledged  fact  that  the  splendid  Temple  of  Solomon 
had  been  erected  on  Zion  some  four  centuries  before. 

Without  quoting,  meantime,  from  the  author  of  the  Books  of 
Chronicles,  whose  most  unhesitating  statements  Wellhausen  has 
no  scruple  in  deriding  as  false,  it  is  made  abundantly  clear,  by 
the  authors  of  the  Books  of  Samuel  and  Kings,  that  the  Temple 
was  designed  as  a  glorious  centre,  towards  which  the  worship  of 
all  Israel  might  converge.  When  David  brings  up  the  Ark  of 
God  to  Zion,  it  is  no  mere  local  ceremony,  but  one  in  which 
'^  all  the  house  of  Israel  *'  (2  Sam.  6.  15)  are  interested  and 
represented.  And  when  he  proposes  to  Nathan  that  a  suitable 
dwelling  should  at  last  be  erected  for  so  venerated  a  symbol  of 
(Jod's  presence,  the  proposal  is  dealt  with  as  involving  no 
necessary  limitation  to  Judah,  but  as  one  which  "  any  out  of 
the  tribes  of  Israel,  whom  I  commanded  to  feed  My  people 
Israel "  (2  Sam.  7. 7)  might,  in  any  past  age  since  the  Conquest, 
have  as  reasonably  preferred.  And,  when  the  Temple  comes  to 
be  built,  it  is  not  the  men  of  Judah  who  alone  build  it,  or 
derive  benefit  from  it :  it  is  by  "  a  levy  out  of  all  Israel,  and 
the  levy  was  thirty  thousand  men,  and  Solomon  sent  them  to 
Lebanon"  (1  Kings  6. 13),  that  the  materials  are  obtained  : 
God's  promise  "concerning  this  house  which  thou  art  in 
building,"  is  that  all  Israel  shall  be  blessed  by  His  residence  in 
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it,  **I  will  dwell  among  the  children  of  Israel,  and  will  not 
forsake  My  people  Israel "  (1  Kings  6. 12, 13) :  when  the  dedi- 
cation takes  place,  Judah  is  not  even  specially  named,  it  is  'Hhe 
elders  of  Israel,  and  all  the  heads  of  the  tribes,  the  princes  of 
the  fathers'  houses  of  the  children  of  Israel "  (1  Kings  8. 1), 
whom  Solomon  assembles :  it  is  "  when  Thy  people  Israel  pray 
toward  this  place,"  and  not  toward  any  other  spot  in  Palestine, 
that  they  are  to  be  heard,  and  forgiven,  and  delivered  out  of 
ail  their  troubles :  nay,  even  distant  nations  are  to  hear  and 
acknowledge  Zion  to  be  the  glorious  central  residence  of 
Jehovah,  "  the  stranger  that  is  not  of  Thy  people  Israel,  when 
he  shall  come  out  of  a  far  country  for  Thy  name's  sake  .... 
when  he  shall  come  and  pray  toward  this  house ;  hear  Thou  in 
heaven  Thy  dwelling-place,  and  do  according  to  all  that  the 
stranger  calleth  upon  Thee  for;  that  all  the  peoples  of  the 
earth  may  know  Thy  name  to  fear  Thee,  as  doth  Thy  people 
Israel,  and  that  they  may  know  that  this  house  which  I  have 
built  is  called  by  Thy  name "  (1  Kings  8.  41-43) :  and  when 
the  assembled  congregation  of  all  Israel  have  been  sent  away, 
the  seal  of  Divine  acceptance  on  the  dedication  is  thus  con- 
veyed, "  I  have  hallowed  this  house  which  thou  hast  built  to 
put  Mj  name  there  for  ever ;  and  Mine  eyes  and  Mine  heart 
shall  be  there  perpetually  "  (1  Kings  9.  3).  By  what  language 
could  it  have  been  more  emphatically  proclaimed  that  the 
Temple  was  established  as  a  central  sanctuary  for  all  Israel 
hundreds  of  years  before  Josiah  was  born  ?  "We  need  not 
argue  as  to  the  meaning  to  be  attached  to  the  above  language, 
for  Wellhausen  attaches  the  same  meaning  to  it  as  ourselves ; 
he  acknowledges  that  the  author  of  the  Books  of  Kings  r^rds 
the  Temple  as  "in  its  nature  unique,"  as  erected  not  from 
political,  but  from  religious,  motives,  and  as  invested  with  a 
sacredness  and  exclusiveness,  with  which  none  of  all  Israel's 
"  other  holy  places  "  might  compete. 
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How,  then,  does  he  get  quit  of  the  above  view  of  the 
Temple,  embedded  so  ineradicably  (as  one  woold  think)  in 
the  Scriptnre  history  ?  It  seems  to  ns  that  he  gets  quit  of  it 
in  two  ways,  (1)  by  a  bold  assertion,  and  (2)  by  a  contradictory 
inference. 

1.  As  to  his  bold  assertion.  It  is  this :  '^  The  view,  however, 
is  unkistorical ;  it  carries  back  to  the  original  date  of  the 
Temple,  and  imports  into  the  purpose  of  its  first  foundation  the 
significance  which  it  had  acquired  in  Judah  shortly  before 
the  Exile"  (pp.  20,  21).*  This  certainly  is  a  statement  of 
sufficient  sweep  and  decision.  But  on  what  does  it  rest?  So 
far  as  direct  authorisation  is  concerned,  it  rests  on  absolutely 
nothing.  It  hangs  (to  use  one  of  his  own  similes)  ^'in  the 
air,"  having  no  connection  with  terra  firma  at  all.  Wellhausen 
does  not  profess  to  offer  a  tittle  of  direct  evidence  that  the 
statements  of  the  author  of  Kings  are  misleading ;  nor  has  he 
an  atom  of  proof  that  these  statements  contradict  any  earlier 
form  in  which  the  narrative  was  given  to  the  world.  Further, 
no  subsequent  Scripture  author  denies  that  Solomon  intended 
the  Temple  as  a  centre  6f  worship  for  all  Israel,  nor  charac- 
terises the  circumstantial  narrative  of  its  gradual  preparation, 
and  costly  erection,  and  splendid  inauguration  as  an  unhis- 
torical  invention.  And  we  need  hardly  add  that  no  heathen 
author  is  forthcoming  to  credit  Solomon  with  different  views 
from  those  which  the  author  of  Kings,  with  such  overwhelming 
emphasis,  ascribes  to  him.  So  far  as  responsible  testimony  is 
concerned,  we  have  nothing  but  the  ipse  dixit  of  a  German 
professor,  writing  more  than  two  millenniums  after  the  events, 
for  the  above-quoted  tremendous  imputation  of  historical  in- 
accuracy. It  seems  part  of  the  "  science,"  in  which  our  advanced 
critics  indulge,  that  the  more  utterly  bereft  their  statements 

•  See  Note  A. 
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are  of  support  or  proof,  they  compensate  this  by  a  proportional 
scomf  ohiess,  and  indubitableness,  of  bold  assertion. 

2.  But,  in  default  of  any  direct  corroboration,  we  said  that 
Wellhausen  seeks  to  fortify  his  extraordinary  charge  by  a  con- 
tradictory inference.  He  infers  the  unhistorical  character  of 
the  Temple  narrative  from  the  absence  of  what  he  thinks  ought 
to  have  followed  it  in  the  subsequent  history.  "  We  nowhere 
read  that  that  king  (Solomon),  like  a  forerunner  of  Josiah,  in 
order  to  favour  his  new  sanctuary,  sought  to  abolish  all  the 

others Never  once  did  Solomon's  successors  make  the 

attempt  (which  certainly  would  have  been  in  their  interest) 
to  concentrate  all  public  worship  within  their  own  temple.  .  .  . 
The  high  places  were  not  removed ;  this  is  what  is  regularly 
told  us  r^arding  them  all"  (p.  21).  That  is  to  say,  Well- 
hausen weaves  out  of  his  own  fancy  what  kind  of  narrative 
ought  to  have  followed  the  alleged  centralisation  by  Solomon, 
and,  because  this  subjectively  fixed  narrative  is  not  forth- 
coming, the  plainest  and  most  multiplied  direct  historic  state- 
ments are  to  be  thrown  aside.  Neither  Solomon  nor  his 
successors  abolished  the  high  places  and  other  peats  of  worship 
throughout  their  dominions,  so  as  to  secure  a  monopoly  of 
honour  for  their  own  temple ;  therefore  the  story  of  Solomon 
having  intended  to  specially  centralise  all  Israel's  worship  at 
Jerusalem  must  be  dismissed  as  the  daring  invention  of  an 
unscrupulous  romancer.  Wh%t  is  the  worth  of  this  confident 
argument  ?  We  think  we  can  prove  it,  out  of  Wellhausen's 
own  mouth,  to  be  absolutely  worthless. 

(1)  But  first  we  would  remark  on  the  great  slur  which  our 
infallible  critic  casts  on  the  author  of  the  Books  of  Kings  in 
imputing  to  him  such  intellectual  incapacity.  If  the  state- 
ments that  the  high  places  were  not  removed  are  irreconcilable 
with  Solomon's  declared  object  in  building  the  Temple,  was  it 
beyond  the  mental  endowment  of  the  author  of  Kings  to  detect 
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the  irreconcilableness  ?  Is  the  contrariety  so  recondite  that  it 
needs  a  parturiunt  montes,  on  the  part  of  "  scientific "  criti- 
cism, to  make  it  issue  from  its  dark  recess  ?  Was  it  not  plain 
to  the  anthor  himself  that,  in  his  record  of  each  succeeding 
reign,  he  was  framing  the  instrument  of  his  own  exposure  ? 
He  did  not  stick  at  trifles;  he  could  take  the  most  daring 
liberties  with  facts ;  he  could  write  down  the  most  deliberate 
and  manifold  falsification  of  Solomon's  actings.  Why  did  he 
not  carry  the  falsification  a  little  further  to  keep  himself 
consistent  ?  Would  it  not  have  been  as  easy  to  say  that  the 
high  places  were  removed  in  succeeding  reigns,  or  that  earnest 
efforts  were  made  to  abolish  them,  as  to  say  regularly  that  they 
were  not  removed  ?  If  he  could  not  help  dropping  such 
stultifications  at  every  step  of  his  narrative,  might  he  not  have 
copied  Jeremiah,  and  cried  up  to  the  God  of  truth,  who  was 
employing  him  for  such  wanton  work,  "  Ah  I  Lord  (Jod,  I 
cannot  forge  history,  for  I  am  a  child  "  ?  Is  not  the  conviction 
forced  upon  us  that  the  statements  that  the  high  places  were 
not  removed  must  be  somehow  consistent  with  the  declared 
origin  of  the  Temple,  else  such  glaring  self-exposures  would  not 
have  been  left  on  record  by  the  forger  ? 

(2)  But  we  have  said  that  Wellhausen  virtually  contradicts 
himself  in  the  argument  on  which  he  so  complacently  relies. 
He  seeks  to  discredit  a  Scripture  author  for  making  contra- 
dictory statements.  We  submit  that,  within  the  compass  of 
his  own  first  chapter,  which  we  are  reviewing,  he  falls  into  his 
own  pit,  and  makes  quite  contradictory  admissions.  It  is  his 
p.  21  which  we  are  criticising.  Let  us  go  forward  six  pages,  to 
his  p.  27,  and  what  do  we  find  ?  We  there  find  him  holding 
that,  though  Solomon  had  attempted  no  centralisation  of 
worship  through  the  abolition  of  high  places,  Josiah  not  only 
attempted,  but  accomplished,  that  feat.  He  now  places  implicit 
confidence  in  the  author  of  Kings.    The  narrative  of  2  Kings  83 
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as  to  the  rooting  out  of  all  idolatry,  and  the  abolition  of  all 
high  places  through  the  length  and  breadth  both  of  Judah  and 
Samaria,  is  unreservedly  accepted.  And  the  existence  of  a  law 
(the  newly-invented  Deuteronomy,  as  he  holds  it  to  be),  sanci 
tioning  this  national  revolution,  is  expressly  declared.  Not 
from  regard  to  Josiah,  but  from  a  universally  accepted  command 
from  God  through  Moses,  the  whole  of  the  local  sacrificial 
places  throughout  Israel  disappeared  at  one  fell  swoop,  and 
Jerusalem  became  the  exclusive  seat  of  sacrificial  worship. 
Now,  how  long  did  this  mighty  change  endure  ?  According  to 
the  argument  we  are  reviewing,  such  a  change  should  have 
borne  permanent  fruit,  and  coloured  all  the  future  history. 
The  reason  why  Solomon's  aims  in  dedicating  the  Temple  are 
treated  as  a  romance  is  that  the  subsequent  history  admits  the 
continuance  of  the  high  places.  We  should  expect,  therefore, 
that  the  root-and-branch  reformation  by  Josiah  would  have  left 
an  ineffaceable  mark,  not  only  on  his  own,  but  on  succeeding 
reigns.  Is  it  so?  Wellhausen  makes  the  most  prominent 
confession  that  the  reformation  by  Josiah  had  no  permanence 
whatever!  "After  Josiah's  death  we  again  see  Bamoth 
appearing  on  aU  hands,  not  merely  in  the  country,  but  even  in 
the  capital  itself.  Jeremiah  has  to  lament  that  there  are  as 
many  altars  as  towns  in  Judah  "  (p.  27).  If  this  could  be  the 
swift  result,  in  a  few  years,  of  the  entire  sweeping  away  of  these 
"  altars,"  with  what  consistency  can  the  Temple  narrative,  by 
the  same  author  of  Kings,  be  discredited,  merely  because,  in  the 
case  of  Solomon's  immediate  successors,  "  the  high  places  were 
not  removed ;  this  is  what  is  regularly  told  us  in  the  case  of 
them  all"  (p.  21)?  Josiah* s  reformation  was  "new"  and 
"vigorous"  and  "deeply  cutting "j  it  was  safe-guarded  by 
"  a  written  law,  that  had  been  solemnly  sworn  to  by  the  whole 
people,  standing  ever  an  immovable  witness  to  the  rights  of 
God"  (p.  27) ;  and  yet,  with  all  its  actuality,  and  thorough- 
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ness,  aod  Divine  enforcement,  it  disappeared  like  a  morning 
cloqd  before  the  rebellioosneBS  of  Judah.  Why  may  not 
Solomon's  aspirations  after  a  pure  and  divinely-accepted  wor- 
ship have  suffered  a  like  speedy  and  general  echpee  ?  We  can 
conceive  no  reconciliation  of  the  two  contradictory  positions — 
first,  that  Solomon's  dedication  prayer  is  a  fiction,  because  by 
his  successors  ''  the  high  places  were  not  removed " ;  and 
secondly,  that  Josiah's  reformation  was  real  and  universal, 
although  he  was  hardly  in  his  grave  before  there  were  again 
^'  as  many  altars  as  towns  in  Judah/' 

(3)  But  we  shall  make  another  quotation  from  Wellhausen's 
first  chapter.  Let  us  go  back  two  pages,  from  p.  21  to  p.  19, 
and  we  there  read,  "  No  king  after  Solomon  is  left  uncensured 
for  having  tolerated  the  high  places  "  (p.  19).  He  is  founding 
on  the  immunity  from  such  "censure"  which  Samuel  and 
others  before  Solomon  enjoyed,  though  they  sanctioned  "the 
multiplicity  of  altars  and  of  holy  places  "  ;  and  he  argues  that 
such  "  multiplicity "  had  become  illegal  after  the  building  of 
Solomon's  Temple,  and  was  therefore  the  object  of  unvarying 
"  censure."  What  is  this  but  unwittingly  to  admit  what  he  is 
straightway  to  use  his  greatest  plainness  of  language  in  deny- 
ing ?  What  can  these  recurring  "  censures  "  mean,  unless  there 
were  a  condemnation  of  the  high  places,  and  a  centralisation  at 
Jerusalem,  proclaimed  by  Solomon  ?  If  the  toleration  of  the 
high  places  by  Solomon's  successors  had  been  recorded  as  a 
matter  of  course,  with  no  hint  of  its  being  strange  or  wrong, 
Wellhausen  might  have  had  something  to  found  on  ;  but  when 
such  toleration  is  habitually  "censured,"  have  we  not  the 
strongest  possible  recurring  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  the 
Temple  narrative  ?  K  Wellhausen  will  search  candidly  he  will 
find  more  circular  reasoning  and  self-stultification  on  his  own 
pages  than  on  the  scornfully  treated  pages  of  the  author  of 
Kings.    He  acknowledges  that  these  "censures"  are  intended 
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to  prove,  and  that  they  are  fully  calculated  to  prove,  legitimacy 
of  sanctuary ;  and  he  has  not  a  rag  of  warrant  for  his  subse- 
quent insinuation  that  these  "  censures  "  are  forgeries. 

(4)  We  would  just  add  that,  apart  from  his  own  pages,  the 
inconclusiveness  of  Wellhausen^s  confident  argument  is  capable 
of  very  varied  illustration.  Because  his  successors  tolerate  the 
high  places,  therefore  a  Divine  testimony  against  them  through 
Solomon  cannot  be  credited :  that  is  his  argument.  Will  he 
hold  that  the  first  commandment  was  obviously  unknown  to 
Solomon,  seeing  that  we  read  "  Solomon  went  after  Ashtoreth 
the  goddess  of  the  Zidonians,  and  after  Milcom  the  abomination 
of  the  Ammonites  "  (1  Kings  11.  5)  ?  Will  he  hold  that  the 
seventh  commandment  must  have  been  unknown  to  Solomon, 
seeing  it  is  said,  "  King  Solomon  loved  many  strange  women," 
"and  he  had  seven  hundred  wives,  princesses,  and  three 
hundred  concubines  "  (1  Kings  11.  3)  ?  Will  he  hold  that  the 
second  conmiandment  had  not  been  spoken  from  Sinai,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that,  a  few  weeks  after,  the  people  are  found,  with 
the  future  high  priest  at  their  head,  worshipping  a  golden  calf 
at  the  very  base  of  the  smoking  mountain  ?  Will  he  hold  that 
Israel's  triumphant  song  at  the  Bed  Sea  is  an  incredible 
romance,  in  view  of  the  fact  that,  only  a  few  days  thereafter, 
the  people  are  found  murmuring  against  God  and  against 
Moses,  and  proposing  to  return  to  Egypt?  Such  questions 
might  be  multiplied  at  pleasure,  and  they  show  how  precarious 
is  the  argument  which  sweeps  away  Solomon's  appointment  of 
exclusive  honour  for  the  Temple,  merely  because  there  is  no 
scrupulous  abolition  of  the  high  places  on  the  part  of  his 
successors.  We  have  read  that  "the  heart  is  deceitful  above 
all  things,  and  desperately  wicked  "  ;  and  a  little  deeper  recog- 
nition of  this  elementary  truth  might  have  saved  Wellhausen 
from  leaning  on  the  broken  reed  of  the  argument  we  are 
considering. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


ONE  TABERyACLE  AT  SHILOH.  13 

We  have  dealt  with  the  post-Solomonic  contianance  of  idols 
and  high  places  in  Judah^  as  being  the  chief  strength  (if  any) 
which  the  argament  possesses :  if  their  continaance  in  Judah 
is  quite  compatible  with  the  centralisation  implied  in  the 
Temple  narrative,  then  a  fortiori  their  continaance  in  Northern 
Israel,  after  the  disruption  under  Jeroboam,  will  not  avail  to 
discredit  that  narrative.  We  have  shown  that  Wellhausen  has 
not  a  solitary  witness,  sacred  or  profane,  to  support  his  dictum 
regarding  that  narrative,  "the  view,  however,  is  unhistorical"; 
and  we  have  urged  that  the  inference  from  the  subsequent  his- 
tory in  Kings,  by  which  alone  he  would  prop  that  dictum  up,  is 
of  the  flimsiest  and  most  inconclusive  kind. 

11. 

But  we  said  that  the  Temple  narrative  is  only  one  of  three 
leading  landmarks,  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  preposterous 
idea  that  a  unity  of  sanctuary  was  first  heard  of  in  Josiah's 
day.  And  the  second  of  these  landmarks  is  the  establishment 
of  the  house  of  (Jod  in  Shiloh.  For  this  remoter  event,  there 
is  not  the  same  fulness  of  description,  as  for  the  erection  of  the 
Temple,  yet  the  evidence  seems  both  direct  and  sufficient. 

Take  the  following  full  and  unambiguous  testimony  from 
Jeremiah:  "But  go  ye  now  to.My  place  which  was  in  Shiloh, 
where  I  paused  My  name  to  dwell  at  the  first,  and  see  what  I 
did  to  it  for  the  wickedness  of  My  people  Israel.  And  now, 
because  ye  have  done  all  these  works,  saith  the  Lord,  and  I 
spake  unto  you,  rising  up  early  and  speaking,  but  ye  heard  not ; 
and  I  called  you,  but  ye  answered  not :  therefore  will  I  do  unto 
the  house,  which  is  called  by  My  name,  wherein  ye  trust,  as 
I  have  done  to  Shiloh"  (Jer.  7. 12-14).  We  venture  to  say 
that,  if  the  forgoing  words  had  coincided  with  Wellhausen's 
views,  he  would  never  have  been  weary  magnifying  their  ex- 
plicitness,  and  insisting  on  their  invincible  force.    He  would 
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have  pointed  out  that  no  words  could  more  clearly  prove  the 
recognised  belief  of  all  Israel,  in  apre-exilic  age,  that  the  unity 
of  sanctuary  in  Canaan  originated,  not  in  the  days  of  Josiah, 
but  in  those  of  Joshua.  He  would  have  urged  that  the  words 
"  where  I  caused  My  name  to  dwell  at  the  first  ^^  unmistakably 
imply  a  "first"  centralisation  at  Shiloh  after  the  Conquest, 
and  a  subsequent  centralisation  at  Jerusalem,  by  which  that 
"  first "  was  superseded.  He  would  have  shown  that  the  house 
at  Shiloh  stood  long  as  a  precursor  of  the  Temple,  but  that  it 
had  to  be  overthrown  (as  had  the  Temple  afterwards)  for  the 
wickedness  of  the  people.  And  he  would  have  called  on  us, 
either  to  blot  out  history  altogether,  or  to  accept  this  straight- 
forward and  unhesitating  witness. 

Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  words  do  not  coincide  with 
Wellhausen's  views,  how  does  he  treat  them  ?  He  treats  them 
to  an  utter  repudiation  I  Reverting  again  to  his  weapon  of 
bold  assertion,  he  declares :  "  Any  strict  centralisation  is  for 
that  period  inconceivable,  alike  in  the  religious  as  in  every 
other  sphere"  (p.  19).  That  is  to  say,  Jeremiah  may  be  in- 
spired: he  may  be  well  acquainted  with  the  unquestioning 
immemorial  views  of  his  people  as  to  their  early  history :  but 
if  he  states  what  an  advanced  critic  thinks  out  of  place,  he 
must  be  straightway  dubbed  as  penning  pure  nonsense — ^what 
is  absolutely  "  inconceivable  "  I  Whether  are  we  to  pin  our 
faith  to  Wellhausen  or  to  Jeremiah  ? 

1.  Wellhausen  is  again  in  the  position,  so  far  as  direct 
counter-evidence  is  concerned,  of  not  having  a  single  witness 
to  join  him  in  repudiating  Jeremiah.  Not  one  responsible 
statement  is  forthcoming  from  any  quarter  to  the  effect  that 
the  alleged  centralisation  at  Shiloh  is  a  fiction. 

2.  But  not  only  has  our  critic  no  one  to  join  him  in  giving 
the  lie  direct  to  Jeremiah,  he  is  further  in  the  extraordi- 
nary position  of  himself  patronising  this  same  Jeremiah,  and 
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founding  on  him  as  a  most  excellent  witness,  only  a  few  pages 
farther  on  in  his  treatise  I  On  p.  58,  he  quotes  from  the  same 
7th  chapter  of  Jeremiah  as  we  have  qaoted  from,  ver.  22,  as 
follows  :  "  For  I  spake  not  unto  your  fathers,  nor  commanded 
them  in  the  day  that  I  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  E^ypt, 
concerning  burnt  offerings  or  sacrifices/*  Here  is  Jeremiah 
professing  to  speak  with  plain  authority  of  God's  dealings  with 
Israel  as  far  back  as  the  Exodus,  Wellhausen  clutches  at  his 
evidence  as  reliable,  and  parades  it  as  proving  that  '^  Jeremiah 
is  unacquainted  with  the  Mosaic  legislation  as  it  is  contained 
in  the  Priestly  Code "  (p.  59).  We  think  it  proves  no  such 
thing,  but  that  is  not  meantime  the  question  ;  the  single  point 
we  fix  on  is  that,  as  far  as  it  suits  his  peculiar  views,  Wellhausen 
is  willing  to  place  full  credit  in  Jeremiah  as  a  witness.  And 
be  it  noted  that  the  two  testimonies  are  borne  by  the  prophet 
in  the  same  chapter,  and  that  the  accepted  testimony  refers  to 
the  much  farther  back  event,  namely,  to  what  happened  **  in 
the  day  that  I  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt."  Now, 
with  what  consistency  can  Wellhausen  accept  Jeremiah's  witness 
in  ver.  22  as  to  what  happened  so  far  back  as  the  days  in  the 
wilderness,  and  yet  reject  as  "  inconceivable  "  his  more  explicit 
witness  in  ver.  12  of  the  same  chapter  as  to  what  happened  two 
generations  later,  when  God  ^^  caused  His  name  to  dwell "  at 
Shiloh? 

We  may  add  that  Jeremiah  has  a  recapitulation  of  the 
prophecy  of  his  seventh  chapter,  so  far  as  it  commemorates 
Shiloh,  in  his  twenty-sixth  chapter.  He  there  stands  in  the 
court  of  the  Lord's  house,  and  proclaims :  "  If  ye  will  not 
hearken  to  Me,  to  walk  in  My  law  .  .  .  then  will  I  make  this 
house  like  Shiloh,  and  will  make  this  city  a  curse  to  all  the 
nations  of  the  earth  "  (Jer.  26.  6).  The  priests  and  the  pro- 
phets are  enraged  at  his  insinuating  that  the  Temple  on  Zion 
could  ever  share  a  desolation,  similar  to  that  of  God's  first 
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house  at  Shiloh  ;  and  the  rest  of  the  chapter  narrates  their  con- 
spiracy against  Jeremiah's  life  in  consequence.  Their  language, 
"  Why  hast  thou  prophesied  in  the  name  of  the  Lord,  saying. 
This  house  shall  be  like  Shiloh  ?  "  virtually  adds  them  to  Jeremiah 
as  additional  witnesses  that  the  first  establishment  of  centralisa- 
tion at  Shiloh  was  an  elementary  principle  of  their  history. 

3.  We  have  to  urge,  further,  that  Jeremiah  has  other  Scrip- 
tural writers  confirming  his  express  statements,  though  Well- 
hausen  has  none  to  confirm  his.  The  testimony  of  the  writer  of 
the  seventy-eighth  Psalm  is  as  express  and  unchallengeable  as 
that  of  Jeremiah.  This  is  a  historical  psalm,  which  founds  its 
warnings  on  a  retrospect  of  Israel's  history,  from  the  days  of 
Moses  to  the  days  of  David.  It  is  ascribed,  with  every  appear- 
ance of  good  warrant,  to  Asaph,  and  may  be  regarded  as 
summing  up  the.  views  of  a  writer  of  (say)  the  tenth  century, 
regarding  the  chief  landmarks  of  past  national  history.  Among 
these  landmarks  we  find  the  forsaking  of  Shiloh  commemorated, 
precisely  as  Jeremiah,  in  the  seventh  century,  commemorates  it. 
The  idolatries,  which  were  multiplied  on  the  high  places,  after 
,the  conquest  of  Canaan,  led  to  God's  withdrawal  from  Shiloh, 
and  to  His  letting  the  ark  l^  carried  into  captivity.  "  For 
they  provoked  Him  to  anger  with  their  high  places,  and  moved 
Him  to  jealousy  with  their  graven  images.  When  God  heard 
this.  He  was  wroth,  and  greatly  abhorred  Israel :  so  that  He 
forsook  the  tabernacle  of  Shiloh,  the  tent  which  He  placed 
among  men :  and  delivered  His  strength  into  captivity,  and  His 
glory  into  the  adversary's  hand"  (Ps.  78.  58-61).  Nothing 
could  indicate  more  clearly  the  unquestioning  belief  of  the 
whole  nation  that  God's  tabernacle  had  been  first  set  up  at 
Shiloh.  An  "Inconceivable"  from  Wellhausen  is  but  a 
shadowy  (that  we  say  not  an  utterly  contemptible)  rival  against 
such  a  witness. 

4.  We  have  heard  the  echoes  of  the  seventh  and  of  the  tenth 
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6entarie8,  But,  in  narratives  which  deal  with  events  prior  to 
the  arising  of  kings  at  all,  we  have  similar  satisfying  indications 
that  centralisation  at  Shiloh  had  been  well  known  from  the 
first.  The  authors  of  Judges  and  of  1  Samuel  treat  it  as  a 
matter  of  undoubted  notoriety  that,  for  a  lengthened  period, 
God's  special  dwelling  was  at  Shiloh,  and  that  Israel  went  up 
from  their  various  cities  to  yearly  sacrifices  there.  **  All  the 
time  that  the  house  of  God  was  in  Shiloh  "  (Judg.  18. 81),  and, 
**  There  is  the  feast  of  the  Lord  from  year  to  year  in  Shiloh  '* 
(Judg.  21. 19),  are  corroborations  of  Jeremiah's,  and  of  Asaph's, 
witness  of  the  most  undesigned  but  conclusive  kind.  ^^  This 
man  went  up  out  of  his  city  from  year  to  year  to  worship  and 
to  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  of  hosts  in  Shiloh  "  (1  Sam  1.  8)^ 
there  is  the  most  natural  and  unmistakable  continuation  of  the 
same  witness;  and  the  following  chapters  are  replete  with 
indications  that  Shiloh  is  the  recognised  centre  of  Israelitish 
worship.  They  speak  of  "aU  the  Israelites  coming  thither" 
(2. 15) ;  they  speak  of  the  presiding  priest  there  being  chosen 
to  represent  "  all  the  tribes  of  Israel,"  and  as  being  "  My 
priest,"  and  "going  up  unto  Mine  altar,"  in  an  obviously 
exclusive  sense  (2.  28) ;  they  speak  of  the  place  of  worship 
there  as  "  the  temple  of  the  Lord  "  and  as  His  "  habitation," 
with  a  significance  that  obviously  contemplates  all  Israel  (2. 29 ; 
8.  8,  &c.)  ;  they  speak  of  "  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord 
of  hosts,  which  sitteth  upon  the  cherubim  "  (4.  4),  which  Israel 
and  Philistia  alike  recc^nise  as  the  supreme  symbol  of  God's  * 
presence  (4.  8),  and  whose  established  location  was  in  Shiloh. 
May  we  not  retort  on  Wellhausen  his  own  word,  and  say,  that 
it  is  "inconceivable"  that  of  any  other  place  in  all  Israel, 
except  Shiloh,  such  things  as  the  foregoing  could  in  the9e  ages 
have  been  predicated  ? 

5.  Here,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Temple,  Wellhausen's  great 
refuge  is  to  point  to  instances  of  worship,  and  of  sacrifice, 
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offered  in  other  places,  dtiriDg  the  period  when  they  are  held  to 
have  been  centralised  in  Shiloh,  and  infer  from  this  that  the 
centndisation  was  a  fiction.  Bat  (1)  we  have  already  seen  that 
Josiah's  oentraliBation  was  no  fiction,  though  it  was  almost 
immediately  disregarded  by  all  Judah.  If  there  could  be  "as 
many  altars  as  towns  in  Judah ''  a  few  years  after  a  most 
solemn  and  undoubted  centralisation  at  Jerusalem,  why  might 
not  a  centralisation  at  Shiloh  have  been  followed  by  an  equally 
lax  remembrance,  on  the  part  of  the  Israelites,  of  that  much 
smaller  city  "  which  God  had  chosen  to  place  His  name  there  ^'  ? 
(2)  Besides,  how  could  we  expect  to  find  Shiloh  duly  honoured, 
during  a  period  which  the  historian  reprobates  as  one  long  suc- 
cession of  unfaithfulnesses  and  idolatries  ?  The  period  of  the 
Judges  is  so  reprobated.  Every  succeeding  record  is  how  "  the 
children  of  Israel  did  evil  again  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord,^*  how 
they  "  followed  other  gods,  of  the  gods  of  the  peoples  that  were 
round  about  them,"  how  "  they  forsook  the  Lord,  and  served 
Baal  and  the  Ashtaroth."  Is  it  reasonable  to  expect  to  read  of 
God's  pure  and  stated  worship  in  the  midst  of  such  narratives  ? 
Might  we  not  rather  be  surprised  by  the  few  references  we  have 
to  the  ordained  pre-eminence  of  Shiloh  ?  (3)  The  succeeding 
period,  from  Samuel  to  Solomon,  was,  in  great  measure,  so  far 
as  centralisation  of  worship  was  concerned,  a  period  of  inter- 
regnum and  anarchy.  The  ark  was  captured  by  the  Philistines, 
and,  though  sent  back,  was  never  re-established  at  its  central 
seat :  and,  "  for  the  wickedness  of  My  people,"  the  house  at 
Shiloh  was  suffered  to  go  to  ruin.  The  sacrificial  practices, 
during  such  a  period,  are  obviously  inapplicable,  as  illustrations 
of  what  may  have  beenihe  normal  requirements  of  God's  law. 
(4)  It  seems  highly  illogical  to  refer  to  such  miraculous  appear- 
ances, as  that  to  Gideon  when  he  was  commissioned  as  judge 
(pp.  22,  55,  64),  as  though  they  turned  places  like  Ophrah  into 
"sanctuaries"  as  eminent  as  Shiloh,  and  illustrated  the  pre- 
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scribed  method  and  materialfl  of  aacrifioe.  Such  servioeB  were 
almost  as  exceptional  as  David's  eating  of  the  shew-bread,  or 
Abraham's  sacrifice  of  hifi  son.  How  could  Oideon  have  been 
asked  to  go  from  ''  the  oak  that  was  in  Ophrah,''  in  order  to 
sacrifice  at  Shiloh,  at  a  time  when  the  whole  nation  (inclading 
his  own  father's  house)  was  steeped  in  idolatry,  and  when  the 
people,  even  though  they  had  been  inclined  for  the  yearly 
pilgrimages,  were  hiding  in  the  dens  and  caves  of  the  mountains, 
and  could  not,  for  fear  of  Midian,  come  forth  even  to  reap  their 
fields  (Judg.  0.  2*6  and  25-27)  ?  And  are  we  not  expressly 
told,  when  he  seems  to  have  made  an  attempt  to  centralise 
idolatrous  worship  at  Ophrah,  that  his  conduct  '^became  a 
snare  unto  Gideon,  and  to  his  house  "  (Judg.  8.  27)  ?  There 
is  nothing,  therefore,  in  the  rec(»:d  of  occasional  sacrificial 
services  away  from  Shiloh,  when  read  in  the  light  of  the 
exceptional  circumstances  of  the  kingdom,  to  throw  the  least 
discredit  on  the  design  and  appointment  of  Jehovi^  to  have 
His  worship  first  centralised  at  Shiloh,  after  the  settlement  in 
Canaan. 

6.  It  will  be  seen  that  we  have  not  yet  quoted  a  most  explicit 
testimony  from  the  Book  of  Joshua,  as  to  the  establishment  of 
centralisation  at  Shiloh.  What  could  be  more  natural,  and 
satisfying,  than  the  following,  after  the  Conquest  has  been 
nsffrated:  ''And  the  whole  congr^ation  of  the  children  of 
Israel  assembled  themselves  together  at  Shiloh,  and  set  up  the 
tent  of  meeting  there*'  (Josh.  18. 1)  ?  Wellhausen  seems  dis- 
posed to  ignore  the  author  of  Joshua  as  a  witness ;  at  least,  in 
entering  on  his  theme,  he  announces  he  is  to  consider  the 
historical  books,  only  ''from  the  period  of  the  Judges  onwards  " 
(p.  17).  On  this  two  remarks  seem.  fair.  His  theory,  which 
he  professes  to  derive  from  the  history,  can  survive,  only  by 
repudiating  the  unambiguous  testimony  of  the  only  recognised 
history  of  Israel,  during  one  of  the  most  critical  periods  of 
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their  experience.  The  other  remark  is  that  he  is  capaUe  of 
accepting  testimony  from  the  author  of  Joshua,  after  his  own 
fashion,  when  it  suits  him.  He  professes  to  learn  from  Joshua 
(pp.  18  and  22)  that  Gilgal  became  ^^  an  important  centre  of 
worship ''  as  soon  as  Canaan  was  entered — though  there  is  no 
such  testimony  in  the  book  1  He  professes  to  learn  from 
Joshua  (p.  88)  that  the  altar  which  the  eastern  tribes  erected 
at  Jordan  was  intended  as  a  place  for  worship  and  sacrifice — 
though  the  book  testifies  the  contrary  with  the  most  emphatic 
repetition  I  He  thus  manufactures  "  centres  "  of  worship,  out 
of  his  own  unauthorised  imaginings,  in  order  to  rival  and 
discredit  Shiloh.  The  eastern  tribes  expressly  declare  that 
their  altar  is  "  not  for  burnt-offering,  nor  for  sacrifice,"  and 
that  they  do  not  mean  it  to  be  in  the  least  co-equal  with  Ood's 
recognised  central  altar  at  Shiloh—"  the  altar  of  the  Lord  our 
God  which  is  before  His  tabernacle"  (Josh.  23.  22-29). 
Wellhausen  tells  us  this  is  pure  romance ;  tvithout  a  shred  of 
proof,  he  infers  their  altar  was  as  much  intended  for  sacrifice, 
as  was  the  altar  at  Shiloh;  but  their  doings  experienced 
"metamorphosis"  from  some  daring  writer,  many  centuries 
afterwards,  who  wanted  to  pretend  there  had  been  a  unity  of 
sanctuary  from  the  beginning,  and  who,  therefore,  wrote  down 
the  untruth  that  these  tribes  erected  their  altar  "with  no 
intention  that  it  should  be  used,  but  merely  in  commemoration 
of  something  "  (p.  38).  And,  instead  of  execrating  such  forgery, 
he  patronisingly  calls  it  "  the  same  simple  historical  method  " 
(p.  37).  Certainly,  by  such  a  "simple  method,"  one  may  make 
anything  of  anything. 

It  will  be  quite  obvious  from  the  above  why  Wellhausen 
should  start  his  investigation  not  "  from  the  period  of  Joshua," 
but " from  the  period  of  the  Judges  onwards"  (p.  17).  Yet  we  see 
he  can  slip  in  proofs  from  Joshua,  though  without  warrantable- 
ness  and  candour,  when  it  suits  him.    In  the  Book  of  Joshua, 
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we  have  the  exclnsive  record,  which  Israel  have  handed  down, 
of  their  conqnest  of  Canaan,  and,  embedded  therein,  we  have 
the  clearest  declarations  of  the  special  centralisation  of  their 
worship  at  Shiloh ;  in  the  Books  of  Judges  and  Samuel,  we  have 
indications,  almost  more  in  number,  and  in  force,  than  the 
d^neracj  of  the  times  might  have  rendered  probable,  that 
such  centralisation  had  been  established  from  the  first ;  in  one 
of  the  longest  and  earliest  of  the  historical  psalms,  we  have 
Asaph  treating  the  centralisation  at  Shiloh,  and  its  subsequent 
discontinuance,  as  among  the  most  familiar  and  indisputable 
facts  of  Israelitish  history ;  and  in  Jeremiah,  a  witness  whom 
Wellhausen  implicitly  trusts,  in  the  same  chapter,  for  even 
earlier  events,  we  have  it  treated  as  a  historical  truism,  which 
no  Israelite  could  think  of  questioning,  that  God  '^  caused  His 
name  to  dwell  in  Shiloh  at  the  first,*'  when  He  had  settled 
Israel  in  the  land  of  promise.  And  at  this  overwhelming  proof 
of  centralisation  Wellhausen  calmly  scofib — ^'It  is  for  that 
period  inconceivable ''  1  Clearly,  instead  of  sitting  at  the  feet 
of  the  historians  of  Israel,  he  rather  guides  their  hand  as  they 
write,  and  imperiously  prescribes  for  them  what  witness  they 
shall  bear. 

The  erection  of  the  Mosaic  tabernacle,  as  well  as  the  con- 
sideration of  other  aspects  of  Wellhausen's  theory  of  Sanctuary, 
still  remain  for  notice. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

ESTABLISHMENT    OF    CENTRALISATION    AT    SINAI — 
"bvolutio  a  NON  EVOLVBNDO." 

III. 

WE  proceed  now  to  the  third  (though  it  is  historically  the 
first)  of  the  three  classical  embodiments  of  national 
sanctuary  in  Israel — ^the  tabernacle,  containing  the  ark  of  the 
covenant,  erected  by  Moses  in  the  wilderness. 

Wellhausen*s  treatment  of  this  branch  of  the  subject  is  so 
astounding,  in  its  utterly  unsupported  assumptions,  and  in  its 
wholesale  imputations  of  falsehood  to  the  writers  of  Scripture, 
that  we  always  feel  a  difficulty  in  realising  that  he  can 
expect  his  views  to  be  soberly  accepted  by  any  Bible  student. 
Nothing  in  the  whole  of  the  Old  Testament  is  more  indubitably, 
more  minutely,  and  more  solemnly  asserted  and  described  than 
the  erection  of  the  Mosaic  tabernacle.  Next  to  the  delivery  of 
the  Decalogue,  it  is  the  main  outstanding  event  in  Israel's  first 
year  of  national  emancipation.  No  less  than  thirteen  entire 
chapters  (Exod.  25 — 31  and  85—40)  are  devoted  to  a  most  cir- 
cumstantiid  account  of  its  contrivance,  and  execution.  Its 
precious  materials,  its  cunning  workers,  its  hearty  contributors, 
its  every  division  and  curtain  and  vessel,  its  time  in  making, 
and  its  splendid  inauguration,  are  all  there  most  explicitly 
detailed.  Its  habitual  journeying  before  the  people,  as  their 
divine  guide,  from  point  to  point  in  the  wilderness,  is  narrated 
(Exod.  40.  86-38 ;  Num.  10.  11-12  and  83-86).  Its  fixture 
by  Joshua  at  the  close  of  the  Conquest  is  briefly  chronicled  as  a 
matter  of  course  (Josh.  18.  1).    At  the  birth  of  Samuel,  it  is, 
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equally  as  a  matter  of  course,  referred  to  as  standing  where 
Joshua  fixed  it  (1  Sam.  2.  22).  When  the  Temple  is  finished, 
the  {Hiests  and  Levites  introduce  it,  amid  unparalleled  solemnity 
and  rejoicing,  into  what  is  henceforth  to  be  God's  more  perma* 
nent  and  hallowed  dwelling  (1  Kin.  8.  4).  If  anything  seems 
embedded  immovably  in  the  history  of  Jewish  worship,  it  is  the 
giving  of  the  divine  pattern  for  the  sanctuary,  and  the  elaborate 
execution  thereof  in  the  wilderness,  ^^  as  the  Lord  commanded 
Moses.'* 

How  does  Wellhausen  make  all  this  square  with  his  idea 
that  a  central  sanctuary  was  never  heard  of  till  Josiah's  day  ? 
He  again  calmly  repairs  to  his  armoury  of  bold  assertion,  and 
brings  forth  from  it  the  following  :  "  The  tdbemacU  rests  on  a 
historical  fiction  I "  (p.  89)  :  "  Hebrew  tradition^  even  from  the 
time  of  the  judges  and  the  first  kings,  for  which  the  Mosaic 
tabernacle  was,  strictly  speaking,  intended,  knows  nothing  at  all 
about  it !  "  (p.  89).  That  is  to  say,  the  most  deliberate  and 
circumstantial  narrative  in  the  Old  Testament,  embodying  a 
universal  belief,  for  centuries  before  Christ,  of  the  Jewish 
nation  regarding  their  early  worship,  has  been  discovered  in  the 
nineteenth  century  to  have  not  one  atom  of  truth  in  it  from  its 
first  syllable  to  its  last  I  No  tabernacle  ever  existed.  Neither 
Moses,  Joshua,  Samuel,  nor  Solomon,  ever  set  an  eye  on  it. 
No  board  of  it  was  ever  shaped,  and  no  bolt  in  it  was  ever 
driven.  The  whole  edifice  is  a  "fiction  " — it  is  as  much  "the 
unsubstantial  pageant  of  a  dream  "  as  Homer's  divine  dwellings 
on  Olympus,  or  Bunyan's  Significant  Rooms  in  the  house  of 
Interpreter ! 

How  then  did  it  come  to  be  so  earnestly,  and  graphically, 
related  in  the  Word  of  God  ?  Wellhausen  can  tell  us  at  once. 
About  a  thousand  years  after  the  death  of  Moses,  a  band  of 
literary  conspirators  came  back  from  Babylon  to  Judea,  and 
achieved  the  most  daring  and  successful  mis-narration  of  facts, 
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which  it  ever  entered  into  man's  heart  to  conceiye.  They  had 
their  temple  to  re-boild ;  and,  though  they  knew  quite  well 
tihere  had  been  no  central  sanctuary  in  Israel  till  about  thirty 
years  before  the  Exile,  they  thought  it  would  look  well,  and 
would  tend  to  glorify  the  history  of  their  race,  to  pretend  that, 
from  their  very  birth  as  a  nation,  they  had  known,  and  acted 
on,  the  principle  of  One  God,  One  Sanctuary,  **  The  principle 
had  become  part  of  their  very  being  that  the  one  God  had  also 
but  one  place  of  worship  "  (p.  28).  They  felt  "  unable  to  think 
of  religion  without  the  one  sanctuary"  (p.  86).  How  then 
could  they  ^Hhink"  of  Moses  as  possessing  a  single  grain  of 
^^  religion,*'  seeing  that  he  left  this  absolute  fundamental  of  a 
unity  of  sanctuary,  utterly  unrevealed  to  the  tribes  which  he 
led  ?  They  felt  a  necessity  laid  upon  them  to  hide  the  spiritual 
nakedness  of  so  illustrious  a  founder.  And  they  decided  that 
the  surest  and  most  glorious  plan  for  effecting  this  would  be  to 
inyent  a  fiction,  and  get  it  smuggled  into  their  sacred  oracles, 
that  Moses  knew  quite  well  about  a  unity  of  sanctuary,  and 
had,  with  utmost  minuteness,  at  amazing  cost,  and  under 
express  divine  guidance,  superintended  the  construction  of  a 
central  sanctuary,  which  he  caused  to  go  before  the  tribes,  as 
their  guide  and  glory,  during  the  forty  years  in  the  wilderness, 
and  which  he  left  to  accompany  them  into  Canaan,  as  the  sure 
pledge  of  divine  presence  and  divine  protection.  The  Captivity 
burned  into  their  intellect  the  principle  that  "God  has  but  one 
place  of  worship  "  ;  but  it  did  not  bum  into  th&ir  conscience  the 
principle  that  God  has  but  one  standard  of  utterance,  and  that 
the  standard  of  unerring  truth, — that  God  has  but  one  feeling 
for  conscious  deceivers,  and  that  the  feeling  of  utter  abhorrence. 
The  Captivity  left  them  free  to  write  down,  in  God's  name,  with 
thousand-fold  emphasis,  the  thing  that  is  not :  and,  under  some 
mysterious  spell,  the  whole  of  their  fellow  countrymen,  on  the 
instant,  and  ever  after,  agreed  to  swallow  the  incomparable 
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*'  fiction/'  and  to  make  all  ages,  till  the  WellbansenB  arose, 
believe  that  a  tabernacle,  which  no  man  ever  gazed  npon,  was 
originally  prescribed  on  Sinai,  and  became  the  most  patient  and 
loving  achievement  of  all  the  camp  of  Israel  in  the  first  year  of 
their  emancipation. 

We  cannot  resist  quoting  the  title  ascribed  to  the  ^^  fiction," 
and  the  character  ascribed  to  its  audiors.  The  beantifal 
euphemism,  by  which  the  "  fiction  "  is  hallowed,  is — "  making 
the  Tempts  portable  I "  ^'  The  Temple  is  r^arded  as  so  indis- 
pensable, even  for  the  troubled  days  of  the  wanderings  before 
the  settlement,  that  it  is  made  portable^  and,  in  the  form  of  a 
tabernacle,  set  up  in  the  very  b^inning  of  things.  For  the 
truth  is,  that  the  tabernacle  is  the  copy,  not  the  prototype,  of  . 
the  Temple  at  Jerusalem  "  (p.  87).  And  a  still  finer  touch  is 
added,  when  the  authors  are  characterised.  They  are  '*the 
pious  ones" — ^nay,  emphatically,  they  are  **(?n/y  the  pious 
ones  "  (p.  28)— further  still,  they  are  "  those  who  had  given 
themselves  t^,  body  and  soul^  to  the  reformation  ideas"  (p.  28). 
None  but  these  could  be  found  equal  to  such  a  deliberate  and 
fatal  poisoning  of  the  very  fountains  of  truth  I  The  rest  of  the 
nation,  '* perhaps  the  majority,  totally  gave  up  the  past" 
(p.  28),  and  wandered  away,  with  such  remnants  of  coiomon 
honesty  as  still  clave  to,them,  to  be  "  lost  among  the  heathen  " 
(p.  28),  and  never  attempted  any  utter  falsification  of  the 
annals  of  their  race.  None  but  the  "  pious,"  and  the  "  body 
and  soul"  reformers,  could  lay  sufficiently  violent  hands  on 
truth,  and  multiply  command  after  command  in  God's  mouth 
for  Moses,  every  syllable  of  which  was  "  fiction." 

Every  student  of  Wellhausen  knows  that  we  are  not  magni- 
fying by  a  hair's-breadth  his  frightful  charge  against  certain 
writers  of  Scripture.  He  treats  them,  with  coolest  scorn,  as 
deliberate  and  designing  fabricators.  The  Exile  led  them, 
instead  of  respecting,  and  transmitting,  their  national  records, 
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to  ^' treat  in  the  freest  possible  manner,  in  accordance  with 
their  own  ideas,  the  institutions  of  the  bygone  past "  (p.  49)  ; 
and  he  actually  adds,  ^'  For  what  reason  does  Chronicles  stand 
in  the  canon  at  all,  if  not  in  order  to  teach  ns  this  **  (p.  49)  ? 
A  book  ^stands  in  the  canon"  for  the  express  purpose  of 
teaching  free  and  wholesale  unveracity  to  be  permissible  in  the 
service  of  tJie  (Jod  .of  truth  I  He  describes  their  aim  to  be  that 
of  "  completely  altering  the  ancient  history"  (p.  86),  and  again 
^^  to  idealise  the  past  to  their  hearts'  content  *^  (p.  36).  Instead 
of  giving  the  true  Mosaic  legislation,  they  devote  themselves  to 
its  "artificial  and  ideal  repristination "  (p.  88).  To  call  a 
spade  a  spade  does  not  seem  to  be  ^^  scientific  '*;  so,  instead  of 
free  forgery,  let  us  speak  of  "  artificial  repristination  I  " 

But  it  is  time  to  ask,  where  are  tiie  overwhelming  proofs  of 
such  a  charge  ?  They  ought  to  be  like  bars  of  adama^nt,  but, 
instead,  we  find  them  ropes  of  sand. 

1.  Wellhaosen  is  again  in  the  position  of  not  having  a  single 
direct  statement  from  any  writer,  sacred  or  profane,  in  support  of 
his  extraordinary  view.  The  tabernacle  is  nowhere  pronounced 
a  "  fiction."  We  have  nowhere  a  description  of  Mosaic  worship, 
from  which  the  tabernacle  is  conspicuous  by  its  absence.  No 
historian,  nor  prophet,  nor  psalmist  throws  the  slightest 
positive  discredit  upon  it.  A  New  Testament  writer  treats  it 
as  indubitably  historical,  and  regards  it  (Heb.  9)  as  a  carefully 
constructed  type  of  our  divine  redemption.  The  conspirators, 
who  essayed  its  imaginary  erection,  are  altogether  unknown, 
and  unreferred  to.  It  is  well  thus  to  make  manifest  the  utter 
absence  of  positive  support,  which  Wellhausen  has  to  face. 

2.  But  he  is,  further,  in  the  very  awkward  position  of  having 
to  admit  that  one  most  essential  part  of  the  allied  "  fiction  " 
is  undeniably  true.  The  most  important  content  of  the  taber- 
nacle was  the  ark  of  the  covenant  of  the  Lord  in  its  most  holy 
place.    Wellhausen  cannot  get  rid  of  the  antiquity  of  the  ark  : 
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he  acknowledges  there  is  "early  testimony"  (p.  45)  for  it : 
nay,  he  admits  that  it "  had  a  certain  light  to  be  considered 
the  one  genuine  Mosaic  sanctoary  '*  (p.  27).  In  this  be  only 
follows  Enenen,  who  describes  Moses  as  ^^  raising  the  ark  to 
be  IsraeVs  central  sanctuary  "  {Relig.  of  Israel^  vol.  L,  p.  290). 
Cmtrality  of  worship  from  the  first  is  inseparable  from  the 
acknowledged  existence  of  the  ark.  No  family,  not  even  any 
tribe,  in  Israel  conld  constract  arks  for  themselves  :  there  was 
but  one  ark,  recognised  and  unrivalled,  the  symbol  alike  of 
the  unity  of  the  nation,  and  of  the  unity  of  their  God  and  their 
worship.'  While  the  ark -remains,  therefore,  what  better  is 
Wellhausen,  though  he  could  "  idealise  **  the  tabernacle  ?  He 
has  only  stripped  off  the  clothes  and  left  the  living  body  : 
he  has  only  thrown  away  the  husk,  and  left  untouched  the 
kernel.  No  "  artificial  repristination  '*  will  get  rid  of  the  ark  : 
it  stands  *^ pristine^'  before  aU  his  sophistry,  and  by  its  grand 
"pristination,"  it  knocks  his  whole  theory  to  pieces. 

We  would  add  that,  while  Wellhausen  treats  as  "  fiction  "  the 
minute  account  of  the  construction  of  the  ark  which  Scripture 
gives,  he  cannot  give  the  least  clue  as  to  its  true  construction. 
He  cannot  tell  in  what  place,  nor  in  what  year,  nor  by  what 
hands  it  was  fashioned,  nor  what  strange  circumstances  induced 
all  the  tribes  to  a  common  acknowledgment  of  such  a  mystic 
and  all-binding  symbol.  How  could  such  a  fundamental 
marvel  drop  out  of  history  ? 

8.  We  have  an  ^qyress  historic  affirmation  of  the  existence  of 
the  tabernacle  in  1  Sam.  2.  22.  If  that  one  verse  stands, 
Wellhausen's  "  whole  position  "  is  annihilated.  But  he  says  it 
is  "badly  attested,"  and  "open  to  suspicion"  (p.  41),  and  he 
therefore  declares  it  "  an  interpolation  "  (p.  43).  The  Revisers 
of  the  English  Yersion  not  only  r^ard  the  verse  as  genuine, 
but  do  not  even  introduce  a  marginal  doubt  of  its  genuineness. 
The  American  Revisers  concur  with  them  in  accepting  the 
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Terse,  A  verse,  thus  amply  attested  by  the  scholarship  of  the 
day,  mast  be  suppressed,  else  Wellhaosen  has  no  case.  Sorely 
this  may  show  the  perilous  self-confidence  of  his  "  science." 

4.  We  have  an  equally  express  testimony  to  the  existence  of 
the  tabernacle  or  tent  of  meeting  in  1  Kings  8.  4,  where  its 
introduction  into  Solomon's  Temple  is  mentioned,  "And  they 
brought  up  the  ark  of  the  Lord,  and  the  tent  of  meeting,  and 
all  the  holy  ressels  that  were  in  the  Tent ;  even  these  did  the 
priests  and  Levites  bring  up."  The  risky  and  capricious 
character  of  Wellhausen's  "science"  is  well  illustrated  by  his 
handling  of  this  verse.  There  are  two  references  to  "the 
Tent"  in  the  earlier  chapters  of  1  Kings:  "And  Zadok  the 
priest  took  the  horn  of  oil  out  of  the  Tent,  and  anointed 
Solomon  "  (1  Kings  1.  89) :  "  And  Joab  fled  into  the  Tent  of  the 
Tx>rd,  and  caught  hold  on  the  horns  of  the  altar  "  (1  Kings  2. 28), 
Here  are  what  Wellhausen  regards  (pp.  43, 44)  as  two  absolutely 
conclusive  arguments  in  r^ard  to  these  three  quotations  from 
1  Kings,  (a)  "  The  Tent  of  meeting  "  in  8.  4  must  he  the  same 
as  "  the  Tent "  in  1.  89,  and  "  the  Tent  of  the  Lord  "  in  2.  28  ; 
and,  as  the  Tent  in  the  two  latter  quotations  is  necessarily  the 
temporary  covering  for  the  ark  which  David  erected  on  Zion, 
therefore  the  reference  in  8.  4  must  be  to  David's  temporary 
structure  also,  (h)  If  the  Tent  in  8.  4  refers  to  the  Mosaic 
tabernacle,  then  it  is  out  of  all  harmony  with  the  context,  and 
must  be  discarded  as  an  interpolation.  Are  these  arguments 
cogent  ? 

(1)  What  necessity  is  there  for  the  Tent  being  the  same  in 
all  these  quotations  ?  We  think  it  is  the  same,  but  we  demur 
to  its  being  necessarily  so.  There  is  an  interval  of  eleven  years 
between  the  event  in  8.  4,  and  the  events  in  1.  89  and  2.  28. 
It  is  quite  conceivable  the  writer  might  have  occasion  to  refer 
to  different  tents  at  such  different  periods. 

(2)  The  tent  in  1,  89  and  2.  28  is  neither  necessarily  nor 
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probably  David's  Zion  tent.  Where  are  we  ever  told  that  the  holy 
anointing  oil  of  1.  39  was  stored  up  in  the  tent  which  stood  on 
ffion  during  tJie  last  year  or  two  of  David's  life  ?  Where  are 
we  ever  told  that  the  central  altar,  to  whose  horns  the  homicide 
might  flee,  as  in  2.  28,  was  transferred  to  that  Zion  tent  ?  The 
overwhelming  probability,  in  both  cases,  is  that  the  Mosaic 
tabernacle  is  meant.  If  so,  then,  on  Wellhausen's  own  premisses, 
the  tent  in  8.  4  must,  a  fortissimo^  be  the  Mosaic  tabernacle 
also !    Only  thus  can  his  contextual  harmony  be  secured. 

(3)  The  statement  in  8.  4,  that  "  they  brought  up  the  ark  of 
the  Lord,  and  the  tent  of  meeting,  and  all  the  holy  vessels  that 
were  in  the  Tent,"  seems  most  naturally  interpreted  by  regard- 
ing the  ark  and  the  tent  as  brought  up  from  different  localities 
(the  one  from  Zion,  the  other  from  Gibeon) ;  else  the  ark 
should  not  have  had  first  and  separate  mention,  but  might  have 
been  regarded  as  a  content  of  the  tent,  being  one  of  its  ^'  holy 
vessels.*'  It  is  thus  treated,  when  the  construction  of  all  has 
been  narrated,  in  Exod.  40.  2,  and  17-18. 

(4)  Wellhausen  freely  acknowledges  that  the  expression, 
"  tent  of  meeting,**  in  8.  4,  is  most  inapplicable  to  David's  tent, 
and  naturally  suggests  the  Mosaic  tabernacle. 

Keeping  these  four  comments  in  view,  it  will  be  seen  how 
utterly  insecure  is  Wellhausen's  assumption  that  the  tent  in 
1.  89,  and  2.  28  must  be  David's  tent,  and  how  unwarranted  is 
his  imperious  dictum  that  8.  4  must  be  rejected  as  an  interpola- 
tion. And  yet,  if  8.  4  be  no  interpolation,  his  "  whole  position  *' 
is  again  blown  away  like  a  cobweb. 

5.  We  saw  how  Wellhausen  could  invent  imaginary  centres  of 
worship  as  rivals  for  Shiloh ;  so  we  find  also  he  can  invent 
imaginary  receptacles  for  the  ark  as  rivals  to  the  tabernacle. 
He  quotes  God's  words  through  Nathan,  to  David  :  "  I  have 
not  dwelt  in  an  house  since  the  day  that  I  brought  up  the 
children  of  Israel  out  of  Egypt,  even  to  this  day,  but  have 
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walked  in  a  tent  and  in  a  tabernacle"  (2  Sam.  7.  6),  and  com- 
ments thns:  '^As  David's  tent  does  not  date  back  to  the 
Exodns,  Nathan  is  necessarily  speaking  of  changing  tents  and 
dwellings  "  (p.  45) :  and  again  "  The  ark  has  not  as  its  correlate 
a  single  definite  sacred  tent  of  state,  but  is  quite  indifferent  to 
the  shelter  it  enjoys — has  frequenilg  changed  its  abode,  but 
never  had  any  particularly  fine  one  "  (p.  45).  Compare  Well- 
hausen's  commentary  with  Nathan's  original,  and  it  will  be  at 
once  seen  what  a  huge  addition  the  critic  foists  into  the 
prophet's  words.  Nathan  speaks  of  "  a  tent,"  and  of  **  a  taber- 
nacle "  :  Wellhausen  plidralises  this  into  "  changing  tents,"  and 
^*  frequent  abodes."  There  is  not  an  atom  of  suggestion  from 
Nathan  that  God  had  even  once  ^*  changed  His  tent "  in  the 
whole  period  from  Moses  to  David ;  nor  does  he  give  the  least 
hint  whether  the  one  tent  was  "  particularly  fine  "  or  not. 

Be  it  added  that,  after  thns  inventing  these  ''changing 
tents,"  Wellhausen  cannot  produce  the  slightest  reference  to  any 
one  of  them  from  all  the  historical  writers  on  whom  he  would 
fain  rely.  He  makes  no  pretence  to  have  discovered  a  solitary 
reference  to  them.  May  we  not,  therefore,  retort  on  him  his 
own  daring  words,  and  say, ''  Wellhausen's  changing  tents  rest 
on  a  historical  fiction!'*''  ^^ Hebrew  tradition  knows  nothing 
at  all  about  them  !  "  Is  it  not  fair  to  urge  that,  if  he  can  hold 
to  the  reality  of  these  ''  changing  tents,"  though  they  are  not 
once  referred  to,  it  is  just  as  possible  to  hold  to  the  reality  of 
the  Mosaic  tabernacle,  even  though  it  were  (as  we  have  shown 
it  is  far  from  being)  equally  unreferred  to  ? 

6.  We  saw  also  how  Wellhausen  could  slip  in  evidence  from 
Joshua,  though  apparently  bent  on  ignoring  him ;  we  now  find 
him  doing  the  same  with  the  Chronicler.  When  he  cannot  get 
his  "changing  tents"  acknowledged  anywhere,  he  actually 
takes  refuge  in  1  Chronicles,  and  professes  to  have  encountered 
there  a  veritable  confirmation  of  his  views.    Nathan's  words 
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are  thtiB  given  in  Chronicles  :  *'  I  have  gone  from  tent  to  tent, 
and  from  (one)  tabernacle  (to  another)"  (1  Chron.  17.  5). 
Wellhausen  regards  these  words  as  implying  a  multiplicity  of 
tents,  and,  therefore,  eulogises  the  Chronicler's  skill,  and  says 
of  him,  '^  the  reading  of  the  parallel  passage  in  1  Chron.  17.  5, 
therefore,  correctly  interprets  the  sense"  (p.  45).  But,  in  the 
first  place,  these  words  do  not  imply  a  plurality  of  "  changing 
tents " ;  if  they  did,  Wellhausen  must  hold  that  a  series,  of 
tents  were  simultaneously  pitched  at  convenient  distances 
through  the  wilderness,  and  that  the  Deity  then-  walked,  like 
a  magnified  human  being,  from  the  one  tent  to  the  others  in 
succession,  in  the  presence  of  all  Israel  The  language  is  the 
language  of  metaphor,  and,  to  such  an  absurd  literalisation  of 
it,  it  were  enough  to  answer,  "When  I  was  a  child,  I  spake  as 
a  child."  The  words,  both  in  Kings  and  Chronicles,  are  most 
amply  elucidated  by  the  representation  of  one  tent  or  tabernacle 
for  Jehovah,  which  was  habitually  carried  before  the  people 
throughout  their  desert  journeys,  and  which  was  regularly 
pitched  as  (metaphorically)  Jehovah's  "  resting-place  "  at  every 
spot  where  the  people  halted.  How  would  Wellhausen  answer 
if  we  insisted  on  literalising  the  language  of  Kings  "from  the 
day  that  I  brought  up  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  Egypt 
even  to  this  day,  I  have  walked  in  a  tent,"  and  maintained  that 
Jehovah  had  been  engaged  in  one  un-halting  walk^  with  no 
wilderness  or  other  rests,  from  the  Exodus  to  the  "this  day" 
of  Nathan  ? 

But,  leaving  such  puerility,  our  further  remark  is  that 
Wellhausen  is  debarred,  by  his  own  reiterated  verdicts,  from 
seeking  responsible  evidence  from  the  Chronicler.  He  treats 
him  as  a  deliberate  fabricator,  who  was  quite  untrammelled 
by  truth  in  what  he  wrote,  and  whose  aim  was  the  "  completely 
altering  the  ancient  history."  He  even  asks, "  For  what  reason 
does  Chronicles  stand  in  the  canon  at  all,  if  not  in  order  to 
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teach  us  this?"  (p.  49).  And  yet,  when  he  cannot  get  a 
solitary  rag  elsewhere  to  cover  the  nakedness  of  his  "  changing 
tents,"  he  suddenly  throws  a  garment  of  credibility  around 
the  Chronicler,  and  walks  arm-in-arm  with  him  as  "Correct 
Interpreter  I "  We  do  not  deny  that  this  may  be  "  science," 
but  it  is  surely  the  "  science  "  of  facing  both  ways,  or  of  blow- 
ing hot  and  cold,  at  one  and  the  same  instant  of  time.  We 
have  urged  that  Wellhausen  does  not  "  correctly  interpret "  the 
Chronicler ;  and  we  have  urged  further  that,  even  though  he 
could  achieve  a  "  correct  interpretation  "  of  him,  hs  is  barred 
from  founding  on  it  as  veritable  history. 

7.  This  seems  the  most  appropriate  place  for  showing  that 
the  existence  and  notoriety  of  the  tabernacle,  as  first  built  by 
Moses,  and  as  still  known  and  honoured  by  David  and  Solomon, 
are  most  expressly  asserted  in  the  Books  of  Chronicles.  The 
author  describes  David  as  leaving  "Zadok  the  priest,  and 
his  brethren  the  priests,  lefore  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lord  in  the 
high  place  that  was  in  Oibeon^'  (1  Chron.  16.  89).  When 
David  sacrifices  on  the  thresliing-floor  of  Oman,  the  author 
excuses  him,  "  For  t?ie  tahemaele  of  the  Lordy  which  Moses  made 
in  the  wilderness,  and  the  altar  of  burnt  ojffering,  were  at  that 
time  in  the  high  place  at  Gibeon.  But  David  could  not  go 
before  it  to  inquire  of  God,  for  he  was  afraid  because  of  the 
sword  of  the  angel  of  the  Lord  "  (1  Chron.  21.  29,  80).  At  the 
outset  of  Solomon's  reign,  it  is  said  of  him,  "  So  Solomon,  and 
all  the  congregation  with  him,  went  to  the  high  place  that  was 
at  Gibeon ;  for  there  was  the  tent  of  meeting  of  Ood,  which 
Moses  the  servant  of  the  Lord  had  made  in  the  taildemess  " 
(2  Chron.  1.  8).  If  one  wants  to  see  a  string  of  lame  and 
inconclusive  comments,  set  oflf  with  an  air  of  calm  infaUibiUty, 
let  him  read  what  Wellhausen  says  (pp.  40,  41)  of  the  above 
three  quotations.* 

*  See  Note  B,  for  WellbauBen's  critldsmf  in  fulL 
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(a)  He  first,  by  a  strange  freak,  fixes  on  the  third  quotation, 
and  transforms  it  into  the  firsts  calling  it  **  the  point  from 
which  it  (the  history)  starts"  (p.  40).  We  submit  that  the 
days  of  David  preceded  the  days  of  Solomon,  and  that,  if  the 
three  quotations  are  to  be  bracketed  as  a  continuous  '*  his- 
tory," then  the  "start"  is  with  what  is  said  of  Zadok  in 
1  Chron.  16.  89 — else  the  history  "starts,"  and  then  travels 
backwards. 

(b)  He  further  declares  that,  in  the  third  quotation,  "the 
Chronicler  designates  the  tabernacle  at  Gibeon  by  the  name  of 
Bamah,"  or  "  high  place  "  (p.  40).  A  moment's  glance  at  the 
quotation  will  show  that  "  the  Chronicler  "  does  no  such  thing ; 
he  describes  the  tabernacle  as  located  on  the  high  place  at 
Gibeon;  but  he  does  not  describe  it  as  itself  constituting  a 
high  place.  This,  therefore,  which  he  magniloquently  calls 
a  contradictio  in  adjecio  is  only  a  contradictio  in  Oermano 
intellectu.  When  it  is  said  "  Uiere  is  by  the  sheep  gate  a  pool," 
the  pool  is  not  thereby  "designated  "  a  gate.  When  it  is  said 
"the  ark  rested  on  Ararat,"  the  ark  is  not  thereby  "desig- 
nated" a  mountain.  This  may  seem  childish,  but  it  is  ren- 
deted  necessary  by  the  fact  that  the  narrative  is  said  to  be 
^^  partictdarlt/ ^^  (p.  40)  discredited  by  the  charge  we  are 
rebutting. 

(c)  He  also  declares  that  the  third  quotation  "  is  in  contra- 
diction "  (p.  40)  with  the  following :  "  Only  the  people  sacrificed 
in  the  high  places,  because  there  was  no  house  built  for  the 
name  of  the  Lord  until  those  days.  And  Solomon  loved  the 
Lord,  walking  in  the  statutes  of  David  his  father;  only  he 
sacrificed  and  burnt  incense  in  the  high  places.  And  the  king 
went  to  Gibeon  to  sacrifice  there ;  for  that  was  the  great  high 
place :  a  thousand  burnt  offerings  did  Solomon  offer  upon  that 
altar "  (1  Kings  3.  2-4).  There  is  not  the  slightest  "  contra- 
diction "  between  the  two  narratives ;  they  may  be  explanatory, 
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or  sapplementorj,  of  each  other,  bat  they  are  to  no  extent 
"  contradictory."  The  writer  in  Kings  shows  that,  while  high 
^aces  abounded  through  the  land,  there  was  something  asso- 
ciated with  Gibeon  which  gave  it  signal  pre-eminence  over  them 
all,  entitling  it  to  be  styled  "  the  great  high  place,"  and  that  it 
wsA  for  that  reason  that  Solomon  chose  Gibeon  for  the  solemn 
national  gathering  and  sacrifice,  which  inaugurate  his  reign. 
Whence  this  strange,  and  evidently  universally  acknowledged, 
pre-eminence  of  Gibeon  ?  What  more  natural  explanation 
(indeed,  any  other  is  hardly  conceivable)  than  that  which  the 
supplement  in  Chronicles  suggests,  viz.,  that  the  Mosaic  taber- 
nacle, the  once  honoured  workmanship  and  glory  of  all  the 
tribes,  was  there,  with  the  great  national  altar  of  burnt  offering 
beside  it?  The  writer  in  Kings  leaves  ths  reason  for  the 
asserted  pre-eminence  of  Gibeon  undetailed ;  but  that  some 
strong  reason  existed,  his  words  unmistakably  imply.  Reject 
the  explanation  in  Chronicles,  and  what  other  is  forthcoming  ? 
Both  narratives  are  naturally  and  exhaustively  represented  by 
the  statement  that  Solomon  sacrificed  upon  the  brasen  altar 
which  was  before  the  Mosaic  tabernacle,  which  tabernacle  was 
then,  and  had  for  some  time  been,  located  on  the  high  place 
at  Gibeon.  There  is  a  very  satisfying  harmony  between  the 
narratives :  to  talk  of  inevitable  "contradiction "  between  them 
is  criticism  run  wild. 

(d)  Without  a  shadow  of  proof,  and  entirely  out  of  the 
depths  of  Ins  own  subjectivity,  Wellhausen  declares  (p.  41)  that 
the  reference  to  the  Mosaic  tabernacle  in  the  third  quotation 
must  be  an  interpolation.  It  is  just  the  Chronicler  at  his  old 
tricks  again :  he  fancied  it  would  look  well  to  make  "  the 
young  and  pious  Solomon  "  (p.  41)  offer  worship  at  the  proper 
legal  centre,  and  so  he  invents  a  Mosaic  tabernacle,  and  de- 
liberately foists  the  "fiction"  into  the  text;  but  he  knows 
quite  well  the  tabernacle  never  existed,  and  it  would  be  idle  to 
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attach  the  slightest  credit  to  his  words.  Farther  down,  he 
treats  the  Chronicler  to  a  general  and  nnmitigated  repudiation, 
by  declaring  that  his  history  '^  ought  to  be  left  altogether  out 
of  account  where  the  object  is  to  ascertain  what  was  the  real  and 
genuine  tradition**  I  (p.  41).  Yet  this  is  the  same  critic  who 
(we  have  just  seen)  is  ready  bo  pat  the  Chronicler  on  the  back, 
and  call  him  '*  Correct  Interpreter,'*  when  he  wants  some 
imaginary  acknowledgment  of  his  "  changing  tents."  If  he 
could  be  "  correct "  about  these  "  tents,"  why  might  he  not  also 
be  "  correct "  about  the  reason  why  **  that  was  the  great  high 
place"? 

{e)  Wellhausen  then  fells  the  three  quotations  by  a  common 
blow  as  follows  :  ^^  Along  with  2  Chron.  1.  3  aeg,  also  fall  the 
two  other  statements  (1  Chron.  16.  39 ;  21.  29),  both  of  which 
are  dependent  on  that  leading  passage,  as  is  clearly  revealed  by 
the  recurring  phrase,  the  Bamah  of  Gibeon  "  (p.  41).  We  have 
already  adverted  to  the  retrograde  style  of  writing  history, 
which  makes  statements  in  first  Chronicles  *^  dependent  **  on  a 
statement  occurring,  several  chapters  subsequently,  in  eecond 
Chronicles  ;  and  we  cannot,  by  any  stretch  of  imagination,  see 
why  ^*  the  recurring  phrase,  the  Bamah  of  Gibeon,"  should  have 
the  least  effect  in  making  the  first  two  statements  '^  dependent  ** 
on  the  third  as  '^  leading  "  :  if  it  entailed  any  subordination,  it 
would  surely  have  made  the  second  and  third  statements 
'^ dependent"  on,  and  ampliative  of,  the  first.  Although, 
therefore,  the  third  statement  were  to  **  fall,"  it  is  a  ludicrous 
inconsequence  to  say  that  the  first  two  statements  must "  fall 
along  widi  it."  But  we  have  shown  that  the  third  statement 
does  not  "  fall " — ^Wellhausen  utterly  fails  to  weaken  or  overturn 
it :  so  the  three  statements  are  left  ^^  on-fallen  '*  and  incontro- 
vertible, and  they  justify  our  declaring  it  the  universal  belief  of 
the  Jewish  Church  that  the  erection  and  long  continuance  of 
the  Mosaic  tabernacle  were  indisputable  truisms. 

C  2 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


8C  SANCTUARY  AND  SACRIFICE. 

8.  The  only  other  criticism  we  offer  on  Wellhausen's  taber- 
nacle romance  is  that  his  doctrine  of  ^^  artificial  repristination  ** 
is  in  glaring  conflict  with  the  analogy  of  the  rest  of  Scripture. 
He  says  the  post-Exilic  writers  were  thoroughly  aware  of  the 
dense  ignorance  of  Moses,  bat  they  compassionated  that  igno- 
rance, and  covered  it  up  from  the  knowledge  of  all  future  ages 
by  a  brilliant  "  fiction."  But  that  is  not  how  the  writers  of 
Scripture  generally  go  to  work :  if  God's  servants  err,  they 
record  the  error,  instead  of  *'  repristinating  "  it  into  faithfulness. 
If  Abraham  tells  lies,  they  are  not  "  repristinated  "  into  truth. 
If  Jonah  proves  a  coward,  he  is  not  "  repristinated  "  into  the 
courageous  prophet.  If  Moses  so  dishonours  God  as  to  be  kept 
out  of  Canaan,  or  if  his  brother  makes  an  idol ;  if  the  twelve 
disciples  are  filled  with  carnal  Messianic  views,  or  if  the  boldest 
of  them  denies  with  oaths  his  Blessed  Master, — there  is  no 
"artificial  repristination"  for  any  of  such  shortcomings,  but 
only  a  plain  writing  of  them  down,  that  they  may  be  sad 
warnings  ever  after  to  "  him  that  thinketh  he  standeth."  Is  it 
only  the  post-Exilics  that  must  have  perfect  saints  ?  If  Moses 
was  wandering  for  forty  years  through  the  wilderness,  without 
"the  faintest  suspicion"  (p.  21)  that  a  unity  of  sanctuary  was 
fundamental,  would  we  not  expect  his  imperfection  to  be 
plainly  told,  instead  of  its  being,  with  incredible  absurdity  and 
astuteness,  "  repristinated  "  into  a  tabernacle  ?  The  names  of 
the  "  repristinators,"  and  the  motives  they  acted  from,  and  the 
place  of  their  assembly,  and  the  circumstances  in  which  they 
palmed  their  "  repristination  "  off  on  all  "  the  pious  ou^  "  of 
their  age,  are  utterly  and  absolutely  unchronicled  on  any  page  of 
history.  And  yet,  with  domineering  dogmatism,  we  are  asked  to 
accept  that  "repristination"  as  one  of  the  surest  facts  of  history. 

We  have  dealt  at  considerable  length  with  the  acknowledged 
contradiction  between  Wellhausen's  view  and  the  three  classical 
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embodiments  of  miity  of  sanctuary,  which  are  embedded  in  the 
historical  Jewish  Scriptures,  as  they  have  been  handed  down  to 
us ;  and  we  have  canvassed  the  considerations,  on  whose  strength 
he  asks  us  to  put  the  belief  of  the  nation,  and  the  plainest 
historical  statements,  utterly  aside.  He  professes  to  be  found- 
ing on  history ;  but  his  whole  performance  is  just  a  tearing  of 
history  to  tatters.  His  call  to  us  is,  "  Ye  believe  in  the  Jews — 
believe  rather  in  me " ;  but  he  does  not  give  us  a  particle  of 
warrant  for  such  change  of  faith. 

There  are  other  aspects  of  his  theory,  as  enunciated 
in  Chapter  I.,  which  may  be  more  briefly  glanced  at.  To 
one  of  these  we  shall  devote  the  remainder  of  the  present 
chapter. 

A  grand  display  of  Evolution  is  always  paraded  as  a  signal 
characteristic  and  recommendation  of  WeUhausen's  views  ;  and, 
undoubtedly,  this  accounts  for  much  of  their  popularity.  What 
are  we  nowadays  if  we  are  not  evolutionists  ?  All  law,  all 
history,  all  science,  must  they  not  be  passed  through  the 
evolution  crucible,  and  be  shown  to  have  risen  from  the  small 
germ  and  beginning,  through  gradual  and  improving  forms,  to 
the  complex  and  harmonious  issue?  Is  not  the  battle  nine- 
tenths  won,  if  we  profess  to  show  a  regular  gradation,  a  natural 
dependence,  an  appropriate  culmination  ?  This  is  what 
Wellhausen  undertakes  to  show.  In  past  ages,  all  readers  of 
the  Old  Testament,  including  the  Jews  themselves,  have  been 
utterly  misinterpreting  Jewish  history  ;  they  have  been  driving 
the  cart  before  the  horse,  they  have  been  treating  the  man  ad 
though  he  were  the  child,  they  have  been  founding  the  building 
on  the  copestone.  He  will  abolish  such  folly,  and  will  show 
the  history  rising,  by  a  pleasmg  sequence,  from  Mosaic  germs 
to  post-Exilic  fulness.  In  especial,  as  r^ards  the  establishment 
of  unity  of  sanctuary,  he  will  show  it  as  "  a  slow  growth  of 
time"  (p.  17) ;  he  will  "trace  the  process"  (p.  17)  ;   and,  in 
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tracing  it,  he  will  ^'distinguish  several  stages  of  development " 

(p.  17). 

Now,  we  must  beware  of  magnifying  evolution  over-much. 
It  is  a  most  real  and  noble  discovery  among  processes  through- 
out the  universe  without  number.  But  we  are  not  warranted 
in  elevating  our  power  to  trace  an  evolution  into  an  exclusive 
test  of  truth.  If  we  see  things,  in  nature  or  in  history,  with 
absolute  plainness,  we  are  not  to  disbeUeve  them,  merely 
because  our  finite  vision  cannot  meantime  trace  an  evolution  in 
what  we  see.  But  this  is  not  our  answer  to  Wellhausen  :  we  do 
not  need  to  shelter  in  such  an  answer.  Our  answer  is  that 
there  is  not  the  slightest  vestige  of  evolution,  in  the  pompous 
neo-history,  which  he  parades.  If  he  will  have  that  neo-history 
classed  as  evolutionary,  it  must  be  on  the  opposite  principle 
from  lum8  a  non  lucendo ;  for  it  is  evoluUo  a  non  evolvendo. 

What  are  the  Facts  ? 

1.  Roughly  speaking,  Wellhausen  may  be  said  to  be  dealing 
with  a  period  of  a  thousand  years,  from  the  Exodus  to  the 
Return  from  Babylon.  The  great  fact,  which  he  labours  to 
establish,  is  that,  during  nine-tenths  of  that  period  (viz.,  from 
the  Exodus  to  the  times  of  Josiah),  all  Israel  remained  on 
an  unvarying  dead  levels  so  far  as  the  knowledge  of  a  unity  of 
sanctuary  was  concerned  I  They  made  no  progress — ^not  even 
*'  a  pious  desire  "  for  such  progress  existed — "  throughout  ike 
whole  of  the  earlier  period  of  the  history  of  Israel,  the  restriction 
of  worship  to  a  single  selected  place  was  unknown  to  any  one 
even  as  a  pious  desire  "  (p.  22).  With  what  more  unmitigated 
emphasis  could  the  slightest  traces  of  evolution  be  denied  ? 
The  above  quotation  refers  to  about  nine  centuries  of  the 
millennium  with  which  Wellhausen  deals,  and  it  embraces  ''  the 
whole  "  of  these  nine  centuries,  and  it  allows  no  exception  in 
regard  to  "  any  one,"  among  all  the  twelve  tribes,  while  these 
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centuries  were  nrnning;  and  it  stigmatises  them  as  atterlj 
nnprogressive,  and,  therefore,  utterly  on-evolationary  I  Men 
like  Solomon  and  Hezekiah  (whose  centralisations  are  denied) 
remained  as  un-evolved,  and  as  devoted  to  multiplicity  of  altars, 
as  any  *^  nomad  ^^  around  SinaL  Elijah, ''  that  great  zealot  for 
purity  of  worship  "  (p.  21),  regarded  the  throwing  down  of  the 
abounding  altars,  not  as  a  pleasing  adumbration  of  approaching 
unity,  but  "  as  the  height  of  wickedness  "  I  (p.  21). 

2.  What  succeeded  to  this  mighty  monotony  ?  Under 
Josiah,  in  621  B.C.,  a  forged  Deuteronomy  is  suddenly  sprung 
(in  the  name  of  Moses)  on  the  nation,  and,  with  marvellous 
rapidity  and  incredible  docility,  the  free  worship  of  nine  cen- 
turies is  all  at  once,  and  by  the  whole  kingdom,  thrown  away 
for  centralised  worship.  What  no  previous  reformer  foresaw 
or  longed  for,  what  Elijah  deplored  as  '^  the  height  of  wicked- 
ness" (p.  21),  what  even  Isaiah  in  the  same  century  ^^does  not 
desire  "  (p.  46),  but  counteracts,  is  instantaneously  installed  as 
the  height  of  piety,  and  as  alone  l^al  and  desirable — and  all 
this  when  a  forger  calls  to  it !  Where  here  is  the  visible 
leavening  of  the  centuries  ?  where  the  "slow  growth  of  time  " 
(p.  17),  and  "the  several  stages  of  development"  (p.  17), 
which  Wellhausen,  in  his  opening  sentences,  bound  himself  to 
exhibit?  By  his  own  admission,  the  reformation  by  Josiah 
"  in  every  respect  figures  as  a  new  first  step  upon  a  path  untU 
then  absolutely  untrodden**  (p.  46).  Is  it  possible  to  use 
language  more  expressly  cutting  that  reformation  off  from  all 
natural  gradation  out  of  the  past  ?  Instead  of  a  "  slow  growth,^* 
it  resembles  one  of  those  cataclysms  in  nature,  of  which  the 
geologist  is  so  jealous.  It  is  like  some  midnight  coruscation, 
rendering  thick  darkness  visible,  rather  than  an  evolutionary 
light,  "  that  shineth  more  and  more  unto  the  perfect  day." 

3.  How  did  tlie  reformation  by  Josiah  lead  up  to  what 
followed  it  ?    Only  by  the  cra^-like  evolution  of  moving  back- 
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wards.  The  midnight  blaze  goes  out  as  suddenly  as  it  flamed 
forth,  and  the  darkness  of  the  nine  centuries  reigns  supreme 
again.  A  few  years  after  Josiah's  death  ^Hhere  are  as  many 
altars  as  towns  in  Judah  "  (p.  27).  And  by  586  B.C.  there  is 
nothing  for  it  but  to  pack  the  nnevolvable  heretics  off  to 
Babylon.  Is  this  cataclysm  or  evolution  ?  The  whole  period, 
from  the  Exodus  to  the  Captivity,  is  represented  (as  far  as 
belief  in  unity  of  sanctuary  is  concerned)  as  a  period  of  un- 
evolutionary  darkness,  broken  only  by  a  fitful  gleam  (from 
621  B.C.  to  608  B.C.)  of  thirteen  years. 

4.  How  does  evolution  display  itself  on  the  return  from 
Babylon  ?  Wellhausen  seems  completely  to  have  forgotten,  for 
the  moment,  that  he  is  a  pledged  evolutionist,  when  dealing 
with  this  stage ;  at  all  events,  he  uses  language  which  seems 
expressly  to  exclude  evolution.  "  The  new  generation  had  no 
natural,  but  only  an  artificial^  relation  to  the  times  of  old" 
(p.  28).  We  thought  the  key  to  evolution  was  that  each  stage 
is  linked  by  a  "  natural,"  and  not  by  a  merely  "  artificial "  or 
foreign  or  miraculous,  bond  to  all  the  stages  which  preceded. 
He  says  the  establishment  of  unity  of  sanctuary  was  effected  by 
"  a  breach  of  historical  continuity,  than  which  it  is  impossible 
to  conceive  a  greater"  (p.  28).  We  thought  it  was  in  "his- 
torical continuity,"  and  not  in  the  most  violent  "  breaches  "  of 
it,  that  evolution  was  to  be  traced.  He  says  that  to  get  the 
people  to  hallow  only  one  place  of  worship  "required  a  complete 
breaking  off  of  the  natural  tradition  of  life,  a  total  severance  of 
all  connection  with  inherited  conditions  "  (p.  28).  We  thought 
that  a  faithful  following  out  of  "  the  natural  tradition  of  life," 
and  a  due  development  of  "  inherited  conditions,"  were  indis- 
pensable to  evolution.  He  gives  us  no  glimpse  of  the  evolu- 
tionary workings  in  the  people's  minds  in  Babylon  regarding 
unity  of  sanctuary,  he  leaves  them  shrouded  in  darkness  ;  and 
he  acknowledges  that  the  unity,  which  they  established  on 
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their  return,  was  at  diametric  variance  with  (instead  of  being 
evolutionary  of)  arrangements  "with  which  from  ancestral 
times  the  holiest  memories  were  associated  "  (p.  28). 

5.  Apart  from  the  foregoing  specific  absurdities  in  Well- 
hausen's  pretended  evolution,  we  would  urge,  in  general,  that 
his  view  implies  a  radical  mistake,  as  to  the  inherent  value  of 
centralisation  of  worship,  and  a  consequent  reversal  of  what 
might  be  a  natural  and  seemly  evolution,  in  relation  thereto. 
Centralisation  is  not  a  mark  of  spiritual  advancement  to  be 
pressed  forward  to,  it  is  one  of  the  "beggarly  elements"  of 
Judaism,  to  be  left  further  and  further  behind.  Wellhausen's 
whole  romance  is  practically  founded  on  the  idea  that  to  shut 
God's  worshippers  up  to  one  place  of  worship  and  sacrifice,  is  a 
grand  goal  to  have  reached — a  goal  on  whose  attainment  it 
was  no  labour  lost  to  have  expended  the  "  slow  growths  "  of  a 
thousand  years.  Nothing  could  be  wider  of  the  mark,  nor 
more  at  variance  both  with  common  sense  and  Scripture. 
Centralisation  was  one  of  the  "imperfections,"  one  of  the 
"signs  for  the  time  then  present,"  part  of  the  "yoke"  which 
was  bound  around  the  necks  of  the  Jews,  from  the  moment 
that  God  first  entered  into  His  temporary  national  covenant 
with  them.  As  such,  it  is  embedded  in  what  Wellhausen  styles 
the  Book  of  the  Covenant  from  the  first.  It  is  "an  altar,'* 
and  not  a  plurality  of  altars  simultaneously,  which  that  code 
sanctions;  and  a  common  sanctuary  is  ilidispensable  to  its 
requirement  that  three  times  in  the  year  all  the  males  would 
have  to  present  themselves,  in  united  worship,  before  the  Lord. 
Centralisation  was  established  by  God's  own  voice  from  Sinai, 
and  not  by  an  unknown  forger  in  Josiah's  day.  See  in  what  a 
fantastic  position  Wellhausen's  interpretation  of  the  Book  of 
the  Covenant  lands  him,  as  an  evolutionist.  He  declares  that 
that  Book  sanctions  accepted  sacrifice  everywhere :  there  is  no 
restriction  of  places ;  the  worshipper  may  raise  his  altar  where 
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he  pleases — "in  every  place" — and  God  will  record  His  name 
and  bless  him ;  He,  who  is  everywhere  present,  may  be  every- 
where waited  on  with  seemly  sacrifice.  Bnt  what  is  this  except 
to  realise  the  sublime  truth,  which  Jesus  announced  to  the 
woman  of  Samaria,  the  coming  of  the  day  when,  not  on  Zion, 
nor  on  Gerizim,  but  everywhere,  where  there  are  broken  contrite 
spirits.  He,  who  is  a  Spirit,  may  be  worshipped  in  spirit  and  in 
truth  ?  Wellhausen  makes  his  evolution  start  from  a  ^tsc- 
ticallj perfect  view  of  worship ;  he  makes  the  "nomads"  of  the 
wilderness  anticipate  the  liberty  proclaimed  by  Jesus  at  Jacob's 
well.  He  does  not  show  us  the  evolution  of  a  germ  of  im- 
perfect semi-materialist  Jahve-worship,  confined  at  first  to  some 
particular  town  or  mountain,  and,  by  a  slow  growth,  expanding 
till  it  takes  in  all  Palestine,  and  then  all  the  world.  Nay  I  the 
culmination  of  a  true  evolution  begins  in  the  desert,  where  the 
wanderers  are  quite  aware  of  the  worshipper's  freedom,  and  of 
the  Deity's  omnipresence,  as  regards  "  every  place  " — ^it  takes 
long  centuries  of  inscrutable  evolving  on  the  part  of  Judges, 
and  Kings,  and  Prophets,  before,  in  Josiah's  day,  a  stiff-necked 
nation  can  at  last  reach  the  germ^  viz.,  that  Jehovah  can  be 
acceptably  worshipped  in  one  place  only.  The  accomplished 
author  of  the  Preface  (Professor  Robertson  Smith)  promises  us 
"the  intense  pleasure  of  following  institutions  and  ideas  in 
their  growth  "  (p.  ix.).    Our  feelings  are  certainly  "  intense." 

We  have  urged  that  our  power  to  trace  an  evolution  must 
not  be  magnified  into  a  necessary  test  of  truth.  But  we  urge, 
with  equal  confidence,  that  Wellhausen's  pretended  evolution 
is  a  fiasco.  His  theory  is  as  much  at  variance  with  a  natural 
and  intelligible  evolution,  as  it  is  contradictory  of  the  express 
historical  statements  of  the  Jewish  Scriptures. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

(A)    THE  LUDICROUS  DATING  OF  THE  THREE  CODES — 
(B)   MULTIPLIED  CONTRADICTIONS. 

WE  have  now  compared  Wellhausen's  theory  of  sanctuary 
with  the  general  tenor  of  the  Jewish  records,  and  we 
have  found  him  utterly  unwarranted  in  his  entire  subversion  of 
these  records.  If  they  are  false,  he  has  yet  to  prove  their 
falsity.  He  cannot  reasonably  ask  us  to  cast  aside  the  plain, 
and  manifold,  and  universally  accepted  testimony  of  a  succession 
of  historians,  merely  because  he  chooses  to  fancy  '*  I  understand 
more  than  the  ancients."  We  have  also  compared  his  theory 
with  the  important  doctrine  of  evolution,  and  we  have  found 
that  evolution  scouts  the  least  association  with  such  an 
egregious  process  as  he  describes.  In  this  chapter,  we  shall  now 
endeavour  to  give  pointed  illustration  of  what  we  regard  as  the 
two  leading  and  abiding  characteristics  of  all  his  pages — their 
Imaginariness,  and  their  Contradictoriness.  Confining  ourselves, 
as  hitherto,  to  his  chapter  on  "The  Place  of  Worship,*'  we 
propose  to  show  (A)  the  imaginariness  of  its  main  positions  ; 
and  (B)  the  frequent  contradictoriness  of  its  assertions. 

(A) 
Nothing  strikes  one  more  forcibly,  on  almost  his  every  page, 
than  the  free-and-easy  romancing,  to  which  he  treats  the 
materials  before  him.  Where  we  expect  quotation,  we  get 
invention;  where  we  expect  proof,  we  get  dogmatism.  We 
shall  confine  our  illustrations  of  this  to  the  three  diverse  codes 
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of  ritual,  which  he  declares  the  Pentateuch  to  contain,  and 
whose  dates  he  undertakes  to  fix,  with  their  regulations  as  to 
"sacrificial  places"  as  his  exclusive  guide.  If  he  has  not 
proved  the  originations  of  these  codes,  it  will  be  universally  felt 
that  he  has  proved  nothing.  To  our  thinking,  he  has  not  given 
a  shadow  of  proof  of  his  origination  of  any  of  the  three.  He  is 
very  fond  of  crying  out,  "  Not  a  trace,"  or  "  Not  the  faintest 
trace,"  about  things  whose  existence  he  scouts ;  and  they  are 
frequently  things  which,  though  he  cannot  see  them,  are 
extremely  visible  to  other  people.  We  shall  borrow  his  own 
phraseology,  and  shall  venture  to  specify  the  "  not-a-trace " 
characteristic  as  the  most  outstanding  of  the  characteristics  of 
lus  argumentation  on  the  codes.  Let  us  take  the  three  codes  in 
succession. 

I. 

The  first  code  extends  from  Exod.  20.  22  to  23.  83,  and  it 
contains  the  following  regulations  :  "  Gods  of  silver,  or  gods  of 
gold,  ye  shall  not  make  ;  an  altar  of  earth  thou  shalt  make  unto 
Me,  and  shalt  sacrifice  thereon  thy  burnt  offerings  and  thy 
peace  offerings,  thy  sheep,  and  thine  oxen  :  in  every  place  where 
I  record  My  name  I  will  come  unto  thee,  and  will  bless  thee. 
And  if  thou  make  Me  an  altar  of  stone,  thou  shalt  not  build  it 
of  hewn  stones  ;  for  if  thou  lift  up  thy  tool  upon  it,  thou  hast 
polluted  it.  Neither  shalt  thou  go  up  by  steps  unto  Mine  altar, 
that  thy  nakedness  be  not  discovered  thereon  "  (Exod.  20. 23-26). 
Our  German  leader  undertakes,  from  the  terms  of  these  verses, 
to  fix  the  period  at  which  they,  and  the  three  chapters  which 
follow  them,  were  promulgated  as  a  code.  Most  readers,  after 
glancing  at  the  verses,  will  look  forward  with  intense  wonder- 
ment for  the  indications  of  time  which  he  is  to  pick  out.  What 
are  they  ? 

1.  The  date  he  announces  is  "  (say)  in  the  first  centuries  of 
the  divided  kingdom  "  (p.  32).    That  is  his  entire  description  of 
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ihe  date!  Was  ever  a  date  delivered  of  a  more  flexible  and 
evanishiDg  kind,  or  containing  more  practical  proof  that  the 
fixer  of  it  is  himself  in  complete  ignorance  regarding  it  ?  He 
does  not  give  us  a  year,  nor  a  decade,  nor  a  lifetime,  bat  leaves 
us  with' "centuries"  to  roam  through.  And  all  this  in  the 
name  of  exact  "  science."  We  may  safely  say  he  gives  "  not  a 
trace  "  of  definite  date. 

2.  It  is  only  a  following  of  this  out  to  add  that  other  points, 
essential  to  the  origination  of  the  code,  are  left  in  the  same 
impenetrable  mystery  as  the  particular  year  when  it  appeared. 
Who  was  its  author  ?  In  what  reign  did  it  appear  ?  Was  it 
issued  in  the  northern,  or  in  the  southern,  portion  of  "the 
divided  kingdom  "  ?  What  circumstances  called  for  its  issue  ? 
Was  its  author  known  to,  or  acknowledged  by,  any  prophet  ? 
How  was  it  received  and  observed  by  the  generation  that  first 
heard  of  it  ?  On  not  one  of  these  questions  can  Wellhausen 
cast  the  slightest  ray  of  light.  He  has  "  not  a  trace,''  he  has 
"not  the  faintest  trace,"  of  a  clue  to  any  of  the  circumstances 
of  its  origination.  And  yet  be  would  fain  pose  as  having  fixed 
its  date  with  oracular  certainty.  In  the  want  of  paternity,  and 
of  other  essentials,  his  code  beats  Melchizedek  hollow. 

8.  It  might  seem  that  the  indefiniteness  of  the  foregoing 
origination  of  the  code  could  not  be  outatripped  in  absurdity  ; 
but,  when  we  proceed  to  contemplate  (he  reason  assigned  for  the 
invisible  origination,  we  do  feel  that  we  are  being  taken  down 
to  a  still  profounder  depth  of  "  scientific  "  nescience.  We  are 
dealing  with  pp.  80-82  of  Wellhausen's  book ;  and  we  make  this 
prominent  (in  view  of  the  strength  of  our  language),  that  we 
may  be  instantly  exposed,  if  we  misrepresent  him  by  a  hair*s 
breadth.*  We  say  advisedly,  then,  that  on  these  pages,  which 
form  his  whole  Scripture-narrative  basis  for  the  origination  of 
his  code — he  brings  forward  nothing  but  instances  of  worship, 

•  See  Note  C. 
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far  back  in  patriarchal  days,  on  the  part  of  Abraham,  of  Isaac, 
and  of  Jacob.  He  devotes  two  whole  pages  to  quoting  how 
these  patriarchs  went  about  through  Palestine,  building  altars, 
and  digging  wells,  wherever  they  came  ;  and,  with  "  not  a 
trace  "  of  proof  or  explanation,  he  clinches  these  quotations  by 
saying  that  they  demonstrate  a  code  in  the  heart  of  Exodus, 
written  by  the  same  author,  to  have  been  drawn  up  by  him  in 
some  of  the  '^  centuries  "  subsequent  to  Rehoboam  !  His  words 
are,  "All  this"  (t.e,  all  the  preceding  detail  of  patriarchal 
worship)  "is  only  to  be  understood  as  a  glorification  of  the 
relations  and  arrangements  of  the  cultus  as  we  find  them  (say) 
in  the  first  centuries  of  the  divided  kingdom^^  (p.  82).  The 
worship  of  the  patriarchs,  eight  centuries  before,  proves  a  code 
in  Exod.  20-23  to  have  a  post-Behoboam  origin.  That  is  the 
naked  argument.  Are  we  not  justified  in  saying  that  there  is 
"  not  a  trace,"  that  there  is  "  not  the  faintest  trace,"  of  reason- 
able connection  between  the  premisses  and  the  conclusion? 
Be  it  added  that  Wellhausen  does  not  believe  in  the  truth  of 
these  patriarchal  narratives.  He  puts  them  on  the  same  plat- 
form of  romance  as  we  have  already  seen  him  put  the  Mosaic 
tabernacle.  He  laughs  at  them  as  mere  "  legends,"  invented 
by  a  fearless  forger  to  "glorify  the  origin  of  the  sanctuaries 
to  which  they  are  attached,  and  to  surround  them  with  the 
nimbus  of  a  venerable  consecration  "  (p.  81).  Is  it  not  splendid 
reading  ?  A  writer  (with  "  not  a  trace  "  of  his  existence),  from 
motives  (with  "  not  a  trace  7  of  their  having  been  cherished), 
invents  "l^ends"  (with  "not  a  trace"  of  the  invention) 
to  glorify  "relations  and  arrangements"  of  worship  (with 
"not  a  trace"  of  what  these  "relations  and  arrangements" 
were).  And  we  must  either  swallow  this  incomparable  "  not- 
a-trace"  fiasco,  or  pass  life  "outside  the  pale  of  scientific 
scholarship." 
4.  We  might  occupy   the  whole   of   the  present  chapter 
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with  noting  other  accmnnlating  inconaiBtencies  in  Wellhansen's 
origination  of  Exod.  30 — 23.  Bat  we  think  it  will  be  enough 
if  we  merely  name,  without  expanding,  the  following : — 

(a)  The  essence  of  his  theory,  as  he  has  occasionally  to 
acknowledge,  requires  that,  so  far  as  altar-building  and  cen- 
tralisation are  concerned,  the  whole  period  from  Moses  to 
Josiah  be  r^arded  as  homogeneous,  with  not  ^^  even  a  pious 
desire,"  on  the  part  of  "  any  one,"  for  change.  If  so,  how  can 
he  guess  (for  his  '*  science  "  is  here  mere  subjective  guess-work) 
on  **'  the  first  centuries  of  the  divided  kingdom,"  instead  of  any 
other  of  the  "  centuries  "  of  that  mighty  period,  for  the  origi- 
nation of  its  code  ?  On  his  awn  theory^  would  not  a  Mosaic 
authorship  be  more  apt,  chronologically,  than  a  post-Rehoboam 
authorship  ? 

(b)  Wellhausen  is  perpetually  insistmg  that  each  code  must 
correspond  with  the  praxis  of  the  period  of  its  promulgation. 
Look  at  the  first  edict  of  his  "  Jehovistic "  code :  "  Ye  shall . 
not  make  [other  gods]  with  Me :  gods  of  silver,  or  gods  of 
gold,  ye  shall  not  make  unto  you"  (Exod.  20.  28).  How 
does  this  fit  the  praxis  of  '^the  first  centuries  of  the  divided 
kingdom  "  ?  The  great  event,  with  which  these  "  centuries  " 
start,  and  which  colours  their  whole  course,  is  thus  described : 
"  Whereupon  the  king  took  counsel,  and  made  two  calves  of 
gold;  and  he  said  .  .  .  Behold  thy  gods,  0  Israel,  which 
brought  thee  up  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt.  And  he  set  the 
one  in  'Bethel,  and  the  other  put  he  in  Dan "  (1  Kings  12. 
28,  29).  How  can  the  law,  "Gods  of  silver,  or  gods  of 
gold,  ye  shall  not  make"  be  said  to  ^^have  its  root  in,  and 
to  give  sanction  tOy  the  usage  "  (p.  80)  of  a  period,  which  has 
the  worshipping  of  "gods  of  gold"  as  its  most  flaming 
characteristic  ? 

(c)  According  to  Wellhausen's  view  of  "  In  every  place  where 
I  record  My  Name  I  will  come  unto  thee,"  we  should  expect,  in 
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the  history  of  his  "  first  centuries,"  a  saccession  of  appearances 
of  Jehovah  at  distinct  places,  and  the  hallowing  of  such  places 
thenceforth  as  new  seats  of  worship.  But  there  is  "not  a 
trace"  of  such  new  selections  in  the  whole  history  in  the 
Kings. 

{d)  When,  dealing  with  these  "  first  centuries,"  he  talks  of 
"  the  relations  and  arrangements  of  the  cultus  as  we  find  them," 
we  instinctively  9A^— Where  do  **we  find  them"?  There  is 
no  outline  of  them  in  Scripture.  We  know,  quite  incidentally, 
that  God  had  seven  thousand  true  worshippers,  unknown  to 
Elijah ;  we  know  that  he  had  faithful  prophets,  whom  Obadiah 
hid  by  fifties  in  a  cave ;  but  of  any  definite  and  comprehensive 
outline  of  their  "  cultus,"  there  is  "  not  a  trace  "  in  the  whole 
record.  Nay,  our  author  emphasises  this  elsewhere;  these 
"  first  centuries  "  are  included  in  the  period,  of  which  he  writes, 
"For  reasons  easily  explained,  it  is  seldom  that  an  occasion 
.  arises  to  describe  the  ritual "  (p.  55).  Need  we  add  that, 
taking  the  nation  as  a  whole,  the  sad  summing-up  of  their 
praxis,  during  these  "  centuries,"  is  as  follows :  "  They  rejected 
His  statutes,  and  His  covenant  that  He  made  with  their  fathers, 
and  His  testimonies  which  He  testified  unto  them ;  .  .  .  .  And 
they  forsook  all  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  their  God,  and 
made  them  molten  images,  even  two  calves,  and  made  an 
Asherah,  and  worshipped  all  the  host  of  heaven,  and  served 
Baal"  (2  Kings  17. 15,  16)  ?  This  shows  that  "the  arrange- 
ments of  the  cultus,"  which  a  post-Rehoboam  author  would  see 
around  him,  were  a  flagrant  violation  of  God's  "  statutes  "  and 
God's  "  testimonies,"  given  in  previous  ages  1 

{e)  Wellhausen's  interpretation  of  "  An  altar  of  earth  thou 
shalt  make,"  and  "  If  thou  make  Me  an  altar  of  stone,  thou 
shalt  not  build  it  of  hewn  stones,"  compels  him  to  hold  that 
the  only  altar,  allowable  during  his  "  first  centuries,"  was  one 
of  "  earth  "  or  of  "  unhewn  stones  of  the  field,"  and  also  that 
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"such  an  altar  falls  to  pieces  just  as  readily  as  it  is  built" 
(p.  29).  Take  the  chief  altar  worshipped  at  during  these 
"  centuries  " — that  of  Jeroboam  at  Bethel — ^there  is  "  not  a 
trace"  of  its  being  built  either  of  "earth"  or  of  "unhewn 
stones";  the  emphatic  judgment  which  descended  on  it — 
"the  altar  was  rmt^^ — ^rather  suggests  some  other  material; 
and,  instead  of  "readily  falling  to  pieces,"  it  was  predicted 
(1  Kings  13.  2)  not  to  fall  till  JoBiah's  day :  "  Moreover  the 
altar  that  was  at  Bethel,  .  .  .  even  that  altar  and  the  high 
place  he  [Josiah]  brake  down"  (2  Kings  23.  15). 

(/)  Wellhausen  declares  that  the  regulations  of  his  code, 
and  the  story  of  the  patriarchs,  are  "  in  perfect  correspondence" 
(p.  30).  Yet,  in  his  very  next  two  sentences,  he  gives  two 
references  which  prove  that  the  "correspondence"  is  the  re- 
verse of  "  perfect "  I  (1)  There  is  "  not  a  trace,"  in  the  code, 
of  "  setting  up  memorial  stones,  planting  trees,  digging  wells." 
Yet  these,  he  says,  "  the  fathers  of  the  nation  "  are  described  as 
attending  to,  as  habitually  as  to  "erecting  altars."  (2)  He 
numbers  up  "  Shechem  and  Bethel  in  Ephraim ;  Hebron  and 
Beersheba  in  Judah;  Mizpah,  Mahanaim,  and  Penuel  in 
Gilead,"  as  places  over  which  a  post-Behoboam  forger  throws 
a  patriarchal  halo  in  Genesis,  in  order  to  glorify  "  famous  seats 
of  worship  "  in  his  own  day.  But  Wellhausen  never  seems  to 
have  bethought  himself  that  there  is  "not  a  trace"  of  any 
direct  glorification  of  Jerusalem  in  all  Genesis.  Yet  surely,  to 
a  post-Rehoboam  forger,  Jerusalem  would  immediately  have 
presented  itself,  as  entitled,  above  every  other  place,  to  his 
"nimbus  of  a  venerable  consecration."  We  are  told,  as  a 
solemn  secret,  that  these  Genesis  tales  are  for  present  service : 
"  they  are  no  mere  antiquarian  facts,  but  full  of  the  most  living 
significance  for  the  present  of  the  narrator  "  (p.  80).  But  the 
most  dominating  objects  in  "  the  present  of  the  narrator  "  were 
Jerusalem  and  its  Temple :  why  no  "  nimbus  "  for  them  ? 
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We  have  jotted  down  other  difficulties ;  but  is  there  any  need 
for  belabouring  a  mere  phantom  further  ?  Surely  tie  facts 
(1)  that  he  has  not  one  atom  of  positive  proof  for  the  origina- 
tion of  his  first  code ;  (2)  that  he  has  to  leave  us  weltering 
through  the  wide  bog  of  "centuries "  for  the  date  of  its  origi- 
nation ;  (3)  that  his  only  proof  (I)  that  it  did  originate,  in 
some  undiscovered  crevice  dt  these  "  centuries,"  is  the  fact  that 
the  patriarchs  are  described  as  building  altars  freely  anywhere, 
a  thousand  years  before  these  "  centuries  "  began ; — are  enough 
to  warrant  us  in  hurrying  on,  without  more  ado,  to  see  if  he  has 
any  better  proof  for  the  origination  of  his  second  code. 

IL 

We  shall  not  say  that  the  second  code  exceeds  the  first — but 
we  place  it  very  high  among  the  achievements  of  the  "  Higher 
Criticism,"  when  we  admit  that  it  equals  the  first— in  the 
daring  disregard  of  facts,  and  in  the  startling  invisibility  of 
reasons,  with  which  Wellhausen  has  surrounded  its  origin. 
His  second  code,  as  is  well  known,  is  the  Book  of  Deuteronomy, 
especially  chs.  12 — 26,  which  form  its  more  exclusively  legis- 
lative section.  At  the  opening  of  this  section,  we  read  as 
follows :  "  Unto  the  place  which  the  Lord  your  God  shall 
choose  out  of  all  your  tribes  to  put  His  Name  there,  even  unto 
His  habitation  shall  ye  seek,  and  thither  thou  shalt  come  :  and 
thither  ye  shall  bring  your  burnt  offerings,  and  your  sacrifices. 
...  Ye  shall  not  do  after  all  the  things  that  we  do  here  this 
day,  every  man  whatsoever  is  right  in  his  own  eyes  :  for  ye  are 
not  as  yet  come  to  the  rest  and  to  the  inheritance,  which  the 
Lord  your  God  giveth  thee.  But  when  ye  go  over  Jordan,  and 
dwell  in  the  land  which  the  Lord  your  G6d  causeth  you  to 
inherit,  and  He  giveth  you  rest  from  all  your  enemies  round 
about,  so  that  ye  dwell  in  safety :  then  it  shall  come  to  pass 
that  the  place  which  the  Lord  your  God  shall  choose  to  cause 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


THE  DATING  OF  THE  CODES.  51 

His  Name  to  dwell  there,  thither  shall  ye  bring  all  that  I 
command  you  ;  your  bomt  offerings,  and  your  sacrifices,  your 
tithes,  and  the  heave  offering  of  your  hand,  and  all  your  choice 
vows  which  ye  vow  unto  the  Lord"  (Deut.  12.  5-12).  This  is 
the  law  of  the  central  sanctuary ;  and,  out  of  the  above  verses 
containing  that  law,  Wellhausen  undertakes  to  extract  proof  of 
the  almost  inconceivable  date,  at  which  he  holds  it  was  first 
delivered.  We  again  name  the  pages  (pp.  32-34)  of  his  book 
which  contain  the  arguments  we  are  now  reviewing.* 

1.  We  would  first  note  that  the  above  verses  fix  unmistakably 
the  date,  when  the  law,  which  they  contain,  was  delivered,  viz., 
before  Israel  "  go  over  Jordan,"  and  while  they  are  *'  not  as  yet 
come  to  the  rest "  of  Canaan.  Not  once,  but  with  sevenfold 
iteration,  is  that  date  asserted.  Wellhausen  declares  the  asser- 
tion to  be  utterly  and  absolutely  false.  He  says  the  Law  was 
never  heard  of  till  seven  hundred  years  after  Israel  had  "  gone 
over  Jordan  "  ;  and  it  was  first  spoken,  not  by  Moses  in  Moab, 
but  by  Josiah  in  Jerusalem  I  Let  this  utter  trampling  on  the 
authority  of  Scripture  be  put,  as  it  deserves,  in  the  forefront. 
He  promised,  in  b^inning,  to  trace  '^  the  historical  course  of 
the  development"  (p.  17)  from  the  books  of  Scripture.  Here 
he  is  treating  the  most  solemn  witness  of  one  of  these  books 
with  utter  scorn. 

2.  Where,  then,  it  may  be  wonderingly  asked,  does  he  find 
any  reference  to  Josiah  in  these  verses  we  have  quoted  ?  It 
might  seem  that  no  microscope  could  reveal  the  "faintest 
trace "  of  such  a  reference ;  but  they  see  very  small  (when  it 
suits  them)  in  Germany  ;  and  Wellhausen  sees  an  incontestable 
proof  of  a  Josian  reference  in  the  following  clause  :  "  Ye  shall 
not  do  after  all  the  things  that  we  do  here  this  day,  every  man 
whatsoever  is  right  in  his  own  eyes."  These  words  contain 
th%  whole  of  what  he  says  amounts  to  an  absolute  demonstration 

•  Bee  Note  D. 
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that  they,  and  the  smromiding  context,  were  first  addressed  to 
Israel  by  Josiah.  How  does  he  make  it  out  ?  He  discovers 
from  the  words  (and  we  cannot  fancy  any  tyro  disagreeing  with 
him)  that  the  legislator  is  prescribing,  as  the  people's  duty, 
what  he  sees  to  be  at  variance  with  the  people's  practice.  Or, 
in  his  own  more  magniloquent  language,  "  The  above  law  is  in 
conscious  opposition  to  '  things  that  we  do  here  this  day,'  and 
throughout  has  a  polemical  and  reforming  attitude  towards 
existing  usage"  (p.  33).  And,  without  a  break,  he  adds,  "It 
is  rightly  therefore  assigned  by  historical  criticism  to  the  period 
of  the  attacks  made  on  the  Bamoth  by  the  reforming  party  at 
Jerusalem"  (p.  33).  Was  there  ever  a  ^^ therefore''''  penned 
more  utterly  unwarranted  by  what  precedes  it  ?  We  have  given 
the  marvellous  reasoning  in  full.  The  two  sentences  we  have 
quoted  are  enough,  in  Wellhausen's  opinion,  to  demonstrate 
that  Deuteronomy  originated  under  Josiah.  Most  people  will 
think  that  a  more  ludicrous  inconsequence  was  never  written. 
Here  is  what  his  argument,  stated  as  a  syllogism,  amounts 
to :  "  (1)  The  above  law  condemns  existing  usf^e ;  (2)  at  no 
period  did  existing  usage  require  to  be  condemned,  except 
in  the  days  of  Josiah ;  (3)  therefore  the  above  law  must  have 
been  promulgated  in  Josiah's  reign."  It  is  the  second  of  the 
foregoing  premisses,  which  contains  the  huge  petitio  principii^ 
that  covers  the  whole  argument  with  ridicule.  Can  "  historical 
criticism"  disprove  that  "existing  usage"  might  need  "rcr 
form,"  at  the  close  of  those  "  forty  years  long  in  the  wilderness," 
during  which  God  "was  grieved  with  that  generation" 
(Ps.  96.  5)?  That  is  the  intelligible  period  (when  "they 
have  not  known  My  ways ")  in  which  the  Law  proclaims  its 
own  delivery.  Can  "  historical  criticism  "  disprove  that  "  ex- 
isting usage"  needed  "reform,"  on  the  lines  of  Solomon's 
prayer  at  the  Temple  dedication  ?  Wellhausen  himself  acknow- 
ledges that  occasion  to  have  been  so  "polemical,"  that  "no 
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king  after  Solomon  is  left  nncensured '*  (p.  19)  !  Can  "his- 
torical criticism"  disprove  that  "existing  usage'*  needed 
"  reform  "  at  the  hands  of  Hezekiah,  of  whom  it  is  testified 
{hy  the  same  atiihor  who  describes  Josiah's  ^^ reform''^)  that 
"  he  removed  the  high  places,  and  brake  the  pillars,  and  oat 
down  the  Asherah  "  (2  Bangs  18.  4)  ?  Nay,  could  "  historical 
criticism"  disprove  that  "existing  usage"  may  have  been 
utterly  reprobated,  in  the  seven  centuries  before  Josiah,  by 
prophets  in  their  many  most  realj  though  unrecorded^^^  polemics"? 
There  is  not  an  atom  of  direct  statement,  nor  of  rational  logic, 
to  lead  us  from  the  mere  bald  generality, "  Ye  shall  not  do  after 
all  the  things  that  we  do  here,"  to  pin  the  Law  down  to  any 
age  whatsoever.  And  yet,  on  this  caricature  of  "  historical 
criticism,"  we  are  asked  to  repudiate  the  Biblical  history,  which 
Jews  and  Christians  alike  have  immemorially  accepted,  and  to 
embrace  the  hallucination  that  Deuteronomy  was  an  audacious 
f oi^ery,  seven  centuries  subsequent  to  Moses. 

Here,  as  in  the  case  of  the  first  code,  we  shall  much  condense 
several  other  objections  that  might  have  been  urged  at  length. 
They  are  such  as  follow : — 

3.  What  kind  of  "historical  criticism"  is  it,  with  "not  a 
trace  "  of  positive  warrant,  to  accept  one  half  of  a  sentence  as 
true,  and  to.  reject  the  other  half  as  false  ?  Wellhausen  is 
driven  to  this.  The  first  half  ("  Ye  shall  not  do  as  we  do 
here  "),  so  far  as  it  implies  the  people's  present  unfaithfulness^ 
he  clutches  at  as  true,  and  makes  it  the  very  pivot  of  his 
theory ;  the  other  half  ("Ye  are  not  as  yet  come  into  Canaan "), 
so  far  as  it  implies  the  people's  jttm^^  situation^  he  scouts  as  a 
deliberate  concoction. 

4.  He  founds  on  the  "  admitted  fact "  that  Deuteronomy  has 
"  a  literary  dependence  on  the  Jehovistic  code  "  (p.  33),  as 
confirming  the  view  that  Deuteronomy  originated  under  Josiah. 
But  there  is  here  a  vast  begging  of  the  question.    He  must 
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first  prove^  whereas,  as  we  have  seen,  he  has  only  (UBerted,  with 
"  not  a  trace  "  of  proof,  that  the  Jehovistic  code  originated  "in 
the  first  centuries  of  the  divided  kingdom."  The  said  "literary 
dependence''  is  at  least  as  explicable  on  the  view  that  the 
Jehovistic  code  was  promulgated  at  Sinai,  and  Deuteronomy 
forty  years  later  in  the  plains  of  Moab,  and  hoih  by  the  same 
author. 

5.  The  same  begging  of  Uie  question  adheres  to  his  statement 
(for  it  would  be  mockery  to  call  it  proof)  that  Deuieronomy 
alone  was  Uie  book  found  by  Hilkiah.  One  would  think  that 
some  advanced  critics  had  been  present  in  the  Temple,  and  seen 
the  book  picked  up,  they  speak  with  such  confidence  of  its 
contents.  In  reality,  here  is  all  they  have  to  say  for  themselves : 
"  From  this  " — %.e.  from  the  origination  (the  utterly  imaginary 

^origination,  as  we  have  shown  it)  of  Deuteronomy  under  Josiah 
— "  the  step  is  easy  to  the  belief  that  the  work  whose  discovery 
gave  occasion  to  King  Josiah  to  destroy  the  local  sanctuaries, 
was  this  very  Book  of  Deuteronomy"  (p.  33).  Was  ever  a 
neater  circle  described  ?  Why,  "  Uie  step  is  easy  "  to  number- 
less utterly  erroneous  "beliefs,"  if  we  are  determined,  with  "not 
a  trace  "  of  proof,  to  entertain  them.  Let  the  Bible  student 
take  special  note  of  the  points  just  emphasised,  in  view  of  Uie 
axiomatic  certainty,  with  which  the  late  date  of  Deuteronomy 
is  being  continually  proclaimed  to  him.  That  book  belongs  to 
the  Josian  era,  because  it  tries  to  improve  the  people's  practice  I 
That  book  was  picked  up  alone  by  Hilkiah,  because  this  is  an 
"easy"  inference  from  its  origination  under  Josiah  I  "Easy 
steps  "  are  proverbially  unsafe.    "  Facilis  descenstcs  !  " 

6.  We  are  unwilling  to  leave  the  second  code  without  further 
showing,  from  Wellhausen's  exposition  of  it,  how  many  practical 
interpolations  an  advanced  critic  can  foist  into  a  single  sentence, 
and  with  what  reckless  licence  he  can  treat  the  materials  of 

*    Scripture.    The  sentence  occupies  the  foot  of  p.  33  and  the  top 
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of  p.  34.*  If  that  sentence  be  caref ally  weighed  in  the  light  of 
what  precedes  it,  it  will  be  found  to  embrace  the  following  : — 

{a)  From  the  words,  "In  the  place  which  the  Lord  shall 
choose  in  one  of  thy  tribes,  there  thou  shalt  oflfer  thy  burnt 
offerings :  .  .  .  notwithstanding  thou  mayest  kill  and  eat  flesh 
within  all  thy  gates"  (Deut.  12. 14, 15),  Wellhausen  deduces  (1) 
that,  during  all  the  centuries  before  Josiahy  slaying  a  beast 
without  sacrificing  it  **  had  been  forbidden  "  to  Israel  through- 
out all  Palestine  ;  (2)  that  slaying  without  sacrificing  was  legal 
for  only  thirty  years  of  Israel's  pre-Exilic  occupancy  of  Pales- 
tine. There  is  '*  not  a  trace  "  of  sanction  for  these  deductions 
in  the  Scripture  history. 

(h)  From  the  words,  '^  And  if  a  man  lie  not  in  wait,  but  God 
deliver  him  into  his  hand ;  then  I  will  appoint  thee  a  place 
whither  he  shall  flee  "  (Exod.  21. 18),  Wellhausen  deduces  (1)  that 
a]l  Uie  Canaanitiish  high  places  which  Israel  adopted,  and  all  the 
additional  high  places  which  they  extemporised  for  themselves, 
were  places  of  "asylum,"  to  which  the  manslayer  might  flee ;  as 
"  every  town  had  its  Bamah  "  (p.  21),  "asylum "  was  thus  uni- 
versal I  (2)  that  "  the  horns  of  the  altar  "  iu  "  the  tent  of  the 
Lord,"  to  which  Joab  fled  (1  Kings  2.  28),  merely  shared  the 
privilege  of  "asylum"  with  all  the  "altars"  of  Palestine; 
(8}  that  Josiah  "  abolished  these  rights  of  asylum  " ;  (4)  that 
the  appointment  of  six  cities  of  refuge,  in  Deut.  19. 1-18,  was 
intended  to  compensate  for  the  "  asylums "  which  Josiah  thus 
"abolished."  There  is  "not  a  trace"  of  sanction  for  these 
deductions  in  the  Scripture  history. 

(c)  From  the  four  verses,  Deut.  18.  6-8  and  16.  11  (which, 
to  save  space,  we  leave  the  reader  to  turn  up  and  read),  Well- 
hausen virtually  deduces  (1)  that  the  "  Levite  "  spoken  of  had 
been  a  "priest"  in  some   "sanctuary"  which  Josiah  had 

*  The  aentenoe  vill  be  found,  with  its  preceding  context  in  full,  in  Note  D.  It  is 
the  sentence  beginning  thus :  "  This  is  seen,  for  example,  when  he  permits  slaying 
without  sacriflcing/'  &o. 
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"  suppressed  *' ;  (2)  that  when  he  came  to  stay  permanently  at 
Jerusalem,  it  was  not  "  the  desire  of  his  own  soul "  that  brought 
him,  but  the  "invitation  of  *  provincials '  coming  oh  their 
sacrificial  pilgrimages "  :  (3)  that  these  "  provincials "  were 
"  recommended ''  thus  to  pitj  his  destitution,  caused  by  Josiah ; 
(4)  that  the  "portion  to  eat"  which  he  received  was  a 
"providing "for  his  lost  livelihood  in  a  "suppressed sanctuary." 
There  is  "  not  the  faintest  trace  "  of  these  deductions  in  the 
four  verses  we  have  named. 

We  thus  make  out  a  catch  of  ten  interpolations  in  one  sen- 
tence I  In  view  of  the  swelling  arrogance  of  the  "  Higher 
Criticism,"  it  is  well  to  notice  what  a  daring  absurdity  it  some- 
times amounts  to,  when  it  is  patiently  taken  to  pieces.  And, 
after  treating  us  to  a  string  of  interpolations  like  the  above* 
Wellhausen  winds  up  by  proclaiming,  "A  judgment  pronounced 
in  accordance  with  the  facts  can  therefore  assign  to  it "  {Le,  to 
Deuteronomy)  "  an  historical  place  only  within  that  movement 
of  reformation  which  was  brought  to  a  victorious  issue  by  King 
Josiah"  (p.  34).  The  "facts"  are  those  of  which  we  have 
shown,  in  detail,  there  is  "  not  a  trace  "  in  the  record.  It  is 
fair  to  add  that  the  conjunction  "therefore"  has  to  groan 
under  very  heavy  burdens,  when  a  "  Higher  Critic  "  pens  it. 

We  trust  we  have  shown  there  is  not  even  a  semblance  of 
convincingness  in  the  dating  of  Deuteronomy. 

III. 

We  now  oome  to  the  last  of  our  author's  three  codes,  the 
notable  Priestly  Code,  which  embraces  Exod.  26—40  (omitting 
32 — 34),  all  Leviticus,  and  large  sections  of  Numbers.  Our 
author  indeed  does  not  equalise  the  whole  of  his  code ;  for  he 
holds  that  Lev.  17 — 26  occupy  a  position  of  priority  to  the  rest, 
having  been  drawn  up  in  a  period  of  "transition"  (p.  35, 
note  1),  which  lies  between  the  issuing  of  Deuteronomy  and 
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flie  issuing  of  the  Priestly  Code.  This  priority  of  Lev.  17—26 
is  the  merest  guess-work:  he  offers  "not  a  trace"  of  proof 
for  it.  And  it  embodies  the  anachronism  that  "the  tent  of 
meeting  "  is  described  (Ley.  17.  4,  5,  9)  as  standing,  and  as 
universally  honoured,  before  the  command  for  its  construction 
was  ever  delivered.  What  clumsy  redactors  and  forgers  the 
German  subjectivity  introduces  us  to  in  the  authors  of 
Scripture  I 

Wellhausen  deals  with  this  code  on  pp.  85-38.*  We  have 
ah-eady  dealt  with  that  "  making  the  temple  portable,"  and  that 
"  artificial  repristination  of  the  past,"  and  that  "  abolition  of 
the  Jordan  place  of  worship  of  the  two  and  a  half  tribes," 
which  are  among  the  choicest  curiosities  of  these  pages;  and 
we  have  urged  that  there  is  "not  a  trace  "  of  proof  for  any  of 
these  peculiar  processes.  We  shall  only  now,  in  as  condensed 
a  form  as  possible,  notice  a  further  argument,  for  which  he 
claims  overwhelming  certainty,  for  fixing  the  date  of  the 
Priestly  Code. 

That  argument  is  that  we  must  r^rd  the  centndity  of  wor- 
ship (which  the  whole  code  presupposes)  as  universally  observed 
at  the  time  of  its  delivery ;  and,  as  such  universal  observance 
never  existed  till  after  the  return  from  Babylon,  therefore  the 
code  must  have  a  post-Exilic  origin.  That  argument  is  re- 
iterated over  these  pages  in  the  most  varied  and  unhesitating 
terms.  Both  Deuteronomy  and  the  Priestly  Code,  he  says, 
favour  a  central  sanctuary;  but  Deuteronomy  enforces  it  in 
opposition  to  existing  usage,  in  opposition  to  "  the  things  that 
we  do  here  this  day,"  and,  for  that  reason  alone,  must  have 
originated  under  Josiah ;  the  Priestly  Code,  on  the  other  hand, 
has  no  such  antagonistic  reference  to  "  the  things  that  we  do 
here,"  it  has  the  people's  practice  (as  to  centrality)  in  complete 
concord  with  its  requirements,  and, /or  that  reason  alone,  "its 
^S«e  Note  B. 
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place  is  after  Deateronomy,  and  in  the  third  poet-Exilian 
period  of  the  history  of  the  oultns  "  (p.  88).  "  Deuteronomy 
is  in  Uie  midst  of  movement  and  conflict ;  it  clearly  speaks  out 
its  reforming  intention,  its  opposition  to  the  traditional  ^  what 
we  do  here  this  day  * ;  the  Priestly  Code  stands  outside  and 
above  the  struggle — the  end  has  been  reachedy  and  made  a  secure 
possession.  On  the  basis  of  Uie  Priestly  Code  no  reformation 
would  ever  have  taken  place,  no  Josiah  would  ever  have 
observed  from  it  that  the  actual  condition  of  affairs  was  per- 
verse and  required  to  be  set  right ;  it  proceeds  as  if  everything 
had  heenfor  long  in  the  lest  of  order  "  (pp.  86, 36).  That  is  the 
grand  vaunted  demonstration,  that  all  past  ages  have  been  living 
in  a  realm  of  ^^  fiction  "  as  r^ards  Jewish  history,  and  that  the 
sacrificial  regulations  of  Leviticus,  instead  of  being  Mosaic, 
mu^  be  held  to  be  post-Exilic.  What  is  the  worth  of  the 
demonstration  ? 

1.  We  may  again  best  show  the  utter  inefficacy  of  Well- 
hausen^s  logic  by  patting,  in  the  form  of  a  syllogism,  what  it 
amounts  to.  It  amounts  to  this:  ^'(1)  A  Jewish  law  could 
be  delivered  only  at  a  period  when  the  proprieties  and  require- 
ments of  said  law  were  being  duly  observed  by  the  Jewish 
people ;  (2)  the  Jewish  people  never  universally  reverenced  the 
law  of  central  sanctuary  till  after  their  return  from  Babylon ; 
(8)  therefore  the  Priestly  Code,  which  is  based,  at  its  every 
turn,  on  the  hallowing  of  a  central  sanctuary,  must  be  post- 
Exilic  in  its  origin.'*  Here  it  is  the  first,  or  major,  premiss 
(and  not,  as  in  the  previous  syllogism,  the  second,  or  minor, 
premiss)  which  embodies  the  immense  petUio  principii,  which 
vitiates  the  whole  reasoning.  Neither  a  Jewish  law,  nor  any 
other  law,  necessarily  presupposes  universal  compliance  with  its 
terms,  at  the  time  of  its  first  delivery.  The  very  opposite  might 
be  more  reasonably  presupposed !  In  our  fallen  world,  the 
scope  of  law  is  to  denounce  and  to  correct,  much  more  than  to 
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oommend  and  to  stereotype,  a  peo{de'B  practice.  In  what  age, 
or  to  what  people,  coald  the  Decalogue  ever  have  been  ddivered, 
on  Wellhansen^g  view  ?  He  virtoally  transforms  every  legis- 
lator into  a  mere  historian,  and  goes  far  to  aboUsh  the  need 
for  the  l^islation  altogether.  And  yet,  if  the  ridicolons  axiom 
in  his  major  premiss  falls,  his  whole  dating  of  the  Priestly  Code 
is  left  (to  use  his  own  choice  sarcasm)  ^^  holding  itself  np  in  the 
air  by  its  own  waistband ''  (p.  89). 

2.  That  Wellhausen  has  to  lean  entirely  on  the  above  axiom 
may  be  at  once  proved  by  any  reader,  with  his  Leviticos  in 
his  hand.  Scmtinise  the  code  in  Leviticus  as  you  may,  and 
you  will  get  ^'  not  the  faintest  trace  **  of  any  statement  as  to 
whether  its  requirements  were  being  habitually  obeyed,  or  were 
being  habitually  disregarded,  by  the  people.  It  shows  what 
(mght  to  have  hem;  but  to  find  what  actually  tvasy  we  must 
search  elsewhere  than  in  the  code.  One  would  think,  from 
the  quotations  we  have  given  from  Wellhausen,  that  the  code 
was  brimful  of  proofs  that  it  was  universally  honoured  when 
delivered,  "Uie  end  has  been  reached,"  "everything  has  been 
for  long  in  the  best  of  order."  In  reality,  there  is  "not  a 
trace  "  of  such  proofs,  "  not  a  trace  "  of  how  "  everything  had 
been  for  "  a  single  day  I  Or,  if  we  qualify  that  statement,  it  is 
to  add  that,  on  one  day,  Aaron's  own  sons,  Nadab  and  Abihu, 
tramgreseed  the  code,  and  had  to  be  destroyed  by  fire  (Lev.  10. 
1-5)  I  If  that  was  "  the  actual  condition  of  affairs  "  in  the  very 
high  priest's  house,  by  what  authority  can  we  infer  that  every 
ordinary  house  throughout  Israel  was  faithfully  observing  the 
Divine  regulations? 

8.  Wellhausen  can  also  be  presented  with  the  following 
reductio  ad  ahmrdum.  Having  declared  (with,  as  we  have  just 
seen,  "not  a  trace"  of  proof)  that  the  centralisation  of  the 
Priestly  Code  had  been  "  for  long "  honoured  when  it  was 
delivered,  he  draws  the  following  inference :  "  Therefore,  by  all 
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the  laws  of  logic,  it  can  no  more  belong  to  the  first  period  than 
Deuteronomy  does  "  (p.  35).  That  is  to  say, "  the  first  period  " 
is  characterised  by  a  multiplicity  of  sanctuaries ;  therefore  a 
code,  which  tolerates  only  one  sanctuary,  is  debarred,  "  by  all 
the  laws  of  logic,"  from  having  originated  in  that  "first 
period."  But  how,  then,  can  he  evade  the  following  ?  "  The 
first  period  "  is  characterised  by  the  "  making  of  molten  images, 
even  two  golden  calves ; "  therefore  a  code,  whose  very  fore- 
front (Exod.  20.  23)  sternly  prohibits  "  gods  of  silver  and  gods 
of  gold,"  is  debarred,  "  by  all  the  laws  of  logic,"  from  having 
originated  in  that  "  first  period  "  (or  "  in  the  first  centuries  of 
the  divided  kingdom  ")  I  Could  anything  show  more  clearly 
what  a  house  of  cards,  what  a  tissue  of  dissolving  inconsistencies, 
Wellhausen's  most  vaunted  arguments  amount  to  ? 

4.  It  will  now  be  abundantly  manifest  how  pointless  is  the 
criticism,  "  No  Josiah  would  ever  have  observed  from  it  that 
the  actual  condition  of  affairs  was  perverse  "  (p.  35).  It  is  not 
the  essential  province  of  a  code  to  record  what  "the  actual 
condition  of  affairs  "  w,  but  only  what  "  the  actual  condition  of 
affairs  "  should  he.  A  Josiah,  like  any  other  body,  would  have 
to  ascertain  "  the  actual  condition  of  affairs  "  from  his  own 
personal  observation ;  and,  having  so  ascertained  it,  it  was  as 
open  to  him  to  compare  it  with  the  Priestly  Code,  as  to  compare 
it  with  Deuteronomy.  Centralisation  is  required  under  all  the 
three  codes ;  but  it  is  not  necessary  for  them,  qua  codes,  to 
specify  how  far  the  centralisation  was  observed,  or  neglected. 

Other  comments  might  be  added  on  Wellhausen's  origination 
of  the  Priestly  Code;  but  those  just  offered  may,  perhaps, 
suffice  for  associating  it,  in  an  utter  imaginariness,  with  his 
"making  the  Temple  portable,"  and  with  his  "artificial 
reprifltinations "  of  the  thousand  years. 

We  have  thus  patiently  dissected  the  arguments  in  his 
pp.  29-88,  and  we  submit,  with  confidence,  that  they  contain  "  not 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


SELF-CONTRADICTIONS,  61 

the  faintest  trace"  oi proof  (1)  that  Exod.  20—33  originated 
"  in  the  first  centuries  of  the  divided  kingdom  "  ;  nor  (2)  that 
Deuteronomy  originated  under  Josiah ;  nor  (3)  that  Exod.  25 
— Lev.  9  originated  subsequent  to  the  Exile.  If  so,  what 
becomes  of  his  "  whole  position,"  which  is  avowedly  contained 
in  his  "  first  chapter "  ?  If  it  depends  on  his  sure  dating  of 
the  codes,  it  is  an  entire — Imagination. 

(B). 

There  are  still  some  other  aspects  of  his  theory  (notably  the 
practical  denial  of  the  supernatural  in  prophecy  and  history, 
that  runs  through  his  pages)  that  are  open  te  remark.  But  we 
shall,  as  proposed,  confine  our  further  remarks  to  a  few  illustra- 
tions of  what  we  have  termed  the  frequent  contradictoriness  of 
his  assertions.  Not  only  do  they  often  contradict  Scripture  and 
probability,  they  also  very  often  contradict  one  another. 

In  his  Introduction  (p.  8)  Wellhausen  gives  us  a  bit  of  his 
"  personal  experience,"  telling  us  how,  in  his  "  early  student 
days,"  he  was  "  attracted  by  the  stories  "  of  the  Old  Testament, 
and  read  himself  ^'well  into  the  historical  and  prophetical 
books  "  ;  but  he  could  get  no  peace  ;  his  whole  "  enjoyment " 
of  the  books  "  was  marred  by  the  Law,"  which  "  intruded  itself 
uneasily  like  a  ghost,"  so  that  "  he  was  troubled  with  a  bad 
conscience,  as  if  he  were  beginning  with  the  roof  instead  of  the 
foundation."  At  length,  in  1867,  he  was  incidentally  apprised 
of  the  theory  of  Graf,  that  the  Law  was  posterior  to  the 
Prophets,  and  at  once  his  whole  spirit  leaped  forth  towards  this 
theory,  as  the  effectual  solvent  of  his  uneasiness,  and  the 
instantaneous  irradiator  of  the  Old  Testament  with  welcome 
and  consistent  light.  We  venture  to  offer  a  bit  of  "  personal 
experience  "  too.  In  reading  Wellhausen's  own  pages,  we  felt 
as  if  we  were  plodding  through  a  jungle,  where  free  and  in- 
telligible stepping  was  impossible ;  and  we  took  our  pen,  and 
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marked  down,  as  headings,  "  Bold  Assertions,"  "  Daring  De- 
fiances of  Scripture,"  "  Arguments  from  Silence,"  "  Self- 
Contradictions,"  ^^PeHHones  PrincipH'^ ;  and  we  then  read 
over  his  Chapter  L,  jotting  down  illustrations  of  the  above 
headings,  as  they  successively  arose.  The  result,  as  shown  on 
the  paper  still  lying  before  us,  is  that  we  netted  an  average  of 
twenty  entries  under  each  heading.  Such  a  "  personal  experi- 
ence "  may  show  that  Wellhausen  himself  may  unawares  raise 
as  many  "  ghosts,"  and  cause  as  much  "  uneasiness  "  to  others, 
as  the  shameless  redactors  of  Scripture  did,  in  his  ^' early 
student  days,"  to  him.  But,  without  more  ado,  let  us  close 
with  a  few  disjecta  membra^  in  the  form  of  happy  samples  of 
contradictoriness,  which  do  not  happen  to  have  previously 
occurred  for  notice. 

1.  On  p.  18  Shiloh  is  said  to  have  acquired  importance  as  a 
centre  of  worship  "  forthwith  "  on  Canaan  being  entered.  On 
the  very  next  page  (19)  this  importance  is  said  not  to  have 
emerged  till  "  towards  the  close  of  the  period  of  the  Judges  "  I 
Which  statement  is  true  ? 

2.  On  p.  23  Gilgal  and  Bethel  and  Beersheba  are  declared  to 
have  been  for  long  "  JehoYaii'B  favourite  seats  of  worship."  On 
p.  28  the  express  object  of  the  Captivity  is  said  to  have  been  to 
induce  the  people  to  regard  these  sanctuaries  as  "  heretical  cen- 
tres of  iniquity  "  !   What  kind  of  Divine  consistency  is  this  ? 

8.  On  p.  24  he  declares  that  "  the  great  house  of  (Jod  upon 
Mount  Zion  had  always  overtopped  the  other  shrines  in  Judah  " 
(and  so  on  other  pages).  But  on  p.  21  he  denies  all  supremacy 
to  Jerusalem;  he  declares  the  Ephraimites  flocked  through 
Judah  to  worship  God  elsewhere,  but  they  treated  the  capital 
with  contempt :  "  Jerusalem  they  left  unvisited  "  1  Can  any 
ingenuity  reconcile  these  two  views  of  the  holy  city  ? 

4.  On  p.  24  he  dates  Jerusalem's  chance  from  the  fall  of 
Samaria ;  it  was  only  "  thereby  "  that  "  the  field  was  left  dear 
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for  Jerosaleni."  Bnb  on  p.  27  he  claims  a  natural  supremacy 
for  Jerusalem  ages  before  Samaria  had  been  built ;  '*  the  found- 
ing of  Jerusalem  belonged  to  the  proudest  memories  of  the 
Israelite  history  "  I  Why,  then,  to  be  consistent,  does  he  not 
hold  "  the  field  was  clear  for  Jerusalem  "  before  the  kingdom 
had  been  divided  at  all  ?  Or  why  does  he  not  hold  that  '^  the 
field  was  left  clear ''  for  those  other  shrines  of  Judah,  in  com- 
parison whereof  "Jerusalem  was  left  unvisited"  ?  To  clothe 
with  verity  all  his  statements  about  Jerusalem  is  impossible. 
Which  of  them  are  true  ? 

5.  He  defines  the  attitude  of  the  tabernacle  to  the  Priestly 
Code  as  follows  :  "  It  [the  tabernacle]  is  the  basis  and  indis- 
pensable foundation,  without  which  all  else  [in  the  Priestly 
Code]  would  merely  float  in  the  air"  (p.  35).  In  the  light  of 
this  definition,  compare  the  two  following  criticisms.  On  p.  41 
he  declares  the  tabernacle  "  has  not  yet  permeated  the  historical 
view  of  the  author"  of  Chronicles.  On  p.  49  he  declares  the 
code  of  the  tabernacle  "  aseerte  its  influence  everywhere  over  the 
narrative  [of  Chronicles]  in  only  too  active  and  unmistakable  a 
way."  Can  there  be  a  clearer  contradiction  than  between  these 
two  statements  ? 

6.  In  the  case  of  the  Priestly  Code,  he  lays  down  a  canon  of 
legislation,  which,  if  valid,  would  quite  discredit  his  origination 
of  Deuteronomy.  The  priestist  sanctions  the  practices  which 
he  sees  around  him,  because  '^  everything  that  is  actual  ordin- 
arily seems  natural "  (p.  86).  Why  did  this  principle  not  act 
with  the  Deuteronomist ?  Why  did  he  not  legitimise  "the 
things  that  we  do  here"?  Why  did  the  "actual"  seem 
"  unnatural "  to  him  ?  Such  a  query  is  enough  to  pierce  the 
wind-bag  of  his  allied  great  difference  between  the  two  law- 
makers.   It  is  the  idlest  imagination. 

7.  On  p.  29,  where  he  is  expounding  the  altar  of  Exod.  20. 
24,  25,  its  iemporariness  is  emphasised :  "  Earth  and  unhewn 
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stones  of  the  field  can  be  found  everywhere,  and  such  an  altar 
falls  to  pieces  just  as  readily  as  it  is  built.'*  On  the  very  next 
page  (30)  its  permanence  is  postulated :  "  The  altar  built  by 
Abraham  at  Shechem  is  the  altar  on  which  sacrifices  still 
continue  to  be  made."  And  so  on  p.  81 :  **  The  theophany 
must  he  regarded  as  destined  to  be  continued  at  this  spot,  and 
also  as  the  first  and  strongest  expression  of  the  sanctity  of  the 
soil."  Evanescence,  illustrated  by  permanence — the  "  science  " 
of  homogeneous  contraries  1 

8.  On  p.  80  he  declares  the  above  law  will  not  admit  of 
"  indifferent  and  casual  localities,"  but  must  have  "  inmiemori- 
ally  holy  places."  On  p.  21,  under  the  same  law,  he  declares 
"every  town  might  have  its  Bamah,"  and  further,  "People 
sacrificed  without  hesitation  whenever  occasion  and  opportunity 
presented  themselves  " ! 

9.  On  p.  81  the  stories  of  patriarchal  sanctuaries  are  described 
as  "  these  legends,"  and  as  intended  only  to  "  surround  with  a 
nimbus"  the  sanctuaries  of  the  divided  kingdom.  But  on 
p.  18  he  has  founded  on  these  patriarchal  sanctuaries  as 
undoubted  realities :  "  Many  of  the  most  important  sacrificial 
seats  were  already  in  existence  at  the  date  of  the  immigration ;" 
the  patriarchal  sanctuaries  "had  been  found  by  the  people  when 
they  came  "  I 

10.  In  the  Song  of  Moses  we  read,  "Thou  shalt  bring  them 
in,  and  plant  them  in  the  mountain  of  Thine  inheritance,  the 
place,  0  Lord,  which  Thou  hast  made  for  Thee  to  dwell  in,  the 
sanctuary,  0  Lord,  which  Thy  hands  have  established"  (Exod. 
16. 17).  If  that  verse  stands,  Wellhausen's  theory  is  gone. 
So  (1)  he  declares  the  third  clause,  "  the  sanctuary,"  etc.,  to  be 
"  out  of  place,"  and  rejects  it  I  (2)  He  then  declares  the  first 
clause  can  have  no  reference  to  Mount  Zion ;  "for  the  mountain 
of  the  inheritance  can  only  he  the  mountainous  land  of  Pales- 
tine "  (p.  22,  note  1).    If  he  can  cut  and  carve  and  contradict 
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Scripture  with  superiative  dogmatimn  like  this,  what  power  can 
bind  him  ? 

11.  But  he  contradicts  himself  as  well  as  Scripture.  On 
p.  26  we  read,  **The  holy  mount  was  to  him  [Isaiah]  the  entire 
city."  If  a  "  mountain"  can  thus  mean  a  city,  by  what  au- 
thority can  he  say  that  the  mountain  ^^can  only  he^'  all 
Palestine,  in  the  Song  of  Moses  ?  He  adds  that  Isaiah's  con- 
temporaries were  better  up  in  the  prophet's  writings  than  Isaiah 
himself;  (key  knew  that  "the  holy  mount"  was  Zion,  with 
its  Temple,  and  was  not  "  the  entire  city "  1  Apparently, 
Wellhausen  expects  all  this  to  be  read  seriously. 

12.  In  all  seriousness,  too,  so  far  as  appears,  he  argues  that 
David  could  not  have  had  the  Mosaic  tabernacle  in  his  eye  as 
the  ark's  abode,  because  '*  it  [the  tabernacle]  could  not  appro- 
priately be  contrasted  with  a  timber  erection "  (pp.  44,  45)  I 
As  David's  "house  of  cedar"  was  "a  timber  erection,"  the 
tabernacle,  being  made  of  "timber,"  was  no  "appropriate 
contrast"  to  it;  that  is  the  profound  argument.  (1)  Has 
Wellhausen  not  read  that  to  build  David's  "  house  of  cedar," 
Hiram  not  only  sent  "cedar  trees  and  carpenters,"  but  also 
" masons''  (2  Sam.  6. 11.)  ?  (2)  Has  he  not  read  that  Solomon's 
cedar  temple  "  was  built  of  stone  made  ready  at.  the  quarry  " 
(1  Kings  6.  7)  ?  (3)  Has  he  not  read  that  Josiah  not  only 
appointed  "carpenters,"  but  also  "builders"  and  "masons," 
for  "buying  timber  and  hewn  stone  to  repair  the  house" 
(2  Kings  22. 6)  ?  We  are  well  assured  it  is  no  "  timber  "  head 
that  suggests  the  argument  we  are  confuting ;  but  the  argument 
itself  is  very  wooden. 

13.  The  following  is  one  of  his  coolest  contradictions  of 
Scripture.  Hezekiah,  long  before  Josiah,  is  recorded  to  have 
evinced  a  zeal  for  Zion  as  God's  chosen  sanctuary,  by  "removing 
the  high  places,  breaking  the  pillars,  and  cutting  down  the 
Asherah  "  (2  Kings  18. 4).    If  that  is  true,  Wellhausen's  house 
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of  cards  collapses.  How  does  he  protect  his  house  ?  By  calmly 
decreeing  that  no  reformation  under  Hezekiah  ever  took  place  ! 
(1)  But  how,  then,  is  he  to  believe  in  Josiah's  reformation  ? 
The  same  historian  gives  Hezekiah^s  in  ch.  18,  and  Josiah's  in 
ch.  23.  If  he  is  forging  falsehoods  in  the  one  chapter,  why  not 
also  in  the  other  ?  (2)  Oh,  but,  says  Wellhausen,  Hezekiah's 
attempt  "passed  away  without  leaving  any  trace."  But  we 
have  shown  that  Josiah's  also  passed  away  without  leaving  any 
trace.  A  few  years  after  Josiah's  death  "  there  are  again  as 
many  altars  as  towns  in  Judah  "  I  If  Josiah's  could  be  actual 
without  being  permanent,  why  not  Hezekiah's  also  ?  (3)  But, 
he  adds,  there  is  no  reference  to  Hezekiah's  reformation  when 
Josiah's  is  described,  and  the  latter  figures  as  an  entirely 
"new  first  step"  (p.  46).  No  such  language  is  used.  The 
praises  bestowed  on  the  two  kings  are  almost  identical.  It 
might  as  well  be  said  that  the  words,  "  After  Hezekiah  there 
was  none  like  him  among  all  the  kings  of  Judah,"  amount  to  a 
clear  disproof  of  Josiah's  reformation.  A  critic  must  be  fit  for 
self-confidence,  and  for  dogmatism,  of  the  extremest  kind,  who 
can  deny  centralisation  by  Solomon,  and  centralisation  by 
Hezekiah,  on  the  ludicrously  intangible  grounds  that  Well- 
hausen does. 

14.  Some  may  think  the  following  the  most  amusing  among 
the  disjecta  membra  which  we  are  engaged  in  turning  over. 
He  closes  his  sketch  (in  pp.  17-22)  of  his  first  mighty  period — 
from  Moses  to  Josiah — by  stating  that  the  ruling  thought 
throughout  it  was  that,  not  Jerusalem  nor  Bethel,  but  Palestine 
as  a  whole,  was  Jehovah's  seat,  or  place  for  recording  His  Name. 
Now,  whom  does  he  fix  on  as  most  accurately  expressing  the 
highest  religious  thought  of  Israel,  throughout  that  period  ? 
After  the  reader  has  tried  to  guess,  let  him  read  that  he  will 
best  learn  the  devout  conviction  of  (say)  twenty-five  generations 
of  the  faithful  in  Israel,  by  listening  to — Naaman  the  captain 
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of  the  host  of  the  king  of  Syria  I  In  2  Kings  5. 17  Naaman 
says,  "  Let  there  be  given  to  thy  servant  two  males'  burden  of 
earth ;  for  thy  servant  will  henceforth  offer  neither  bomt 
offering  nor  sacrifice  unto  other  gods,  but  unto  the  Lord."  On 
this  Wellhausen  gathers  himself  up  to  say,  ''  After  all,  the 
ruling  idea  was  that  which  finds  its  most  distinct  expression  in 
2  Kings  6. 17, — that  Palestine,  as  a  whole,  was  Jehovah's  house, 
His  ground  and  territory  "  (p.  22).  As  if  Naaman  were  not 
enough,  he  must  take  us  down  in  a  footnote,  and  clinch  the 
Syrian  with  the  first  murderer  :  "  In  Gen.  4. 14,  16,  when  Cain 
is  driven  out  of  the  land  [Canaan],  he  is  driven  from  the 
presence  of  Jehovah."  That  is  to  say,  Cain  dwelt  in  Palestine, 
and,  because  his  banishment  removed  him  from  Ood^s  presence, 
therefore  the  idea  of  any  single  central  sanctuary  was  foreign  to 
Israel !  Surely  the  Cain-Naaman  theory  of  Israelitish  worship 
ought  to  be  the  next  achievement  of  ''  scientific  "  scholarship. 

15.  Our  jottings  are  not  exhausted.  But,  instead  of  pur- 
suing them,  we  shall  take  leave  of  Wellhausen  by  quoting  one 
sentence  from  his  Chapter  I.,  with  which  (there  are  not  many 
such)  we  can  express  cordial  and  unqualified  agreement.  It 
occurs  on  p.  46,  where  he  begins  a  six-page  onslaught  on  the 
views  of  Theodor  Noldeke,  who,  like  himself,  belongs  to  what 
should  be  called  the  "  Imaginationist "  school  of  critics,  as 
opposed  to  the  Traditionalist.  These  Imaginationists  are  far 
from  seeing  eye  to  eye.  Wellhausen  is  as  hearty  in  worrying 
his  brother  Imaginationist  Noldeke,  as  in  trying  to  worry  the 
Traditionalists.  He  devotes  the  first  half  of  p.  46  to  a  quota- 
tion of  Noldeke's  views,  and  he  then  begins  their  demolition  by 
saying,  in  a  tone  of  sneering  reprimand,  "What  must  have 
happened  is  of  leas  consequence  to  know  than  what  actually 
took  place"  (p.  46).  Noldeke  has  been  multiplying  his 
"musts" — ^has  been  spinning,  out  of  his  own  fancy,  what  he 
opines  "  must "  have  been  the  course  of  thought  about  a  central 
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sanctuary.  Wellhaosen  pulls  him  sharply  up,  and  virtually  says, 
"No  more  of  these  'musts'  I  We  don't  want  you  to  sit  in 
Grermany,  in  this  nineteenth  century,  and  tell  us  what '  must ' 
have  been  the  course  of  Jewish  history  :  let  the  actual  history 
declare  itself  ;  tell  us  '  what  actually  took  place.' " 

To  the  above  comment  of  Wellhausen  we  subscribe  our 
heartiest  assent.  A  truer  aphorism  critic  never  uttered.  But 
let  us,  at  the  same  time,  remind  him  of  the  remonstrance, 
"  Thou  that  teachest  another,  teachest  thou  not  thyself  ?  "  or, 
of  the  words  of  a  Higher  still,  "Physician,  heal  thyself.-" 
Wellhausen's  whole  performance  is  just  a  telling  us  "  what  must 
have  happened";  and  he  far  out-Noldekes  Noldeke  in  the 
execution;  he  gives  us  nothing  but  an  "artificial  repristination" 
of  the  freest  and  the  wildest  kind — an  "  idealisation  of  Jewish 
history  to  his  heart's  content "  (p.  88).  Inspiration  is  nothing 
to  him  ;  the  utter  absence  of  corroboration  is  nothing  to  him ; 
the  most  undoubted  institutions  and  express  historic  statements 
are  nothing  to  him.  With  his  private  patent  for  "  all  the  laws 
of  logic,"  he  brushes  them  aside,  and  then  enunciates  to  us 
"  what  mmt  have  happened  "  I  We  could  borrow  from  his 
own  choice  vocabulary  of  vituperation  in  his  Chapter  I.,  and  tell 
him  that  his  theory  is  "  the  cobweb  of  an  idle  brain " ;  that, 
instead  of  rooting  itself  in  the  ground, "  it  holds  itself  up  in  the 
air  by  its  own  waistband  " ;  that,  instead  of  being  treated  as 
responsible  history,  "  it  ought  to  be  left  altogether  out  of 
account."  It  is,  in  fine,  of  vastly  "  less  consequence  to  know 
than  what  actually  took  place." 

We  have  made  no  quarrel  with  the  strength,  nor  with  the 
scorn,  of  Wellhausen's  language.  If  the  Old  Testament  be  the 
fatuous  concoction  which  he  makes  out,  he  might  add  edge  to 
his  scorn,  and  be  guiltless.  What  we  have  complained  of  is 
that  he  gives  "  not  the  faintest  trace  "  of  proof  for  positions 
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which,  with  overwhehning  dogmatism,  he  yet  proclaims  to  be  as 
certain  as  that  night  follows  day.  He  wonld  tarn  the  Old 
Testament  writers  into  a  pack  of  incompetent  and  nnblosh- 
ing  forgers.  In  reality,  almost  every  page  of  his  own  Chapter  I. 
(which  contains  his  "whole  position")  is  honeycombed  with 
inconsistency  and  with  assumption.  He  agrees  neither  with 
Scripture,  nor  with  probability,  nor  with  himself.  He  is 
like  the  great  Syracusan,  with  the  cry,  AJc  «w  «t»,  if  a)  t^v 
7?y  iciioj<r».  It  is  precisely  a  voZ  crS  which  Wellhausen  wants. 
But  the  want  is  fatal  to  him  ;  for  it  leaves  him  "  hanging  in 
the  ab,  quite  away  from  or  above  the  solid  ground  of  ac- 
tuality"  (p.  29). 
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CONCLUSION, 


THE  author  does  not  feel  it  necessary  to  make  any  enlarge- 
ment of  the  foregoing  discussion  of  Wellhausen's  views  on 
"  The  Place  of  Worship."  He  has  endeavoured  to  deal  with 
these  views,  not  in  side  issues,  but  in  their  central  and  funda- 
mental contents.  And  he  has  not  observed,  either  in  The 
Thinker  or  elsewhere,  any  attempted  refutation  of  the  argu- 
ments which  he  has  put  forward.  As  the  only  notices  of  his 
articles,  which  he  happened  to  observe,  were  commendatory 
notices,  he  is  in  the  position  of  having  as  yet  seen  no  rejoinder 
with  which  he  might  be  expected  to  deal. 

His  object  has  been  to  enable  the  Bible  student  to  feel  that 
he  may  quite  warrantably  maintain  an  attitude  of  calm  assur- 
ance, as  against  the  almost  ridiculous  novelty,  of  which  Well- 
hausen  would  persuade  him,  in  connection  with  the  history  of 
"One  God,  One  Sanctuary."  It  has  been  shown  that  the 
evolution,  or  "  slow  growth,"  which  Wellhausen  claims,  is  ndt 
only  un-Biblical,  but  is  practically  unimaginable,  and  has  no 
resemblance  to  a  responsible  evolution  at  all.  It  has  been 
shown  also,  by  a  comprehensive  view  of  the  historical  books, 
that  centralisation  from  Sinai  onwards  can  be  challenged  by 
Wellhausen,  only  by  denying,  without  a  shred  of  proof,  the 
plainest  and  most  reiterated  statements  of  the  Jewish  historians; 
and  that  he  has  nothing  but  his  own  wanton  Imagination  for 
declaring  that  wholesale  misrepresentation  was  the  very  object 
with  which  some  of  these  writers  concocted  their  records.  The 
Bible  student  has  also  been  asked  to  look  at  the  evidence  for  the 
origins  of  the  three  so-called  antagonistic  codes,  and  to  discern 
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that  evidence  to  be  so  attenuated,  so  imaginary,  and  so  contra- 
dictory^ that  it  faUs  rather  to  be  laughed  out  of  court,  than  to 
be  seriously  debated.  And  the  pure  subjectivity,  which  is  the 
whole  foundation  for  our  author's  "  thesis,"  has  been  illustrated 
in  the  incongruous  contradictions,  from  which  it  seems  impos- 
sible for  him  to  free  his  pages.  We  venture  to  ui^e  that,  if 
these  positions  cannot  be  impugned,  the  Bible  student  may  feel 
that  he  rests  on  an  "impr^nable  rock"  in  adhering  to  the 
traditional  view  of  Jewish  sanctuary. 

The  only  object  of  the  following  "  Notes  "  is  to  enable  the 
reader,  who  may  not  have  Wellhausen's  Prolegomena  before 
him,  to  peruse  a  few  somewhat  longer  extracts  from  that  book 
than  it  was  found  expedient  to  introduce  into  the  pages  of 
The  Thinker.  The  three  chief  quotations  (in  Notes  C,  D,  and 
E)  are  from  the  pages  containing  the  alleged  proof  of  the 
diverse  originations  of  the  codes — the  crucial  point  in  the 
whole  theory. 

Note  A  {page  7). 

The  following  is  Wellhausen's  extended  reference  to  the  view, 
held  by  the  author  of  Kings,  regarding  Solomon's  temple  : — 

"He  (the  author  of  the  Books  of  Kings)  views  the  temple  of 
Solomon  as  a  work  undertaken  exclusively  in  the  interests  of  pure 
worship,  and  as  differing  entirely  in  origin  from  the  sacred  buildings 
of  the  kings  of  Israel,  with  which  accordingly  it  is  not  compared, 
but  contrasted  as  the  genuine  is  contrasted  with  the  spurious.  It 
is  in  its  nature  unique,  and  from  the  outset  had  the  design  of 
setting  aside  all  other  holy  places, — a  religious  design  independent 
of  and  unconnected  with  politics.  The  view,  however,  is  unhistori- 
cal ;  it  carries  back  to  the  original  date  of  the  temple,  and  imports 
into  the  purpose  of  its  foundation,  the  significance  which  it  had 
acquired  in  Judah  shortly  before  the  Exile.  In  reality  the  temple 
was  not  at  the  outset  all  that  it  afterwards  became.  Its  influence 
was  due  to  its  own  weight,  and  not  to  a  monopoly  conferred  by 
Solomon"  (pp.  20-21). 
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It  will  be  seen  that  the  above  merely  clinches  the  representa- 
tions we  have  made  in  the  text.  Wellhausen  unreservedly 
acknowledges  that  the  Jevrish  historian  regards  the  Temple  as  a 
divinely  appointed  centre  of  worship  for  all  the  tribes  of  Israel. 
And  his  only  counter-evidence  is  a  statement,  derived  from  his 
own  subjectivity,  that  "  the  Temple  was  not  in  reality  "  what 
the  Jewish  historian  represents !  These  are  the  daring  charges 
of  falsehood,  that  are  glorified  as  historical  criticism. 


Note  B  {page  82). 

The  following  is  Wellhausen's  criticism,  in  full,  on  the  three 

references  to  the  Mosaic  tabernacle  in  Chronicles,  and  on  their 

alleged  incongruity  with  1  Kings  3.  1-4.     After   sketching 

the  traditional  view  of  the  history  of  the  tabernacle  from  its 

erection  at  Sinai,  to  its  introduction  into  Solomon's  temple,  he 

proceeds : — 

"  The  dogmatic  character  of  this  way  of  making  history,  and  the 
absxird  consequences  to  which  it  leads,  need  not  in  the  meantime  be 
insisted  on ;  what  is  of  greatest  importance  is  that  the  point  from 
which  it  starts  is  in  the  last  degree  insecure ;  for  the  statement  of 
Chronicles  that  Solomon  offered  the  offering  of  his  accession  upon 
the  altar  of  the  tabernacle  at  Gibeon  is  in  contradiction  with  that 
of  the  older  parallel  narrative  of  1  Kings  3.  1-4.  The  latter  not 
only  is  silent  about  the  Mosaic  tabernacle,  which  is  alleged  to  have 
stood  at  Gibeon,  but  expressly  says  that  Solomon  offered  upon  a 
high  place  (as  such),  and  excuses  him  for  this  on  the  plea  that  at 
that  lime  no  house  to  the  name  of  Jehovah  had  as  yet  been  built. 
That  the  Chronicler  draws  from  this  narrative  is  certain  on  general 
grounds,  and  is  shown  particularly  by  this,  that  he  designates  the 
tabernacle  at  Gibeon  by  the  name  of  Bamah — a  cantradictio  in 
adjecto  which  is  only  to  be  explained  by  the  desire  to  give  an 
authentic  interpretation  of  *the  great  Bamah  at  Gibeon'  in 
1  Kings  3.  Here,  as  elsewhere,  he  brings  the  history  into  agree- 
ment with  the  Law:  the  young  and  pious  Solomon  can  have 
offered  his  sacrifice  only  at  ihe  legal  place,  which  therefore  must  be 
that  high  place  at  Gibeon.    Along  with  2  Chron.  1,  3  seq.  also  fall 
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the  two  other  statements  (1  Chron.  16.  39 ;  21.  29),  both  of  which 
are  dependent  on  that  leading  passage,  as  is  clearly  revealed  by  the 
recurring  phrase  *  the  Bamah  of  Gibeon.'  The  tabernacle  does  not 
elsewhere  occur  in  Chronicles  "  (pp.  40,  41). 


Note  C  {page  45). 

After  quoting  Exod.  20. 24-26,  and  urging  that  these  verses 

imply  "  a  multiplicity  of  altars,"  and  "  a  choice  of  two  kinds  of 

material,"  Wellhausen  proceeds  : — 

"  In  perfect  correspondence  with  the  Jehovistic  law  is  the  Jehovis- 
tic  narrative  of  the  Pentateuch,  as,  in  particular,  the  story  of  the 
patriarchs  in  J  and  E  very  clearly  shows.  At  every  place  where 
they  take  up  their  abode  or  make  a  passing  stay,  the  fathers  of  the 
nation,  according  to  this  authority,  erect  altars,  set  up  memorial 
stones,  plant  trees,  dig  wells.  This  does  not  take  place  at  indif- 
ferent and  casual  localities,  but  at  Shechem  and  Bethel  in  Ephraim, 
at  Hebron  and  Beersheba  in  Judah,  at  Mizpah,  Mahanaim,  and 
Penuel  in  Gilead ;  nowhere  but  at  famous  and  immemonally  holy 
places  of  worship.  It  is  on  this  that  the  interest  of  such  notifica- 
tions depends ;  they  are  no  mere  antiquarian  facts,  but  full  of  the 
most  living  significance  for  the  present  of  the  narrator.  The  altar 
built  by  Abraham  at  Shechem  is  the  altar  on  which  sacrifice  still 
continues  to  be  made,  and  bears  'even  unto  this  day'  the  name 
which -the  patriarch  gave  it.  On  the  spot  where  at  Hebron  he  first 
entertained  Jehovah,  there  down  to  the  present  day  the  table  has 
continued  to  be  spread ;  even  as  Isaac  himself  did,  so  do  his  sons 
still  swear  (Amos  8.  14 ;  Hos.  4.  15)  by  the  sacred  well  of  Beer- 
sheba, which  he  digged,  and  sacrifice  there  upon  the  altar  which  he 
built,  under  the  tamarisk  which  he  planted.  The  stone  which 
Jacob  consecrated  at  Bethel  the  generation  of  the  living  continues 
to  anoint,  paying  the  tithes  which  of  old  he  vowed  to  the  house  of 
God  there.  This  also  is  the  reason  why  the  sacred  localities  are  so 
well  known  to  the  narrator,  and  are  punctually  and  accurately 
recorded  notwithstanding  the  four  hundred  years  of  the  Egyptian 
sojourn,  which  otherwise  would  have  made  their  identification  a 
matter  of  some  httle  difficulty.  The  altar  which  Abraham  built  at 
Bethel  stands  upon  the  hill  to  the  east  of  the  town,  between  Bethel 
on  the  west  and  Ai  on  the  east ;  others  are  determined  by  means  of 
a  tree  or  a  well,  as  that  of  Shechem  or  Beersheba.    But  of  course  it 
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was  not  intended  to  throw  dishonour  upon  the  cnltoB  of  the  present 
when  its  institution  was  ascribed  to  the  fathers  of  the  nation. 
Rather,  on  the  contrary,  do  these  legends  glorify  the  origin  of  the 
sanctuaries  to  which  they  are  attached,  and  surround  them  with 
the  nimbus  of  a  venerable  consecration.  All  the  more  as  the  altars, 
as  a  rule,  are  not  built  by  the  patriarchs  according  to  their  own 
private  judgment  wheresoever  they  please;  on  the  contrary,  a 
theophany  calls  attention  to,  or  at  least  afterwards  confirms,  the 
holiness  of  the  place.  Jehovah  appears  at  Shechem  to  Abraham, 
who  thereupon  builds  the  altar  "to  Jehovah  who  had  appeared 
unto  him  " ;  He  partakes  of  his  hospitality  under  the  oak  of  Mamre, 
which  is  the  origin  of  the  sacrificial  service  there ;  He  shows  him 
the  place  where  he  is  to  make  an  offering  of  his  son,  and  here  the 
sanctuary  continues  to  exist.  On  the  first  night  of  Isaac's  sleeping 
on  the  sacred  soil  of  Beersheba  (26.  24)  he  receives  a  visit  from  the 
Numen  there  residing,  and  in  consequence  rears  his  altar.  Sur- 
prised by  profane  glances,  Jehovah  acts  as  a  destroyer,  but  Himself 
spontaneously  points  out  to  His  favoured  ones  the  places  where  it 
is  His  pleasure  to  allow  Himself  to  be  seen ;  and  where  men  have 
seen  Him  and  yet  lived,  there  a  sanctuary  marks  the  open  way  of 
access  to  Him.  The  substance  of  the  revelation  is  in  these  cases 
comparatively  indifferent :  *  I  am  God.*  What  is  of  importance  is 
the  theophany  in  and  for  itself,  its  occurrence  on  that  particular 
place.  It  must  not  be  regarded  as  an  isolated  fact,  but  rather  as 
the  striking  commencement  of  an  intercourse  (nlH^  ^36  HN*!) 
between  God  and  man  which  is  destined  to  be  continued  at  this 
spot,  and  also  as  the  first  and  strongest  expression  of  the  sanctity 
of  the  soil.  This  way  of  looking  at  the  thing  appears  most  clearly 
and  with  incomparable  charm  in  the  story  of  the  ladder  which 
Jacob  saw  at  Bethel.  '  He  dreamed,  and  behold  a  ladder  set  up  on. 
the  earth,  and  the  top  of  it  reached  to  heaven,  and  behold  the 
angels  of  God  ascending  and  descending  on  it.  And  he  was  afraid 
and  said.  How  dreadful  is  this  place  !  This  is  none  other  but  the 
house  of  God,  and  this  is  the  gate  of  heaven.*  The  ladder  stands 
at  the  place  not  at  this  moment  merely,  but  continually,  and,  as  it 
were,  by  nature.  Bethel — so  Jacob  perceives  from  this — ^is  a  place 
where  heaven  and  earth  meet,  where  the  angels  ascend  and  descend, 
to  carry  on  the  communication  between  earth  and  heaven  or- 
dained by  God  at  this  gate. 

"All  this  is  only  to  he  understood  as  a  glorification  of  the  relutimis 
and  arrangements  of  the  cultus  as  we  find  them  (say)  in  the  first 
centuiies  of  the  divided  kingdom.    All  that  seems  offensive  and 
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heatheoiBh  to  a  later  age  is  here  consecrated  and  countenanoed  by 
Jehovah  Himself  and  His  favoured  ones, — the  high  places,  the 
memorial  stones  (ma^both),  the  trees,  the  wells.  An  essential 
agreement  prevails  between  the  Jehovistic  law  which  sanctions  the 
existing  seats  of  worship  and  the  Jehovistic  narrative ;  the  latter  is 
as  regards  its  nucleus  perhaps  somewhat  older.  Both  obviously 
belong  to  the  pre-prophetic  period ;  a  later  revision  of  the  narrativ# 
in  the  prophetic  sense  has  not  altered  the  essential  character  of 
its  fundamental  elements.  It  is  inconceivable  that  Amos  or  Hosea, 
or  any  like-minded  person,  could  go  with  such  sympathising^  love 
and  believing  reverence  into  narratives  which  only  served  to  invest 
with  a  still  brighter  nimbus  and  higher  respect  the  existing  reli- 
grious  worship,  carried  on  by  the  people  on  the  high  places  of  Isaac 
as  their  holiest  occupation  *'  (pp.  30-^). 

We  have  given  this  long  quotation,  as  a  sample  of  what 
**  proof,"  according  to  Wellhausen,  means.  He  assumes  that 
the  patriarchal  stories  in  Genesis  are  written  by  what  he  calls  a 
Jehovistic  author :  he  assumes  that  the  laws  in  Exod.  20-23. 
are  promulgated  by  the  same  author :  he  assumes  that  this 
author  is  photographing  the  practice  of  his  own  day,  in  what 
he  attributes  to  the  patriarchs  a  thousand  years  before  he  was 
bom :  he  assumes  that  this  author  is  seeking  sanction  for 
the  worship  which  he  sees  around  him,  through  the  legislation 
which  he  attributes  to  Moses  at  Sinai :  and,  having  assumed 
all  this,  he  demonstrates  that  the  Jehovistic  Code  is  a  post- 
Rehoboam  document  1     Whether  is  this  logic,  or  farce  ? 


Note  D  {page  51). 

After  quoting  (though  with  a  strange  omission  of  some  of 

the  verses)  from  Deut.  12. 1-14,  Wellhausen  proceeds  : — 

**  The  Law  (in  Deuteronomy)  is  never  weary  of  again  and  again 
repeating  its  injunction  of  local  unity  of  worship.  In  doing  so, 
it  is  in  conscious  opposition  to  *the  things  that  we  do  here  this 
day,*  and  throughout  has  a  polemical  and  reforming  attitude 
towards  existing  usage.  It  is  rightly  therefore  assigned  by  his- 
torical criticism  to  the  period  of  the  attacks  made  on  the  Bam,oth 


•Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


76  SANCTUARY  AND  SACRIFICE. 

hy  the  reforming  party  at  Jerusalem,  As  the  Book  of  the  Cove- 
nant, and  the  whole  Jehovistic  writing  in  general,  reflects  the 
first  pre-prophetic  period  in  the  history  of  the  cnltns,  so  Deutero- 
nomy is  the  legal  expression  of  the  second  period  of  struggle  and 
transition.  The  historical  order  is  all  the  more  certain  because  the 
literary  dependence  of  Deuteronomy  on  the  Jehovistic  la>7s  and 
narratives  can  be  demonstrated  independently,  and  is  an  admitted 
fact.  From  this  the  step  is  easy  to  the  belief  that  the  work  whose 
discovery  gave  occasion  to  King  Josiah  to  destroy  the  local  sanctu- 
aries was  this  very  Book  of  Deuteronomy,  which  originally  must 
have  had  an  independent  existence,  and  a  shorter  form  than  at 
present.  This  alone,  at  least,  of  all  the  books  of  the  Pentateuch, 
gives  so  imperious  an  expression  to  the  restriction  of  the  sacrificial 
worship  to  the  one  chosen  place ;  here  only  does  the  demand  make 
itself  so  felt  in  its  aggressive  novelty  and  dominate  the  whole 
tendency  of  the  law-maker.  The  old  material  which  he  makes  use 
of  is  invariably  shaped  with  a  view  to  this,  and  on  all  hands  he 
follows  the  rule  out  to  its  logical  consequences.  To  make  its 
fulfilment  possible,  he  changes  former  arrangements,  permitting 
what  had  been  forbidden,  and  prohibiting  what  had  been  allowed ; 
in  almost  every  case  this  motive  lies  at  the  foundation  of  all  his 
other  innovations.  This  is  seen,  for  example,  when  he  permits  slay- 
ing without  sacrificing,  and  that  too  anywhere ;  when,  in  order  not 
to  abolish  the  right  of  asylum  (Exod.  21.  13,  14;  1  Kings  2.  28) 
along  with  the  altars,  he  appoints  special  cities  of  refuge  for  the 
innocent  who  are  pursued  by  the  avenger  of  blood ;  when  he  pro- 
vides for  the  priests  of  the  suppressed  sanctuaries,  recommending 
the  provincials  to  take  them  along  with  them  on  their  sacrificial 
pilgrimages,  and  giving  them  the  right  to  officiate  in  the  temple  at 
Jerusalem  just  like  the  hereditarily  permanent  clergy  there.  In 
other  respects  also  the  dominance  of  the  same  point  of  view  is 
seen:  for  example,  it  is  chiefly  from  regard  to  it  that  the  old 
ordinances  and  customs  relating  to  the  religious  dues  and  the 
festivals  are  set  forth  in  the  form  which  they  must  henceforth 
assume.  A  law  so  living,  which  stands  at  every  point  in  immediate 
contact  with  reality,  which  is  at  war  with  traditionary  custom,  and 
which  proceeds  with  constant  reference  to  the  demands  of  practical 
life,  is  no  mere  velleity,  no  mere  cobweb  of  an  idle  brain,  but  has  as 
certainly  arisen  out  of  historical  occasions  as  it  is  designed  to 
operate  powerfully  on  the  course  of  the  subsequent  history.  A 
judgment  pronounced  in  accordance  with  the  facts  can  therefore 
assign  to  it  an  historical  place  only  within  that  movement  of 
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reformatioii  which  was  brought  to  a  victorious  issne  bj  King 
Joeiah"  (pp.  33,84). 

The  successive  portions  of  this  extract  are  dealt  with  in  our 

text.    Let  especial  note  be  taken  of  its  ihree  opening  sentences^ 

which  show  that  we  have  no  way  exaggerated  the  shortness, 

and  the  simplicity,  of  Wellhausen's  professed  demonstration  of 

the  date  of  Deuteronomy. 


Note  E  {page  67). 

In  the  first  of  the  two  following  paragraphs,  our  author 

enlarges  on  the  elementary  fact  that  the  Priestly  Code  requires 

sacrifice  to  be  centralised  at  the  tabernacle  :  in  the  second  of 

the  two  paragraphs,  he  draws  his  fantastic  conclusion,  from  this 

elementary  fact,  as  to  the  age,  in  which  such  a  code  must  have 

been  delivered  : — 

"  It  is  often  supposed  that  the  Priestly  Code  is  somewhat  indif- 
ferent to  the  question  of  the  one  sanctuary,  neither  permitting 
multiplicity  of  sacrificial  centres  nor  laying  stress  upon  the  unity, 
and  that  on  account  of  this  attitude  it  must  be  assigned  to  an 
earlier  date  than  Deuteronomy.  Such  an  idea  is,  to  say  the  least, 
in  the  highest  degree  superficial.  The  assumption  that  worship  is 
restricted  to  one  single  centre  runs  everywhere  throughout  the 
entire  document.  To  appeal  specially,  in  proof  of  the  restriction, 
to  Lev.  17.  or  Josh. '  22.,  is  to  indicate  a  complete  failure  to 
apprehend  the  whole  tenor  of  Exod.  25. — Lev.  9.  Before  so  much 
as  a  single  regulation  having  reference  to  the  matter  of  worship  can 
be  given  (such  is  the  meaning  of  the  large  section  referred  to),  the 
one  rightful  place  wherein  to  engage  in  it  must  be  specified.  The 
tabernacle  is  not  narrative  merely,  but,  like  all  the  narratives  in 
that  book,  law  as  well ;  it  expresses  the  legal  unity  of  the  worship 
as  an  historical  fact,  which,  from  the  very  beginning,  ever  since 
the  Exodus,  has  held  good  in  Israel.  One  God  one  sanctuary,  that 
is  the  idea.  With  the  ordinances  of  the  tabernacle,  which  form  the 
sum  of  the  divine  revelation  on  Sinai,  the  theocracy  was  founded ; 
where  the  one  is,  there  is  the  other.  The  description  of  it,  there- 
fore, stands  at  the  head  of  the  Priestly  Code,  just  as  that  of  the 
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temple  staods  at  the  head  of  the  legislation  in  Ezekiel.  It  is  the 
basis  and  indispensable  foundation,  without  which  all  else  would 
merely  float  in  the  air :  first  must  the  seat  of  the  Divine  Presence 
on  earth  be  given  before  the  sacred  community  can  come  into  life 
and  the  cultus  into  force.  Is  it  supposed  that  the  tabernacle 
tolerates  other  sanctuaries  besides  itself  ?  Why  then  the  encamp- 
ment of  the  twelve  tribes  around  it,  which  has  no  military,  but 
a  purely  religious,  significance,  and  derives  its  whole  meaning  from 
its  sacred  centre  ?  Whence  .this  concentration  of  all  Israel  into  one 
great  congregation  (nnj?*  /rip)»  without  its  like  anywhere  else 
in  the  Old  Testament  ?  On  the  contrary,  there  is  no  other  place 
besides  this  at  which  Grod  dwells  and  suffers  Himself  to  be  seen ; 
no  place  but  this  alone  where  man  can  draw  near  to  Him  and 
seek  His  face  with  offerings  and  gifts.  This  view  is  the  axiom  that 
underlies  the  whole  ritual  legislation  of  the  middle  part  of  the  Pen- 
tateuch.   It  is  indicated  with  special  clearness  by  the  71184  ^3fl^ 

TS71D  (before  the  tabernacle),  introduced  at  every  turn  in  the 
ordinances  for  sacrifice. 

"  What  then  are  we  to  infer  from  this  as  to  the  historical  place  of 
the  Priestly  Code,  if  it  be  judged  necessary  to  assign  it  such  a  place 
at  all  P  By  all  the  laws  of  lugic  it  can  no  more  belong  to  the  first 
period  than  Deuteronomy  does.  But  is  it  older  or  younger  than 
Deuteronomy?  In  that  book  the  unity  of  the  cultus  is  commanded; 
in  the  Priestly  Code  it  is  presiLppoeed,  Everywhere  it  is  tacitly 
assumed  as  a  fundamental  postulate,  but  nowhere  does  it  find 
actual  expression ;  it  is  nothing  new,  but  quite  a  thing  of  course. 
What  follows  from  this  for  the  question  before  us  P  To  my  think- 
ing, this : — that  the  Priestly  Code  rests  upon  the  result  which  is 
only  the  aim  of  Deuteronomy.  The  latter  is  in  the  midst  of  move- 
ment and  conflict ;  it  clearly  speaks  out  its  reforming  intention,  its 
opposition  to  the  traditional  *  what  we  do  here  this  day ;  *  the 
former  stands  outside  of  and  above  the  struggle, — the  end  has  been 
reached  and  made  a  secure  possession.  On  the  basis  of  the  Priestly 
Code  no  reformation  would  ever  have  taken  place,  no  Josiah  would 
ever  have  observed  from  it  that  the  actual  condition  of  affairs  was 
perverse  and  required  to  be  set  right ;  it  proceeds  as  if  everything 
had  been  for  long  in  the  best  of  order.  It  is  only  in  Deuteronomy, 
moreover,  that  one  sees  to  the  root  of  the  matter,  and  recognises  its 
connection  with  the  anxiety  for  a  strict  monotheism,  and  for  the 
elimination  from  the  worship  of  the  popular  heathenish  elements, 
and  thus  with  a  deep  and  r^EkUy  worthy  aim ;  in  the  Priestly  Code 
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tKe  reason  of  the  appointmenta,  in  themselves  by  no  means  rational, 
rests  upon  their  own  legitimacy,  jnst  as  everything  that  is  actual 
ordinarily  seems  natural  and  in  no  need  of  explanation.  Nowhere 
does  it  become  apparent  that  the  abolition  of  the  Bamoth  and 
Asherim  and  memorial  stones  is  the  real  object  contemplated ;  these 
institutions  are  now  almost  unknown,  and  what  is  really  only 
intelligible  as  a  negative  and  polemical  ordinance  is  regarded  as  full 
of  meaning  in  itself"  (pp.  M-3t>). 
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"  Hath  not  Moses  given  you  the  Law  ?  And  yet  no  one  among 
you  keepeth  the  Law." — Jesus. 

"Ye  received  the  Law  (at  Sinai)  amid  squadrons  of  angels, 
and  yet  (from  age  to  age)  ye  maintained  it  not.''— Stephen. 

"  No  trace  can  be  found  (before  the  Exile)  of  acquaintance  with 
the  so-called  Mosaic  Law  (Priestly  Code)."  "Its  ordinances  were 
scrupulously  followed  by  the  post-Exilian  time."— Wellhattsen. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

WELLHAUSBN'S  MBTH0D8  AlO)  AIMS— INTBODUOTOBT. 

HAVING  now  examined  Wellhauflen's  views  on  Israers 
"Place  of  Worship,"  the  next  department  of  his 
"History  of  the  Ordinances  of  Worship,"  that  meets  ns,  is 
summed  np  in  the 'suggestive  and  comprehensive  head  of 
"  Sacrifice."  We  just  take  it  in  the  order  in  which  our  author 
himself  presents  it.  He  does  not  ask  the  various  branches  of 
his  so-called  "  History  "  to  be  r^arded  as  so  many  successive 
links  in  a  chain,  to  the  effect  that  the  truth  of  the  later 
branches  assumes,  or  is  based  on,  the  truth  of  the  preceding 
branches :  they  are  avowedly  independent  of  each  other  :  each 
is  a  complete  study  in  itself.  He  wishes  them  to  have  a  cumu- 
lative force  ;  but  that  arises  from  their  number,  not  from  their 
inter-dependence.  Thus,  he  does  not  carry  forward  his  view 
of  the  One  Sanctuary,  as  a  necessary  postulate,  when  he  proceeds 
to  consider  Sacrifice :  neither  do  we  require  to  carry  forward 
our  refutation  of  that  view,  as  a  necessary  postulate,  in  the 
pages  that  now  follow  :  it  will  be  found  that  the  two  inquiries 
are  practically  quite  distinct.  It  is  not  a  single  line,  but  several 
parallel  lines,  of  evolution,  which  he  professes  to  trace. 

We  need  not  contend  with  him  as  to  the  values  to  be  placed 
on  different^ parts  of  his  handiwork.  We  have  repeatedly 
quoted  his  estimate  that  his  "  whole  position  "  is  contained  in 
his  theory  of  the  One  Sanctuary.  To  our  thinking,  his  theory 
of  Sacrifice  brings  his  attitude  to  the  writers  of  Scripture, 
whether  legislators,  or  historians,  or  prophets,  into  much  more 
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frequent  and  serviceable  illustration,  than  his  theory  of  Sanctu- 
ary. The  latter  does  not  carry  with  it  several  religious  or 
theological  consequences,  which  the  former  does  :  nor  does  it  so 
radically  overthrow  that  view  of  the  Jewish  religion,  and  those 
relations  of  the  several  writers  of  the  Jewish  canon  to  each 
other,  which  have  been  generally  received,  as  the  speculations, 
which  we  are  now  to  canvass,  unquestionably  do.  The  theo- 
logical stand-point,  which  his  theory  of  Sacrifice  necessitates, 
is  extraordinary  to  a  degree,— much  more  so,  we  think,  than 
any  similar  stand-point,  necessitated  by  his  views  on  Sanctuary. 
We  shall  leave  him,  however,  to  adjust  his  estimate  of  the 
relative  values  of  different  branches  of  his  "History,"  as  he 
pleases  :  our  sole  concern  ia  with  their  truth.  Has  he  proved 
his  theory  of  Jewish  Sacrifice  ? 

In  entering  on  the  inquiry  in  Part  I.  we  made  glad  and 
unreserved  acknowledgment  of  the  warrantableness  of  the 
method  of  inquiry,  and  of  argumentation,  which  Wellhausen 
proposes  to  follow.  And  this  acknowledgment  we  most 
readily  repeat  in  connection  with  the  inquiry,  on  which  we 
now  enter  in  this  Part  II.  So  far  as  the  proposal  of  a  formal 
method  is  concerned  he  is  unimpeachable ;  our  complaint  is 
that,  in  his  professed  carrying  out  of  that  method,  he  hardly 
ever  takes  a  single  warrantable  or  straightforward  step.  He 
opens  by  telling  the  jury  he  will  lay  the  evidence  fully  and 
justly  before  them,  and  he  straightway  ignores,  and  twists, 
and  contradicts  the  evidence  beyond  all  recognition.  He 
starts  by  promising  that,  throughout  his  course,  he  will 
abide  by  terra  firma^  but,  before  the  words  have  well 
escaped  him,  he  has  vaulted  to  the  clouds,  and  hardly  once 
revisits  the  mundane  element  to  which  he  promised  to  adhere. 
His  profession  is  that,  by  an  impartial  examination  of  three 
codes  of  law,  he  will  prove  them  to  be  diverse  in  contents, 
and  to  have  been  produced  in  different  periods  :  and  then,  by 
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an  equally  impartial  examination  of  history,  he  will  show  three 
clearly  distinguished  periods  when  the  three  codes  were  recog- 
nised and  reigning.  Such  a  profession  is  incomparably  fair, 
and,  besides  (so  far  as  principle  is  concerned),  it  involves  no 
novelty  whatever  :  it  is  simply  the  application  of  the  elements 
of  conmion  sense  to  a  literary  and  historical  investigation. 
The  Father  of  Inductive  Science  has  taught  us  that  we  must 
not  fasten  our  arbitrary  presuppositions  upon  Nature ;  we  must 
sit  reverently  at  Nature's  feet,  we  must  anxiously  and  carefully 
explore  Nature's  domain,  if  we  would  achieve  a  natural  philo- 
sophy that  shall  be  worth  the  name.  So,  if  it  be  urged  as 
incredible  that  a  certain  document  can  have  issued  from  a 
single  author,  or  can  embrace  the  laws  of  a  single  age,  our  only 
fair  course  is  to  sift  impartially  the  contents  of  the  document, 
and  the  available  history  of  the  age,  in  order  to  settle  whether 
the  allied  impossibiUties  exist.  The  votaries  of  physical 
science  may  have  been  as  plentiful  and  glaring,  as  the  votaries 
of  theological  science,  in  their  oblivion  of  the  forgoing 
method ;  but,  for  both  sciences,  it  is,  whenever  applicable,  the 
only  true  rule  of  inquiry. 

It  is  fair  also  to  acknowledge  that  Wellhausen  has  no  habit 
of  wrapping  himself  round  with  clouds  of  verbiage,  which  it 
is  difficult  to  disperse,  so  as  to  ascertain  his  real  meaning. 
The  chief  resultant  feeling,  after  reading  pages  of  German 
metaphysic,  may  sometimes  be  a  feeling  of  peri)lexity  as  to 
what  the  nebulous  phraseology  embodies,  and  what  it  would  be 
worth,  though  proved :  but  there  are  a  directness  and  vigour 
of  statement,  on  the  pages  of  the  acute  and  ingenious  critic 
whom  we  are  reviewing,  that  seldom  leave  any  uncertainty  as 
to  the  impression  he  wishes  to  make,  or  as  to  the  goal  which 
he  desires  to  reach.  We  are  indeed  left  in  not  infrequent 
wonder  as  to  how  he  can  reconcile  one  of  his  statements  with 
a  contrary  statement,  only  a  few  pages,  sometimes  only  a  few 
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sentences,  removed ;  and  we  are  being  oonstantlj  bewildered 
as  to  how  he  can  expect  ns  to  acquiesce  in  dicta,  in  the  total 
absence  of  their  appropriate  proof ;  and  how  he  can  expect  ns 
to  recognise  him  as  drawing  his  information  from  docomenttf 
whose  most  emphatic  testimonies  he  fearlessly  laughs  to  scorn. 
But,  along  with  such  experiences,  there  is  no  concomitant 
experience  of  diflSculty,  in  apprehending  his  drift,*  and  in 
realising  the  views,  which  he  holds  to  be  established,  r^arding 
the  actors  and  institutions  whereof  he  treats.  He  goes 
straight  for  his  point,  and  he  expresses  himself  with  a  con- 
fidence and  a  precision  which  it  is  pleasing  to  acknowledge. 

In  banning  his  Chapter  II.  on  "  Sacrifice,"  he  seems  to 
feel  that  he  is  about  to  propound  a  thesis,  which  it  will  hardly 
be  in  his  power  to  prove.  He  is  to  show  sacrifice  as  running 
through  a  process  of  development  in  Israel  from  Mosaic  to 
post-Exilic  time ;  but  he  opens  with  the  very  awkward  acknow- 
ledgment that  "  the  sources  of  information  accessible  to  us 
seem  hardly  sufficient  to  enable  us  actually  to  follow  the 
process,  or  even  so  much  as  definitely  to  fix  its  two  termini " 
(p.  62).  This  is  almost  the  only  declaration  in  the  whole 
chapter  with  which  we  can  cordially  agree.  We  think  that 
not  only  do  the  '^  sources  of  information  "  fail  him,  as  a  clue 
to  the  "process,"  but  that  they  supply  the  most  ample  and 
multiplied  proof  that  the  "  process  '*  has  no  existence,  except 
in  dream-land.  It  would  be  a  mistake,  however,  to  suppose 
that  the  forgoing  apologetic  statement  is  reflected,  in  any 
symptoms  of  halting  or  diffidence,  throughout  the  pages  that 
succeed  it.  It  seems  rather  to  brace  our  author  up  to  specially 
resolute  efforts  to  derive,  from  Imagination,  what  the  usual 
"  sources  of  information  "  appear  to  deny.  For,  in  the  thirty 
pages  (52-82)  which  follow,  and  which  make  up  his  Chapter  II., 
he  treats  us  to  a  strength  of  assertion,  and  to  a  wealth  of 
professed  illustration,  which  bespeak  no  doubt  whatever  as  to 
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ihe  iminiBtakable  reality  of  the  development  which  he  has  set 
himself  to  trace.  He  shows  it  in  many  forms  and  on  many 
gronnds;  and  the  absolute  confidence  with  which  he  delivers 
most  of  his  pronouncements  could  hardly  be  surpassed.  We 
deem  it  well,  in  view  of  the  utter  repudiation  with  which  we 
are  to  treat  his  theory,  to  make  it  prominent  that  he  himself 
almost  felt  he  had  "hardly  suflScient,"  wherewith  to  cover  its 
nakedness,  when  he  thought  of  introducing  it  to  the  public ; 
he  himself  almost  "  feared  to  launch  away  "  on  that  very  trea- 
cherous water  in  which  his  craft  has  been  submerged. 

The  points,  which  Wellhausen  claims  to  have  established, 
r^arding  the  Biblical  development  of  sacrifice,  are  mainly  the 
following  : — 

I.  The  Priests'  Code  (i^.  Leviticus,  along  with  the  closing 
chapters  of  Exodus,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  Numbers)  re- 
presents Israelitish  sacrifice  as  a  new  invention  by  Moses :  it 
was  not  a  patriarchal  practice :  it  was  the  Mosaic  origination 
and  essence  of  the  Hebrew  Theocracy.  Not  only  does  he 
regard  such  an  origination  as  a  fable,  but  he  regards  it  as  in 
conflict  with  the  Book  of  the  Covenant  (ie.  Exodus  20-23, 
and  34)  and  with  Deuteronomy.  These  latter  do  not  repre- 
sent Moses  as  introducing  any  sacrificial  ordinance  :  they  treat 
procedure  in  sacrifice  as  no  affair  for  legislation  at  all,  but  as 
a  custom,  coeval  with  the  world,  which  each  nation  (Israel 
included)  might  shape,  according  to  their  varying  circum- 
stances and  predilections. 

II.  Hebrew  history,  on  this  point,  he  holds,  condemns  the 
Priests'  Code,  and  takes  the  side  of  the  Book  of  the  Covenant 
and  of  Deuteronomy.  The  history  affords  no  trace  whatever  of 
any  sacrificial  ritual  having  been  prescribed  by  divine  command. 

III.  The  Hebrew  prophets,  he  holds,  are  even  more  emphatic 
than  the  Hebrew  historians  in  their  repudiation  of  a  Priests' 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


88  8ANCTUABY  AND  SACRIFICE. 

Code.  They  denounce  the  prieBts  for  their  encouragements  of 
sacrifice,  and  maintain  that  the  proclamation  of  any  divine  law 
of  ritual  is  a  thing  utterly  unknown. 

IV.  He  regards  Ezekiel,  in  Babylon,  as  the  pioneer  in  the 
codifying  of  ritual.  He  drew  up  a  programme  of  Israel's 
future,  of  which  sacrificial  ritual  is  the  very  core  ;  and  this 
ritual  secured  recognition,  and  l^al  establishment,  in  the  form 
of  the  Priests'  Code,  after  the  return  from  captivity, 

V.  He  declares  sacrifice  to  have  been  a  natural  prompting  of 
human  reason,  and,  as  a  gift  to  Deity,  to  have  been  equally 
efficacious,  of  whatever  materials  it  consisted.  He  also  holds 
that  the  advancing  tastes  and  habits  of  the  Israelites  are 
reflected,  in  the  Priests'  Code,  by  sundry  refinements  of  sacri- 
ficial materials  and  processes,  which  are  absent  from  the  ruder 
customs  of  earlier  days. 

VI.  He  asserts  a  strongly-marked  development,  in  the  codes, 
in  their  relative  views  and  treatments  of  Peace-offerings  and 
Burnt-offerings.  The  Book  of  the  Covenant  and  Deuteronomy 
make  the  Peace-offering  pre-eminent :  they  make  the  Peace- 
offering's  central  idea  to  be  that  of  a  sacrificial  meal,  establish- 
ing a  covenant  fellowship  between  the  guests  and  Deity,  and 
also  between  the  guests  themselves :  every  high-place  had 
a  refreshment  table  of  this  sort :  and  "  to  be  merry,  to  eat  and 
drink  before  Jehovah"  was  the  standing  appellation  for  a 
sacrifice.  He  holds  that  the  Priests'  Code,  on  the  other  hand, 
goes  far  to  annihilate  the  idea  of  a  sacrificial  meal,  and  gives 
independence  and  prominence  to  the  Burnt-offering,  which  is 
wholly  consumed  (m  the  altar. 

VII.  He  holds  that  another  very  clear  and  remarkable 
development  appears,  in  the  entirely  new  enactment,  by  the 
Priests'  Code,  of  Sin-offerings  and  Trespass-offerings  :  these 
were  utterly  unthought  of   till  the  days  of   Ezekiel,  whose 
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preBcription  of  them  i&  reflected  in  the  enormons  importance, 
with  which  they  are  invested  in  the  Priests'  Code  :  in  them,  all 
idea  of  a  sacrificial  meal  has  oompletelj  passed  away. 

YIII.  Finally,  he  nrges,  in  general,  that  the  sacrifioes  had 
originally  a  clear  and  pleasing  connection  with  the  passing 
incidents,  or  with  the  annually  recurring  benefits,  of  the 
individual  worshipper's  life,  but  that  centralisation  of  worship 
deprived  them  of  all  naturalness,  and  of  all  joyousness,  and 
turned  them  into  lifeless  matters  of  statute,  and  representative 
actions  for  the  whole  community.  The  Priests'  Code  reflects 
this,  in  making  the  daily  Burnt-offering,  performed  at  Jerusa- 
lem by  deputy  for  absent  worshippers,  the  main  fundamental  of 
worship,  and  in  introducing  Sin  and  Propitiation  (which  were 
associations  foreign  to  the  ancient  offerings)  as  the  one  uniform 
and  universal  occasion,  and  object,  of  sacrifice. 

It  will  be  admitted  that  the  forgoing  is  a  tolerably  distinct 
and  varied  stock  of  demonstrations,  to  be  undertaken  by  one, 
who  feels  no  definite  assurance  even  of  the  "  two  termini "  of 
the  course  he  is  to  traverse.  But  Imagination  can  "rush  in," 
where  sober  Induction  "  fears  to  tread."  Let  us  now  follow 
him  to  his  demonstrations. 
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CHAPTEK  II. 

OENBBAL  GLAHCB  AT  WELLHAUSEK'S  SAOBIFICIAL 
DEVELOPMENT. 

WELLHAUSEN  presents  his  views  on  sacrifice  as  a 
development,  thereby  doing  homage  to  the  reigning 
fashion  of  the  day,  and,  if  confident  and  multiplied  assertion 
might  pass  for  proof,  he  has  certainly  gone  far  to  end  all 
perplexity  as  to  the  motives,  and  variations,  of  Israelitish 
sacrifice.  He  sees  quite  well  how  matters  stood  at  the  Exodus, 
in  the  days  of  Samuel  and  of  the  Judges,  in  the  days  of  David 
and  of  Solomon,  in  the  days  of  Ahaz  and  of  Josiah,  in  the 
Captivity  and  subsequent  to  it ;  and  he  would  have  us  suppose 
that  he  has  depicted  the  transitions,  from  age  to  age,  and  from 
code  to  code,  by  which  a  reasoned  and  orderly  evolution  was 
realised.  He  has  to  acknowledge  that  the  records,  which  should 
yield  a  firm  foundation  for  his  views,  are  often  only  "  vacil- 
lating "  (p.  75),  and  "  involuntary"  (p.  72),  in  any  "  testimony  " 
he  can  wring  out  of  them  in  his  favour ;  and  we  shall  contend 
that  their  "  testimony"  is  wholly  against  him  :  but  his  "  thesis  " 
is  that  he  can  show  how  one  generation  handed  on  its  sacrificial 
praxis  to  another,  till,  as  the  grand  culmination  in  Ezra's  days, 
there  stood,  before  an  astonished  renmant  of  the  nation, 
a  Levitical  code,  stringent,  elaborate,  and  splendid,  of  which 
Moses  never  dreamed,  and  at  which  every  prophet  would  have 
cried  Anathema.  The  ages  did  not  pass,  without  inter- 
dependence, and  without  "  increasing  purpose " ;  they  were 
gradually,  if  strangely  and  unconsciously,  raising  up  an  edifice. 
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on  which  the  returned  exiles  were,  at  last,  to  place  the 
copestone.  Hitherto,  there  has  been  nothing  but  chaos  and 
absurdity,  in  the  treatment  of  Biblical  sacrifice  ;  but  we  are  at 
length  to  be  brought  face  to  face  with  its  intelligible  and 
orderly  procession. 

We  propose  first  to  take  a  glance  at  the  general  aspect  of 
the  development,  which  we  are  asked  to  recognise,  before 
proceeding  to  a  more  detailed  examination  of  its  individual 
elements  and  proofs.  We  have  seen  that  its  discoverer  almost 
drops  a  verdict  of  "  hardly  sufficient,"  before  putting  it  forward : 
a  straight  general  look  at  it  may  perhaps  beget  in  us  the 
feeling  that  it  ought,  surely,  to  prove  incapable  of  proof.  What 
are  its  characteristics  ? 

L  It  is  &ir  to  say  that  some  of  his  most  dogmatic  pro- 
nouncements, r^arding  sacrifice,  hardly  profess  to  lean  on 
documentary  data  of  any  kind.  Whenever  he  has  to  refer  to 
its  early  history,  or  to  its  chief  aims,  or  to  its  usual  concomitants, 
he  speaks  as  one  having  authority,  but  we  often  feel  that  the 
authority  is  centred  in  his  own  consciousness,  rather  than  on 
any  trustworth;|r  external  testimony,  available  for  others.  He 
always  knows  how  sacrificers  acted,  and  what  their  intentions 
and  inducements  and  expectations  were,  but  we  too  often  feel 
that  we  have  only  a  '*  thus  saith  Wellhausen,*'  to  warrant  the 
analysis,  and  not  any  description,  or  self-revelation,  from  the 
ancient  offerers  themselves.  The  question  of  the  origin  of  sacri- 
fice, for  example,  is  usually  felt  to  be  a  thorny  one,  and  most 
writers  do  not  advance  far  beyond  the  stage  of  wonderment, 
and  of  conjecture,  in  treating  it :  Wellhausen  has  no  doubt  nor 
scruple  in  the  matter :  its  whole  rationale,  the  b^inning  and 
end  of  its  establishment,  is  to  be  found,  he  says,  in  a  feeling  of 
gratitude ;  all  blessings  have  come  from  the  Deity,  therefore, 
in  grateful  symbolism,  they  should  be  handed  back  to  Him  ; 
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and  it  is  perfectly  immaterial  which  particular  blessing  be 
symbolicallj  restored,  if  only  it  be  the  oflferer's  property  (pp.  61, 
62).  This  is  very  clear  and  simple  :  but  we  have  not  a  tittle 
of  documentary  evidence  for  the  extrusion  of  manf/  other 
sentiments  and  aims,  which  other  investigators  have  suggested 
as  probable  explanations  of  sacrifice. 

So,  again,  we  are  asked  to  believe  that,  from  earliest  times, 
there  was  an  incessant  multiplicity  of  sacrifices,  in  the  homes  and 
hamlets  of  the  people  :  they  were  perpetually  at  it :  no  journey 
could  commence,  no  purchase  could  be  ratified,  no  honoured 
guest  could  be  received,  no  battle  could  be  started  for,  no 
unusual  experience  nor  undertaking  of  any  kind  could  transpire, 
but  the  sacrifice,  and  the  altar,  must  be  resorted  to  (pp.  76-78). 
It  may  be  so ;  but  we  have  no  records,  which  shut  us  up  to 
such  a  view  of  the  never-ceasing  flow  of  sacrifice  through 
every  early  age,  followed  by  its  curtailment,  and  by  its  practical 
cessation,  in  post-Josian  ages.  We  read  of  no  sacrifice  before 
Abraham  left  Chaldea,  nor  before  he  started  to  deliver  Lot,  nor 
before  he  purchased  the  cave  of  Machpelah.  We  read  of  no 
sacrifice  before  Moses  left  Midian  for  his  life  work,  nor  before 
he  stretched  forth  his  rod  over  the  sea,  nor  before  he  fought 
with  Amalek,  nor  before  he  ascended  Nebo.  We  read  of  no 
sacrifice  before  Jericho  was  compassed,  nor  before  Deborah 
fought  her  battle,  not  before  David  received  the  great  Mes- 
sianic promise,  nor  before  Elijah  ascended  to  heaven.  We  are 
not  seeking  to  settle  meantime  the  frequency  of  sacrifice ;  we 
are  only  illustrating  the  ease,  with  which  Wellhausen  can 
extemporise  the  most  convenient  and  comprehensive  assevera- 
tions, without  furnishing  chapter  and  verse  to  back  them. 

II.  Another  characteristic  of  his  evolution  of  Israelitish 
sacrifice  is  that  there  is  nothing  peculiarly  Israelitish  about 
it,     Israel,  as   regards    this   topic,  is   precisely   like  other 
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nations.  There  is  no  snpematural  guidance  afforded  them. 
Their  sacrificial  developments  are,  simply  and  wholly,  a  chapter 
of  naturalism,  with  not  a  solitary  divine  revelation,  or  command, 
to  distinguish  them  from  the  other  nations  of  the  world. 
^Balaam,  the  Aramean,  understands  just  as  well  as  any 
Israelite  how  to  offer  sacrifices  to  Jehovah  that  do  not  fail  of 
their  effect.  All  this  brings  out,  with  as  much  clearness  as 
could  be  desired,  that  sacrifice  is  a  very  ancient  and  quite 
universal  method  of  honouring  the  Deity,  and  that  Israelite 
sacrifice  is  distinguished  not  by  the  manner  in  which,  but  by 
the  being  to  whom,  it  is  offered,  in  being  offered  to  the  God  of 
Israel"  (p.  54).  The  belief  of  Israel  regarding  sacrifice  is 
declared  to  be  "  the  belief  that  Jehovah  must  be  honoured 
by  His  dependents,  just  as  other  gods  are  by  their  subjects,  by 
means  of  offerings  and  gifts  as  being  the  natural  and  (like 
prayer)  universally  current  expressions  of  religious  homage" 
(p.  56).  Nothing  could  exceed  the  plainness,  and  thoroughness, 
with  which  all  divine  interposition  is  thus  shut  out  from  the 
establishment,  and  from  the  moulding,  of  Israelitish  sacrifice. 
Israel  are  left  to  settle,  out  of  their  own  fancy,  how  they  will 
sacrifice  to  Jehovah,  just  as  the  Moabites  are  left  to  settle  how 
they  will  sacrifice  to  Chemosh,  or  the  Philistines  how  they  will 
sacrifice  to  Dagon.  Jehovah  is  ^'  just  as  other  gods " :  the 
Aramean  is  "  just  as  any  Israelite."  If  sacrifices  vary  from 
age  to  age,, it  is  not  divine  command,  but  merely  "advancing 
culture  "  (p.  68),  that  fixes  the  variations. 

III.  It  may  seem  to  follow,  from  the  forgoing,  that  our 
author*s  sacrificial  theory  denies  all  divine  election,  and  separa- 
tion, of  Israel,  from  the  rest  of  the  world.  That  they  were  a 
separate  people, — a  light,  supematurally  kindled,  lest  darkness 
should  become  complete — witnesses  to  Grod's  sovereignty  and 
purity,  lest  He  should  become  utterly  unacknowledged  in  the 
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world  He  had  made — ^**a  kingdom  of  prieeta,"  sanctified  in 
themBelveSy  and  sanctified  for  the  rest  of  the  world's  sake — this 
is  the  view  of  Israel,  which  seems  as  ineradicable  from  every 
page  of  the  Old  Testament,  as  it  is  ineradicable  from  universal 
Christian  thought.  But  what  becomes  of  this  view,  if  they  can 
be  grouped,  on  a  common  platform  of  non-privilege  and 
forsakenness,  with  all  the  idolatrous  nations  around  them  ? 
**  What  advantage  then  hath  the  Jew  ?  *^  What  becomes  of  the 
principle,  "  Salvation  is  of  the  Jews  "  ? 

Now,  while  this  seems  an  inevitable  criticism,  to  which 
Wellhausen's  evolution  is  liable,  it  is  but  fair  to  add  two 
qualifying  remarks.  (1)  In  the  first  place,  he  does  not,  in 
so  many  words,  deny  all  supernatural  interposition,  in  the  estab- 
lishment, and  in  the  guidance,  of  Israel,  as  a  nation.  It  would 
be  diflScult,  indeed,  to  extract,  from  his  pages,  any  definite 
statement  as  to  when  supernatural  communications  were  made, 
who  received  them,  what  elements  they  consisted  of,  and  what 
infiuence  they  shed  :  a  reader  of  Wellhausen  would  almost  be 
as  much  bewildered,  if  he  came  on  an  acknowledgment  of  an 
undeniable  divine  communication,  as  the  king  of  Israel  was, 
when  Samuel  was  brought  up  to  him  at  Endor.  Records  of 
such  communications  are  plentifully  contemned,  as  **  legends  *' ; 
but  we  cannot  specify  even  one,  which  seems  to  be  definitely, 
and  reverently,  accepted.  At  the  same  time,  neither  have  we 
met  with  any  express,  and  universal,  repudiation  of  their 
actuality  ;  and  there  are  occasional  expressions,  from  which  one 
might  almost  infer  that  Israel  had  some  special  (though 
undefined)  nearness  to,  and  help  from,  the  one  living  and 
true  God. 

(2)  The  other  remark  is  that,  while  no  absolute  proclamation 
of  naturalism  is  forthcoming,  as  to  Israel's  whole  standing,  and 
experience,  as  a  nation,  such  a  proclamation  is  undoubtedly 
made  regarding  the  province  of  Israelitish  history,  which  we 
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are  now  surveying,  the  provinoe  of  sacrifice.  Whether  we  call 
them  a  chosen  race  or  not,  whether  we  are  to  employ  a  few 
indefinite  euphemisms  or  not,  as  to  divine  relationship,  lest  the 
universal  Christian  consdenoe  be  too  grossly  shocked,  it  is 
undeniable  that  our  author  holds,  as  r^ards  the  theory  and 
practice  of  sacrifice,  that  Israel  were  left  from  age  to  age, 
without  the  slightest  divine  direction,  free  to  do  ^  every  one 
what  was  right  in  his  own  eyes.^*  He  proclaims  sacrifice  to 
have  *'  constituted  with  the  Hebrews  the  main  part  of  worship" 
(p.  52),  but,  in  this,  they  differed  nothing  from  ^the  whole 
ancient  world"  (p.  52).  He  acknowledges  there  were  an 
"order"  of  "prieete,"  and  a  "priestly  law"  (p.  57),  but  they 
were  a  priesthood,  and  a  law,  which  oould  not  boast  of  the 
slightest  direction  from  Jehovah,  r^arding  ^Hhe  main  part  of 
worship."  As  regards  this  "main  part,"  their  whole  worship 
was  self -evolved,  as  truly  so  as  the  Canaanite  worship  of  Baal, 
or  the  Egyptian  worship  of  Apis.  Jehovah  would  have 
abhorred  the  idea  that  He  could  stoop  to  enforce  regula- 
tions, regarding  that  "  main  part  of  worship  ":  His  people  were 
left,  "  being  without  divine  law,  to  be  a  law  to  themselves." 
There  is  no  getting  over  this  characteristic  of  Wellhausen's 
evolution :  inde^  he  makes  no  attempt  to  get  over  it ;  he 
multiplies  phraseology,  to  make  it  unmistakeable.  It  is  a 
purely  naturalistic  evolution,  with  professedly  Biblical  materials. 

lY.  Another  remark,  which  his  chapter  on  Sacrifice  justi- 
fies, is  that,  assuming  the  truth  of  his  own  principles,  he 
confines  his  evolutionary  sketch  within  too  narrow  limits.  He 
makes  the  whole  process  transpire  after  the  deliverance  from 
Egypt,  or  rather  after  the  entrance  into  Canaan.  Now,  on  the 
Biblical  theory,  such  a  procedure  is  justifiable  enough.  The 
Bible  makes  the  election  of  Israel  precede,  by  centuries,  the 
divine  prescription  of  their  sacrificial  usages.    It  is,  indeed, 
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eminently  credible  that  Abraham  (and  earlier  fathers  of  the 
race  as  well)  may  have  had  some  unrecorded  measure  of  divine 
guidance,  regarding  "  the  main  part  of  worship " :  He,  who 
enjoined  on  him  circumcision,  and  who  accepted  the  burnt 
offering  of  the  ram  in  place  of  Isaac,  and  who  is  stated,  in 
It  Jehovistic  narrative,  to  have  enjoined  on  him  "  command- 
ments, and  statutes  and  laws  "  (Gen.  26.  6),  may  have  included 
in  these  "statutes,'*  some  primary  and  regulative  views  of 
sacrifice,  which  would  prove  a  preservative  against  the  super- 
stitions which  he  had  left  in  Chaldea,  against  those  which  now 
surrounded  him  in  Canaan,  and  against  those  that  would  after- 
wards seduce  his  posterity  in  Egypt.  But,  while  we  can 
hardly  help  supposing  this,  it  is  generally  accepted,  as  the 
Biblical  view,  that  it  was  not  till  after  the  emancipation 
through  Moses  that  a  divinely  conceived  and  sanctioned  ritual 
was,  at  last,  and  with  much  elaborateness,  enjoined  on 
Abraham's  seed.  Whatever  views  of  morality  the  Abrahamic 
"  statutes  "  had  embraced  would  doubtless  be  (not  annulled,  but) 
gathered  up  into  greater  power  and  prominence  by  the  Ten 
Commandments  from  Sinai :  and  so,  whatever  guidance  in 
sacrifice  these  same  "statutes"  had  afforded,  might  be  (not 
discredited,  but)  only  confirmed,  and  elaborated  into  much 
greater  fulness  and  significance  and  variety,  by  the  r^ulations 
"prescribed  to  Moses  in  the  Mount."  The  author  of  the 
Pentateuch  takes  the  occasion  of  that  Exodus,  which  was  the 
grand  achievement  of  his  life,  to  follow  it  up  (under  divine 
direction)  by  embodying,  in  permanent  and  systematic  form, 
first  those  principles  of  morality,  which  are  for  all  men,  and 
then  (along  with  other  temporary  laws)  those  types  and 
arrangements  of  sacrifice,  which  were  to  be  binding,  as  fore- 
shadowings  of  redemption,  on  the  Jews  alone. 

On  this  view,  which  is  af  once  intelligible,  and  reasonable, 
and  seemly,  we  naturally  date  all  special  and  definite  history, 
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and  developmenb,  of  Israelitish  sacrifice  from  the  time  imme* 
diately  posterior  to  the  deliverance  from  Egypt.  Then,  for 
the  first  time,  were  their  previous  sacrificial  knowledge  and 
practice  gathered  up,  and  vastly  enlarged,  and  permanently 
stereotyped,  in  the  form  of  express  and  minute  divine  institu- 
tions ;  they  now,  at  length,  had  "  this  main  part  of  worship  " 
taken  in  hand  by  the  Grand  Object  of  all  worship,  and  autho- 
ritatively shaped  and  moulded  for  them,  even  as  He  shaped  and 
moulded,  in  the  Ten  Commandments,  the  varied  elements  of 
that  "  good  and  holy  and  acceptable  will,"  which  He  had  fixed, 
from  the  first,  as  the  charter  of  life  and  happiness  for  His 
creature  man.  The  descent  on  Sinai,  and  the  summoning  up 
of  Moses,  and  the  delivery  to  him  there  of  "  all  the  words  of 
the  Lord,  and  all  the  judgments "  (Exod.  24.  8,  25.  1 ; 
Lev.  1.  1,  &c.),  make  that  naturally  the  turning-point  in 
Israel's  sacrificial  history,  when  comparative  uncertainty  gave 
way  before  clear  and  stringent  divine  requirement. 

But,  in  the  theory  of  Wellhausen,  the  entry  into  Canaan 
seems  to  be  made  a  sacrificial  starting  point  of  a  most  unreal 
and  inconsistent  kind.  With  him,  there  is  no  "  pattern  in  the 
Mount  *'  to  make  the  tabernacle  by  :  with  him,  there  is  not  a 
single  occurrence  of  the  formula  "The  Lord  spake  unto 
Moses,"  in  all  Leviticus,  which  reaches  any  higher  level  than 
romance.  He  regards  Israel  as  merely  borne  along  on  the 
general  stream  of  sacrificial  development,  which  has  been  flow- 
ing through  all  nations  from  the  creation  of  the  world.  If  so, 
with  what  consistency  can  he  tie  down  to  the  days  of  Joshua 
the  origination  of  the  development  ?  We  crave  insight  into 
experiences,  and  ramifications,  much  further  back  than  that. 
The  people  had  spent  more  than  a  whole  generation  in  districts 
intermediate  between  Egypt  and  Canaan  :  they  had  spent  more 
than  ten  generations  in  Egypt  itself,  where  priestly  rule  was 
excessive :  they  had  a  still  earlier  derivation  from,  and  re- 
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collections  of^  Chaldea,  where  priest  and  ritoal  eqnallj 
abounded.  If  evolution  is  to  be  all  the  role,  and  if  it  is  to 
have  a  free  field,  and  no  restriction,  thai  we  ought  to  be  shown 
sacrificial  arrangements,  and  sacrificial  changes,  arising,  long 
before  Joshua's  day,  according  as  Israel's  own  predilections,  or 
their  neighbours'  vile  contaminations,  led  them  to  decide.  Qur 
author  writes  (pp.  76-82)  as  though  the  Israelites  had  stepped 
into  Canaan  in  inexperienced  innocence,  as  though  thej  had  no 
past  practices,  whose  influence  fell  to  be  transmitted,  as  though 
they  had  never  been  in  contact  with  other  lands,  that  helped  to 
shape  their  usages.  He  sits  down,  with  complacent  certitude, 
to  sketch,  out  of  pure  Imagination,  their  first  religious  aspir- 
ings, on  the  footing,  practically,  that  they  are  a  nation  newly 
dropped  from  the  sky,  that  their  first  neighbours  are  the 
Canaanites,  and  that  their  ^'  early  days  "  are  thus  redolent  of 
"  corporations,"  and  "  permanent  societies,"  and  "  warlike  expe- 
ditions," and  "vintages,"  and  the  "arrivals  of  honoured  guests" 
(p.  76).  He  makes  them  drop  into  these  surroundings,  with 
their  minds  a  perfect  tabtUa  rasa  as  regards  sacrificial  know- 
ledge, and  then  proceed  to  devise  their  praxis.  Such  a  view  is 
"polemical"  (if  we  may  borrow  his  own  magniloquence) 
against  the  doctrine  that  sacrifice  had  been  a  universal  instinct 
from  the  dawn  of  time,  and  that  it  had  fallen  to  be  freely,  and 
similarly,  developed,  among  all  the  nations  of  the  earth.  He 
does  not  always  hold  that  sacrificial  habits  are  forgotten  when 
a  people  migrate  ;  in  Babylon,  he  holds  that  the  peopk  kept 
up  such  a  passionate  reminiscence  of  their  un-revealed  sacri- 
ficial praxis  in  Judah,  that  they  there  began  that  codifying  of 
it,  which  coloured  all  their  future  :  with  what  consistency  can 
he  hold  that  this  same  people,  when  they  first  entered  Canaan, 
had  allowed  all  their  previous  sacrificial  experiences  to  pass 
utterly  away  like  a  morning  cloud,  and  that  "  to  celebrate  the 
vintage  festival  among  one's  native  hills  "  (p.  77)  was  one  of  the 
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earliest  experiences  that  had  suggested  sacrifice  to  the  seed  of 
Abraham  ?  Grant  him  that  "  the  ancient  cultus  "  must  have 
had  "  its  root  in  local  environment "  (p.  77),  still,  if  he  is  to 
be  a  true  evolutionist,  he  must  give  that  "  environment "  fully, 
and  in  its  past  dependeni)es,  and  from  the  beginning.  Herein 
he  ^egiously  fails.  With  most  un-evolutionary  "  science," 
he  posits  a  miraculous  starting-point,  cut  ofiF,  as  by  cataclysm, 
from  all  the  people's  previous  chequered  history.  He  first  rails 
at  the  traditionalists,  and  then — steals  their  clothes. 

"V.  There  are  still  two  other  characteristics*  of  our  author's 
evolution,  which  appear  to  us  even  more  extraordinary  than 
those  which  we  have  already  glanced  at.  The  one  of  these  is 
its  attitude  towards  sin.  It  denies  to  Hebrew  sacrifice  any 
special  relation  to  sin,  prior  to  the  days  of  Ezekiel.  The 
worshipper  never  came  as  a  penitent,  bowed  down  with  a  sense 
of  guilt,  seeking  to  be  relieved  and  cleansed.  "  An  underlying 
reference  of  sacrifice  to  sin,  speaking  generally,  was  entirely 
absent "  (p.  81).  It  is  not  merely  that  no  special  class  of  sin- 
offerings  was  inaugurated,  but  that,  in  the  offerings  that  were 
established,  there  was  not  even  an  "  underlying  reference  '*  to 
sin :  it  is  not  that  such  *'  reference  '*  was  rare,  but  that  it  might 
be  more  fairly  described  as  "  entirely  absent.'*  This  is  constantly 
cropping  up,  throughout  the  whole  of  our  author's  Chapter  II. 
The  exclusive  notion  of  a  sacrifice  is  that  of  a  "  gift "  (p.  61), 
**  a  mere  restoration  of  His  own  to  the  Deity  "  (p.  63),  and 
'^  as  to  man  so  also  to  God  that  which  is  eatable  is  by  prefer- 
ence offered"  (p.  62).  Age  after  age,  this  idea  of  sacrifice 
reigns  practicaUy  supreme:  any  atmosphere  of  gloom,  any 
feeling  of  depression,  or  of  un worthiness,  or  of  fear,  would  have 
killed  the  life  out  of  any  sacrifice.  ''The  ancient  offerings 
were  wholly  of  a  joyous  nature — a  merry-making  before  Jeho- 
vah, with  music  and  song  "  (p.  81).    It  is  not  that  some  of  the 
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offerings  were  wails  of  penitence,  and  others  bnrets  of  thanks- 
giving ;  nor  is  it  that,  in  a  single  offering,  lamentation 
prevailed  at  one  stage,  and  exultation  at  another ;  it  is  that 
"  joy  "  and  "  merry-making  "  were  the  b^inning,  the  middle, 
and  the  end,  of  all  "  the  ancient  offerings."  A  sacrifice,  with 
"  a  single  trace  "  of  offering  for  sin,  is  quite  unknown  to  the 
judges  and  prophets  and  kings  of  ancient  Israel :  ^*  of  this  kind 
of  sacrifice,  which  has  an  enormous  importance  in  the  Priestly 
Code,  not  a  single  trace  occurs  in  the  rest  of  the  Old  Testament 
before  Ezekiel"  (p.  73).  "Atonement  by  blood"  has  become 
the  new,  and  distinctive,  characteristic  of  the  Priestly  Code : 
under  it,  we  are  face  to  face  with  *'the  one  uniform  and 
universal  occasion  (of  sacrifice) — that  of  sin  ;  and  one  xmiform 
and  universal  purpose — that  of  propitiation  "  (p.  80).  There 
may  be  occasional  expressions,  that  seem  in  partial  conflict  with 
the  foregoing,  but  the  quotations  fairly  represent  our  author's 
view  of  the  nature,  and  object,  of  Hebrew  sacrifices,  as  being 
utterly  un-related  to  sin  and  penitence,  through  all  the  ages 
before  Ezekiel. 

Have  we  not  here  the  presentation  of  a  "thesis"  of  a 
singular  and  surprising  kind?  Was  "sin"  so  alien  to  the 
experience  of  all  dealt  with  in  Bible  history  that,  for  countless 
ages,  they  could  perform  "  the  main  part  of  worship,"  without 
any  relation  to  it  ?  Did  they  not  daily  feel  "  laden  with 
iniquity,"  and  unworthy  to  approach  God  ?  And  were  their 
confusion,  and  their  desires  after  reconciliation,  never  sym- 
bolically set  forth  ?  Was  Cain  driven  from  the  Lord's  presence 
on  account  of  sin  ?  and  yet,  when  he  next  sacrificed,  was  the 
whole  performance  just  "  a  merrymaking  before  Jehovah "  ? 
Did  Noah  see  the  world  overwhelmed,  because  its  "  wickedness 
was  great "  ?  and  yet,  when  he  sacrificed  after  the  stupendous 
visitation,  was  there  not  even  an  "  underlying  reference  to  sin  " 
in  all  the  ceremonies  he  went  through  ?    Did  every  patriarch 
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notably  offend  ?  had  Moses  to  be  kept  out  of  Canaan  for  sin  ? 
was  "  doing  evil  again  in  the  sight  of  the  Lord  "  the  recurring 
record  of  every  rebellious  age  under  the  judges  ?  and,  under 
the  kings,  did  the  obstinacy  continue  so  inveterate,  that  ten  of 
the  tribes  had  at  last  to  be  swept  out  of  Canaan  on  account  of 
sin  ?  and  yet,  as  the  ages  passed,  was  the  altar  habitually 
surrounded,  without  the  faintest  realisation  of  *^  the  universal 
occasion  of  sacrifice — that  of  sin,  and  the  universal  purpose  of 
sacrifice — that  of  propitiation  "  ?  "  All  the  blood  shed  upon 
the  earth,  from  the  blood  of  righteous  Abel  to  the  Babylonish 
Captivity" — did  it  cry  unto  God  from  the  ground  ?  and  yet 
was  there  hardly  "  a  single  trace  "  of  penitence,  and  of  atone- 
ment, and  of  forgiveness,  in  all  the  sacrifices  that  ascended, 
while  these  scarlet  floods  were  flowing?  Strange  enough  to 
plant  Israel  down  at  the  conquest,  and.  begin  evolving  them, 
without  any  inherited  habits  or  tendencies  from  their  ancestry : 
but  stranger  still,  surely,  that  the  whole  evolution  of  "the 
main  part  of  their  worship  "  proceeded,  without  priest,  or  king, 
or  prophet,  introducing  even  an  "underlying  reference"  to 
those  sins,  which  were  rising  like  the  mountains  to  heaven 
in  every  age,  and  which  were  awaking  the  fierce  indignation  of 
Him,  with  whom  they  had  to  do.  We  are  not  meantime 
canvassing  the  proofs  for  this  strange  evolution,  we  are  merely 
directing  pointed  attention  to  what  the  nature  of  the  evolu- 
tion is. 

"VI.  Our  last  remark  is  that,  assuming  the  evolution  to  be 
true,  it  is  an  evolution,  from  anything  similar  to  which  every 
man  of  good  judgment  may  well  pray  to  be  saved.  "We 
expect  to  be  lifted  up,  and  enriched,  by  the  new  evolutionary 
views  :  they  are  to  give  us  the  "  key  to  the  interpretation  of 
that  wonderful  literature  "  (Preface,  p.  vii.),  which  preceded  the 
New  Testament,  and  out  of  which  all  that  is  best  and  holiest, 
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in  the  New  Testament,  has  grown.  We  are  to  see  old  ab- 
Bnrdities  dissipated,  and  a  clear  and  edifying  exposition  given, 
of  how  the  cultns  of  Israel  "  really  grew  up,  little  by  little, 
from  its  Mosaic  germ  "  (Preface,  p.  vii.)  ;  an  exposition,  which 
will  illustrate  a  wisdom  in  Providence,  and  which  will  transmit 
an  enlightenment  to  Gospel  days,  of  which  the  whole  world,  till 
less  than  thirty  years  ago,  had  lain  in  painful  ignorance.  Now, 
as  to  sacrifice,  what  is  that  development  which  is  so  to  open  our 
eyes,  and  so  to  raise  our  adoration,  and  so  to  exhibit  the  onward 
march  of  forces  which  "  the  hand  of  God  "  (Preface,  p.  ix.)  was 
invisibly  overruling,  to  culminate  in  the  fulness  of  the  time  ? 
Israelitish  sacrifice,  Wellhausen  being  our  guide  (pp.  76-82,  et 
passim)^  developed,  from  being  a  thing  of  "  freedom,"  to  be  a 
thing  of  close  "  restriction," — "  once  cultus  was  spontaneous, 
now  it  is  a  thing  of  statute  "  (p.  78)  :  it  developed,  from  re- 
semblance to  "  the  green  tree  which  grows  up  out  of  the  soil," 
to  resemblance  to  "the  r^ularly  shapen  timber,  ever  more 
artificially  shaped  with  square  and  compass "  (p.  81)  :  it 
developed,  from  having  "a  most  intimate  and  manifold 
connection  with  ordinary  life  "  (p.  76),  to  arrangements,  under 
which  a  man's  "  life  and  worship  "  of  necessity  "  fell  apart " 
(p.  77)  :  it  developed,  from  a  "  natural  soil,"  where  it  had 
constant  and  effective  sustenance,  to  a  soil,  wholly  unsuitable, 
where  "  it  was  deprived  of  its  natural  nourishment "  (p.  77)  ; 
it  developed,  from  being  a  service,  in  which  each  individual, 
and  each  family,  had  a  personal  and  responsible  and  delighted 
share,  to  being  a  quite  abstract  ceremony,  which  borrowed  all 
its  "efficacy  from  being  performed  by  the  priest"  (p.  79)  ;  it 
developed,  from  being  a  thing  of  satisfaction  and  "  joyousnees," 
to  a  thing  of  "  monotonous  seriousness  "  "  than  which  no  greater 
contrast  can  be  conceived  "  (p.  81)  ;  it  developed,  from  giving 
a  man  a  "  correspondingly  rich  variety  "  (p.  77)  in  his  choice 
of  offerings,  to  a  state,  where  all  choice  was  denied  him,  and 
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where  the  offering  has  become  ^  completely  the  affair  of  the 
community "  (p.  80)  ;  it  developed,  from  an  "  antiquity " 
when  ^'religious  worship  was  a  natural  thing,"  and  when  it 
was  the  very  "blossom  of  life"  (p,  77),  to  a  "now,"  when 
nature  had  been  killed  in  it,  when  barren  formalism  was  its 
essence — "  it  was  the  blossom  and  fruit  of  every  branch  of  life 
no  longer " — ^**  the  warm  pulse  of  life  no  longer  throbbed  in 
it " — "  the  soul  was  fled,  the  shell  remained  "  (p.  78). 

The  above  may  seem  a  long  and  grievous  indictment,  but, 
if  it  be  indictment  at  all,  it  is  an  indictment,  which  Wellhausen 
brings  against  himself ;  we  have  given  his  own  pages  and 
words  for  every  clause  of  it.  The  mere  utterance  of  the  word 
"  evolution  "  is  enough  to  make  some  unthinking  multitudes 
open  mouth  and  eye,  and  feel,  "What  advancement,  what 
superiority,  are  here  I "  We  decline  to  be  thus  taken  captive  by 
the  mere  sound  of  a  name  :  we  hold  that 

"  Absurdity,  by  any  other  name. 
Would  smell  as  rank  " : 

and,  if  a  process  is  absurd,  the  parrot  cry  of  "  evolution  "  will 
not  strip  it  of  absurdity.  In  a  word,  if  we  meet  with  a  claim 
to  evolution,  we  insist  on  taking  the  claim  to  pieces,  and  on 
seeing  of  what  elements  it  consists.  And,  when  we  do  so,  we 
find  that  the  signal  compliment,  which  has  been  paid  to  "  the 
hand  of  God  "  (Preface,  p.  ix.),  within  the  last  thirty  years,  is  that 
throughout "  a  long  providential  development "  (Preface,  p.  ix.), 
Le.  throughout  more  than  a  thousand  years  of  IsraeFs  history, 
that  "hand  "  was  shaping  an  evolution,  from  nature  to  stilts, 
from  freedom  to  bondage,  from  variety  to  sameness,  from  joy  to 
monotony,  from  life  to  death.  Sacrifice,  to  begin  with,  was  a 
personal,  and  joyous,  and  reasonable,  service ;  but  it  developed 
at  last  into  a  Priests'  Code,  from  which— "its  soul  was  fled,  its 
shell  remained" 
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Oar  aim,  as  yet,  has  been  to  gather  together  some  of  the 
general  aspects  of  Wellhausen's  sacrificial  evolution.  And  we 
have  seen,  in  especial,  that  it  puts  Israel  precisely  on  a  level 
with  other  nations,  in  devising  the  manner  of  their  sacrifice — 
that  it  has  no  nexus  with  their  pre- Joshuan  habitudes — thaD  it 
is  a  mere  "  merrymaking,"  with  no  "  underlying  reference  to 
sin " — and  that,  while  it  began  with  "the  warm  pulse  of  life," 
it  ended  in  stagnation  and  death.  We  have  thought  that  such 
a  general  glance  at  the  evolution  may  make  many  readers  cease 
to  wonder  that  Wellhausen  himself  feared  he  had  "hardly 
sufficient "  evidence,  wherewith  to  illustrate  it.  And  we  have 
felt  also  that  such  a  general  survey  may  help  to  excuse  the 
charges  of  extreme  non  sequitur^  which  we  now  feel  constrained 
to  proceed  to  affix  to  it  in  detaiL 
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CHAPTER  IIL 

DOBS  THE  PBIESTLY  CODB  DENT  PRB-MOSAIO  SACRIFICE  ? 

WELLHAUSEN'S  views  on  Sacrifice  group  themselves 
round  two  central  topics  mainly.  The  first  topic  is 
the  General  Attitude  of  the  Deity  (so  far  as  disclosed  by  the 
warring  writers  of  Scripture)  to  the  origin  and  development 
of  sacrifice :  the  second  topic  is  the  Special  Peculiarities  and 
Developments,  which  sacrifice  assumed,  through  the  long 
course  of  Israelitish  history.  Speaking  generally,  we  may  say 
that  our  Chapters  III. — ^VII.  will  be  occupied  with  the  former 
topic,  and  our  Chapters  VIII. — ^XI.  with  the  latter. 

His  great  object,  in  dealing  with  the  first  topic,  is  to  show 
irreconcileable  contradictions,  among  the  Jewish  writers,  in 
their  views  of  when  sacrifice  arose,  and  of  how  God  regarded 
it.  The  first  branch  of  these  contradictions  is  derived  from 
the  alleged  fact  that  the  authors  of  the  Book  of  the  Covenant 
and  of  Deuteronomy,  on  the  one  hand,  are  at  utter  variance 
with  the  author  of  the  Priests'  Code,  on  the  other  hand,  both 
as  to  the  first  origin  of  Israelitish  sacrifice,  and  also  as  to  the 
ritual,  and  the  sanction,  of  the  sacrifices  in  the  whole  period 
from  Moses  to  Ezra.  These  three  codes,  which  (he  says)  are 
at  utter  variance,  were  made  by  the  Jews  to  inhabit  a  common 
record,  to  every  part  of  which  they  attributed  equality  in 
divine  sanction,  and  therefore  equality  in  inflexible  authority  : 
but  these  Jews  either  did  not  see,  or  they  saw  with  indifference, 
that  they  were  virtually  making  "  the  wolf  lie  down  with  the 
lamb,'*  and  that,  when  the  animals  awoke  (as  they  have  at  last 
done,  after  a  sleep  of  two  thousand  years  I),  instead  of  amity^ 
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there  would  be  inevitable  devouring.  Which  code  might  re- 
present the  wolf,  and  which  the  lamb,  is  quite  immaterial : 
enough  that  they  are  mutuallj  repellent,  and  that,  though 
appealed  to  for  ages  as  a  uniform  directory,  they  yet  enfold 
quite  antagonistic  views  of  human  history,  add  of  divine 
arrangement.  The  Priests'  Code  represents  sacrifice  as  un- 
prescribed,  and  unknown,  before  the  days  of  Moses ;  the  other 
two  codes  represent  it  as  a  universal  human  instinct,  and  as 
oo-eval  with  the  world — "  it  is  as  old  as  the  world  iteelf " 
(p.  53).  The  Priests'  Code  represents  sacrificial  ritual  as  the 
grandest,  and  most  permanent,  of  the  Mosaic  achievements,  as 
never  having  been  needed,  nor  proposed,  before  the  days  of 
Moses,  and  as  being  the  very  basis  and  essence  of  the  theocracy, 
which  he  invented :  the  other  two  codes  represent  Moses  as  not 
having  uttered  a  soUtary  prescription  regarding  sacrifice,  and 
they  represent  all  the  generations  of  Israel,  from  the  Conquest 
to  the  Captivity,  as  utterly  bereft  of  indications  of  Intimacy, 
in  the  matter  of  ritual,  and  as  left  entirely  to  their  own  choice 
and  device  "upon  the  when^  the  wJiere^  and  the  by  whom^ 
and  also  in  a  very  special  manner  upon  the  how "  (p.  62)  of 
their  sacrifices;  these  generations  were  thus,  as  regards  this 
**  main  part  of  worship "  (p.  52),  at  once  un-guided  by  God, 
and  un-elevated  above  the  rest  of  the  world.  The  Priests' 
Code  meets  us  bound  up  with  the  other  codes,  and  bound  up 
also  with  the  history  of  Israel  under  the  judges  and  the 
kings ;  but  its  whole  contents  (according  to  the  recent  dis- 
covery) show  the  fatuity  of  such  an  arrangement,  and  the 
impossibility  of  reconciling  the  undoubted  history  with  the 
faintest  idea  that  such  a  code  as  Leviticus  had  been  ever 
heard  of.  Just  as  idolaters  devised  the  worship  of  their  idols 
as  they  pleased,  so  were  the  Israelites  left  to  sacrifice  to 
Jehovah,  in  such  places,  and  from  such  materials,  and  at  such 
seasons,  and  with  such  accompaniments  and  arrangements,  as 
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seemed  "right  in  their  own  eyes,"  utterly  un-troubled  by 
divine  requirement. 

Now,  if  we  were  asked  what  is  the  fallacy  which  underlies  this 
discovery,  our  answer  would  have  to  be  "  its  name  is  Legion, 
for  they  are  many."  It  seems  to  present  a  view  of  sacrifice, 
which  is  neither  quite  reasonable  nor  harmonious  in  itself,  but 
chiefly  which  can  extract  no  relation,  except  a  relation  of  mani- 
fold non-support,  from  the  documents,  on  which  it  professes  to 
be  based.  We  shall  endeavour  fairly  and  exhaustively  to  syste- 
matise the  objections  to  which  it  is  open.  And,  in  the  present 
chapter,  we  shall  deal  with  that  part  of  it,  which  assigns  such 
an  extraordinary  stand-point  to  the  Priestly  Code.  We  shall 
notice  its  bearings  on  the  Jehovist,  and  on  the  Prophets,  in 
subsequent  chapters.  We  begin,  by  giving,  in  his  own  words, 
the  explanation,  and  the  proof,  of  the  Priestly  stand-point : 

"The  Priestly  Code  alone  occupies  itself  much  with  the  subject  (of 
sacrifice) ;  it  gives  a  minute  classification  of  the  various  kijids  of 
offerings,  and  a  description  of  the  procedure  to  be  followed  in  the 
case  of  each.  In  this  way  it  famishes  also  the  normative  scheme  for 
modem  accounts  of  the  matter,  into  which  aU  the  other  casual 
notices  of  the  Old  Testament  on  the  subject  must  be  made  to  fit  as 
best  they  can.  This  point  accordingly  presents  us  with  an  important 
feature  by  which  the  character  of  the  book  can  be  determined.  In  it 
the  sacrificial  ritual  is  a  constituent,  and  indeed  a  very  essential  ele- 
ment, of  the  Mosaic  legislation ;  that  ritual  is  not  represented  as 
ancient  use  handed  down  to  the  IsraeHtes  by  living  practice  from 
ancestral  tiines :  it  was  Moses  who  gave  them  the  theory  of  it — a 
very  elaborate  one  too — and  he  himself  received  his  instruction 
from  Qod  (Exod.  26.  seq. ;  Lev.  1.  seq.).  An  altogether  dispropor- 
tionate emphasis  is  accordingly  laid  upon  the  technique  of  sacrifice 
corresponding  to  the  theory,  alike  upon  the  when,  tiie  where,  and 
the  hy  whom,  and  also  in  a  very  special  manner  upon  the  how.  It 
is  from  these  that  the  sacrifice  obtains  its  specific  value ;  one  could 
almost  suppose  that  even  if  it  were  offered  to  another  God,  it  would 
by  means  of  the  legitimate  rite  alone  be  at  once  made  essentially 
Jehovistic.  The  cultus  of  Israel  is  essentially  distinguished  from 
all  others  by  iiaform,  the  distinctive  and  constitutive  mark  of  the 
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holy  commimitj.  With  it  the  theocracy  begins,  and  it  with  the 
theocracy ;  the  latter  is  nothing  more  than  the  institution  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  on  the  cnltus  after  the  manner  ordained  by 
God.  For  this  reason  also  the  ritual,  which  appears  to  concern 
the  priests  only,  finds  its  place  in  a  law-book  intended  for  the  whole 
community ;  in  order  to  participate  in  the  life  of  the  theocracy,  all 
must,  of  course,  have  clear  knowledge  of  its  essential  nature,  and  in 
this  the  theory  of  sacrifice  holds  a  first  place  "  (pp.  52,  53). 

Again,  after  declaring  that  the  Jehovist  assigns  no  sacrificial 
interference  to  Moses,  be  writes  as  follows  : 

"  The  contrast  with  the  Priestly  Code  is  extremely  striking,  for  it 
is  well  known  that  the  latter  work  makes  mention  of  no  sacrificial 
act  prior  to  the  time  of  Moses,  neither  in  Grenesis  nor  in  Exodus, 
although  from  the  time  of  Noah  slaughtering  is  permitted.  The 
offering  of  a  sacrifice  of  sheep  and  oxen  as  the  occasion  of  the 
exodus  is  omitted,  and  in  place  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  firstlings  we 
have  the  paschal  lamb,  which  is  slaughtered  and  eaten  without 
altar,  without  priest,  and  not  in  the  presence  of  Jehovah. 

**  The  belief  that  the  cultus  goes  back  to  pre-Mosaic  usage  is  un- 
questionably more  natural  than  the  belief  that  it  is  the  main 
element  of  the  Sinaitic  legislation ;  the  thought  would  be  a  strange 
one  that  God  should  suddenly  have  revealed,  or  Moses  discovered 
and  introduced,  the  proper  sacrificial  ritual.  At  the  same  time  this 
does  not  necessitate  the  conclusion  that  the  Priestly  Code  is  later 
than  the  Jehovist.  Nor  does  this  follow  from  the  very  elaborately- 
developed  technique  of  the  agenda,  for  elaborate  ritual  may  have 
existed  in  the  great  sanctuaries  at  a  very  early  period, — though 
that,  indeed,  would  not  prove  it  to  be  genuinely  Mosaic.  On  the 
other  hand;  it  is  certainly  a  consideration  deserving  of  great  weight 
that  the  representation  of  the  exclusive  legitimacy  of  so  definite  a 
sacrificial  ritual,  treated  in  the  Priestly  Code  as  the  only  possible 
one  in  Israel,  is  one  which  can  have  arisen  only  as  a  consequence  of 
the  centralisation  of  the  cultus  at  Jerusalem.  Yet  by  urging  this 
the  decision  of  the  question  at  present  before  us  would  only  be 
referred  back  to  the  result  already  arrived  at  in  the  preceding 
chapter  (Chapter  I.  on  the  Place  of  Worship),  and  it  is  much  to  be 
desired  that  it  should  be  solved  independently,  so  as  not  to  throw 
too  much  weight  upon  a  single  support"  (pp.  54,  55). 

The  main  point  here  enforced  is  that,  according  to  the 
Priecitly  Code,  there  were  no  pre-Mosaic  sacrifices  :  Moses  is  the 
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originator  of  sacrifices,  and  his  origination  of  them  is  the 
origination  of  the  theocracy  :  previous  history  knows  nothing  of 
them.  "We  may  compare  this  position  (1)  with  other  parts  of 
Wellhausen's  theory,  (2)  with  the  terms  of  the  Priestly  Code 
itself,  and  (3)  with  what  he  calls  the  Priestly  history ;  and  we 
may  then  notice  some  subsidiary  positions  in  the  paragraphs. 

I.  Our  author  derides  the  Priestly  Code  for  attributing  to 
Moses  any  special  r^ulation  of  sacrifice  by  divine  command. 
May  we  not  ask,  how  can  such  derision  be  justified,  on  grounds 
of  consistency  and  reason,  and  in  view  of  Wellhausen's  own 
fundamental  view  of  sacrifice  ?  If  there  was  any  divine  choice 
of  Israel  at  all,  and  if,  with  truth,  Moses  can  be  spoken  of,  as 
their  deliverer  from  bondage,  and  as  the  establisher  for  them 
of  an  unexampled  and  long-standing  covenant  relationship 
with  Jehovah,  was  it  not,  of  all  things,  the  most  possible  and 
natural,  that  their  manner  of  divine  service  should  be  regu- 
lated, and,  in  especial,  that  their  sacrificial  seasons  and 
sacrificial  methods  should  bear  enduring  testimony  to  the 
exalted  privilege,  that  had  been  bestowed  on  them  ?  If  the 
impulse  to  sacrifice  be  an  original  and  ineradicable  endow- 
ment of  humanity,  if,  in  our  author's  own  words,  sacrifice  be 
a  "natural  and  universally  current  expression  of  religious 
homage  "  (p.  56),  is  it  out  of  place,  in  a  nation  separated,  for 
high  religious  purposes,  from  all  other  nations,  that  sacrifice 
should  supply  a  sphere,  in  which  the  divine  revelation  will  be 
audible,  and  in  which  the  divine  consummation  will,  in  part  at 
least,  be  realised  ?  Could  a  likelier  instrument  be  selected  ? 
Could  a  more  rational  superintendence  of  the  separated  nation 
be  conceived,  than  that  God  should  deal  with  those  ceaseless 
services,  in  which  some  of  the  deepest  elements  of  religion  are 
symbolised,  that  He  should  give,  in  authoritative  form,  sacri- 
ficial plans   and  surroundings,  which  will  combine  what  is 
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seemly  from  (hem  with  what  is  appropriate  and  acceptable  to 
Himself  ?  Language  is  almost  tortured  (throughout  our 
author's  Chapter  II.)  to  supply  expressions  scornful  enough 
to  express  the  absurdity  of  supposing  Moses  to  have  been 
interested  (as  Leviticus  represents  him)  in  the  regulation  of 
ritual :  we  ask,  whence  this  indignation  ?  Why  should  it  be 
thought  a  thing  incredible  that  a  divinely-appointed  religious 
leader,  in  the  age,  and  in  the  circumstances,  of  the  Exodus,  should 
have  concentrated  a  nation's  loyalty  in.  a  seemly  realisation 
of  "  the  main  part  of  religious  worship "  ?  On  Wellhausen's 
own  views  of  the  importance,  and  antiquity,  and  universal 
prevalence,  of  sacrifice,  we  cannot  conceive  a  more  probable  or 
reasonable  occurrence,  than  the  issuing  of  Leviticus  by  Moses. 

II.  On  Wellhausen's  own  views  also,  there  is,  through  an- 
other part  of  his  discovery,  a  great  slur  cast  on  the  acumen,  or 
wisdom,  of  the  inventors  of  the  Priestly  Code.  He  says  it  was 
invented  a  thousand  years  after  Moses'  day,  and  that  those  who 
drew  it  up  have  made  it  teach  that  sacrifice  made  a  quite 
arbitrary  start  in  the  Mosaic  age,  that  it  had  never  been 
practised  before,  and  that  thus  Moses  was  its  first  promulgator. 
We  shall  insist,  in  a  little,  that  this  is  a  misrepresentation : 
but,  assuming  it  meantime  to  be  true,  what  kind  of  historical 
knowledge,  or  sense  of  fitness,  does  it  impute  to  the  composers 
of  this  large  and  fundamental  part  of  Scripture?  Sacrifice 
had  prevailed  over  "  the  whole  ancient  world  "  (p.  62)  :  it  had 
constituted  "a  very  ancient  and  quite  universal  method  of 
honouring  the  Deity  "  (p.  54)  :  did  the  ExiUc  forgers  not  know 
this  ?  did  they  not  know  the  very  elements  of  the  history, 
which  they  were  professing  to  trace  ?  by  representing  sacrifice 
aa  utterly  unpractised;  between  the  Creation  and  Moses,  did 
they  not  see  that  they  were  writing  down  their  own  stultifica- 
tion ?  that  they  were  certifying  their  own  incompetence  duly 
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to  appreciate  hnman  nature,  or  fairlj  to  investigate  homan 
annals  ?  Bearding  *^  a  usage  which  was  common  to  the  whole 
world  '*  (p.  54),  they  make  representations,  which  "  the  whole 
world  "  must  thus  at  once  be  called,  as  witnesses,  to  cover  with 
derision.  Was  it  not  courting  contumely  to  represent  that, 
"  prior  to  the  time  of  Moses "  (p.  54),  no  sacrificial  act  had 
apparently  occurred  among  the  nations  of  the  earth  ?  That 
Exile  in  Babylon  must  have  been  purgatorial  indeed ;  for  it  not 
merely  purged  its  victims  of  the  remnants  of  common  honesty, 
but  it  purged  them,  in  the  writing  of  history,  of  that  regard  to 
their  own  credit,  and  of  that  regard  to  universal  human  experi- 
ence, which  are  almost  invariably  operath^e  among  the  motives 
of  men.  We  are  at  present  accepting  Wellhausen's  principle  of 
the  instinctive  naturfe,  and  universal  prevalence,  of  sacrifice ; 
and,  accepting  it,  we  urge  that  it  was  natural,  and  almost 
inevitable,  that  Moses  should  adopt  the  sphere  of  sacrifice,  as 
one  of  the  most  appropriate  possible,  for  his  teaching  and 
regulations;  and  we  urge,  further,  that  it  were  the  most 
fantastic  course  conceivable  to  cut  off  all  pre-Mosaic  genera- 
tions from  the  least  knowledge,  or  practice,  of  "sacrificial 
act"  (p.  54). 

III.  So  much  for  the  relation  of  this  Priestly  stand-point  to 
other  parte  of  Wellhausen's  own  theories.  We  shall  now  see  ite 
relation  to  Scripture.  And,  first,  we  make  this  general  and  un- 
challengeable criticism,  that  Wellhausen  cannot  quote  a  single 
express  affirmation^  from  any  of  the  three  codes^  in  support  of 
his  dogmatic  contentions  regarding  their  respective  sacrificial 
positions.  The  Prieste'  Code  does  not  contain  any  affirmation 
that  Moses  was  the  origiAator  of  sacrifice,  nor,  in  treating  of  the 
previous  ages,  does  it  affirm  them  to  have  been  unacquainted 
with  it.  The  Book  of  the  Covenant  and  Deuteronomy  make  no 
affirmation  that  Israel  and  the  rest  of  the  world  were  on  a 
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footing  of  precise  equality,  as  regards  the  development  of 
sacrificial  praxis;  nor  do  they  affirm  that  Moses  carefully 
abstained  from  making  any  authoritative  communications  on 
that  all-important  matter.  The  fundamental  elements  of  the 
new  discovery  are  thus  entirely  destitute  of  express  affirmations 
of  Scripture,  on  which  they  can  lean. 

IV.  Nay  more,  so  far  as  the  Priestly  standpoint,  in  particu- 
lar, is  concerned,  it  involves  an  inference,  and  an  implication, 
which  no  one  would  naturally  read  into  Leviticus,  apart  from 
his  having  a  pet  theory  to  support.  No  one  could  naturally 
infer,  from  Leviticus,  that  sacrifice  had  been  a  thing  unheard  of 
in  the  world  till  the  day,  which  its  first  verse  specifies,  when 
^  the  Lord  called  unto  Moses,  and  spake  unto  him  out  of  the 
tent  of  meeting,  saying."  ffad  it  been  a  new  thing,  what  could 
either  Moses,  or  the  people,  have  made  of  its  opening  sup- 
position **  If  his  oblation  be  a  burnt-offering "  (Lev.  1.  3)  ? 
They  would  have  required  to  be  tolS  what  a  burnt-offering 
meant,  and  with  what  view  it  behoved  them  to  present  it. 
The  whole  chapter  presupposes  a  certain  amount  of  previous 
and  familiar  knowledge,  on  the  part  of  all  concerned,  of  the 
content  and  purpose  of  a  burnt-offering  :  and  it  prescribes,  for 
the  theocratic  people,  a  definite  and  permanent  set  of  cere- 
monies, and  of  variations,  which  /were  henceforth  to  attend 
that  offering,  according  to  the  offerers'  ability.  The  same 
thing  occurs  in  the  second  chapter,  "  When  any  one  offereth 
an  oblation  of  a  meal-offering"  (Lev.  2.  1)  :  the  knowledge  of 
the  object  of  a  meal  offering  is  presupposed,  and  the  rest  of  the 
chapter  consists  of  fixed  rules  for  its  future  accompaniments 
and  variations.  So,  in  the  third  chapter,  "  If  his  oblation  be 
a  sacrifice  of  peace-offerings,"  what  is  the  special  object  of  a 
"peace  offering"  ?  and  on  what  occasions  should  it  be  pre- 
sented ?    The  chapter  supplies  no  answer  to  such  inquiries : 
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it  seems  intelligible  only  (or  at  least  best)  on  the  understand- 
ing that  peace-offerings  had  been  (in  substance)  immemorially 
presented,  and  that  they  are  now  being  taken  np,  and  moulded 
into  clear  and  unalterable  forms,  such  as  shall  suit  the  special 
calling,  and  destiny,  of  the  people.  The  legislation  assumed  a 
general  knowledge  on  the  part  of  its  readers  as  to  how  the 
burnt-offering  and  the  meal-offering  and  the  peace-offerings 
are  discriminated  from  each  other. 

"We  can  quote  an  emphatic  (if  unguarded)  acknowledgment  of 
this  from  "Wellhausen  himself  :  "  Nowhere  in  the  Old  Testament 
is  the  significance  [of  sacrificial  ritual]  formally  explained ; 
this  is  treated  as,  on  the  whole,  self-evident  and  familiar  to 
every  one"  (p.  61).  Observe  the  words  we  have  italicised, 
"  nowhere  in  the  Old  Testament."  It  might  not  have  seemed 
strange,  if  tJie  Jehouist  and  Deuteronomist  had  left  ritualistic 
distinctions  to  be  appreciated,  when  they  spoke  of  them,  with- 
out explanation  :  th&y  r^ard  sacrifices  as  coeval  with  creation, 
and  as  having  abounded  in  every  land :  they  might  therefore 
dispense  with  definitions,  and  discriminations,  as  superfluous, 
and  yet  feel  sure  of  being  understood.  But  can  we  reasonably 
credit  the  Priestist  with  a  similar  calculation,  if  Wellhausen's 
view  of  him  be  taken  ?  According  to  that  view,  when  he 
treats  of  sacrifice,  he  is  treating  of  what  had  been  altogether 
unheard  of  "prior  to  the  time  of  Moses":  did  it  not  behove 
him  anxiously  and  minutely  to  describe  those  altogether  un- 
familiar services,  which  he  was  prescribing  for  the  first  time  ? 
The  very  fact  that  the  three  opening  and  fundamental  chapters 
of  Leviticus  are  left  in  the  form  which  we  have  described,  the 
very  fact  that  they  do  not  define  the  three  kinds  of  offerings 
dealt  with,  nor  the  occasions  when  they  shall  be  brought, 
appears  to  imply  (to  borrow  Wellhausen's  phraseology)  that 
they  regarded  many  things,  connected  with  these  offerings,  as 
"  self-evident  and  familiar "  to  every  reader ;  and  it  appears, 
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therefore,  to  prove  his  view,  that  they  were  altogether  new 
inventions,  to  be  inadmissible. 

A  formal  delineation  of  sacrificial  significances  seems  indis- 
pensable on  the  pages  of  the  Priests'  Code,  if  it  is  to  be 
effectively  discriminated  from  antagonistic  portions  of  Scripture, 
which  treat  sacrifices  as  instinctive  and  primeval.  But  such 
discrimination,  our  author  admits,  is  "  nowhere  "  to  be  found ; 
and  he  thereby  acknowledges  what  covers  his  arrogant  pro- 
nouncement, regarding  the  Priests'  Code,  with  notable  discredit. 

V.  The  cogency  of  the  forgoing  consideration,  and  the 
weakness  of  Wellhausen's  discovery,  would  seem  to  be  further 
shown,  by  our  finding,  in  the  fourth  and^  fifth  chapters  of 
Leviticus,  a  procedure,  differing  somewhat  from  that  which  we 
have  found  in  the  first  three  chapters.  The  fourth  and  fifth 
chapters  deal  with  sin-offerings  and  trespass-offerings.  Now  it 
seems  probable  that  these  offerings,  as  distinct  classes,  were  not 
so  formally  (if  at  all)  recognised  before,  as  after,  the  days  of 
Moses.  Much  of  their  ^essence  was  probably  included  in 
sacrifice,  from  the  first ;  but  one  of  the  special  sacrificial 
adaptations  by  Moses  seems  to  have  been  to  bring  the  sin  and 
trespass-offerings  into  increased  prominence  and  separation,  as 
additional  to  the  burnt-offerings,  and  meal-offerings,  and 
peace-offerings,  that  had  been  mainly  observed  in  former  ages. 
Now  it  is  observable  that,  in  the  fourth  and  fifth  chapters,  a 
good  deal  of  discrimination  occurs  as  to  the  different  persons 
by  whom  these  offerings  are  to  be  brought,  and  as  to  the 
varying  causes,  which  shall  render  them  needful.  Different 
procedure  is  pre8cri))ed  according  as  it  is  the  high-priest,  or  the 
whole  assembly,  or  a  ruler,  or  one  of  the  common  people  that 
sins  "  in  any  of  the  things  which  the  Lord  hath  commanded  not 
to  be  done  "  (Lev.  4. 1-36).  And  a  four-fold  enumeration  in 
one  case  (5. 1-4),  and  a  five-fold  enumeration  in  another  case 
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(6. 1-3,  the  whole  section  is  from  4,  1  to  6.  7),  are  given  of 
varying  circomstances  which  may  overtake  a  man,  and  which 
may  render  snch  oflferings  as  these  essential.  May  not^_this 
indicate  that  what  is  comparatively  new  from  the  lips  of 
Moses^requires  minnter  handling  and  prescription  from  him, 
than  otEer  parts  of  his  ritnal  which  have  been  all  along,  in 
great  measure,  "self-evident  and  familiar  to  every  one  '^  (p.  61)? 
The  difference  of  treatment  is  undeniably  there,  and  the 
explanation,  we  have  offered  of  it,  seems  probable  :  and,  if  the 
explanation  be  accepted,  we  have  a  permeating  wisdom,  and 
consistency,  as  here  accompanying  Tradition,  which  are  in 
signal  contrast  with  the  naked  inconsequence,  and  crude  inven- 
tion, that  are  here  the  accompaniments  of  Imagination.  The  \ 
natural  inference,  from  an  unbiassed  reading  of  all,  Leviticus, ' 
is  that  sacrifice  had  long  existed  as  a  well-known  form  of 
worship,  and  that  several  specialities,  and  fixed  arrangements, 
are  now  being  associated  with  it,  to  suit  the  new  position  of  a 
peculiar  people.  We  firmly  assert  that  there  is  not  a  single 
verse  in  the  whole  book,  wlii3i  is  inconsistent  with  the 
antiquity  of  sacrifice.  ^ 

VI.  "We  thus  find  the  antiquity  of  sacrifice,  not  only  included 
in  other  parts  of  Wellhausen's  own  theories,  but,  apparently,  an 
inevitable  pre-supposition  throughout  the  Priestly  Code  itself. 
But  he  has  further  urged  that  this  antiquity  is  negatived  by 
the  Priestly  history  :  and  this  plea  we  shall  also  fully  consider. 
It  is  well  known  that  he  r^ards  himself  as  able  to  pick  out,  * 
with  unerring  precision,  those  chapters,  and  verses,  and  even 
fragments  of  verses,  in  Genesis  and  Exodus,  which  were 
originally  bound  up,  as  narrative,  along  with  the  Levitical 
Code.  It  is  equally  known  that  hardly  any  two  German  critics, 
though  pursuing  the  same  "  science,'*  and  affecting  the  same 
infallibility,  can  be  found  in  absolute  agreement  (while  many 
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are  in  marked  antagonism)  as  to  the  sif tings  of  the  narrative. 
A  '^  List  of  passages,  claimed  by  Wellhaosen  to  belong  to  the 
Priests'  Code,"  though  not  given  in  the  Prolegomena^  has  been 
culled,  from  his  writings,  by  other  critics,  and  forms  a  tolerably 
definite  quantity.  The  passages  (as  shown  in  a  foot-note*) 
embody  but  a  very  modest  proportion  of  the  contents  of 
Genesis,  and  of  the  first  twenty-four  chapters  of  Exodus ;  and 
it  is  on  a  review  of  these  that  he  bases  the  historical  argument, 
which  we  are  about  to  criticise.  After  extolling  the  catholicity 
of  the  other  codes,  in  joining  with  "  the  whole  world  "  to  make 
sacrifice  a  primeval  custom,  he  adds  : 

"  The  contrast  with  the  Priestly  Code  is  extremely  striking,  for  it 
is  well  known  that  the  latter  work  makes  mention  of  no  sacrificial 
act  prior  to  the  time  of  Moses,  neither  in  Grenesis  nor  in  Exodns, 
although  from  the  time  of  Noah  slaughtering  is  permitted.  The 
offering  of  a  sacrifice  of  sheep  and  oxen  as  the  occasion  of  the 
Exodns  is  omitted,  and  in  place  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  firstlings  we 
have  the  paschal  lamb,  which  is  slaughtered  and  eaten  without 
altar,  without  priest,  ajid  not  in  the  presence  of  Jehovah  "  (p.  54). 

This  is  a  fine  example  of  those  Citadels  of  Silence,  which  are 
so  profusely  planted  throughout  the  pages  of  the  Prolegomena, 
It  will  be  observed  that  no  positive  assertion  of  his  view  can  be 
quoted  ;  it  is  on  "  omission,"  and  on  "  no  mention,"  that  his 
conclusion  hangs :  and  it  is  out  of  a  multiplicity  of  similar 
silences  that  the  critical  strongholds  have  been  built  up.  What 
is  this  special  one  worth  ?  Let  us,  for  a  little,  "  walk  round 
about "  the  citadel,  and  "  tell  its  towers." 

*  Oen.  1.  1— 2.4ai  fi.1-88,  80-32 ;  6.  {^-22 ;  7.11—8.  5  (except  7.12. 16<;.  17, 22, 23 ; 
8.  25) ;  8. 13. 19 :  9. 1-17, 28, 29 ;  10. 1-7,  20,  22,  23, 31, 82  ;  11. 10-32  (except  29) ;  12. 
46,  8 ;  13. 6,  lift.  12  ;  16.  8, 15. 16 ;  17 ;  19.  29  ;  21.  26, 5 ;  23 ;  26.  7-17  (except  116),  19. 
20,26c;  26.34.85;  27.46-28.9;  29.24,286,29  (?) ;  81.18  (part);  35.9-16  (9 impure), 
22C-29 ;  86. 6-8, 40-43 ;  37. 1, 2  (part) ;  46.  6,  7, 8-27  (?) ;  47.  6-11  (except  66),  27, 28 ; 
48. 8-7  ;  49.  28  (?),  29-38 ;  50. 12, 18.  Exod.  1. 1, 6, 7  (part).  13, 14  (part) ;  2.  23  (part), 
24,  25 ;  6.  2—7.  13, 19. 20a,  21c,  22,  28 ;  8. 1-3, 116-15 ;  9.  8-12 ;  11.  9, 10  (part) ;  12. 1- 
21. 28,  37a,  40,  41, 43-51 ;  13. 1, 2,20 ;  14.1, 2, 4  (part),86.9  (part),  10,16  (part), 28  (?) ; 
16. 1-3, 9-18a,  166-1«»,  22-26, 31-84. 85a ;  17. 1  (part) ;  19.  1, 2a;  24. 156-18a ;  25. 1— 
81. 17, 18  (doubtful) ;  34.  29-32, 83-36  (?) ;  35-40. 
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(1)  We  shall  first  assail  the  citadel,  through  a  strong  and 
excellent  piece  of  ammunition,  which  our  author  himself 
supplies.  When  dealing  with  another  document,  and  with  the 
practices  of  another  period,  he  urges,  as  a  plea  for  our  com- 
parative ignorance  of  these  practices,  the  following: — ^* For  1 
reasons  easily  explained,  it  is  seldom  that  an  occasion  arises  to^ 
explain  the  ritual  *'  (p.  55).  One  shot  from  that  gun  lays  his 
citadel  in  ruin.  In  that  quotation,  our  author  has  slipped 
away  from  the  new  "science," and  is  writing,  for  the  moment, 
as  a  mere  sensible  orthodox  critic.  If  a  document  is  so 
constructed  as  not  to  afford  "  occasions  "  for  describing  certain 
practices,  we  cannot  appeal  to  its  silence,  as  proving  the  non* 
existence  of  these  practices.  That  is  all  that  is  required  to 
destroy  his  own  argument  (or  citadel)  with  which  we  are 
dealing.  In  his  "List  of  passages"  from  Genesis,  not  a 
solitary  "occasion  arises,"  where  a  description  of  sacrificial 
customs  (if  they  existed)  was  necessarily  called  for,  or  where 
its  absence  is,  in  the  least  degree,  striking.  If  there  had  been 
such  "  occasions,"  with  what  unrivalled  lucidity  would  our 
subtle  critic  have  enforced  them  I    He  does  not  name  even  one. 

(2)  This  will  be  the  better  appreciated,  if  we  just  call  up 
before  us  the  extremely  attenuated  dimensions,  to  which  he 
reduces  the  Priestly  Genesis,  (a)  Of  the  many  centuries, 
from  the  Creation  to  Abraham,  all  that  he  leaves  (apart  from 
several  verses  on  the  Flood)  is  a  few  lists  of  names,  "the 
generations  of  the  heavens,"  "the  generations  of  Adam," 
"the  generations  of  Noah,"  "the  generations  of  the  sons  of 
Noah,"  "  the  generations  of  Shem."  Will  it  be  pretended  that, 
in  these  dry  catalogues,  any  mention  of  sacrifice  was  likely  ? 
(b)  Then,  from  Abraham  to  the  death  of  Joseph,  what  have 
we  ?  The  only  continuous  narratives  left  of  Abraham  are  the 
circumcision  of  Ishmael,  and  the  buying  of  the  cave  of 
Hachpelah :  the  rest  of  his  history  is  fitted  into  about  a 
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dozen  verseB.  (c)  All  that  is  left  of  Isaae  is  his  oommand  to 
Jacob  to  go  to  Laban.  (d)  All  that  is  told  of  Jacob  (apart 
from  genealogical  lists)  is  told  in  less  than  80  veroes.  (0)  Let 
I  these  cireumscriptions  be  pondared  for  an  instant,  drcmn- 
\  Bcriptions  whidi  tnm  Genesis  into  the  merest  skeleton  of  a 
skeleton,  and  th^  say  if  the  absence  of  sacrificial  references, 
from  such  a  narrative,  can  be  pointed  to  as  a  ^^  well-known  " 
proof  that  sacrifice  was  non-existent  Had  there  been  a 
denial  of  sacrifice,  or  had  there  been  pointed  descriptions  of 
^worship,  with  no  mention  of  sacrifice,  it  would  have  been 
different ;  bat  nothing  approaching  either  of  these  situations 
om  be  pretended.  (/)  Nay,  the  only  ref eraice  to  their 
worship,  irtiich  is  left  (if  indeed  it  be  left  ?)  in  the  whole 
lives  of  the  tfana  patriarchs,  is  the  following  :  ^  Jacob  set  up 
a  pillar  in  the  place  whore  He  spake  with  him,  a  pillar  of 
stone :  and  he  poured  out  a  drink-cffering  thereon,  and  poured 
oil  thereon  ^*  (Gkn.  35. 14).  Does  this  kiok  m  though  sacrifice 
were  unknown  ?  [As  a  curiosity  of  ^^  sci^ce,**  we  may  mwitifln 
that,  while  "  Gen.  85.  9-15  (9  impure)  "  figures  in  the  **LiBt 
of  Passages  claimed  hy  Wellhausm  to  belong  to  the  Priests^ 
Code,"  another  adept  in  the  same  "science"  gives  " Gen.  35. 
9-18, 15"  as  what  he  graciously  decrees  to  be  Priestly.  If 
this  means  that  verse  14  is  thrust  out,  merely  became  qf  a 
possible  sacr^icial  reference^  it  is  an  excellent  sample  of  the 
circles^  through  the  describing  of  which  the  "scientific" 
separation  of  the  documents  is  often  reached.  The  previous 
argument  of  the  paragraph  is  quite  cogent,  without  leaning  on 
this  verse  at  all.] 

(8)  It  is  well-known  that,  in  those  parts  of  Genesis  which 
Wellhausen  excides  from  the  Priests'  Code,  there  are  several 
references  to  sacrifice,  by  Cain  and  Abel,  by  Noah,  by  the 
patriarchs,  {a)  Now,  if  Wellhausen's  critical  instinct  be 
wrong  as  to  even  one  of  these  references,  and  if  it  was  not 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


ATTITUDE  OF  PRIESTLY  CODE.  119 

originally  severed  from  the  Priestly  skeleton,  his  theory  is 
disproTed  :  this  shows  how  largely  self-confidence  has  to  figure 
in  upholding  his  theory.  (Jb)  Further,  he  of  course  postulates 
a  redactor,  who  pieced  the  Priestly  skdeton,  and  the  rest  of  the 
chapters  of  Genesis,  into  a  common  narrative.  How  does  he 
know  that  this  redactor  has  not  elided  some  sacrificial  references 
from  the  skeleton  ?  The  avoidance  of  "  vain  repetitions  *'  might 
lead  him,  in  one  ot  two  cases,  to  omit  such  references  from  the 
one  document,  when  the  other  document  clearly,  and  at  once, 
supplied  them :  and  even  one  such  omission  would  again  be 
fatal  to  the  theory.  It  seems  dear  that  the  redactor  (assuming 
bis  existence  and  work)  has  made  omissions  of  other  matters  : 
the  Priestly  skeleton  will  not  read,  in  some  places,  as  a  con- 
nected narrative,  without  supplying  matter  from  the  other 
document,  which  the  Priestly  one  therefore  might  also  have 
originally  contained :  what  possible  certitude  can  Wellhausen 
have  that  there  was  not  even  <me  sudi  sacrificial  elision  ?  His 
certitude  is  either  "  sublime  " — or  "  one  step  "  lower. 

(4)  His  language  suggests  another  very  appropriate  test,  by 
which  to  try  his  theory*  The  Priestly  Genesis  says  nothing  of 
sacrifice,  ^^  although,'*  he  adds,  apparently  thinking  here  is  a 
strong  point,  '^  although  from  the  time  of  Noah  slaughtering  is 
permitted."  The  command  to  Noah,  "  every  living  thing  that 
moveth  shall  be  food  for  you,"  is  assigned  by  Wellhausoi  to 
the  Priestly  skeleton :  can  it  be  conceived,  he  urges,  that 
sacrifice  prevailed  through  ages  when  '^  slao^itering  is  per- 
mitted," without  the  sacrifices  being  noticed  ?  (a)  If  we  were 
to  say  that  there  is  '^  no  mention  "of  ^  slaughtering,"  that,  for 
aught  that  appears,  Noah  was  to  partake  of  ^  the  living  thing 
that  moveth,"  only  when  it  had  succumbed,  without  disease,  to 
death,  we  would  be  saying  what  is  literally  true  and  nonsensi- 
cal, but  we  would  not  be  exceeding  the  absurd  hypercriticism 
of  other  texts,  which  could  be  shown  on  Wellhausen's  own 
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pages  I  (fi)  But  we  have  another  oomment  than  the  above. 
What  will  the  reader  think  when  we  say  that  we  have  just 
looked  carefully  over  every  verse  of  (Genesis,  which  is  allowed 
to  the  Priests'  Code,  and  we  have  not  found  recorded  a  solitary 
instance  of  '^slaughtering/'  or  of  the  participation  of  animal 
food,  from  Noah  to  the  death  of  Joseph,  any  more  than  from 
the  Creation  to  Noah  ?  Will  it  be  said  that  the  gift  of  the 
*^  living  thing "  for  "  food  "  is  a  stupid  interpolation,  seeing 
that  such  a  gift  is  impossible,  without  its  existence  being 
illustrated,  in  the  subsequent  sustenance  of  the  patriarchal 
ages  ?  Or,  if  that  is  too  verging  on  the  comic,  and  if  we  are 
to  believe  that  the  gift  was  real,  and  that  not  a  day  was  pass- 
ing, from  ihe  Flood  to  the  close  of  Genesis,  on  which  an 
unrecorded  participation  of  animal  food  was  not  occurring,  with 
what  consistency  can  we  maintain  that  sacrifices  also  may  not 
have  been  occurring,  not  on  every  day,  but  at  least  on  certain 
solemn  occasions,  though,  in  the  superlatively  slender  chronicle 
of  these  ages,  a  sacrificial  reference  does  not  happen  to  occur  ? 
(c)  We  cannot  forbear  adding  that,  when  we  pass  out  of 
Genesis  into  the  Priestly  part  of  Exodus,  the  only  "  slaughter- 
ing "  that  meets  us,  prior  to  the  giving  of  the  Law  from  Sinai, 
is  the  killing  of  the  Lord's  passover  in  Goshen  :  "  Your  lamb 
shall  be  without  blemish.  <  .  and  the  whole  assembly  of  the 
congregation  of  Israel  shall  kill  it  at  even"  (Exod.  12.  6). 
What  is  this  but  a  "  sacrificial  act " — an  act  which  is  straight- 
way commanded  to  be  renewed  at  "  a  feast  by  an  ordinance  for 
ever  "  ?  To  prove  that  this  killing  was  not  sacrificial  will  be 
no  easier  than  to  prove  that  black  is  white.  After  all,  then,  the 
magniloquent  support  which  our  author  affects  to  accept  from 
the  fact  "although  from  the  time  of  Noah  slaughtering  is 
permitted,"  comes  to  this,  that  the  first  and  only  "  slaughtering," 
which  the  Priests'  Code  chronicles,  from  the  Flood  till  Israel 
were  surrounding  Sinai,  is  the  sacrificial  act  of  killing  the 
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Lord^s  passover  I  And,  on  these  premifiBes,  we  are  asked  to 
believe  that,  while  slaughtering  was  continual,  sacrifice  was 
non-existent. 

(5)  We  may  add  that  other  curious  results  will  follow  if 
our  author's  historical  method  is  to  prevail,  (a)  Does  he.' 
believe  that  all  the  ages,  from  the  Creation  to  the  Smaitic 
Law,  were  prayerless  ages  ?  He  ought  to  believe  this  ;  for  we 
have  read  over  his  Priestly  skeleton,  and  there  is  not  a  solitary 
reference  to  private  or  united  prayer,  on  the  part  of  (Jod*s 
people,  throughout  the  whole  period  I  "We  instance  prayer 
with  the  more  readiness,  because  our  author  is  fond  of  putting 
it  on  an  identical  platform  with  sacrifice.  ''Moses  left  the 
procedure  in  sacrifice,  as  Tie  left  the  procedure  in  prayer^  to  be 
regulated  by  the  traditional  praxis  "  (p.  54).  "  Offerings  and  ■ 
gifts  are  the  natural  and,  like  prayer^  universally  current 
expressions  of  religious  homage  "  (p.  56).  Prayer  and  sacrifice 
are  thus  joined  on  an  equal  platform  of  instinctiveness  and 
universality.  If,  therefore,  the  silence  as  to  sacrifice  proves  j 
that  all  the  saints  of  Oenesis  were  non-sacrificing  saints,  then 
the  silence  as  to  prayer  proves  that  all  the  saints  of  Genesis 
were  prayerless  saints.  (Jb)  What  better  must  Sabbath-keeping 
fare  at  our  author's  hands  ?  On  the  fore-front  of  the  Priestly 
skeleton,  in  Oen.  2.  8,  we  read  ''  God  blessed  the  seventh  day 
and  sanctified  it "  :  but  must  not  that  be  an  interpolation  ? 
There  is  not  a  solitary  chronicle  of  Sabbath-keeping,  to  justify 
it,  throughout  the  whole  of  Genesis  I  {e)  Were  there  ever  any 
gatherings  for  united  worship  iii  pre-Sinaitic  days  ?  "  It  is  well 
known  that  the  Priestly  Code  makes  mention  of  none."  {d) 
Were  there  judicatories  of  any  kind?  "It  is  well  known 
that  the  Priestly  Code  makes  mention  of  none."  And  so 
on,  ad  libitum. 

(6)  His  only  other  proof  that  his  Priestly  skeleton  disbelieves 
in  pre-Mosaic  sacrifice  is  from  its  handling  of  the  Exodus.   For 
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(me  thing,  it  does  not  make  Moses  ask  emancipation  in  order  to 
saerifioe,— ^^  the  offering  of  a  sacrifice  as  the  occasion  of  the 
Exodus  is  omitted.''  (a)  But  what  if  the  redactor  elided  it 
(as  he  demonstrably  elided  mnch)  in  view  of  its  plentiful 
acknowledgment  in  the  companion  document  which  he  was 
piecing  in  with  the  Priestly  ?  (b)  Or,  shall  we  say  that  its 
mention  in  the  companion  document  is  a  gross  imposition, 
seeing  there  is  no  mention  of  the  performance  of  said  sacrifice 
after  the  Exodus  is  realised?  (e)  And  does  the  Priestist 
regard  Moses's  derotion  to  sacrifice,  as  springing  up  within 
him  as  suddenly  as  Saul's  ccmversion  on  the  road  to  Damascim? 
Before  Phuraoh,  he  will  not  breathe  met  a  subject  as  sacrifice : 
yet,  only  a  few  weeks  afterwards,  he  is  so  possessed  <rf  it^  as 
to  make  it  the  very  essence  of  his  theocracy  I 

Then,  further,  '*  in  place  of  the  sacrifice  of  the  firstlings  we 
have  the  paschal  lamb,  which  is  slaughtered  and  eaten  without 
altar,  without  priest,  and  not  in  the  presence  of  Jehovah.** 

(a)  Why,  it  is  the  Priests'  Code  to  which  he  siBBigpA,  **  Sanctify 
to  me  all  the  first-bom,  both  of  man  and  beast**  1  (Exod.  13. 2.) 

(b)  It  is  the  Priests'  Code,  which  he  credits  with  such  sacri- 
ficial fixtures  as  the  lamb  being  without  blemish,  the  careful 
ffrmklhig  of  its  blood,  its  being  all  eaten  that  night,  the 
necessity  of  circumcision  in  all  who  partake,  the  confinement  to 
unleavened  bread,  the  future  prolongation  of  the  ceremony  in 
"  a  feast  by  an  ordinance  for  ever  " :  how  could  a  sacrifice  be 
more  characteristically  indicated?  (c)  And  if  there  was 
neither  priest  nor  central  sanctuary  in  (Goshen,  are  we  to 
forget  that  necessity  has  no  law,  and  that  Cain  and  Abel 
and  Noah  and  Job  may  be  said  to  sacrifice,  without  the  men- 
tion of  any  priest  to  officiate  for  them,  or  of  any  tabernacle 
before  which  their  altar  might  blaze  ?  And  what  of  the 
Jehovist  ?  When  ?is  asks  Pharaoh  to  let  the  people  abroad 
for  sacrifice,  is  he  any  surer  of  "altar,"  and  "priest,"  and 
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^^  presence  of  Jehovah,"  in  the  wildemees,  than  in  the  land 
of  Goshen  ? 

So  much  for  the  attenuated  history,  alleged  to  be  incorpo- 
rated in  the  Priests'  Code,  as  involving  a  denial  of  sacrifice. 
There  is  not  a  solitary  occasion  specified,  on  which  its  sacrificial 
silence  can,  in  the  least,  be  described  as  singalar:  other 
practices,  which  undonbtedly  prevailed,  get  equally  scant 
notice :  and  the  minute  pre-ordination  of  the  pasdial  festival  ^ 
puts  the  knowledge,  and  practice,  ot  sacrifice  beyond  dispute. . 
We  began  by  looking  towards  the  Citadel's  ^doud-oapped 
towers  "  :  but,  evm  while  we  look,  have  they  not  "  faded,  like 
an  unsubstantial  pageant "  ? 

YII.  We  have  now  glanced,  as  proposed,  at  the  so-called 
Priests'  Code  itself,  and  aliBo  at  the  historical  skeleton,  which 
alone  is  allied  to  have  been  incorporated  with  it,  and  we  have 
found  that  neither  supplies  a  scintilla  of  evidence  that  the 
existence  of  sacrifice  ^^  prior  to  the  time  of  Moses  "  is  denied  : 
they  seem  both  to  point  clearly  to  the  opposite  conclusion. 
There  is  '^not  a  trace"  of  hint  that  pre-Mosaic  ages  were< 
ipmstmxb  <tf  sacrifice,  any  more  than  they  were  ignorant  of 
sabbaths  or  of  pnyea.  We  fasve  still  to  fulfil  our  intention  of  - 
noticing  a  few  subsidiary  positioEB,  in  the  ftaaga^bm  mmkr 
review,  that  have  not  y^  been  touched  on. 

(1)  He  urges  the  exclusiveness,  with  which  his  so-called 
Code  devotes  itself  to  sacrifice,  as  indicating  that  it  is  a 
"  book "  by  itself,  and  as  determining  "  the  character  of  the 
book  "  :  this  exclusiveness  authorises  us  to  cut  it  out  from  the 
^'  books  "  which  precede  and  follow  it.    His  words  are  : 

"  The  Priestly  Code  alone  occupies  itself  much  with  the  subject ; 
it  gives  a  minute  clasBification  of  the  various  kinds  of  offerings, 
and  a  description  of  the  procedTire  to  be  followed  in  the  case  of 
each."  "This  point  accordingly  presents  ns  with  an  important 
feature  by  which  the  character  of  the  hook  can  be  determined.*' 
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The  oonolosion,  here  suggested,  doee  not  follow  in  the  least : 
the  facts,  to  which  he  points,  are  most  eminently  reconcileable 
with  the  traditional  view  of  the  Pentateach.  If  a  writer  prac- 
tically thrashes  oat  a  particular  subject,  at  one  portion  of  his 
^^  book,"  that  is  surely  the  best  of  reasons  for  his  passing  lightly 
over  that  subject,  in  other  portions  of  the  same  ^^  book.*'  If  a 
writer,  for  example,  in  the  course  of  his  history,  wishes  to  give 
a  definite  and  standing  statement  of  the  musical  habits  and 
arrangements  of  a  people,  and  if  he  devotes  several  pages  to 
such  a  statement,  are  we  to  insist  on  disentangling  such  a 
Musical  Code,  as  a  separate  and  independent  document,  from 
the  rest  of  the  volume,  merely  because  his  other  musical 
references  are  scattered  here  and  there,  in  more  casual  and 
unsystematic  form  ?  Or,  if  he  feels  it  expedient,  at  some  stage 
of  his  history,  to  give  a  complete  synopsis  of  all  a  nation's 
appliances  and  regulations  for  education,  of  its  primary  and 
secondary  schools,  of  how  its  classes  are  composed,  and  its 
inspections  conducted,  and  its  rewards  assigned,  are  we  to 
disentangle  such  an  Educational  Code,  and  assign  it  to  a 
different  author,  merely  because  "  it  alone  occupies  itself  much 
with  the  subject,"  and  because  the  other  educational  references 
of  the  volume  are  disjointed,  and  fragmentary,  in  comparison  ? 
If  that  be  precisely  the  innocent  course  which  the  greatly 
derided  author  of  the  Pentateuch  has  followed,  if ,  at  a  memor- 
able and  most  appropriate  era  of  the  national  history,  he  pauses 
to  give  a  minute  and  comprehensive  outline  of  sacrificial 
appointments,  ^^  a  minute  classification  of  the  various  kinds  of 
offerings,  and  a  description  of  the  procedure  to  be  followed  in 
the  case  of  each,"  are  we  to  pounce  on  such  a  Sacrificial  Code, 
and  seek  to  imprint  brands  of  suspicion  on  it,  merely  because 
the  other  sacrificial  references  of  the  record  are  less  intelligible, 
and  less  complete,  in  form  ?  It  is  quite  conceivable  that  the 
Code  and  the  record  might  have  had  irreconcileable  contradio- 
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tions,  which  would  end  all  idea  of  their  common  authorship  : 
we  are  merely  noting  now  that  the  bare  fact  of  sacrifice  re- 
ceiving a  specially  complete  and  systematic  treatment  in  Leviti- 
cus, does  not  raise  a  presumption,  to  the  very  slightest  extent, 
against  its  being  from  the  same  pen  as  the  rest  of  the  record. 

(2)  We  think  Wellhausen  exaggerates  a  little  also  in  making 
the  contents  of  the  Priests*  Code  to  be  exclusively  sacrificial. 
He  is  right  when  (in  the  paragraphs  which  we  are  reviewing) 
he  says  that  sacrifice  is  "  a  very  essential  element "  in  it,  but  he 
exaggerates  somewhat  when  he  further  says  "  the  theocracy  is 
nothing  more  than  the  institution  for  the  purpose  of  carrying 
on  the  cultus  after  the  manner  ordained  by  God."  "The 
theocracy"  does  provide  for  the  "carrying  on"  sacrificial 
worship,  but  it  is  a  mistake  to  say  that  it  does  "  nothing  more." 
It  contains  dietary  regulations  of  an  elaborate  kind,  "  differ- 
ences between  the  unclean  and  the  clean,  and  between  the 
living  thing  that  may  be  eaten  and  the  living  thing  that  may 
not  be  eaten":  It  contains  marriage  prohibitions  of  a  minute 
and  stringent  kind :  It  lays  down  quasi-medical,  or  sanitary, 
rules :  It  contains  laws  against  wizards  and  blasphemers :  It 
has  laws  inculcating  social  kindness  and  benevolence :  It  has 
far-reaching  civil  enactments,  regarding  the  produce  of  the  soil 
each  seventh  year,  and  regarding  social  and  proprietary  changes 
in  the  years  of  jubilee.  The  "  theocracy  "  does  regulate  sacri- 
fice, but  it  regulates  a  vast  deal  more.  Truth  never  gains  by 
exaggeration. 

(3)  He  also  makes  a  very  hasty  and  illogical  statement 
regarding  his  Priests'  Code  when  he  says  that "  so  definite  a 
sacrificial  ritual,  treated  in  the  Priestly  Code  as  the  only 
possible  one  in  Israel,  is  one  which  can  have  arisen  only  as  a 
consequence  of  the  centralisation  of  the  cultus  at  Jerusalem " 
(p.  54).  This  dictum  does  not  rest  on  quoted  authority,  we 
are  thrown  back  on  our  inner  consciousness,  or  sense  of  fitness. 
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to  justify  it :  and,  being  thus  thrown  back,  we  feel  that  it  can 
command  from  us  no  acquiescence  whatever.  It  is  a  trans- 
parent b^ging  of  the  question — and  a  b^ging  of  all  pro- 
J  priety.  What  is  to  hinder  a  "  definite  ritual "  being  t?ie  eaM$j 
as  easily  as  being  ^Hhe  consequence,*^  of  centralisation  of 
worship?  What  is  to  hinder  a  "definite  ritual,"  entailing 
centralisation,  being  proposed  by  a  reformer,  and  then  one 
stubborn  generation  to  succeed  another  in  throwing  contempt 
on  his  requirements,  tUl  at  last,  in  a  wiser  age,  his  merit  is 
recognised,  and  his  ritual,  and  its  required  centralisation,  are 
simultaneously  established?  We  are  saying  nothing  now  of 
the  actual  course  of  history,  we  are  dealing  merely  with  con- 
ceivability.  And  what  Wellhausen  (merely  to  suit  lus  theory) 
declares  to  be  impossible,  we  think  every  man,  gifted  with 
calm  reflection,  will  declare  to  be  possible,  in  the  most  eminent 
d^ree.  If  it  were  worth  pursuing  the  shadow  further,  we 
might  ask  why  centralisation  at  Shiloh,  or  centralisation  at  the 
tabernacle  in  the  wilderness,  might  not,  equally  with  centralisa- 
tion at  Jerusalem,  be  either  the  cause,  or  the  consequence,  of  a 
^  definite  ritual."  The  imperfect  realisation  of  the  aim  is  no 
disproof  of  the  aim  having  been  cherished. 

(4)  The  assertion  is  unreservedly  made  that,  while  the  Book 
of  the  Covenant  is  indifferent  to  ritual,  and  concerns  itself 
only  with  what  he  calls  the  "  to  whom,"  the  Priests'  Code,  on 
the  other  hand,  almost  gives  the  "  to  whom "  the  go  by,  and 
lavishes  all  its  attention  on  the  ritualistic  routine.  ^^An 
altogether  disproportionate  emphasis  is  accordingly  laid  upon 
the  technique  of  sacrifice."  "  One  could  almost  suppose  that 
even  if  it  were  offered  to  another  god  it  would  by  means  of  the 
legitimate  rite  alone  be  at  once  made  essentially  Jehovistic." 
Such  representations  are  quite  unwarranted,  (a)  The  taber- 
nacle and  altar  were  standing  reminders  of  the  One  and  Only 
Object  of  worship,  to  whom  every  sacrifice  must  be  offered. 
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(b)  And  the  bare  thought  of  turning  "to  another  god"  is 
execrated,  and  is  punishable  with  death.  "  Turn  je  not  unto 
idols,  nor  make  to  yourselves  molten  gods :  I  am  the  Lord 
your  God"  (Lev.  19.  4).  Moloch  is  "another  god,"  and 
whosoever  gives  his  seed  to  him  "  that  soul  shall  be  cut  off  from 
among  his  people"  (Lev.  20. 1-6).  (c)  Nay  there  had  been 
such  a  thing  as  sacrifices  "offered  to  another  god,"  but, 
instead  of  being  made  "essentially  Jehovistic"  by  mere 
strictness  of  routine,  they  are  unsparingly  condemned  :  "  And 
they  shall  no  more  sacrifice  their  sacrifices  unto  the  he-goats 
after  whom  they  go  a  whoring.  This  shall  be  a  statute  for 
ever  unto  them  throughout  their  generations  "  (Lev.  17.  7). 
There  could  not  be  a  more  unsupported  assertion  than  that 
the  Priests'  Code  throws  the  selection  of  the  Object  of  worship 
into  the  slightest  comparative  indifference. 

(5)  It  is  well  to  remember  that,  while  Wellhausen  meets 
Leviticus  in  Scripture,  and  ascribes  a  certain  sacrificial  view  to 
it,  he  has  no  hesitation  in  repudiating  that  view  as  contrary 
to  likelihood,  contrary  to  history,  and  contrary  to  the  rest  of 
Scripture.    He  makes  this  unmistakable  in  these  words : 

"The  belief  that  the  cultos  goes  back  to  pre-Mosaic  usage  is 
wnquestionahly  more  natwroL  than  the  belief  that  it  is  the  main 
element  of  the  Sinaitic  legislation;  the  thought  would  he  a  strange 
one  that  God  should  suddenly  have  revealed,  or  Moses  discovered 
and  introduced,  the  proper  sacrificial  ritual." 

This  sentence  will  repay  a  little  notice.  So  far  as  the 
second  half  of  it  might  seem  to  embody  our  author's  own  view 
of  the  Priests'  Code,  it  would  be  an  inconsistent  statement  of 
that  view  :  his  full  view,  as  elsewhere  implied,  is  not  that  the 
Priests'  Code  introduces  "  the  proper  sacrificial  ritual,"  as  dis- 
tinguished from  a  previously  existing  "  improper,"  but  that  the 
Priests'  Code  introduces  sacrifice  as  a  custom  that  had  no 
previous  existence  at  all :  and  he  dismisses  such  doctrine  as 
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"unnatural."  If,  again,  we  r^ard  that  second  half  of  the 
sentence,  as  approximating  towards  a  statement  of  the  true 
Biblical  view  of  sacrifice,  our  only  fault  is  with  its  opening 
words — "the  thought  would  be  a  strange  one."  "We  see 
nothing  "  strange  "  about  it,  but  everything  that  is  reasonable 
and  likely.  No  one  finds  fault  with  the  Decal(^e,  as  a 
comprehensive  promulgation  of  moral  requirements,  delivered 
at  what  was  deemed  a  suitable  stage  in  the  history  of  the 
Church  and  of  the  world  :  its  requirements  had  been  always 
binding,  and  there  had  been  many  previous  partial  references 
to  them :  yet  "  the  thought  is  not  a  strange  one  that  Ood 
should  now  have  proclaimed,  and  Moses  received  and  enforced, 
the  proper  moral  summary."  In  like  manner,  "  the  thought  is 
not  a  strange  one,  that  Ood  should  now  have  selected^  and 
Moses  received  and  introduced,  the  approven  IsraeUtish  ritual." 
On  Wellhausen's  view  that  all  the  previous  ages  had  been  sacri- 
ficing ages,  there  was  little  short  of  a  need-be  that  Ood  should 
accompany  His  choice  of  Israel  with  clear  indications  of  His 
will  r^arding  sacrifice.  So  far  is  "  the  thought "  from  being 
"  a  strange  one." 

(6)  We  add  only  one  other  remark.  If  his  Citadel  of 
Silence  had  not  already  vanished,  we  have  another  weapon  of 
his  own,  which  would  have  quite  sufficed  to  dispose  of  it. 
When  he  is  describing  what  he  regards  as  the  sacrificial  praxis 
under  the  Judges,  he  makes  the  singular  admission  :  "  It  is 
possible  that  instances  may  have  also  occurred  where  the  rule 
of  the  Pentateuch  is  followed  "  (p.  55),  i .«.,  it  is  possible  that 
sacrifices  may  often  have  been  offered,  in  accordance  with  the 
Priestly  Code,  in  the  days  of  the  Judges,  though  we  happen  to 
have  no  record  of  the  fact  in  the  historical  Books  I  What  is 
this  but  to  "plough"  with  the  common-sense  "heifer,"  to 
which  he  is  often  so  unwilling  to  be  yoked,  that  mere  silence 
does  not  prove  non-existence  ?    And  is  not  the  principle  (and 
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we  speak  of  the  principle  only)  of  this  admission  as  applicable 
to  pre-Mosaic,  as  to  post-Mosaic,  time  ?  '^  It  is  possible  that 
instances  were  every  Sabbath  occurring,  in  which  prayer  and 
sacrifice  were  offered,"  although,  in  the  incredibly  meagre 
skeleton,  to  which  Wellhausen  would  confine  the  history,  no 
^^  occasion  arose  to  desoiibe  "  them* 

To  the  question  at  the  head  of  this  chapter — '^  Does  the 
Priestly  Code  deny  pre-Mosaic  sacrifice  ?  " — ^we  now  confidently 
leave  it  with  every  reader  to  return  a  most  emphatic  n^ative. 
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CHAPTEE  IV. 

DO  THE  JEHOYIST  AND  THE  HISTORIANS  REPUDIATE 
DIYINS  REGULATION  OF  SACRIFICE? 

WE  have  now  examined  the  Priests'  Code,  in  itself,  and 
in  its  incorporated  history,  and  in  our  author's 
subsidiary  references  to  it,  and  we  have  searched  in  vain  for 
any  substantiation  of  the  strange  doctrine  that  it  involves  a 
total  denial  of  pre-Mosaic  sacrifice — a  denial,  which  is  allied 
to  place  it  in  "extremely  striking  contrast"  to  the  other 
codes.  A  theory,  which  thus  halts  on  one  leg,  may  possibly 
be  found  equally  un-serviceable  on  the  other  leg;  and  that 
this  is  so,  we  think  can  be  easily  shown.  We  shall  now  examine 
the  contents  of  his  theory,  so  far  as  it  asserts  the  relation  of 
the  Book  of  the  Covenant  and  of  Deuteronomy  to  sacrifice, 
and  so  far  as  it  asserts  that  relation  to  be  illustrated  in  their 
accompanying  history. 

He  leaves  us,  as  usual,  in  no  dubiety  as  to  the  position  he 
assumes.  That  position  is  that  Moses  did  not  interfere,  to  the 
slightest  extent,  in  the  regulation  of  sacrifice:  the  Priests' 
Code  attributes  everything  to  him,  the  other  codes  attribute 
nothing  to  him.  Israel,  and  the  rest  of  the  world,  were  left  to 
follow  their  natural  instincts,  in  regard  to  sacrifice ;  and  an 
Israelite,  under  the  Judges  and  the  Kings,  had  not  a  single 
divine  sacrificial  direction  to  guide  him,  and  to  distinguish 
him,  as  compared  with  an  idolater  in  the  most  benighted  lands 
of  heathendom.  The  only  difference  was  that  the  Israelite 
said  his  sacrifices  were  to  Jehovah,  the  idolater  said  his  were  to 
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Moloch  QfT  CSiemosh,  or  to  beasts  or  stars.  ^^  Sacrifice  is 
sacrifice  :  when  offered  to  Baal,  it  is  heathenish  ;  when  offered 
to  Jehovah  it  is  Israelite  "  (p.  53).  The  Israelite  was  quite 
nn-restricted  as  to  the  materials  of  his  sacrifice ;  bring  anything 
he  fancied  of  what  he  owned,  and  he  need  fear  no  divine 
displeasnre  with  it,  as  onsoitable.  ^^With  respect  to  the 
matter  of  it,  the  idea  of  a  sacrifice  is  in  itself  indifferent,  if  the 
thing  offered  only  have  value  of  some  sort,  and  is  the  property 
of  the  offerer**  (p.  61).  No  importance  attaches  to  the 
method  of  offering ;  the  people  are  free  to  follow  whatever 
method  is  right  in  their  own  eyes,  and  God  has  never  stooped 
to  prescribe  any  one  sacrificial  ceremony,  as  preferable  to  any 
other.  '^  Israelite  sacrifice  is  distinguished  not  by  the  manner 
in  which,  but  by  the  being  to  whom,  it  is  offered''  ({>.  54). 
'^  It  is  no  new  matter,  but  a  thing  well  known,  that  sacrifices 
are  not  what  the  Law  of  the  Lord  contains"  (p.  58).  There 
is  no  divine  method,  and  all  human  methods  are  equally 
acceptable.  The  people  have  not  yet  reached  the  stage  of 
laying  '*an  altogether  disproportionate  emphasis  upon  the 
whm^  the  toherej  and  the  by  whom^  and  also  in  a  very  special 
manner  upon  the  how  "  (p.  52) :  it  is  only  the  "  to  whom  " 
they  have  to  be  careful  about :  places,  and  methods,  ani 
seasons,  and  persons,  are  aU  un-legislated  on.  No  one  dreams 
that  Moses  ever  meddled  with  the  regulation,  or  with  the 
institution,  of  sacrifice ;  a  Mosaic  origin  of  it  is  never  hinted 
at,  either  in  codes,  or  in  history  ;  Moses  found  that  sacrifices 
had  prevailed  since  the  Creation,  but  he  neither  selected,  nor 
purified,  nor  legislated,  to  any  extent,  in  the  matter.  Such  is 
the  doctrine  which  the  Deuterono^Iist  is  alleged  to  join  with 
the  Jehovist  in  holding :  "  With  regard  to  sacrifice,  Deute- 
ronomy still  occupies  the  same  stand-point  as  JE"  (p.  54  note). 
This  may  seem  odd  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  Deuteronomist 
is  claimed  to  have  originated  centralisation,  and  that  all  the 
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lievitical  laws  are  declared  to  be  "  the  matured  result "  (p.  76) 
of  Josiah's  centralisation  ;  but  we  hold  no  brief  for  the  recon- 
cilement of  diflferent  parts  of  Wellhausen's  evolution.  We 
point,  meantime,  to  the  fact  that  the  two  codes  are  alleged 
to  agree  (however  strangely)  in  the  repudiation  of  divine 
interposition,  through  Moses^  or  through  any  other  medium,  in 
the  r^ulation  of  sacrifice,  and  to  the  accompanying  fact  that 
"  the  historical  documents  dating  from  the  pre-Exilic  time  " 
(p.  55)  are  declared  to  justify,  and  to  re-echo,  that  repudiation. 
And  we  ask,  Is  there  evidence  in  support  of  these  alleged 
facts? 

We  have  already,  so  far,  given  these  alleged  facts  in  his  own 
quoted  phraseology ;  and,  in  our  critical  sections  which  now 
follow,  we  shall  add  other  similar  exact  quotations  from  him, 
which  will  exhaust  all  that  he  has  urged  as  to  the  views  of  the 
Jehovist,  and  of  the  pre-Exilic  historians  t  our  readers  will  thus 
have  Wellhausen's  positions,  and  our  contraventions  of  them, 
side  by  side.  We  shall  also  arrange  the  contents  of  this 
chapter  quite  similarly  to  our  arrangement  of  the  last. 
(A)  We  shall  first  compare  his  theory  with  the  Codes :  (B)  We 
shall  then  compare  it  generally  with  the  History :  (C)  And  we 
shall  then  notice  some  specialities  of  historical  criticism,  which 
his  pages  present. 

(A) 
We  enter,  first,  on  a  comparison  of  his  theory  with  the  codes 
of  the  Jehovist,  and  of  the  Deuteronomist,  whom,  as  we  have 
shown,  he  associates  on  a  common  platform,  as  regards  the 
present  subject  of  discussion. 

I.  We  have  already  remarked,  in  the  course  of  Chapter  III., 
that  the  part  of  his  theory,  now  under  consideration,  has  no 
positive  support  whatever,  in  the  form  of  express  affirmation. 
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either  in  the  codes,  or  in  the  history,  on  which  it  can  rely. 
Bat  (as  is  the  case  with  other  parts  of  the  theory)  this  part  also 
is  met  with  a  variety  of  counter-statements,  which  it  can  only 
survive  by  ignoring,  or  by  annihilating.  Is  it  the  case  that 
these  codes  contain  nothing  in  the  shape  of  sacrificial  direction  ? 
that  they  represent  the  regulation  of  coitus  as  quite  outside 
the  scope  of  divine  law?  We  think  the  contrary  can  be 
very  clearly  shown. 

(1)  What  is  that  command,  on  the  very  forefront  of  their 
Jehovistic  code,  which  Wellhausen's  school  are  perpetually 
quoting,  and  filling  up  with  a  vast  significance, — "  An  altar  of 
earth  shalt  thou  make  unto  me  .  .  «  And,  if  thou  make 
me  an  altar  of  stone,  thou  shalt  not  build  it  of  hewn  stones  " 
(Exod.  20.  24,  25)  ?  what  is  that  but  a  minute  and  careful 
sacrificial  direction  ?  Can  it  be  pretended  that  Ctod  cannot 
stoop  to  an  oversight  of  ritual,  when  He  fixes  the  legitimacy  of 
the  very  materials,  on  which  the  victims  must  be  laid  ? 

(2)  A  similar  comment  faUs  to  be  made  on  the  other 
command,  which  follows — "Neither  shalt  thou  go  up  by 
steps  unto  mine  altar"  (Exod.  20.  26).  Does  this  look  as 
though  the  people  were  left  to  the  un-restricted  following  of 
their  own  devices  ?  Does  it  not  bespeak  a  stringent  divine 
oversight  of  sacrifice  ?  and  is  it  not  eminently  in  keeping  with 
its  having  been  spoken  by  the  same  lips,  and  in  the  same  age, 
as  the  strict  details  of  Leviticus  ?  We  are  not  meantime 
entering  on  the  materials,  and  styles,  of  the  tabernacle  altar, 
and  of  Solomon's  altar :  we  are  merely  noting,  as  common  to 
both  Priestly  and  Jehovistic  codes,  the  principle  of  divine 
interest  in,  and  diving  regulation  of,  cultus  :  and  a  code,  which 
stands  up  for  divine  legitimacy,  down  to  the  very  steps  of  its 
altar,  cannot  possibly  be  held  as  scouting  the  divine  regulation 
of  sacrifice,  as  a  thing  incredible. 

(3)  The   same    conclusion    is    deducible    from    another 
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injunction — "In  every  place  where  I  canse  my  name  to  be 
remembered  I  will  come  unto  thee  and  will  blees  thee" 
(Exod.  20.  24).  Here  is  divine  legitimising  again.  There 
may  be  a  question  whether  the  translation  should  be  "  in  every 
place,"  or  "  throughout  all  the  place  (or  district)  " ;  but,  in 
either  case,  the  qualification,  "  where  I  cause  remembrance  of 
my  name,"  impUes  the  principle  of  divine  choice  of  sacrificial 
locaUty.  Sacrifices  cannot  be  oflEered,  with  acceptance,  at  every 
place  promiscuously :  respect  must  be  shown  for  those  places, 
where  some  manifestation  of  the  divine  presence  and  glory  shall 
take  place :  they  are  clearly  warned  that,  if  they  do  only  what  is 
right  in  their  own  eyes,  in  selecting  places  of  sacrifice,  their 
divine  guardian  will  not  "  come  unto  than  and  bless  them." 
We  were  grandly  told  that  "the  irA^d"  of  sacrifice  was 
emphasised  only  in  the  Priestly  Code:  here,  as  one  of  the 
earliest  enactments  of  the  so-called  Jehovistic  Oode,  we  have 
"  the  where**  receiving  the  lawgiver's  pointed  attention. 

(4)  Need  we  add  that  Deuteronomy  (which,  it  is  said, "  with 
regard  to  sacrifice,  still  occupies  the  same  standpoint  as  JE  ") 
advances  "the  where^^  of  sacrifice,  in  successive  regulations, 
into  superlative  prominence  ?  It  represents  God  as  jealous, 
with  a  special  jealousy,  for  the  locality  of  sacrificial  observ* 
ances :  over  and  over  again,  it  enforces  they  must  take  place, 
only  "at  the  place  which  the  Lord  your  God  shall  choose.'* 
We  thus  have  minute  prescription,  on  a  most  essential  point, 
running  through  and  through  a  code,  to  which  (it  is  pre* 
tended)  the  idea  of  divine  sacrificial  prescription  is  quite 
abhorrent. 

(5)  Then,  what  is  to  be  made  of  the  precise  and  reite- 
rated commands  to  be  careful  in  the  offering  unto  God  of 
first-fruits  ?  "  Thou  shalt  not  delay  to  offer  of  the  abundance 
of  thy  fruits  and  of  thy  liquors.  The  first-bom  of  thy  sons 
shalt  thou  give  unto  me.     Likewise  also  shalt  thou  do  witL 
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thine  oxen,  and  with  thy  sheep:  seven  days  it  shall  be  with 
its  dam;  on  the  eighth  day  thon  shalt  give  it  Me*'  (Ezod. 
83.  29,  80;  and  so  in  Exod.  83.  19 ;  84.  19,20;  Dent  15. 
19,  23)  :  we  have  "the  where*^  of  offering  these  first-fruits, 
again  fixed  as  "the  honse  of  the  Lord  thy  Ood'*  and  "the 
place  which  the  Lord  shall  choose'';  and  we  have  the  kind 
of  animal  "of  thy  herd  or  of  thy  flock,"  that  can  alone  be 
accepted  as  a  "firstling,"  carefully  prescribed, — ^it  must  not 
have  "  any  blemish,"  and  it  must  not  be  "  lame  nor  blind." 
Is  it  not  ludicrous  to  have  a  code,  with  such  minutin  of 
prescription  in  its  heart,  singled  out  as  a  code,  that  knows 
nothing  of  divine  sacrificial  prescription  ?  The  -people  are 
not  left  to  their  own  instincts,  nor  to  a  following  of  primi- 
tive  antiquity,  they  have  a  "  thus  saith  Uie  Lord "  to  compel 
them  to  the  sacrifice  of  firstlings :  they  are  not  free  to  sacri- 
fice them  wherever  they  choose,  but  "  the  where  "  is  prescribed  : 
they  are  not  left  to  select  the  firstlings  by  their  own  predilec- 
tion, but  the  characteristics  of  suitable  vietims  are  prescribed. 

(8)  Then,  how  lure  we  to  get  over  the  strict  fixing  of 
three  periods  every  year,  when  united  festival  is  to  be  kept 
unto  Jehovah,  in  the  place  which  He  shall  dioose?  "Three 
times  in  the  year  shall  all  thy  males  appear  before  the  Lord 
God,  the  Ckxl  of  Israel";  and  the  ^Himes"  are  specified  as 
"the  feast  of  unleavened  bread,"  ^Hhe  feast  of  weeks,"  and 
"the  feast  of  ingathering";  and  it  is  enjoined  "none  shall 
appear  before  Me  empty "  (Exod.  88  and  34,  and  Dent.  16). 
We  were  told  that  "the  whm'^  was  another  point,  that  the 
Priestly  Code  alone  was  scrupulous  about :  but  here  is  "  the 
wlim "  taken  in  hand,  and  most  stringently  emphasised : 
they  are  not  left  to  fix  Uie  seasons  of  sacrifice,  as  they  choose ; 
these  seasons  come  under  a  law  of  God. 

(7)  Could  we  have  two  more  strictly  sacrificial  requirements 
than  the  following — "Thou  shalt  not  offer  the  blood  of  My 
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dacrifioe  with  leavened  bread :  neither  shall  the  sacrifice  of  the 
feast  of  the  passover  be  left  nnto  the  morning ''  (Exod.  84.  25  ; 
j3ee  also  23. 18)  ?  Both  these  are  from  the  pen  of  the  Jehovist, 
and  they  both  deal  with  ^Hhe  how'^^  of  sacrifice,  another  of 
those  points^  with  which  the  Jehovist  is  held  not  to  inter- 
meddle. 

(8)  To  illustrate  all  the  sacrificial  prescriptions  of  Deutero- 
nomy were  a  lengthened  task :  and  we  have  quoted  chiefly 
from  the  Jehovist,  because  the  poor  Deateronomist  has  here  to 
♦^palter  with  us  in  a  double  sense" :  he  has  to  "occupy  the 
some  standpoint  as  JE,"  and  yet  he  has,  practically,  to  usher 
in  the  contradictory  standpoint  of  PC :  these  are  among  the 
pleasantries  of  "science."  The  Deuteronomist  enforces  the 
various  classes  of  sacrifice,  the  various  tithings,  the  various 
festivals,  the  various  priests*  dues,  the  prohibition  of  high 
places,  the  prohibition  of  the  eating  of  blood,  and  the  pro- 
hibition of  the  planting  of  Asherahs  beside  (jod*s  altar :  and 
yet,  while  doing  all  this,  he  "  occupies  the  same  standpoint "  as 
a  code,  which  regards  sacrifice  as  no  fit  matter  for  l^islation 
at  aUI 

(9)  There  are  just  two  deliverances  of  the  Deuteronomist, 
which  we  shall  particularise.  "And  thither  ye  shall  bring 
your  burnt  offerings,  and  your  sacrifices,  and  your  tithes,  and 
the  heave  offering  of  your  hand,  and  your  vows,  and  your  free- 
will offerings,  and  the  firstlings  of  your  herd  and  of  your 
flock  "  (Deut.  12.  6).  Here  we  have  extremely  manifold  sub- 
divisions of  sacrifice :  is  it  likely  that  this  list  had  been 
originated  by  the-  people's  own  instinct,  or  that  they  had 
found  it  ready-made,  and  had  adopted  it  from  some  neighbour- 
ing heathen  nation  ?  Or,  is  it  not  almost  imperative  to  regard 
it,  in  great  measure,  as  samples  of  a  divinely-prescribed  list, 
and  to  hold  that  it  would  become  next  to  un-intelligible,  if  we 
cut  it  off  from  such  a  book  as  Leviticus,  going  before  it  ?     If 
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some  of  the  sacrifioes  in  that  list  had  no  pre-Mosaic  existence, 
bow  can  we  (from  "  the  standpoint  of  JE  ")  deride  the  notion 
of  a  divine  prescription  of  sacrifice  ? 

(10)  The  other  saying,  which  we  particularise,  of  the  Deu- 
teronomist  is  one,  whose  frequent  quotations  by  Wellhausen  it 
would  be  difficult  to  enumerate,  and  whose  innocence  of  the 
significance,  which  he  would  impute  to  it,  we  have  previously 
^inted  out.  ^^  Ye  shall  not  do  after  all  the  things  that  we  do 
heife  this  day,  every  man  whatsoever  is  right  in  his  own  eyes  " 
(Dent,  12.  8).  Wellhausen  regards  these  words  as  spoken 
under  the  kings  :  we  r^ard  them  as  spoken  in  the  wilderness 
of  Moab :  take  whichever  period,  his  interpretation  of  them 
involves  a  heavy  blow  at  his  own  "thesis."  For  he  r^ards 
them  (and,  to  this  extent,  quite  rightly)  as  implying  the  divine 
displeasure  with  a  long  course  of  previous  sacrificial  practices, 
whereby  the  people  had  sought  to  please  Jehovah.  Now, 
according  to  "  the  standpoint  of  JE  "  (with  which  the  Deutero- 
nomist  is  identified),  Wellhausen  holds  that  displeasure  to  be  an 
in^ossihilUy :  if  only  a  sacrifice  "be  dedicated  to  the  proper 
deity,"  it  can  never,  because  of  an  improper  method,  or  because 
of  an  improper  place,  prove  unacceptable  to  Jehovah :  "it  is 
nowhere  represented  that  a  sacrifice  could  be  dedicated  to  the 
God  of  Israel,  and  yet  be  illegitimate  "  (p.  65).  This  magni- 
loquence crumbles  to  the  dust  before  his  own  admission  of  the 
reprobation  of  a  long  course  of  pre-Deuteronomic  sacrifices : 
the  offering  of  such  sacrifices  to  the  proper  deity  could  not 
save  them  from  reprobation.  In  a  previous  connection,  our 
author  has  described  the  praxis,  which  the  Deuteronomist  saw 
iax)und  him,  as  "the  visible  relics  of  an  older  state"  (p.  88), 
with  which  he  deemed  it  the  part  of  every  true  reformer  "  to 
do  battle"  (p.  86).  But  (in  view  of  that  part  of  the  theory, 
which  we  are  now  criticising)  we  may  well  askj  is  it  for  a 
reformer  "to  do  battle"  with  what  Jehovah  can  accept? 
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Such  a  bundle  of  diahannoiiy  illuBtrates  well  the  ineradicable 
inconsistencies,  with  which  the  utterly  imaginary  discoveries  of 
our  author  are  besmirched. 

We  have  said  enough  to  show  that  the  Jehovist  (even 
leaving  the  Deuteronomist  out  of  view)  is  far  from  regarding 
sacrifice  as  to  its  ^when*'  and  its  ^where**  and  its  ^^how,"  as 
a  quite  unsuitable  sphere  for  divine  legislation.  His  code  con- 
tains clear  and  far-reaching  indications  that  Gtod  took  sacrificial 
ritual  under  His  own  carriul,  and  stringent,  oversight.  And 
its  prescriptions,  as  far  as  they  go,  are  quite  in  keeping,  as 
to  minuteness  and  peremptoriness,  with  all  the  additional 
details,  that  meet  us  in  Leviticus.  The  spirit  that  breathes 
through  the  two  codes  is  one :  and  the  second  is  the  natural 
successor  and  amplifier,  to  which  Uie  first  looks  forward,  and 
without  which  the  first  could  hardly  have  been  promulgated,  as 
an  operative  sacrificial  rule.  We  thus  get  concord,  and  seemly 
sequence,  from  Tradition,  while  we  get  only  grotesqueness,  and 
contradiction,  from  Imagination^ 

II.  The  vanity  of  Wellhausen*s  discovery  may  be  illustrated^ 
out  of  his  Jehovist  and  Deuteronomist,  in  another  way.  He 
has  discovered  that  Israel  was  on  the  same  sacrificial  platform 
with  the  rest  of  the  world,  that  no  method  could  come  amiss, 
if  only  the  **to  whom'*  was  kept  right,  that  any  oi  the 
neighbouring  nations'  rituals  might  quite  innocently,  and  quite 
acceptably,  be  employed,  if  only  Jehovah,  as  "the  proper 
deity,"  be  kept  in  full  realisation.  This  is  enforced  with  fre* 
quent  and  unreserved  iteration.  But  how  does  it  fit  in  with  the 
representations  of  Scripture  ?  Does  it  seem  to  reflect  that  clear 
and  marked  separation  from  other  nations,  which  was  to  be 
Israers  fundamental  characteriBtic  ?  "  The  Lord  hath  avouched 
thee  this  day  to  be  a  peculiar  people  unto  Himself,  as  He  hath 
propaised  thee,  and  that  thou  shouldest  keep  all  His  command^ 
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ments ;  and  to  make  thee  high  above  all  nations  which  He  hath 
made,  in  praiBe,  and  in  name,  and  in  honour ;  and  that  thon 
mayest  be  an  holy  peq>le  nnto  the  L(»rd  thy  God,  as  He  hath 
spoken''  (Dent.  26. 18,  19).  Would  it  not  be  a  strange  realna* 
tion  of  that  ideal,  if  Israel's  religions  observanoes,  their  akan, 
tJieir  sanctuaries,  their  ceremonies,  their  adorations,  were  to  be 
quite  un-distinguishable  from  those  of  idolaters,  excq>t  only 
that  the  name  *^  Jehovah  "  was  to  be  substituted,  on  the  lip,  for 
'^Baal"  or  ^^Chemosh"?  Many  of  the  sacrificial  rites  of 
idolatry  were  contemptible,  or  absurd,  or  impure,  or  degrading : 
never  mind — ^just  breatlie,  throughout  their  observance,  the  name 
"  Jehovah,"  and  all  will  be  turned  to  projHriety  and  profit.  Is 
not  that  turning  to  indifference,  and  to  superstition,  and  to  very 
wickedness,  a  service  that  ought  to  be  instinct  with  principle, 
and  that  ought  to  be  charged  with  hallowing  influence  ?  Was 
it  worth  while  making  such  a  separation  of  the  seed  of  Abraham, 
if  their  whole  difference,  from  the  most  senseless  and  debasing 
idolatrous  customs  in  other  luids,  was  to  be  the  difference  of  a 
name, — ^if  they  might  reproduce  freely  the  vilest  <rf  these 
customs,  on  condition  only  that,  over  the  performance^  there 
was  inscribed,  or  pronounced,  Jehovah's  name?  Surely  if 
^^  the  rose,  by  any  other  name,  will  smell  as  sweet,"  so  sacrificial 
absurdity,  or  impurity,  will  not  be  at  all  transformed  in  essence 
by  being  merely  styled  Jehovistic. 

III.  But  we  have  much  more  to  appeal  to  than  this  strong 
presumption,  flowing  from  the  cardinal  fact  of  Israel's  separa- 
tion. We  have  to  quote  express  prohibitions  of  Israel's  having 
any  participation  in  the  altars,  and  sacrificial  practices,  of  the 
nations  they  displaced.  And  our  quotations  are  from  the  two 
codes,  whidi  are  said  to  leave  the  aping  of  heathenish  ritual  as 
a  matter  perfectly  indifferent. 

(1)  "  Thou  shalt  not  bow  down  to  their  gods,  nor  serve 
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them,  nor  do  after  their  works ;  bnt  thou  shalt  utterly  over- 
throw them,  and  break  in  pieces  their  pillars  '*  (Exod.  23.  24), 
Does  that  mean  that  the  whole  ritual  of  the  Canaanites  or 
Jebusites  might  be  pardonably  retained  if  only  Jehovah's  name 
be  introduced  ?  Common  sense  will  at  once  decide  that  the 
"  works "  forbidden  are  their  sacrificial  "  works,"  seeing  that 
sacrifice  is  to  be  "  the  main  part  of  worship." 

(2)  The  same  injunction  is  emphatically  repeated.  *'Ye 
shall  break  down  their  altars,  and  dash  in  pieces  their  pillars, 
and  ye  shall  cut  down  their  Asherim  "  (Exod.  34. 13).  If  the 
very  altars  may  not  stand,  by  what  authority  shall  we  say  that 
the  ceremonies,  which  were  multiplied  around  these  altars, 
might  be  embraced,  and  perpetuated  ? 

(3)  Here  is  another  form  of  the  prohibition  :  "  That  they 
teach  you  not  to  do  after  all  their  abominations,  which  they 
have  done  unto  their  gods ;  so  should  ye  sin  against  the  Lord 
your  God  "  (Dent.  20. 18X.  Their  ritual  is  here  declared  to  be 
a  mass  of  *' abominations " ;  and  their  ^'abominable"  essence 
would  not  be  changed,  by  merely  speaking  over  them  Jehovah's 
name  ;  they  would  still  remain  an  " abomination  "  and  a  "sin 
against  the  Lord  your  God." 

(4)  We  give  one  more  quotation*  "Take  heed  that  thou 
inquire  not  after  their  gods,  saying,  Eow  do  these  nations  serve 
their  gods  ?  even  so  will  I  do  likewise.  Thou  shalt  not  do  so 
unto  the  Lord  thy  God :  for  every  abomination  to  the  Lord, 
which  He  hateth,  have  they  done  unto  their  gods  :  for  even 
their  sons  and  their  daughters  do  they  bum  in  the  fire  to  their 
gods"  (Dent.  12.  80,  31).  Though  the  Deuteronomist  had 
foreseen  Wellhausen's  discovery  afar  off,  we  do  not  think  he 
could  have  guarded  himself  from  the  slightest  complicity  with 
it,  in  more  deUberate  terms,  than  he  has  done  in  the  foregoing 
quotation.  For  observe  it  is  "  the  Iww  "  of  sacrifice — "  How 
do  these  nations  serve  their  gods  ?  " — which  he  deals  with,  and 
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whioh  he  enjoins  Israel  to  reprobate.  It  is  not  merely  that 
"other  gods"  are  worshipped  instead  of  "Jehovah,"  but, 
though  jou  were  to  substitute  Jehovah's  name,  the  services 
themselves  would  still  constitute  "every  abominati(m  to  the 
Lord  which  He  hateth."  These  services,  it  is  pointed  out, 
included  a  most  unnatural  breach  of  the  sixth  commandment, 
"burning  their  children  in  the  fire":  they  might,  in  like 
manner,  include  horrid  breaches  of  other  parts  of  the  Decalogue : 
are  we  to  suppose  that  such  services  at  once  became  permissible, 
and  acceptable,  by  the  substitution  of  the  name  of  "  the  proper 
deity "  ?  Nay :  "  thou  shalt  not  do  so  unto  the  Lord  thy 
Ood  "  .•  the  euphemism  that  the  service  is  "  unto  the  Lord  " 
does  not  make  it  cease  to  be  "  abomination."  Does  the  reader 
think  it  almost  childish  to  go  through  such  elementary  exegesis  ? 
Let  him  remember  he  is  dealing  with  a  discovery,  which  has 
"  produced  a  profound  impression  on  the  scholarship  of  Europe  " 
(Preface,  p.  vi.).  We  must  not  grudge,  therefore,  to  spell  the 
alphabet. 

lY.  It  is  a  most  natural  following  up  of  the  quotations  just 
considered,  to  urge  that  the  codes,  from  which  they  are  taken, 
almost  necessitate  the  simultaneous  existence,  along  with  them- 
selves, of  such  a  code  as  Leviticus,  unless  Jehovah  is  to  stand 
convicted  of  gross  injustice.  For,  if  the  practices  of  the 
Canaanites  are  thus  reprobated,  if  the  mere  light  of  nature  may 
thus  often  prove  a  most  un-trustworthy  guide,  how  can  Israel  be 
saved  from  declension,  and  from  rejection,  unless  "a  more 
excellent  way  "  is  pointed  out  to  them  ?  If  ritual  cannot  safely 
be  left  altogether  to  man's  own  devising,  if,  when  thus  left,  it 
too  generally  issues  in  utter  "  abomination,"  would  it  have  been 
fair  in  Jehovah  to  send  His  chosen  into  Canaan,  without  any 
authoritative  indication  of  those  ceremonials  and  sacrifices, 
from  which  He  would  "  smell  a  sweet  savour  and  be  refreshed"  ? 
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If  He  brands  Canaanitish  Bacrifioe  with  reprobation,  if,  in 
reference  to  "  Mow  do  these  nations  serve  their  gods  ?  "  He  says 
emphaticaUy  '^  Thou  shalt  not  do  so  unto  the  Lord  thy  Ood,*' 
is  it  not  incombent  on  Him  to  show  how  ^'  they  shall  do,''  in 
the  matt^  of  sacrificial  ritual,  ^^  unto  the  Lord  their  God,''  lest, 
in  avoiding  Charjbdis,  they  merely  dash  on  Scylla  ?  Now, 
neither  Exodus  nor  Deuteronomy  can,  for  a  moment,  be  held,  as 
giving  an  exhaustive,  and  servioeable,  guide  to  ritual.  They 
give  several  dear  and  far-reaching  indications  that  ritual  is  a 
subject  for  divine  prescription,  but  a  systematic  outline  of  the 
divine  prescriptions  on  that  subject  is  not  presented  in  either 
Book.  Neither  of  Uiem,  nay  not  both  together,  could  instruct 
either  priest  or  worshipper  in  ^  the  how  "  of  any  one  of  the 
several  species  of  sacrifices,  which  they  yeC  treat  as  well-and- 
nniversally-known  usages.  We  understand  this,  if  Exodus 
r^ards  Leviticus  as  following  in  a  few  weeks,  and  if  Deutero- 
nomy, in  its  hortatory  commemorations,  can  take  Leviticus  for 
granted.  But,  if  you  blot  out  Leviticus  from  between  them, 
you  blot  out  a  creation,  for  which  both  inexorably  crave,  and 
without  whidi  neither  can  be  r^arded  as  either  fair  or  perfect. 
We  venture  to  hold,  in  view  of  the  reprobation  of  Canaanitish 
sacrifices,  that  the  very  honour  and  justice  of  Otod  suggest  (if 
we  may  not  say  necessitate)  the  gift  of  Leviticus  to  His  diosen 
Israel.  Wellhausen  can  thus  be  ^^  hoist  with  his  own  codes," 
and  the  noble  naturalness  and  consistency  of  Tradition  made 
manifest 

y.  This  reference  to  Canaanitish  sacrifice  suggests  a  not 
dissimilar  reference  to  Egyptian  sacrifice.  When  the  last 
plague  but  one  had  been  inflicted  on  Egypt,  we  read  : 
^^And  Pharaoh  called  for  Moses  and  Aaron,  and  said.  Go  ye, 
sacrifice  to  your  God  in  the  land.  And  Moses  said,  It  is 
not  meet  so  to  do ;  for  we  shall  sacrifice  the  abomination  of 
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the  I^yptians  to  the  Lord  odr  Qod :  lo,  shall  we  sacrifice 
the  abomination  of  the  Egyptians  before  their  eyes  and  will 
they  not  stone  ns  ?  We  will  go  three  days'  journey  into 
the  wilderness,  and  sacrifice  onto  the  Lord  onr  Ood,  as 
He  shall  command  us"  (Brod.  8.  25-27).  We  will  allow 
Wellhausen  to  settle  which  of  his  imaginary  authors  was 
the  writer  of  these  verses :  he  allows  the  Priestist  to  have 
written  the  first  three  verses  of  Exod.  8,  and  also  w.  11-15 
of  the  chapter :  the  rest  of  the  chapter  we  shall  assume  that 
he  assigns  to  the  Jehovist,  and  we  shall  assume  that  he  is 
right ;  the  three  verses  quoted  are,  therefore,  saturated  with 
the  spirit  of  the  Jehovist.  We  may  have  to  quote  the 
verses  for  another  purpose  subsequently :  the  single  point, 
we  at  present  fix  on,  is  the  following.  Wellhausen  says  the 
Jehovist  regards  sacrifice  as  a  universal  human  instinct, 
which  can  be  simply  and  naturally  developed  by  the  whole 
worid ;  that  the  methods  of  realising  its  development  are 
immaterial,  and  that  divine  interposition  is  quite  un-called 
for.  Well,  here  are  two  nations,  Egypt  and  Israel,  develop- 
ing this  common  instinct  with  sudi  embittered  contrariety 
that  the  one  nation  would,  almost  stone  the  other,  if  the 
latter  dared  to  illustrate  its  sacrificial  praxis  on  the  former's 
soil :  this  does  not  seem  to  enforce  the  Arcadian  simplicities 
of  sacrificial  development,  in  which  our  author  luxuriates, 
nor  the  uselessness  of  that  divine  guidance,  which  he  repu- 
diates. But,  worse  than  that :  here  is  the  Jehovistic  Moses, 
not  treating  the  manner  of  sacrifice  as  a  thing  indifferent, 
not  satisfied  if  Pharaoh  leaves  him  a  free  hand  as  to  the 
*^to  whom*'  of  sacrifice:  Pharaoh  says  ^^ sacrifice  to  your 
Qod " — ^if  Wellhausen  is  right,  that  should  have  been  every- 
thing in  Moses's  eyes,  he  should  have  regarded  the  sacrifice 
"with  respect  to  the  matter  of  it  as  in  itself  indifferent" 
<p.  61),  and  he  should   never    have  minded    what    special 
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material  offerings  he  presented,  seeing  he  was  empowered  to 
present  them  "to  the  proper  deity,"  But  Moses  "knows" 
no  such  doctrine:  he  does  not  feel  that  it  is  aU  the  same 
what  he  offers,  "if  the  thing  offered  only  have  value  of 
some  sort,  and  is  the  property  of  the  offerer"  (p. 61);  he 
feels  he  is  shut  up  to  animal  sacrifices,  and  to  the  sacrifice 
of  those  oxen,  which  were  symbols  of  high  veneration  in 
Egypt,  and  whose  slaughter  would,  therefore,  be  resented  as 
"  abomination."  And,  after  he  gets  dear  of  Egypt,  he  is  not 
to  carry  out  sacrifice,  according  to  his  own,  or  the  people's, 
pleasure,  he  is  to  follow  in  a  divinely-prescribed  path^  "we 
wiU  sacrifice  to  the  Lord  our  God,  as  ff$  shall  command  us^ 
That  rubric  ^^as  He  shall  command  us"  might  be  written 
over  all  Leviticus  as  its  justification,  and  it  might  be  written 
over  Wellhausen's  discovery  as  its  utter  confutation.  Hoses 
cannot  shape  "the  how^^  of  sacrifice  to  humour  the  Egyp* 
tians  before  the  Exodus,  nor  can  he  allow  the  people  freely 
to  take  over  "the  /low^^  of  sacrifice  from  the  Canaanites, 
after  the  land  of  promise  shall  be  entered*  In  other  words, 
according  to  the  Jehovistic  Moses,  sacrifice  is  a  fit  subject 
for  the  "command"  of  Jehovalu 

(B) 

We  have  thus  compared  the  theory,  that  the  Jehovist^s 
Gtod  cannot  regulate  sacrifice,  with  the  two  codes  that  reflect 
the  Jehovist's  "  standpoint."  We  have  next  to  compare  the 
theory  with  "the  historical  Books,"  which  are  said  to  be 
parallel  with  the  Jehovist,  and  to  reflect  his  "standpoint." 
The  reader,  who  has  agreed  with  us  in  finding  the  theory 
banished  from  the  codes,  and  in  finding  the  codes  eloquent 
in  enforcing  the  direct  opposite  of  the  theory,  will  not  expect 
much  corroboration  of  the  theory,  when  we  take  him  forward 
to  the  history.     That  harmony  in  the  divine  actings  and 
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over-rulinga,  by  which  we  are  accustomed  to  recognise  and 
admire  them,  will  be  very  deficient,  if  we  find  the  inspired 
history  affirming  what  the  inspired  legislation  denies.  We 
have  fonnd  no  statement  in  the  codes  that  Clod  prescribed 
no  ritual  through  Moses,  nor  any  statement  that  Israel  were 
left,  like  the  rest  of  the  world,  to  their  own  devices,  free  to 
follow,  or  to  reject,  neighbouriog  customs,  as  they  pleased,  in 
the  matter  of  sacrifices:  we  have  met  with  statements  which 
seem  plainly  to  prove  the  opposite.  It  is  conceivable,  however, 
that  we  might  meet  different  witness  in  the  history ;  and  the 
matter  is  not  to  be  argued  on  the  ground  of  inspiration,  but 
on  the  ground  of  independent  historical  inquiry;  we  are  not 
to  say,  ^Hhe  history  is  inspired  therefore  it  must  correspond 
with  the  legislation,"  we  are  simply  to  say,  "the  history  is 
there,  what  are  the  representations,  which  it  yields,  regarding 
the  discovery,  which  our  author  has  made  ?  "  What  do  we 
learn  as  to  the  origination,  or  the  regulation,  of  Israelitish 
sacrifice,  from  "the  historical  documents  dating  from  the 
pre-Exilic  time  "  ? 

Our  author  introduces  his  reference  to  these  documents  by 
saying :  "  As  regards  those  of  the  first  (the  historical)  class, 
they  represent  the  cultus  and  sacrifice  on  all  occasions  as  occu- 
pying a  large  place  in  the  life  of  the  nation  and  of  the 
individual "  (p.  55)  :  and  he  then  adds,  as  their  doctrine,  that 
they  treat  the  "  to  whom  "  as  everything,  and  the  question  of 
^^riW*^  or  ^^ non-rite^'  as  comparatively  nothing.  On  this  we 
offer  two  remarks.  (1)  If  the  documents  are  proving  his 
thesis  "  on  all  occasions,*'  and  in  "  large "  measure,  is  it  not 
singular  that  he  should  (as  he  does)  dispose  of  their  evidence 
on  less  than  a  single  page,  and  that  he  has  not  transferred  to 
that  page  the  exact  words  of  a  single  paragraph  or  verse  of 
Scripture  ?  He  professes  to  have  five  whole  Books  of  Scripture 
(Judges,  two  of  Samuel,  and  two  of  Kings)  "  on  all  occasions  " 
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on  his  side  :  how  strange  that  he  should  not  fortify  himself  by 
transferring  to  his  page  the  exact  phraseology  of  a  single 
quotation  from  one  of  the  five!  We  shall  quote,  and  deal 
with,  the  actual  contents  of  his  page,  as  we  proceed :  in 
especial,  while  he  imprisons  a  few  texts  in  parentheses,  we  shall 
disentangle  them  from  these  prison-houses,  and  let  the  reader 
see  what  they  actually  say  :  meantime,  the  nature  of  his  page  is 
as  we  have  indicated  it.  (2)  Our  other  remark  respects  his 
statement  that  pre-Exilic  sacrifice  is  represented,  on  all  occa- 
sions, as  occupying  largely  "the  life  of  the  nation."  We 
think  this  is  probably  true :  but  how  does  it  fit  in  with  a 
subsequent  stupendous  discovery  of  our  author  ?  On  p.  78,  he 
writes  :  "  Of  old  (in  pre-Exilic  time)  ...  the  natural  sacrificial 
society  was  ths  family  or  the  clan  (1  Sam.  1. 1  seq. ;  16. 1  seq. ; 
20.  6).  Now  (after  the  Exile)  the  smaller  sacred  fellowships  get 
lost,  the  varied  groups  of  social  life  disappear  in  the  neutral 
shadow  of  the  universal  congregation  or  church  Qedhahy  kahal). 
The  notion  of  this  last  is  foreign  to  Hebrew  antiquity, 
but  runs  through  the  Priestly  Code  from  beginning  to  end." 
On  p.  55,  Hebrew  antiquity  regards  "  the  life  of  the  nation " 
as,  on  all  occasions,  occupied  "  largely "  with  sacrifice  :  on 
p.  78,  "  Hebrew  antiquity "  regards  the  very  "  notion  '* 
of  such  a  thing  as  "foreign."  We  merely  note  this  as  a 
sample  of  the  jaunty  and  inconsistent  Imaginations,  which 
our  author  amuses  himself  with  extemporising.  And  we 
now  proceed  to  take  a  responsible  view  of  the  historical 
documents. 

We  shall  endeavour  to  put  before  the  Bible  student,  suc- 
cinctly, what  is  the  positive  evidence  of  these  documents,  on  the 
important  point  before  us.  And,  in  this  way,  we  shall  give 
him  a  connected  glance  over  a  wide  range  of  Scripture. 
Wellhausen,  practically,  leaves  it  un-quoted  :  we  shall  supply 
his  omission. 
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L  Our  first  remark  is  that  a  full  view  of  the  period,  with 
which  our  author  professes  to  be  dealing,  is  that  it  is  a  homo* 
geneous  assemblage  of  ages  from  the  Creation  to  the  Priestly 
Code  :  in  none  of  Uiese  ages,  would  the  Jehovist  regard  a  divine 
prescription  of  sacrifice  as  other  than  preposterous.  We  do  not, 
therefore,  need  to  make  the  Book  of  Judges  our  starting  point : 
we  can  look  at  any  parts  of  Exodus,  or  of  Genesis,  which  are 
assigned  to  the  Jehovist.  (1)  Look  then  at  the  institution  of 
the  passover,  as  given  in  Exod.  12,  13,  and  as  supplying  a 
o-udal  test.  We  shall  let  our  author  distribute  the  contents  of 
these  chapters,  as  he  pleases,  among  the  creations  of  his  fancy. 
Well,  then,  of  Chapter  12  he  gives  w.  1-21  to  the  Priestist, 
but  the  Priestist  wrote  nothing  of  vv.  27-36,  except  v.  28. 
This  leaves,  among  others,  vv,  22-25  to  the  Jehovist ;  and  what 
have  we  there  ?  We  have  a  minute  divine  interest  in  the 
details  of  sacrifice  I  The  gathering  of  the  blood  in  the  bason, 
the  dipping  therein  of  a  bunch  of  hyssop,  the  striking  therewith 
of  the  lintel  and  side  posts,  the  scrupulous  abiding  indoors  till 
morning,  the  keeping  up  of  the  sacrifice  as  an  annual  ordinance 
for  ever,  and  the  careful  explanation  of  the  ritualistic  details  to 
their  children's  children,  these  most  priestly  requirements  are 
all  embraced  in  this  un-priestly  Jehovistic  document  I  (2)  Look 
at  the  other  chapter,  13.  AU  that  are  allowed  to  the  Priestist 
here  are  the  two  opening  verses  and  v,  20.  We  may  therefore 
regard  vv.  8-16  as  Jehovistic,  and  we  have,  in  these  verses, 
inexorable  divine  requirements  as  to  the  eating  of  unleavened 
bread,  as  to  the  month  and  the  number  of  days  of  the  festival, 
as  to  the  consecration  to  Jehovah  of  the  first-born  of  man  and 
beast,  and  as  to  the  victim,  by  which  an  ass's  firstling  could  be 
redeemed  ;  and  in  all  ^^time  to  come,"  the  beneficence  and 
command  of  Jehovah  are  to  be  given  "  when  thy  son  asketh 
thee,"  as  the  ground  of  so  singular  sacrificial  observances — 
"  therefore  I  thus  sacrifice  to  the  Lord."    Are  we  to  be  told 
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that  a  document,  with  such  contente,  repudiates  all  idea  of 
divine  interposition  as  to  sacrifice  ?  (3)  Not  a  single  verse  of 
Chapter  10  is  given  to  the  Priestist ;  we  may  therefore  regard 
as  Jehovistic  the  following  verses  (24-26)  of  this  chapter  : 
^'  Pharaoh  called  unto  Moses  and  said,  Go  ye,  serve  the  Lord ; 
only  let  your  flocks  and  your  herds  be  stayed  :  let  your  little 
ones  also  go  with  you.  And  Moses  said.  Thou  must  also  give 
into  our  hand  sacrifices  and  burnt-offerings  that  we  may  sacri- 
fice unto  the  Lord  our  QoA.  Our  cattle  also  shall  go  with  us ; 
there  shall  not  an  hoof  be  left  behind ;  for  thereof  must  we 
take  to  serve  the  Lord  our  God  ;  and  we  know  not  with  what 
we  must  serve  the  Lord,  until  we  come  thither."  It  will  be 
observed  that  sacrifice  is  not  here  a  random  concern,  whose 
methods  and  materials  may  be  shaped  as  Israel  chooses ;  there 
is  a  "must  be"  that  the  "flocks  and  herds"  supply  the 
victims ;  and  the  whole  ceremonies  must  remain  unknown  till 
Jehovah  speaks — "  we  (meantime)  know  them  not."  (4)  We 
have  already  quoted  the  similar  Jehovistic  verses  (25-27)  of 
Chapter  8,  where  it  is  intimated  that  Israel  must  adhere  to  the 
divinely  required  material  for  sacrifice,  though  it  should  be 
"  abomination  "  to  the  Egyptians,  and  that  their  whole  sacri- 
ficial arrangements  must  be  "  as  the  Lord  shall  command  us." 
Is  it  not  fatuous  to  reiterate,  with  every  precision  and  vehemence 
that  human  language  can  supply,  that  a  document,  from  which 
the  above  are  extracts,  "  knows  nothing  "  of  divine  r^ulation 
of  sacrifice  ? 

II.  It  may  be  noted  also  that  this  same  document  is  plentiful 
in  its  acknowledgments  that  there  is  a  body  of  divine  "  com- 
mandments," with  which  the  seed  of  Abraham  have,  from  the 
fii'st,  been  entrusted.  (1)  It  is  the  Jehovist  who  describes  the 
murmuring  at  Marah,  with  the  remonstrance, "  If  thou  wilt 
diligently  hearken  to  the  voice  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  and  wilt  do 
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that  which  is  right  in  His  eyes,  and  wilt  give  ear  to  His 
commandments  and  keep  all  His  statutes^'*  (Exod.  16.  26). 
(2)  In  the  wondrously  dissected,  and  apportioned,  chapter 
abont  the  manna,  the  following  verses  are  given  to  the  Jehovist. 
*^  The  Lord  said  nnto  Moses,  How  long  refuse  ye  to  keep  My 
commandments  and  My  laws  f  See  for  that  the  Lord  hath 
given  you  the  Sabbath,  therefore  He  giveth  you  on  the  sixth 
day  the  bread  of  two  days  "  (Exod.  16.  28,  29).  (8)  It  is  the 
Jehovist  who  puts  the  following  address  to  Isaac  into  Jehovah^s 
mouth  :  "Abraham  obeyed  My  voice,  and  kept  My  charge,  My 
commandments,  My  statutes,  and  My  laws  "  (Gen»  26. 6),  Such 
quotations  suggest  the  otherwise  most  natural  belief  that  there 
may  have  been  a  wide  variety  of  divine  prescriptions,  which  it 
was  not  felt  necessary  to  incorporate,  in  their  every  detail  and 
development,  into  the  inspired  records.  Moses  can  say  "  The 
Lord  hath  given  you  the  Sabbath"  though,  in  the  whole 
previous  history  so  far  as  it  is  Jehovistic,  there  is  no  reference 
to  the  "  gift "  of  the  Sabbath.  God  can  speak  to  Isaac,  and 
assume  Isaac's  knowledge, of  ^^commandments"  and '^statutes" 
and  "  laws  "  given  to  Abraham,  although  (ynth  the  exception  of 
circumcision)  there  is  not  one  of  all  these  "commandments" 
incorporated  into  the  previous  history.  On  what  grounds  of 
necessity,  or  of  common  sense,  are  we  to  conclude  that,  in  all 
the  pre-Exilic  ages,  there  had  been  no  indications  of  the  divine 
wiU  as  to  the  materials,  and  the  seasons,  and  the  ceremonies,  of 
sacrifice,  (a)  when  we  are  left  to  suppose  that  His  un-recorded 
"  commandments  "  were  many,  (b)  when  we  are  expressly  told 
that  Israel  can  sacrifice,  only  "  as  the  Lord  shall  command  us," 
and  (c)  when  sacrifice  was  "  the  main  part  of  worship  "  ? 

III.  To  deny  all  pre-Exilic  regulation  of  sacrifice,  on  God's 
part,  is  as  un-warranted  in  view  of  the  post-Mosaic,  as  it  is  in 
view  of  the  pre-Mosaic,  references  in  the  historical  documents. 
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Our  author  leaves  the  Book  of  Joehna  out  of  account :  we  neecl 
not  here  discuss  his  claim  to  include  several  portions  of  that 
book  in  the  Priestlj  Code.  Enough  to  say  that,  even  in  what 
he  leaves  as  the  un-Priestly  portions  of  it,  occur  references 
(similar  to  some,  already  adduced  from  the  preceding  Books) 
which  are  "  polemical "  against  his  "  thesis."  We  proceed, 
however,  to  the  Books  which  he  has  diosen  exclusively  to  name, 
— "  the  Books  of  Judges,  Samuel,  and  Kings  "  (p.  55). 

Now,  in  view  of  the  contents  of  our  immediately  preceding 
section,  we  have  a  clear  and  cogent  consideration  to  advance  in 
reference  to  the  whole  period  covered  by  these  Books.  We  have 
nothing,  in  any  oi  th^n,  in  the  least  approaching  a  detailed 
outline  of  sacrifices  and  their  ritual,  and,  in  these  circumstances, 
our  demand  for  information  most  be  moderate ;  we  must  be- 
ware of  professing  to  have  blown  incontestable  facts  to  pieces, 
by  discharges  from  a  mere  Citadel  of  Silence.  It  is  in  reference 
to  this  very  period  that  oar  author  makes  the  significant  ad- 
mission, which  we  have  already  quoted,  and  commended,  in 
Chapter  III. :  "  For  reasons  easily  explained,  it  is  seldom  that 
an  occasion  arises  to  describe  the  ritual "  (p.  55).  This  state- 
ment is  at  once  true,  and  important ;  and  it  might  well  make 
our  author  pause,  in  reference  to  a  period  that  can  be  so  charac- 
terised, before  he  professes  to  have  overthrown  the  firm  belief 
of  more  than  twenty  centuries  regarding  the  main  sacrificial 
characteristic  of  that  period.  His  admission  should  surely 
evoke  great  caution.  If  Abraham,  as  we  have  just  seen,  could 
be  the  recipient  of  "commandments"  and  "statutes"  and 
"  laws  "  from  God,  and  if  nevertheless  Abraham's  life  could  be 
written  without  including  a  single  outline  of  his  usual  routine 
in  sacrifice,  it  i«  surely  not  to  be  pronounced  incredible  that 
Israel  may  have  possessed  Leviticus,  although,  in  the  extremely 
abridged  summaries  of  their  national  history,  there  does  not 
happen  to  be  incorporated  any  elaborate  description  of  Levitical 
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routine.  Some  of  the  most  indisputable  of  the  people's  privi- 
leges and  habits  may  never  happen  to  be  mentioned  in  such 
historical  abridgments. 

(a)  The  first  of  the  Books  which  he  names  is  Judges.  The 
caution,  which  we  have  just  illustrated,  is  very  necessary  here. 
(1)  There  is  nothing  in  the  least  resembling  formal  outlines  of 
sacrifice  in  the  whole  Book.  And  surely  if,  under  all  the 
Judges  from  Othniel  to  Samson,  not  a  solitary  oocasion  occurs 
for  describing  a  national  Israelitish  sacrifice,  with  what  pro- 
priety can  we  insist  that  the  narrative  must  afford  illustrations, 
either  of  the  observance,  or  of  the  disregard,  of  the  ritual  of 
Leviticus  ?  (2)  Yet  the  narrative  does  give  express  assurance 
that  either  Leviticus,  or  some  un-known  un-discovered  code  in 
lieu  of  it,  was  reigning  :  for  it  describes  the  whole  period,  so 
far  as  religion  and  worship  are  concerned,  as  an  abnormal  and 
rebellious  period,  and,  in  especial,  it  characterises  the  unworthy 
worships,  which  they  successively  pursued,  as  a  ^  turning  aside 
quickly  out  of  the  way  wherein  their  fathers  walked,  obeying 
(he  commandments  of  the  Lord'''  (Judg.  3.  17).  If  so,  it 
follows  that  during  these  ages,  worship  (of  which  sacrifice  was 
the  "main  part ")  was  not  left  to  be  a  self-evolved,  nor  to  be  a 
heathen-copying,  affair,  it  was  a  matter  regarding  which  "com- 
mandments of  the  Lord  **  could  be  appealed  to,  as  established 
and  binding.  We  reasonably  and  satisfactorily  find  such 
"  commandments ''  in  Leviticus :  if  they  are  not  there,  where 
are  they  ?  (3)  There  are  also  several  undesigned  coincidences, 
which  fit  in  most  appositely  with  the  establishment  and  know- 
ledge of  Leviticus,  though  its  code  is  never  named.  The 
Nazarite  vow,  which  Samson  takes,  is  nowhere  described  but  in 
the  Priestly  Code  :  the  vow  of  Jephthah  aptly  illustrates  the 
practice  of  free  sacrificial  vows,  which  Leviticus  sanctions  :  the 
high-priest,  and  his  ofiicial  "  standing  before  the  ark,"  which 
are  Levitical  institutes,  are  both  known  :  a  central  "  house  of 
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the  Lord,"  and  feetival  thereat  '^  by  the  year,*'  are  both  estab- 
lished :  burnt  offerings  and  meal  offerings  and  peace  offerings, 
which  are  adopted  and  r^ulated  in  Leviticus,  are  treated  as 
well  known :  the  solemn  ^'inquirftig  of  the  Lord,"  which  is  a 
special  Levitical  arrangement,  occurs  four  times,  and  the  know- 
ledge of  its  method  is  treated  as  a  matter  of  course  ;  the  ephods 
of  Gideon  and  Jonathan  seem,  in  their  very  corruption,  to  bespeak 
an  unmistakable  knowledge  of  the  most  sacred  high-priestly 
vestment  of  Exodus  and  Leviticus.  Can  that  be  called  a  paltry 
list  of  recognitions,  considering  the  nature  of  the  narrative  ? 

{h)  The  recognitions  are  still  more  varied  when  we  go  for-^ 
ward  to  the  Books  of  Samuel.  (1)  It  might  be  enough  to 
quote,  "Wherefore  kick  ye  at  My  sacrifice,  and  at  Mine 
offering,  which  I  have  commanded  in  My  habitation  "  (1  Sam« 
2. 29)  ?  What  clearer  repudiation  could  we  have  of  the  strange 
discovery  that,  in  the  post-Mosaic  ages,  sacrifice  was  an  unfit 
subject  for  divine  "  command "  ?  The  repudiation  is  con- 
clusive; and  its  implication  is  such,  that  its  introduction,  of. 
set  purpose,  to  support  priestly  pretensions,  may  safely  be  pro- 
nounced inconceivable.  (2)  Then  further,  not  only  are  most 
of  the  coincidences  of  Judges  again  met  with,  but  we  have 
references  to  the  burning  of  incense,  to  the  presentation  of 
shew-bread,  to  a  bullock  as  the  appropriate  sacrifice  after  a 
vow,  to  the  observance  of  festivals  of  new  moons,  to  the 
Levitical  oversight  of  the  tabernacle  furniture,  to  the  women's 
ministrations  at  the  door  of  the  tabernacle,  to  the  prescription 
of  recognised  priestly  portions  of  the  sacrifices,  all  which  (and 
the  list  is  not  exhaustive)  find  no  explanation,  nor  previous 
reference,  except  in  the  Priestly  Code ;  and  these  are  all  art- 
lessly touched  on,  in  the  most  casual  and  easy  manner,  as 
appointments  well  known  to  every  reader.  How  can  it  be 
pretended,  in  view  of  such  facts,  that  Leviticus  is  an  incredible 
romance,  as  applied  to  post-Mosaic  time  ? 
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The  whole  of  the  coincidences,  from  Judges  and  from 
Samuel,  at  which  we  have  glanced,  are  quite  un-noticed  by 
Wellhausen,  so  far  as  the  point  now  under  discussion  is  con- 
cerned, viz.,  the  credibility  of  divine  regulation  of  sacrifice. 
He  may  possibly  refer  to  them  in  subsequent  and  different 
connections,  but  here  he  "passes  them  by  on  the  other  side." 

lY*  He  is  not  so  altogether  silent  on  the  difficulties  which 
the  Books  of  Kings  present  to  his  discovery.  It  is  well-known 
that  these  Books  bear  recurring  testimony  to  the  wickedness  of 
the  kings,  both  of  Israel  and  of  Judah,  in  tolerating  worship 
"  on  the  high  places  '^  throughout  their  dominions.  This  is  a 
clear  proof  that  the  worship  of  His  people  is  not  a  matter  out- 
with  the  "  commandment "  of  Jehovah,  for  it  shows  that  "  the 
where  '*  of  sacrifice  had  been  jealously  prescribed  by  Him,  and 
that  successive  kings  are  blameworthy,  in  sacrificing  and  burn- 
ing incense  on  high  places  in  opposition  to  express  divine 
command.  It  might  be  thought  that  Wellhausen  would 
abandon  his  discovery  in  view  of  such  a  clear  confutation  of 
its  truth ;  but  that  is  not  the  German  method ;  they  have  ■*•  a 
more  excellent  way":  when  an  Imagination  takes  possession 
of  them,  and  is  confronted  by  conflicting  facts,  the  method 
of  the  Germans  is  to  protect  their  Imagination  by  a  summary 
annihilation  of  the  facts.  In  this  case,  Wellhausen  invents 
a  forger  in  the  time  of  the  Exile,  and  then  lays  on  his  innocent 
shoulders  all  the  statements  in  the  Books  of  Kings,  that  threaten 
his  discovery  with  death.  He  calmly  assures  us  that  it  is  only 
♦The"  Tkdlian  redaction  of  the  Books  of  Kings,  which  reckons  the 
cultus  outside  Jerusalem  as  heretical "  (p.  55).  Who  this  in- 
famous "  redactor  "  was,  what  may  have  been  his  name  or  his 
residence  or  his  surroundings  or  his  experiences,  must  remain 
utterly  unknown  :  Wellhausen  simply  and  absolutely  summons 
that  unblushing  man  up  from  the  vasty  deep  of  his  own 
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Imagination,  and  then  makes  him  the  instrnment  of  foisting 
a  twenty-fold  lie  into  the  records  of  Scripture.  He  sees,  so  to 
gpeak,  twenty  living  witnesses,  standing  in  the  Books  of  Kings, 
and  crying  scorn  on  his  discovery  :  the  only  way  he  can  silence 
them  is  hy  lifting  the  blade  of  the  redactor  and  sweeping  off 
their  heads.  Has  he  a  copy,  in  Germany,  of  the  Books  of 
Kings  as  they  existed  hefore  the  "  Exilian  redactor "  operated 
(m  them  ?  If  so,  he  ought  to  publish  it.  If  not,  he  should 
not  malign  the  dead,  by  imputing  daring  and  multiplied 
fabrications  to  him,  without  an  atom  of  proof.  We  are  not 
denying  the  existence  of  an  Exilian,  nor  of  an  Ezrahite,  editor ; 
we  are  merely  denying  (till  proof  is  given)  that  he  was  an 
unblushing  forger. 

No  wonder  that  our  author  is  able  to  say,  further  down  the 
same  page,  regarding  the  whole  period  we  are  considering  : 
'^  The  important  point  is  that  the  difference  between  l^itimate 
and  heretical  is  altogether  wanting  *'  (p.  55).  If  you  have  a 
book  which  contains  only  twenty  references  to  you,  all  of  which 
are  calumnies,  and,  if  you  change  the  calumnies  into  compli- 
ments, you  will  then  be  able  to  say,  ^^  The  important  point  is 
that  there  is  not  a  single  calumnious  reference  to  me  throughout 
the  entire  book."  Or,  if  you  have  a  book  with  only  three 
references  to  America,  and  you  expunge  the  three  references, 
you  will  then  be  able  to  say,  ^  The  important  point  is  that  any 
reference  to  the  continent  of  America  is  altogether  wanting." 
^^  The  distinction  between  legitimate  and  heretical  '*  is  graven, 
as  with  a  pen  of  iron,  through  the  Books  of  Kings  :  that ''  dis- 
tinction "meets  us,  though  not  so  impressively,  yet  with  perfect 
un-mistakableness,  in  Samuel  and  Judges  as  well :  it  meets  us, 
apart  from  the  so-called  Priestist,  in  the  very  Jehovist's  require- 
ment that  "  the  house  of  the  Lord  thy  God  "  shall  be  "  three 
times  in  the  year  "  repaired  to  :  and  it  is  the  very  acme  of  pre- 
sumption (without  a  shred  of  evidence)  to  "  redact "  it  out  of 
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the  Books  of  Kings,  and  then  boast  that  ^4t  is  altogether 
wanting."  It  is  as  thoogh  we  reasoned  thus  :  (Question)  How 
do  we  know  that  legitimacy  of  sanctuary  was  unknown  to  the 
writer  of  Kings  ?  (Answer)  Because  such  Intimacy  did  not 
characterise  his  period,  and  all  the  references  to  it  in  his  work 
must,  therefore,  be  forgeries.  (Question)  How  do  we  know 
that  such  l^itimacy  did  not  characterise  his  period  ?  (Answer) 
Because  there  is  not  a  solitary  genuine  reference  to  it  through- 
out his  entire  work.  And  it  is  by  describing  this  and  similarly 
portentous  circles  that  a  ^profound  impression  has  been 
produced  on  the  scholarship  of  Europe "  (Preface,  p.  vi.). 

y.  The  multiplied  assertions  of  legitimacy  of  sacrificial 
sanctuary,  though  they  are  the  most  prominent,  yet  are  far 
from  being  the  only,  corroborations,  which  the  Books  of  Kings 
afford,  to  the  view  that  divine  regulation  of  ritual  was  both 
conceivable  and  actual.  (1)  We  have  references,  in  the  most  [ 
casual  and  undesigned  (though,  on  that  account,  none  the  less 
clear  and  convincing)  manner,  to  the  trespass  offerings  and  sin 
offerings,  to  the  morning  and  evening  oblations,  to  the  restric- 
tion of  the  priesthood  to  sons  of  Levi,  to  the  Intimacy  of  the 
seventh  (in  contrast  to  Jeroboam's  eighth)  month  for  festival,  all 
which  are  most  natural  if  we  assume  the  existence  of  Leviticus, 
but  all  which  at  once  become  un-explained  excrescences,  if  we  i 
relegate  Leviticus  to  post-Exilic  time.  (2)  There  seems  also  a 
most  artless  and  cogent  overturning  of  Wellhausen's  view, 
derivable  from  what  is  narrated  of  the  perplexity  of  those 
nations,  wherewith  the  Assyrian  king  peopled  Samaria,  after  he 
had  carried  the  Ten  Tribes  captive.  They  began  to  be  de- 
stroyed by  lions,  and  they  sent  word  to  the  king,  attributing  this 
to  their  ^^not  hnomng  the  manner  of  the  God  of  the  land." 
(2  Kings  17.  26).  So  a  priest  is  sent  who  "  tatight  them  how 
they  should  fear  the  Lord"   (verse  29).     On  Wellhausen's 
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principles,  this  priest  should  have  taught  that  "  the  manner  *' 
and  "  the  how  "  of  sacrificial  worship  were  things  perfectly  in- 
different; that  there  was  no  such  thing  as  a  legitimate  '^  manner  ** 
in  which  "  the  (Jod  of  the  land "  should  be  worshipped ;  that 
He  would  treat  it  as  an  absurdity  and  an  insult,  to  suppose  that 
any  special  ^*  how  "  of  sacrificial  cultus  could  have  been  pre- 
scribed by  Him ;  that  they  might  adhere  to  whatever  stupid 
and  horrid  "  rites "  they  pleased,  and,  if  they  only  practised 
them  in  honour  of  "  the  proper  deity,"  there  was  no  fear  of  the 
lions  troubling  them.  Clearly,  this  priest  from  Assyria  was  far 
behind  Wellhausen  in  the  knowledge  of  his  own  priestly  praxis, 
(3)  But  there  is  more  than  this  in  the  narrative.  The  priest's 
instructions  were  greatly  disregarded,  and  the  people  preferred 
to  multiply  the  services  "  after  their  former  manner"  (verse  40); 
and  a  statement  is  given  of  the  gross  disregard  of  divine 
appointments,  to  which  such  conduct  amounted.  They  are 
stigmatised  for  not  doing  ^'  after  their  statutes,  or  after  their 
ordinances,  or  after  the  law  or  after  the  commandment  which 
the  Lord  commanded  the  children  of  Jacob  whom  He  named 
Israel,  saying  ♦  .  ,  the  Lord  which  brought  you  up  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt  with  great  power  .  •  .  ,  unto  Him  shall  ye  bow 
yourselves,  and  to  Him  shall  ye  sacrifice :  and  the  statutes  and 
the  ordinances^  and  the  law,  and  the  commandment,  which  He 
wrote  for  you^  ye  shall  observe  to  do  for  evermore  "  (verses  34-87). 
Can  these  words  be  read  without  the  unhesitating  belief  that 
they  assert  an  ancient  '^written"  code  of  "statutes"  and  of 
^  ordinances,"  relating  to  worship,  and  prescribed  by  Jehovah, 
which  the  new  Samaritan  nations  are  condemned  for  disregard- 
ing ?  and,  if  these  "statutes  "  and  "ordinances"  are  not  identical 
with  Leviticus  and  its  allied  documents,  where  are  they  to  be 
found  ?  They  were  "  written  "  in  a  distant  past :  what  has 
become  of  the  "  writing  "  ?  (4)  Similar  references  to  "  com- 
mandments" and  "statutes"  from  Jehovah,  of  which  Israel's 
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shameful  methods  of  worship  were  a  breach,  abonnd  through 
the  Books  of  Kiogs.  And  how  can  the  whole  narrative  of  the 
boilding  and  inanguration  of  the  Temple  be  at  all  explained, 
apart  from  «a  old-established,  and  nniversallj  understood, 
divine  code  of  ritual  ? 

We  thus  find  that  the  whole  complexion  of  "  the  historical 
documents  dating  from  the  pro-Exilic  time "  is  thoroughly 
adverse  to  Wellhausen's  discovery.  They  contain  no  assertion 
of  it :  and  they  contain  manifold  references,  which  seem  quite 
incompatible  with  it.  The  very  casual,  and  so  clearly  un- 
designing,  nature  of  these  references  is  what  will  give  them 
special  value  in  every  true  (if  not  in  every  "  Higher  ")  critic's 
eye.  There  is  not  the  slightest  show  of  an  attempt  to  bolster 
up  Leviticus  :  there  is  not  a  single  lengthened  and  ostentatious 
quotation  of  any  of  its  paragraphs :  but  there  are  just  those 
occasional,  and  easy,  and  unobtruding  allusions,  whose  manu- 
facture of  set  purpose  is  inconceivable,  and  which  render 
acquaintance  with  Leviticus,  on  the  writers'  part,  most  rational, 
and  almost  inevitable,  as  a  pre-supposition. 

We  have  thus  taken  that  general  and  straightforward  view  of 
"  the  historical  documents,"  which  Wellhausen  may  be  said  to 
have  almost  entirely  shirked ;  and  we  have  found  such  a  view 
utterly  uncorroborative  of  his  "  thesis."  It  will  be  a  suitable 
and  necessary  complement,  if  we  now  notice  a  few  random  and 
contradictory  assertions,  and  also  a  few  choice  specialties  in  his- 
torical criticism,  which  are  his  substitutes  for  the  review  which 
we  have  just  conducted. 

!•  We  shall  notice  first  a  few  random  and  contradictory 
assertions.    Let  it  be  kept  in  view  that  the  period,  which  he  is 
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professing  to  hold  in  a  homogeneous  grasp,  is,  in  the  widest 
sense,  the  pre-Exilic  period ;  and  the  doctrine  which  he  enforces 
is  that  any  divine  regulation  of  sacrifice  throughout  that  period 
is  to  be  repudiated ;  ritualistic  distinctions  hardly  exist ;  the 
main  antithesis  is  "  between  sacrifice  to  Jehovah  and  sacrifice  to 
strange  gods  'V  or,  as  he  otherwise  expresses  it,  it  is  on  the 
being  "  to  w^hom,"  and  not  on  "  the  when^  the  wJiere^  and  the 
by  whom^  and  also  in  a  very  special  manner  upon  the  hx)w,^'' 
that  all  emphasis  is  concentred.  Does  he  not  sometimes  dream, 
and  make  statements  which  cannot  be  reconciled  with  his  own 
"  thesis  "  ?    We  think  he  does. 

(1)  A  few  pages  forward  from  those  we  have  just  been 
quoting  from  (his  memory  does  not  generally  last  over  many 
pages)  we  read  :  "  What  was  chiefly  considered  was  the  quantity 
and  quality  of  the  gifts  "  (p.  61).  This  is  a  dogmatic  repre- 
sentation of  how  **  the  sacrificial  worship  of  Israel  existed  in  the 
earlier  (t.«.  pre-Exilic)  period"  (p.  61).  On  this  we  oflfer  two 
criticisms,  (a)  It  is  not  true ;  he  cannot  offer  any  evidence 
for  it.  (h)  It  contradicts  his  own  dogma  that  the  "  to  whom  " 
was  everything:  it  says  the  ^^how  much^^  and  the  ^^hotv 
fine "  were  thought  of  before  anything  else ;  at  least  they 
were  thought  of  "chiefly." 

(2)  But  we  do  not  require  to  leave  p.  61,  ere  we  get  a  contra- 
dictory deliverance  from  our  author  :  "  The  idea  of  a  sacrifice 
is  in  itself  indifferent,  if  the  thing  offered  only  have  value  of 
some  sort"  (p.  61).  At  one  time,  "quantity  and  quality*'  are 
everything;  in  the  next  breath,  "quantity  and  quality"  are 
nothing  ;  if  "  only  value  of  some  sort "  is  forthcoming,  it  is  all 
that  is  needed.  Not  only  does  this  latter  quotation  contradict 
the  former,  but  it  equals  it  in  want  of  corroboration  from  "  the 
historical  documents." 

(3)  On  the  same  page  we  have  another  extraordinary  deliver- 
ance.   Our  author  lets  us  in  to  see  the  precise  origin  of 
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sacrifice :  it  came  from  royal  palaces  :  subjects  used  to  make 
"  gifts  "  to  their  king  :  and  so,  regarding  God  as  "  the  highest 
King"  (p.  61),  they  came  to  offer  similar  "gifts"  to  Him; 
hence  the  origin  of  sacrifice,  whose  names  korban  and  mincha 
signify  "  gift."  But  then,  keeping  to  the  analogy  of  God  as 
King,  our  author  makes  known  that  the  following  rules  had  to 
be  recognised :  "  The  gift  must  not  be  unseasonably  or  awk- 
wardly thrust  upon  the  recipient,  not  when  the  king's  anger  is 
at  white  heat,  and  not  by  one  the  sight  of  whom  he  hates  " 
(p.  61).  (a)  Here  again  we  ask.  Where  is  there  any  reflection 
of  these  rules  in  "  the  historical  documents "  ?  (h)  And, 
suppose  they  were  reflected,  how  can  they  be  restrained  from 
devouring  our  author's  discovery?  The  gift  is  not  to  be 
"  unseasonably  "  offered  ;  is  not  that  "  the  when  "  of  sacrifice  ? 
It  is  not  to  be  "  awkwardly  "  offered ;  is  not  that  "  the  how  "  of 
sacrifice  ?  It  is  not  to  be  offered  "  when  the  king's  anger  is  at 
white  heat "  ;  is  not  that  "  the  when  "  again  ?  It  is  not  to  be 
offered  "  by  one  the  sight  of  whom  he  hates  "  ;  is  not  that 
the  "  by  whom  "  of  sacrifice  ?  The  probation  of  his  rules  would 
be  the  annihilation  of  his  boasted  finding  that  the  "  to  whom  " 
of  sacrifice  was  everything. 

(4)  If  we  just  turn  over  to  p.  62,  what  do  we  find  ?  We 
find  little  to  support  our  author's  view  that  "Israelite  sacrifice 
is  distinguished  not  by  the  manner  in  which,  but  by  the  being  to 
whom  it  is  offered  "  (p.  54)  ;  for,  on  this  p.  62,  we  find  rigorous 
prescriptions  as  to  "  the  manner  in  which  "  sacrifice  is  offered  ; 
we  find  "  salt  must  go  along  with  flesh,"  that  "  oil  must  go 
along  with  meal  and  bread,"  and  "  wine  must  go  along  with 
both  ";  we  find  that  flesh  (not  according  to  caprice,  but)  *'  accord- 
ing to  ruUj'*  must  be  " put  upon  the  altar  in  pieces," and  com 
must  be  "  ground  or  baked."  (a)  So  far  as  these  "  rules  "  are 
real,  where  are  they  prescribed  except  in  the  Priestly  Code  ?  and 
why  then  hurry  that  Code  so  scornfully  out  of  pre-Exilic  tin  e  ? 
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(b)  And,  if  these  "rules"  were  established,  how  can  the 
**  to  whom ''  be  held  as  the  exclusive  distinction  of  Israelltish 
sacrifice  ?  Was  not  "  the  how  "  most  narrowly  "  ruled  "  ? 

(5)  Pages  71  and  72  are  about  as  suggestive  as  pages  61  and 
62.  We  there  find  that,  '^  according  to  the  praxis  of  the  older 
(t.e.  pre-Exilic)  period,"  there  were  sacrificial  "rules"  in  plenty. 
"  It  was  the  rule  that  only  blood  and  fat  were  laid  upon  the 
altar "  ;  it  was  the  rule  that  "  the  people  ate  the  flesh " ; 
it  was  the  rule  that  *Hhe  gift  must  be  brought  entire 
by  the  ofiferer,"  and  "only  after  that"  could  "the  greater 
portion  be  given  up  to  the  guests  ";  it  was  the  rule  that  the 
offerer  must  "  adorn  himself  with  clothes  and  ornaments,"  and 
that  he  has  certain  pre-requirements  to  go  through,  which  are 
mysteriously  wrapped  up  in  "sanctifying  himself."  (a)  We 
think  these  "rules  "  are  quoted  with  only  partial  correctness  : 
but,  so  far  as  they  are  real,  where  is  there  the  slightest  formal 
"prescription"  of  them  apart  from  the  Priestly  Code?  (b) 
And,  if  Israel  was  subject  to  them  through  all  pre-Exilic  ages, 
with  what  consistency  can  we  be  told  "  that  Israelite  sacrifice 
was  not  then  distinguished  by  the  manner  in  which  it  was 
offered"?  There  was  a  vast  deal  more  "prescribed"  than 
about  "  the  being  to  wTiom.*^ 

II.  The  quotations  we  have  just  made  are  chiefly  from  pages 
61-63,  which  form  one  of  two  passages  of  the  chapter  on  sacri- 
fice, which  we  always  think  of  as  specially  given  over  to 
"  dream."  Returning  from  these  to  page  55,  part  of  which  is 
all  wherewith  Wellhausen  follows  up,  and  fortifies,  his  claim 
that  five  Books  of  Scripture  are  "on  all  occasions"  supporting 
him  (I),  we  shall  now  notice  the  specialties  of  historical  criticism 
which  that  page  does  present.  So  far  as  not  already  disposed 
of  in  this  chapter,  they  are  three  in  number.  We  shall  quote 
them  verbatinij  and  devote  a  section  of  criticism  to  each. 
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The  first  is  as  follows : 

"  Alongside  of  splendid  sacrifices,  sncli  as  those  of  the  kings,  pre- 
sumably oifered  in  accordance  with  all  the  rules  of  priestly  skill, 
there  occur  others  also  of  the  simplest  and  most  primitive  type,  as, 
for  example,  those  of  Saul  (1  Sam.  14.  35)  and  EHsha  (1  Kings 
19.  21) ;  both  kinds  are  proper  if  only  they  be  dediG^,ted  to  the 
proper  deity  "  (p.  55). 

This  sentence  is  presented  as  part  of  our  author's  proof  that 
divine  r^ulation  of  sacrifice  was  imknown  from  the  days  of 
Joshua  (or  even  from  the  day  of  Creation)  to  th^  Exile.  We 
think  that  the  inconsequence,  and  the  preposterousness,  with 
which  the  sentence  is  charged,  are  specially  remarkable. 

(1)  We  ask,  first,  would  not  a  reader  naturally  infer  from  it 
that  the  historical  documents  are  habitually  describing  "the 
kings"  of  Israel  and  of  Judah,  as  offering  up  "splendid 
sacrifices "  ?  But  such  is  not  the  case :  they  may  have  been 
doing  so,  but  it  is  not  recorded.  Solomon  is  described  as  sacri- 
ficing a  vast  multitude  of  animals  at  the  beginning  of  his  reign, 
and  at  the  inauguration  of  the  Temple  :  but,  apart  from  such 
exceptional  procedure,  we  have  no  record  of  a  "  splendid  sacri- 
fice," on  the  part  of  a  single  "king."  We  have  only  one 
sacrifice  of  Saul's  described  ;  and  it  is  in  these  laconic  words, 
"  and  he  offered  the  bumt-<^ering "  (1  Sam.  13.  9)  :  what 
inference,  as  to  "  splendour,"  ean  be  drawn  from  that  descrip- 
tion ?  We  have  David's  life  for  forty  years  as  king,  but  only 
two  descriptions  of  his  sacrifices ;  one  is  "  an  ox  and  a  f atling  " 
(2  Sam.  6. 13)  when  the  ark  is  being  brought  up  ;  the  other  is 
"  the  oxen  of  Araunah  "  (2  Sam.  34.  24)  when  the  plague  is 
stayed :  can  either  of  these  be  thought  "splendid"  for  a  "king"  ? 
We  have  no  inkling  of  the  contents  of  a  single  sacrifice  on  the 
part  of  any  other  king  I  Nay,  we  have  not  even  the  occasion  of 
a  single  kingly  sacrifice,  except  Josiah's  passover;  and,  as 
to  it,  we  have  not  the  smallest  detail  as  to  its  contents  or 
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surronndings ;  it  is  merely  laconicallj  said  to  have  been  *^  as  it  is 
written  in  the  Book  of  the  Law  "  and  never  to  have  been  so  kept 
since  the  Judges  ;  but,  as  to  what  were  the  requirements  of  its 
law,  not  a  syllable  is  quoted.  Are  we  not  justified  in  saying 
that  the  four  Books  of  Samuel  and  Kings  lend  little  counte- 
nance to  the  plausible  insinuation  with  which  Wellhausen's 
sentence  opens  ? 

(2)  Then,  secondly,  he  will  have  it  that  "  all  the  rules  of 
priestly  skill"  attended  the  sacrifices  of  the  kings.  But  he 
offers  "  not  a  trace  "  of  proof.  If  the  history  hints  little  of  the 
"  splendour,"  it  says  absolutely  nothing  of  the  "  priestly  skill." 
He  feels  this,  when  he  writes  "  presumably."  It  is  all  Imagina- 
tion— a  "presuming"  of  his  own.  But  this  was  what  he  scolded 
Noldeke  for.  "  What  must  have  happened  is  of  less  consequence 
to  know  than  what  actually  took  place "  (p.  46).  We  don't 
want  Wellhausen  to  "presume"  as  to  "what  must  have 
happened  "  ;  we  want  him  to  let  the  record  declare  itself.  We 
are  not  denying  the  "  priestly  skill " :  we  merely  note  that  it  is 
not  recorded. 

(3)  Further  still,  let  us  grant  that  his  "presuming"  is  correct, 
and  that  "  all  the  rules  of  priestly  skill "  existed  :  what  follows  ? 
How  can  he  prove  that  these  "  rules "  were  not  Leviticus  ? 
If  we  let  him  blot  out  Leviticus,  then,  according  to  him,  the 
pre-Exilic  Old  Testament  contains  no  sacrificial  prescriptions 
whatever  :  and  yet,  by  his  own  admission,  "  all  the  rules  of 
priestly  skill "  were  established,  and  observed,  through  centuries 
of  pre-Exilic  time  I  How  can  he  escape  from  the  dilemma  ? 
If  an  elaborate  and  splendid  code  of  sacrificial  "  rules  "  could 
be  reigning,  though  we  have  not  the  slightest  outline  of  that 
code  in  the  Books  of  Scripture,  with  what  consistency  can  he 
scout  the  existence  and  establishment  of  the  Code  of  Leviticus, 
simply  if  there  were  (as  we  have  abundantly  shown  there  is  not) 
an  absence  of  references  to  it  in  the  Books  of  Scripture  ? 
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(4)  Let  US  now  look  at  the  other  "  kind  "  of  sacrifices,  which 
are  dealt  with  in  his  wonderful  sentence.    We  have  seen  '^  those 
of  the  kings*':  but  he  says  there  are   *' others  also  of  the 
simplest  and  most  primitive  type."    He  gives  two  specimens, 
the  first  being  '^  1  Sam.  14.  35."    Wellhausen  does  not  intro- 
duce  the  words  of  the  verse  into  his  text :  we  shall  introduce 
them  into  ours  ;  and  let  the  reader,  as  he  scans  them,  try  and 
think  if  he  ever  saw  such  an  illustration  of  ex  nihilo  nihil  fit 
'^  And  Saul  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord :  the  same  was  the 
first  altar  that  he  built  unto  the  Lord":  or,  as  the  Hebrew 
may  perhaps  be  rendered,  '^  Saul  built  an  altar  unto  the  Lord  : 
he  began  to  build  it  as  an  altar  unto  the  Lord,  but  he  (then) 
said.  Let  us  go  down  after  the  Philistines  by  night"  (the 
building  being  interrupted  by  the  proposal  of  pursuit).    It  is 
quite  immaterial  which  rendering  be  adopted :  for,  under  either, 
where  is  there  the  slightest  description  of  the  nature  of  the 
sacrificial  proceedings  ?    There  is  absolutely  not  a  word  as  to 
the  ceremonies  that  were  gone  through,  and  yet  this  verse  points 
to  a  set  of  sacrifices  different  from  "  those  of  the  kings  "  I   And 
he  who  superintends  is  himself  the  first  "  of  the  kings  "  I    The 
previous  three  verses  describe  the  people  flying  upon  the  spoil 
of  the  Philistines,  slaying  the  captured  animals,  and  eating 
them  with  the  blood :  Saul  forbids  such  eating  as  '^  sin,"  and 
compels  them  to  bring  all  the  animals  to  a  great  stone,  and  slay 
them  there,  and  eat  no  blood.    But  as  to  what  sacrificial  praxis 
was  gone  through,  when  the  animals  were  thus  brought,  not  a 
syllable  is  disclosed.    The  two  following  verses  show  that  "  the 
priest "  is  in  the  camp  with  the  king,  and  that  the  high-priestly 
function  of  "  asking  counsel  of  God  "  can  be  straightway  gone 
through.    How  reasonable,  therefore,  to  think  that  Saul  not 
merely  forbade  the  eating  of  blood,  but  ordered  all  the  animals 
to  a  common  centre,  in  order  that  some  "  rules  of  priestly  skill" 
might  be  attended  to  !    We  do  not  need  to  insist  on  this  :  it  is 
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enough  that  the  verse  does  not  present  a  solitary  detail  which 
can  settle  whether  the  sacrifices  were  of  a  "  primitive  "  or  of  a 
"splendid"  kind.  The  people  had  "the  priest"  in  their 
midst :  and  they  had  the  "sheep  and  oxen  and  calves  "  of  a 
whole  camp  at  command. 

(5)  The  other  instance  is  "  1  Kings  19.  21,"  which  describes 
Elisha's  procedure,  after  Elijah  had  thrown  his  mantle  over 
him,  as  he  was  ploughing  in  the  field.  "And  he  returned 
from  following  him,  and  took  the  yoke  of  oxen,  and  slew  them, 
and  boiled  their  flesh  with  the  instruments  of  the  oxen,  and 
gave  unto  the  people,  and  they  did  eat.  Then  he  arose,  and 
went  after  Elijah,  and  ministered  unto  him."  It  is  not  even 
stated  that  there  was  sacrificial  procedure  here  at  all,  in  addition 
to  the  significant  renunciation,  by  Elisha,  of  his  calling  as  a 
husbandman  :  how  then  can  we  extract,  and  identify,  a  special 
sacrificial  praxis,  from  a  verse  which  does  not  even  name 
sacrifice  ?  And,  assuming  there  was  a  sacrifice,  how  can  it  be 
said  to  be  "  alongside  of  splendid  kingly  sacrifices,"  when  the 
king  was  Ahab,  and  the  queen  was  Jezebel  ?  Not  only  had  the 
disruption  of  the  kingdoms  made  the  legitimate  worship  at 
Jerusalem  impossible,  but  idolatry  and  persecution  were  so 
rampant  that  Elijah  thought  there  was  not  a  loyal  worshipper 
of  Jehovah  in  all  the  Northern  Kingdom  but  himself — "  I  only 
am  left,  and  they  seek  my  Ufe"  (1  Kings  19.  24)  :  how  can 
we  reasonably  look  for  the  prescribed,  and  accepted,  routine  of 
sacrifice,  in  such  deplorable  surroundings  ?  Nay,  if  we  are  to 
note  the  size  of  sacrifices,  which  is  the  more  "  splendid  "  ?  that 
of  Samuel,  when  "  he  took  a  sucking  lamb  "  (1  Sam.  7.  9)  and 
made  it  serve  for  "  all  Israel  gathered  at  Mizpah,"  and  that  of 
Elijah  when  he  "  cut  the  (single)  bullock  in  pieces  "  (1  Kings 
18.  33),  and  made  it  serve  for  king  and  people  assembled  on 
Carmel  ?  or  that  of  Elisha,  who  sacrificed  as  much  as  both  these 
together,  by  offering  "  a  yoke  of  oxen  "  ?    He  had  present  at 
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his  sacrifice  (in  Elijah)  the  mightiest  representative  of  God, 
whom  the  world  then  contained,  one  apparently  invested,  like 
Samnel,  with  plenary  ecclesiastical  anthority,  suited  to  the 
troublous  and  anarchical  era  in  which  he  lived  :  we  cannot 
doubt  that  whatever  "rules  of  priestly  skill"  were  followed, 
were  at  once  accepted  of  God,  and  justified  by  the  perilous 
emergency,  in  which  the  two  prophets  met.  It  is  enough  for 
our  purpose,  however,  to  point  out  that,  if  there  was  sacrificial 
procedure,  the  verse  does  not  give  the  slightest  detail  thereof, 
and  cannot  therefore  supply  a  contrast  to  "  splendid  sacrifices," 
•alongside  of  it,  "of  the  kings."  ^^ Both  kinds  are  proper," 
says  our  author  ;  but  the  first  "  kind "  he  can  only  guess 
by  "presumably,"  while  his  two  texts,  for  the  second  "kind," 
do  not  furnish  a  single  concomitant  of  the  ceremonies.  May 
we  not  say  of  Wellhausen,  "he  maketh  darkness,  and  it  is 
night"? 

III.  We  said  the  specialties  of  historical  criticism  were  three. 
The  second  is  as  follows  ; — 

''For  reasons  easily  explained,  it  is  seldom  that  an  occaBion 
arises  to  describe  the  ritnal,  bnt  when  snch  a  description  is  given 
it  is  only  with  violence  that  it  can  be  forced  into  accordance  with 
the  formnla  of  the  law.  Most  striking  of  all  is  the  procedure  of 
Gideon  in  Judges  6.  19-21,  in  which  it  is  manifest  that  the  pro- 
cedure still  usual  at  Ophrah  in  the  time  of  the  narrator  is  also 
set  forth.  Gideon  boils  a  he-goat  and  bakes  in  the  ashes  cakes 
of  unleavened  bread,  places  upon  the  bread  the  flesh  in  a  basket 
and  the  broth  in  a  pot,  and  then  the  meal  thus  prepared  is  burnt  in 
the  altar  flame"  (p.  56). 

The  first  half  of  the  first  of  these  three  sentences  is  already 
becoming  an  old  friend :  we  have  twice  quoted  it  with  much 
commendation.  It  enables  us  to  associate  Wellhausen  along 
with  ourselves  in  holding  that  the  Scriptural  documents  (apart 
from  the  Priestly  Code)  are  very  scant  in  their  sacrificial 
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references.  Anything  that  can  be  said  to  approach  to  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  established  Israelitish  ritual  does  not  occur  in  the 
whole  of  the  Books  of  Judges,  or  of  Samuel,  or  of  Kings.  Not 
one  of  the  judges  is  described  as  conducting  a  national  sacrifice : 
anj  reference  to  Samuel  sacrificing  is  in  the  baldest  terms,  with- 
out a  glimpse  at  ritual.  The  same  is  practically  true  of  the 
kings,  not  excepting  Solomon,  nor  Jeroboam,  nor  Josiah  : 
though  they  are  spoken  of  in  general  terms  as  sacrificing,  the 
historian  has  never  once  felt  it  necessary  to  introduce  a  detailed 
statement  of  the  minutiae  of  the  priestly  routine  that  was  gone 
through.  His  narrative  is  most  abridged  :  and  he  can  ap- 
parently rely  on  sacrificial  procedure  being  too  familiarly  known 
by  his  readers  to  need  delineation.  Wellhausen  naturally,  and 
wisely,  suggests  the  principle,  that  should  guide  us,  viz.,  does 
"  an  occasion  arise  to  describe  the  ritual "  ?  If  no  such  "  occa- 
sion arises,"  the  introduction  of  a  description  might  seem  very 
suspicious,  and  the  silence,  as  to  a  detailed  code  that  may 
have  been  well  known  to  be  in  force,  is  not  in  the  least  per- 
plexing. We  can  claim  our  author,  therefore,  as  a  witness 
that  anything  like  a  comprehensive  reflection  of  Leviticus  is 
not  naturaUy  to  be  looked  for  in  the  historical  documents. 
We  have  urged  that  there  are  several  passing,  and  un-pre- 
meditated,  references,  which  cannot  be  held  explicable  apart 
from  Leviticus ;  and  that  is  the  most  satisfying  form  of  con- 
firmation, that  can  be  looked  for  in  the  circumstances ;  but 
anything  like  a  formal  synopsis  of  ritual  neither  exists,  nor 
was  probable. 

We  cannot,  however,  travel  far  in  our  author's  company :  the 
parting  of  the  ways  occurs  before  the  end  of  the  first  sentence. 
For,  in  the  second  half  of  that  sentence,  he  is  at  his  familiar 
task  of  opposing  one  Book  of  Scripture  to  another :  he  there 
states  that  there  are  descriptions  of  ritual  that  "  only  with  vio- 
lence can  be  forced  into  accordance  with  the  formula  of  the 
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law."  And  here  we  must  be  prepared  to  meet  him.  If  he  can 
show  such  contrarieties,  we  must  estimate  them  carefully,  and 
weigh  them  against  the  instances  of  conformity  which  we  have 
summarised,  and  see  with  which  class  the  preponderance  of  pro- 
bability lies.  The  field  of  conflict  is  at  once  limited  and  clear. 
He  does  not,  as  we  have  just  found  him  doing  with  ^*  the  splen- 
did sacrifices  of  the  kings,**  leave  us  without  a  soUtary  sample 
of  the  class  he  has  in  view  :  he  names  an  instance ;  not  a 
subordinate  instance,  but  his  strongest  instance :  he  tells  us 
wherein  his  great  strength  lies,  and  thus  opens  up  the  possible 
avenue  to  his  disarmament.  ^^  Most  striking  of  all  is  the 
instance  of  Gideon."  This  "instance"  (we  are  to  suppose)  is 
so  clear  that  the  existence  of  Leviticus  cannot  possibly  be 
reconciled  with  it.  If  we  can  get  over  this  "  most  striking  " 
difficulty,  then  other  un-mentioned  lesser  difficulties  need  not 
so  much  trouble  us.  We  accept  the  test, — Jerub-Gideon,  let 
Gideon  plead.  And  we  are  now  dealing  with  what  is  avowedly 
the  strongest  historical  support  to  our  author's  extraordinary 
theory. 

(1)  We  have  frequently  pointed  out  that  one  of  the  most 
effectual  confuters  of  Wellhausen  is  Wellhausen  himself.  And 
he  is  most  eminently  serviceable  to  us,  in  this  way,  in  the 
matter  of  Gideon.  He  has  appealed  to  Gideon,  as  the  "  most 
striking "  representative  of  normal  sacrificial  praxis  in  Israel. 
Will  it  be  believed  that  at  the  foot  of  p.  69  and  the  top  of 
p.  70,  and  in  this  same  Chapter  II.  on  Sacrifice,  he  is  stringing 
together  a  list  of  seven  passages  of  Scripture,  beginning  with 
Gen.  8,  ending  with  1  Kings  18,  and  containing  (in  the  middle 
of  the  list)  Gideon's  sacrifice  as  in  Judg.  6 ;  and,  as  soon  as 
he  has  finished  the  list,  what  is  the  first  comment  which  he 
makes  on  it  ?  His  first  words  are  these  :  "  Moreover  aU  the 
examples  just  cited  are  extraordinary  or  mythical  in  their 
character "  (p.  70).    That  is  to  say,  Gideon's  sacrifice  cannot 
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represent  the  **  ordinary  **  Israelitish  custom^ — for  it  is  "  extra- 
ordinary"; it  does  not  even  represent  anything  that  actually 
happened  in  Gideon's  own  experience — for  it  is  "mythical." 
He  adds  other  comments  on  the  seven  passages,  which  we  shall 
come,  in  good  time,  to  consider  :  onr  present  business  is  solely 
with  the  application,  to  one  of  these  seven,  of  the  verdict  which 
he  passes  on  them  all,  that  they  "are  extraordinary  or 
mythical  in  their  character."  We  do  not  agree  with  him  as  to 
'*  mythical,"  we  accept  the  narrative  of  Gideon  as  actual 
history  :  but,  if  for  "  mythical  "  we  substitute  "  miraculous," 
our  view  is  that  the  narrative  "  is  extraordinary  or  miraculous 
in  its  character "  :  but,  for  our  present  argument,  it  is  really 
immaterial  which  of  the  two  adjectives  is  retained.  We  urge 
that  it  is  a  most  inconclusive  bit  of  "  science  "  to  find  the  "  most 
striking  "  illustration  of  Israel's  usual  sacrificial  procedure,  in 
a  narrative  which  is  confessedly  quite  "  extrcu)rd%nary.^' 

If  we  are  wont  to  urge  that  **  the  exception  proves  the  rule," 
we  mean  that  it  proves  it  by  making  prominent  something 
that  conflicts  with  "  the  rule."  If  we  hold  that  the  instance  of 
Gideon's  sacrifice  is  exceptional,  we  must  hold  that  it  has  some 
marked  difference  from  established  praxis.  We  cannot  hold  by 
hath  of  our  author's  representations  of  that  sacrifice,  for  they 
are  contradictory  ;  and,  having  to  make  our  choice,  we  have  no 
hesitation  in  electii^  to  join  him  in  the  second  of  his  representa- 
tions, aad  holding  that  it  is  "  extraordinary."  Gideon's  age 
was  one  in  which,  instead  of  God's  required  ordinances  being 
universally  and  loyally  observed,  the  whole  nation  had  turned 
their  back  on  God  and  were  dishonouring  His  requirements : 
how  could  we  expect  legitimacy  of  sanctuary,  and  of  priesthood, 
Bttid  of  ceremony,  to  be  illustrated,  in  such  abnormal  circum- 
stances ?  Gideon  did  not  live  in  a  favoured  faithful  comer  of 
the  land  :  the  evil  practices  are  in  his  own  house :  his  first  duty 
is  "  throw  down  the  altar  of  Baal  that  thy  father  hath,  and  cut 
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down  the  Asherah  that  is  by  it."  Though  he  had  been  alone 
faithful  among  the  faithless,  he  cannot  journey  freely  through 
the  land  to  seek  any  high-priest,  or  house  of  God  :  the  Midian* 
ites  have  come  into  the  land  to  destroy  it  ''as  locusts  for 
multitude ;  both  they  and  their  camels  were  without  number  ": 
^'  and  because  of  Midian  the  children  of  Israel  made  them  the 
dens  which  are  in  the  mountains,  and  the  caves,  and  the  strong- 
holds": "and  the  Midianites  destroyed  the  increase  of  the 
earth,  and  left  no  sustenance  in  Israel,  neither  sheep  nor  ox  nor 
ass":  Gideon  has  some  scanty  "sustenance,"  which  has  eluded 
the  eye  of  the  oppressor,  and  he  is  "  in  the  winepress,  hiding  it 
from  the  Midianites,  and  threshing  it,"  when  God  appears  to 
him  ;  how  could  a  man,  in  such  circumstances,  arise,  and  go  to 
Shiloh,  and  seek  some  son  of  Aaron,  and  have  all  the  niceties 
of  Levitical  ritual  gone  through  ?  In  emergencies,  God  can 
act,  and  can  authorise  His  people  to  act,  when,  and  where,  and 
how  He  pleases  :  the  shew-bread  may  be  eaten  rather  than  God's 
anointed  should  starve :  Sabbath  labour  may  be  performed 
rather  than  the  ass  in  the  pit  should  die:  and  surely  the 
requirements  of  brazen  altar,  and  priestly  raiment,  and  other 
accessories,  may  be  suspended,  when  the  worshipper  is  absolutely 
debarred  from  their  observance,  and  when  God  Himself  is 
supematurally  present,  to  give  express  sanction  to  the  special 
ceremony  that  shall  be  gone  through.  We  might  as  well  look 
for  the  usual  proprieties  of  ritual  among  the  exiles  in  Babylon, 
as  look  for  them  "  in  Midian's  evil  day  "  from  Gideon  in  the 
winepress  of  Ophrah. 

We  emphasise  this  instance  all  the  more,  because  the  student 
of  Wellhausen  is  aware  how  habitually  it  is  resorted  to  on  his 
pages;  repeatedly,  when  he  has  hardly  a  rag  to  cover  the 
nakedness  of  his  discoveries,  Gideon's  sacrifice  is  the  house  of 
refuge,  to  which  he  hurries  them  for  shelter  :  here  he  parades 
it  as  the  "  most  striking  "  proof  of  the  impossibility  of  Leviticus 
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having  been  Mosaic.  We  deem  it  right,  therefore,  once  for  all, 
to  make  prominent  the  exceptional  circumstances,  in  which 
Gideon  was  placed,  and  the  special  divine  direction,  under 
which  his  service  was  performed  ;  and  also  to  point  out  that,  in 
another  connection,  Wellhausen  has  himself  branded  the  whole 
narrative  as  "  extraordinary  or  mythical  in  its  character." 
We  may  fail  to  "  profoundly  impress  the  scholarship  of  Europe," 
but  we  may  have  a  chance  to  carry  ordinary  mortals  along  with 
us,  in  urging  that  what  is  avowedly  "  extraordinary "  cannot 
reasonably  be  quoted  as  the  ^  most  striking  '*  reflection  of  what 
is  **  ordinary." 

(2)  What  has  just  been  urged  may  seem  sufficient  to  dispose 
of  the  point  wherein  our  author  has  confessed  that  his  great 
strength  lies.  But  a  few  briefer  comments  may  be  added. 
Another  contradictoriness,  that  cleaves  to  his  theory,  is  the 
following  :  Gideon,  like  the  other  judges,  belongs  to  "  the  older 
period,"  whose  appropriate  code,  according  to  Wellhausen,  is 
the  Book  of  the  Covenant  in  Exodus :  this  book  governs,  and 
reflects,  his  pre-Deuteronomic  period :  it  must  not  therefore  he 
contradicted  by  the  established  practices  of  that  period.  But 
its  opening  requirement,  of  which  Wellhausen  will  never  let  go 
his  hold,  and  which  he  subjects  to  infinite  quotation,  is  that,  in 
order  to  sacrifice  worthily,  the  worshipper  must  build  for  God 
an  altar,  either  of  *'  earth,"  or  of  '*  un-hewn  stones."  But,  in  the 
case  of  Gideon's  sacrifice,  no  altar  of  either  kind  is  built ;  nay, 
no  altar  whatever  is  prepared  ;  God  bids  him  put  the  flesh  and 
cakes  on  "  this  rock  "  hard  by  ;  the  sacrifice  is  offered  and  con- 
sumed, and  God  has  departed  out  of  the  offerer's  sight,  before 
(in  acknowledgment  of  a  further  revelation  promising  him 
"  Peace  ")  Gideon  at  last  bethinks  him  of  building  an  altar  on 
the  rock  :  "  Then  "  (after  the  sacrifice  is  over,  and  completed) 
"Gideon  built  an  altar  there  unto  the  Lord  and  caUed  it 
Jehovah-Peace":  and  even  then  we  are  not  told  whether  the 
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Jehovistic  materials  were  attended  to.  Clearlj,  therefore, 
Gideon  ofifers  his  sacrifice  in  disregard  of  a  fundamental  re- 
quirement of  the  code,  which  our  author  holds  to  have  been 
binding  on  him.  Is  not  this  a  "  most  striking  "  result  ?  "Will 
it  be  said  that  the  circumstances  were  ^^extraordinary,"*  and 
that  there  was  no  time  to  build  a  formal  altar  at  all  ?  We 
will  grant  such  a  reasonable  contention ;  but  we  will  follow  it 
up  by  asking,  How  could  the  "  extraordinary "  circumstances 
not  justify  God  in  absolving  Gideon  from  the  Priestist,  with 
the  same  ease  as  He  absolved  him  from  the  Jehovist  ? 

(3)  In  the  quotation,  which  we  are  criticising,  occurs  the 
following  :  "  It  is  manifest  that  the  procedure  still  usual  at 
Ophrah  in  the  time  of  the  narrator  is  also  set  forth."  The 
reader  should  pause  for  a  moment  over  that,  as  an  excellent 
specimen  of  Wellhausen's  style.  It  is  the  style  in  which  the 
whole  book  is  written.  The  narrative  gives  no  indication  of 
'*  the  narrator's  "  personality,  nor  of  his  "  time,"  nor  of  his 
surroundings,  nor  of  his  "  procedure,"  nor  whether  his  procedure 
was  '* usual"  throughout  Canaan.  Yet  that,  in  sketching 
Gideon's  sacrifice,  he  is  sketching  the  ritual  universally  followed 
in  his  own  day, — "  it  is  manifest "  I  Whence  the  "  manifest "  ? 
It  is  a  pure  Imagination,  without  a  grain  of  evidence  to  support 
it.  "  First  fix  on  your  favorite  whim — ^then  make  the  wish 
father  to  the  thought— establish  the  whim — and  say.  It  is 
manifest"  —  that  is  the  Wellhausenian  recipe  for  writing 
history.  Shall  we  say  that  a  Herodotus,  or  a  Livy,  or  a 
Macaulay,  cannot  record  the  procedure  of  their  previous  genera- 
tions, without  being  held  to  describe  the  Greek,  or  the  Roman, 
or  the  English,  procedure  of  "  their  own  time  "  ? 

(4)  We  have  already  referred  to  our  author's  comment  on 
Gideon's  sacrifice  on  p.  70,  where  he  writes  r^arding  it,  and 
six  other  sacrifices  which  he  brackets  with  it,  as  foUows :  "  All 
the  examples  just  cited  are  extraordinary  or  mythical  in  their 
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character,  a  circumstance  that  may  not  affect  the  evidence  of  the 
existence  of  the  custom  in  ifeelf ,  but  is  important  as  regards 
the  statistics  of  its  freqicency '*  (p.  70).  Observe  the  words  we 
have  italicised.  He  here  holds  that  Gideon's  sacrifice  is  of  such 
a  kind  that  "  statistics  of  frequency  "  cannot  well  be  built  on 
it.  But,  on  p.  55,  he  is  not  only  building  **  statistics  of  fre- 
quency "  on  it,  but  he  is  asking  us  to  behold  in  it  the  "  most 
striking  "  exemplar  of  Israel's  sacrificial  praxis  from  Joshua  to 
the  Exile  I !  And,  instead  of  being  "  infrequent,"  it  is  "  still 
ustuil  at  Ophrah  in  the  time  of  the  narrator  "  I 

(5)  We  might  add  (though  surely  we  have  said  enough)  that 
Gideon  seems  in  ignorance,  and  thus  greatly  in  need  of  direction, 
as  to  the  method  of  his  sacrifice,  God  needs  to  guide  him,  and 
apparently  to  make  him  alter  his  intended  procedure,  and  show 
him  tvJiere  and  how  to  dispose  of  the  various  portions  of  the 
sacrifice.  How  is  this  explicable,  if  Gideon  was  going  through 
a  "most  striking"  illustration  of  what  was  "usual  at  Ophrah"  ? 
And  how  does  it  fit  in  with  our  author's  view  that  the  "  to 
u'hom^^  of  sacrifice  was  everything,  and  that  "the  where^'  and 
"  the  how  "  were  out- with  the  sphere  of  divine  regulation  ? 

IV.  We  have  still  the  last  of  the  specialties  of  historical 
criticism  to  glance  at.  Combining  p.  55  with  p.  54,  our  author 
introduces  what  we  cannot  help  calling  a  very  curious  historical 
trinity  of  sacrificers,  in  support  of  his  views.  We  saw,  as  regards 
Oneness  of  Sanctuary,  how  he  sought  help  from  Cain  and 
Naaman :  he  now  adds  Balaam  to  these,  and  so  forms  (as  we 
view  it)  his  curious  trinity.  It  may  be  wondered  how  these 
three  worthies  can  be  induced  to  throw  any  light  on  the  era  of 
Leviticus,  or  to  declare  whether  pre-Exilic  Israel  had  any 
divine  code  of  ritual  to  guide  them.  But  our  author  extracts 
testimony  from  each  of  the  three,  and  he  does  it  with  such 
decision,  and  with  such  self-satisfaction,  as  would  make  us 
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suppose  they  are  able,  un-aided,  to  prove  his  case.  We  would 
not  like,  in  our  own  language  exclusively,  to  represent  him  as 
relying  on  these  witnesses,  lest  we  be  thought  to  caricature. 
We  shall,  therefore,  follow  our  usual  course  by  giving  his 
citation  of  their  evidence  in  his  own  words  : 

"  Caiii  and  Abel  sacrificed  in  the  same  way  as  was  nsual  in 
Palestine  thousands  of  years  afterwards.  Balaam  the  Aramaean 
understands  just  as  well  as  any  Israelite  how  to  offer  sacrifices 
to  Jehovah  iiiat  do  not  fail  of  their  effect"  (p.  54.).  "Naaman 
(2  Kings  5.  17),  it  is  to  he  supposed,  followed  his  native  S3rrian 
ritual,  but  this  does  not  in  the  least  impair  the  acceptability  of 
his  offering  "  (p.  65). 

There  is  here  the  usual  ring  of  certainty.  There  is  no  halting 
between  two  opinions :  in  brief  unhesitating  terms  our  author 
cites  the  three  witnesses  as  clinching  his  "thesis."  It  is 
thought  very  unwise,  in  military  tactics,  to  expose  too  many 
points  of  attack  to  the  enemy :  there  really  seems  no  necessity 
for  Wellhausen  to  have  perilled  his  thesis  on  such  fantastic 
supports  as  the  above  three  quotations  constitute  :  but  he  has 
chosen  so  to  peril  it,  and,  on  the  principle  falsus  in  una,  fahus 
in  omnibus^  he  has  thus  exposed  it  to  several  annihilations. 

(1)  The  example  of  Cain,  by  which  he  chooses  to  stand  or 
fall,  at  once  overthrows  him.  The  "  thesis  "  he  is  supporting 
embraces  the  tenet  that  the  material  and  manner  of  sacrifice 
are  indifferent,  and  that  it  cannot  fail  "  if  only  it  be  dedicated  . 
to  the  proper  deity."  But,  if  the  Jehovistic  narrative  tells 
us  anything,  it  tells  us  that  Cain's  offering  was  to  the  proper 
deity,  and  yet  that  it  was  rejected  I  Where  then  is  the 
"thesis"? 

(2)  The  example  of  Balaam  seems  equally  destructive.  Our 
author  assumes  (what  we  shall  concede)  that  Balaam's  sacrifices 
were  to  the  proper  deity,  but  he  assumes  (what  we  cannot 
grant)  that  Balaam's  sacrifices  were  accepted  of  God.    The  idea 
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of  God's  acceptance  of  them  seems  a  sheer  turning  of  the  whole 
narrative  upside  down.  On  his  way  to  the  sacrifices,  God's 
language  to  him  was,  "thy  way  is  perverse  before  Me" :  and 
the  prayer  (that  He  would  curse  Israel),  which  was  the 
essence  of  all  the  sacrifices,  was  indignantly  and  persistently 
rejected.  Balaam's  sacrifices  were  a  mixture  of  such  hypo- 
crisy, and  covetousness,  and  malice,  that  they  could  not  be 
other  than  "  the  sacrifice  of  the  wicked,  which  is  abomination 
to  Jehovah."  If  they  were  to  the  proper  deity,  their  failure 
(which  so  exasperated  Balak)  is  another  annihilation  of  the 
"thesis." 

(8)  Our  author's  description  of  the  sacrificial  methods  of 
Cain  and  Balaam  is  pure  and  utter  dogmatism.  He  tells  us 
that  Cain's  method  was  identical  with  the  method  of  the  Israel- 
ites "thousands  of  years  afterwards"  in  post-Mosaic  ages. 
How  does  he  know  ?  We  have  "  not  the  faintest  trace  "  of  a 
description  of  the  ceremonies  Cain  went  through.  He  tells  us 
that  Balaam  was  as  well  versed  in  "  the  how  "  of  sacrifice  as 
Solomon  or  the  high-priest  ("  any  Israelite  ").  How  does  he 
know  ?  We  have  no  description  of  Balaam's  ceremonies.  He 
seems  to  have  thought  that  multiplying  altars  and  gifts  (apart 
from  the  "  to  whom  ")  would  conciliate  Jehovah.  He  seems  to 
have  thought  that  changing  from  place  to  place  ("  the  where  " 
of  sacrifice)  would  be  of  consequence. 

(4)  His  "  thesis  "  will  hardly  state  consistently.  It  is  that 
"  sacrifice  is  distinguished  not  h/  the  manner  in  which,  but  by 
the  being  to  whom."  But,  in  the  examples,  it  is  "  the  same 
way "  as  Israel  that  Cain  follows  ;  it  is  "  ?iow  to  oflfer  "  like 
Israel,  that  Balaam  understands.  In  the  examples,  "  the  man- 
ner "  seems  almost  everything  ;  in  the  thesis,  "  the  manner  "  is 
nothing. 

(5)  He  has  again  to  rely  on  Imagination,  pure  and  simple,  in 
the  case  of  Naaman.    He  says  Naaman's  sacrifices  in  Syria  were 
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"  acjcepted  "  of  God.  How  does  he  know  ?  We  are  not  even 
told  whether  the  impulsive  Naaman  maintained  his  resolve  to 
sacrifice  to  Jehovah  at  all,  far  less  that  God  accepted  his 
offerings.  How  utterly  imaginary  are  our  author's  props  I 
Then  again,  assuming  that  Naaman  sacrificed  and  was  accepted, 
our  author  tells  us  he  followed  a  Syrian,  and  not  an  Israelitish, 
ritual.  How  does  he  know  ?  All  he  can  answer  is,  "»Y  is  to  he 
supposed  he  followed  his  native  Syrian  ritual."  "It  is  to  be 
supposed  !"  Why,  this  is  just  Noldeke  over  again !  We  don't 
want  to  be  told  what  Naaman  "  mmt  have  done,"  nor  what  "  it 
is  to  be  supposed "  that  Naaman  did ;  we  want  to  be  told 
"what  actually  took  place"  (p.  46).  Then,  as  to  probability, 
we  venture  to  urge  that  it  is  an  utterly  improbable  Imagination 
that  Naaman  followed  a  Syrian  ritual  in  worshipping  an  Israel- 
itish God.  If  he  depended  on  Israel  for  the  very  earth  ("  two 
mules'  burden  "  of  it)  to  make  his  altar  of,  or  to  place  his  altar 
on,  is  it  likely  that  he  would  not  depend  on  Israel,  in  the  far 
higher  matter  of  ritual  ?  And,  if  he  did  follow  an  Israelite 
ritual,  that  simple  fact  is  again  fatal  to  Wellhausen's  theory ! 
Could  anything  illustrate  better  the  sublimity  of  his  certitude 
as  to  his  own  Imagination  ? 

We  might  say  more ;  but  really  we  prefer  to  leave  this 
Cain-Balaam-Naaman  sacrificial  trinity  to  wander  through- 
out "  the  scholarship  of  Europe,"  and  work  what  wonders  they 
will.    Further  pursuit  of  them  were  folly. 

We  have  thus  examined  the  Jehovistic  and  Deuteronomistic 
codes,  and  we  have  found  the  possibility  of  divine  prescriptions 
of  ritual  a  marked  characteristic  of  both :  We  have  found  also 
that,  instead  of  leaving  Israel  to  mix  sacrificially  with  the  whole 
world,  they  both  enforce  resolute  separation  from  heathenish 
sacrificial  customs :  We  have  examined  those  portions  of  history, 
which  our  author  metes  out  to  accompany  these  codes,  and  we 
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have  found  them  replete  both  with  pre-Mosaic,  and  with  post- 
Mosaic,  indications  of  divine  regulation  of  sacrifice  :  And, 
having  carefully  scrutinised  some  of  our  author's  specialties  of 
historical  criticism,  we  have  found  them  far  from  convincing. 

He  holds  further,  however,  that  the  Early  Prophets  are  on 
his  side.  We  must,  therefore,  follow  him  on  from  the  Historians 
to  the  Prophets. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

DO  THE  EARLY  PROPHETS  REPUDIATE  DIVINE  REGULATION 
OF  SACRIFICE  ? 

TO  the  question  at  the  head  of  this  chapter  Wellhausen 
returns  an  answer,  which,  for  absoluteness  of  certainty, 
and  for  wealth  of  professed  Scriptural  demonstrations,  could 
not  be  surpassed.  Neither  in  his  waking  hours,  nor  when 
"  dreaming,"  did  any  early  prophet  **  ever  once "  acknowledge 
such  an  unworthy  principle  as  that  God  could  have  delivered  a 
sacrificial  command.  We  shall  give  this  extraordinary  doctrine 
at  once,  and  at  great  length,  in  our  author's  own  words  :— 

"  The  impression  derived  from  the  historical  books  is  confirmed 
by  the  prophets.  It  is  true  that  in  their  polemic  against  confound- 
ing worship  with  religion  they  reveal  the  fact  that  in  their  day  the 
cxdtos  was  carried  on  with  the  utmost  zeal  and  splendour,  and  was 
held  in  the  highest  estimation.  But  this  estimation  does  not  rest 
upon  the  opinion  that  the  cultus,  as  regards  its  matter,  goes  back 
to  Moses  or  to  Jehovah  Himself,  gives  to  the  theocracy  its  dis- 
tinctive character,  and  even  constitutes  the  supernatural  priesthood 
of  Israel  among  the  nations,  but  simply  upon  the  behef  that 
Jehovah  must  be  honoured  by  His  dependents,  just  as  other  gods 
are  by  their  subjects,  by  means  of  offerings  and  gifts  as  being  the 
natura.1  and  (like  prayer)  universally  current  expressions  of  reHgious 
homage.  The  larger  the  quantity,  and  the  finer  the  quaUty,  so 
much  the  better ;  but  that  the  merit  arising  from  the  presentation 
depends  upon  strict  observance  of  etiquette  regarded  as  Jehovah's 
law  is  not  suggested.  Thus  it  is  that  the  prophets  are  able  to  ask 
whether  then  Jehovah  has  commanded  His  people  to  tax  their 
energies  with  such  exertions  P  the  fact  presupposed  being  that  no 
such  command  exists,  and  that  no  one  knows  anything  at  all 
about  a  ntuai  Toi-alT.  Afai69,  the  leadBT "  6f "  the  '  ^'onis,  say  s 
(47?  seq.),  *  Come  to  Bethel  to  sin,  to  Gilgal  to  sin  yet  more,  and 
S2883.  M 
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bring  your  sacrifices  eveiy  morning,  your  tithes  every  three  days, 
for  so  ye  like,  ye  children  of  Israel.*  In  passing  sentence  of 
rejection  npon  the  valtie  of  the  cnltus  he  is  in  opposition  to  the 
faith  of  his  time ;  but  if  the  opinion  had  been  a  current  one  that 
precisely  the  cnltus  was  what  Jehovah  had  institated  in  Israel,  he 
wonld  not  have  been  able  to  say,  *  For  so  ye  like.*  *  Ye,*  not 
Jehovah ;  it  is  an  idle  and  arbitrary  worship.  He  expresses  him- 
self still  more  clearly  in  5. 21  seq.  '  I  hate,  I  despise  your  feasts, 
and  I  smell  not  on  your  holy  days;  though  ye  offer  Me  burnt- 
offerings  and  your  gifts,  I  will  not  accept  them;  neither  do  I  regard 
your  thank-offerings  of  fatted  calves.  Away  from  Me  with  the 
noise  of  thy  songs,  the  melody  of  thy  viols  I  will  not  hear ;  but  let 
judgpnent  roll  on  like  waters,  and  righteousness  like  a  mighty 
stream.  Did  ye  offer  unto  Me  sacrifi^f  <?  an  j  gift^  m  the  wilderness 
the  forty  years,  0  house  of  Israel  ?  *  In  asking  this  last  question 
Amos  has  not  the  slightest  fear  of  raising  any  controversy ;  on  the 
contrary,  he  is  following  the  generally  received  belief.  His  polemic 
is  directed  against  the  praxis  of  his  contemporaries,  but  here  he 
rests  it  upon  a  theoretical  foundation  in  which  they  are  at  one  with 
him,— on  this,  namely,  that  the  sacrificial  worship  is  not  of  Mosaic 
origin.  Lastly,  if  2.  4  be  genuine,  it  teaches  the  same  lesson.  By 
the  Law  of  Jehovah  which  ilie  people  of  Judah  have  despised  it  is 
impossible  that  Amos  can  have  understood  anyHiing  in  the  re- 
motest degree  resembling  a  ritual  legislation.  Are  we  to  take  it 
then  that  he  formed  his  own  special  private  notion  of  the  Torcih  ? 
How  in  that  case  would  it  have  been  possible  for  him  to  make 
himself  xmderstood  by  the  people,  or  to  exercise  influence  over 
themP  Of  all  unlikely  suppositions,  at  all  events  it  is  the  least 
likely  that  the  herdsman  of  Tekoah,  under  the  influence  of  pro- 
phetic tradition  (which  in  fact  he  so  earnestly  disclaims),  should 
have  taken  the  Torah  for  something  quite  different  from  what 
it  actually  was. 

"  Hosea,  Isaiah,  and  Micah  are  in  agreement  with  Amos.  The 
first-mentioned  complains  bitterly  (4.  6  seq.)  that  the  priests  culti- 
vate the  system  of  sacrifices  instead  of  the  Torah,  The  Torah 
committed  by  Jehovah  to  their  order,  lays  it  on  them  as  their 
vocation  to  diffuse  the  knowledge  of  Grod  in  Israel, — the  knowledge 
that  He  seeks  truthfulness  and  love,  justice  and  considerateness, 
and  no  gifts;  but  they,  on  the  contrary,  in  a  spirit  of  base  self- 
6eeking,  foster  the  tendency  of  the  nation  towards  cnltus,  in  their 
superstitious  over-estimate  of  which  lies  their  sin  and  their  ruin. 
•  My  people  are  destroyed  for  lack  of  knowledge ;  ye  yourselves  (ye 
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priests !)  reject  knowledge,  and  I  too  will  reject  jon  that  ye  shall 
not  be  priests  onto  me ;  seeing  ye  have  f orgottcoi  the  law  of  yonr 
Ood,  so  will  I  also  forget  you.    The  more  they  are,  the  more  they 
sin  against  me ;  their  glory  they  barter  for  shame.    They  eat  the 
sin  of  my  people,  and  iliey  set  their  heart  on  their  iniquity.*    From 
this  we  see  how  idle  it  is  to  believe  that  the  pn^hets  opposed  *  the 
Law*;  they  defend  the  priestly  Torah,  which,  however,  has  nothing 
to  do  with  cxdtns,  bnt  only  with  justice  and  morality.    In  another 
passage  (8. 11  seq.)  we  read, '  Ephraim  has  bnilt  for  himself  many 
altars,  to  sin;  the  altars  are  there  for  him,  to  sin.    How  many 
soever  my  instmcticms  {torothUi)  may  be,  they  are  counted  those  of 
a  stranger.'    This  text  has  had  the  unmerited  misfortune  of  having 
been  fwced  to  do  service  as  a  proof  that  Hosea  knew  of  cc^ious 
writings  similar  in  contents  to  our  Pentateuch.    All  that  can  be 
drawn  from  the  contrast  *  instead  of  following  my  instructions  they 
offer  sacrifice '  (for  that  is  the  meaning  of  the  passage)  is  th^^^hQ 
prophet  had  never  once  dreamed  of  the  possibility  of  cultus  being 
made  the  subject  of  Tehovah^'s  HirecCrohs'. "  "ErTsaialfs"  discourses 
the  well-tnown  passage  of  the  first  cliapter  belongs  to  this  con- 
nection :  '  To  what  purpose  is  the  multitude  of  your  sacrifices  unto 
Me  P  saith  the  Lord.    I  am  weary  with  the  burnt-offerings  of  rams 
and  the  fat  of  fed  beasts,  and  I  delight  not  in  the  blood  of  bullocks 
and  of  lambs  and  of  he-goats.    When  ye  come  to  look  upon  My 
face,  who   hath  required  this  at  your  hands  P — to  tatimple  my 
courts  !  *     This  expression  has  long  been  a  source  of  trouble,  andj 
certainly  the  prophet  could  not  possibly  have  uttered  it  if  the 
sacrificial  worship  had,  according  to  any  tradition  whatever,  passed  | 
for  being  specifically  Mosaic.      Isaiah  uses  the  word   Torah  to^ 
denote  not  the  priestly  but  the  prophetical  instruction  (1. 10 ;  2.  3 ; 
6. 24;  8. 16, 20;  30. 9) ;  as  both  have  a  common  source  and  Jehovah 
is  the  proper  instructor  (30.  20),  this  is  easily  explicable,  and  is 
moreover  full  of  instruction  as  regards  the  idea  involved;    the 
contents  of  the  Priestly  Code  fit  badly  in  wiili  the  Torah  of  1.  10. 
Lastly,  Micah*s  answer  to  the  people's  question,  how  a  return  of  the 
favour  of  an  angry  God  is  to  be  secured,  is  of  conspicuous  signifi- 
cance (6.  6  seq.) :  *  Shall  I  come  before  Him  with  burnt-offerings, 
with  calves  of  a  year  old  P    Is  the  Lord  pleased  with  thousands  of 
rams,  with  ten  thousands  of  rivers  of  oil  P    Shall  I  give  my  first- 
bom  for  my  transgression,  the  fruit  of  my  body  as  atonement  for 
my  soul P— It  hath  been  told  thee,  0  man,  what  is  good,  and  what 
Jehovah  requireth  of  thee.    Nay,  it  is  to  do  justly,  and  to  love 
mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  before  thy  God.'    Although  the  blunt 
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statement  of  the  contrast  between  cnltos  and  religion  is  peculiarly 
prophetic,  Micah  can  still  take  his  stand  upon  this,  '  It  hath  been 
told  thee,  0  man,  what  Jehovah  requires.*  It  is  no  new  matter, 
but  a  thing  well  known,  that  sacrifices  are  not  what  the  Torah  of  the 
Lord  contains. 

"  That  we  have  not  inferred  too  much  from  these  utterances  of 
the  older  prophets  is  clear  from  the  way  in  which  they  are  taken  up 
and  carried  on  by  Jeremiah,  who  lived  shortly  before  the  Baby- 
lonian Exile.  Just  as  in  6.  19  seq.  he  opposes  the  Tartih  to  the 
cxdtus,  so  in  7.  21  seq.  he  thus  expresses  himself :  '  Add  your  bumt- 
ofEerings  to  your  sacrifices,  and  eat  flesh !  For  {  said  nought  unto 
your  fathers,  and  commanded  them  nought,  in  the  day  that  I 
brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  concerning  burnt-offerings 
or  sacrifices.  But  this  thing  commanded  I  them :  hearken  to  My 
voice,  and  I  will  be  your  God,  and  ye  shall  be  My  people,  and  walk 
ye  in  the  way  that  I  shall  always  teach  you,  that  it  may  be  well 
with  you.*  The  view  indeed,  that  the  prophets  (who,  from  the  con- 
nection, are  the  ever-living  voice  to  which  Israel  is  to  hearken)  are 
the  proper  soul  of  the  theocracy,  the  organ  by  which  Jehovah 
influences  and  rules  it,  has  no  claim  to  immemorial  antiquity.  But 
no  stress  lies  upon  the  positive  element  here ;  enough  that  at  all 
events  Jeremiah  is  unacquainted  with  the  Mosaic  legislation  as  it  is 
contained  in  the  Priestly  Code.  His  ignoring  of  it  is  not  inten- 
tional, for  he  is  far  from  hating  the  cultus  (17.  26).  But,  as  priest 
and  prophet,  staying  continually  in  the  temple  at  Jerusalem,  he 
must  have  known  it,  if  it  had  existed  and  actually  been  codified. 
The  fact  is  one  which  it  is  difficult  to  get  over. 

"  Thus  the  historical  witnesses,  particularly  the  prophets,  decide 
the  matter  in  favour  of  the  Jehovistic  tradition.  According  to  the 
universal  opinion  of  the  pre-Exilic  period,  ilie  cultus  is  indeed  of 
very  old  and  (to  the  people)  very  sacred  usage,  but  not  a  Mosaic 
institution;  the  ritual  is  not  the  main  thing  in  it,  and  is  in  no 
sense  the  subject  with  which  the  Torah  deals.  In  other  words^  no, 
trace  can  be  found  of  acquaintance  with  the  Priestly  Code,  but,  on 
the  "other  hand,  very  clear  indications  of  ignorance  of  its  contents  '* 
(pp.  6^59). 

We  have  thought  it  right  to  give  this  extract  prominently 
and  exhaustively,  because  it  is  almost  the  only  one,  throughout 
his  chapter  on  "  Sacrifice,"  where  our  author  is  innocent  of  the 
charge,  which  we  so  often  bring  against  him,  of  not  allowing 
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the  express  utterances  of  Scripture  to  appear  on  his  pages.  He 
often  makes  a  general  reference  to  certain  Books  of  Scripture, 
which  he  says  illustrate  his  views,  without  any  specification  of 
the  chapters  and  the  verses,  on  which  he  founds.  At  other 
times,  he  will  give  a  list  of  chapters  and  verses,  but  he 
imprisons  them  in  parentheses  or  in  note%  without  giving  an 
actual  quotation  of  a  single  sentence ;  and,  when  we  turn  them 
up,  they  are  found  not  to  bear  out  his  description  of  them.  In 
the  present  extract,  hej)rof esses  to  be  fortified  by  no  less  than 
five  writers  of  Scripture,  and  he  gives  his  readers  sentences  of 
express  quotation  from  each  of  the  five.  This  suggests  that, 
where  there  seems  a  plausible  appearance  of  superficial  support 
for  his  unusual  views,  he  does  not  grudge,  but  is  most  ready,  to 
multiply  quotations  :  where  he  omits,  or  parenthesises,  specific 
references,  thete  is  generally  not  even  a  remote  appearance  of 
support  for  his  views*  We  think  (and,  in  this  chapter,  we 
shall  endeavour  to  show)  that  his  comments  on  the  quotations 
from  the  five  writers  are  of  the  most  slender  and  un-convincing 
kind  X  meantime,  we  draw  attentiou  to  the  fact  that^  when 
he  thinks  it  convenient  and  suiting,  he  is  quite  willing  to 
lay  the  language  of  Scripture  in  ample  quotation  before  his 
reader; 

The  mere  statement  of  his  doctrine  might  almost  seem  to 
many  its  sufficient  refutation.  His  doctrine  is  that  the  early 
prophets  abhor  the  sacrificial  system,  and  that  they  regard  it  as 
utterly  inconceivable  that  God  could  ever  have  delivered  a 
single  regulation  regarding  sacrifice.  "  The  universal  opinion 
of  the  pre-Exilic  prophets  "  is  declared  to  be  that  God's  Law 
^^deals  in  no  sense  with  ritual.^'  And  this  is  re-iterated  as  the 
un-alterable  judgment  of  individual  prophets.  "  By  the  Law 
it  is  impossible  that  Amos  can  have  understood  anything  in  the 
remotest  degree  resembling  a  ritual  legislation."  "  Hosea  had 
never  once  dreamed  of  the  possibility  of  cultus  being  made  the 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


182  SANCTUARY  AND  BACRIFICK 

subject  of  Jehovah's  du^ections/'  Isaiah  utters  language  which 
^^  certainly  he  could  not  possiUy  have  uttered,  if  the  sacrificial 
worship  had,  according  to  any  tradition  whatever ^  passed  for 
being  specifically  Mosaic/'  'Micah  ^^  td^es  his  stand "  on  the 
fact  that  ^*  it  is  no  new  matter,  but  a  thing  well  known,  that 
sacrifices  are  not  what  the  Law  of  the  Lord  contains.'*  "  Jere- 
miah is  at  all  events  unacquainted  with  the  Mosaic  legislation  as 
it  is  contained  in  the  Priestly  Code."  Might  not  the  bare 
reading  of  such  extremities  of  repudiation,  make  it  seem  passing 
strange  that  the  Jews  themselves,  and  all  Christians  for  nineteen 
centuries,  should  have  accepted  it,  as  the  veriest  truism,  that 
God  can  regulate  sacrifice,  and  that  He  did  regulate  Israelitish 
sacrifice,  after  the  most  anxious  and  ample  fashion?  For 
more  than  two  thousand  years  all  readers  of  the  Old  Testament 
have  been  walking  on  their  heads :  it  is  only  within  the  last 
thirty  years  that  they  have  been  restored  to  their  feet.  The 
sacrificial  system  so  permeates  the  Old  Testament,  and  it  is  so 
founded  on,  in  the  New  Testament,  as  the  most  apposite  repre- 
sentation of  the  ^'  great  mystery  of  godliness,"  that  it  might 
almost  take  one's  breath  away  to  hear  a  Mosaic  institution  of 
sacrifice  scouted,  as  quite  incredible,  and  to  hear  it  announced 
that  the  sternest  and  grandest  of  Israel's  prophets  never,  in 
wildest "  dream,"  could  have  imagined  that  God's  Law  could  deal 
with  ritual.  Yet  that  is  the  clear  teaching,  which  Wellhausen 
claims  to  have  derived  from  five  of  these  prophets,  in  the 
lengthened  extract  we  have  given  from  him. 

Now  we  do  not  ask  his  views  to  be  rejected  on  the  mere 
ground  of  their  novelty.  Neither  here,  nor  on  any  page  of  this 
treatise,  do  we  make  the  slightest  appeal  to  Church  Authority, 
as  foreclosing  investigation.  If  the  prophets  teach  as  Well- 
hausen says,  we  must  accept  the  teaching,  and  let  the  conse- 
quences take  care  of  themselves.  We  have  deemed  it  right  to 
point  to  the  extreme  strangeness,  and  new-fangledness,  of  his 
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poflition;  but  our  only  contiroversy  with  him,  in  reply,  is  a 
critical  controversy  :  do  the  Prophets,  fairly  and  soberly  inter- 
preted, teach  as  he  represents  ?  We  shall  endeavour  to  show 
that  the  verses,  which  he  quotes  from  them,  are  grossly  mis- 
interpreted by  him ;  that  he  overlooks  other  passages  in  their 
writings,  which  strengthen  this  charge  of  mis-interpretation ; 
that  his  own  Jehovist,  and  the  post-Exilic  prophets,  are 
practically  *^  polemical  ^'  against  his  ^^  thesis  *' ;  and  that  his 
critical  method,  in  the  long  extract  we  are  dealing  with,  would 
often  turn  the  impassioned  language  of  Scripture,  as  well  as  of 
ordinary  literature,  into  crude  burlesque. 

I.  Our  first  criticism  is  that  the  main  and  over-msBtering 
fallacy,  which  runs  through  the  whole  of  his  long  extract,  which  ,^ 
we  have  quoted,  flows  from  his  forgetting  the  simple  principle, 
Abustcs  non  tollit  usum^  or  of  the  similar  principle,  Gorrv^Uo  ; 
optimi  estpessima.    What  you  see  degraded  and  perverted,  you 
may  repudiate ;  but  you  might  admire  it,  if  you  saw  it  left  to  ' 
its  native  intention  and  efficacy.    What  you  see  is  '^  pessima  *' ; 
but  strip  off   its  ^^  corruptio,'*  and   there  may  remain   an 
^^  optimum.**    There  was  a  use,  a  seemly  and  beneficial  use,  of  ^ 
sacrifice ;  but  there  was  also  an  abuse,  a  vile  and  God-dis- . 
honouring  abuse,  of  sacrifice  ;  we  may  anathematise  the  latter, 
without  laying  one  finger  of  violence  on  the  former.    Sacrifice . 
was,  at  first,  God's  predous  gift  and  comforter ;    but^he_ 
prophets  saw  it  perverted  from  its  noble  aim,  loaded  with  super- 
stition and  corruption,  turned  into  the  symbol  of  man's  vanity 
and  baseness,  and  made  the  means  of  robbing  the  Most  High 
of  His  most  essential  claims  and  prerogatives.    Seeing  it  ihus^ 
they  made  war  upon  it,  and  called  the  people  back  to  ^'  weightier 
matters,**  and  cried  out  that  all  outward  "  oblations  were  vain,*' 
wn^«  the  offerers  '^ceased  to  do  evil  and  learned  to  do  well.'* 
Sacrifice,  in  its  fearful  d^radations,  they  abhorred :  but  they 
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never  utter  a  syllable  to  imply  that,  if  Ufled  aright,  it  may  not 
be  a  ready  fosterer,  at  once  of  human  comfort,  and  of  divine 
glory. 

It  is  curious  that  here  (as  so  often)  our  author^s  better  self 
seems  to  rebel  against  his  own  vagaries.  He  more  than  once 
drops  admissions,  which  suggest  the  very  correction  of  his  views, 
which  we  are  now  enforcing.  Thus,  in  one  of  the  paragraphs 
we  are  reviewing,  he  speaks  of  the  cultus  of  the  nation  as  that, 
*  "  in  their  superstitious  over-esHmaU  of  which  lies  their  sin  and 
their  ruin."  Ton  have  there  the  whole  truth  of  the  matter  in  a 
nut-shell :  Sacrifice,  in  itself,  is  neither  "sin"  nor  "ruin";  it 
is  the  ^^superstitious  over-estimate'*  of  it,  that  works  all  the 
mischief.  So  again,  when  speaking,  in  another  passage,  of  "the 
sharply  accentuated  reproach"  of  Hosea,  he  describes  it  as 
being  against  "the  popular  propensity  to  superstitious  and 
impure  religious  service  "  (p.  73,  note  2).  There  also  we  have 
the  whole  explanation  suggested,  on  most  natural  and  orthodox 
lines :  it  is  the  "  superstitions  "  and  "  impurities,"  that  have 
over-run  the  sacrificial  worship,  that  have  made  it  hateful  both 
to  God  and  to  prophet.  No  one  can  read  his  extracts  from  the 
Prophets,  without  feeling  that  this  is  traced,  as  with  a  sun-beam, 
as  their  inevitable  meaning.  They  are,  almost  without  excep- 
tion, worded  in  such  a  manner,  and  full  of  such  references,  as 
would  make  them  hardly  intelligible,  apart  from  a  prior  estab- 
lishment of  that  Levitical  Code,  whose  "  abusus  "  they  expose, 
yet  whose  non-existence  they  are  held  to  prove  I  There  is  not 
an  approach  to  a  statement  that  sacrifice  is  essentially  evU,  in 
any  of  the  five. 

(1)  He  takes  Amos  first,  and  makes  three  references  to  him. 
(a)  In  4. 1-5,  the  prophet  denounces  the  people  for  their  multi- 
plied oppressions  and  sensualities,  and  indicates  that,  so  long  as 
these  are  adhered  to,  the  multiplication  of  Temple  services  will 
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not  avert  God's  threatened  judgments.  Does  that  imply  that 
Temple  services  would  still  be  rejected,  if  the  worshippers  were 
pure  and  faithful  ?  That  is  the  grotesque  inference  which  our 
author  extracts  from  the  passage.  It  is  the  people's  '^  oppres- 
sions of  the  poor,"  their  continual  cries  "  Bring,  and  let  us 
drink,''  that  make  their  most  solemn  services,  at  their  seats  of 
worship,  un-acceptable  to  Ood  :  but  there  is  not  the  slightest 
implication  that  God  has  not  prescribed  a  worthy  ritual  for 
them.  Nay,  the  fourth  and  fifth  verses  can  only  be  understood 
as  an  ironical  parody  of  the  people's  religious  observances, 
showing  how,  in  their  self-will,  they  were  out-doing,  and  trans- 
gressing, the  actual  Levitical  Code,  which  God  had  prescribed 
for  them  I  There  are  four  prohahle  implications  of  that  Code  in  ] 
the  verses.  Our  author's  comment  on  the  concluding  clause  j 
is  inexcusably  misleading  for  a  reader  not  conversant  with 
Hebrew :  "  For  so  ye  like "  :  his  comment  is,  "  ye,"  not 
Jehovah.  Would  not  any  reader  infer  that  the  pronoun  "  ye  " 
occupies  an  emphatic  place  ?  In  the  original,  there  is  no 
pronoun  at  all ! 

(b)  His  second  quotation  from  Amos  (5.  21-27)  is  equally 
un-serviceable  for  him.  The  reason,  why  the  "  feasts  "  and  the 
^^sacrifices''  are  displeasing,  is  because  of  the  incorrigible 
wickednesses,  denounced  in  the  previous  context,  of  those  who 
observe  them.  "  I  know  how  manifold  are  your  transgressions, 
and  how  mighty  are  your  sins  ;  ye  that  afflict  the  just  and  take 
a  bribe,  and  that  turn  aside  the  needy  in  the  gate  from  their 
right ";  as  long  as  that,  and  similar,  descriptions  are  true  of  the 
people,  they  need  not  expect  the  multiplication  of  sacrifices  to 
commend  them  to  God  :  He  will  "  hate  "  and  "despise  "  the 
very  presentation  of  sacrifices,  from  such  un-holy  and  dishonor- 
able intruders  in  His  courts.  But  there  is  no  intimation  that 
the  sacrifices  will  continue  to  be  "  hated,"  if  the  worshippers 
have  once  cast  away  their  evil  and  oppressive  practices ;  on  the 
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contrary,  when,  in  this  very  context,  the  prophet  points  out  a 
more  excellent  way  to  them,  his  call  to  them  is  not  ^*  Give  up 
your  sacrifices,"  but  "  Give  up  your  evil-doing  "  I  "  Hate  the 
evil,  and  love  the  good,  and  establish  judgment  in  the  gate  :  it 
may  be  that  the  Lord,  the  God  of  Hosts,  will  be  gracious  unto 
the  remnant  of  Joseph."  The  prophet's  language  in  verses 
21-23  is  a  most  natural  implication  of  his  knowledge  of 
Leviticus ;  and  his  whole  invective  is  that  obstinate  and  multi- 
plied transgressions  wUl  render  Levitical  ritual  of  none  avail. 
The  question,  in  the  subsequent  verse  25,  "  Did  ye  offer  unto 
Me  sacrifices  and  meal-offerings  in  the  wilderness  forty  years, 
0  house  of  Israel  ?  "  our  author  supposes  to  be  answered  in 
the  negative,  and  coolly  infers  that  the  only  meaning  can  be 
that  no  sacrifices  had  been  ordained  by  G^  I  We  may  grant 
him  that  a  negative  answer  is  to  be  assumed,  but  his  inference 
seems  quite  unwarrantable.  The  natural  pre-supposition  is 
that  G^  had  ordained  a  proper  ritual  for  them ;  and,  to  the 
question  "Did  you  worthily  attend  to  My  rules  of  service  (when 
they  were  newly  delivered)  in  the  wilderness  ?  "  the  answer  is 
**  No,"  and  the  following  verse  26  (which  Wellhausen  omits  I) 
gives  the  offensive  idolatries,  to  which  the  people,  at  that 
era,  addicted  themselves,  instead  of  loyally  adhering  to  God's 
appointments :  "No  I  but  you  carried  about  the  tabernacle 
of  your  Moloch,  the  shrines  of  your  idols,  a  star  for  your 
god  I  which  ye  fashioned  for  yourselves*"  Taking  the  two 
verses  together  (instead  of  smugglingjbhe  second  out  of  exis- 
tence  I)  the  first  poinli  to  the  acceptable  services  which  God 
hacTenjoined,  anJ  the"  second  points  to  the  worship  of  Moloch 
and  of  EheTioif  of  heaven,  which  the  people  preferred  to  God's 
requirements,  and  which  turned  any  professed  service  of  Him 
into  abomination.  The  doctrine,  therefore,  "  I  hate,  I  despise 
your  feasts,"  is  as  old  as  the  days  of  the  wilderness,  and  the 
reason  for  it  is  the  same.    Their  idolatries  in  the  wilderness  are 
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described  elsewhere  ia  these  words, "  Yea,  they  joined  them- 
selves unto  Baal-peor,  and  ate  the  sacrifices  of  the  dead." 
Stephen,  in  the  New  Testament  (Acta  7.  41-53)  quotes  the  two 
verses  of  Amos  (now  before  ns)  and  gives  them  their  only 
natural  and  intelligible  meaning,  as  pointing  to  a  forsaking  of 
divine  prescriptions  for  detestable  human  inventions,  "  Ye  who 
received  the  Law  amid  squadrons  of  angels,  and  kept  it  not.** 
"Receiving"  Leviticus  at  Sinai  is  the  inevitable  pre-snH)osition 
of  Amos's  reproof. 

(c)  We  cannot  criticise  what  our  author  says  of  the  expression 
"  the  Law  of  the  Lord  "  in  Amos  2.  4.  All  he  says  \a*'^It%8 
impossible  "  that  it  can  have  a  certain  meaning  ;  but  he  does 
not  give  us  the  slightest  inkling  wherein  the  "impossibility" 
consists.  We  feel  it  "  impossible  "  to  criticise  an  un-revealed 
"  impossibility.*'  And  we  may  add  that  what  we  have  already 
derived  from  Amos  4  and  5  shows  that  "  it  is  impossible  '*  to 
conceive  the  prophet  ignorant  of  divine  ritual. 

(2)  Our  author  gives  two  quotations  from  Hosea.  (a)  Of 
the  first,  viz.,  4.  6-8,  he  says  :  "  the  prophet  complains  bitterly 
that  the  priests  cultivate  the  system  of  sacrifices  instead  of  the 
Law  (Torah).*'  In  the  verses,  neither  "sacrifices"  nor  their 
"  system,"  is  ever  mentioned  I  What  kind  of  demonstration  is 
this  ?  Let  him  read  the  previous  verses  (1-5),  and  he  will  find 
that  the  people  are  denounced,  not  because  they  "  cultivate  the 
system  of  sacrifices,'*  but  "  because  there  is  no  truth,  nor  mercy , 
nor  knowledge  of  God  in  the  land ;  there  is  nought  but  swearing, 
and  breaking  faith,  and  killing,  and  stealing,  and  committing 
adultery  ** ;  it  is  lives  like  these  that  rouse  God*s  indignation, 
and  which  no  multiplication  of  sacrifices  can  render  acceptable. 
Let  him  read  the  immediately  following  verse  (9),  and  he  will 
find  the  same  :  "  I  will  punish  them  for  their  ways,  and  reward 
them  their  doings ^\'  the  "bitt^i:  complaint**  is  against  the- 
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monstroos  wickednesses  of  the  people.  Those  who  thus 
trampled  on  the  primary,  and  highest,  precepts  of  the  Law, 
would  not  shrink  from  transgressing  its  subordinate  require- 
ments of  ritual ;  and  the  illegitimacy  of  their  worship  seems 
obviously  implied  in  the  second  half  of  the  chapter  (12-19). 
Enough  that,  in  the  verses  which  our  author  quotes,  there  is 
not  the  faintest  approach  to  a  statement  of  his  principle  that 
God's  Law  "can  have  nothing  to  do"  with  His  people's 
worship :  it  may  have  to  do  with  far  higher  things,  but  it  may 
have  to  do  with  that  as  well. 

We  may  add  that  the  clause  "  I  will  reject  thee  from  being  a 
priest  to  Me  "  is  clearly  addressed,  not  to  the  priests  as  a  class, 
but  to  the  people  as  a  whole,  and  points  to  the  forfeiture  of  the 
fundamental  Mosaic  privilege,  "Te  shall  be  a  kingdom  of 
priests  unto  Me,  an  holy  nation  "  (Exod.  19.  6).  There  are 
probably  two  other  Mosaic  references  ;  "Thy people  are  as  they 
that  strive  with  the  priest"  seems  to  rest  on  the  Mosaic 
ordinance  as  to  incorrigible  evil-doers :  and  the  first  half 
of  verse  8  (though  its  meaning  is  very  uncertain)  may  have 
its  phraseology  suggested  by  the  Mosaic  ordinance  of  sin- 
oflfering.  So  far  is  Hosea  from  "knowing  nothing"  of  the 
Mosaic  legislation  I 

{h)  Our  author's  treatment  of  his  other  quotation  from  Hosea 
(8. 11, 12)  is  conspicuous  at  once  for  extreme  tenuity,  and  for 
audacity.  The  prophet  says,  "I  may  writb  for  him  the 
manifold  injunctions  of  My  laws "  :  Wellhausen  translates, 
"  How  many  soever  My  instructions  may  be  "  I  And,  having 
thus  emasculated  the  words,  he  criticises  them  thus :  "  This 
text  has  had  the  unmerited  misfortxme  of  being  forced  to  do 
service  as  a  proof  that  Hosea  knew  of  copious  writings  similar 
in  contents  to  our  Pentateuch."  No  doubt  the  text  proves  that 
Hosea  knew  of  "  copious  legal  writings  "  j  but,  if  you  suppress 
all  reference  to  the  "  writing,"  it  is  no  longer  the  same  text. 
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Wellhausen  elides  the  only  verb,  the  verb  "  to  write,"  which  the 
clause  contaioB,  and  then  boasts  that  there  is  no  reference  in 
the  clause  to  "  writing  "  !  That  is  not  a  game,  which  it  re- 
quires much  cleverness  to  play  at.  We  are  tempted  to  ask  if  it 
be  not  his  own  literary  failings,  that  have  led  him  to  impute 
such  awful  "redactions"  to  the  Jewish  writers?  Clearly, 
"  redaction  "  did  not  end  with  the  Exile.  The  only  "  unmerited 
misfortune,"  which  we  know  the  above  text  to  have  experienced, 
is  to  have  had  its  meaning  so  shamefully  suppressed  by  its 
professed  exegete. 

Here  also,  why  (as  in  Amos  6)  does  our  author  stop  hid 
quotation  so  soon  ?  Had  he  quoted  the  very  next  verse,  he 
would  have  let  his  reader  see  that  Hosea  makes  God  speak  of 
"  the  sacrifices  of  Mine  offerings,"  words  which  clearly  imply  a 
divine  regulation  of  sacrifice  ;  and  he  would  have  let  his  reader 
see  also  that  the  reason  why  "  the  Lord  accepteth  them  not," 
even  though  they  bring  His  awn  appointed  sacrifices,  is  because 
of  "  their  iniquity  "  and  "  their  sins."  By  teaching  thus,  Hosea 
puts  himself  in  exact  line  with  all  the  prophets. 

(3)  His  reference  to  Isaiah  (1.  10-20)  is  a  piece  of  sorry 
weakness.  Instead  of  needing  recondite  Hebrew  scholarship, 
we  venture  to  urge  that  the  attainments  of  any  average  Sabbath 
school  teacher  are  sufficient  to  enable  the  passage  to  be  read 
without  the  experience  of  any  stumbling-block.  There  is  not 
the  slightest  reference  to  the  origin  of  sacrifice  in  the  whole" " 
passage.  TEeprophers  whole  indrgnafcion  is  ^ncentred on  the 
monstrous  wickednesses,  with  which  the  offering  of  sacrifices  is 
accompanied.  Let  the  sacrifices  be  never  so  appropriate,  such 
externalities  can  never  be  acceptable,  so  long  as  the  whole 
heart,  and  the  whole  life,  are  full  of  unrighteousness  and  evil. 
God  will  not  be  mocked  with  the  shadow  for  the  substance. 
How  clear  is  this  made  when  we  look  at  the  nature  of  the 
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refonnation,  which  the  prophet  demands  I  His  call  is  not, 
(Jive  up  your  sacrifices,  but  Serve  Ood  in  honester  and  purer 
lives  :  "  Wash  you,  make  you  clean ;  put  away  the  evil  of  your 
doings  from  before  Mine  eyes ;  cease  to  do  evil,  learn  to  do  well ; 
seek  judgment,  relieve  the  oppressed,  judge  the  fatherless,  plead 
for  the  widow.*'  Further  down,  he  does  not  say,  If  you  will 
give  up  sacrificing,  all  will  be  well ;  nay,  he  says,  "  If  ye  be 
willing  and  obedient,  ye  shall  eat  the  good  of  the  land ;  but  if 
ye  refuse  and  rebel,  ye  shall  be  devoured  with  the  sword."  Such 
a  prescription  of  remedies  fits  in  most  accurately  with  the 
diagnosis  of  the  disease,  given  in  verse  4,  '^  ah  sinful  nation,  a 
people  laden  with  iniquity,  a  seed  of  evil-doers,  children  that 
deal  corruptly  ;  they  hAve  forsaken  the  Lord,  they  have  despised 
the  Holy  One  of  Israel,  they  are  gone  away  backward."  No 
multiplication  of  divinely-appointed  sacrifices  will  justify  a 
people,  against  whom  such  charges  can  be  established.  That  is 
the  inevitable  meaning  of  the  prophet's  verses,  a  meaning  which 
it  almost  requires  wilful  perversity  to  miss. 

It  is  curious  that  here  again  (as  in  Hosea  and  Amos)  our 
author  stops  his  quotation  so  soon.  He  quotes  only  verses 
II,  12,  but  had  he  gone  on  and  quoted  verses  13,  14,  he  would 
nave  sliown  the  passage  to  be  so  saturated  with  Levitical 
phraseology,  as  to  put  Isaiah's  reference  to  the  divinely 
appointed  Code  beyond  all  reasonable  question.  "Incense" 
(JcetoretJi),  "new  moons"  (chodhashim),  "proclaiming  convo- 
cations" {kara  mikra),  "set  feasts"  (moadhim),  "solemn 
assembly  "  (^atsarah),  are  among  the  most  distinctive  and  fun- 
damental of  the  sacrificial  expressions  of  Leviticus,  and  they 
are  all  crowded  into  these  two  un-quoted  verses  1  They 
prove  Isaiah's  knowledge  of,  and  reference  to,  Leviticus  to 
demonstration. 

We  will  just  add  that  the  opening  expression  of  the  whole 
passage  ("  of  what  worth  to  Me  ?  ")  in  verse  11,  may  be  shown, 
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from  the  analogy  of  another  occurrence  of  that  identical 
expression,  not  to  imply  that  the  sacrifices,  of  which  it  is  here 
used,  are  necessarily  evil  and  hateful.  The  words  are  lammah 
li;  and  the  same  words  oocor  in  Gen.  37.  46.  In  Isaiah,  God 
says,  "Of  what  worth  to  Me  your  (very)  sacrifices?"  in 
Genesis,  Rebecca  says,  "Of  what  worth  to  me  my  (very) 
life  ?  " — if  Jacob  take  a  wife  of  the  daughters  of  Cheth,  she 
would  rather  die  than  witness  such  a  union ;  so  she  says  to 
Isaac,  "  Of  what  use  would  life  be  to  me  then  ?  "  But  surely 
this  does  not  imply  that  her  "life"  was  an  evil  to  be  repro- 
bated I  or  that  it  was  not  a  precious  and  divine  "gift,"  to  be 
jealously  preserved  I  So,  if  God  sees  His  worshippers  multi- 
plying murders  and  oppressions  and  rebellions.  He  cries  out, 
"Of  what  use  to  Me,  in  such  circumstances,  are  the  very 
sacrifices  you  offer  to  Me?"  But  this  does  not  imply  that 
these  "sacrifices"  are  necessarily  evil,  any  more  than  was 
Rebecca's  "life."  "I  am  weary  of  my  life  because  of  the 
daughters  of  Cheth,"  says  Rebecca  :  and  so  God  says,  "  I  am 
weary  to  bear  your  appointed  feasts" — when  I  survey  your 
abominations. 

(4)  The  interrogatory  of  Micah  ("  He  hath  made  known  to 
thee  what  is  good  :  and  what  doth  the  Lord  require  of  thee  but 
to  do  justly,  and  to  love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  thy 
God  ? "),  which  our  author  says  is  of  "  conspicuous  signifi- 
cance," is  certainly  "  conspicuous  "  for  its  refutation  of  his  own 
absurdity.  Instead  of  disproving  a  divine  regulation  of  sacri- 
fice, the  interrogatory  is  almost  an  exact  quotation  from 
Deuteronomy,  a  book  which  is  saturated  with  divine  sacrificial 
req^mrement I  "And  now,  Israel,  what  doth  the  Lord  thy 
(Jod  require  of  thee  but  to  fear  the  Lord  thy  God,  to  walk  in 
all  His  ways,  and  to  love  Him,  and  to  serve  the  Lord  thy  God 
with  all  thy  heart  and  with  all  thy  soul  ?  .  .  .  .  Circumcise  the 
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foreskin  of  your  heart  ....  He  loveth  the  stranger ;  love  yd 
therefore  the  stranger,  for  ye  were  strangers  in  the  land  of 
Egypt "  (Dent.  10.  12-20).  If  these  can  be  put  forward,  as 
the  leading  landmarks  of  duty,  by  a  Code  which  represents  Gkxi 
as  scrupulous  in  the  regulation  of  bnrnt-oflfering  and  heave- 
offering,  of  tithe  and  firstling,  how  fatuous  to  point  to  Micah's 
recognition  of  the  same  leading  landmarks  as  a  proof  that  he 
regards  procedure  in  sacrifice  as  an  impossible  subject  for  a 
divine  law  ! 

(6)  The  last  of  his  five  prophets  is  Jeremiah.  He.  points  to 
two  texts  from  him.  (a)  "  In  6. 19  seq.  he  opposes  the  Tor  ah 
to  the  cultus."  He  does  no  such  thing.  He  opposes  the 
Torah  to  the  frightful  wickednesses  of  the  people.  The  sur- 
rounding context  emphasises  these  wickednesses,  "  Every  one  is 
given  to  covetousness":  "every  one  dealeth  falsely":  "they 
have  committed  abominations":  "they  are  all  grievous  re- 
volters,  going  about  with  slanders  "  :  "  they  all  of  them  deal 
corruptly."  It  is  these  practices  that  are  "opposed  to  the 
Torah""'  in  its  main  and  fundamental  requirements,  and  a 
pseudo-zeal  for  its  lesser  requirements  will  not  render  such  evil- 
doers guiltless.  ^ 

(Jb)  His  other  quotation  has  precisely  the  same  significance. 
"  I  spake  not  unto  your  fathers,  nor  commanded  them  in  the 
day  that  I  brought  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  concerning 
bumt-ofiferings  or  sacrifices ;  but  this  thing  I  commanded  them, 
saying.  Hearken  unto  My  voice,  and  I  will  be  your  God,  and 
ye  shall  be  My  people."  We  have  here  a  clear  declaration  that 
God's  great  requirement,^t  the  Exodus^  was  jiot  sacrifipialj  but 
moral :  and  no  declaration  could  fit  in  more  harmoniously  with 
the  whole  Mosaic  narrative  and  legislation.  Sacrifice  is  jnen.- 
tioned  as  a  reason  why  Pharaoh  juight.  Ifit-ihe.  people  leave. 
Egypt  for  three  days;   but  the  narrative  never  treats  that 
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sacrifice  as  God's  chief  req^uirement  of^  the  people  :  so  subordi- 
nate  is  it  that,  wten  the  emancipation  is  accomplished,  the 
narrative  does  not  even  state  whether  that  sacrifice  was  attended 
to  or  not  I  And,  when  the  Red  Sea  is  crossed,  there  is  a 
National  Song,  bat  not  a  National  Sacrifice,  recorded.  A  few 
days  afterwards,  at  Marah,  he  lays  down  a  covenant  for  the 
people,  of  which  the  condition  is  not,  "If  ye  will  multiply 
sacrifices,"  but  "  If  thou  wilt  diligently  hearken  to  the  voice  of 
the  Lord  thy  God,  and  wilt  do  that  which  is  right  in  His  eyes, 
and  wilt  give  ear  to  His  commandments  " — ^probably  the  very 
passage  which  Jeremiah  quotes.  When  Sinai  is  reached,  the 
same  pre-eminence  is  assigned  to  moral  obedience  :  "  Now, 
therefore,  if  ye  will  obey  My  voice  indeed,  and  keep  My  cove- 
nant." And  when,  in  the  next  chapter,  "  My  voice  '*  is  heard 
by  the  whole  trembling  camp  amid  the  thunderings  and  the 
lightnings,  what  is  its  primary  message  ?  Not  a  round  of 
sacrifices,  but  the  grand  promulgation  of  the  Ten  Command- 
ments I  These  only  do  all  the  people  hear  uttered  through 
God's  own  '*  voice  ":  fliese  only  are  traced  by  God's  own  finger 
on  the  rocky  tablets :  these  only  are  afterwards  enshrined  in 
the  Ark  as  God's  abiding  "  testimony."  Jeremiah,  therefore, 
is  most  accurately  reflecting  the  Mosaic  narrative  of  the  Exodus, 
when  he  represents  "  Hearken  unto  My  voice,  and  I  will  be 
your  God  "  as  the  very  basis  of  the  national  covenant.  The 
narrative  does  not  ignore  sacrifice:  it  makes  Moses  say  to 
Pharaoh  "  we  can  sacrifice  only  as  the  Lord  shall  command 
us":  after  the  Ten  Commandments  are  delivered,  it  makes 
Moses  receive  divine  commands  as  to  "  altars  of  earth  or  un- 
hewn stones  "  for  the  "sacrificing  of  sheep  and  oxen  "  :  but  the 
chief  and  all-embracing  importance  is  assigned,  not  to  Sacrifices, 
but  to  the  Moral  Law.  These  two  principles,  the  supremacy 
of  moral  obedience,  and  the  complete  subordination  of  ritual, 
are  the  full  explication  and  justification  of  Jeremiah's  words. 

8  2893.  N 
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When  Paul  says  '^  Christ  Bent  me  not  to  baptise,  bat  to  preach 
the  Grospel,"  does  he  mean  that  baptism  is  evil  ?  Shall  we 
parody  Wellhaasen,  and  say,  *'  No  stress  lies  upon  the  positive 
element  (the  Gospel)  here :  enough  that  at  all  events  Paul  is 
unacquainted  with  baptism,  as  a  Christ-appointed  ordinance  *'  ? 
We  know  that  Paul  submitted  to  the  ordinance,  and  preadied 
the  ordinance,  and  administered  the  ordinance,  which  he  might 
seem,  in  the  above  quotation,  to  scout :  his  full  and  simple 
meaning  is  that  the  (Jospel  is  infinitely  more  important  than 
baptism.  And  so,  when  Jeremiah  says,  ^^  Ood's  great  require- 
ment at  the  Exodus,  was  not  sacrifice,  but  moral  obedience,'' 
we  naturally  and  fully  explain  him,  when  we  learn  that  the 
Ten  Commandments  are  infinitely  more  important  than  all_ 
Leviticus.  ^ 

We  have  thus  examined  (much  more  fully  and  seriously,  we 
think,  than  our  author  himself)  every  one  of  his  quotations, 
and  we  have  urged  that  they  do  not  supply  the  faintest  proof 
that  the  prophets  regard  sacrifice  as  incapable  of  divine  r^ula- 
tion.  It  is  the  "  superstitious  over-estimate  "  of  sacrifice,  which 
they  denounce :  they  will  not  allow  the  minors  and  subordinates 
of  the  Law  to  compensate  for  the  repudiation  of  that  Law's 
principal  requirements :  it  is  the  horrid  wickednesses,  by  which 
sacrifice  is  accompanied,  and  not  the  mere  act  of  sacrificing, 
that  rouse  their  fierce  invective. 

If  we  do  not  close  the  present  chapter  here,  but  proceed  with 
some  further  considerations,  it  is  not  because  we  think  the 
foregoing  arguments  defective,  but  because  it  may  be  well  to 
give  the  Bible  student  some  additional  positive  outlines  of  the 
teaching  of  Scripture  on  the  important  topic  in  hand, — outlines 
which  will,  at  the  same  time,  converge  in  further  accentuating 
the  utter  ineflScacy  of  Wellhausen's  "  thesis." 
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n.  We  shall  first  notice  a  few  other  utterances  of  prophets, 
which  are  not  quoted  by  Wellhausen,  but  the  mere  reading  of 
which  will  at  once  corroborate  the  correctness  of  our  interpreta- 
tion of  Uie  passages,  ahready  criticised. 

(1)  The  last  two  passages  quoted  were  Jer.  6.  19  and 
Jer.  7.  21.  Mid-way  between  these,  occurs  the  following : 
*^  Will  ye  steal,  murder,  and  commit  adultery,  and  swear  falsely, 
and  bum  incense  unto  Baal,  and  walk  after  other  gods  whom 
ye  have  not  known,  and  come  and  stand  before  Me  in  this  house 
which  is  called  by  My  name  and  say,  We  are  delivered  ;  that 
ye  may  do  all  these  abominations "  (Jer.  7.  9,  10)  ?  This 
shows  clearly  that  there  is  a  national  service,  recognised  and 
(pointed  by  Ood  Himself,  a  service,  which  cannot  be  rendered 
at  a  multitude  of  high  places  indefinitely,  but  which  God  has 
rigorously  associated  with  a  definite  '^  house,"  which  is  ^^  called 
by  My  Name  "  :  the  context,  of  course,  abundantly  shows  this 
"  house  "  to  be  "  the  Temple  "  on  Zion,  with  its  ark  and  mercy- 
seat,  its  altar  and  priesthood.  The  quotation  also  makes  it 
clear  (one  would  fain  think  even  to  babes  and  sucklings)  that 
it  is  not  the  want  of  a  divine  appointment  that  vitiates  a 
national  service  in  the  Temple,  but  the  notorious  breaches  of 
both  tables  of  the  Decalogue,  by  which  the  worshippers  were 
characterised.  Let  them  cease  turning  '^  this  house  "  into  a 
"  den  of  robbers  "  (see  next  verse),  let  them  cease  from  those 
immoral  ^^abominations*'  which  were  turning  His  covenant 
with  Israel  to  utter  folly,  and  then  they  need  not  fear  but  '^this 
house,"  whose  service  He  has  chosen  and  r^ulated,  may  be 
acceptably  enough  approached.  How  could  He  call  a  "  temple  " 
by  His  "name,"  without  fixing  its  priesthood,  and  its  sacrifices  ? 
And  how  could  Jeremiah  make  it  more  un-mistakeable  that  it 
is  moral  pollutions  ("stealing,"  "murder,"  "adultery,"  and 
"falsehood")  and  idolatries  ("incensing  to  Baal,"  and  "walking 
after  other  gods  "),  and  not  the  mere  fact  of  Temple-entrance 
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or  sacrifice,  that  eonstitate  the  "  abominationB,"  which  he  de- 
nounces ?  His  two  verses  just  read  like  an  ancient  repudiation 
of  the  modem  doctrine  of  Indulgences.  **  We  are  delivered  " — 
tee  have  purchased  deliverance  or  indulgencey  by  our  formal 
Temple-services,  and  may  now  fill  our  daily  lives  with  what 
"  abominations  "  we  please. 

(2)  Two  verses  after  our  last  quotation,  we  read  :  "  But  go 
ye  now  unto  My  place,  which  was  in  Shiloh,  where  I  caused  My 
Name  to  dwell  at  the  first,  and  see  what  I  did  to  it  for  the 
wickedness  of  My  people  Israel"  (Jer.  7.  12).  Jeremiah's 
understanding  of  his  country's  history  is  that  the  **  Temple  " 
was  not  the  "first"  instance  of  God's  having  interposed,  to 
regulate  national  service :  instead  of  leaving  Israel  to  settle  how 
they  would  serve  Him,  "  just  as  other  gods  are  served  by  their 
subjects  "  (p.  56),  he  had  "  at  the  first "  expressly  established 
legitimacy  of  service  at  Shiloh :  and  the  reason,  why  the  services 
there  were  un-acceptable,  was,  not  the  want  of  divine  appoint- 
ment, but  "  the  wickedness  of  My  people  Israel."  Let  it  be 
kept  in  view  that,  if  Jeremiah  is  right  as  to  Shiloh,  that  single 
fact  is  enough  to  annihilate  Wellhausen's  "whole  position." 
And,  in  the  same  seventh  chapter  ofJeremiah^  we  have  just  seen 
how  he  professes  to  glorify  Jeremiah,  as  a  competent  witness  of 
what  occurred  in  the  days  of  Moses.  How  can  he  reject  his 
express  testimony,  borne  in  the  same  chapter,  to  what  occurred 
in  the  nearer  age  of  Joshua  ?  Centralised  legitimate  services  at 
Shiloh  are  expressly  asserted  by  Jeremiah,  and  they  are  the 
clear  confutation'of  tEe  Prolegomena, 

"(?}  Lel'us'go  back  from  Jeremiah  to  Hosea,  and  we  read  the 
following  :  "  For  I  desire  mercy,  and  not  sacrifice  ;  and  the 
knowledge  of  God  more  than  bumt-oflferings "  (Hos.  6.  6). 
We  could  not  have  a  plainer  support  for  (what  we  have  styled) 
Wellhausen's  "  orthodox  "  suggestion,  that  it  is  the  "  supersti- 
tious over-estimate "  of  sacrifice,  which  is  alone  condemned. 
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"Bumt-oflferings"  may  be  acceptable  enough  in  their  own 
place,  but,  if  they  are  made  pre-eminent,  if  they  are  put  before 
that "  knowledge  of  Gk)d,"  as  a  Moral  Governor,  which  is  the 
deepest  foundation  of  His  covenant  with  Israel,  then  they  have 
become  as  a  husk  without  a  kernel  ;  then,  being  presented  as  a 
cover  for  "  abominations,"  they  can  only  be  reprobated.  Gtoi 
may  "  desire  "  bumt-oflferings,  but  He  may  desire  something 
else  infinitely  "  more." 

(4)  Go  still  further  back  to  Samuel  (whom  "  all  Israel  knew 
to  be  established  as  a  prophet  of  the  Lord  ")  and  we  read : 
**  Hath  the  Lord  as  great  delight  in  burnt-offerings  and  sacri- 
fices, as  in  obeying  the  voice  of  the  Lord  ?  Behold,  to  obey  is 
better  than  sacrifice,  and  to  hearken,  than  the  fat  of  rams" 
(I  Sam.  16.  22).  We  have  here  precisely  the  same  teaching  : 
God  may  have  a  subordinate  "delight"  in  sacrifices,  but  He 
has  a  more  primary  and  ineradicable  **  delight "  in  obeying  the 
prescriptions  of  "  the  voice  "  from  Sinai :  it  were  irrational 
presumption  to  suppose  that  '^  the  fat  of  rams  "  can  please  the 
Thrice-Holy  One,  where  moral  obedience  is  withheld. 

(5)  The  greatest  of  all  Israel's  prophets,  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, points  back  to  our  quotation  from  Hosea,  as  an  abiding 
principle  to  guide  His  own  contemporaries  :  "  Go  ye  and  leam 
what  that  Scripture  meaneth,  I  will  have  mercy,  and  not 
sacrifice"  (Matt.  9.  13  ;  12.  7).  Our  Lord  certainly  lived 
under  the  Priestly  Code :  He  observed  its  "feasts" :  He  enforced 
a  jealous  respect  for  its  "offerings  which  Moses  commanded  "  : 
but  does  this  put  Him  out  of  sympathy  with  Hosea  ?  Nay,  He 
cannot  find  His  own  stand-point,  as  to  sacrifice,  more  appositely 
expressed  than  by  a  quotation  from  Hosea  I  So  much  for  the 
hallucination  that  a  knowledge  of  the  Priestly  Code  would  have 
made  the  early  prophets  reverse  their  teaching.  The  most 
celebrated  hallower  of  the  Priestly  Code  takes  His  sacrificial 
stand-point  (twice  over)  from  Hosea. 
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(6)  We  shall  make  only  one  other  reference,  in  thia  con- 
nection, and  it  is  to  the  Prophet  Joel.  We  do  not,  indeed,  need 
to  rely,  in  the  least,  on  this  prophet,  for  Wellhausen's  pro- 
phetic position  receives  a  plethora  of  refutation,  quite  apart 
from  Joel.  It  is  right  to  mention,  however,  that,  until  quite 
recent  years,  Joel  has  been  classed  as  one  of  the  very  earliest  of 
the  prophets,  older  even  than  Amos  or  Hosea.  There  seems  no 
good  ground  for  rejecting  this  classification,  which  his  position 
in  the  Canon  seems  to  indicate  as  the  settled  belief  of  the 
Jewish  Church :  and,  if  this  classification  prevails,  the  early 
knowledge  of  the  Priestly  Code  seems  undoubted  :  his_  allusions 
to  "the  ministers  of  the  altar,"  to  the  "blowing  (rf  the  trumpet," 
toTBe  "^  melal-oifering"''  and  "the  "  ffint-oflfering  "  of  "the 
Lord's  house  "  make  it  clear  that  he  was  acquainted  with  the 
so-caile3  Priestist.  Whether  it  be  in  order  to  get  dear  of  these 
demonstrations  or  not,  there  have  been  laboured  efforts  recently, 
by  the  "  Higher  Critics,"  to  bring  Joel  down  to  a  much  later 
date,  and  even  to  post-Exilic  times.  It  seems  unnecessary  to 
cumber  our  pages  with  this  discussion,  because  (as  explained) 
the  refutation  appears  complete,  without  Joel.  The  facts  stated, 
however,  may  be  useful  in  illustrating  the  absolute  unwavering- 
ness,  with  which  the  "  critics  "  have  to  rely  on  their  subjective 
inferences  ;  for,  if  Joel  lived  when  his  own  fellow-countrymen 
seem  to  have  thought  he  lived,  Wellhausen's  whole  edifice 
collapses. 

The  following,  from  the  article  "Joel,"  in  the  Encj/clopcedia 
Britannicay  by  the  editor,  is  at  once  an  excellent  approach  to 
circular  reasoning,  and  also  an  excellent  indication  of  the  for- 
midableness  of  Joel  as  a  witness :  "In  fact  all  who  place  the 
Levitical  legislation  later  than  Ezekiel  are  agreed  that  the  Book 
of  Joel  is  also  IcUe  "  I  And  so  "  All  who  place  the  building  of 
Troy  in  the  Christian  era  are  agreed  that  the  book  of  Homer  is 
also  late."     It  is  also  urged  (in  the  same  article)  that  the 
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rebuilding  of  ^'the  wiJis*^  of  JeroBalem  iy  Nehemiah  most 
have  preceded  Joel's  day,  seeing  that  the  prophet  (2.  9)  says  of 
the  invaders  ^^  they  ran  upon  the  wall "  I  Had  the  city  no 
"  walls  "  before  the  Captivity  ?  And  how  did  Nehemiah  view 
^  the  walls  that  were  hrokm  down  *'  (3.  13),  if  they  had  not 
once  stoody  as  an  ancient  and  stable  defence  of  the  city  ?  There 
seems  nothing  to  shake  the  probability  that  Joel  was  the  earliest 
prophet  in  Jadah,  contemporary  witrHoiS  in  Israel ;  and  his 
successive  references  to  a  divinely  centralised^  and  regulated 
service  m  the  Temple  are  indisputable. 

III.  Our  next  criticism,  on  Wellhausen's  prophetic  position, 
is  founded  on  the  contents  of  his  Jehovistic  Oode.  The  various 
parts  of  his  ^'  thesis  "  must  hang  together  ;  else  they  are  not  fit 
for  acceptance.  Now,  part  of  his  '^  thesis  "  is  that,  during  all 
the  ministries  of  the  five  early  prophets,  whom  he  quotes,  the 
Jehovistic  Code  was  a  well-known  document.  We  saw  that  he 
fixed  its  promulgation  ^'in  the  first  centuries  of  the  divided 
kingdom  *'  (p.  32) ;  and  he  holds  that  it  came  out  rather  before 
the  prophets,  than  after  them.  He  must,  therefore,  hold  that 
the  denunciations  of  the  people's  sacrifices,  in  which  the  prophets 
indulge,  is  quite  compatible  with  their  knowledge,  and  their 
recognition,  of  Exod.  20 — 23  and  34,  as  divine  law.  But  what 
have  we  in  these  chapters  ?  We  have  clear  sacrificial  r^ula^ 
tions  laid  down  as  from  Ood,  "An  altar  of  earth  sEalt  thou 
make  unto  Me,  and  shalt  sacrifice  thereon  thy  burnt-offerings 
and  thy  peace-offerings.''  "Three  times  shalt  thou  keep  a 
feast  unto  Me  in  the  year."  "  Thou  shalt  not  offer  the  blood  of 
My  sacrifice  with  leavened  bread ;  neither  shall  the  fat  of  My 
feast  remain  xmtil  the  morning.'*  He  cannot,  therefore,  escape 
the  dilemma  that  the  sacrificial  denunciations,  on  which  he 
builds,  co-existed  with  the  divine  prescription  of  altar,  and 
sacrifice,  and  feast,  and  ritual  detail.    With  what  consistency. 
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therefore,  can  he  urge  that  they  could  not  co-exist  with  Leviti- 
euB  ?  His  point  is  that  "  anything  in  the  remotest  degree 
resembling  a  ritual  legislation"  (p.  57)  could  not  have  been 
known  to  the  prophets;  that  they  could  "never  have  once 
dreamed  of  the  possibility  of  cul tus  being  made  the  subject  of 
Jehovah's  directions  "  (p.  57)  :  and  yet,  on  his  own  showing," 
there  was  a  code,  with  feasts  and  sacrifices  pointedly  regulated 
by  God,  reigning  all  the  while  I 

lY.  We  shall  next  ask  the  Bible  student  to  accompany  us  to 
the  post-Exilic  prophets,  and  see  if  we  discover  any  un-mistake- 
able  contrast  between  their  teaching  and  the  teaching  of  their 
early  predecessors.  The  spirit  of  Ezekiel  and  of  the  Priestly 
Code  has  risen  up  as  a  wall  of  separation  between  the  two 
groups  (between  the  earlier,  and  the  later,  prophets)  :  should 
we  not  naturally  expect  this  out-standing  fact  to  be  reflected  in 
their  writings  ?  If  the  evolution  is  not  a  farce,  it  should  show 
itself  here.  It  will  not  be  difficult  to  show  that,  instead  of 
contrast,  there  is  seemly  harmony  between  the  two  groups. 

(1)  We  take  first  Zechariah,  and  we  confine  ourselves  to 
Chapters  1 — 8,  r^arding  whose  date  no  critical  difficulty  has 
been  raised.  We  point,  first,  to  the  fact  that,  throughout  these 
chapters,  the  prophet  does  not  make  a  solitary  reference  to 
Levitical  ordinances,  as  2  they  were  creations  of  his  own  day, 
and  as  if  they  cut  his  cbiilempoSiries  off  from  what  had  been 
Jehovah's  arrangements,  under  former  prophets.  This  fact  is, 
of  itself,  significant  But  there  is  more  than  this.  He  exr 
pressly  identifies  his  oum  mission  as  a  prolongation  of  the  cries 
of  "  the  former  prophets  "  :  "  Should  ye  not  hear  the  words 
which  the  Lord  hath  cried  by  the  former  prophets,  when  Jeru- 
salem was  inhabited  and  in  prosperity  ?  "  (Zech.  7.  7.)  And, 
when  he  straightway  follows  up  that  appeal  by  a  declaration  of 
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his  own  in  Jehovah^s  name,  what  ia  it  but  this  :  *^  And  the 
word  of  the  Lord  came  nnto  Zechariah,  saying,  Thus  hath  the 
Lord  of  hosts  spoken,  saying,  Execnte  trae  jadgment,  and  show 
mercy  and  compassion  every  man  to  his  brother  ;  and  oppress 
not  the  widow  nor  the  fatherless  "  (7.  8-10)  ?  What  is  this 
but  Micah's  "  do  justly  and  love  mercy  and  walk  humbly  with 
thy  God  "  ?  Shall  we  say  that  it  proves  that  it  was  "  well- 
known  "  to  Zechariah  ^^  that  sacrifices  are  not  what  the  Law  of 
the  Lord  contains  "  (p.  58)  ?  That  ought  to  be  Wellhausen's 
verdict  on  a  prophet,  who  wrote  long  after  Ezekiel !  His 
"Thus  hath  the  Lord  of  hosts  spoken"  is  identical  with 
Micah's  *'  He  hath  shown  thee,  0  man,  what  is  good."  Clearly, 
one  Law  suffices  for  them  both. 

"With  equal  emphasis,  in  the  following  chapter,  when  he  gives 
to  the  restored  of  Judah  an  outline  of  how  they  may  best  retain 
the  divine  blessing,  he  does  not  bid  them  observe  carefully  a 
newly-estabUshed  Levitical  ritual ;  he  has  a  more  excellent  way 
for  them  :  *^  These  are  the  things  which  ye  shall  do ;  speak  ye 
every  man  truth  with  his  neighbour,  execute  the  judgment  of 
truth  and  peace  in  your  gates ;  and  let  none  of  you  imagine  evil 
in  your  hearts  against  his  neighbour  ;  and  love  no  false  oath ; 
for  all  these  are  things  that  I  hate,  saith  the  Lord  "  (8. 16,  17). 
If  one,  steeped  in  the  atmosphere  of  Priestism,  can  thus  enforce 
the  Moral  Law  as  Ood's  main  requirement,  to  the  practical 
e£Facement  of  a  new  (as  our  author  deems  it)  and  elaborate 
ritual,  shall  we  be  told  that  an  Isaiah,  or  an  Amos,  could  not 
know  Leviticus,  when  they  make  "  seeking  judgment  and 
relieving  the  oppressed,"  "  hating  the  evil  and  loving  the  good 
and  establishing  judgment  in  the  gate,"  as  requirements,  so 
paramount  that  the  disregard  of  them  turned  '^  solemn  assem- 
blies," and  the  "  fat  of  fed  beasts,"  to  "  abomination "  ? 
Zechariah  avowedly  prolongs  the  cry  of  "  the  former  prophets," 
instead  of  proclaiming  that  t?ieir  Law  is  now  abrogated :  like 
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them,  he  teaches  (8. 19)  that  it  is  onlj  thioagh  '^  loving  truth 
and  peace  "  that  even  appointed  **  feasts  "  can  be  acceptably 
observed  :  he  has  not  the  slightest  implication,  or  glorification, 
of  a  new-discovered  priestism :  and,  in  a  post-£xilic  age,  he 
makes  ^'hearkening  to  Qod's  voice"  the  pivot  of  acceptance, 
with  the  same  supremacy  as  Jeremiah  assigns  to  it  in  Qtod^s 
dealings  with  the  fathers  at  the  Ezodns.  Morality  thus  reigns 
unchanged  from  Exodus  to  Exile. 

We  shall  just  add  that,  between  the  two  quotations  we  have 
given,  Zechariah  describes  Grod  as  ^  jealous /tt  Zion  with  great 
jealousy*' :  and  how  does  He  show  His  "jealousy"  for  that 
priestly  hill  ?  Is  it  through  a  divinely-prescribed  ritual  being, 
for  the  first  time,  set  up  on  the  mount  ?  Nay,  it  is  the  hallow- 
ing of  Moral  Law,  that  is  to  be  the  pre-eminent  splendour  of 
the  mountain :  ^'I  am  returned  unto  Zion  and  will  dwell  in  the 
midst  of  Jerusalem ;  and  Jerusalem  shall  be  called  the  city 
of  truth  ;  and  the  mountain  of  the  Lord  of  hosts  the  holy 
mountain"  (8.  2-3).  If  Levitical  ritual  was  a  new  thing, 
clearly  "truth"  and  "holiness"  were  older  and  better  far. 
Nothing  could  show  more  clearly  the  identity  of  Zechariah's 
stand-point  with  that  of  the  Isaiahs  and  Micahs  of  former 
days.  It  is  not  "the  wtieny  and  the  where^  and  the  how,  of 
sacrifice"  that  he  regards  as  the  chief  glory  of  Zion,  even 
under  Ezekiel's  "programme";  it  is  "truth,"  and  "compas- 
sion," and  "  love,"  and  "  holiness." 

(2)  His  contemporary,  Haggai,  is  full  of  the  re-building  of 
"  the  Lord^s  house,"  but  he  drops  no  hint  of  an  elaborate 
divine  ritual  being  about,  for  the  first  time,  to  be  introduced 
into  it.  Why  is  he  so  silent  about  a  revolution,  which  he  must 
have  known?  Is  it  not  odd  that  Wellhausen  can  see  the 
revolution  so  clearly,  and  Haggai  should  "  know  nothing  "  of 
it  ?      Why  does  he  not  urge  the  inauguration  of  Ezekiel's 
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'^  programme  "  ?  He  has  to  multiply  considerations  to  make 
the  boilders  shake  off  their  lethargy:  he  speaks  of  ^Hhis 
house,"  which  they  are  in  building,  being  "  filled  with  glory,** 
and  far  eclipsing  the  '^  former  house  '* :  why  does  he  never 
once  dwell  on  the  introduction  of  that  mysterious  creation 
from  Babylon,  which  the  first  Temple  never  knew,  but  which 
our  "  Higher  Critics  "  have  discovered,  in  the  second  Temple, 
as  the  very  alpha  and  omega  of  its  existence?  Was  it 
fair  to  leave  the  acme  of  the  evolution  of  a  thousand  years 
so  un-utilised,  and  so  un-oekbrated  ? — spedally,  when  he 
was  actually  in  seardi  of  arousing  novelties,  to  stir  a  waning 
enthusiasm  I 

It  is  even  worse  when  we  add  Uiat  he  does,  on  one  occasion, 
draw  an  illustration  from  small  ritualistic  details  in  Leviticus, 
and  then  applies  th^n  in  language,  whose  sacrificial  tone  and 
stand-point  are  identical  with  those  of  our  author's  five  chosen 
witnesses  among  the  early  prophets.  In  2. 12,  18,  he  refers  to 
some  minute  Levitical  laws  of  defilement,  obviously  not  as  new 
inventions,  but  as  well-known  and  immemorial  prescriptions. 
Be  that  as  it  may,  he  follows  up  the  reference  by  saying,  in 
verse  14,  ^^  So  {i.e.  so  defiled)  is  this  people  unto  Me,  and  so  is 
every  work  of  their  hands ;  and  that  which  they  offer  (here 
(i.e.  at  the  altar)  is  unclean."  Whether  the  Law  was  as  old  aq 
Moses,  or  only  as  old  as  Ezekiel,  really  matters  not ;  it  wa^ 
undoubtedly  known,  and  reigning ;  and  yet  here  is  Haggai 
denouncing  offerings,  presented  under  that  divinely  appointed 
Law,  as  unworthy  of  divineliJoeptance,  and  rejected  by  God  as 
^'  unclean  '*  I  Shall  we  take  up  Wellhausen's  parable,  and  say, 
"Oertamly  the  prophet  could  not  possibly  have  uttered  such 
language  if  the  sacrificial  worship  had,  according  to  any 
tradition  whatever,  passed  for  being  specifically  Mosaic  (%.$,  of 
divine  appointment)."  That  is  what  he  says,  when  Isaiah 
describes  the  sacrifices  as  ^'vain":   why  does  he  not  say  the 
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same,  when  Haggai  describes  them  as  ^'  on-clean  *'  ?  The 
stand-point  of  the  two  prophets  is  identical :  sacrifices  may  be 
never  so  legitimate,  but,  if  the  lives  and  works  of  the  offerers 
be  "  abomination,"  God  will  "  hate  "  and  will  "  despise  "  their 
very  offerings. 

(8)  It  will  not  be  difficult  to  show  how,  on  this  point, 
Malachi  re-echoes  the  sentiments  of  all  his  predecessors  in  pre- 
Exilic  days.  With  scorching  indignation,  he  denounces  the 
priests  and  their  sacrifices^  though  they  were  of  undoubted  divine 
appointment  Take  as  a  sample  :  "  I  have  no  pleasure  in  you, 
neither  will  I  accept  an  offering  at  your  hand"  (Mai.  1.  10). 
Could  language  show  more  clearly  that  Leviticus  may  be  estab- 
lished, in  all  its  minuteness,  and  in  the  name  of  God,  and  yet 
that  priest  and  people  may  be  so  unholy  in  heart  and  life,  that 
God  will  take  "  no  pleasure  "  in  them,  and  will  not  "  accept  an 
offering  "  at  their  hand  ?  That  is  precisely  the  moral  teaching 
of  the  stem  old  prophets, — ^teaching,  we  ai'e  assured,  that  ren- 
dered their  acquaintance  with  Leviticus  incredible  I 

We  may  add  that,  while  Malachi  glorifies  the  priests  of  his 
day  as  inheritors  of  "God's  covenant  with  im,"  it  is  not 
ritualistic,  but  moral,  faithfulness,  which  he  describes  as  the 
chief  glory  of  Levites.  "  My  covenant  with  him  was  life  and 
peace  :  .  .  .  Hie  law  of  truth  was  in  his  mouth,  and  un- 
righteousness was  not  found  in  his  lips ;  he  walked  with  Me  in 
peace  and  uprightness  and  did  turn  many  away  from  iniquity  " 
(Mai.  2.  5,  6).  Leviticus,  we  are  to  suppose,  was  to  Malachi  a 
full-blown  novelty,  it  was  an  un-exampled  thing  in  divine  pre- 
scriptions, compared  with  all  pre-Exilic  experience ;  and  yet 
even  "Levi"  he  presents  as  signalised,  not  by  "burnt-offerings" 
land  "  calves  of  a  year  old,"  not  by  "  thousands  of  rams  "  and 
'*  ten  thousands  of  rivers  of  oil,"  but  by  "  truth  "  and  "  peace  " 
and  "  uprightness."    Why  might  not  Jeremiah  and  Micah  and 
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Isaiah  equally  know  Leviticus,  and  yet  give  morality  the  same 
pre-eminence  as  the  post-Exilic  Malachi  ? 

We  may  add  one  more  quotation,  to  show  that,  instead  of 
r^arding  perfection  as  coming  through  Leviticus,  it  is  through 
a  divine  "purification  of  the  sons  of  Levi"  that  Malachi 
expects  acceptable  service,  or  "  offerings  in  righteousness,"  to 
be  secured.  "  Then  shall  the  offering  of  Judah  and  Jerusalem 
be  pleasant  unto  the  Lord,  h&'mthe  days  of  old,  and  as  in  ancient 
years  ^^  (Mai.  3.  8,  4).  Could  we  wish  more  suggestive  proof 
at  once  of  the  antiquity  of  sacrifice  (it  belongs  to  "  the  days  of 
old  "),  and  of  Malachi's  identity  of  moral  stand-point  with  his 
prophetic  predecessors  ?  There  is  "  not  the  faintest  trace,"  on  i 
the  pages  of  any  post-Exilic  prophet,  of  the  fantastic  doctrine  , 
that  divine  regulation  of  sacrifice  began  with  Ezekiel.  And, 
than  this,  there  could  not  be  a  more  significant  confutation  of 
our  author's  "  thesis  "  r^arding  the  early  prophets. 

V.  Before  leaving  the  post-Exilic  prophets  it  occurs  to  us  to 
give  the  Bible  student  a  sample  of  how  easy  it  were  to  multiply 
such  feats  of  Imagination,  as  constitute  his  chief  stumbling- 
block  on  the  pages  of  Wellhausen.  In  this  section,  we  shall 
point  to  a  momentous  discovery,  obtained  by  the  methods  of 
exact  "  science,"  though  it  has  not  yet  figured  on  any  of  the 
pages  of  the  "  Higher  Criticism."  And,  if  we  are  engaged  in 
trying  to  demolish  many  of  Wellhausen's  imaginary  positions, 
it  may  be  some  compensation  if  we  supply  him  with  a  real 
stronghold,  from  which  he  cannot  be  driven.  The  discovery, 
to  which  we  refer,  is  that  the  Book  of  Leviticus  was  unknown 
to  Malachi,  and  that  its  proper  place  is  at  the  very  close  of  the 
Old  Testament  Canon. 

We  reach  this  remarkable  result  as  follows.  (1)  The  prophet 
Malachi  rebukes  the  priests  of  his  day,  with  sustained  scorn, 
for  placing  unsuitable,  because  imperfect,  animals  on  God's 
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altar :  instead  of  using  the  best  and  most  on-blemished  animals, 
they  sacrificed  the  "  blind  "  and  the  "  lame,"  and  the  "  sick," 
and  the  **  torn"  (Mai.  1,  6-8  and  18,  14).  This  was  a  daring 
breach  of  Leviticos  :  ^^  Whatsoev^  hath  a  blemish,  that  shall 
ye  not  offer":  "It  shall  be  perfect  to  be  accepted":  "Blind 
or  broken  or  maimed  or  having  a  wen  or  scurvy  or  scabbed  ye 
shall  not  offer  these  unto  the  Lord"  (Lev.  22.  20-22).  Now, 
Malachi  never  makes  the  slightest  appeal  to  these  prohibitions : 
can  it  be  believed  that  he  knew  Leviticus,  and  was  silent  r^ard- 
ing  them  ?  If  divine  r^^tion  of  sacrifice  was  unknown  to 
previous  ages,  if  it  was  only  recently  that  God  had  come  forth 
in  a  character  which  the  holiest  of  former  prophets  would  have 
abhorred,  and  if  He  could  now  be  quoted  as  taking  an  interest 
in  sacrifice,  down  to  the  very  sex  and  vigour  of  the  victims,  is 
it  conceivable  that  Malachi  would  not  have  utilised  this  apt 
and  un-exampled  fact,  in  his  "polemic"  against  the  priestly 
praxis  of  his  day  ? 

(2)  This  presumption  rises  to  certainty,  when  we  consider  that 
Malachi  does  seek  to  "  fill  himself  with  argument,"  though  he 
leaves  the  foregoing  resistless  argument  un-used.  He  appeals 
to  natural  reason,  to  the  usages  of  civil  society,  to  secure  the 
condenmation  of  the  priesthood.  "Present  it  now  unto  thy 
governor :  will  he  be  pleased  with  thee  ?  or  will  he  accept 
thy  person  ?  saith  the  Lord  of  hosts "  (MaL  1.  8).  Malachi 
here  confines  himself  to  analogical  reasoning:  he  fancies  a 
"  blind  "  or  "  broken  "  beast  offered  to  a  mere  earthly  prince  or 
governor,  and  how  soon  would  it  be  scorned  I  Shall  we  then 
profane  the  Prince  in  Heaven  by  offering  Him  what  were 
contemptible  in  a  fellow-earthworm's  eye?  Would  Malachi 
thus  have  perilled  his  case  on  a  probability^  if  he  knew  that  he 
had  the  re-iterated  statements  of  a  Leviticus,  giving  him  a 
"  thus  saith  the  Lord,"  for  victory  ? 

(8)  Nay,  his  argument,  in  the  above-quoted  verse,  suggests  a 
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finner  defence  still,  behind  which  we  can  entrench  onrselves. 
Observe  the  concluding  clause,  "  Will  he  accept  thy  person  ? 
mith  the  Lord  of  hoats^  Gknl  %8  introduced  as  speaking,  but 
He  evidently  feels  that  His  province  of  conviction  is  limited  : 
it  will  never  do  for  Him  to  issue  a  sacrificial  conunand :  but 
He  will  go  the  furthest  that  He  may  :  He  will  point  out  the 
unsuitableness  of  "  lame  "  or  "  torn  "  offerings  for  a  mere  earthly 
"  governor,"  and  trust  to  the  sanctified  common  sense  of  the 
priesUiood  drawing  the  appropriate  inference,  as  regards  Him- 
self. As  though  He  had  said :  ^'  It  has  been  known  since  the 
world  b^an,  it  has  been  known  since  Abraham  was  called,  and 
since  Moses  legislated,  that  I  cannot  interfere  with  sacrifice ;  I 
must  leave  Israel,  on  this  matter,  to  treat  Me  as  ^  other  gods  * 
are  treated  by  their  *  subjects ':  I  would  make  My  old  prophets 
turn  in  their  graves,  if  I  prescribed  '  anything  in  the  least 
degree  resembling  ritual ':  but  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  Me 
pointing  out  human  analogies  :  and  I  therefore  do  what  I  can 
to  secure  iMX)priety,  by  inviting  earnest  attention  to  the  pro- 
prieties of  earthly  courts."  Can  it,  for  one  moment,  be  imagined 
that  God  would  occupy  such  a  low  and  ineffective  platform,  if 
He  had  a  higher  and  more  convincing  platform  on  which  He 
could  securely  place  Himself  ?  If  it  was  quite  in  His  power  to 
issue  sacrificial  prescriptions,  and  if  a  book  existed,  in  which 
He  had  multiplied  such  restrictions  in  the  most  stringent 
manner,  can  we  suppose  that  civil  proprieties  would  have  been 
left  to  plead  alone?  and  that  neither  God  nor  His  prophet 
would  have  strengthened  these  proprieties  by  the  unapproach- 
able sanction  of  a  divine  command  ? 

(4)  The  conclusion  is  inevitable  :  Malachi  "  knows  nothing  " 
of  Leviticus:  neither  here,  nor  in  his  reference  to  "  tithes  "  does 
he  ever  quote  it.  ^^  There  is  no  other  possibility ;  for  he  cannot 
have  forgotten  »Y"  (p.  66).  We  thus  reach  a  position  distinctly 
in  advance  of  Wellhansen,  a  position  of  "Highest,"  and  not  of 
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"  Higher,"  criticism  :  Wellhanseii  ventured  far,  but  his  courage 
I  failed  him  of  the  goal.   The  true  view  of  the  Levitical  Law,  in 
which  alone  "  science  "  can  rest,  is  that  not  merely  Moses  and 
,  Samuel,  not  merely  David  and  Josiah,  not  merely  Ezekiel  and 
\  Ezra,  had  never  heard  of  it,  but  that  Malachi,  the  last  of  the 
I  prophets,  the  writer  of  the  closing  instalment  of  Old  Testament 
Scripture,  had  laid  aside  his  pen,  before  this  much-misunder- 
\  stood  Leviticus  was  introduced  to  Israel. 
•     We  commend  the  foregoing  "scientific"  analysis  (or  con- 
glomerate of  nonsense,  whichever  he  prefers  to  call  it)  to  the 
Bible  student,  as  a  very  favourable  specimen  of  the  "  fantastic 
tricks,"  which  "  critics,  dress'd  in  a  little  brief  acumen,"  may 
"  play "  with  Scripture  (or  with  any  other  book)  when  they 
surrender  themseves  to — Imagination.    And  we  seriously  aver 
that  our  proof,  that  Leviticus  is  not  merely  post-Exilic,  but 
post-Malachian,  is  not  a  whit  more  fatuous,  than  the  proof  that 
Joel  was  post-Nehemian  because  he  describes  the  enemy  as 
running  upon  "  the  wall^''  nor  than  the  pompous  proofs  (with 
which  we  are  at  present  occupied)  that  Leviticus  is  post- 
Jeremian,  and  post-Isaian,  because  these  prophets  represent 
God  as  repudiating  the  sacrifices  of  hypocrites. 

YI.  In  this  section,  we  shall  notice  some  other  difficulties,  or 
contradictions,  which  seem  to  surround  our  author's  prophetic 
exegesis  :  and  then,  in  a  concluding  section,  we  shall  illustrate 
how  unwarranted  is  his  literdlisation  of  the  early  prophets' 
language.  First,  as  to  some  remaining  difficulties,  or  contra- 
dictions. 

(1)  How  is  his  view  of  prophetic  teaching  reconcileable  with 
another  fundamental  part  of  his  theory,  that  sacrifice  is  a 
natural  duty  of  man,  constituting  "  the  main  part  of  worship  " 
all  the  world  over  ?  If  that  be  a  true  view  of  sacrifice,  "  why 
should  it  be  thought  a  thing  incredible"  that  Ood  should 
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regulate  it  ?  He  makes  the  prophets  shrink,  as  from  the 
tonch  of  pitch,  from  the  bare  notion  that  God  conld  prescribe 
a  ritnal.  Why  such  shrinking  ?  Would  God  have  been  for- 
getting His  dignity,  or  acting  unreasonably,  in  affording 
ritualistic  guidance  ?  The  position  is  surely  extremely  singular 
— so  singular  that  our  author  cannot  avoid  contradiction, 
on  the  same  page,  in  stating  it.  Sacrifice  '*is  an  idle  and 
arbitrary  worship"  (p.  57),  but,  on  the  same  page,  sacrifice 
is  a  worship  which  "  mi^t  be,"  and  it  is  "  the  natural  and 
(like  prayer)  universally  current  expression  of  religious  hom- 
age "  (p.  67).  Assuming  the  latter  view  to  be  correct,  why 
should  God  shrink  from  r^ulating  it?  The  other  "re- 
ligious homage"  to  which  he  refers,  that  of  "prayer,"  was 
susceptible  of  divine  regulation  by  Him  who  said,  "After  this 
manner,  therefore,  pray  ye."  Why  should  the  prophets  deem 
it  a  perfect  enormity  to  think  that  G^  could  have  said  to 
Moses  in  the  wilderness, "  After  this  manner,  therefore,  sacrifice 
ye "  ?  The  probability,  and  the  seemliness,  and  the  very 
rationality  seem  to  pull  one  way,  but  the  fearful  "  roars  "  of 
these  early  prophets  tug  the  other  way  I  People  are  apt  to 
think  of  our  "  Higher  Critics  "  as  great  zealots  for  righteousness, 
as  snapping  the  bands  of  superstition,  and  as  pioneering  us 
into  a  land  of  truth,  and  consistency,  and  reality :  it  would  be 
nearer  the  mark  often  to  represent  them  as  causelessly  inventing 
vapid  contradiction. 

(2)  His  exegesis  seems  also  to  start  up  other  contradictions 
from  the  verses  with  which  it  deals,  {a)  If  he  is  faithful  to  it, 
he  must  hold  that "  the  Sabbath  "  was  an  abomination  in  God's 
sight,  for  Isaiah  includes  it  with  "  the  blood  of  bullocks  "  and 
"incense'^  and "^ new'  moons,^  as  things  abhorrent  in  God's 
sight  I  Shall  we  say  that  "  Isaiah  certainly  could  not  have 
uttered  such  language  if  the  Sabbath  appointment  had  accord- 
ing to  any  tradition  whatever  dated  from  Creation "  (p.  68)  ? 
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(i)  Then  ^^  prayer  ^'  also,  that  ^^  natural  and  universal  religious 
homage,^^  must  be  held  execrable  in  God's  sight,  for  Isaiah 
makes  the  prayers  of  the  people  as  hateful  to  God  as  the 
"burnt-offerings  of  their  rams."  "And  when  ye  spread  forth 
your  hands,  I  will  hide  Mine  eyes  from  you :  yea,  when  ye  make 
many  prayers  I  will  not  hear  :  your  hands  are  full  of  blood." 
Unless  our  author  is  to  be  allowed  a  standing  patent  for 
inconsistency,  he  cannot  escape  the  conclusion  that  Isaiah  holds 
prayer,  as  an  ordinance,  to  be  hateful  to  God.  (c)  Public 
gatherings  for  worship  must  also  be  held  to  be  condemned,  for 
both  Amos  and  Isaiah  rank  "  solenm  assemblies,"  and  "  feasts," 
among  the  iniquitous  objects  of  God's  hatred,  (d)  Musical 
accompaniments  in  God's  service  must  also,  in  the  prophetic 
teaching,  have  shared  God's  hatred:  for,  immediately  after 
repudiating  "feasts"  and  "solenm  assemblies,"  Amos  intro- 
duces Jehovah  as  crying,  "  Take  thou  away  from  Me  the  noise 
of  thy  songs ;  for  I  will  not  hear  the  melody  of  thy  viols." 
The  Psalms  encourage  a  "  loud  noise "  on  God's  behalf ;  and 
the  "  noise  "  of  the  grateful  worshippers  "  was  heard  afar  off  " 
in  Ezra's  day.  But  the  prophets  knew  better,  (e)  Even 
entrance  into  the  Temple  must  be  voted  hateful,  for  Isaiah  and 
Jeremiah  include  "  appearing  before  Me,"  and  "  trampling  My 
courts,"  and  "standing  in  this  house  which  is  called  by  My 
name,"  among  the  reprobated  services.  How  can  "  I "  choose 
a  house,  and  give  it  "  My  "  name,  if  it  is  sinful  for  its  sacrifices 
to  enjoy  "  My  '*  choice  and  r^ulation  ?  If  Wellhausen 
were  to  urge  that  "Temple"  and  "songs"  and  "solenm 
assemblies"  and  "prayers"  and  "Sabbaths"  were  quite  ac- 
ceptable to  G^  if  used  aright,  and  that  it  is  only  their 
intolerable  abuse  that  the  prophets  condemn,  we  would  at  once 
agree  with  him  :  but  we  would  immediately  follow  up  our 
agreement  by  asking,  Why  not  apply  the  same  reasoning  to 
"  sacrifices  "  ? 
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(3)  He  is  ooufronted  also  with  the  fact  that  the  prophets, 
from  whom  he  quotes,  are  unanimous  and  decided  in  pointing 
to  a  recognised  "  covenant "  and  "  Law  of  (Jod,"  of  which  the 
people's  evil  practices  are  a  repudiation.  God  had  not  "left 
Himself  without  a  witness."  "  Hear  the  word  of  the  Lord,  ye 
rulers  of  Sodom  ;  give  ear  unto  the  Law  of  our  Oody  ye  people 
of  Qomorrha"  (Isai.  1.  10).  **I  will  bring  evil  upon  this 
people,  even  the  fruit  of  their  thoughts,  because  they  have  not 
hearkened  unto  My  words ;  and  as  for  My  Law  they  have 
rejected  it"  (Jer.  6. 19).  "  I  will  not  turn  away  the  punish- 
ment thereof  ;  because  they  have  rejected  ihe  Law  of  (he  Lord, 
and  have  not  kept  His  statutes  "  (Amos  2. 4).  "  Seeing  thou 
hast  rejected  the  Law  of  thy  Oody  I  also  will  reject  thy  children" 
(Hos.  4.  6):  '^  he  cometh  against  the  house  of  the  Lord,  because 
they  have  transgressed  My  covenanty  and  trespassed  against  My 
Law  "  (Hos.  8.  1).  These  are  but  samples ;  and  they  show 
conclusively  that  the  prophets  can  appeal  to  it,  as  an  elementary 
matter  of  notoriety  with  every  Israelite,  that  God  has  ennobled 
the  people  with  a  national  ^^  covenant,"  and  that,  side  by  side 
with  that  covenant,  as  its  reflector  and  guardian,  there  is  an 
established  "  Law"  of  God,  which  makes  known  to  them  His 
will.  What  can  Wellhausen  make  of  the  contents  of  that 
"  Law  "  ?  and  where  can  he  identify  it  ?  Every  prophet  assumes 
the  people's  familiarity  with  it :  is  there  any  crevice  of  Scrip- 
ture, where  Wellhausen  can  spread  it  out  for  us  ? 

We  have  already,  in  criticising  his  quotations  from  Jeremiah, 
explained  what  "  Law  "  is  obviously  referred  to,  and  what  the 
Jehovistic  narrative  suggests  as  to  the  comparative  importances 
of  its  contents.  The  Jehovist  (under  whose  l^islation  the 
prophets  flourished)  gives  the  Moral  Law  un-approachable 
importance,  as  the  very  essence  of  the  covenant :  he  does  follow 
afterwards  with  sacrificial,  and  other,  rules,  but  it  is  ready, 
heart-felt,  and  un-deviating  obedience  to  God's  "  voice,"  as  their 
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moral  guide,  which  he  has  signalised  as  the  chief  glory  and 
basis  of  the  covenant.     The  quotations  from  the  Prophets  are 
just  an  echo,  and  enforcement,  of  this  sound  Jehovistic  teaching. 
If  people  trample  on  every  principle  of  morality,  and  trust  to  a 
mere  "  multitude  of  sacrifices,"  well  may  Isaiah  pull  them  up, 
and  ask  if  that  amounts  to  a  proper  "hearing  of  (hs  ward  of  the 
Lord,"  to  a  due  "  giving  ear  to  /A«  Law  of  our  God."    It  was 
not "  if  ye  will  multiply  sacrifices,"  but  "  if  ye  will  obey  My 
voice  and  keep  My  covenant "  (of  which  "  covenant "  the  Ten 
Commandments  are  straightway  given  a£  the  most  noble  em^ 
bodiment),  that  Israel  are  to  become  "  a  peculiar  treasure  unto 
Jehovah  from  among  all  pe(q)les"  (Exod.  19.  6).    The  enlarge- 
ment of  the  Jehovist's  sacrificial  condensations  into  Leviticus 
does  not,  in  principUy  affect  the  prophet's  challenge  by  a  hairs- 
breadth.    Nay,  it  adds  a  needed  natttralness  to  the  situation, 
which  he  describes.    Fot  it  is  just  the  details  of  the  Priestly 
Code  that  render  conceivable  that  delusion  of  the  people,  which 
the  prophet  reprobates.    The  Jehovist,  though  clearly  sacri- 
ficial, does  not  give  such  details  as  "incense"  and  "new 
moons "  and  "  lambs  "  and  "  he^goats,"  which,  a  few  weeks 
after  him,  the  Priestist  gave :   and  it  is  the  very  giving  of 
these  details,  by  the  Priestist,  that  explains  how  the  people 
might  take  the  husk  for  the  kernel,  and  imagine  they  were 
"  doing  God  service,"  and  were  sure  to  stand  pre-eminent  in  His 
favour,  when  they  were  multiplying  "  oblations  "  and  "  assem- 
I   l)lies,"  which  He  had  Himself  so  carefully  prescribed.     The 
I    answer  is  that  they  were  seeking  to  cover  themselves  with  a 
few  fringes,  while  wanting  the  warmth  and  substance,  of  the 
'    mantle :   they  were  mistaking  a  temporary  parapet,  for  the 
stable  foundation,  of  the  building  :  the  fringes  and  the  parapet 
are  not  wanting  in  "  legitimacy,"  but  they  are  very  subordinate 
I    matters.     And  it  is  for  exalting  the  material,  and  the  sub- 
1    ordinate,  over  that  which  is  spiritual  and  primary,  that  Isaiah's 
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Conteniporariee  are  oondemned.  So  mnch  for  the  sorry  sueer : 
"  The  contents  of  the  Priestly  Code  fit  badly  in  with  the  Torah 
oflsa.  1. 10"(p.  58). 

If  it  were  necessary,  We  might  omit  the  Jehovist,  and  urge 
that  it  is  the  Priestist  who  writes  (or  adopts),  "Ye  shall  be 
holy,  for  I  am  holy":  it  is  the  Priestist  who  writes,  "Ye  shall 
fear  every  man  his  mother,  and  his  father,  and  ye  shall  keep 
My  Sabbaths  " ;  it  is  the  Priestist  who  writes,  "  Ye  shall  not 
steal ;  neither  shall  ye  deal  falsely,  nor  lie":  it  is  the  Priestist 
who  writes,  "  And  ye  shall  not  swear  by  My  name  falsely  "  s  it 
is  the  Priestist  who  writes,  "Thou  shalt  not  oppress  thy 
neighbour,  nor  rob  him  ;  thou  shalt  not  curse  the  deaf,  nor  put 
a  stumbling  block  before  the  blind,  but  thou  shalt  fear  the 
Lord  thy  €k)d" :  it  is  the  Priestist  who  writes,  "Ye  shall  do  no 
unrighteousness  in  judgment :  thou  shalt  not  go  up  and  down 
as  a  talebearer :  thou  shalt  not  take  vengeance,  nor  bear  any 
grudge":  it  is  the  Priestist  who  writes,  "Thou  shalt  love  the 
stranger,  that  sojoumeth  with  you,  as  thyself :  just  balances, 
just  weights,  a  just  ephah,  and  a  just  hin  shall  ye  have  :  I  am 
the  Lord  your  God."  These  laws  are  all  taken  from  Leviticus, 
originated,  or  adopted,  by  our  author's  so-called  Priestist.  He 
writes  as  though  the  Priestly  Code  met  us  in  ScripturCj  as  a 
petrified  sacrificial  fossil,  utterly  dissociated  from  all  reference  to 
the  fundamental  principles  of  morality.  A  more  complete  mis- 
representation of  Scripture  could  not  be  penned  :  the  essentials 
of  morality  are  commemorated  in  the  Code  itself,  and  it  is 
avowedly  associated  with  their  still  more  stupendous  promulga- 
tion from  Sinai.  "The  Torah  of  Isa.  1.  10,"  as  he  magnilo- 
quently  phrases  it,  instead  of  conflicting  with  any  Scripture 
Code,  "  fits  most  admiraUy  in  with  "  the  one  harmonious  Law 
of  Moses,  developed  from  Exodus  to  Deuteronomy.  "  Burnt- 
offerings,"  and  "incense,"  and  "feasts"  are  included  in,  and 
r^ulated  by,  that  Law ;  but  ^* ceasing  to  do  evil"  and  "learning 
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to  do  well,"  "making  you  clean"  and  "patting  away  the  evil 
of  your  doings,"  "seeking  judgment"  and  "relieving  the 
oppressed,"  these,  for  which  Isaiah  thunders  forth  his  appeal, 
are  the  primary  foundation  of  Israel's  national  covenant  and 
Law  ;  they  embrace  that  "  hearkening  to  God's  voice,"  through 
which  alone  they  could  become  "  a  kingdom  of  priests  to  Him, 
and  an  holy  nation";  they  are  an  unmistakeable  summary  of 
those  Ten  Commandments,  which  the  "voice,"  with  so  pre- 
eminent sacredness,  proclaimed,  and  which  were  enshrined,  in 
the  ark  of  the  covenant,  as  Israel's  abiding  witness  for  God's 
will.  The  "  Priestly  Code  "  was  in  full  swing,  when  one  of  the 
scribes  asked  the  greatest  of  all  Israel's  prophets  "  What  com- 
mandment is  the  first  of  all  ?"  And  "the  Torah  of  Isa.  1. 10  " 
was  in  full  view  of  Jesus,  when  He  answered,  "  The  first 
commandment  is.  Hear,  0  Israel :  the  Lord  our  God,  the  Lord 
is  One :  and  thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy 
heart,  and  with  all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  mind,  and  with 
all  thy  strength.  The  second  is  this.  Thou  shalt  love  thy 
neighbour  as  thyself."  He  did  not  point  His  questioner  to  the 
Day  of  Atonement,  nor  to  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles,  nor  to  the 
morning  and  evening  bumt-ofifering  :  He  pointed  him  to  that 
love  to  God  and  to  his  neighbour,  which  is  the  highest  fulfill- 
ing of  the  Law.  And  He  drew  from  him  the  acknowledgment, 
"  Thou  hast  answered  well,  and  to  love  God  with  all  the  heart, 
and  to  love  his  neighbour  as  himself,  is  indeed  much  kobe 
than  all  whole  bumt-ofiferings  and  sacrifices."  That  is  the 
prophetic  position,  which  Wellhausen,  in  the  greatness  of  his 
ex^esis  (?),  so  utterly  caricatures.  The  "  burnt-offerings"  and 
the  " sacrifices "  are  in  the  Law;  but  there  are  elements  in  that 
Law,  which  dwarf  them  into  nothingness,  and  transcend  them 
Infinitely.  It  is  on  that  infinite  transcendence  that  the  pro- 
phets (anticipating  Jesus  and  His  questioner)  take  their  stand. 
It  will  hardly  be  denied  that  Jesus  was  post-Exilic,  and  that 
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He  thus  gave  his  answer  in  the  full  blaze  of  the  Priestly  Code. 
And  we  have  shown  that  it  is  the  very  establishment  of  that 
Code,  long  before  Isaiah^s  day,  that  lends  its  chief  poBsibiUty, 
and  specionsness,  to  the  popnlar  delusion,  which  he  condemns. 
Wellhausen's  attempt  seems  thus  quite  uncalled  for,  and 
indefensible,  to  deny  to  "  the  Law  of  the  Lord  "  its  usual  and 
recognised  meaning,  when  the  prophets  make  mention  of  it. 
"  The  Law  "  was  one  of  the  most  established,  and  familiar,  of 
technical  names  among  the  Jews,  and  pointed  to  the  terms  of 
the  national  covenant,  communicated  to  the  people  through 
Moses :  another  extension  of  its  technical  use  was  to  apply  it  to 
those  Books,  in  which  the  terms  of  the  covenant  were  enshrined, 
so  that  the  Pentateuch  was  technically  spoken  of  as  "the  Law," 
from  the  fact  that  the  law  of  Moses  was  its  central  content. 
Wellhausen,  apparently,  would  fain  evaporate  "  the  Law  "  into 
a  succession  of  unrecorded  oral  instructions ;  but  this  is  a  pure 
evasion  of  the  well-known  formal  Code,  which  the  prophetic 
references  imply.  They  point  to  a  known  and  definite  "  Law," 
and,  if  it  is  denied  to  be  the  Law  of  Moses,  we  can  know  it  only 
through — ImaginaUon  !  And  we  have  shown  abundantly  that, 
by  applying  the  references  to  the  Law  of  Moses,  we  get  an 
interpretation,  which  rolls  a  flood  of  consistent  significance, 
through  every  crevice  of  the  prophetic  appeals.  Let  Wellhausen 
only  accept  an  elementary  appreciation  of  the  relative  impor- 
tances of  different  parts  of  "  the  Law,"  at  the  hands  of  his  own 
Jehovist,  and  then  "  a  little  child  might  lead  him  "  over  his 
pages  of  prophetic  mis-appreciation,  and  re-adjust  the  criticisms 
to  propriety.  He  would  not  then  write  that  the  Law  "  seeks 
truthfulness  and  love,  justice  and  considerateness,  and  no 
gifts''';  he  will  write  only,  "the  Law  seeks  truthfulness  and  love, 
justice  and  considerateness,  far  more  than  gifts, "  He  will  not 
write  "It  is  no  new  matter,  but  a  thing  well-known,  that 
sacrifices  are  not  what  the  Law  of  the  Lord  contains";  he  will 
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write  only,  '^  It  is  a  thing  well-known  that  sacrifioes  are  not 
what  the  Law  of  the  Lord  primarily  and  principally  contains." 
For  one,  who  systematically  tramples  on  the  Law's  primary 
demands,  sacrifices  will  be  utterly  miavailing,  they  will  even 
become  "abomination  ":  and  so  it  is  written  "the  prayer  of 
the  tcicked'^  and  "the  sacrifice  of  the  wicked  "  are  both  "abomi- 
nation to  the  Lord." 

VII.  Our  only  other  criticism,  on  Wellhausen's  prophetic 
method,  is  to  illustrate  the  absurdities,  to  which  it  would  lead, 
if  it  were  consistently  carried  out  elsewhere.  He  takes  the 
language  of  vehement  emotion,  and  persists  in  interpreting  it 
with  the  same  literalness,  as  though  it  were  the  driest  of 
prosaic  narratives.  Grod,  seeing  the  dearest  foundations  of 
religion  overturned  before  His  eyes,  breaks  out,  in  un-controll- 
able  fury,  "  I  hate,  I  despise  your  feasts ":  "  Incense  is  an 
abomination  unto  Me  "  :  "  Bring  no  more  vain  oblations  "  : 
Wellhausen  persists  in  emasculating  these  words  of  all  hyper- 
bole, and  of  all  high-strung  passion,  and  in  finding  in  them  a 
plain  matter-of-fact  announcement  that  God  could  never  have 
anything  to  do  with  the  r^ulation  of  festival  or  sacrifice. 
Carry  out  such  exegesis,  and  whither  would  it  lead  ?  It  would 
lead  us  to  prove  from  the  words,  "  For  I  could  wish  that  I 
myself  were  anathema  from  Christ,"  that  the  Apostle  Paul  was 
indifferent  to  his  soul's  everlasting  well-being  ;  albeit  we  know 
that  he  counted  every  other  "  wish  "  but  vanity,  in  comparison 
of  "  winning  Christ  and  being  found  in  Him."  In  the  same 
way,  it  would  lead  us  to  prove  from  "  I  seek  not  yours  but  you," 
that  the  apostle  did  not  regard  Christian  benevolence  as  a  duty; 
for  is  not  the  plain  meaning  of  the  words  this  :  "  As  an  apostle 
of  Christ,  I  seek  not  your  goods  nor  your  possessions,  but  only 
yourselves,  for  my  Master  "  ?  And  how  could  such  language 
be  used  by  one  who  taught  that  "they  who  serve  the  altar 
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should  live  by  the  altar,"  and  that  it  is  every  Christian's 
indispensable  duty  to  give,  as  God  prospers  him,  to  extend  His 
cause,  and  to  help  His  poor  ?  Or,  when  another  apostle  says, 
"  The  Law  was  given  by  Moses,  but  grace  and  truth  came  by 
Jesus  Christ,*'  are  we  to  parade  these  words  as  a  proof  that 
God's  "grace"  and  "truth"  were  utterly  unknown,  before 
Jesus  was  bom  ?  That  is  what  Wellhausen's  prosaic  "science" 
would  lead  us  to  :  he  would  hold  it  to  be  the  teaching  of  John 
that  "  it  is  a  thing  well-known  that  grace  and  truth  are  not 
what  the  Old  Testament  Scriptures  contain."  Or  may  we  not 
take  the  words  comparatively  ?  May  we  not  remember  his 
Jehovist's  teaching  of  God,  as  "  keeping  merq/  for  thousands," 
and  as  "  plenteous  in  truth "  (Exod.  34.  6-7)  ?  and  may  we 
not  understand  the  words  sufficiently,  when  we  realise  that, 
when  God  sent  forth  His  Son,  He  threw  all  previous  manifesta- 
tions of  His  "  grace  "  and  "  truth  "  into  the  shade  ? 

There  is  hardly  a  limit  to  the  similar  quotations,  that  might 
be  made.  Take  the  following  from  the  Sermon  on  the  Mount. 
When  it  will  be  said,  "  Have  we  not  prophesied  in  Thy  name  ? 
and  in  Thy  name  cast  out  devils  ? "  and  when  the  answer  is 
given,  "  Depart  from  Me,  ye  that  work  iniquity  "  (Matt.  7.)  ; 
does  that  mean  that  "  prophesying  "  and  "  casting  out  devils  " 
are  "  works  of  iniquity,"  which  Christ  must  condenm  ?  That 
again  is  Wellhausen's  lead:  he  must  hold  that  "prophesying" 
and  "  casting  out  devils  "  could  not,  in  any  sense,  be  counte- 
nanced, or  commanded,  or  regulated  by  One  who  uses  such 
language  of  repudiation  regarding  them  I  Could  he  have  a 
clearer  proof  that  it  is  not  the  formal  material  of  works  or 
services,  that  may  vitiate  them,  and  make  God  hate  them,  but 
the  hollowness  and  unworthiness  of  the  motives  from  which 
they  flow,  and  of  the  habits  with  which  they  are  associated  ? 
His  express  commands  were  "  In  My  name  ye  shall  cast  out 
devils,"    "  Go  ye  into  all  the  world  and  prophesy " ;    but 
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oocnpations,  wbicli  are  aoceptable  and  enjoined,  may  be  turned 
to  "  works  of  iniquity,"  leading  to  "  everlasting  fire,"  by  the 
insincerity,  and  horrid  wickedness,  of  those  who  engage  in  them. 
Would  it  be  possible  to  state  an  analogy,  more  absolutely 
complete,  to  the  repudiations  of  sacrifice,  on  which  Wellhausen 
builds?  It  is  not  the  mere  "sacrifice,"  any  more  than  the 
mere  "proph^ying"  or  "casting  out  devils"  that  is  condemned: 
it  is  the  selfishness,  and  the  oppression,  and  the  hypocrisy,  and 
the  wickedness,  by  which  the  whole  of  the  three  excellent 
services  are  accompanied,  that  makes  God  say,  "  I  hate  them." 
What  a  wealth  of  similar  illustration  might  be  drawn  from  the 
noble  strains  of  1  Cor.  13 1  If  Wellhausen  were  to  come,  with 
his  rigid  literalism,  and  tone  down  the  apostle^s  rapt  enthusi- 
asms, and  word-failing  adorations,  and  beggaring  comparisons, 
into  cold  actualities  of  statement,  what  a  false  and  sorry  esti- 
mate would  he  induce  us  to  put  on  "  the  tongues  of  angels  " 
and  on  the  "  knowing  all  mysteries  "  and  on  the  "  having  all 
faith "  and  on  the  "bestowing  all  our  goods  to  feed  the  poor"  ! 
Let  him  give  to  an  old  prophet  the  same  freedom  of  passionate 
superlative,  and  of  ecstatic  admiration,  which,  we  presume,  he 
will  accord  to  a  New  Testament  apostle. 

We  know  no  passage,  which  resembles  better  the  prophetic 
denunciations  of  sacrifice,  and  at  the  same  time  illustrates  so 
well  the  inexcusableness  of  Wellhausen's  interpretation  of  them, 
as  our  Lord's  withering  denunciation  of  the  Scribes  and 
Pharisees,  in  Matt.  23.  A  quiet  meditation  over  that  chapter 
might  induce  Wellhausen  to  un-say  all  that  he  has  penned 
about  the  impossibility  of  the  prophets  believing  in  a  divine 
regulation  of  sacrifice.  Many  of  the  services,  in  which  the 
Pharisees  abounded,  were  not  essentially  God-dishonouring  ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  could  claim  divine  approval  or  origination  : 
but  they  were  turned  into  a  virtual  mass  of  "  uncleanness  "  and 
"  unrighteousness,"  because  of  the  worldliness,  and  oppression, 
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and  hypocrisy  of  those  who  engaged  in  them.  There  was 
nothing  wrong  in  seeking  to  be  missionaries,  in  *'  compassing 
sea  and  land''  to  bring  in  '*  all  the  families  of  the  earth ''  as 
**  proselytes" ;  it  was  one  end  for  which  Israel,  as  the  "kingdom 
of  prieste,"  existed.  Neither  was  there  anything  wrong  in 
'^  cleansing  the  ontside  of  the  cap  and  of  the  platter ''  and  in 
" appearing  outwardly  righteous  onto  men";  nor  in  calling  a 
man  "father"  or  "master"  upon  earth ;  nor  in  "paying  tithes," 
out  of  garden  herbs,  as  well  as  out  of  harvest  fields ;  nor  in 
honouring  the  worship  both  of  "  synagogue "  and  "  feast "  ; 
nor  in  revering  "the  prophets"  and  "the  righteous,"  and 
"building  their  sepulchres,"  and  "garnishing  their  tombs." 
These,  and  other,  Pharisaic  practices  are  reprobated  by  our 
Lord,  in  language,  whose  overflow  of  moral  indignation  it 
would  be  hard  to  parallel.  Are  we  to  conclude  that  these 
practices  were  intrinsically  evil  ?  Or  might  not  even  a  child 
explain  to  us  that  it  is  the  malicious  hearts  and  selfish  aims,  by 
which  the  practices  were  accompanied,  that  piled  up  the  "Woes 
unto  you,"  and  "Ye  blind  guides,"  and  "Ye  serpents,  ye 
oflFspring  of  vipers  "  ?  To  honour  "  feast "  and  "  synagogue  " 
was  our  Lord's  own  regular  habit :  it  was  the  ambition,  and  the 
ostentation,  by  which  the  Pharisaic  services  were  over-run,  that 
made  their  professed  "  love  "  of  such  assemblies  be  so  scorned 
by  our  Lord.  Varieties  of  "  tithes  "  received  express  divine 
sanction  in  both  Priestist  and  Deuteronomist,  whose  writings 
our  Lord  acknowledged  :  He  does  not  therefore  condemn  the 
"paying  tithe  of  mint  and  anise  and  cummin,"  as  being  an 
intrinsicaUy  evil  service  :  He  condenms  it,  only  because  of  its 
horrid  accompaniments — "ye  have  left  undone  the  weightier 
matters."  That  is  the  very  prophetic  position  :  "  Sacrifice, 
offered  from  a  holy  heart,  and  ennobled  in  a  righteous  life,  is 
at  once  seemly  and  divine  :  But  ye  have  left  undone  the 
weightier  matters  :  ye  have  forgotten  to  seek  judgment,  and 
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to  relieve  the  oppressed ;  ye  have  forgotten  to  do  justly,  to 
love  mercy,  and  to  walk  humbly  with  your  God." 

The  coincidence  between  Jesus  and  the  prophets  is  complete. 
And  their  common  stand-point  could  not  be  more  accurately, 
and  instructively,  summed  up,  than  in  the  words,  "  these  ought 
ye  to  have  done,  and  not  to  leave  the  other  undone."  "These" 
which  are  the  very  indestructible  foundations  of  moral  excel- 
lence, "  these  "  which  are  principles,  as  enduring  as  the  rock  on 
which  God's  finger  wrote  them,  "  these  "  which  are  the  holiest 
reflection  of  that  image  of  God,  in  which  man  was  created,  and 
by  which  alone  he  can  be  blest,  "these  ought  ye  to  have  done": 
you  should  have  made  it  your  very  meat  and  drink  to  under- 
stand and  follow  "  these  "  ;  whatever  else  your  service  lacked, 
you  ought  to  have  made  sure  that  it  comprehended  "  these  " ; 
the  Lofty  One,  who  inhabiteth  Eternity,  can  never  accept  you 
without  "these,"  for  they  are  the  first,  and  chief,  answer  to  the 
question,  "Wherewith  can  I  come  before  the  Lord,  or  bow 
myself  before  the  high  God  ?"  At  the  same  time,  while  "  these 
ought  ye  to  have  done,"  remember  what  is  added,  "  and  not  to 
leave  the  other  un-done."  That  is  the  due  subordinateness  for 
all  merely  outward  and  positive  ceremonials  :  they  are  not  to  be 
kicked  at, and  abolished,  they  are  "not  to  be  left  un-done":  our 
Lord  scrupulously  attended  to  them  as  part  of  His  "fulfilling 
all  righteousness":  "sacrifice"  and  "feast"  and  "jubilee" 
and  "  tithe,"  don't  leave  them  "  un-done  "  ;  there  is  a  divine 
wisdom  in  their  temporary  appointment,  and  in  their  oon- 
scientous  observance :  But  don't  misplace  them  ;  never  make 
them  the  alpha  and  omega  of  a  religious  life  ;  never  offer  them 
to  God,  as  a  substitute  for  that  love  to  Himself  with  the  whole 
heart,  and  that  love  of  your  neighbour  as  yourself,  which  are, 
in  God's  sight, "  much  more  than  all  whole  burnt-offerings  and 
sacrifices."  The  two  parts  of  our  Lord's  principle,  "  to  do  the 
essentials,"  and  "  not  to  leave  un-done  the  un-essentials,"  will 
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irradiate,  with  consistent  and  pleasing  light,  every  prophetic 
utterance,  which  Wellhausen  quotes.  The  prophets  give  love 
and  peace  and  truth,  the  f or^round ;  and,  if  these  are  trampled 
on,  "  the  fat  of  fed  beasts  becomes  abomination,"  "  it  becomes 
iniquity  even  the  solemn  assembly." 

We  have  thus  endeavoured,  with  all  fulness  and  candour,  to 
investigate  Wellhausen's  discovery  that  the  early  prophets  5 
abhor,  as  what  cannot  *'in  wildest  dream"  or  "in  remotest 
d^ree,"  be  tolerated,  the  idea  of  divine  regulation  of  sacrifice. 
We  might  have  been  content  with  refuting  his  most  slender 
ex^esis  of  the  specific  quotations,  which  he  gives :  but  we 
have  deemed  it  expedient  to  give  also  such  a  view  of  the  rela- 
tion of  his  so-called  Codes,  and  such  a  comparison  of  the  sacrifi- 
cial teaching  of  post-Exilic  with  pre-Exilic  prophete,  as  we 
think  may  be  eminently  helpful  to  the  Bible  student,  amid  the 
clanging  controversies  of  the  hour.  In  reference  to  Well- 
hausen's new  reading  of  the  prophets,  our  chief  feeling  is  one 
of  amazement  that  a  critic  of  so  unexampled  subtlety  should 
have  put  his  pen  to  such  a  discovery,  or  that  anyone  can  be  so 
shortsighted  as  to  expect  the  discovery  to  prove  more  lasting 
than  the  many  similar  critical  vagaries,  which  have  been 
be-lauded  as  successive  importations  from  Germany.  We  have  ' 
tested  his  discovery  by  the  ready  principle,  Ahiims  non  tollit 
tisum :  and,  in  every  quotation  which  he  gives,  we  have  shown 
that  the  "use"  supplies  the  natural  key  of  elucidation,  and 
that  it  is  the  ^^ mperstitiovs  over-estimate'^''  (to  use  his  own 
happy  admission)  of  sacrifice,  which  the  prophets  condemn. 
We  have  shown  that  he  omits  other  quotations,  which  demon- 
strate the  theory  of  "  the  superstitious  over-estimate  "  to  be  the 
unquestionably  true  one.  We  have  shown  that  his  discovery  is 
in  naked  contradiction  to  the  Jehovistic  Code,  which  is 
acknowledged  to  have  been  reigning  at  the  time.    We  have 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


222  ,         SANCTUAJRY  AND  SACBIFICK 

shown  that,  so  f ar  afl  the  supremacj  of  moral  teaching  is 
concerned,  the  post-Exilic  prophets,  who  were  dominated  by 
priestly  influence,  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  with  "  the  former 
prophets."    And  we  have  shown,  in  detail,  several  subsidiary 
contradictions,  with  which  our  author's  theory  has  to  reckon, 
as  well  as  several  of  the  fantastic  conclusions,  to  which  it  would 
lead,  if  we  adhere  to  ite  ultra-literal  rendering  of  hyperbolical 
^  language.    Jeremiah  has  no  active  desire  for  fluidity,  when  he 
I  cries,  "  Oh  that  my  head  were  waters  ! "     The  moralist  has  no 
>  indifference  to  the  stability  of  the  heavens,  though  he  cries  to 
*  them  "  Fiat  JmtiHay  mat  caelum  "  :  And  so  God  may  be  well- 
pleased  with  sacrifice,  when  it  is  humbly  and  gratefully  pre- 
sented, though,  when  He  sees  it  loaded  with  corruption.  He 
cries,  "I  hate,  I  despise  your  feasts."   On  the  whole,  Wellhausen 
"  among  the  prophete  "  is  about  as  memorable  a  sight,  as  when 
the  first  king  of  Israel  was  ^*  among  them." 

We  now  proceed  to  deal  with  his  extraordinary  manipulation 
of  one  of  the  later  prophets — the  Prophet  Ezekiel. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

IS  BZBKIEL  A  SACRIFICIAL  PIONEER  ?  WHAT  OP  HIS 
CLOSING    VISION? 

WELLHAUSEN'S  discugsioii  of  the  Old  Testament  writers 
might  recall,  with  some  vividness,  the  Advent  to  earth  of 
Him,  who  said,  ^'  I  am  oome  to  set  a  man  at  variance  against 
his  father,  and  the  daughter  against  her  mother,  and  the 
daughter-in-law  against  her  mother-in-law ;  and  a  man^s  foes 
shall  be  they  of  his  own  household."  The  Old  Testament  writers 
had  experienced,  throughout  the  rolling  centuries,  "  how  plea- 
sant it  was  to  dwell,  as  brethren,  in  unity  "  :  they  lived  in  the 
same  ^^  household " :  they  appeared  to  believe  in  a  common 
history,  to  chronicle  a  common  revelation,  to  rejoice  in  a 
common  hope;  there  seemed  to  be  one  primal  legislator, 
whom  they  all  acknowledged,  one  over-ruling  purpose,  which 
they  all  helped  to  develop,  one  common  inspiration,  which 
gave  to  their  writings  continuity,  and  complementariness, 
and  pleasing  harmony.  Wellhausen  comes,  and  ''peace"  in- 
stantaneously flies  off :  the  ''household  "  is  transformed  at  once 
into  Ishmaelites,  where  "every  man^s  sword  is  against  his 
fellow":  code  rises  up  against  code,  and  programme  against 
programme  :  the  historian  casts  the  prophet  into  prison,  and 
the  prophet  puts  the  historian  to  death  :  the  opening  of  a 
Book  of  Scripture  has  become  like  the  opening  of  a  Trojan 
horse,  from  which  fly  forth  a  crowd  of  forgers  and  redactors, 
to  capture  the  very  citadel  of  truth  :  faith  and  mutual  respect 
have  disappeared,  and,  among  canonical  writers,  "  a  man's  foes 
are  they  of  his  own  household." 
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We  are  not  advancing  this  as  a  plea  to  shnt  the  critical 
^  month  :  far  from  it :  we  hold  with  an  apostle  "  let  truth  pre- 
■  vail,  though  every  Old  Testament  writer  become  a  liar."  But 
the  realisation  of  the  forgoing  facts  may  fairly  enough 
quicken  our  interest  in  the  critical  aims,  and  may  make  us  re- 
solve that  nothing  but  cogent  proof  will  induce  us  to  welcome 
so  extraordinary  conclusions.  It  will  hardly  do  to  gibbet  all  the 
sacred  writers  as  engaged  in  a  free  fight  for  mutual  extermina- 
tion, at  the  call  of  nothing  stabler  than  un-provoked  and  un-sup- 
ported  Imagination,  Yet  this  is,  practically,  the  whole  support, 
on  which  "  the  new  school "  leans,  as  one  after  another  of  its 
demonstrations  pass  in  review.  The  writers  themselves  never 
announce  their  contrarieties :  they  seem  to  know  each  other, 
and  to  respect  each  other :  and  their  nation  "  knew  nothing  " 
of  their  discord  :  we  have  to  accept  it  all  as  a  modem  secret. 

In  particular,  as  r^ards  sacrifice,  we  have  already  hitherto 
found  the  main  buttresses  of  Wellhausen's  position  to  be  im- 
posing ornaments  of  sand.  We  have  found  neither  the 
Priestly  Code,  nor  its  history,  supplying  the  slightest  repu- 
diation of  pre-Mosaic  sacrifice :  We  have  found,  as  regards 
possibility  of  divine  prescription  of  sacrifice,  entire  unison 
between  Jehovist,  Priestist,  and  Deuteronomist :  Not  from  its 
depths,  but  from  its  very  surface,  we  have  found  the  Jehovistic 
Code  crying  out  against  the  strange  mis-interpretation  that 
would  be  foisted  on  it :  We  have  found  the  cry  continued  by 
the  historians :  And,  when  we  have  accompanied  our  author 
to  the  early  prophets,  we  have  found  them  utterly  unwilling 
to  yield  a  morsel  of  plausible  support  for  his  far-fetched 
Imagination.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  supposed  that  we  go 
forward,  with  much  of  interest  or  of  hope,  to  survey  the 
active  cai  se  of  a  transformation,  which  has  been  clearly  shown 
never  to  have  occurred.  If  we  have  found  the  alleged  victim 
of  a  murder  to  be  in  the  best  of  health,  and  to  have  been 
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exposed  to  no  assault,  we  cannot  feel  mnch  interest  in  an  offer 
of  a  fall  and  precise  description  of  the  actor  and  the  conspiracy, 
through  which  his  life  was  lost.  If  we  have  found  an  in- 
telligible continuity  in  a  nation's  experience,  and  that  they 
never  passed  through  certain  alleged  strange  contradictions 
of  belief,  the  account  of  how  they  were  led  to  welcome  these 
contradictions,  ceases  to  be  of  interest.  Bo,  in  reference  to 
our  author's  discovery  of  Priestist  opposing  Jehovist,  and  of 
historian  crying  out  against  prophet,  if  we  have  found  that 
there  was  no  such  inter-necine  conflict,  no  such  un-natural 
evolution,  afl  he  dreams  of,  the  account  of  how  it  all  came 
about  has  its  value  much  discounted. 

It  is  in  this  way  that  we  feel  our  author's  treatment  of 
Ezekiel  suffers  considerably.  He  parades  Ezekiel  before  us, 
as  the  historical  accomplisher  of  what  has  already  been 
historically  shown  to  be  little  short  of  hallucination.  The 
long  rel^ation  of  sacrifice  to  natural  instinct  in  Israel,  the 
extreme  jealousy  with  which  the  prophets  fight  (as  if  it  were 
their  last  stronghold)  for  God's  non-participation  "in  the 
remotest  d^ree  with  ritual  legislation,"  are  at  last  seen  to  be 
blunders,  are  at  last  made  to  yield  to  more  reasonable  arrange- 
ments, "by  the  priest  in  prophet's  mantle"  (p.  69),  by 
*^  Ezekiel  the  priest,  the  son  of  Buzi,  in  the  land  of  the 
Chaldeans  by  the  river  Chebar."  It  is  said,  "  Sweet  are  the 
uses  of  adversity  "  :  and  so  his  own,  and  his  nation's,  "  adver- 
sities "  Were  the  means  of  awakening  Ezekiel  to  the  delusion, 
which  the  Isaiahs  and  the  Hoseas  of  a  bye-gone  day  had 
cherished  regarding  Jehovah,  and  of  leading  him,  at  last,  to 
originate  divine  fetters  for  Israel,  from  which  all  the  faithful 
of  previous  ages  would  have  shrunk  appalled.  Formerly,  sacri- 
ficial accompaniments  and  ceremonies  might  be  fixed,  and  varied, 
at  the  offerer's  will ;  if  he  only  said  they  were  to  Jehovah,  all 
was  right;  he  was  "a  law  to  himself"  :    But  the  Captivity 

82893.  P 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


226  8ANCTUABY  AND  8ACSIFICE. 

torned  him  into  a  slave  indeed ;  it  sent  him  back  to  Israel,  in 
the  iron  grasp  of  sacrificial  law,  no  longer  free  to  settle,  as  he 
chose,  '^  the  wheity  the  wJiere,  and  the  by  whoniy  and  also  in  a 
very  special  manner  the  how^  of  sacrifice,*'  bnt  bound  to  con- 
centrate his  whole  attention  on  the  observance  of  prescribed 
sacrificial  etiquette.  The  result  of  EzekieFs  '^  Vision  *'  was  that 
joy  and  freedom  were  no  longer  the  rule,  but  a  ^'strict  and 
accurate  compliance  with  the  restrictions  of  an  ordinance** 
(p.  78).  Formerly,  the  Hebrews'  religion  "  was  the  blossom  of 
life,  the  heights  and  depths  of  which  it  was  its  business  to 
transfigure  and  glorify  *'  (p.  77) :  under  the  iron  heel  of 
Ezekiel,  it  passed,  at  last,  into  a  State-ordered  formalism,  into 
a  round  of  dry  observances, "  which  have  simply  been  enjoined 
so  once  for  all,  without  any  one  being  in  any  way  the  better 
<  for  them  **  (p.  79,  note  1).  Let  there  be  no  mistake  about  the 
revolution  which  Ezekiel  heralded :  it  was  a  revolution  from 
freedom  to  bondage,  and  from  life  to  death. 

Wellhausen  does  not  deem  it  necessary  to  devote  much  space 
Uy  prove  the  grand  historic  function,  which  he  assigns  to  Ezekiel. 
His  whole  proof  and  illustration  of  it  occupy  less  than  two 
pages  (pp.  59,  60).  No  doubt  he  has  frequent  other  references 
to  it,  and  amplifications  of  it :  but  these  two  pages  embrace  all 
that  he  here  deems  needed  of  formal  introduction  and  proof. 
We  shall  first  give  an  exhaustive  quotation  of  his  reasoning  : — 

"  In  this  matter  the  transition  from  the  pre-Ezilic  to  the  post- 
Exilic  period  is  effected,  not  by  Deuteronomy,  bnt  by  Ezekiel  the 
priest  in  prophet's  mantle,  who  was  one  of  the  first  to  be  carried 
into  Exile.  He  stands  in  striking  contrast  with  his  elder  con- 
temporary Jeremiah.  In  the  picture  of  Israel's  future  which  he 
drew  in  B.C.  573  (chaps.  40 — 48)t  in  which  fantastic  hopes  are 
indeed  bnilt  upon  Jehovah,  bnt  no  impossible  demand  made  of 
man,  the  Temple  and  cnltns  hold  a  central  place.  Whence  this 
sudden  change?  Perhaps  because  now  the  Priestly  Code  has 
suddenly  awakened  to  life  after  its  long  trance,  and  become  the 
inspiration  of  Ezekiel  P    The  explanation  is  certainly  not  to  be 
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Bonglit  in  any  such  occorrenoe,  but  siinply  in  the  historical  circniu- 
stancee.  So  long  as  the  sacrificial  worship  remained  in  actual  use, 
it  was  zealously  carried  on,  but  people  did  not  concern  themselves 
with  it  theoretically,  and  haJ  not  the  least  occasion  for  reducing  it 
to  a  code.  But  once  the  Temple  was  in  ruins,  the  cultus  at  an  end, 
its  pertonnel  out  of  employment,  it  is  easy  to  understand  how  the 
sacred  praxis  should  have  become  a  matter  of  theory  and  writing, 
so  that  it  might  not  altogether  perish,  and  how  an  exiled  priest 
should  have  begun  to  paint  the  picture  of  it  as  he  carried  it  in  his 
memory,  and  to  publish  it  as  a  programme  for  the  future  restora- 
tion of  the  theocracy.  Nor  is  there  any  difficulty  if  arrangements, 
which  as  long  as  they  were  actually  in  force  were  simply  regarded 
as  natural,  were  seen  after  their  abolition  in  a  transfiguring  light, 
and  from  the  study  devoted  to  them  gained  artificially  a  still 
higher  value.  These  historical  conditions  supplied  by  the  Exile 
suffice  to  make  clear  the  transition  from  Jeremiah  to  Ezekiel,  and 
the  genesis  of  Ezekiel  40^-48.  The  co-operation  of  the  Priestly 
Code  is  here  not  merely  unnecessary,  it  would  be  absolutely  discon- 
certing. Ezekiel's  departure  from  the  ritual  of  the  Pentateuch 
cannot  be  explained  as  intentional  alterations  of  the  original ;  they 
are  too  casual  and  insignificant.  The  prophet,  moreover,  has  the 
rights  of  authorship  as  regards  the  end  of  his  book  as  well  as  for 
the  rest  of  it ;  he  has  also  his  right  to  his  picture  of  the  future  as 
the  earlier  prophets  had  to  theirs.  And  finally,  let  its  due  weight 
be  given  to  the  simple  fact  that  an  exiled  priest  saw  occasion  to 
draft  such  a  sketch  of  the  Temple  worship.  What  need  would  there 
have  been  for  it,  if  the  realised  picture,  corresponding  completely  to 
his  views,  had  actually  existed,  and,  being  already  written  in  a 
book,  wholly  obviated  any  danger  lest  the  cultus  should  become 
tsxtinct  through  the  mere  fact  of  its  temporary  cessation  P 

"Here  again  a  way  of  escape  is  open  by  assuming  a  lifeless 
existence  of  the  Law  down  to  Ezra's  time.  But  if  this  is  done  it  is 
unallowable  to  date  that  existence,  not  from  Moses,  but  from  some 
other  intermediate  point  in  the  history  of  Israel.,  Moreover,  the 
assumption  of  a  codification  either  as  preceding  all  praxis,  or  as 
alongside  and  independent  of  it,  is  precisely  in  the  case  of  sacrificial 
ritual  one  of  enormous  difficulty,  for  it  is  obvious  that  such  a 
codification  can  only  be  the  final  result  of  an  old  and  highly 
developed  use,  and  not  the  invention  of  an  idle  brain.  This 
consideration  also  makes  retreat  into  the  theory  of  an  illegal  praxis 
impossible,  and  renders  the  legitimacy  of  the  actually  subsisting 
indisputable"  (pp.  59,  60). 

P  2 
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The  above  is  the  whole  demonstration,  which  "Wellhansen 
offers  to  us,  that  the  views  of  Isaiah  and  Jeremiah  have  now 
passed  away,  and  that,  sacrificially,  "  aU  things  have  become 
new."  After  he  has  very  carefully  scanned  the  demonstration, 
we  invite  the  reader  impartially  to  weigh  the  charges  of  utter 
Imaginariness,  and  of  manifold  Contradiction,  to  which  we 
now  proceed  to  show  that  we  think  it  liable. 

In  supporting  these  charges,  we  shall  enter  into  a  very 
thorough,  if  also  somewhat  lengthened,  criticism  of  the  above 
quotation  :  and  we  shall  trust  to  the  desirableness  of  our  doing 
so  commending  itself  to  the  Bible  student,  as  our  views  develop. 
Although  the  view,  asserted  in  the  above  quotation,  is  slipped 
in  so  easily  and  insinuatingly  by  our  author,  it  contains  one  of 
the  most  essential  foundations  of  the  Prolegomena,  and,  there- 
fore, must  be  most  rigorously  scanned.  If  Ezekiel  fails  him, 
all  is  gone.  Our  criticism  of  his  Ezekielianism  will  lead  us, 
first,  into  a  positive  investigation  of  the  contents  of  Ezekiel's 
Book  (with  which  the  present  chapter  will  be  occupied),  and 
then  into  a  negative  determination  of  the  inefficacy  of  Well- 
hausen's  references  to  Ezekiel  (with  which  the  next  chapter 
will  be  occupied).  Our  canvassing  of  the  contents  of  the  Book 
will  of  course  bear  mainly  on  its  attitude  to  sacrifice :  and,  in 
this  chapter,  we  shall  (A)  notice  some  general  aspects  of  that 
attitude,  and  (B)  then  consider  specially  the  bearing  of  the 
Closing  Vision  (in  chapters  40—48)  on  that  attitude.  We  shall 
thus  substantially  answer  the  two  questions  that  form  the  head- 
ing of  this  chapter. 

(A) 
I.  In  considering  the  general  question  of  Ezekiel's  sacrifi- 
cial attitude,  we  are  at  once  struck  by  the  utter  absence,  on  his 
pjart,  of  any  statement  as  to  a  vast  change  in  the  divine  sacrifi- 
cial dealings,  which  is  about  to  be  introduced  into  the  world. 
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There  is  no  annonncement  that  what  has  been  unknown,  and 
for  reprobation,  hitherto  is  now  to  be  established  as  a  seemly 
and  indispensable  observance.  Every  reader  of  Ezekiel  knows 
that  he  is  perpetually  appealing  to  the  past  history  and  worship 
of  his  people ;  but  there  is  not  the  vaguest  intimation  forth- 
coming, from  his  whole  Book,  that  a  system,  hitherto  concealed 
from  previous  ages,  was  now  to  be  suddenly  and  fully  disclosed 
by  himself.  He  never  hints  that  methods  of  sacrifice  have, 
hitherto  been  absolutely  indifferent ;  that  the  "  where  "  and  the 
*niow  **  of  Babylon,  or  of  Moab,  have  hitherto  been  as  accept- 
able as  the  "where"  and  the  "how"  of  Israel,  if  only  the  "to 
whom  "  be  kept  right :  he  never  hints  that  the  divine  statute? 
have  hitherto  been  kept  religiously  free  of  the  slightest  ap- 
proach to  sacrificial  reference:  nor  does  he  announce  that, 
with  himself,  a  new  era  is  to  b^in,  a  new  view  of  the  divine 
attitude,  a  new  view  of  the  people's  responsibility,  a  new  estir 
mate  of  the  value  of  outward  worship.  Yet,  if  all  these  are 
realities,  would  it  not  have  been  reasonable  to  look  for  some 
express  statement  of  their  being  so  ? 

We  think  the  reasonableness  of  this  expectation  may  be 
shown  from  analogous  cases.  When  a  great  and  memorable 
change  in  the  manifestation  of  (he  divine  name  occurred,  the 
history  contains  a  very  definite  specification  thereof :  "  God 
spake  unto  Moses,  I  am  Jehovah  :  and  I  appeared  unto  Abra- 
ham unto  Isaac  and  unto  Jacob  as  God  Almighty,  but  by  My 
name  Jehovah  I  was  not  known  unto  them.  .  .  .  Wherefore 
say  (now)  unto  the  children  of  Israel,  I  am  Jehovah,  and  I 
will  bring  you  out  from  under  the  burdens  of  the  Egyptians  " 
(Exod.  6.  2-6).  Would  not  some  announcement  like  this  (if 
our  author's  view  be  valid)  have  been  suitable  in  Ezekiel's 
mouth  ?  and  might  he  not  have  introduced  (}od,  as  saying, 
"  In  all  pre-Exilic  time,  I  shrank  from  any  regulation  of  sacii- 
fice,  as  a  thing  to  be  reprobated ;  I  scrupulously  left  Israel  to 
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follow  their  own  devices  and  desireB,  like  the  rest  of  the  world ; 
but  now  a  new  page  in  divine  procedure  falls  to  be  written ; 
henceforth  a  ^  thus  saith  the  Lord '  will  settle  every  smallest 
detail  of  sacrificial  cultns  :  and,  for  the  first  time  in  history,  I 
announce  to  Ezekiel  by  the  river  Ghebar  that  this  momentous 
facing-about  is  to  be  accomplished."  Is  not  the  complete 
change  of  sacrificial  attitude  as  worthy  of  being  thus  expressly 
commemorated,  as  the  change  of  name  from  Qod  Almighty  to 
Jehovah  ?  So  again,  if  Ood  breaks  through  all  the  habitudes 
of  the  past,  and  speaks  with  an  audible  voice  so  that  a  whole 
nation  may  hear  and  fear  him,  is  not  the  unexampledness  of 
the  privilege  commemorated  :  "  Did  ever  people  hear  the  voice 
of  God  speaking  out  of  the  midst  of  the  fire,  as  thou  hast 
heard,  and  live  "  (Deut.  4.  88)  ?  Or  again,  if  God  is  to  intro- 
duce a  momentous  change  in  the  matter  of  sanctuary^  if,  after 
having,  for  ages,  "  walked  in  a  mere  tent  and  tabernacle,"  He 
is,  at  last,  to  ^'desire  Zion  for  His  habitation,"  and  to  be 
accommodated,  with  suitable  splendour,  there,  do  we  not  find 
the  contemplated  change  very  explicitly  commemorated  ?  "  Ye 
shall  no  longer  do  after  all  the  things  that  we  do  here  this  day : 
.  .  •  but,  when  ye  go  over  Jordan  .  .  •  take  heed  to 
thyself  that  thou  offer  not  thy  bufnt-offerings  in  every  place 
that  thou  seest :  but,  in  the  place  which  the  Lord  shall  choose 
in  one  of  thy  tribes,  there  thou  shalt  offer  thy  burnt-offerings, 
and  there  shalt  thou  do  all  that  I  command  thee  "  (Deut.  12). 
"  I  have  not  dwelt  in  an  house  since  the  day  that  I  brought 
up  the  children  of  Israel  out  of  Egypt  unto  this  day.  •  .  . 
But  now  thy  seed  shall  build  an  house  for  My  name,  and  I  will 
establish  the  throne  of  his  kingdom  for  ever "  (2  Sam.  7). 
Was  it  of  less  moment  for  Ezekiel  to  have  announced  that 
God's  past  indifference  to  sacrificial  cultus  was  now  to  cease,  and 
that,  for  the  first  time  in  Israel's,  or  the  world's,  history,  He 
was  to  prescribe  the  "  when  "  and  the  "  where  "  and  the  "  how  " 
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of  sacrifioe  ?  If  that  past  indifference  was  a  reality,  and  if 
Ezekiel  was  raised  np,  as  the  issuer  of  new  proclamations  to 
efface  that  indifference,  it  must  be  conceded  that  these  facts 
receive  no  formal  statement  by  the  prophet,  but  have  been 
supplied  entirely  by  his  readers'  Imagination. 

II.  It  is  a  most  important  following  out  of  the  foregoing 
considerations  to  add  that  EBekieFs  position,  as  introducing 
a  new  departure  in  sacrificial  l^islation,  is  quite  un-announced, 
not  only  by  himself,  but  by  all  his  posUExilic  successors,  Cyrus 
does  not  found  his  decree  on  the  fact  that  the  Qod  of  heaven 
has,  at  last,  through  Ezekiel,  issued  prescriptions  r^arding 
Israelitish  cultus  and  sacrifice,  and  that  it  behoves  him  to 
hasten  on  the  restoration  of  those,  who  may  realise,  in  Judah, 
what  has  thus  been  first  so  unexpectedly  and  wondrously  re- 
vealed in  Babylon.  And  when  Zerubbabel  and  Joshua  headed 
the  newly-returned  captives,  "  gathered  as  one  man  to  Jeru- 
salem,^' it  is  not  to  glorify  Ezekiel,  nor  to  make  mention  of  his 
new  revelations,  nor  to  carry  out  a  sacrificial  programme,  that 
God  had  for  the  first  time  l^alised  through  him :  neither 
Ezekiel,  nor  his  new  law,  receives  the  slightest  notice  from 
them :  they  look  much  further  back  for  guidance :  they 
""Bund  the  altar  of  the  God  of  Israel,"  they  offer  "  the  daily 
burnt-offerings  by  number  according  to  ihe  ordinance^''  thej 
keep  "  the  feast  of  tabernacles  as  it  is  tvrittm,'^  but  the  preface, 
and  the  warrant,  for  all  these  transactions  do  not  date  from  the 
Exile,  they  are  all  according  "as  it  is  written  in  the  law  of 
Moses  the  man  of  God  "  (Ezra  8).  Then  again,  a  century  later, 
when  the  building  of  the  Temple  and  the  city  walls  has  been 
completed,  and  the  people  are  again  "  gathered  together  as 
one  man  into  the  broad  place  before  the  water  gate,"  to  be 
reminded  of  their  duty  toward  God,  and  of  the  ordinances, 
through  which  the  restored  Temple  must  be  honoured,  there  is 
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hot  the  faintest  reference  to  Ezekiel,  there  is  no  word  of  now 
establishing  what  he  had  been  the  first  to  hear,  and  enforce,  from 
Jehovah ;  they  acknowledge  no  obligation  to  him,  they  carry 
out  no  instruction  from  him  :  again  the  commimd  is,  '^  Bring 
the  Book  of  the  Law  of  Moses,  which  the  Lord  had  commanded 
to  Israel :  .  .  .  And  he  read  therein  before  the  broad  place, 
thait  was  before  the  water  gate,  from  early  morning  until  mid- 
day :  .  .  .  And,  on  the  second  day,  they  found  written  in 
the  law  how  that  the  Lord  had  commanded  by  Moses,  that  the 
children  of  Israel  should  dwell  in  booths  in  the  feast  of  the 
seventh  month ;  and  that  they  should  publish  and  proclaim  in 
all  their  cities  and  in  Jerusalem,  saying,  Qto  forth  unto  the 
mount  and  fetch  olive  branches  "  (Neh.  8).  Is  it  conceivable 
that,  if  God^s  first  sacrificial  prescriptions  had  been  uttered 
through  Ezekiel,  the  post-Exilic  historians  would  have  left  the 
chosen  instrument  so  absolutely  un-honoured  in  their  narrative  ? 
The  post-Exilic  prophets  are  at  one  with  the  post-Exilic 
historians  in  ignoring  all  knowledge  of  a  new  Ezekielian  Law. 
Read  through  Haggai,  Zechariah,  and  Malachi,  and  the  new 
priestly  revelation  to  Ezekiel  does  not  once  receive  the  slightest 
notice.  They  make  plentiful  reference  to  ancient  covenant  and 
commands  of  Qod,  but  His  beneficence,  in  visiting  Babylon, 
and  in  there  making  known,  for  the  first  time,  sacrificial 
prescriptions  to  Ezekiel,  seems  utterly  un-realised,  is  at  least 
utterly  un-mentioned,  by  all  three.  Haggai  bids  the  people 
remember  "the  word  that  I  covenanted  with  you  when  ye 
came  out  of  Egypt "  (2.  5)  ;  and  Malachi  is  still  more  definite, 
"  From  the  days  of  your  fathers,  ye  have  turned  aside  from 
Mine  ordinances,  and  have  not  kept  them  :  .  .  .  Bemember 
the  law  of  Moses  My  servant,  which  I  commanded  unto  him 
in  Horeb  for  all  Israel,  even  statutes  and  judgments  "  (3.  7 ; 
4.  4)  :  but  neither  of  them  mentions  Ezekiel,  as  having  done 
anything  to  revolutionise  the  worship  of  their  country,  as 
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having  introduced  a  divine  attitude  towards  sacrifice,  from 
which  all  former  prophets  would  have  recoiled.  It  will  be 
observed  that  it  is  not  an  argument  from  mere  silence  that  we 
are  drawing  from  the  historians  and  prophets,  that  succeed 
EzekieL  It  is  not  merely  that  they  do  not  mention  him,  nor 
his  allied  work :  this  might  be  explicable,  on  the  ground 
that  '^  occasion  had  not  arisen  ^'  to  describe  them.  But  it  is 
more  than  this  :  "  occasion  does  arise  "  to  refer  to  the  codifying,  / 
and  to  the  codifier,  of  sacrifice :  and,  with  one  consent,  they 
pass  Ezekiel  by,  and  ascribe  the  work  (as  a  mere  truism  of 
history)  to  another. 

We  have  already  indicated  that,  in  thus  passing  by  Ezekiel, 
they  are  only  following  the  prophet  himself ;  for  he  puts  in 
no  claim  for  l^islative  honour  :  he  never  describes  himself  as 
at  the  parting  of  the  ways,  abrogating  the  old,  and  introducing 
the  new.  We  are  reserving  to  the  second  half  of  this  chapter 
a  more  detailed  notice  of  his  Closing  Vision.  Meantime,  we 
make  on  it  this  general  remark :  Whatever  were  his  aims  in 
there  making  so  multiplied  references  to  Temple  service,  it  is  ^ 
quite  dear  that,  in  detailing  sacrificial  usages,  he  is  employing  ^ 
terms,  which,  he  is  well  assured,  will  be  intelligible  and  familiar 
to  every  reader  :  he  is  not  instituting  a  new  code,  but,  for  some  • 
weighty  purpose,  commemorating  several  requirements  of  a 
known  code.  We  give  but  one  instance,  not  simply  because 
it  is  the  earliest  sacrificial  reference  in  his  "Vision,"  but 
because  it  deals  with  a  branch  of  sacrifice,  which  Wellhausen 
is  never  weary  of  insisting  was  quite  unknown  till  Ezekiel's 
day.  The  prophet  opens  his  Vision  with  a  description  of  the 
wall  of  the  house,  and  of  its  outer  and  inner  courts,  and,  in 
the  most  artless  manner,  proceeds  :  "  And  in  the  porch  of  the 
gate  were  two  tables  on  this  side,  and  two  tables  on  that  side, 
to  slay  thereon  the  burnt  offering  and  the  sin  offering  and 
the  guilt  offering"  (40.  38,39).    According  to  Wellhauseq, 
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\  that  is  the  first  Urns  that  "  gin  offering  "  and  "  guilt  offering  '* 
/  had  been  written  of,  as  special  branches  of  sacrifice,  in  the 
1  whole  hifltorj  of  Israel  Can  any  one  believe  it  ?  Is  there  the 
faintest  suggestion  of  it  in  the  passage  ?  Can  any  one  read  the 
words,  without  the  conviction  that  the  prophet  is  specifying 
offerings,  which  he  can  rely  on  every  reader  comprehendiug 
as  old  and  established  institutions  ?  Whatever  may  have  been 
his  aim  in  filling  fully  two  chapters  with  sacrificial  arrange- 
ments, they  are  intelligible,  only  on  the  idea  that  sacrifices 
have  been  ordained  of  old,  and  that  he  is  not  delivering  a 
sacrificial  programme,  as  from  Jehovi^,  for  the  first  time* 
He  nowhere  defines,  nor  introduces  as  new,  any  of  his  sacrifices. 
He  nowhere  poses,  as  breaking  a  divine  silence,  by  which,  for 
a  millennium,  the  faithful  in  Israel  had  been  perplexed,  and 
as,  at  last,  giving  legislation,  where  formerly  was  un-restrained 
self -pleasing.  He  has  been  content,  for  ages,  to  pass  as  ^'  a 
prophet,  without  l^islative  honour,  in  his  own  country":  it 
is  only  in  modem  Germany  that  his  brow  has  been  encircled 
by  a  legislative  efflorescence,  which  neither  a  Zerubbabel  nor 
a  Haggai,  neither  an  Ezra  .nor  a  Malachi,  would  accord  to 
him — and  which  he  never  claimed  for  himself. 

III.  We  go  further,  and  add  that,  besides  resembling  the 
post-Exilics  in  their  legislative  ignoring  of  himself,  Ezekiel  fur- 
ther joins  them  in  enforcing,  as  having  ever  existed  in  Israel, 
a  definite  recognised  Code  of  divine  commandments  and 
statutes:  and  his  references  to  these  statutes  are  such,  that 
sacrificial  enactments  cannot,  with  reason,  be  eliminated  from 
them.  In  truth,  he  merely  re-echoes  the  fundamental  cry  of 
every  prophet  without  exception,  that  God  has  ennobled  Israel 
by  entering  into  a  gracious  and  endearing  covenant  with  them, 
and  that,  as  the  pledge  of  this  covenant.  He  has  given  them 
a  definite  and  elaborate  revelation  of  His  laws.    What  can  be 
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more  mtmiBfaikeable  than  this :  ^^  This  is  Jerusalem ;  I  have 
set  her  in  the  midst  of  the  nations.  And  she  hath  rebelled 
against  My  JudgtnmtSy  in  doing  wickedness  more  than  the 
nations,  and  against  My  staiuteSy  more  than  the  countries  that 
are  round  about  her :  for  they  have  rejected  M7  judgments, 
and  as  for  M7  statutes  they  have  not  walked  in  them ''  (Ezek. 
6.  5, 6)  ?  Could  the  choice  of  Israel,  and  the  formal  delivery 
of  Law  to  Israel,  be  more  explicitly  asserted  ?  And,  lest  it 
should  be  said  that  the  Law  had  no  reference  to  cultus,  what 
can  we  make  of  the  following,  in  the  same  context :  '*  Where- 
fore, as  I  live,  saith  the  Lord  God,  surely  because  thou  hast 
defiled  My  sanctuary  with  all  thy  detestable  things,  and  with 
all  thine  abominations,  therefore  will  I  also  diminish  thee  ; 
neither  shall  Mine  eye  spare,  and  I  also  will  have  no  pity  '^ 
(5.  11)  ?  Does  not  this  imply  that  the  ^^  statutes  "  and  '^  judg- 
ments "  of  the  6th  verse  included  arrangements^  for  worship, 
included  in  especial  a  legitimate  central  sanctuary,  and  that  all 
the  *^  abominations  "  of  the  nation^s  cultus  were  clear  transgres- 
sions of  divine  laws  ?  How,  again,  is  it  possible  to  exclude 
manifold  divine  regulations  of  worship  from  the  following  : 
^'Thou  hast  despised  Mine  holy  things^  and  hast  profaned 
My  Sabbaths.  .  .  .  Her  priests  have  done  violence  to  My 
LaWy  and  have  profaned  Mine  holy  things ;  they  have  put  no 
difference  between  the  holy  and  the  common,  neither  have 
they  caused  men  to  discern  between  the  unclean  and  the  clean, 
and  have  hid  their  eyes  from  My  Sabbaths,  and  I  am  profaned 
among  them  "  (22.  8,  26)  ?  Can  anything  short  of  wilful  blind- 
ness exclude  from  such  a  passage  divine  prescriptions  of  cultus  ? 
We  have  previously  seen  how  our  author  gets  quit  of  the 
multiplied  testimonies  of  the  Books  of  Kings  to  a  divinely 
fixed  legitimacy  of  sanctuary,  by  merely  crying  out  "Re- 
dactor" :  but,  we  now  ask,  what  better  is  he  of  this  feat,  so 
long  as  Ezekiel  stands  "  un-redacted  "  ?    A  central  sanctuary 
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literally  permeates  Ezekiel,  not  merely  the  Closing  Vision  of 
chapters  40 — 48,  but  the  sucoession  of  messages,  which  the 
first  half  of  his  Book  (chapters  1—24)  contains,  "  My  sanctu* 
ary**  is  continnally  appealed  to  by  Jehovah,  as  an  ancient 
and  nn-mistakeable  ordinance.  ^'  The  mountains  of  Israel  ^*  are 
specially  prophesied  against,  as  having  been  turned  into  un* 
warrantable  rivals  of  Jehovah's  sanctuary  :  "And  ye  shall 
know  that  I  am  the  Lord,  when  their  slain  men  shall  be 
.among  their  idols  round  about  their  altars,  upon  every  high 
hill,  in  all  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  and  under  every  green 
tree,  and  under  every  thick  oak,  the  place  where  they  did  offer 
sweet  savour  to  all  their  idols"  (6. 13).  "In  this  moreover 
have  your  fathers  blasphemed  Me,' in  that  they  have  committed 
a  trespass  against  Me."  Now  mark  wherein  the  "  trespass " 
consists.  "  For  when  I  had  brought  them  into  the  land  which 
I  lifted  up  Mine  hand  to  give  unto  them,  then  they  saw  every 
high  hill,  and  every  thick  tree,  and  they  offered  there  their 
sacrifices,  and  there  they  presented  the  provocation  of  their 
offering,  there  also  they  made  their  sweet  savour,  and  they 
poured  out  t?iere  their  drink  offerings  "  (20.  27,  28).  Has  not 
God  an  ancient  jealousy  for  the  "  where,"  as  well  as  for  the 
"  to  whom,"  of  sacrifice  ?  The  passage  proves,  with  over- 
whelming clearness,  that  the  "trespass"  (or  violation  of 
divine  Law),  on  the  part  of  the  ancient  Israelites,  was  not  con- 
fined to  morality,  but  was  abundantly  illustrated  in  their 
sacrifices.  We  give  only  one  other  striking  instance.  How 
can  Wellhausen's  theory  survive  the  translation  of  the  names, 
Oholah  and  Oholibah,  in  Ezek.  23  ?  Oholah  is  the  sanctuary 
in  Samaria,  and  signifies  "A^  tentj'^'  t.«.,  the  unauthorised  tent 
of  her  own  devising  and  constructing  :  Oholibah  is  the  Temple 
on  Zion,  and  signifies  "  My  tent  in  Jier^^  t.«.,  the  place,  which  I 
have  solemnly  chosen  to  record  My  name,  and  where  alone,  in 
strictness,  national  worship  can  be  acceptably  offered.     Let 
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"Wellhauflen,  therefore,  "  redact "  every  shred  of  Intimacy  out 
of  Kings  at  his  will,  yet  here  is  his  own  chosen  Ezekiel,  with  a 
perverse  legitimising  of  Zion,  remaining  to  vex  him.  Other 
cities  and  hills  may  have  their  own  tents,  Zion  alone  has 
Jehovah^s  tent :  the  sweetest  savour,  and  the  fattest  offerings, 
at  other  seats  of  worship,  were  a  "  trespass  "  of  "  your  fathers  " 
against  Jehovah. 

We  would  just  add  that  Ezekiel  is  not  more  express  as  to 
the  existence  of  prior  divine  legislation,  than  as  to  the  era,  and 
the  situation,  in  which  great  portions  of  the  l^islation  were 
delivered.  He  assigns  them  to  the  age  of  Moses,  and  to  the 
wilderness  of  Sinai.  Wellhausen  may  romance  about  a  Jeho- 
.  vist,  who  published  "  in  the  first  centuries  of  the  divided  king- 
dom,'' or  about  a  Deuteronomist,  who  forged,  and  startled,  in 
the  age  of  Josiah,  or  about  an  Ezekiel,  who,  at  last,  ushered  in  a 
^'  transition,"  a  new  departure,  in  legislation  ;  but  Ezekiel'liim- 
self  will  not  touch  these  German  discoveries  with  the  tip  of  his 
pen,  he  "knows  nothing"  of  them,  he  goes  back  to  where 
Haggai  and  Malachi  are  proud  to  follow  him,  to  '^  the  word 
that  I  covenanted  with  you  when  ye  came  out  of  Egypt,"  to 
"  the  law  of  Moses  My  servant,  which  I  commanded  unto  him 
in  Horeb  for  all  Israel,  even  statutes  and  judgments,"  and  thus 
he  writes  :  "  So  I  caused  them  to  go  forth  out  of  the'  land  of 
Egypt,  and  brought  them  into  the  wilderness.  And  I  gave 
them  Mj/  statutes,  and  showed  them  My  judgments,  which  if  a 
man  do  he  shall  live  in  them.  Moreover  also  I  gave  them  My 
Sabbaths  :  .  «  ^  But  the  house  of  Israel  rebelled  against  Me 
in  the  wilderness :  they  walked  not  in  My  statutes,  and  they 
rejected  My  judgments"  (Ezek.  20.  10-18).  Here  is  testi- 
mony, implying  the  memorable  delivery  of  a  great  amount  of 
divine  legislation,  a  thousand  years  before  Ezekiel's  day,  as 
soon  as  Egypt  was  escaped  from  :  will  Wellhausen  ransack  his 
S  ubjectivity,  and  tell  us  definitely  w?Mt  that  legislation  was  f  or 
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will  he,  at  least,  give  ns  ^^  the  faintest  trace  *'  of  proof  that  that 
legislation  could  not,  "  in  the  remotest  degree,"  concern  the 
worship  of  Israel  ?  It  could  not  be  Leviticus,  for  it  is  pest- 
ExiUc :  It  could  not  be  Deuteronomy,  for  it  is  Josian  :  It  could 
not  be  the  Jehovistic  Code,  for  it  is  post-Solomonian :  And, 
after  he  has  thus  originated  all  the  actual  Codes  centuries 
subsequent  to  the  date,  to  which  Ezekiel  goes  back,  can  he  tell 
us  what  these  plentiful  divine  '*  statutes  *'  and  divine  '^  judg- 
ments "  were,  which  Ezekiel  makes  the  very  sheet  anchor  of 
his  country's  history,  and  which  he  can  clearly  rely  on  every 
reader  of  his  prophecy  at  once  recognising  even  ^'  as  household 
words  familiar "  ?  There  was  plentiful  divine  legislation 
(Ezekiel  being  witness)  in  the  age  of  Moses  :  what  faintest 
shadow  of  proof  have  we  that  Ezekiel's  Law  of  Moses  was  not 
coincident  with  our  own  ?  If  it  was  different,  what  has  be- 
come of  it  ? 

We  have  thus  shown  that  the  pre-supposition  of  all  Ezekiel's 
reproofs  is  a  definite  covenant,  and  a  definite  Law,  administered 
in  Israel  since  the  Exodus.  He  never  hints  that  the  people's 
religious  worship  has  been  all  along  out-with  Jehovah's  regula- 
tion, and  that  he  himself  is  to  be  the  first  to  "  burst  into  the 
lonely  sea  "  of  divine  sacrificial  prescription.  God  has  spoken 
already  in  "  My  statutes "  and  "  My  judgments,"  which  deal 
with  "  Mine  incense  "  and  "  Mine  oil,"  with  "  My  priests  "  and 
"Mine  altar,"  with  "My  Sabbaths,"  "My  sanctuary,"  and 
"  Mine  holy  things  "  :  and  it  is  surely  passing  strange  that  the 
witness  to  ail  this  should  himself  be  the  first  to  conceive,  and 
to  proclaim,  that  priestly  l^slation  can,  to  any  extent,  come 
under  Jehovah's  care. 

(B) 
So  much  for  the  general  question  of  Ezekiel's  sacrificial 
attitude.    Is  it  at  all  impaired  by  anything  he  has  written 
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in  cbapterg  40—48  ?  To  thig  question  we  now  address  our- 
selves, and  shall  endeavour  to  show  that,  in  these  chapters, 
Ezekiel  makes  no  approach  to  describing  himself  as  the  first  of 
sacrificial  l^islators— or  as  a  literal  legislator  at  all, 

We  are  not  to  be  supposed  so  presumptuous  as  to  imagine 
that  we  can  walk  round  about  EzekiePs  city,  and  enter  all  the 
chambers  of  his  Temple,  and  walk  by  the  banks  of  his  healing 
waters,  and  tell  all  he  felt  when  '^  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was 
upon  him,"  and  explain  what  was  the  divine  scope  in  all  the 
manifold  particularisations  of  the  Vision.  We  cannot  doubt 
that  the  prophet  would  be  restrained  from  a  full  appreciation 
of  what  he  saw,  as  well  as  his  modem  interpreter :  he  would 
'^  search  what,  or  what  manner  of  time,  the  Spirit  of  Christ  (in 
giving  him  the  glorious  Vision)  did  signify."  But,  though 
disclaiming  a  perfect  realisation,  this  does  not  imply  that  we 
can  learn  nothing  as  to  its  general  import  and  purpose,  from  a 
reverent  review  of  its  contents  and  surroundings.  It  may  be 
non  omnia  possumus :  yet  it  may  be  possible  to  learn  much — 
enough  to  redeem  the  Vision  from  the  paltry  Imaginations  that 
would  profane  it.  Keeping  the  question  of  Sacrifice  specially  in 
view,  we  proceed  to  offer  a  few  criticisms  on  the  Vision. 

I.  The  prophecies  of  Ezekiel  are  arranged  by  the  prophet 
himself  in  three  very  natural  and  intelligible  groups.  The  first 
group  is  chapters  1 — 24,  delivered  from  the  fifth  year  of  his 
captivity  to  the  b^inning  of  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  and  con- 
sists of  warnings  and  denunciations,  for  the  people's  wickedness. 
The  second  group  is  chapters  25 — 32,  delivered  during  the  siege 
of  Jerusalem,  and  consisting  exclusively  of  judgments  threat- 
ened against  heathen  nations.  The  third  group  consists  of 
chapters  33—48,  and  extends  from  the  capture  of  Jerusalem,  in 
B.C.  587,  to  B.O.  573,  and  is  taken  up  with  a  succession  of  glow- 
ing metaphorical  descriptions  of  a  future  Bestoration,  and 
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Abundance,  and  Triumph,  and  Faithfulness,  in  which  God^s 
dealings  with  His  people  will  culminate. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  eight  closing  chapters,  while,  in 
one  sense,  a  separate  Yision,  are,  in  another  sense,  a  member  in 
a  group  of  similar,  and  related,  Visions.  (1)  There  is  the  Vision 
of  Israel  as  a  flock,  whom  false  shepherds  have  left  to  ^^  wander 
through  all  the  mountains,*'  '^  scattered  upon  all  the  face  of  the 
earth  " :  and  God  resolves,  "  I  mjself  will  search  for  My  sheep 
•  •  •  And  I  will  bring  them  out  from  among  the  peoples 
.  .  •  I  will  feed  them  with  good  pasture,  and  upon  the  moun- 
tains of  the  height  of  Israel  shall  their  fold  be  :  •  .  .  And 
I  will  set  up  one  shepherd  over  them,  and  he  shall  feed  them, 
even  My  servant  David,  and  he  shall  be  their  shepherd.  And 
I  the  Lord  will  be  their  God,  and  My  servant  David  prince 
among  them :  I  the  Lord  have  spoken  it "  (34).  (2)  Another 
Vision  compares  the  house  of  Israel,  with  their  hope  and  liberty 
extinguished,  to  a  valley  filled  with  dry  bones:  but  the  day  comes 
when  God's  Spirit  breathes  upon  the  slain,  and  they  stand  upon 
their  feet  "  an  exceeding  great  army "  :  "  and  ye  shall  know 
that  I  am  the  Lord  when  I  have  opened  your  graves,  and  caused 
you  to  come  up  out  of  your  graves,  0  my  people  :  and  I  will 
put  My  Spirit  in  you,  and  ye  shall  live,  and  I  will  place  you  in 
your  own  land ;  and  ye  shall  know  that  I  the  Lord  have  spoken 
it  and  performed  it,  saith  the  Lord  "  (37).  (3)  Another  Vision 
represents  heathen  oppressors,  as  Gog  and  Magog,  "coming 
from  their  place  out  of  the  uttermost  parts  of  the  earth,"  to 
make  war  upon  Israel,  restored  securely  in  their  own  land,  "  to 
take  the  spoil  and  to  take  the  prey '':  but  God  is  heard  crying 
*'  behold,  I  am  against  thee,  0  Gog,  and  I  will  turn  thee  about," 
and  He  accomplishes  such  an  utter  rout  of  the  invaders,  that  He 
invites  "  the  birds  of  every  sort,  and  every  beast  of  the  field," 
to  come  to  His  "  great  sacrifice  of  the  dead  on  the  mountains 
of  Israel :  ye  shall  eat  the  flesh  of  the  mighty,  and  drink  the 
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blood  of  the  princes  of  the  earth "  (38,  39).  (4)  The  last 
Vision,  which  seems  at  once  considerably  later,  and  more  elabo- 
rated, than  the  others,  occurs  on  "  a  very  high  mountain  "  in 
the  land  of  Israel,  "  whereon  was  as  it  were  the  frame  of  a  city 
on  the  south  ";  and  the  chief  glory  of  the  city  is  the  Temple, 
whose  walls  and  courts  and  chambers  and  furniture  are  most 
carefully  described :  and  into  this  Temple  a  magnificent  efful- 
gence of  the  divine  glory,  seen  in  vision,  enters,  with  the 
announcement,  '*  this  is  the  place  of  My  throne,  and  the  place 
of  the  soles  of  My  feet,  where  I  will  dwell  in  the  midst  of  the 
children  of  Israel  for  ever":  and  then  "all  the  ordinances  of 
the  house  and  all  the  laws  thereof,"  and  **  a  holy  oblation  of 
land  "  on  each  side  of  it,  and  an  exact  "  dividing  by  lot  for  an 
inheritance  "  of  the  rest  of  the  land  among  the  tribes,  and  the 
issuing  of  a  wondrous  river  of  fertility  eastward  from  the  altar, 
are  described:  and  prince  and  priests  and  people  are  enjoined 
to  multiply  joyous  and  acceptable  sacrifices  in  the  Temple  of 
that  city,  whose  enduring  name  shall  be  "  Jehovdh-is-There,^^ 

From  this  summary,  it  will  appear  that  the  closing  group  of 
glowing  pictures  combine  in  emphasising  the  sure  dawning  of 
future  days  of  restoration  and  gladness,  of  signal  privilege  and 
of  faithful  service,  by  which  the  people  should  strive  to  comfort 
themselves,  even  amid  their  present  un-exampled  oppression  and 
desolation.  What  Israel  were  to  experience,  forty  or  fifty  years 
after  the  prophet  wrote,  cannot  be  held  to  exhaust  the  vista  of 
future  splendour  and  blessing,  that  opens  before  him :  so  far 
from  exhausting  his  words,  he  does  not  even  refer  to  the 
proclamation  of  Cyrus,  nor  to  the  builders  of  Zerubbabel,  nor 
to  the  weakening  of  their  hands,  and  the  frustration  of  their 
purpose,  by  which  they  were  beset :  it  is  not  any  isolated  inci- 
dent, nor  any  single  generation,  of  the  future,  that  fills  his  eye  ; 
he  is  pointing  to  the  glorious  consummation,  in  which  the  true 
Israel,  the  true  seed  of  Abraham,  are  to  be  exalted,  when  the 
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true  "  David  "  shall  have  been  raised  up  as  "  the  good  Shep- 
herd," when  the  true  "  Temple  "  shall  have  been  constructied  as 
"  an  habitation  for  God  through  the  Spirit."  The  restora- 
tions under  Zerubbabel  and  Ezra  were  bat  partial,  and 
un-satisfjring,  beginnings  of  a  Resurrection,  and  an  Ingather- 
ing, and  a  Purification,  which  God  fulfils  to  His  universal 
church  in  many  ages,  in  many  d^rees,  and  in  many  ways. 
Not  one  of  Ezekiers  glowing  pictures  can  be  fixed  down 
as  descriptive  of  one  historical  crisis,  and  of  that  crisis 
alone.  They  are  fuU  of  a  general  and  glorious  blessedness,  to 
which  all  the  true  Israel  are  served  heirs.  Such  promises  as 
these— "a new  heart  will  I  give  you "  ;  "I  will  put  My  Spirit 
in  you,  and  ye  shall  live,  and  come  up  out  of  your  graves  "  ; 
"  David  My  servant  shall  be  their  prince  for  ever  "  ;  "I  will  be 
magnified  in  the  sight  oi  many  nations "  ;  "I  will  dwell  in  the 
midst  of  the  children  of  Israel  for  ever  "  ;  "  every  living  crea- 
ture, in  every  place  whither  the  rivers  come,  shaU  live  "  ;  "the 
fruit  of  the  tree  shaU  be  for  meat,  and  the  leaf  thea:«of  for 
healing  " — these  are  promises,  which  swell  as  key-notes,  through 
his  whole  succession  of  Apocalyptic  anthems  (33 — 48) ;  they 
are  promises,  whose  foundation  was  "the  exceeding  riches  of 
(Jod's  grace,"  in  every  age  that  was  to  follow — ^pronuses,  there- 
fore, through  which  not  only  the  exiles  by  Chebar  might  be 
revived,  as  they  "  saw  them  through  a  glass  darkly,"  but  which, 
in  their  inexhaustible  fulness,  are  held  forth  to  the  Churches 
believing  admiration  still,  so  that  by  them  (as  by  the  promise 
to  Abraham)  "  all  the  families  of  the  earth  may  more  and 
more  be  blessed." 

II.  That  we  are  justified  in  this  wide,  and  enduring,  a^^li- 
cation  of  Ezekiei's  Visions  seems  implied  in  the  fact  that,  long 
after  the  ransomed  from  Babylon  have  been  again  driven,  in 
fiercer  judgment,  to  the  ends  of  the  earth,  the  imagery  of 
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Ezekiel  still  hovers  around  another  exile,  in  Patmos  ;  and  the 
glorious  future  of  the  Church  is  set  forth,  on  the  glowing  pages 
of  the  Apocalypse  of  John,  in  Visions,  which  it  is  impossible 
not  to  associate  with  the  group  we  are  reviewing.  We  have  a 
similar  Vision  of  all  hostile  nations  '^as  Gog  and  Magog, 
gathered  from  the  four  comers  of  the  earth,^'  to  war  against 
the  saints,  and  suffering  a  tremendous  divine  overthrow.  We 
have  a  similar  Vision  of  the  redeemed  "  gathered  out  of  all 
tribes  and  kindreds,*'  and  of  Him,  who  is  the  root  and 
offspring  of  "  David,"  acting  as  their  **  Good  Shepherd  "  who 
'^  shall  feed  them  and  lead  them  to  living  fountains  of  water." 
We  have  a  similar  Vision  of  "  a  river  of  water  of  life,  bright  as 
crystal,  proceeding  out  of  the  throne  of  God  and  of  the  Lamb : 
and  on  tim  side  of  the  river  and  on  that  was  the  tree  of  life, 
bearing  twelve  manner  of  f ruite,  yielding  its  fruit  every  month  : 
and  the  leaves  of  the  tree  w^e  for  the  healing  of  the  nations  ": 
this  is  almost  a  literal  transcript  from  the  last  chapter  but  one 
of  Ezekiel.  And,  to  name  only  one  other,  we  have  a  similar 
Vision  of  a  resplendent  and  symmetrical  city,  when  the  prophet 
was  "  carried  away  in  the  Spirit  to  a  mountain  great  and  high," 
and  when  an  angel  there  ^^  showed  him  the  holy  city,  new 
Jerusalem,  coming  down  out  of  heaven  from  God,  and  having 
the  glory  of  (Jod"  ;  and  the  angel  "  has  a  golden  reed  in  his 
hand  to  measure  the  city  "  ;  and  its  walls  and  gates  and  foun- 
dations are  set  down  with  loving  exactitude ;  and  the  grand 
truth,  symbolised  by  all,  is  given  as  this,  "  Behold,  the  taber- 
nacle of  God  is  with  men,  and  He  shall  dwell  with  them,  and 
they  shall  be  His  peoples,  and  God  Himself  shall  be  with  them 
and  be  their  God."  What  is  this  but  Ezekiers  surpassing 
divine  glory,  entering,  and  fillii^,  an  Ideal  Structure,  whose 
enduring  title  thenceforth  is  "  Jehovah-is-There  "  ? 

The  analogies,  thus  indicated,  are  at  once  numerous,  and  un- 
mistakeable,  and  close.    They  lean  on  a  common  Inspiration, 
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and  they  point  to  a  common  Future.  And,  in  view  of  them, 
can  it  be  doubted  that  He,  whose  "  manifold  wisdom  "  **  sees 
the  end  from  the  beginning,"  has  employed  both  Ezekiel  and 
John,  in  similar  striking  and  instructive  metaphors,  and  in  such 
modifications  as  suited  their  respective  eras,  to  give  assurance 
of  His  Omnipotent  Reign  of  Grace,  feebly  adumbrated  by  a 
reviving  Judaism,  more  memorably  developed  when  the  Word 
was  made  flesh,  gradually  unfolding  as  the  heathen  become 
Christ's  heritage,  and  at  last  to  be  openly  beheld  and  celebrated, 
when  a  multitude  that  no  man  can  number  shall  be  assembled 
on  the  mountains  of  Israel,  when  the  dry  bones  of  the  dead, 
small  and  great,  shall  stand  an  exceeding  great  army  before  the 
great  white  throne,  when  the  city  "  Jehovah-is-There "  shall 
be  thronged  with  worshippers  that  rest  not  day  nor  night 
from  serving  Him,  and  when  the  river,  whose  streams  make 
glad  the  city,  shall  flow  full  and  refreshing  and  fertilising  for 
evermore  ? 

III.  The  positive  guidance,  which  we  thus  derive  from  the 
contents,  and  connection,  of  the  Visions  themselves,  and  also 
from  their  obvious  free  prolongation  in  the  New  Testament,  may 
be  said  to  be  reflected,  in  negative  form,  in  the  utter  abstinence 
of  Ezekiel's  Jewish  successors  from  treating  him  as  a  prosaic 
legislator,  fixing  authoritatively  breadths  of  porches,  and  num- 
bers of  gate  steps,  and  lengths  of  chambers,  and  kinds  of  animals 
for  sin-offering,  and  priestly  garments,  and  the  tribal  divisions 
of  Canaan,  and  the  square  boundaries  of  Jerusalem.  These 
are  the  details  of  which  the  Vision  is  full ;  and,  as  regards  none 
of  these,  is  Ezekiel  ever  spoken  of  as  the  patron  or  the  guide. 
The  Christian  Church  lias  never  taken  the  number  of  gates,  and 
the  precious  materials,  and  the  precise  measurements  of  the 
Apocalyptic  Jerusalem,  either  as  fixing,  with  literal  accuracy, 
our  heavenly  hopes,  or  as  needing  to  be  literally  reflected,  in  any 
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earfchly  strnctores,  which  we  build  to  the  divine  honour :  she  has 
been  content  to  see  in  the  Vision  the  pledge  of  a  future  inheri- 
tance of  splendour  and  of  purity,  such  as  cannot  "  yet  appear." 
And  all  the  evidence  at  command  leads  to  the  conclusion  that 
the  Jewish  church  accepted  Ezekiel's  lofty  Vision  in  a  precisely 
similar  manner  :  it  was  a  pledge  to  them  that  God^s  promise  to 
the  seed  of  Abraham  would  yet  meet  with  unspeakably  glorious 
fulfilments,  a  clear  witness,  along  with  the  seven  chapters  which 
precede  it,  of  the  abounding  prosperity  and  purity  of  the 
Messianic  days,  for  which  they  longed.  But  they  never  made 
any  attempt  to  literalise  it,  or  to  exhaust  it,  by  applying  it  to 
the  efforts,  and  to  the  fortunes,  of  the  returned  exiles,  within  a 
century  of  the  time  when  the  prophet  wrote.  They  never 
speak  of  it  as  a  sacred  duty  to  make  their  second  Jerusalem 
precisely  after  the  fashion  of  Ezekiel's  "  frame  of  a  city  on  the 
south":  they  never  speak  of  having  to  lay  off  their  second 
Temple  in  accordance  with  EzekiePs  '^  man  like  brass,  with  a 
Ime  of  flax  in  his  hand,  and  a  measuring  reed,"  and  of  assigning 
to  its  courts,  and  to  its  chambers,  and  to  its  galleries,  and  to  its 
cooking  houses,  their  sizes  and  situations,  precisely  as  his  Vision 
fixed  them :  they  never  speak  of  having  to  locate  the  tribes, 
and  assign  their  princes'  residence,  and  trace  out  the  new 
borders  of  Canaan,  in  conformity  with  the  inexorable  regula- 
tions laid  down  by  Ezekiel.  They  plan  and  build,  they  worship 
and  sacrifice,  they  fix  dwellings  and  borders,  and,  in  none  of 
all  these  matters,  do  they  proclaim  themselves  debtors  to  a 
Law,  seen  "in  the  visions  of  God"  by  the  prophet  of  the 
Captivity. 

Such  evidence  may  be  but  n^ative,  yet  it  seems  overwhelm-  < 
ing,  that  neither  Ezekiel  nor  the  people  regarded  his  Vision  as 
a  hard-and-fast  catalogue  of  prescriptions  and  ceremonies,  to  be 
rigidly  carried  out,  on  their  first  re-entering  Canaan.    Is  it 
conceivable  that  they  should  never  have  traced  their  patriotic 
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labours  to  the  elaborate  revelations  given  through  him,  that 
not  one  solitary  reference  to  him  should  occur  in  connection 
with  Temple  predncts  and  dtj  walls  and  peopling  of  the  land, 
that,  when  their  long  and  dangerous  woi^  was  over,  there 
should  not  be  the  slightest  commemoration  of  Gknl's  word  by 
Ezekiel  being  now  at  last  auspiciously  fulfilled,  if  they  had  re- 
garded their  Jerusidem  as  the  full  embodiment  of  the  dty 
*^  Jehovah-iS'Tfterey^  if  they  r^arded  the  resplendent  divine 
glory,  and  His  people^s  holy  services,  and  the  universal  heal- 
ing of  the  waters,  as  mainly,  and  suffidenUy,  realised  in  the 
comparatively  tame  achievements  of  a  Zembbabel,  or  of  a 
Nehemiah  ? 

lY.  This  ignoring  of  Ezekiel  as  a  legislator  becomes  further 
intelligible,  and  Wellhausen's  ascription  of  far-reaching  l^is- 
lative  intents  to  him  becomes  indefensible,  when  we  consider 
that  the  Vision  can  be  shown,  in  many  particulars,  to  be  abso- 
lutely incapable  of  literal  fulfilment.  Not  only  did  the  returned 
exiles  make  no  mention  of  Ezekiel's  Vision,  but  they  would  have 
found  the  details  of  his  Vision  incapable  of  realisation,  if  they 
had  made  the  attempt.  We  shall  give  several  illustrations  of 
this  incapability,  selected  in  such  a  manner  as  to  show  that  it 
is  characteristic,  not  of  one  section  merely  of  the  Vision,  but  of 
all  its  sections.  Our  author  would  not  go  to  ^SIsop's  Fables, 
and,  while  treating  ninety-nine  of  them  as  fiction,  ask  us  to 
accept  the  hundredth  as  matter  of  fact.  Neither  should  he  go 
to  Ezekiel's  storehouse  of  Ideals,  and  select  one  of  them 
(to  suit  his  whim)  as  the  most  pronounced  embodiment  of 
the  Beal.  The  following  are  samples  of  the  Ideality  of  the 
Vision  : 

(1)  Suppose  the  returned  exiles  had  looked  to  Ezekiel's 
Vision  for  direction  bs  U>  the  site  of  their  restored  city  and 
Temple,  they  would  have  found  that  even  this  elementary  point 
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is  left  quite  un-defined,  and  un-disooverable^  All  they  would 
have  found  was  this  :  ''  In  the  Visions  of  God  brought  he  me 
into  the  land  of  Israel,  and  set  me  down  upon  a  very  high 
mountain.'^  What  definite  clue  could  be  extracted  from  that  ? 
They  might  have  wandered  from  Dan  to  Beersheba,  without 
any  certainty  as  to  when  the  scene  of  Ezekiel's  Vision  was 
before  them.  If  it  suited  Wellhausen,  he  would  soon  tell  us 
that  there  is  no  fixing  here  of  any  definite  locality,  that 
nothing  but  unconscious  prepossession  makes  us  hurry  to 
identify  the  scene  with  Zion,  that  such  a  petty  eminence 
as  Zion  cannot  possibly  be  shadowed  forth  as  ^'a  very  high 
mountain,''  and  that  thus,  on  the  very  thrediold  of  the  Vision, 
we  have  the  clearest  demonstration  of  its  quite  indefinite  and 
ideal  character.  Of  any  exclusiye  reference  to  a  literal  Jeru- 
salem, and  to  a  literal  Zion,  Ezekiel  ''knows  nothing":  and, 
if  the  very  foundation  be  ideal,  how  can  the  superstructure 
be  made  material  and  real  ? 

(2)  The  same  reasoning  applies  to  the  dimensions  of  the  city 
as  to  its  site.    By  no  possibility  can  its  dimensions  be  made  to 
correspond  with  those  of  Jerusalem.     It  is  to  be  an  exact  < 
square,  each  side  four  thousand  five  hundred  reeds,  so  that ''  it  ^ 
shall  be  eighteen  thousand  reeds  round  abouf    This  seems  to  , 
represent  fully  thirty-six  miles,  and,  if  so,  it  is  more  than  eight 
times  the  size  of  Jerusalem  I    Josephus  reckons  the  circuit  of 
the  city  in  his  day  to  be  little  more  than  four  miles.    Do  not 
such  facts  turn  to  utt^  folly  the  attempt  to  literalise  EzekieFs 
Vision  ?    Will  Wellhausen  hold  that  Zerubbabel  was  a  trans- 
gressor, in  not  squaring,  and  sizing,  the  city,  as  ''  the  Visions 
of  God  "  directed  ? 

(8)  The  same  impossibility  of  literal  realisation  adheres  to 
the  minute  and  exact  measurements  of  the  koly  oblation  of  land, 
in  the  midst  of  Israel,  for  the  Levites,  for  the  priests,  for  the 
Temple,  for  the  city,  and  for  the  prince.    The  whole  is  a  purely 
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symbolic  picture,  which  no  ingenuity  could  have  actualised  in 
Canaan  :  it  represents  the  city  and  its  suburbs  (alone)  as  about 
forty  miles  by  eight :  "  Te  shall  appoint  the  possession  of  the 
city  five  thousand  (reeds)  broad  and  five  and  twenty  thousand 
long,  side  by  side  with  the  oblation  of  the  holy  portion  :  it 
shall  be  for  the  whole  house  of  Israel,"  "it  shall  be  for 
common  use,  for  the  city,  for  dwelling  and  for  suburbs."  The 
portion  of  territory,  thus  rigidly  defined,  is  styled  the  Lord's 
"heave-offering."  No  such  "offering"  ever  was,  or  could 
have  been,  literally  presented  to  Him  in  Judah. 

(4)  We  add  next  that,  while  the  city  and  its  adjacent  land 
are  thus  "  polemical "  against  being  literally  understood,  the 
rest  of  Canaan,  as  a  whoU,  is  equally  "  offended  "  at  Ezekiel's 
measuring  reed  :  it  will  not  shape  itself  into  conformity  with 
it  at  all.  Whoever  carried  out  the  precepts  of  Ezekiel's 
"  Torah,''  in  their  stem  literality,would  have  had  to  take  up  the 
Jordan  in  the  hollow  of  his  hand,  and  carry  it  Eastward,  and 
straighten  its  course  ;  he  would  have  had  to  deal  likewise  with 
the  Mediterranean,  and  make  an  extensive  rectification  of  its 
Eastern  waters ;  he  would  have  had  to  accomplish  sundry  other 
geographical  feats,  too  many  to  mention.  Ezekiel  idealises  the 
whole  land,  as  completely  as  he  idealises  Zion,  if  he  intends  it 
foT  the  un-defined  "  very  high  mountain."  He  is  not  laying 
down  arrangements,  to  be  slavishly  and  literally  followed,  he  is 
giving  general  and  symbolical  illustrations,  whose  main  aim  is 
to  establish  the  people,  and  every  coming  age  as  well,  in  the 
assurance  of  essential  spiritual  ta^th  and  hope. 

(6)  Need  we  add  how  applicable  the  same  criticism  is  to  the 
description  of  "  the  glory  of  the  God  of  Israel  coming  from  the 
way  of  the  East,  and  His  voice  was  like  the  sound  of  many 
waters,  and  the  earth  shined  with  His  glory  :  and  the  glory  of 
the  Lord  came  into  the  house  by  the  way  of  the  gate  whose 
prospect  is  toward  the  East"  ?    Was  there  ever  any  such 
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entrance  of  the  divine  gloiy  by  any  Eastern  gate  which  the 
returned  exiles  set  np  ? 

(6)  And  what  of  another  equally  memorable  association  with 
that  Eastern  gate  ?  What  of  the  '*  waters  issuing  from  under 
the  threshold  of  the  house  Eastward,"  which  rose  till  they  were 
**  waters  to  swim  in  a  river  that  could  not  be  passed  through," 
the  direction  of  whose  flow,  and  the  produce  of  whose  banks, 
and  the  efficacy  of  whose  healing  virtue,  are  all  so  carefully 
enforced  on  the  prophet  by  his  guide  with  the  measuring  reed  ? 
Beneath  the  rock  of  the  Temple  hill  there  was  a  most  useful 
spring,  "  the  waters  of  Shiloah  that  go  softly,"  but,  if  that  is 
had  in  view  at  all,  how  completely  is  it  exceeded,  and  forgotten, 
in  the  broad  fertilising  river,  which  so  clearly  shadows  forth 
the  "  fulness  of  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel,"  to  which  Jew  and 
Gentile  alike,  "  whosoever  will,  may  come  and  take  freely  of 
the  water  of  life "  I  By  no  possibility  could  that  river,  so 
prominent,  and  so  minutely  described,  in  the  prophet's  Vision, 
have  been  actualised  by  the  returned  exiles.  That  river  is 
as  circumstantially,  and  lovingly,  outlined  as  any  section  of  the 
Vision,  yet  it  has  only  an  ideal  flow. 

Now,  here  is  our  argument  from  these  extended  iUustrations. 
When  every  successive  landmark  of  the  Vision  is  thus  incapable 
of  literal  execution,  when  the  site  is  ideal,  when  the  house  is 
ideal,  when  the  city  is  ideal,  when  the  divine  glory  is  ideal, 
when  the  prince's  residence  is  ideal,  when  the  divisions  of 
the  land  are  ideal,  when  the  river  flowing  from  the  sanctuary 
is  ideal,  wWi  what  consistency ^  or  authority,  can  we  strip  off 
this  ideal  character /rom  the  8acnfice8^yi\n!Ai  are  represented 
pS^bBFered  in  this  ideal  house,  for  this  ideal  people,  by  this 
ideal  prince  ?  Where  all  else  is  symbol,  how  is  hard  literality 
to  be  affixed  to  the  sacrifices  ?  There  is  not  the  slightest  hint 
of  a  descent  from  symbolism  in  that  department  of  the  Vision, 
and  in  that  alone.    If  Ezekiel  was  to  write  to  be  understood,  it 
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was  natural  for  him  to  represent  the  future  and  glorious  divine 
service,  on  which  he  expatiates,  under  the  figures  of  Temple  and 
priest  and  sacrifice.  John,  in  Patmos,  might  say  of  the  New 
Jerusalem,  which  he  beheld  in  vision,  "  I  saw  no  Temple 
therein,''  for  he  wrote  for  an  age,  when  Judaism  and  its  Temple 
had  waxed  old  and  vanished  away :  but,  for  Ezekiel's  age,  a 
glorious  divine  service  would  hardly  have  been  apprehensible, 
unless  cast  in  the  moulds  of  sacrifice.  The  5l8t  Psalm,  while 
realising  the  inadequacy  of  mere  material  offerings  C'Thou 
requirest  not  sacrifice,  else  would  I  give  it :  Thou  delightest 
not  in  bumt-o£fering "),  yet  looks  forward  to  "sacrifices  of 
righteousneas,"  offered  in  "Zion,"  as  the  readiest  available 
symbol  of  future  accepted  faithfulness  ("then  shalt  Thou 
delight  in  burnt-offering  and  whole  burnt-offering  :  then  shall- 
they  offer  bullocks  upon  Thine  altar  ").  And  so  Ezekiel,  in  the 
midnight  of  captivity,  cannot  describe  the  dawning  of  better 
days,  without  most  naturally  employing  the  mountain  of  Ood's 
holiness,  and  the  city  of  our  solemnities,  and  the  altar  with  its 
costly  offerings,  as  emblematic  of  that  future  inexhaustible 
blessedness,  of  which  God  inspired  him  to  give  assurance.  But 
he  nowhere  indicates  that  the  sacrifices  are  less  ideal  than  the 
mountain,  and  the  city,  and  the  inheritance,  and  the  prince, 
with  which  they  are  associated.  He  does  not  even  mention  the 
ending  of  the  Captivity,  and  the  return  to  Zion,  and  the  repair- 
ing, of  the  walls,  so  far  is  he  from  having  that  era  exclusively 
in  his  eye.  There  are  ideality,  and  symbolism,  stamped  un- 
mistakeably  from  end  to  end  of  his  Yision ;  and  it  is  mere 
wanton  self -pleasing,  instead  of  consistent  criticism,  to  separate 
from  a  host  of  Ideals  one  quite  undistinguished  from  the  rest, 
and  compel  it  to  wear  a  garb  of  Bealism. 

V.  A  conclusive  corroboration  of  what  has  just  been  urged 
is  derived  by  looking  at  the  future  worship  in  the  second 
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Temple.  We  have  compared  ihe  sacrifices  with  the  other  con- 
tents of  the  Vision :  compare  them  now  with  the  sacrifices  of 
those,  for  whom  the  Yisicm  is  declared  to  have  served  as  a 
'^  programme.*'  Assume  the  tmth  of  this  '^  programme  "  fancy  ; 
assnme  that,  for  the  first  time  in  Israel's  history,  a  ritual  Law 
was  at  length  written  down  in  Qod's  name  by  Ezekiel ;  assnme 
that  a  specially  angnst  revelation  of  the  divine  glory  was 
vouchsafed  to  him,  as  a  preliminary  to  his  carefully  noting 
down  what  must  be  the  sacrificial  praxis  of  a  post-Exilic  Temple ; 
assume  this,  and  is  it  conceivable  that  ^  thej  of  the  Captivity  " 
should  not  merely  have  left  his  novel  and  solemn  direction  of 
them  absolutely  un-referred  to,  but  should  have  established 
essential  ordinances,  which  do  not  receive  the  remotest  notice, 
or  sanction,  from  his  Vision  ?  Yet  that  they  did  so  is  quite 
notorious.  We  shall  specify  a  few  examples.  (1)  Ezekiel 
never  names  a  high-priest,  yet  that  was  by  far  thenmost"^ 
influential  Jewish  functionary  of  post-Exilic  time.  Are  we  to 
suppose  that  Ezekiel  was  selected  to  prescribe  for  the  people 
^'  all  the  ordinances  of  the  house,  and  all  the  forms  thereof,  and 
all  the  laws  thereof,"  and  yet  that  he  has  omitted  all  reference 
to  the  chiefest  of  all  ?  (2)  The  Day  of  Atonement  does  not 
get  the  slightest  notice  from  Ezekiel,  that  day,  on  which  alone 
the  most  holy  place  was  entered,  and  the  mercy-seat  was 
sprinkled,  and  all  the  people's  forgetfulnesses,  for  the  past  year, 
were  confessed  and  expiated.  Is  this  conceivable  on  the  theory 
that  he  was  receiving  a  definite,  and  authoritative,  programme 
for  the  people's  future  service  ?  (8)  The_Feast  of  Pentecost  is 
not  referred  to, — that  feast  which  was  afterwards  signalised  as 
tEeoccasion  of  the  baptism  of  the  Christian  Church  with  the 
Promise  of  the  Father  :  (4)  nor  are  the  feast  on  the  first^ay  of 
the  seventh  month,  the  memorial  of  blowing  oF  trumpets^,  and 
various  other  undoubted  sacrificial  laws  of  Judaism,  at  all 
referred  to. 
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We  are  not  urging,  nor  do  we,  in  the  least,  need  to  suppose, 
that  these  laws  and  appointments  were  unknown  to  Ezekiel. 
We  can  readily  believe  that  he  was  quite  familiar  with  them, 
though  he  was  not  instructed  to  incorporate  the  whole  of 
Leviticus  in  his  Vision.  It  is  susceptible  of  proof  that  he  was 
acquainted  with  ordinances  of  Leviticus,  which  he  has  not 
formally  prescribed.  We  see,  for  example,  that,  though  the 
laws  of  the  jubilee  year  are  not  laid  down,  there  is  an  incidental 
reference,  which  implies  his  knowledge  of  them  :  "  but  if  the 
prince  give  of  his  inheritance  a  gift  to  one  of  his  servants,  it 
shall  be  his  to  the  year  of  liberty ;  then  it  shall  return  to  the 
prince  ":  could  anything  show  more  clearly  that  he  can  rely  on 
his  readers'  familiarity  with  the  details  of  the  Levitical  Code  ? 
So,  again,  when  he  uses  the  expressions,  "in  all  the  appointed 
feasts  of  the  house  of  Israel,"  and  "when  the  people  of  the  land 
shall  come  before  the  Lord  in  the  appointed  feasts,"  we  do  not 
say  that  it  is  demonstrated,  but  we  do  say  that  it  is  rendered  a 
most  natural  inference,  that  he  knows  of  more  than  the  two 
feasts  (Passover  and  Tabernacles)  which  he  has  specified,  and 
that  he  can  rely  on  the  people's  familiarity  with  "  the  set  feasts 
of  the  Lord,  even  holy  convocations,"  prescribed  in  the  Law  of 
Moses.  Other  similar  apparent  pre-suppositions  might  be 
noted.  We  need  not  doubt,  therefore,  but  the  High  Priest, 
and  Day  of  Atonement,  and  Pentecost,  were  quite  familiar  to 
him,  though  they  are  not  legislated  for  in  his  Vision. 

We  have  already  urged  that  the  employment  of  sacrificial 
ritual  was  a  practical  necessity  to  him.  In  describing  the 
glorious  future  of  the  divine  kingdom,  b^inning  feebly  with  a 
restored  Israel,  but,  in  its  deepest  meaning,  extending  far  into 
Messianic  days,  he  could  hardly  write  intelligibly,  without  pre- 
senting the  faithful  worship  of  the  kingdom  in  the  drapery 
of  Mosaic  ordinances  :  he  freely  uses  these  ordinances,  not 
exhaustively,  but    in  many  prominent   particulars,  specially. 
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perhaps,  such  as  may  fitly  symbolise  the  pure  hearts,  and  united 
praises,  and  un-interrupted  zeal,  wherewith  He,  who  is  a  Spirit, 
would  be  worshipped  everywhere  in  spirit  and  in  truth.  The 
principle,  that  guided  the  sacrificial  selections,  is  not  revealed 
to  us,  was  probably  not  fully  revealed  to  himself;  and  we 
cannot  be  wise  above  what  is  written.  His  Vision  seems  natu- 
rally read,  as  embodying  selected  rites  from  a  well-known 
ritual,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  as  marked  by  such  variations 
and  omissions,  as  would  readily  suggest,  to  his  reflective  reader, 
that  the  ultimate  satisfaction  of  Ood  will  not  be  in  'Hhe  letter 
that  kiUeth,  but  in  the  spirit  that  giveth  life."  We  can  thus 
reasonably  explain,  on  the  one  hand,  why  his  l^al  references 
should  be  so  abundant,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  why  his  fellow- 
countrymen  should  so  entirely  ignore  him  as  a  l^islator,  and 
why  they  never  dream  of  any  exact  re-production  of  what  he 
saw  "in  the  Visions  of  God  "  only,  when  he  was  "set  down 
upon  a  very  high  mountain.'' 

VI.  It  only  remains  for  us  to  ask.  If  our  author  r^ards  "  all 
the  laws  of  the  house ''  as  equivalent  to  "  all  the  laws  of  the 
second  Temple,"  what  can  he  make  of  the  glaring  disparity  be- 
tween the  Priestly  Code  and  Ezekiel's  Vision  ?  How  could  the 
people  afterwards  trifle  with,  and  go  beyond,  a  "  programme,"  ' 
that  had  been  communicated  with  such  unparalleled  solemnity  ? 
Our  author's  assertion  is  that  the  Priestly  Code  "  cobbesponds 
complbtbly"  to  Ezekiel's  vision,  and  is  its  "realised  pic- 
ture "  I  (p.  60.)  His  further  assertion  is, "  Ezekiel's  departure 
from  the  ritual  of  the  Pentateuch  cannot  be  explained  as  inten- 
tional alterations  of  the  original :  ihey  are  too  casual  and  insig^ 
nificanV*  (p.  60).  That  is  to  say,  the  Pentateuchal  ritual  and 
the  Ezekielian  ritual  are  practically  identical  documents, "  corre- 
sponding completely,"  the  variations  being  "  too  casual  and 
insignificant "  to  make  a  fuss  about. 
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It  is  impossible  not  to  marvel  at  such  a  daring  inconsistency 
of  statement.  (1)  WJien  it  suits  him^  he  can  make  the  high- 
priesthood  little  short  of  the  pivot  of  the  whole  priestly  legis- 
lation :  "  The  copestone  cf  the  sacred  structure^  reared  by  the 
legislation  of  the  middle  books  of  the  Pentateuch,  is  the  high- 
priest  "  (p.  148)  :  "  Only  in  the  high  priest,  at  a  single  point 
and  in  a  single  moment,  has  Israel  inmiediate  contact  with 
Jehovah.  The  apex  of  the  pyramid  touches  heaven  "  (p.  149). 
Is  it  not  effrontery  for  the  writer  of  these  sentences  to  have 
written  (120  pages  earlier  in  the  same  volnme)  that,  thon^ 
Ezekiel  had  elided  the  high-priesthood  from  the  Pentateuch, 
the  alteration  would  have  been  only  '^casual  and  insignifi- 
cant ^'  ?  (2)  In  like  manner,  whm  it  suits  him^  he  can  make 
the  Day  of  Atonement  incomparably  the  most  memorable  of 
all  days  in  the  Priestly  Code :  "  In  the  Priestly  Code,  in  a 
certain  sense  the  great  Day  of  Atonement  is  the  culmination  of 
the  whole  religious  and  sacrificial  service "  (p.  80)  :  "  In  the 
Priestly  Code,  the  great  fast  in  the  tenth  of  the  seventh 
month  has  become  the  holiest  day  in  all  the  year^'  (p.  112)  : 
"unless  a  man  has  wholly  cut  himself  adrift  from  Judaism,  he 
keeps  this  day^  however  indifferent  he  may  be  to  all  its  other 
usages  and  feasts'*  (p.  112).  What  is  to  be  thought  of  the 
same  writer,  on  his  previous  p.  60,  declaring  that,  though 
Ezekiel  had  omitted  the  Day  of  Atonement  in  a  rehearsal  of 
the  Pentateuch,  the  alteration  would  have  been  but  "  casual 
and  insignificant "  ?  (8)  It  could  be  shown  also  how  ready 
our  author  is,  as  occasion  calls,  to  glorify  the  antiqidty  of  Pente- 
cost as  a  feast :  "  Easter  is  the  opening,  as  Pentecost  is  the 
closing,  of  the  seven  weeks'  joy  of  harvest "  (p.  87)  :  it  is  one 
of  those  indispensable  annual  festivals  "  the  occasions  for  which 
recur  regularly  with  the  seasons  of  the  year  "  (p.  89)  "  which 
rest  upon  i^culture,  the  basis  at  once  of  life  and  of  religicai " 
(p.   91).     Is   it  not    strange    that    Ezekiel    should  "know 
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nothing"  of  a  festival,  so  ancient,  and  so  inseparable  from 
6od*8  gifting  the  Holy  Land  to  Israel,  and  that,  even  though 
he  had  struck  out  that  festival  from  his  version  of  Mosaic  Law, 
the  alteration  was  but  '^  casual  and  insignificant ''  ?  It  is 
impossible  for  Wellhausen  to  avoid  the  conclusion  that,  if 
Ezekiel  was  the  first  to  draw  up  a  sacrificial  ritual  for  the 
restored  of  Judah,  then  not  only  is  it  a  ritual  which  neither 
historian  nor  prophet,  in  their  thanklessness,  ever  deign  to 
notice,  but  it  m  also  a  ritual,  which  is  lamentably  imperfect 
regarding  matters  so  vital  as  to  involve  "  the  copestone  of  the 
sacred  structure^''  "  thA  culmination  of  the  whole  serviccy^  "  the 
holiest  ceremonies  of  all  the  year^*'  and  "  the  basis  at  once  of  life 
and  of  religion."  Talk  of  swallowing  a  camel  I  why,  the  writer 
who  can  assert  that  EzekiePs  Law  is  inconceivable,  as  a  re- 
modelling of  Pentateuchal  Law,  because  the  alterations  are  ^^  too 
casual  and  insignificant,"  is,  by  that  assertion,  swallowing  not 
one  but  a  hundred  camels,  and  yet  he  is  the  writer  whose 
habitude,  on  almost  every  page,  is  to  be  "  straining  out "  the 
tiniest  of  "  gnats." 

We  have  thus  endeavoured  to  show  that  the  closing  chapters 
of  Ezekiel  contain  no  approach  to  a  declaration  that  they  are 
laying  down  buildings,  and  offerings,  and  tribal  divisions, 
which  would  fall  to  be  literally  executed,  as  soon  as  the  decree 
of  Cyrus  should  take  effect ;  that  the  prophet  never  describes 
himself  as  the  pioneer  of  a  new  departure  in  sacrificial  law ; 
that  none  of  his  post-Exilic  successors  ever  point  to  him  as  their 
new  sacrificial  guide,  or  as  a  sacrificial  guide  at  all ;  that  he 
himself  points  to  Moses  in  the  wilderness,  as  the  deliverer  of 
"  statutes  "  and  "  judgments,"  whose  transgression  have  caused 
the  Captivity  ;  that  his  Closing  Vision  is  stamped,  all  through, 
with  a  glowing  symbolism,  any  attempt  to  actualise  which  in 
Canaan  would  have  been  manifoldly  impracticable ;  and  that. 
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from  his  specimens  of  sacrij&oe  in  particular,  there  are  absent 
sundry  elements,  whose  indispensableness  for  the  second  Temple 
our  author,  when  occasion  serves,  uses  the  strongest  language  in 
emphasising.  The  attempt,  therefore,  to  set  up  Ezekiel  as  a 
new  sacrificial  legislator,  throwing  discredit  on  the  most 
vehement  repudiations  of  earlier  prophets,  and  sketching  what 
must  henceforth  be  a  new  and  binding  Law  for  Judaism,  is  an 
attempt,  to  which  neither  his  own  Book,  nor  the  Books  of  his 
successors  in  the  canon,  lend  the  slightest  countenance. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

wbllhausbn's  bzekelian  romance. 
LL  this  time,  while  the  previous  chapter  was  being  read. 


we  count  it  no  marvel  though  the  question  has  often 
been  rising  to  the  reader's  lips,  "  What  of  those  two  pages  of 
Wellhammy  into  which  you  said  his  views  are  compressed,  and 
which  you  advised  us  to  scan  most  carefully,  before  going  on  to 
read  your  strictures  ?  "  We  pointedly  suggest  that  question 
now,  and  we  acknowledge,  at  the  same  time,  that  we  have  as 
yet  made  only  one  quotation  (ris.,  that  as  to  "  alterations  "  being 
"  too  casual  and  insignificant "),  towards  the  close  of  our  last 
chapter,  from  the  two  pages  referred  to.  Why  has  this  been  ?  Our 
answer  is  simple  and  (we  think)  such  as  to  expose  very  suitably 
the  mingled  bluster,  and  evasiveness  (elsewhere  as  well  as  here), 
of  our  author's  tactics.  He  will  often  give  pages  of  quotation, 
when  they  seem  to  offer  a  superficial  succour  to  his  views  :  at 
other  times,  when  his  pronouncements  are  most  dogmatic,  and 
when  they  would  be  "polemical"  against  quotations,  no 
quotations  are  forthcoming.  That  is  what  strikes  us  in  his 
treatment  of  Ezekiel.  The  reason,  why  we  have  made  no 
quotations  from  his  two  pages,  is,  because  they  contain  prac- 
tically no  presentation  whatever  of  the  contents  of  Ezekiel,  and 
we  have  had,  therefore,  in  the  preceding  chapter,  to  supply  his 
extraordinary  and  transparent  evasion.  He  makes  Ezekiel  the 
great  inaugurator  of  a  change  in  divine  procedure,  wliich  would 
Have  been  the  abhorrence  of  all  previous  prophets  :  before 
swallowing  such  a  representation,  is  it  not  reasonable  to  expect 
very  full  and  definite  proof  of  its  warrantableness  ?    May  we 
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not  expect  some  qaotations  from  Ezekiel,  showing  that  God  has 
appeared  to  him,  with  the  above  extraordinary  design  ?  May 
we  not  expect  some  quotations,  contrasting  the  freedom,  that 
has  hitherto  reigned,  with  the  bondage,  that  is  henceforth  to  be 
set  np  ?  May  we  not  expect  quotations,  in  which  he  warns  the 
people  that,  while  they  may  ere  long  get  free  of  Babylonian 
fetters,  he  is  himself  forging  worse  ritualistic  fetters  for  them, 
"  a  yoke  which  neither  they  nor  their  children  will  be  able  to 
bear,"  when  they  return  to  Zion  ?  May  we  not  expect  some 
quotations,  showing  his  clear  commission,  illustrating  the  in- 
flexible terms  in  which  he  lays  down  his  rules,  and  giving  some 
specification  of  the  period,  and  of  the  circumstances,  when  these 
rules  are  to  acquire  their  binding  force  ?    Yet  of  such  quota- 

<  tions  Wellhausen's  two  pages  are  absolutely  barren.    He  does 
^  not  give  a  solitary  quotation  from  the  Book  of  Ezekiel :  he 

devolves  on  the  prophet  the  most  extraordinary  transformation 
of  Israel's  condition,  as  worshippers  of  Jehovah,  but  he  does 
not  quote  from  him  a  single  intimation  of  the  change,  nor  a 
single  sample  of  how  the  new  worship  is  to  be  in  contrast  with 

<  the  old.  Had  there  been  a  single  statement,  from  EzekieFs 
pen,  of  how  he  differed  from  Isaiah  and  Hosea  in  his  attitude 
to  sacrifice,  of  how  God  had  singled  him  out  to  revolutionise 
the  established  usage  of  all  previous  ages,  that  statement  would 
have  been  written,  and  written  ten  times  again,  on  Wellhausen's 
page.  But  he  can  present  nothing  of  the  kind.  He  names 
Ezekiel  as  the  greatest  of  transmogrifiers,  but  he  does  not 
allow  the  boards  of  his  Book  to  be  opened,  lest  we  should  see 
how  the  prophet  himself  describes  the  new  part,  which  he 
thus  plays.  He  puts  Ezekiel  into  the  witness-box,  to  testify  to 
a  unique  national  experience,  but,  before  we  get  a  word  from 
the  prophet's  lips,  he  has  hurried  him  out  of  the  witness-box, 
and  we  have  to  take  Wellhausen's  (characteristically  dogmatic) 
assurance  for  what  the  prophet's  testimony  would  have  been, 
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had  he  been  allowed  to  speak  !  In  plain  terms,  not  a  single 
quotation  from  the  eight  closing  chapters  of  Ezekiel,  nor  from 
any  other  part  of  Ezekiel^s  Book,  is  given  on  the  two  pages  of 
Wellhansen,  with  which  we  are  now  occnpied.  Let  any  one 
tnm  back,  and  read  again  our  exhaustive  quotation  of  the  two 
pages,  and  confute  us,  if  he  can. 

It  is  for  these  reasons  that  we  have  felt  compelled,  in  the 
preceding  chapter,  to  open  Ezekiel's  Closing  Vision,  to  open  his 
whole  Book,  to  open  the  Books  of  those  who  succeed  him,  to 
see  if  there  is  any  confirmation  of  the  extraordinary  character, 
in  which  our  author  presents  ^^  the  priest  in  prophet's  mantle," 
as  a  marvellous  innovator  in  the  department  of  sacrifice.  The 
innovation  is  declared  to  be  at  once  "  striking  "  and  "  sudden  " 
(p.  59).  Surely  then  it  ought  to  be  easily,  and  abundantly, 
illustrated,  and  proved,  from  the  records.  Yet,  instead  of  that, 
when  we  have  insisted  on  opening  them,  we  find  that  the 
prophet  prefers  not  the  slightest  claim  to  be  an  innovator  ;  we 
find  that  no  subsequent  writer  quotes  him,  as  having  made  the 
slightest  fixture  in  sacrificial  praxis ;  we  find  the  returned 
exiles  never  dreaming  that  they  have  a  Law  of  Ezekiel  to 
remember,  and  to  execute  ;  we  find  his  so-called  "  picture ''  an 
incorrect,  and  essentially  defective,  picture  of  their  praxis  ; 
and  we  find  it  is  all  included  in  a  Grand  Symbolical  Vision, 
which,  is  never  once  prescribed  as  literally  binding,  and  which, 
it  has  been  shown,  in  manifold  parts,  it  would  have  been  abso- 
lutely impossible  for  the  Israelites,  or  for  any  one  else,  to  have 
actualised  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  What  is  to  be  thought  of  a 
writer,  who  never  faces  such  circumstances,  who  offers  no 
explanation  of  them,  who  does  not  give  the  slightest  deline- 
ation, nor  examination,  of  a  single  chapter  of  Ezekiel,  asking  us, 
on  his  mere  ipse  dixity  to  regard  Ezekiel  as  a  notable  sacrificial 
legislator,  and  then  hurrying  on,  with  a  triumphant  qmd  erat 
demonstrandum^  without  a  scintilla  of  demonstration  ? 
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Every  one,  who  is  versed  in  Wellhansenianism,  is  aware  of 
the  clamant  need  for  our  dwelling,  so  emphatically,  on  the  in- 
adequacy of  the  proof,  which  our  author  offers,  for  the  unique 
J  mission,  which  he  assigns  to  Ezekiel.    This  mission  is  one  of 
'  the  certainties,  which  are  made  to  run  as  indisputable  axioms, 
,  from  end  to  end  of  Wellhausen's  volume.    We  have  seen  how 
ready  he  is  to  solicit  succour  from  Cain  and  Naaman  :  we  have 
seen  what  a  God-send  he  is  ever  ready  to  find  in  Gideon  :  but 
Ezekiel  is  more  frequently,  and  more  imperiously,  appealed  to 
than  all  the  three ;  he  is  perpetually  spoken  of,  as  a  new  in- 
structor compared  with  earlier  prophets,  as  one  who  laid  down 
new  views,  and  new  laws,  of  Israelitish  sacrifice.    It  is  well, 
therefore,  at  this  our  first  encountering  Ezekiel  on  Wellhausen's 
pages,  to  take  his  view  of  him  to  pieces,  and  show  that  it  rests 
wholly  on — Imagination. 

Having  thus  sufficiently  noted  tvJiat  w  no^  to  be  found  on 
Wellhausen's  two  pages,  let  us  now,  in  a  few  short  paragraphs, 
consider  what  is  to  be  found  on  them.  Are  the  representations 
there  made  consistent  with  fact  ?  and  are  they  consistent  with 
Wellhausen's  representations  elsewhere  ?  We  shall  endeavour 
to  deal  with  the  creations  of  his  fancy,  even  more  exhaustively 
than  we  have  dealt  with  the  positive  contents  of  Ezekiel's 
Book.  And,  as  we  do  so,  we  shall  not  be  unmindful  of  other 
parts  of  his  theory,  with  which  his  Ezekelianism  has  great 
need  to  be  contrasted. 

I.  The  following  is  his  "  simple "  explanation  of  "  the  his- 
torical circumstances,"  which  ought  at  once  to  reconcile  us  to 
his  view  of  Ezekiel : — 

"  So  long  as  the  sacrificial  worship  remained  in  actnal  nsa,  it  was 
zealonsly  carried  on,  bnt  people  did  not  concern  themselves  with  it 
theoretically,  and  had  not  the  least  occasion  for  reducing  it  to  a 
code.    But  once  the  Temple  was  in  rains,  the  cultns  at  an  end,  its 
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peraormel  out  of  employment,  it  is  easy  to  xmderstand  how  the 
sacred  praxis  should  have  become  a  matter  of  theory  and  writing, 
so  that  it  might  not  altogether  perish,  and  how  an  exiled  priest 
should  have  begun  to  paint  the  picture  of  it  as  he  carried  it  in  his 
memory,  and  to  publish  it  as  a  programme  for  the  future  restora- 
tion of  the  theocracy  "  (pp.  59,  60). 

It  will  be  observed,  from  the  above,  that  the  reason  why 
Ezekiel  was  the  first  to  codify  sacrifice,  was,  because  he  was  the 
first  prophet  who  lived  in  an  age  when  such  codification  would 
be  natural.  Other  prophets  long  before  might  have  had  the 
start  of  him,  bat  they  never  had  a  reasonable  opportunity. 
Sacrifice  may  be  inaugurated,  and  may  become  practised  by  a  ^ 
whole  nation,  without  any  necessity  for  a  code.  One  gene-  > 
ration  may  transmit  its  sacrificial  customs  to  another  for  a 
thousand  years,  national  festivals  may  come  regularly  round, 
with  "the  greatest  splendour,"  and  with  "all  the  rules  of 
priestly  skill,"  and  yet  it  would  be  absurd  to  suggest  the  need 
of  any  ritual  for  the  guidance  of  a  priesthood.  It  is  only  when 
the  nation  has  ceased  to  be  a  nation,  and  when  its  sacrifices 
have  ceased  to  be  offered,  that  any  idea  of  codifying  its  ritual, 
for  preservation,  could  reasonably  enter  into  a  legislator's' 
mind.  Ezekiel  was  the  first,  who  experienced  such  surround- 
ings ;  therefore  it  was  the  most  natural  thing  in  the  world  that 
he  should  be  the  first  to  take  to  the  writing  out  of  sacrificial 
laws,  which  it  had  never  entered  into  the  head  of  priest  or 
prophet  or  king,  in  all  past  ages,  to  write  out. 

Such  is  the  "  explanation."  We  shall  at  once  state  three 
objections,  which  are  fatal  to  it. 

(1)  It  is  pure  Nbldehism.  It  tells  us  what  ought  to  happen, 
or  what  "  mmt  have  happened,"  in  the  matter  of  sacrificial 
codification.  But  we  would  rather  have  been  told  '^what 
actually  took  place"  (p.  46),  Instead  of  a  bushel  of  "  musts," 
we  would  have  preferred  a  single  grain  of  Scriptural  fact. 
Instead  of  an  imaginary  dream  of  what  people  might  feel 
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"  occasion  for,"  or  of  what  " it  is  easy  to  understand"  might 
pass  through  EzekieFs  mind,  we  would  have  preferred  some 
small  morsel  of  statement,  by  the  prophet  himself y  that  he  was 
striving  to  save  a  vanished  ritual  from  ^^  perishing,"  and  that 
he  was  assuming  a  codifying  attitude,  which  was  '^  polemical " 
against  all  the  prophets  who  preceded  him.  Of  this  our  author 
can  give  us  not  a  shred. 

(2)  Our  second  objection  to  the  **  explanation  "  is  that  it  is 
anti'Wellhausenian.  In  offering  it,  has  our  author  no  regard 
tD  the  principles,  on  which  he  has  r^res^ited  the  Jehovist,  and 
the  Deuteronomist,  as  framing  their  l^islation  ?  Along  with 
a  variety  of  other  laws,  the  Jehovist  has  regulations  as  to  the 
materials  and  steps  of  the  people's  altars,  the  periods  of  their 
feasts,  and  the  exclusion  of  leaven  from  their  passovers.  Even 
a  moiety  of  his  regulations  are  enough  to  enable  our  author  to 
fix  the  Jehovist's  date.  Now,  in  fixing  it,  on  what  principle 
does  he  proceed?  He  proceeds  on  the  principle  that  the  Jeho- 
vist must  be  held  as  photographing  the  religious  worship  which 
he  saw  in  full  and  regular  swing  around  him  I — ^not  as  waiting 
till  "  the  Temple  is  in  ruins,"  and  the  "  altars  of  earth  "  have 
been  abolished,  but  as  sitting  down  to  write  "  a  glorification  of 
the  relations  and  arrangements  of  the  cultus "  (p.  82)  as  they 
existed  in  his  own  age,  and  as  thereby  proving  his  age  to  be 
**  the  first  centuries  of  the  divided  kingdom  "  (p.  82)  I  Why 
was  there  no  one  to  whisper  the  Wellhausenian  secret  to  the 
Jehovist,  and  tell  him  he  was  doing  what  there  was  '^  not  the 
least  occasion  for,"  and  that  he  should  never  make  'Hhe 
relations  and  arrangements  of  the  cultus  "  "  become  a  matter  of 
\^Titing,"  till  their  day  is  past,  and  they  are  like  to  be  for- 
gotten ?  The  Jehovist  does  not  "  paint  a  picture "  from 
"memory,"  he  must  be  held  as  reflecting,  in  his  Code,  "a 
glorification  of  present  cultus." 

And  what  of  the  Deuteronomist  ?    We  only  require  him  to 
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supply  the  copestone  of  absurdity.  For,  if  Ezekiel  "  paints  " 
the  pasty  and  if  the  Jehovist  "  paints  "  the  present^  the  Deuter- 
onomist  "  paints  "  the  future  /  The  Deuteronomist  neither 
sees,  nor  has  read  of,  the  arrangements  of  worship,  which  he 
prescribes;  he  legislates  only  in  hope;  his  indignation  is 
roused  by  "  the  things  (in  worship)  which  we  do  here  this 
day  "  ;  he  cannot  photograph  these ;  his  age  is  fixed  by  the 
fact  that  he  writes  a  legislation,  which  is  "  only  in  its  birth- 
throes"  (p.  38),  which  "has  still  to  struggle  for  the  victory 
against  the  praxis  of  the  present "  (p.  88).  Had  he  known  the 
secret  of  "Higher  Criticism,"  he  would  never  have  penned 
such  legislation ;  he  would  have  waited  till  the  "  cultus," 
which  he  favoured,  had  been  established,  and  had  then  faded, 
and  was  in  peril  of  being  utterly  forgotten,  before  he  made  it 
"  become  a  matter  of  theory  and  writing." 

(8)  Our  third  objection  is  that  the  "  explanation  "  is  not  only 
"  polemical "  against  Wellhausen,  but  that  it  is  also  "  polemical " 
against  common  sense.    It  lays  down  a  principle,  which  is  gro- 
tesquely improbable.    We  appeal  to  any  reader  of  ordinary  v 
intelligence  whether  it  is  usual  for  nations,  or  for  legislators,  to  > 
wait  till  nationality  is  effaced,  and  till  laws  have  passed  away,  ^  / 
before  they  think  of  writing  them  down,  "  so  that  they  may  not  \ ' 
altogether  perish."    Is  it  not  usual  for  the  great  founders  of  \ 
nations  to  start  them  on  their  career  with  the  wisest  code  of 
laws  that  they  can  conceive  ?    And  is  it  not  usual  for  these 
laws  to  be  expanded,  and  developed,  in  accordance  with  the 
nation^s  advancing  experience  ?    Are  there  any  instances  on 
record,  where  sacrificial  laws,  or  any  other  kind  of  laws,  have 
reigned,  for  centuries,  among  a  literary  people,  and  have  been 
deliberately  left  un-codified,  till  national  effacement  had  oc- 
curred, and  till  a  fear  arose  that   their  "memory"  might 
"  altogether  perish  "  ?    It  may  be  that  such  procedure  is  not 
absolutely  inconceivable ;  but  mere  conceivability  is  not  the 
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slightest  proof  of  its  utterly  improbable  occurrence :  and  neither 
Ezekiel,  nor  his  contemporaries,  nor  his  successors,  give  us  the 
least  hint  that  he  is  making  up  for  such  extraordinary  omis- 
sions, on  the  part  of  all  who  had  preceded  hinu 

II.  We  said  there  were  three  objections  to  "  the  explanation  " 
by  Wellhausen,  which  we  are  criticising,  and  we  have  stated 
them.  These  objections  were  founded  on  the  legislative  indo- 
lence, which  he  ascribes  to  all  the  leaders  of  Israel,  in  pre- 
Ezekelian  days.  But  there  is  still  a  fourth  objection,  of  a 
totally  different  kind,  suggested  by  the  concluding  clause  of 
*'  the  explanation."  How  could  Ezekiel  know  that  the  laws, 
which  he  was  so  laboriously  writing  down,  would  ever  be 
needed  ?  Our  author  tells  us,  in  that  concluding  clause,  that 
he  ^'  published  them  as  a  programme  for  the  future  restoration 
of  the  theocracy  "!  Surely,  when  he  was  penning  these  words, 
Wellhausen  resembled  Peter  on  the  Mount,  who  "  spake,  not 
\  knowing  what  he  said."  Do  not  these  words  amount  to  a 
covert  appropriation  of  that  u;retched  super-naturalismy  whose 
extirpation  might  almost  be  regarded  as  the  main  object  of  the 
Prolegomena^  How  could  Ezekiel  possibly  know  that  there 
would  ever  be  a  "  restoration  "?  He  was  "  one  of  the  first  to  be 
carried  into  exile  "  (p.  59)  ;  instead  of  betterment,  the  troubles 
of  the  remnant  multiplied  after  his  departure,  till  the  city  was 
utterly  laid  waste ;  year  after  year  was  leaving  them  by  the 
banks  of  the  Chebar,  without  a  sign  of  hope ;  how  could  Ezekiel 
possibly  be  convinced  that  the  grasp  of  Babylon  would  relax, 
that  the  city  ^^  Jehovafi-ie-There'^  would  replace  Jerusalem, 
that  a  new  Temple,  "  the  place  of  My  throne,  and  the  place  of 
the  soles  of  My  feet,  where  I  will  dwell  in  the  midst  of  the 
children  of  Israel  for  ever,"  would  arise,  and  that  prince  and 
priests  and  people  would  be  again  thronging  to  the  annual 
festivals  with  UAbounded  gladness  ? 
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We  know  with  what  unspeakable  soom  the  idea  of  miracnloos 
foresight  can  be  treated,  when  occasion  serves.  The  record  of 
a  man  of  Gtod  telling  Eli,  Jong  before,  of  the  priesthood  of  < 
Zadok,  is  instinctively  repndi&ted  as  fiction,  it  shows  the  passage  ) 
*'  cannot  have  been  written  long  before  the  Exile "  (p.  126)  :  ^ 
the  record  of  another  man  of  God  telling  Jeroboam  that  a  ^ 
king  of  David's  honse,  Josiah  by  name,  would  long  afterwards  , 
destroy  his  temple,  is  dismissed  as  ^'  the  most  unblushing  example 
of  historical  worthlessness  "  (p.  285)  :  we  are  perpetually  told 
that  the  Deutero-Isaiah  must  not  only  have  been  Exilic,  but  , 
that  he  could  only  have  written  towards  the  very  close  of  the 
Exile,  when  Cyrus's  name  and  advancing  power  were  in  every- 
body's mouth:  why  is  Ezekiel  to  be  accorded  a  privilege, 
which,  to  these  three  prophets,  is  scornfully  denied  ?  His  sure 
foresight  of  a  restored  Temple  is  not  a  whit  less  extraordinary 
and  miraculous  than  the  foresight  of  Zadok,  or  of  Josiah,  or 
of  Cyrus,  He  saw  no  indication  of  a  Medo-Persian  empire 
rising  to  supremacy  :  he  saw  nothing  to  foreshadow  the  down- 
come  of  the  colossal  strength  of  Babylon :  he  knew  that  the 
Ten  Tribes  had  been  scattered  for  150  years,  with  no  sign  of  a 
^'  restoration " :  he  saw  no  likelihood  of  his  dispirited  exiles, 
either  in  themselves,  or  with  neighbouring  aid,  being  able  to 
measure  swords  with  the  oppressor :  what  certainty  could  he 
have  that,  ere  two  generations  had  passed,  Cyrus  would  have 
risen  up,  Nebuchadnezzar's  empire  would  have  been  shattered, 
and  Zerubbabel  and  Haggai  would  be  busy,  amid  the  ruins 
of  Jerusalem,  encouraging  a  neither  very  imposing,  nor  very 
hearty,  host  of  returned  exiles  ?  And  yet,  without  the  absolute 
certainty  of  such  occurrences  as  these,  how  ludicrous  to  picture 
the  oppression  ended,  to  picture  "  the  frame  of  a  city  on  the 
south  of  an  exceeding  high  mountain,"  and  to  "  publish "  an 
elaborate  "  programme  "  (such  as  his  nation  had  never  known 
before)  for  the  future  sacrificial  praxis  of  that  imaginary  city ! 
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Wey  of  course,  believe  (as  poor  traditionalists  most  swallow 
anything)  that  Ezekiel  was  infallibly  assured  of  a  "restora- 
tion ^* :  but,  on  the  naturalistic  grounds,  which  monopolise, 
and  inspire,  every  page  of  his  Prolegomena^  how  can  Well- 
bausen  believe  it  ?  If  the  prophecy  on  Eli's  sons,  a  few  years 
at  most  beforehand,  "  in  one  day  they  shall  die  both  of  them,'' 
was  an  incredible  "anticipation,"  showing  the  passage  con- 
taining it  to  be  of  "  recent  date  "  (p.  49),  how  was  is  possible 
for  Ezekiel  to  "  anticipate  "  a  "  restoration  of  the  theocracy," 
seeing  that  his  prophetic  functions  ceased,  while  the  fortunes 
of  his  nation  were  only  deepening  into  darker  gloom,  and 
while  the  might  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  their  oppressor,  seemed  as 
immovable  as  ever  ?  Wellhausen  would  have  covered  such  an 
"  anticipation "  with  scorn,  had  it  not  been  that  his  faroe  of 
an  Ezekelian  "  prognunme  "  necessarily  embraces  it.  The  very 
fact,  that  he  has  to  array  himself  in  such  ultra-supernatural 
raiment,  is  surely  a  grotesque  commentary  on  the  lofty  inex- 
orableness,  with  which  he  is  ever  sweeping  the  supernatural 
from  his  pages.  Be  it  noted,  at  all  events,  that  his  first  sacri- 
ficial l^islator  not  only  waits,  till  both  nation  and  praxis  are 
annihilated,  before  he  begins  to  codify,  but  that  he  codifies 
for  a  community,  and  for  a  situation,  which  are  non-existent, 
and  of  whose  future  arising  (except  on  supernatural  grounds) 
he  can  have  no  possible  knowledge. 

III.  We  pass  next  to  what  immediately  follows  the  "  expla- 
nation," which  we  have  just  criticised.  As  if  fearing  that  the 
"  explanation  "  would  not  be  easily  swallowed,  our  author  adds 
an  insinuating  plea  for  it,  as  follows : — 

"Nor  is  there  any  difficnlty"  (i.e.  in  accepting  the  foregoing 
explanation)  '*  if  arrangements,  which  as  long  as  they  were  actually 
in  force  were  simply  regarded  as  natural,  were  seen  after  their 
abolition  in  a  transfigtuiDg  light,  and  from  the  study  devoted  to 
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them  gained  artificiallj  a  still  higher  value.  These  historical  condi- 
tions sappHed  by  the  Exile  suffice  to  make  dear  the  transition  from 
Jeremiah  to  Ezekiel,  and  the  genesis  of  Ezekiel  40^48  "  (p.  ^). 

We  would  not  be  afraid  to  leave  these  sentences,  without 
comment,  to  the  appreciation  of  any  reader,  who  has  followed 
what  we  have  already  written.  Yet,  in  view  of  the  certainty 
and  importance,  which  our  author  seems  to  assign  to  them,  it 
may  be  well  to  show  how  fruitful  they  be  made  of  illustrations 
of  the  utter  incongruousness  of  his  views,  and  how  far  we  are 
from  needing  to  shirk  any  argument,  which  he  has  chosen  to 
advance.  He  thinks  there  is  not  ^^any  diflSculty'^  our  feeling 
is  that  the  "  diflBlculties  '*  are  U^n :  and  we  think  the  follow- 
ing strictures  will  make  tolerably  evident  the  random  incon- 
sistency, with  which  our  author  writes. 

(1)  The  whole  quotation  is  just  a  bundle  of  "jT^j"  for  that 
little  conjunction  ("  if'')  governs  all  the  predicates.  If  the 
people  merely  regarded  praxis  as  "  natural "  before  the  Cap- 
tivity :  i)^  sacrificial  arrangements  appeared  '^  in  a  transfiguring 
light "  in  Babylon  :  If  a  long  course  of  "  study  "  was  expended 
on  sacrifice  by  the  exiles  :  If  the  value  of  sacrifices  was  "  artifi- 
cially "  heightened  in  their  eyes.  These  may  be  a  succession 
of  happy  (or,  as  we  think,  very  unhappy)  guesses ;  but  they 
are  certainly  nothing  more  than  guesses.  Certain  on-goings 
in  Babylon  are  imagined:  the  conditions  of  the  Exile  are  said 
to  render  these  on-goings  conceivable;  but,  for  the  fact  that 
these  on-goings  actually  occvrredy  we  have  not  a  grain  of 
positive  evidence.  Our  author  may  hold  that  they  are  likely 
Imaginations,  but  he  cannot  deny  that  they  are  purely— /ma- 
ginaUons.  There  is  no  approach  to  a  direct  enforcement  of 
them  throughout  Ezek.  40—48. 

(2)  It  is  equally  obvious  to  urge  that  this  quotation,  and 
the  immediately  preceding  one  which  we  have  analysed,  com- 
bine in  showing  that  the  exiles  brought  back  nothing  neu\ 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


268  8ANCTUABY  AND  SACRIFICE, 

or  strange,  with  them,  in  the  matter  of  sacrificial  praxis,  when 
Cyrus  sent  them  home  from  Babylon.  They  were  only  bringing 
back  a  "sacrificial  worship"  (p.  59)  which  had,  throughout 
previous  ages,  "remained  in  actual  use"  (p.  69);  they  were 
only  re-establishing  "  arrangements  "  (p.  60)  which,  as  part  of 
immemorial  custom,  had  been  "actually  in  force"  (p.  60). 
The  worship  was  the  same;  only,  while  no  body  had  ever 
before  thought  of  a  written  description  of  it,  Ezekiel  had  now 
written  it  down.  There  is  no  wide  gulf  between  pre-Exilic  and 
post-Exilic  sacrifice ;  the  latter  is  just  the  former,  saved  from 
"perishing,"  freshly  written  down  from  "memory,"  restored  to 
an  "  actual  force  and  use,"  which  Nebuchadnezzar  had,  for  a 
*  time,  interrupted.  This  identity  may  be  intelligible  to  a  fossil 
.  traditionalist ;  but  how  is  it  intelligible  to  a  believer  in  (what 
^  we  have  styled)  Wellhausen's  Arcadian  dream  of  sacrifice,  on 
;  pp.  76-78  ?  There^  as  r^ards  the  occasions,  and  the  contents, 
and  the  offerers,  and  the  aims,  of  sacrifice,  pre-Exilic  is  painted 
«  as  unlike  to  post-Exilic  as  kernel  to  husk,  or  as  life  to  death  I 
(8)  May  it  not  be  asked,  too,  in  view  of  this  identity,  what 
practical  necessity  there  was  for  Ezekiel's  "  programme  "  ?  If 
he  knew  of  the  "  restoration,"  he  would  also  know  that  about 
half  of  the  seventy  years  of  the  Captivity  were  run.  There 
were  not  to  be  centuries  of  intermitted,  and  un-remembered, 
ritual :  when  the  foundation  of  the  second  Temple  was  laid, 
there  were  to  be  "  many  of  the  priests  and  Levites  and  heads  of 
fathers'  houses,  old  men  that  had  seen  the  first  house "  (Ezra 
3. 12).  If  these  "many  priests"  could  remember  "the  first 
house,"  could  they  not  remember  the  details  of  its  praxis  too  ? 
What  was  the  use  of  Ezekiel,  as  an  outrage  on  all  previous 
beliefs,  bringing  in  the  innovation  of  sacrificial  laws  being 
written  down,  and  divinely  fixed?  They  had  extemporised^ 
these  laws  easily  enough  in  every  post-Mosaic  age :  why  might 
not  the  same  free  extemporising  prove  reliable  again,  specially  . 
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when  "many"  survivors  from  the  "first  house"  were  present 
at  laying  the  foun3ation"o7  the  second  ?  None  of  the  Judges 
ever"  thought  of  codifying  praxis,  "  as  they  carried  it  in  their 
memory,"  amid  the  lengthened  oppressions  of  Moab,  or  of 
Midian,  or  of  Philistia  :  Elijah  never  thought  of  codifying 
praxis  "  to  save  it  from  altogether  perishing,"  though  he  felt 
that  God's  true  worship  was  so  abrogated  that  "I  only  am 
left":  and  Ezekiel  might  safely  enough  have  trusted  to  the 
"  memory  "  of  the  "  many  priests,"  who  were  to  return  so  soon 
under  Cyrus,  to  save  pre-Exilic  usage  from  "perishing." 
There  was  no  need-be  for  his  codifying  what  had  been  well 
enough  invented,  and  preserved,  for  hundreds  of  years :  nor 
does  he  ever  say  that  he  is  bringing  in  the  unexampled 
innm^aUon  of  making  sacrifice  "a  matter  of  theory  and 
writing." 

(4)  But  our  author's  thesis  is  "polemical"  against  itself 
from  another  point  of  view.  What  kind  of  "  actual  use  "  was 
it  that  Ezekiel  and  the  people  could  treasure,  in  so  sadly 
affectionate  memory,  and  could  be  so  bent  on  preserving  ?  It 
was  the  vile  and  abominable  practices  that  had  cost  them  their 
national  existence  I  "  They  have  defiled  My  holy  name  by 
their  abominations  which  they  have  committed :  wherefore  I 
have  consumed  them  in  Mine  anger  "  (Ezek.  43.  8)  :  that  is  a 
"memory,"  from  the  very  heart  of  his  Vision,  "Surely  be- 
cause thou  has  defiled  My  sanctuary  with  all  thy  detestable 
things,  and  with  all  thine  abominations,  therefore  will  I  also 
diminish  thee"  (5.  11).  "Her  priests  have  done  violence  to 
My  Law,  and  have  profaned  Mine  holy  things ;  they  have  put 
no  difference  between  the  holy  and  the  common,  neither  have 
they  caused  men  to  discern  between  the  unclean  and  the  clean, 
and  have  hid  their  eyes  from  My  Sabbaths,  and  I  am  profaned 
among  them"  (22,  26).  Thejre-Esilic /'actual _us.e ''  had 
been  a  mass  of  abominations  :  how  could  Ezekiel  look  back  on 
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these  with  pleasure,  and  write  them  down  (in  case  they  jhonld 
** perish"  !),  " as  a  programme  for  the  future  restoration  of  tl^ 
theocracy"?  The  retrospect  of  praxis  was  a  retrospect  of 
what  was  despicable  and  Ood-dishonouring :  how  could  the 
fond  stCTeotyping  of  that  ensure  propriety,  and  divine  accep- 
tance, when  Canaan  should  be  re-entered  ?  Our  author  cannot 
urge  that  the  ^'  actual  use  '*  was  a  declension  from  a  sounder  and 
divinely  appointed  cultus,  and  that  it  was  on  this  latter  cultus 
that  Ezekiel  looked  back :  for,  according  to  him,  divine  r^u- 
lation  of  sacrifice  is  a  pre-Exilic  impossibility.  It  is  difficult 
to  avoid  the  conviction  that  he  is  again  unconsciously  mas- 
querading in  traditionalist  clothes :  for  how  could  he  possibly 
represent  Ezekiel  as  glorifying  pre-Exilic  praxis  into  a  continuing 
and  divine  post-Exilic  requirement,  if  not  the  slightest  revela- 
tion of  the  divine  will,  regarding  sacrificial  worship,  had 
hitherto  taken  place  ?  And  how  could  Ezekiel  "  carry  in  his 
memory  "  with  utmost  veneration,  and  prescribe,  for  the  ran- 
somed from  Babylon,  as  an  acceptable  "programme,"  practices, 
which  prophet  after  prophet  had  denounced  as  "  vanity  "  and 
"  iniquity,"  and  which  the  Most  High  had  anathematised  with 
the  awful  plainness  of  "  I  hate,  I  despise  "  ? 

(5)  The  "  polemic  "  of  the  thesis  against  itself  is  not  yet  ex- 
hausted. Here  is  another  aspect  of  it.  Was  it  not  a  work  of 
super-erogation  for  Ezekiel  to  look  away  back  to  Israel's 
abolished  praxis,  when  he  might  as  acceptably  have  occupied 
himself  with  the  Babylonian  praxis  around  him  ?  Part  of  the 
thesis  is  that  one  praxis  is  as  good  as  another ;  JeEovah  pre- 
scribes  nothing  oh  the  subject ;  Balaam's  Aramean  praxis, 
and  TiTaaman's  Syrian  praxis,  and  Cain's  antediluvian  praxis, 
command  Jehovah'^s '  acceptance  as  surely  as  the  Israelitish 
praxis  of  a  Solomon  or  a  Josiah ;  the  "  to  whom  "  is  every- 
fhing,  the"^ow  "  is  perfectly  indifferent.  What  was  the  use 
of  throwing  a  superstitious  halo  over  the  Israelitish  "  how  " 
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(even  supposing  it  had  hitherto  proved  acceptable)  ?  Would 
it  not  have  been  a  worthy  means  of  conciliating  the  oppressor, 
and  at  the  same  time  of  spreading  the  truly  catholic  doctrine 
^*  that  Israelite  sacrifice  is  distinguished  not  by  the  manner  in 
which,  but  by  the  being  to  whom,  it  is  offered "  (p.  54),  if 
Ezekiel  had  treated  the  Babylonian  '^  how  '*  as  both  innocent 
and  available,  instead  of,  for  the  first  time,  raising  a  sacrificial 
wall  of  separation  between  Israel  and  all  other  nations  ?  Still 
further,  according  to  the  thesis,  as  he  looked  back  to  Palestine, 
Ezekiel  ^^  carried  in  his  memory ''  that  there  had  been,  not  one, 
but  diverse  sacrificial  styles;  and  he  also  ^^ carried  in  his 
memory  "  the  fact  that  ani/  of  the  styles  was  "  proper  if  only 
they  be  dedicated  to  the  proper  deity "  (p.  55).  How  could 
such  a  retrospect  enable  him  to  fix  on  ^'  the  sacred  praxis  ^' 
(p.  60),  which  he  should  specially  revere  ?  And  how  could  he 
reconcile  the  "memory  "  that  that  praxis  was  "proper,"  with 
the  "  memory  "  that  that  same  praxis  was  what  "  I  hate  and  I 
despise  "  ?  It  may  suit  Wellhausen  to  forget,  or  to  bury  for  a 
time,  certain  elements  of  his  thesis ;  but  we  insist  on  "  carrying 
them  all  in  our  memory,"  so  that  the  antics  of  his  truly 
wondrous  evolution  may  be  adequately  realised, 

(6)  There  is  just  one  other  of  the  Imaginations,  in  the  quo- 
tation we  are  dealing  with,  on  which  it  seems  desirable  to  add 
a  few  comments.  It  will  be  observed  that  our  author  holds  it 
was  "  from  the  study  devoted  to  the  sacrificial  arrangements," 
by  the  people  and  by  Ezekiel,  in  Babylon,  that  they  came  to  be 
"  artificially  valued,"  and,  at  last,  to  reach  codification.  This 
"study"  is  here,  practically,  made  the  germ  of  the  whole 
evolution.    Let  us,  therefore,  consider  it  a  little. 

(a)  Would  it  not  have  been  well  to  have  had  some  slight 
statement  that  the  "  study  "  ever  took  place  ?  But  there  is 
not  the  faintest  statement  to  that  effect.  Its  occurrence  is 
conceivable,  but  that  does  not  hinder  it  from  being  pure — 
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Imagination.     Oar  author  is  not  bnUding  ont  of  historical 
statements,  but  ont  of  his  own  fancies. 

(b)  Nay,  we  nrge  that  he  is  here  building  in  spite  of  his- 
torical statements.  If  we  give  heed  to  Ezekiel,  he  seems  to 
intimate  that  (in  that  early  part  of  the  Captivity,  during  which 
he  flourished)  the  people  were  the  reverse  of  lamenting  after 
Jehovah,  and  of  giving  themselves  to  sacrificial  "  study,"  and 
of  living  again,  in  imagination,  in  a  re-built  Jerusalem.  "  They 
and  their  fathers  have  transgressed  against  Me  even  unto  this 
very  day.  And  the  children  are  impudent  and  stiff-hearted." 
.  .  .  "And  thou,  son  of  man,  be  not  afraid  of  them, 
neither  be  afraid  of  their  words,  though  briers  and  thorns  be 
with  thee,  and  thou  dost  dwell  among  scorpions;  be  not  afraid 
of  their  words,  nor  be  dismayed  at  their  looks,  though  they  be 
a  rebellious  house."  "  All  the  house  of  Israel  are  of  an  hard 
forehead,  and  of  a  stiff  heart."  That  is  the  divine  witness 
concerning  them,  while  Ezekiel  prophesied.  Easy  for  our 
author  to  fall  asleep  and  dream  of  the  people's  fond  yearn- 
ings after  a  vanished  cultus ;  but,  when  he  awakes,  let  him 
open  his  Ezekiel,  and  he  will  find  that  they  are  spiritual 
"scorpions,"  that  they  are  full  of  "rebelliousness,"  that  the 
prophet  must  become  "  as  an  adamant  harder  than  flint,"  in 
order  to  give  them  their  deserts.  What  a  travesty  to  repre- 
sent such  people,  as  so  immersed  in  sacred  "  study,"  as  at  last 
to  produce  (a  thing  unheard  of  in  Israel  before)  a  sacrificial 
code  I 

(c)  And  there  is  no  proof  that  isacrificial  arrangements  con- 
stituted the  absorbing  "  study  "  of  Ezekiel  himself,  any  more 
than  of  the  people.  We  have  no  clue  as  to  what  his  habitual 
"  studies  "  were,  as  the  years  of  the  Captivity  rolled  by.  Shall  we 
say  that  he  was  given  up  to  the  "  study  "  of  ethnical  relations, 
seeing  that  eight  of  his  chapters  (26 — 32)  are  devoted  to  the 
fortunes  of  distant  nations  ?   Or  shall  we  say  that  the  "  study  " 
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of  Babylonian  symbolism  had  engrossed  him,  seeing  that, 
winged  semi-human  creatures  figure  so  prominently,  in  his 
Vision  of  the  divine  splendotil"  ?  Either  of  these  statements 
would  be  as  warrantable  as  to  say  that  he  had  filled  the 
fourteen  years,  after  Jerusalem  was  wasted,  with  the  "  study  " 
of  Israelitish  praxis.  Nay,  we  have  to  add  that  his  own  state- 
ment is  that  his  description  of  the  restored  Temple  arose,  not  as 
the  result  of  his  gradual  and  melancholy  musings  throughout 
fourteen  years,  but  as  the  result  of  a  definite  miraculous  ■ 
experience,  pn  a  well-remembered  day,  in  an  equally  well- 
remembered  month  and  year.  "  In  the  banning  of  the  year, 
in  the  tenth  day  of  the  month,  in  the  fourteenth  year  after  the 
city  was  smitten,  in  the  selfsame  day^  the  hand  of  the  Lord  was 
upon  me,  and  He  brought  me  thither.  In  the  Visions  of  God 
brought  He  me  into  the  land  of  Israel,  and  set  me  down  upon 
a  very  high  mountain,  whereon  was  as  it  were  the  frame  of  a 
city  on  the  south "  (Ezek.  40.  1,  2).  Here,  it  is  a  sudden 
divine  rapture  and  revelation,  and  not  a  process  of  mournful 
"study"  after  the  abolition,  that  originates  the  Vision  in 
chaps,  40—48.  Our  author's  fancy  seems  "  polemical  '*  against 
EzekieUs  fact. 

(^  Let  us  compare  this  theory  of  the  "study"  with  an 
analogous  case.  Are  we  to  suppose  that  John's  Vision  of  "  the 
holy  city  Jerusalem  "  was  the  fruit  of  his  long  mournful "  study  " 
of  the  departed  glories  of  the  earthly  city,  as  he  "  carried  them 
in  his  memory,"  after  the  Romans  had  leveUed  the  city  with 
the  ground  ?  That  would  be  as  reasonable  as  to  suppose  that 
Ezekiel's  vision  sprang  from  his  own  "  study."  John  is  equally 
express  with  Ezekiel  in  tracing  his  Vision  to  a  definite  divine 
visitation  and  favour.  "  There  came  one  of  the  seven  angels, 
who  had  the  seven  bowls,  who  were  laden  with  the  seven  last 
plagues ;  and  he  spake  with  me,  saying.  Come  hither,  I  will  show 
thee  the  bride,  the  wife  of  the  Lamb.     And  he  carried  me 
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away  in  the  Spirit  to  a  mountain  great  and  high,  and  showed 
me  the  holy  city  Jerusalem,  coming  down  ont  of  heaven  from 
God,  having  the  glory  of  God"  (Rev.  21.  9-11).  John's 
**  study,"  in  advancing  years,  so  far  as  we  have  an  inkling  of  it, 
was  not  BO  much  about  foundations  of  precious  stones,  and 
rivers  bright  as  crystal,  9A  oi  the  practiecU  holiness  of  the 
Christian  life :  as  long  as  he  was  able  to  be  carried  to  the 
place  of  worship,  the  "study"  which  he  sat  in  his  chair,  and 
commended  to  the  worshippers,  was  just  an  echo  of  his  Uiird 
epistle,  "little  children,  let  us  love  one  another":  he  left  the 
glory  of  the  new  Jerusalem  with  "  it  doth  not  yet  appear  what 
we  shall  be." 

(e)  Lest  we  be  mistaken,  let  us  add  that  we  think  it  quite 
likely  that  Ezekiel,  an  exiled  priest,  would  often  recall  his 
ritualistic  labours  ;  but,  if  he  be  held  to  have  made  a  "  devoted 
study  "  of  sacrificial  praxis,  we  would  suggest  that  this  is  much 
more  reooncileable  with  the  traditional  view,  that  his  country- 
men had  possessed  a  written  ritual  for  ages,  than  with  the 
imaginationist  view,  that  they  had  not  a  single  page  of  such 
written  rituiJ  before  Ezekiers  day.  To  "  study  "  a  "  memory  " 
may  not  be  impossible ;  but  it  is  neither  so  natural,  nor  so 
easy,  as  to  "  study "  a  book  (liUra  scnpta).  We  can  under- 
stand Ezekiel,  with  a  full  knowledge,  and  a  life-long  "study," 
of  Leviticus,  making  the  substance  of  its  regulations  the  frame- 
work of  his  Vision  (for  how  else  could  a  future  perfect  worship 
be  intelligibly  described  for  his  immediate  readers  ?),  and,  at 
the  same  time,  freely  making  such  alterations,  as  would  at  once 
fit,  and  prove,  the  quite  ideal  and  trans-Judaic  character,  which 
is  the  very  essence  of  the  whole  Vision.  But  we  can  hardly 
understand  his  chapters  40— -46  arising,  as  the  result  of  twenty- 
five  years'  "  study  "  of  utterly  abolished  practices,  if  he  had  not 
a  fragment  of  manuscript,  on  which  any  of  these  practices  were 
sketched.    Besides  (as  already  urged)  what  temptation  had  he 
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to  ^  study '^  such  an  **  actual  use  *^  as  be  oonld  remember  in 
Jndah  ?  Had  that  ^^  actual  use  ^'  any  divine  sanction  to  invite 
his  "  study  "  ?  Had  it  not  rather  emphatic  divine  reprobation  ? 
Was  it  not  that  ^^  actual  use ''  that  had  brought  himself,  and  his 
fellow  captives,  to  the  banks  of  the  Chebar  ?  How  could  they 
expect,  by  "  studying  "  and  re-enacting  such  a  "  use,"  to  secure 
prosperity,  in  a  "  restored  theocracy  "  ?  It  is  the  most  incon- 
sistent Imagination  conceivable,  that  Ezekiel  was  the  first  to 
engage  in  codification,  and  that  he  b^an  the  work  by 
*^  studying,"  and  codifying,  an  un- written,  and  abolished,  praxis 
for  his  successors,  which  had  cost  their  predecessors  their 
national  existence. 

IV.  It  will  be  observed  that  our  author  derives  another 
proof  (as  he  deems  it)  that  Ezekiel  preceded  Leviticus,  from 
the  identity  of  the  two  Oodes,  which  the  Books  contain.  He 
thus  writes : — 

'^  And  finally,  let  its  due  weight  be  given  to  the  simple  fact  that 
an  exiled  priest  saw  occasion  to  draft  such  a  sketch  of  the  Temple 
worship.  What  need  would  there  have  been  for  it,  if  the  realised 
picture,  corresponding  completely  to  his  views,  had  actually  existed, 
and,  heiQg  already  written  in  a  book,  wholly  obviated  any  danger 
lest  the  cnltos  should  become  extinct  through  the  mere  fact  of  its 
temporary  cessation  P  "  (p.  60). 

Though  it  is  somewhat  like  ^'  slaying  the  slain,"  we  shall 
patiently  point  out  the  overflow  of  fallacy,  which  this  quotation 
enshrines. 

(1)  He  says  that  Ezekiel  professes  to  give  "  a  sketch  of  the 
Temple  worship."  Ezekiel  professes  to  give  no  such  thing. 
It  is  not  "a  sketch  of  the  worship  of  the  literal  city,  Jeru- 
salem" (then  lying  in  ruins),  that  he  gives,  but  "a  sketch  of 
the  worship  of  the  metaphorical  dij^  Jehovahris-There^^'  a 
worship  of  a  far  grander  and  more  enduring  kind.  We  have 
ahready  enlarged  on  the  significance  of  this.     The  "simple 
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fact,"  therefore,  to  which  he  asks  us  to  give  "  due  weight,"  is  a 
"  simple  Imagination." 

(2)  He  is  equally  unwarranted  in  telling  us  that  Ezekiel 
{"saw  occasion"  to  give  the  sketch.  This  amounts  to  an 
insinuation  that  the  sketch  originates  in  the  prophet's  sense  of 
fitness,  in  his  own  musings  and  devisings.  He  himself  asserts 
the  opposite.  It  is  to  special  (and,  apparently,  sudden  and  un- 
*  expected)  divine  rapture  and  illumination,  that  he  traces  the 
sketch.  He  never  represents  himself  as  having,  of  his  own  re- 
flection, "  seen  occasion  "  for  the  sketch.  But  he  has  a  most 
vivid  remembrance  of  ^^that  selfsame  day^''  on  which  the 
sketch  was  revealed  to  him,  when  he  was  carried  up,  and 
"  brought  in  the  Visions  of  God,  to  the  land  of  Israel."  We 
have  thus  a  second  "  fact "  of  our  author's,  which  passes  into 
"  Imagination." 

(8)  It  is  painful  to  have  to  make  a  similar  criticism  on  a 
third  "  fact,"  in  the  foregoing  short  quotation.  Our  author  is 
equally  unwarranted  in  saying  that  the  Code  of  Leviticus 
"  corresponds  completely  "  with  the  sketch  of  Ezekiel.  There 
are  great  resemblances  between  the  two,  but  we  have  pointed 
out,  in  detail,  some  most  marked  divergences.  Fancy  what 
pages  of  scorn  "WeHhausen  would  indite,  if  it  suited  him  to 
expose  an  opponent  for  saying  that  the  Priests'  Code  and 
Ezekiel  are  in  absolutely  "  complete  cobrespondencb  "  I 

(4)  It  will  be  observed  that  he  r^ards  the  fact  of  laws 
being  "already  written  in  a  book,"  as  "wholly  obviating  any 
danger  "  of  the  extinction  of  the  cultus,  which  they  prescribe. 
He  does  not  always  hold  the  "  being  written  in  a  book,"  as  a 
sure  safeguard  for  the  knowledge,  and  observance,  of  laws.  The 
laws  of  Deuteronomy  were  "written  in  a  book,"  a  book 
solemnly  sworn  to  by  king  and  people  :  but  did  this  "  wholly 
obviate  the  danger  "  of  their  practical  effacement  ?  Our  author, 
with  some  pomp,  has  described  Deuteronomy  as  "a  written 
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law,  that  had  been  solemnly  swom  to  by  the  whole  people, 
standing  ever  an  immoveable  witness  to  the  rights  of  God" 
(p.  27).  But  what  better  were  "the  rights  of  God"  of  this 
"  immoveable  witness  "  ?  Before  they  had  been  twenty  years 
"  written "  down,  they  had  grim  need  of  re-enforcement^  and 
were"^stematicaily  defied  throughout  Judah  (p*  27)  !  It  was 
the  defiance  of  this  "  written  "  and  "  immoveable  witness  "  to 
divine  "rights,"  that  had  brought  the  people  to  Babylon- 
Ezekiel,  therefore,  had  not  experience  on  his  side,  if  he  argued 
that  to  get  laws  made  "  a  matter  of  writing  "  was  either  a  new, 
or  a  sufficient,  guarantee  for  their  observance. 

It  occurs  to  us  to  remark  that  Ezekiel  may  possibly  have 
felt,  when  the  offering  of  the  sacrifices  could  no  longer  be 
beheld  in  Babylon,  when  the  national  rehearsals  of  the  Law 
could  not  there  take  place,  and  when  the  multiplying  and  cir- 
culation of  the  Pentateuch  were  at  a  stand,  that  the  incorpora- 
tion, which  he  was  directed  to  make,  of  several  sacrificial  re- 
quirements into  his  Book,  would  be  a  salutary  aid  to  piety. 
We  do  not  need  to  hold  (nor  do  we  hold)  that  such  an  "  obvi- 
ating of  danger "  was  an  actual  part  of  Ezekiers  calculation ; 
but  we  do  suggest  that  it  has  more  of  probability,  than  some 
absurdities,  which  our  author  omnisciently  announces  as  un-* 
doubted  facts. 

(5)  It  is  observable,  in  the  quotation  we  are  analysing,  that 
our  author  again  assumes  that  Ezekiel  knew  as  well  as  we  do 
that  the  Captivity  would  soon  end,  and  that  a  restoration  would 
follow.  The  city  was  finally  captured  in  587 ;  Ezekiel  wrote 
his  Closing  Vision  in  573  ;  the  people  were  showing  no  signs  of 
penitence,  nor  was  Nebuchadnezzar's  might  showing  any  sign 
of  waning ;  and  yet,  in  such  surroundings,  our  author  treats  it 
as  an  elementary  certainty,  familiar  to  every  exile,  that  it  was 
"the  mere  fact  of  the  temporary  cessation"  of  their  ritual, 
that  they  were  confronted  with.    We  have  already  asked,  how, 
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except  as  a  strong  Bnpematuralist,  can  our  author  hold  that 
positicn  ?  And  we  now  ask,  if  Bzekiel  knew  so  well  how 
"  temporary "  the  "  cessation "  was  to  be,  why  does  not  our 
author  hold  that  the  presence,  at  the  founding  of  the  second 
house,  of  "many  priests,"  who  remembered  the  first  house, 
would  "  wholly  obviate  any  danger  lest  the  knowledge  of  pre- 
Exilic  cultus  would  become  extinct,*'  and  would  thus  turn  to 
vanity  the  design,  which  he  attributes  to  EzekieFs  "pro- 
gramme '*  ?  What  a  sad  want  of  adherence  the  various  parts 
of  the  "  thesis "  have  to  one  another  I 

We  (6)  notice,  for  criticism,  only  one  other  part  of  the  quota- 
tion before  us.  Our  author  asks,  "  What  need  would  there 
have  been  for  it "  ?  %x.y  what  need  would  there  have  been  for 
Ezekiel's  programme,  if  Leviticus  existed  ?  This  is  surely  a 
very  lame  argument. 

(a)  Does  he  not  see  that  such  a  question  cuts  both  ways,  and 
may  be  as  warrantably  reversed^  "  What  need  would  there  have 
been  for  Leviticus,  if  Ezekiel's  programme  had  existed  "  ?  The 
singular  circumstance  meets  us  of  the  incorporation  into  the 
same  Bible  of  two  sacrificial  outlines,  having  much  in  conmion : 
whichever  may  be  fixed  as  the  first,  the  question  will  recur, 
what  occasion  was  there  for  the  second  ?  The  fixing  of  EzekieFs 
as  the  first  does  not  at  all  end  the  strangeness. 

(Jb)  But  we  ask,  does  it  not  increase  it  ?  Part  of  our  author's 
"  thesis  "  is  that  Ezekiel  felt  necessity  laid  upon  him  to  stereo- 
type pre-Exilic  praxis.  Well,  was  not  Ezekiel,  being  himself  a 
pre-Exilic  priest,  a  surer  witness  to  pre-Exilic  laws,  than  those, 
who  lived  a  century  later,  and  who  had  never  seen  a  pre-Exilic 
sacrifice?  What  right  had  these  latter,  as  unknown  inter- 
poners,  to  alter  the  r^ulationg  of  such  a  distinguished  priest 
and  prophet  as  Ezekiel?  If  Ezekiel  faithfully  prescribed 
"what  he  carried  in  his  memory,"  would  not  decided  devia- 
tions therefrom  involve  the  nation  in  illegality  ? 
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{c)  This  is  not  the  only  instance  of  similar  documents  being 
incorporated,  in  different  Books  of  the  Bible.  ^^  What  need 
would  there  have  been  for"  the  Deuteronomist  inserting  a 
second  edition  of  the  Decalogue  in  his  work,  "if  the  realised 
picture  corresponding  completely  to  his  views "  was  "  already 
written  in  a  book,"  having  been  included,  centuries  before,  by 
the  Jehovist  in  Exodus  ?  "  What  need  would  there  have  been 
for"  the  Jehovist  writing  Exod.  34,  if  Exod.  23  was  "already 
written "  ?  "  What  need  would  there  have  been  for "  the 
author  of  Kings  including  so  much  about  Hezekiah  and 
Sennacherib,  which  was  "already  written"  in  the  Book  of 
Isaiah  ?  "What  need  would  there  have  been  for"  the  narra- 
tive of  Paul's  conversion,  in  Acts  23,  if  it  was  "already 
written"  in  Acts  9  ?  or  for  John's  narrative  of  the  trial  and 
death  of  Jesus,  if  it  was  "already  written"  in  the  other 
Gk)spels  ?  That  Ezekiel,  therefore,  should  incorporate  consider- 
able sections  of  what  was  "akeady  written,"  would  have  been 
no  unexampled  phenomenon  in  Scripture. 

(d)  We  have  already  shown  that  the  prior  existence  of  Levi- 
ticus accounts,  most  reasonably,  both  for  the  similarities,  and 
for  the  dissimilarities,  to  it,  in  Ezekiel's  6rand  Symbolic  Vision, 
considered  as  posterior.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  if  we  take 
our  author's  view  that  Ezekiel  is  laying  down  from  "  memory  "  a 
literal  and  authoritative  "  programme  for  the  future  restoration 
of  the  theocracy,"  any  adequate  explanation  of  the  subsequent 
invention,  and  establishment,  of  the  Priests'  Code  becomes  an 
impossibility. 

V.  We  have  now  considered  three  arguments,  on  which 
Wellhausen  may  be  regarded  as  relying,  in  his  two  pages  on 
Ezekiel.  There  is  first  the  argument  from  "  national  efface- 
ment":  codification  could  not,  with  any  propriety,  have  taken 
place,  till  the  Captivity  had  ended  the  cultus,  and  laid  "  the 
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Temple  in  ruins.'*  Then  there  is  the  argument  from  "  devoted 
study":  the  captives  so  surrendered  themselves  to  sacrificial 
contemplations,  that  they,  at  last,  produced  (a  marvel  unknown 
before)  "praxis  as  a  matter  of  writing."  Then  there  is  the 
argument  from  ** complete  correspondence":  Leviticus  and 
Ezekiel  correspond  to  each  other,  and  this  simple  fact  settles 
the  posteriority  of  the  former.  We  have  endeavoured  to  guide 
the  Bible  student  to  an  appreciation  of  these  arguments,  at 
their  true  value. 

There  are  still  a  few  minor  points,  which  our  author  tries 
to  make  in  his  two  pages,  which,  as  we  wish  to  treat  these 
two  pages  exhaustively,  we  shall  dispose  of  in  this  concluding 
section. 

(1)  What  kind  of  religious  guide  have  we  in  Ezekiel  if, 
instead  of  writing  what  is  sober  and  trustworthy,  he  revels  in 
what  is  "fantastic "?  But  does  not  our  author  offer  him  this 
compliment  ?    Consider  the  following  statements,  and  query  : — 

"In  the  picture  of  IsraeVs  future  which  he  drew  in  B.C.  673 
(chaps.  40--48),  in  which  fantastic  hopes  are  indeed  built  upon 
Jehovah,  but  no  impossible  demand  made  of  man,  the  Temple  and 
coitus  hold  a  central  place.    Whence  this  sudden  change  P  "  (p.  69). 

(a)  Did  Ezekiel,  then,  hold  up,  to  the  "hope"  of  Israel, 
expectations,  which  were  "  fantastic  "?  And,  though  he  built 
them  "  upon  Jehovah,"  was  the  foundation  insecure  ? 

(J)  Then,  as  to  "  no  impossible  demand  made  of  man,"  does 
he  mean  that  all  the  prescriptions,  throughout  clusters  40—48, 
could  have  been  literally  executed  in  the  Canaan  of  the 
prophet's  day  ?  If  so,  he  writes  unwarrantably  ;  for  Jerusalem 
and  its  environs,  and  the  Mediterranean  and  the  Jordan,  turn 
many  of  these  prescriptions  (viewed  literally)  into  "  impossible 
demands." 

(c)  Then,  as  to  his  query,  "  Whence  this  sudden  change  ?  " 
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Why,  on  his  own  showing,  there  was,  in  one  view,  no  substantial 
"  change "  whatever ;  for  Ezekiel  was  only  putting  into  his 
"  picture  "  a  "  Temple  and  cultus,"  which  had,  through  previous 
i^es, "  remained  in  actual  use."  The  only  "  sudden  change  "  is 
when  our  author,  who,  from  the  top  of  p.  56  to  the  middle  of 
p.  59,  has  held  up  "  the  Temple  and  cultus  "  for  the  anathemas 
of  the  prophets,  should  (apparently  with  no  sense  of  stultifica- 
tion), at  the  middle  of  p.  59,  straightway  introduce  another 
prophet,  treating  that  "  cultus "  as  worthy  of  his  venerating 
"  memory,"  as  worthy  to  be  saved  from  "  perishing,"  as  worthy 
of  the  new  honour  of  being  "  written  down,"  and  "  published 
as  a  programme  for  the  future  restoration  of  the  theocracy." 
That  is  a  ^*  sudden  change "  indeed.  Both  "  Temple "  and 
"  cultus  "  are  pre-supposed,  and  pointedly  referred  to,  by  former 
prophets.  And  Ezekiel,  instead  of  "changing"  them,  was 
(according  to  our  author)  trying  to  be  as  faithful  to  them  as 
his  "  memory  "  would  permit  I 

(2)  The  traditional  view  is  solemnly  declared  to  be  an  in- 
vasion of  Ezekiel's  "rights  of  authorship  "  : — 

"  The  prophet,  moreover,  has  the  rights  of  authorship  as  regards 
the  end  of  his  Book  as  well  as  for  the  rest  of  it "  (p.  60). 

That  is  to  say,  we  are  turning  Ezekiel  into  a  mere  copyist,  if 
we  place  Leviticus  before  him.  But  has  not  the  Priestist 
"  rights  of  authorship  "  as  well  as  Ezekiel  ?  Merely  to  cry  out 
"  rights  of  authorship  "  does  not  advance  us  a  hairsbreadth  to 
settle  the  priority,  as  between  the  two.  Moreover,  has  not  an 
author  "rights  of  self-explanation"  as  well?  And  we  have 
seen  that  the  "  self -explanation,"  which  Ezekiel  gives,  at  the 
outset  of  the  Vision,  lends  not  the  slightest  countenance  to 
what  Wellhausen  oooUy  assumes  as  the  whole  object  of  the 
Vision.  He  is  neither  writing  from  "  memory,"  nor  copying 
Leviticus,  but  carefully  writing  down  what  "a  man,  whose 
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appearance  was  like  the  appearance  of  brass,'*  told  him  to  '^  set 
his  heart  upon." 

(8)  Oar  author^s  short  concluding  paragraph  alone  remains 

for  notice.     Observe  the  corions  figure  which  the  epithet 

'^  lifeless  "  cuts,  in  the  opening  sentence  of  that  paragraph  : — 

''Here  again  a  way  of  escape  is  open  by  assuming  a  lifeless 
existence  of  the  Law  down  to  Ezra's  time "  (p.  60). 

This  is  written  in  pity  of  his  opponents ;  but  he  ought  to 
reserve  his  pity  for  his  own  "  thesis."  For,  what  is  his  own 
"  assuming  "  as  to  the  substance  of  "  the  Law  "  throughout  ? 
He  virtually  "  assumes  "  that  there  was  "  a  living  existence  of 
the  Law,"  t.e.,  of  the  Priests'  Code,  in  pre-Exilic  ages  I  He 
holds  that  Ezekiel  set  himself  to  codify  what  had  long  been 
pre-Exilic  praxis  :  but  he  holds  also  that  the  divergences 
between  his  "progranmie"  and  the  Priests'  Code  are  "too 
casual  and  insignificant,"  to  make  much  ado  about :  therefore 
the  Code,  which  Ezra  set  up,  had  been  "  in  living  and  eflfica- 
cious  existence"  long  before  the  Exile, — the  only  curiosity  being 
that  it  had  not  been  made  "  matter  of  writing."  It  is  impossi- 
ble to  resist  this  inference :  and  it  embodies  a  view  of  the 
history  of  his  wonderful  Prieste'  Code,  which  may  generally 
have  escaped  Wellhausen's  admirers— and  perhaps  himself. 
This  view  of  it  will  re-appear  immediately. 

We  need  hardly  add  that  "a  lifeless^^^  t.«.,  an  inoperative, 
"  existence  of  the  Law  "  (both  moral  and  ritual)  is  stamped  too 
sadly,  and  ineffacably,  on  almost  every  page  of  Old  Testament 
history.  But  for  the  fact  that  "  the  Law  "  was  trampled  into 
"  lifelessness,"  there  would  have  been  no  Captivity. 

(4)  The  remainder  of  our  author's  concluding  paragraph  is 
as  follows : — 

"  But  if  this  is  done "  (t.e.  if  a  lifeless  existence  of  the  Law  is 
assumed)  "  it  is  unallowable  to  date  that  existence,  not  from  Moses» 
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but  from  some  other  intermediate  point  in  the  history  of  Israel. 
Moreover,  the  aswmpiion  of  a  codification  either  as  preceding  all 
praxis,  or  as  alongside  and  independent  of  it,  is  precisely  in  the  case 
of  sacrificial  ritual  one  of  enormous  difficulty,  for  it  is  obvious  that 
such  a  codification  can  only  he  the  final  result  of  an  old  and  highly 
developed  use,  and  not  the  invention  of  an  idle  brain.  This  con- 
sideration also  makes  retreat  into  the  theory  of  an  illegal  praxis 
impossible,  and  renders  the  legitimacy  of  the  actually  subsisting 
indisputable  **  (p.  60). 

(a)  We  quite  accept  the  date  of  the  Law  bb  '*  from  MoBes,^' 
without  seeking  any  ^'  other  intermediate  point  in  the  history." 
Nevertheless,  onr  anther's  ^* unallowable"  has  no  logical  support. 

(J)  It  is  not  for  Wellhausen,  nor  for  any  other  body,  to  sit 
down,  three  thousand  years  after  the  event,  and  proclaim  dog- 
matically what  course  codification  must  have  run.  That  is 
what  he  does  in  the  above  quotation ;  but  it  is  pure  Noldekism 
(p.  46).  He  must  &ad,froin  evidence^  what  developments  the 
human  mind  (which  has  many  strange  vagaries)  has  pursued, 
and  thus  settle  ^^what  actually  took  place''^  (p.  46).  The 
above  quotation  is  another  excellent  illustration  of  how  Well- 
hausen's  whole  method  is  just  an  annihilating  of  the  clearest  of 
evidence  by  the  most  unnsupported,  and  improbable,  of  subjec- 
tivity. He  fixes  dogmatically  what  **  CAS  only  be,"  instead 
of  humbly  asking  at  history  "  w?uit  took  place  f  " 

(c)  When  we  attribute  codification  to  Moses,  we  are  not 
attributing  it  to  an  ''  idle  brain,"  but  to  one  of  the  most  active, 
and  overwhelmingly  burdened,  "brains,"  that  the  world  has 
ever  seen.  It  is  a  much  nearer  approach  to  an  "  idle  brain," 
to  attribute  codification  to  an  "  exiled  priest "  (p.  60),  who  had 
been  sitting  seven  and  twenty  years  **out  of  employment'* 
(p.  60),  by  the  banks  of  the  Ghebar  I 

(d)  The  delightful  climax  is  again  reached,  when  the  Priests* 
Code  is  (unawares,  we  fear)  pronounced  to  be  the  only  "  Inti- 
mate "  ritual  that  ever  existed  in  Israel  I    Our  author  has  found 
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"  illegal  praxis  (before  the  Exile)  impossible  "  ;  he  has  found 
that  the  then  "  actually  subsisting  "  praxis  was  "  indisputably 
legitimate  ":  but  {we  remember,  though  he  may  forget,  that)  he 
has  also  found  that  ^^  actually  subsisting  praxis  "  to  have  been 
what  Ezekiel  set  himself,  with  such  assiduity,  to  remember  and 
to  codify  :  and  he  has  also  found  that  the  differences  between 
Ezekiel  and  Ezra  are  ^'  too  casual  and  insignificant  *'  for  serious 
concernment :  therefore  the  Priests'  Code,  as  set  up  by  Ezra, 
was  virtually  identical  with  the  "  actually  subsisting  "  praxis  in 
pre-Exilic  days,  and  was  then  (as  well  as  in  Ezra's  day) 
"indisputably  legitimate"!  Is  it  not  worth  a  good  deal  of 
toil,  and  of  hard  verbiage,  to  have  reached  such  a  happy  con- 
summation ?  "  The  imaginationist  wolf  and  the  traditionalist 
lamb  may  now  lie  down  together,  and  a  little  child  may  lead 
them."  Could  anything  show  more  clearly  what  a  tissue  of 
inconsequence,  and  of  contradictoriness,  Wellhausen's  un- 
checked Imaginations  amount  to  ? 

If  we  charged  Wellhausen  with  evading  Ezekiel,  with  attri- 
buting to  him  the  most  extraordinary  transmutation  of 
sacrificial  history,  and  yet  never  allowing  the  boards  of  his 
Book  to  be  opened,  that  a  single  sentence  of  definite  corrobora- 
tion might  be  forthcoming,  we  think  no  one,  who  has  read  this 
and  the  preceding  chapters,  will  try  the  tu  quoque  on  us,  and 
charge  us  with  evading  Wellhausen.  We  have  tried  to  com- 
pensate for  his  evasion  by  an  attentive  scrutiny  of  the  contents, 
and  of  the  scope,  of  Ezekiel's  Book,  especially  of  its  eight 
closing  chapters.  And  we  have  then  dealt  with  his  two  pages, 
on  which  all  definite  quotation  of  Ezekiel  is  practically  ignored, 
and  we  do  not  feel  that  we  have  left  a  single  representation, 
which  these  pages  contain,  tin-examined  and  un-exposed.  Our 
inquiries  have  all  converged  to  the  conclusion  that  the  singular 
part,  which  Wellhausen  assigns  to  Ezekiel  (a  part,  which  is 
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neither  directly  announced  by  the  prophet  himself,  nor  cele- 
brated by  the  i-etumed  exiles,  nor  remotely  referred,  to  by  any 
subsequent  Jewish  writer)  has  had  its  creation  in  Germany,  and 
not  in  Babylon.  We  have  found  "  not  a  trace  '*  of  proof  that 
}ie  was  "polemical"  against  all  former  prophets,  or  that  he  was 
"  doing  a  new  thing  "  in  sacrifice,  "at  the  which  the  ears"  of 
eveiy  early  prophet  "that  heard  it  would  have  tingled." 
In  a  word,  Wellhausen's  Ezekelianism  is  a  dream,  and  not  a 
soTier  demonstration  of  facts.  We  have  treated  it  with  the 
utmost  carefulness,  because,  as  already  stated,  he  attaches  to  it 
un-limited  weight,  and  because  he  introduces  it,  as  if  axiomati- 
cally  true,  at  every  turn  of  his  Prolegomena.  It  is  not  too 
much  to  say  that,  if  Ezekiel  be  not  the  new  national  guide  in 
sacrifice,  of  whom  Wellhausen  has  dreamed,  his  Prolegomena 
must  almost  instantaneously  collapse.  Hence  the  justification 
of  the  time,  and  of  the  space,  which  we  have  devoted  to 
"  Wellhausen's  Ezekelian  Romance." 

There  is  one  argument  from  Ezekiel  which  we  cannot 
answer.  If  it  be  insisted  that  the  matter  is  too  clear  for 
difference  of  opinion ;  that  the  instinct  of  "  scientific  "  scholar- 
ship has  infallibly  settled  the  question ;  that  "  almost  every 
younger  scholar  of  mark  is  on  the  side  of  Wellhausen";  that 
none  but  the  "  hide-bound  "  and  "  fossils  "  and  "  moles  "  of  an 
effete  superstition  can  think  of  differing  from  him  ;  then  that 
is  the  argument  of  essential  and  superlative  Dogmatism^  that  is 
the  argument  of  un-reasoning  I-am-Sir-Oracle  ^?//AonYy,  which 
our  new  "science"  reprobates,  but  without  which  our  new 
"  science  "  cannot,  for  one  moment,  live  :  and,  before  that 
argument,  we  are  dumb.  But  if,  leaving  the  region  of  mere 
conceit  and  dogmatism,  our  critics  will  enter  the  field  of  candid 
and  responsible  ratiocination,  and  if  they  will  there  prove  to  us 
such  points  as  EzekiePs  claim  to  be  a  sacrificial  revolutionist. 
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his  avowal  of  antagonism  to  fonner  prophets,  his  design  to 
r^alate  circomstantiallj  the  neoessary  procedure  of  the  restored 
under  Cyms,  the  exiles'  acceptance  of  his  goidance,  the  com- 
memoration  by  post-Exilic  prophets  of  the  enduring  aid  he  had 
rendered  to  ritual,  the  possibility  of  his  purely  Yision-beheld 
prescriptions  being  actualised  in  Canaan,  then  we  trust  we 
shall  be  ready  to  cry  Peccavimus,  to  keep  our  eyes  henceforth 
open  to  the  clear  realities,  and  to  acknowledge  that  we  have 
assailed  Wellhausen  in  vain.  Meantime,  ^  we  have  not  bowed 
our  knee  to  the  image  of  " — Authority^  and  we  use  our  freedom 
to  say  that  Wellhausen's  Ezekelianism  is  as  flimsy  an  Imagina- 
tion as  was  ever  penned. 
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CHAPTER  Vni. 

THB  HATEBIALS    OF   BACBI7I0E  AND  THEIB    ALLEGED  SXTBA- 
OBDINABY  EVOLUTIONS. 

WE  have  now  exhausted  the  first  of  the  two  great  central 
topics,  round  which  we  explained  that  Wellhansen's 
peculiar  views  of  sacrifice  may  be  regarded  as  grouping  them- 
selves. That  topic  has  been  the  General  Attitude  of  the  Deitj 
towards  Sacrifice,  so  far  as  that  Attitude  can  be  r^arded  as 
disclosed  by  the  (so-called)  warring  writers  of  Scripture :  and 
we  have  discussed  it  in  chapters  3 — ?•  The  second  topic  is  the 
Special  Peculiarities  and  Developments,  which  Wellhausen 
attributes  to  Sacrifice,  throughout  the  long  course  of  Israelitish 
history.  And  with  this  we  shall  now  be  occupied,  in  our 
remaining  chapters. 

We  may  say,  in  general,  as  r^ards  the  second  great  topic 
thus  presented  for  discussion,  that  the  sacrificial  developments, 
which  he  here  presents,  will  perhaps  be  r^arded  as  neither  so 
astoundiiig,  nor  so  far-reaching,  in  character,  as  some  of  those, 
which  we  have  just  been  engaged  in  discussing.  We  have 
found  these  latter  to  involve  such  a  practical  assertion  of 
Naturalism  as  tke  only  guide  for  pre-Exilic  Israel,  such  a 
practical  abstention,  on  God's  part  (throughout  rolling  cen- 
turies), from  all  regulative  interest  in  'Hhe  main  part  of 
worship,"  such  an  extraordinary  manipulation  of  the  funda- 
mental watchwords  of  the  early  prophets,  such  a  singular,  and 
un-demonstrated,  assignment  of  a  sacrificial  revolution  to 
Ezekiel,  and  such  a  general  setting  of  Moses  against  prophets. 
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of  prophets  against  themselves,  and  of  redactors  against  all, 
that  we  have  felt  bound  to  enlarge  on  the  inquiry,  "  how  can 
these  things  be  "  ?  and  to  see  if  the  Old  Testament  be  indeed 
the  tissue  of  hitherto  un-disoovered  contradiction  and  decep- 
tion, which  the  Prolegomena  would  represent.  The  Law,  and 
the  History,  and  the  Prophets  are  all  so  subversively  handled, 
that  we  feel  confident  no  one,  interested  in  the  comparative 
study  of  the  Books  of  the  Old  Testament,  will  regard  us  as 
having  exceeded  the  call  of  propriety,  in  the  somewhat  length- 
ened investigation,  which  we  have  conducted.  Our  author's 
frequent  habit  is  to  throw  so  much  of  serious,  and  un-supported, 
assertion  into  a  single  sentence,  that  it  requires  a  considerable 
course  of  patient  quotation  and  reasoning,  to  un-ravel  and  to 
correct  him.  Though  we  have  found  this  very  notably  in  his 
metamorphosis  of  Ezekiel,  we  have  encountered  it,  to  a  con- 
siderable extent,  in  his  criticism  of  the  historians,  and  of  the 
other  prophets,  as  well. 

The  other  developments  which  he  presents  (under  what  we 
call  the  second  central  topic)  do  not  involve  such  a  funda- 
mental overturning  of  the  Jewish  Records  from  end  to  end.  He 
states  them  plainly  and  notably  enough  ;  and  he  makes  them 
suflBciently  disparaging  to  the  penetration,  and  to  the  integrity, 
of  some  of  the  sacred  writers;  but  several  of  them  are  of 
subordinate  importance,  and  may  admit  of,  proportionally, 
briefer  treatment.  He  professes  to  have  discovered  sundry 
developments  in  the  materials^  that  came  to  be  used  in  Israel- 
itish  sacrifices,  the  Priestly  Code  showing  an  advancement, 
over  previous  usages,  in  sacrificial  materials  and  preparations. 
He  has  also  discovered  a  new  relative  importance  as  between 
the  peace  offering  and  the  burnt  offering^  the  former  being  pre- 
dominant in  all  pre-Exilic  ages,  while  the  latter  was  treated  as 
subordinate,  till  the  Priestly  Code  ushered  it  into  new  indepen- 
dence and  prominence.    He  discovers  also  that  sin  and  frc^ass 
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offerings  are  a  quite  late  invention,  first  fixed  by  Ezekiel,  after- 
wards elaborated  into  "  enormous  importance  "  in  the  Priestly 
Code.  And,  in  general^  he  discovers  that  the  Priestly  Code  is 
characterised  by  a  compulsion,  by  a  gloom,  by  a  rigidity,  and 
by  an  abstraction,  which  mark  it  notably  oflf  from  previous 
sacrificial  praxis  in  Israel.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  he  need 
not  be  r^arded  as  having  "  spent  his  strength  in  vain  and 
his  labour  for  nought,"  if  his  supposed  sacrificial  dis- 
coveries can  be  verified.  But,  whether  these  discoveries  are 
Realities  or  Imaginations,  is  now  the  matter  for  our  con- 
sideration. 

In  the  present  chapter,  we  shall  discuss  a  four-fold  evolution, 
which  he  asks  us  to  recognise,  in  the  materials  of  sacrifice, 
after  we  have  offered  a  few  remarks  on  a  general  sacrificial 
"  sketch,"  which  he  presents  as  preliminary  thereto. 

(A) 
The  "  sketch,"  to  wliich  we  refer,  is  of  a  specially  imagina- 
tive kind.  We  have  already  referred  to  it  as  one  of  the  two 
passages  (the  other  being  pp.  76-79),  in  his  chapter  on  Sacri- 
fice, which  we  always  think  of  as  the  two  Arcadian  dreams ; 
for,  in  them,  he  seems  absolutely  to  turn  his  fancy  into  "  the 
wind  which  bloweth  where  it  listeth,"  and  to  pen  whatever 
"  sketches  "  strike  him  as  most  attractive,  or  convenient.  At 
the  close  of  the  "  sketch,"  he  writes  the  following  sentence : 
"  The  features  presented  by  the  various  literary  sources  har- 
monise with  the  foregoing  sketch "  (p.  63).  Would  not  any 
one  expect  that  sentence  to  be  followed  up  by  quotations  from 
the  "literary  sources,"  showing  how  they  reflect  the  ** sketch," 
that  had  just  been  given  ?  Instead  of  that,  the  very  next 
sentence  is  this  :  "  But  the  Priestly  Code  exhibits  some  pecu- 
liarities by  which  it  is  distinguished  from  the  pre-Exilic  remains 
in  matters  sacrificial "  (p.  63).    We  are  going  to  devote  this 
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whole  chapter  to  these  alleged  "peculiarities  "  in  the  "  Priestly 
Code  ";  but  what  we  notice  now  is  that  this  reference  to  these 
" peculiarities"  constitutes  a  provoking  change  of  subject,  and 
mocks  our  expectation  of  ample  quotations,  from  the  '*  literary 
sources,"  which  would  have  established  their  "harmony  "  with 
the  "  sketch."  Most  of  its  elements  are  accompanied  with  no 
pretence  of  Scripture  proof :  a  few  are  connected  with  a  paren- 
thetical imprisonment  of  some  texts,  which,  on  being  turned 
up,  lend  no  support  to  our  author's  peculiar  "  thesis  "  :  not  a 
single  quotation  from  Scripture  occurs,  in  full,  throughout  the 
"sketch." 

On  previous  pages,  we  have  made  quotations  from  it,  our 
criticisms  of  which  we  shall  not  here  repeat.  There  are  some 
other  portions  of  it,  at  which  we  shall  very  briefly  glance, 
before  going  forward  to  those  alleged  evolutions  of  sacrificial 
materials,  which  are  the  proper  subject  of  this  chapter. 

I.  On  the  vexed  question  of  the  origin  of  sacrifice,  the 
"  sketch  "  decides  dogmatically.  It  was  an  aping  of  earthly 
courts  :  kings  got  presents,  and  so  the  heavenly  King  came  to 
be  sued  to  with  presents  too  : — 

"  Both  nouns  and  both  verbs  are  used  originally  for  the  offering 
of  a  present  to  the  king  (or  the  nobles)  to  do  him  homage,  to  make 
him  gracious,  to  support  a  petition  (Judges  3.  17  seq.;  1  Sam. 
10,  27;  1  Kings  5.  1  [A.V.  4.  21]),  and  from  this  are  employed 
with  reference  to  the  highest  King  (Mai.  1.  8)  "  (p.  61). 

But  the  "literary  sources"  represent  sacrifice  as  existing 
in  the  days  of  Cain  and  Abel,  before  "  kings  "  or  "  nobles  " 
were  ever  heard  of !  Sacrifice,  therefore,  cannot  have 
originated  from  the  practice  of  earthly  courts.  And  what 
a  ludicrous  witness  is  Malachi,  the  last  of  post-Exilic  prophets 
(in  a  passing  reference  to  earthly  governors),  to  the  origin  of 
sacrifice ! 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


AN  ABCAJDIAN  DREAM.  291 

II.  The   "sketch"  represents  the  material  of   sacrifice   as 

indifferent,  if  the  offerer  values  it,  and  has  neither  borrowed  it 

nor  stolen  it : — 

**  With  respect  to  the  matter  of  it,  the  idea  of  a  sacrifice  is  in 
itself  indifferent,  if  the  thing  offered  only  have  value  of  some  80rt> 
and  is  the  property  of  the  offerer  "  (p.  61). 

But  "the  literary  sources"  are  "polemical"  against  the 
"sketch"  again.  They  represent  Cain's  offering  (and  not 
merely  Cain  himself)  as  failing  to  secure  the  divine  "  respect ": 
"  but  unto  Cain  and  to  his  offering  the  Lord  had  not  respect ": 
and  yet  "  the  thing  offered  "  was  Cain's  own,  "  the  fruit  of  the 
ground " ;  and,  as  the  produce  of  his  own  "  tilling,"  it  had 
doubtless  "  value  of  some  sort."  Not  always,  therefore,  was 
"  the  matter  of  it  in  itself  indifferent."  Was  the  sacrifice  "  the 
property  of  the  offerer,"  when  Abraham,  apparently  by  chance, 
saw  a  ram  caught  in  a  thicket?  Was  the  sacrifice,  "with 
respect  to  the  matter  of  it,"  quite  indifferent,  when  Moses  in- 
sisted that  it  "must"  be  from  "our  cattle"?  No  other 
department  of  "  the  property  of  the  offerers  "  would  do. 

III.  The  "  sketch  "  explains  also  that  it  was  the  exemplar  of 

human  eating,  and  of  human  drinking,  that  fixed  the  original 

form  of  sacrifice  to  be  edibles  : — 

"  But  it  is  quite  in  harmony  with  the  naivete  of  antiquity  that  as 
to  man  so  also  to  Qod  that  which  is  eatable  is  by  preference  offered ; 
in  this  there  was  the  additional  advantage,  that  what  God  had 
caused  to  grow  was  thus  rendered  back  to  Him  **  (p.  62). 

Is  there  not  a  fine  tripping  superiority  about  this  display  of 
"  advantages  "  ?  But  alas  I  "  the  literary  sources  "  are  again 
"  polemical."  Abel  offered,  not  what  was  "  eatable  by  man," 
but  what  man  was  forbidden  to  eat,  "  the  firstlings  of  his  fiock 
and  of  the  fat  thereof  "  !  Noah  offered  "  of  every  clean  beast 
and  of  every  clean  fowl "  ;  and  yet  the  Priestist  assures  us  that 
slaughtering,  and  eating  fiesh,  were  not  permissible  till  after  the 
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Flood !  It  oonld  not,  th^^fore,  be,  in  Noah^s  case,  that  '^  asto 
man  so  also  to  (}od  that  which  is  eatable  is  by  preference 
offered " ;  for  Noah  had  never  seen  a  human  being  eating 
"beaste,"  or  "fowls." 

Will  it  be  suggested  that  we  are  going  too  far  back  for  illus- 
trations, and  that  it  is  Israelitish  sacrifice,  and  not  antedi- 
luvian sacrifice,  that  our  author  is  "  sketching  "  ?  That  plea 
will  not  avail  him :  for,  though  he  might  often  well  entreat, 
"  remember  not  past  pages,*'  we  persist  in  remembering  how, 
on  p.  64,  he  wrote,  "  Noah  the  father  of  all  mankind  built  the 
first  altar  after  the  Flood,  and  long  before  him  Cain  and  Abel 
sacrificed  in  the  same  way  as  was  usual  in  Palestine  thousands 
of  years  afterwards."  We  are,  therefore,  only  "  hoisting  him 
with  his  own  petard,"  when  we  appeal  to  Noah,  to  Cain,  and  to 
Abel,  as  illustrating  the  views,  and  usages,  of  "  antiquity,"  in 
the  matter  of  sacrifice.  And,  taking  them  as  our  guides,  we 
can  assert  that,  while  it  maij  be  "  quite  in  harmony  with  the 
naivetS  of  a  German  critic  sitting  in  his  arm  chair,"  it  is  not 
"  quite  in  harmony  with  the  naweU  of  Hebrew  antiquity,"  to 
delineate  the  origin  of  sacrifice,  as  he  has  done.  He  is  just 
stringing  off  a  few  naked,  and  un-supported,  fancies.  If  (in 
the  case  of  any  of  them)  he  hits  the  truth,  it  is  by  accident, 
not  by  Scripture  guidance. 

IV.  The  "  sketch  "  further  says  magniloquently  :— » 

**  The  maimer  in  which  the  portions  pertaining  to  Grod  are  con- 
yeyed  to  Him  Taries.  The  most  primitive  is  the  simple  *  setting  in 
order '  {*araJchy  struere)  and  *  ponring  out  *  (ahaphakhf  fondere)  in  the 
case  of  the  shewbread  and  drink  offerings ;  to  this  a  simple  eating 
and  drinking  would  correspond.  But  the  most  nsnal  is  burning, 
or,  as  the  Hebrews  express  it,  '  making  a  savour  *  (hiktir),  to  which 
corresponds  the  more  dehcate  form  of  enjoyment,  that  of  smelling. 
Originally,  however,  it  is  God  Himself  who  consumes  what  the 
fiame  consumes  '*  (p.  62), 

So  far  as  substantiations,  by  chapter  and  verse,  are  concerned, 
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we  have  here  a  mere  bundle  of  Imaginations.  (1)  On  the 
previoos  page,  hakrihh  and  haggish  are  given,  as  the  apjH-o* 
priate  verbs  for  offering  a  sacrifice :  here,  they  are  thrown 
aside  for  'arakh  and  ahajphakh  and  hiktir.  But  none  of  the 
five  are  to  be  found  in  connectioi^  with  "  the  most  primitive  " 
offerings  of  sacrifice,  which  are  recorded  I  We  have  just 
quoted  our  author  as  urging  that  Cain  and  Abel  and  Noah 
knew  how  to  offer  accepted  sacrifices  "thousands  of  years" 
before  Israel  entered  Palestine :  their  method  therefore  is  surely 
"  the  most  primitive,"  Yet  the  only  verb  used  of  the  first  two 
is  vayahhe ;  and  the  verbs  used  of  the  third  are  vayikkach  and 
vayaal. 

(2)  His  criticism  of  ^arakh,  as  denoting  the  conveyance  of 
the  sacrifice,  is  quite  erroneous  :  it  is  used  of  any  preliminary 
arranging  that  is  needed,  be/ore  the  conveyance  begins.  Abra- 
ham may  surely  be  regarded  as  "most  primitive":  but,  in 
Gen.  22,  ^arakh  is  used  to  deocribe,  not  the  conveyance  of  the 
sacrifice,  but  the  mere  preparatory  work  of  arranging  the  wood 
on  the  altar  I  "  Abraham  built  the  altar,  and  set  in  order 
iyaarokh)  the  bits  of  wood  "  (Gen.  22.  9).  Shall  we  say  "  To 
this  a  simple  eating  would  correspond  "  ?  or  shall  we  draw  the 
line  at  offering  "wood"  as  an  "edible"  to  the  Deity  ?  After 
the  wood  is  duly  arranged,  vayasem  and  lishchot  are  applied  to 
Isaac,  and  vayaal  to  the  ram.  Take  another  ancient  instancet 
Balaam  ("  the  Aramean  who  understands  just  as  well  as  any 
Israelite  how  to  offer  sacrifices,"  p.  54)  uses  ^arakh,  not  for 
the  conveyance  of  the  sacrifices,  but  for  the  preliminary  pre- 
paration of  his  altars,  "  I  have  prepared  me  seven  altars  " :  but, 
when  the  offerings  are  conveyed,  the  verb  (as  in  Abraham's 
case)  is  vayaal.  In  like  manner,  on  Mount  Carmel,  the  only 
use  of  ^arakhy  in  connection  with  Elijah's  sacrifice,  is  "  And  he 
set  in  order  (yaarokh)  the  bits  of  wood " :  the  conveyance  of 
the  sacrifice,  on  the  other  hand,  is  through  the  fire  of  the  Lord 
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falling,  and  consuming  it.  There  is  not  a  single  instance  of  the 
conveyance  of  a  sacrifice  by  ^arakh  !  For  the  Priestly  Code  uses 
^araTch^  precisely  as  in  the  foregoing  instances,  in  the  sense  of 
arranging  the  pieces  of  wood,  or  arranging  the  pieces  of  the 
flesh  upon  the  wood,  but  not  for  the  sacrificial  conveyance. 
80  far  as  the  use  of  ^arahh  is  concerned,  therefore,  there  is 
nothing  to  prevent  the  Code  being  a  "  most  primitive  "  docu- 
ment ! 

(3)  He  is  equally  mis-leading  as  to  shaphakh.  In  the  "  most 
primitive  "  drink-offering  recorded,  in  Gen.  35.  14,  there  is  no 
use  of  this  verb  :  but  vayassekh  and  vayitsok  are  used.  In  the 
Codes,  the  sacrificial  use  of  shaphakh  is  for  the  pouring  out  of 
blood  at  the  altar  of  bumt-offering,  but  not  for  the  presen- 
tation of  drink-offerings.  Its  only  connection  with  the  latter 
is  once  in  a  rebuke  of  lewd  idolatry,  "  to  the  smooth  stones 
of  the  valley  hg^t  thou  poured  a  drink-offering  "  (Isai.  57.  6) : 
if  Wellhausen  regards  that  passage  as  Exilic,  how  can  he, 
on  the  basis  of  that  solitary  use,  tell  his  readers  that  shapJiakh 
is  the  standing  "  most  primitive  "  verb  for  describing  "  drink- 
offerings  "  ?  It  is  the  hiphil  of  nasakk  that  generally  describes 
them. 

(4)  It  will  be  seen  that  our  author  slips  in  "  the  shewbread," 
as  a  sample  of  "  most  primitive  "  offerings.  How  can  he  derive 
such  a  view  from  "  the  literary  sources  "  ?  The  "  litemry  source,'** 
which  introduces  the  shrewbread,  is  the  Priestly  Code,  which 
(instead  of  being  "  most  primitive  ")  he  regards  as  post-Exilic  I 
And  the  use  of  ^arakhy  in  connection  with  the  shewbread,  is 
quite  similar  to  its  use  in  connection  with  Abraham's  and 
Elijah's  sacrifices :  it  is  used  for  t?ie  arranging  of  the  twelve 
loaves,  in  two  piles,  on  the  Golden  Table  ;  but  it  is  not  used  for 
the  sacrificial  conveyance  of  these  loaves  from  the  altar,  for  the 
very  suflBcient  reason  that  they  never  reach  the  altar  at  all : 
what  reaches  the  altar  is  the  frankincense,  placed  as  a  memorial 
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on  the  top  of  each  pile,  and  removed  every  Sabbath  by  the 
priests,  to  constitute  an  offering  by  fire  on  the  altar. 

(5)  One  might  infer,  from  our  author's  language,  that  he 
can  point  to  numerous  instances,  in  which  hiktir  is  used  for  the 
conveyance  of  ancient  sacrifices :  for  he  says  it  is  "  the  most 
usual  term."  What  are  the  facts  ?  He  has  hardly  an  instance 
(apart  from  "before  they  burnt  the  fat,"  in  1  Sam.  2.  15)  in 
which  the  conveyance  of  an  ancient  sacrifice  is  denoted  by 
hiktir.  He  might  have  plenty  of  instances,  if  he  would  let  the 
history  speak  for  itself ;  but,  by  bringing  down  the  Priestly 
Code  and  the  redaction  of  Kings  to  the  Exile,  his  statement  is 
left  in  the  un-corroborated  condition,  which  we  have  described.- 
Practically,  he  is  just  masquerading  in  the  traditionalist  clothes, 
which  he  is  crying  out  that  he  repudiates.  "  The  most  usual 
term  " ! — and  yet  (except  as  a  traditionalist)  he  has  hardly  one 
undoubted  ancient  use  of  it,  to  which  he  can  point. 

In  view  of  the  foregoing,  the  Bible  student  will  probably 
think  thrice  before  blindly  following  Wellhausen  as  a  Hebraist. 

V.  Another  teaching  of  the  "  sketch "  is  that,  of  old,  there 
was  an  absolute  equality  between  all  sacrifices,  and  that  animal 
sacrifices,  with  the  sprinkling  of  blood,  were  not  a  whit  more 
eflBcacious  than  others : — 

"  As  regards  the  distinction  between  bloodless  and  bloody  offer- 
ings, the  latter,  it  is  well  known,  are  preferred  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, but,  strictly  speaking,  the  former  also  have  the  same  valvs 
and  the  same  efficacy.  The  incense-offering  is  represented  as  a 
means  of  propitiation  (Lev.  16 ;  Num.  17.  12  [A.V.  16.  47]),  so 
also  are  the  ten  thousands  of  rivers  of  oil  figuring  between  the 
thonsands  of  rams  and  the  human  sacrifice  in  Micah  6.  That  the 
cereal  offering  is  never  anything  but  an  accompaniment  of  the 
animal  sacrifice  is  a  mle  which  does  not  hold,  either  in  the  case  of 
the  shewbread  or  in  that  of  the  high  priest's  daily  minchah  (Lev.  6. 13 
[A.V.  20] ;  Neh.  10.  36) "  (pp.  62,  63). 

He  has  not  a  scrap  of  proof,  from  any  of  the  "literary 
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sources,"  in  support  of  the  above  element  of  hia  "sketch," 
that  bloodless  and  bloody  offerings  are  identical  in  value.  But 
there  are  abundance  of  indications  that  such  doctrine  is  un- 
warranted. The  bloodless  offering  of  Cain  and  the  bloody 
offering  of  Abel  are  not  described  as  identical  in  value  ;  to  the 
one  **  God  had  respect,"  to  the  other  "  God  had  not  respect ": 
all  the  grounds  of  the  two  diverse  divine  judgments  are  not 
recorded,  but  we  have  enough  to  show  the  wanton  unwarrant^ 
ableness  of  Wellhausen's  words.  He  is  bound  to  deny  the 
"  same  value  "  to  the  two  sacrifices,  seeing  the  "  to  whom  "  was 
the  same  in  both,  He  meets  the  same  difficulty  in  what  passes 
between  Moses  and  Pharaoh :  Moses  does  not  believe  in  the 
"  same  value  "  theory  :  bloodless  sacrifices  will  not  do  equally 
well  with  animal  sacrifices :  "  our  cattle  shall  go  vdth  us,  for 
thereof  must  we  sacrifice."  The  inherent  superiority  of  "  bloody 
offerings,"  on  the  principle  "  it  is  the  blood  that  maketh  atone- 
ment, for  the  life  is  in  the  blood  "  is  not  only  reflected  from 
every  page  of  the  Priestly  Code,  but  is  the  inevitable  inference, 
regarding  all  Old  Testament  sacrifices,  from  the  first. 

Lev.  16  attributes  to  (he  blood  of  the  two  sin-offerings  the 
whole  three-fold  atonement  of  the  ritual,  which  it  prescribes. 
In  Num.  16.  47,  Moses  sees  the  people  being  swept  off  by  the 
thousand,  and,  as  the  readiest  available  service  of  deprecation, 
he  bids  the  high-priest  hurry,  and  bum  incense  between  the 
living  and  the  dead  :  had  he  waited  till  a  sin-offering  was  pro- 
cured, and  slain,  and  flayed,  and  sacrificed,  and  its  carcase 
burned  outside  the  camp,  the  plague  might  have  been  over  half 
the  camp :  to  infer  the  strict  equality  of  all  sacrifices,  from 
such  an  episode,  bespeaks,  surely,  a  desperate  cause.  The  same 
seems  bespoken  by  the  reference  to  Mic.  6 :  why,  only  a  few 
pages  back,  he  was  quoting  that  passage  as  proving  that  all  the 
sacrifices,  named  in  it,  were  valueless  in  God's  sight ;  now  he 
quotes  it  to  prove  that  they  are  all  "  efficacious,"  and  that  the 
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"  oil "  has  "  the  same  value  and  the  same  eflSeacy "  as  the 
"  rams,"  and  the  "  calves,"  and  the  "  children  "  I  His  renewed 
reference  to  the  shrewbread  is  equally  pointless :  let  him  pro- 
duce one  text,  declaring  the  "  value  and  efficacy  "  of  the  shew- 
bread,  and  another  text,  declaring  the  "  value  and  efficacy  "  of 
the  bumt-oflfering,  and  then  let  him  exhibit  the  two  "  values 
and  efficacies  "  as  identical :  this  he  cannot  do— nor  anything 
approaching  it. 

VI.  The  "  sketch "  has  a  further  concluding  paragraph  re- 
garding blood.  Its  essence  is,  so  far,  dealt  with  on  other  pages. 
We  may  here  quote  one  or  two  of  its  assertions.    It  begins  : — 

**  When  a  sacrifice  is  killed,  the  offering  consists  not  of  the  blood 
but  of  the  eatable  portions  of  the  flesh.  Only  these  can  be  de- 
signated as  the  *  bread  of  Jehovah ' "  (p.  63). 

Where  can  he  support  such  language  from  the  "  literary 
sources  "  ?  They  are  quite  irreconcileable  with  it.  In  the  case 
of  all  peace-ofPerings,  and  sin-offerings,  and  trespass-offerings, 
the  ^^ eatable  portions  of  the  flesh"  never  reach  the  altar  at  all ! 
It  is  only  in  the  case  of  the  bumt-offering,  which  he  says  was 
quite  subordinate  till  Exilic  days,  that  the  eatable  portions  are 
burnt  on  the  altar  :  and,  even  in  the  case  of  the  bumt-offering, 
the  first  requirement  is,  "  Aaron's  sons  shall  present  the  blood, 
and  sprinkle  the  blood  round  about  upon  the  altar."  "  Only 
these  "  (».«.,  onli/  the  eatable  portions)  "  can  be  designated  as 
the  bread  of  Jehovah  "  .'  Let  him  read  Ezek.  44.  7,  "  when  ye 
offer  MY  BREAD,  THE  FAT  AND  THE  BLOOD  ":  here  His  "  bread  " 
is  designated,  to  the  exclusion  of  "  the  eatable  ^portions."  Let 
him  read  Lev.  21.  6,  21,  22  :  he  will  there  find  that  what 
is  burnt  on  the  altar  is  pre-eminently  "  the  bread  of  his  God," 
and  that  "the  eatable  portions  "  are  only  in  a  less  sacred  sense 
"  God's  bread."  Is  it  not  effrontery  to  describe  such  a 
"sketch"  as  "harmonising"  with  the  "various  literary 
sources  "  ? 
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He  says  : — 

**  Not  by  any  means  every  meal  indeed,  but  every  slaugbtering, 
came  to  be  a  sacrifice  "  (p.  63). 

What  then  becomes  of  "  the  same  value  and  the  same  effi- 
cacy "  doctrine,  which  he  has  just  been  proclaiming,  as  reign- 
ing till  Leviticus  and  Nehemiah  ?  Or,  what  becomes  of  the 
Deuteronomist's  proclamation  that  "  every  slaughtering  "  was 
not  "  a  sacrifice,"  but  that  in  general  (when  slaughtering  took 
place)  the  blood,  instead  of  being  treated  sacrificially,  was  to 
be  "  poured  out  on  the  earth  like  water  "  ? 

We  are  also  told : — 

"  The  atoning  efficacy  of  the  gift  hegan  to  be  ascribed  mainly  to 
the  blood  and  to  the  vicarious  value  of  the  life  taken  away" 
(p.  63). 

Can  he  give  us  the  slightest  clue  to  the  date  of  that "  be- 
gan "  ?  How  long  had  animal  sacrifices  reigned,  till  their 
most  fundamental  and  obvious  characteristic  even  "  began"  to 
be  appreciated  ?  Has  he  "  the  faintest  trace "  of  proof  that 
the  "  efficacy  "  of  the  blood  was  not  recognised  from  the  days 
of  Abel  ?  or  that  "  Noah  the  father  of  all  mankind  "  was  not 
aware  of  it  ? 

Though  it  comes  between  the  last  two  quoted  sentences,  we 
give  the  following  la^,  as  constituting  a  real  treasure  : — 

'*  What  was  primarily  aimed  at  in  it  was  a  mere  restoration  of 
His  own  to  the  Deity,  but  there  readily  resulted  a  combination 
with  the  idea  of  sacrifice  "  (p.  63). 

On  the  previous  page,  the  last  four  words  "  the  idea  of  sacri- 
fice''' have  been  defined  as  indicating  "that  what  God  had 
caused  to  grow  was  thus  rendered  back  to  Him."  Substi- 
tuting this  definition,  the  foregoing  pompous  revelation 
assumes  this  form :  "  What  was  primarily  aimed  at  in  it 
was  a   mere  restoration  of  His  otvn  to  the  Deity,  but  there 
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readily  resulted  a  combination  with  the  idea  that  what  God 
had  given  was  thus  rendered  lack  to  Him  ! " 

We  could  not  part  with  the  "  sketch  "  at  a  more  suitable 
culmination. 

(B) 

We  now  proceed  to  the  proper  subject  of  this  chapter,  which 
is  **  The  Materials  of  Sacrifice,  and  their  Extraordinary  Evo- 
lutions." Wellhausen  presents  these  evolutions  as  four  in 
number,  and  we  shall  give  a  separate,  and  patient,  treatment  to 
each.  We  fear  that  some  of  them  may  strike  ordinary  readers 
as  not  being  of  a  very  serious,  if  even  intelligible,  kind  ;  but 
we  shall  always  give  them  in  their  discoverer's  own  words, 
so  that  nothing  may  be  wanting  for  their  appreciation. 

The  first  is  founded  on  the  Priestly  Code's  employment  of 
the  term  "  fine  flour "  {8oleth\  in  connection  with  sacrifices, 
which  our  author  r^ards  as  implying  a  development  of  a  strong 
and  undoubted  kind.  He  holds  that,  in  previous  ages, 
"  ordinary  flour  "  or  meal  (kemach)  was  the  material  invariably 
used,  but  thafc,  in  all  the  later  (Priestly)  Uterature,  soleth,  as  a 
mark  of  advancement,  is  made  to  take  the  place  of  kemach.  So 
well  understood  was  this  that  (he  says)  the  Septuagist  trans- 
lators, when  they  found  kemach  in  1  Sam.  1.  24,  would  not 
pollute  their  Greek  version  by  translating  such  a  material,  but 
compassionated  the  ignorance  of  the  author  of  Samuel,  and 
translated  him  as  though  he  had  written  soUth.  Here  is  out 
author's  precise  statement  of  this  discovered  evolution  : — 

"  In  the  first  place,  it  is  characterised  in  the  case  of  bloodless 
offerings  by  a  certain  refinement  of  the  material.  Thus  in  the 
meal-offerings  it  will  have  soleth  (simila),  not  kemach  (far).  In  the 
whole  pre-Exilian  Uterature  the  former  is  mentioned  only  three 
times  altogether,  but  never  in  connection  with  sacrifice ,  where,  on 
the  contrary,  the  ordinary  meal  is  used  (Judges  6. 19 ;  1  Sam.  1. 21), 
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That  £his  is  no  mere  accident  appears  on  tHe  one  hand  from  the 
fact  that  in  the  later  literature,  from  Ezekiel  onwards,  kemach  as 
sacrificial  meal  entirely  disappears,  and  soleth  invariably  takes  its 
place ;  on  the  other  hajid,  from  this  that  the  LXX  (or  the  Hebrew 
text  from  which  that  version  was  taken)  is  offended  by  the  illegality 
of  the  material  in  1  Sam.  1. 24,  and  alters  the  reading  so  as  to  bring 
it  to  conformity  with  the  Law  "  (p.  63,  64). 

We  have  here  abundance  of  confidence,  but,  when  the  state- 
ments are  sifted,  the  conclusion  becomes  quite  imaginary. 

I.  It  will  be  observed  that  there  is  no  assertion,  either  in 
any  code  or  in  any  history,  of  the  change  for  which  our  author 
contends.  If  a  new  material  was  being  used,  ever  after 
Ezekiel's  day,  as  a  clear,  and  intended,  improvement  in  divine 
service,  it  is  a  change,  of  which  no  Jewish  writer  whatever 
gives  the  slightest  positive  hint.  Ezekiel  says  "  let  it  suflBce  you 
of  many  past  practices,"  but  he  does  not  include  the  use  of 
kemach  among  them  :  nor  does  the  Priestly  Code  :  nor  do  the 
post-Exilic  historians. 

II.  We  offer  a  still  more  awkward  criticism,  when  we  say 
that  an  undoubted  prescription  of  the  use  of  kemach  stares  us 
in  the  face  in  the  heart  of  the  Priestly  Code  !  With  our  author 
as  guide,  we  have  to  regard  the  first  nine  chapters  of  Numbers 
as  entirely  belonging  to  the  Priestly  Code  :  there  is  not  a  single 
interpolation  throughout  them.  Well,  in  Numb.  5.  15,  we 
read  :  "  then  shall  the  man  bring  his  wife  unto  the  priest,  and 
shall  bring  her  oblation  for  her,  the  tenth  part  of  an  ephah  of 
barley  meaV  The  word  in  the  original  for  "  meal "  or  "  flour" 
is  not  soleth^  but  kemach!  The  statement,  therefore,  that 
^^  kemach  as  sacrificial  meal  entirely  disappears,  and  soUth 
invariably  takes  its  place  "  is  unwarranted.  One  such  incon- 
trovertible occurrence  of  kemach  levels  our  author's  imaginary 
edifice  with  the  ground. 
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III.  We  put  the  oopestone  on  this  quotation,  by  advancing 
the  following  further  consideration.  It  will  be  seen  above  that 
our  author  proves  the  certainty  of  soUth  being  the  subsequent, 
and  l^al,  material,  from  the  fact  that  the  Septuagint  is 
"  offended  at  the  illegality  "  of  kemachy  when  it  finds  it  in 
1  Sam.  1.  24,  and  translates  it  as  if  it  were  soleth.  We  turn  up 
our  Septuagint  at  Numb,  5. 15  ;  and  what  do  we  find  ?  We 
find  that  the  Septuagint  is  no^  here  ''offended  at  the  illegality  " 
of  kemach  occurring  in  the  heart  of  the  Priests'  Code,  but 
translates  it,  not  as  if  it  were  aolethy  but  by  the  usual  synonym 
for  kemach !  By  applying,  therefore,  his  own  chosen  touch- 
stone of  the  Septuagint,  the  notion  that  it  regards  kemach  as 
an  incredible  sacrificial  material  turns  out  to  be  a  mere  German 
Imagination.  But  this  may  not  prevent  it  "  profoundly  im- 
pressing the  scholarship  of  Europe." 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  multiply  other  criticisms  on  the 
quotation  from  our  author,  with  which  we  are  dealing.  But  it 
would  be  quite  possible  to  do  so*    Thus, 

IV.  It  will  be  seen  that  our  author  does  not  (because  he 
cannot)  contrast  the  language  of  one  Code  with  the  language  of 
another  Code.  If  he  could  have  shown  that  the  Jehovistic 
Code,  and  the  Deuteronomistic  Code,  in  repeated  prescriptions, 
invariably  prescribed  kemach^  and  then,  as  a  sudden  contrast, 
that  the  Priestly  Code  as  invariably  prescribed  soleth^  there 
might  have  been  some  ground  for  the  statement  that  the  latter 
had  "  taken  the  place  "  of  the  former.  But  nothing  of  the  kind 
can  be  shown.  Neither  kemach  nor  soleth  occurs  so  much  as 
once  in  either  the  Jehovistic,  or  the  Deuteronomistic,  Code.: 
apparently  they  can  rely  on  many  details  of  sacrificial  material 
being  found  outside  of  themselves.  This  may  be  a  good 
enough  corroboration  of  the  supplementary  character  of  the 
Codes,  and  of  the  separate  aims,  and  occasions,  of  their  delivery, 
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on  the  traditionalist  view.  It,  at  all  events,  enables  us  to  urge 
that  the  mere  silence  of  the  Jeliovist,  and  of  the  Deuteronomist,  is 
no  disproof  of  the  idea  that  they  would  have  used  precisely  the 
same  sacrificial  phraseology  for  "  flour,"  as  the  Priestist  does, 
had  they  luid  occasion  to  refer  to  it 

V.  If  our  quotation  from  Wellhausen  be  again  attentively 
scanned,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  does  not  (because  he  cannot) 
contrast  the  Israelitish  praxis  of  two  different  periods,  any 
more  than  the  Israelitish  legislation  of  two  different  periods,  in 
the  matter  of  sacrificial  ^^  flour."  Subsequent  to  the  date,  to 
which  he  assigns  the  Priestly  Code,  there  \&  not  a  solitary 
instance  recorded  of  whether  an  actual  sacrifice  was  accom- 
panied by  solethy  or  by  kemach.  One  might  think,  from  his 
language,  that  instances  had  been  very  plentiful,  in  which 
kemachy  as  a  matter  of  course,  was  recorded  as  invariably  used 
in  sacrifices,  and  then,  at  a  given  era,  a  sudden  contrast  arose, 
in  the  substituted  use  of  soleth.  But  not  the  remotest  approach 
to  this  is  supplied  by  the  history. 

VI.  His  whole  historical  references  are  contained  in  the  brief 
clause,  "  on  the  contrary,  the  ordinary  meal  is  used  (Judges  6. 
19  ;  1  Sam.  1.  24)."  That  is  to  say,  what  is  there  stated  of 
Gideon  and  Hannah  is  enough  to  settle  the  flour  that  was  used 
in  all  sacrifices,  from  Moses  to  the  Exile.  Take  Gideon's 
first. 

(1)  Have  we  not  seen  that  Wellhausen  (when  it  suits  him) 
declares  "  this  example  to  be  extraordinary  and  mythical  in  its 
character  "  (p.  70)  ?  How  then  can  he  appeal  to  the  "extra- 
ordinary," as  a  sample  of  the  "  ordinary "  and  established 
praxis  ? 

(2)  How  could  we  expect  from  Gideon  a  faultless  observance 
of  the  ritual,  and  of  the  materials,  of  Leviticus,  amid  the 
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absolute  anarchy,  civil  and  ecclesiastical,  by  which  he  was 
surrounded  ? 

(8)  But  there  is  not  even  a  certainty  that  Gideon  intended 
a  formal  sacrifice  when  *^  he  went  in,  and  made  ready  a  kid,  and 
unleavened  cakes  of  an  ephah  of  kemachJ*^  A  refreshment  for 
his  wondrous  visitor  seems  to  have  been  uppermost  in  his 
mind :  it  is  the  visitor  who  unexpectedly  treats  the  victuals 
sacrificially. 

(4)  Gideon  is  much  in  the  position  of  Abraham  when  three 
visitors,  one  of  whom  spoke  and  acted  as  Jehovah,  appeared  to 
him :  Abraham  invited  them  to  accept  rest  and  refreshment, 
and,  among  other  preparations,  he  bids  Sarah  make  ready 
"  three  measures  of  Jine  meaV  Now  what  is  the  material  in 
the  original  ?  It  is  "  three  measures  of  Jcemach  soleth^'' — a 
combination^  in  2k  primitive  offering  to  God,  of  the  two  materials 
which  Wellhausen  would  fain  set  up  as  marking  widely 
sundered  sacrificial  epochs  I  This  Abrahamic  procedure  is 
described  by  the  Jehovist,  who  believes  in  sacrifice  as  primeval : 
thus  viewed,  does  it  not  turn  to  considerable  ridicule  the  grand 
discovery  that  soleth  could  have  no  connection  with  divine 
service,  till  post-Exilic  time  ?  Gideon  bakes  Jcemach  for  his 
visitor:  Abraham,  in  precisely  similar  circumstances,  bakes 
Jcemach  soleth  for  his  three  visitors  :  our  author  declares  that 
the  Abrahamic  baking  is  not "  in  connection  with  sacrifice," 
and,  in  the  very  same  sentence,  he  clutches  at  the  Gideonite 
baking,  as  an  infallible  index  of  what  was  sacrificial  baking,  by 
the  worshippers  during  a  thousand  years.  We  venture  to  ask 
the  Bible  student  to  r^ard  such  reasoning  as  hardly  fit  for 
serious  treatment. 

VII.  His  other  instance  is  1  Sam.  1.  24,  where  Hannah  is 
described  as  putting  up  in  Elkanah's  house,  "one  ephah  of 
Icemachy'^  to  be  taken  up,  along  with  "  three  bullocks  and  a 
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bottle  of  wine,"  when  she  at  last  re-visited  "  the  honse  of  the 
Lord  in  Shiloh." 

(1)  And,  if  she  did  sacrifice  with  kemach  in  pre-Davidic 
times,  is  she  any  worse  than  the  Priestist,  who,  in  post-Exilic 
times,  specifies  kemach  as  an  essential  part  of  an  important 
divine  sacrifice  in  Num.  5. 16  ? 

(2)  Is  she  any  worse  than  Abraham,  who,  in  a  far  earlier 
age,  combines  soleth  with  kemach  for  divine  refreshment  ? 

(8)  Instead  of  saying  that  the  Septnagint  is  '^  offended  at 
the  illegality  *'  of  Hannah's  kemachy  would  it  not  be  better  for 
us  to  say  that  the  Septuagint  (by  translating  kemach  as  dXcv/^ov 
in  Num.  5,  and  as  o-c/xt^oXt?  in  1  Sam.  1)  puts  itself  in  line 
with  the  Jehovist,  in  his  reference  to  Abraham's  "  fine  meal," 
and  shows  itself  "  unconscious  of  the  development,"  which  was 
to  remain  un-discovered  till  Wellhausen's  day  ? 
•  (4)  If  we  were  to  try,  for  a  moment,  to  Germanise,  we  would 
point  out  that,  when  Hannah  gets  to  Shiloh,  although  the 
offering  of  the  bullock  is  recorded,  there  is  no  record  of  the 
offering  of  the  kemachy  and  that  this  makes  it  manifest  that  Eli 
had  been  "  offended  at  the  ill^ality  "  of  the  meal,  which  she 
brought,  and  had  interposed,  to  secure  "  conformity  with  the 
Law,"  by  rejecting  that  part  of  her  offering  I  This  would 
hardly  be  so  ridiculous  as  to  represent  the  Septuagint,  a  thou- 
sand years  after  Hannah's  day,  as  "  offended  at  the  illegality  " 
of  her  meal,  and  putting  her  in  line  with  Leviticus. 

We  have  no  need,  however,  thus  to  go  a-Germanising.  For 
we  have  shown  abundantly  that,  neither  by  contrasted  historical 
sacrifices,  nor  by  contrasted  ritualistic  prescriptions,  can  the 
grand  Priestly  advance  in  sacrificial  material  be  made  out. 

VIII.  We  will  now  conclude  by  giving  a  historical  statement, 
which  \a  much  more  express  and  comprehensive  than  anything 
that  can  be  deduced  from  Gideon  and  Hannah.    It  is  from  no 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


HOW  TO  EVOLVE  '*BAW  MEAL,"  305 

less  a  sacrificial  authority  than  Ezekiel.  In  his  sixteenth  chap* 
ter,  he  is  describing  the  sacrificial  mal-practices  of  Israel  after 
the  Exodus  :  they  gave  to  idols  the  offerings,  which  Jehovah 
had  prescribed  for  Himself.  Among  other  details,  he  mentions 
the  sacrificial  meal  which  they  were  using  in  these  early  ages, 
and  it  was  not  kemach^  but  soleth  I  "  My  bread  also,  which  I 
gave  thee,  fine  flour  {soleth)^  and  oil,  and  honey,  wherewith  I 
fed  thee,  thou  didst  even  set  it  before  them  for  a  sweet  savour, 
and  thus  it  was,  saith  the  Lord  God  "  (Ezek.  16.  19)*  Ezekiel 
is  a  main  proof  of  the  evolution  ;  it  is  "  from  Ezekiel  onwards" 
that  soJeth,  as  the  alone  legal  material,  is  to  be  recognised  as 
set  up.  Why,  then,  does  Ezekiel  not  only  not  describe  soleth  as 
"  taking  the  place  "  of  Jcemach,  but  actually  describe  sohth  as 
the  habitually  used  sacrificial  material  of  Israel,  after  their  first 
settlement  in  Canaan  ?  Such  pretences  of  evolution  resemble 
playing  at  puerility,  rather  than  serious  investigation. 

(C) 

Our  author's  materialistic  developments  are  four  in  number. 
We  shall  take  the  fourth  second,  because  it  deals  vdth  the  same 
material,  viz.,  "  meal,"  with  which  we  have  just  been  occupied. 
We  do  not  lose  any  of  the  connection  of  the  evolution,  by  this 
slight  transposition  ;  for  the  four  evolutions  are  not  presented 
as  a  series  rising  out  of  each  other  ;  they  are  independent  of 
each  other,  and  each  is  a  separate  study. 

The  development,  which  we  thus  consider  next,  is  not  in  the 
material,  but  in  the  method  of  its  treatment.  In  previous 
ages,  meal,  before  coming  to  the  altar,  went  through  a  process 
of  preparation,  being  generally  baked :  but  the  Priestly  Code 
disparaged  such  processes,  and  developed  a  desire  that  meal  be 
offered,  in  its  raw  state,  to  God.  Further,  leavened  bread 
might  formerly  be  freely  sacrificed,  but  the  Priestist  expelled 
leaven  from  the  meal :  against  all  comminglings,  or  cookmgs, 
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of  the  meal  he  set  his  face  :  he  oould  not  get  it  too  raw  ;  "  the 
raw  condition  as  mach  as  possible  "  was  his  prevailing  motto. 
We  shall  again  let  our  author  himself  state  this  curious  evo- 
lution : — 

"  The  phenomenon  that  in  the  Law  meal  is  by  preference  offered 
raw,  while  in  the  earHer  period,  even  as  an  adjunct  of  the  burnt- 
offering,  it  was  presented  baked,  belongs  to  the  same  category. 
The  latter  is  the  case  in  Judges  6. 19  at  least,  and  the  statement 
of  1  Sam.  1.  24  is  also  to  be  understood  in  the  same  sense;  the 
sacrificer  brings  meal  along  with  him  in  order  to  bake  it  into 
maqqah  on  the  spot  (Ezek.  46.  20).  But  he  may  bring  along  with 
him  common,  that  is,  leavened,  cakes  also  (1  Sam.  10.  3),  which 
seem  originally  by  no  means  to  have  been  considered  unfit  to  be 
offered  as  in  Lev.  2. 11  •  For  under  this  law  of  Lev.  2  even  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  shewbread  would  be  inexplicable,  and  moreover  it 
is  certain  that  at  first  the  loaves  of  the  Feast  of  Weeks  were  offer- 
ings, properly  so  called,  and  not  merely  dues  to  the  priests.  Ac- 
cording to  Amos  4.  5,  leavened  bread  was  made  use  of  precisely 
at  a  particularly  solemn  sacrifice,  and  a  reminiscence  of  this  usage 
has  been  preserved  even  in  Lev.  7. 13,  although  of  course  without 
any  practical  weight  being  attached  to  it.  Moreover,  ma^ah  also 
means,  properly  speaking,  only  the  bread  that  is  prepared  in  haste 
and  in  the  most  primitive  manner  for  immediate  use,  and  originally 
implies  no  contrast  with  leaven,  but  simply  with  the  more  artificial 
and  tedious  manner  of  producing  ordinary  bread.  In  the  Priestly 
Code  the  materials  are  finer,  but  they  are  as  much  as  possible  left 
in  their  raw  condition ;  both  are  steps  in  advance  "  (pp.  68,  69). 

It  will  not  be  difficult  to  show  how  to  appraise  these  self- 
complacent  dogmatisings  at  their  trae  worth. 

I.  The  first  criticism,  that  may  occur  to  a  reader,  is  that  it 

is  a  very  singular  sort  of  evolution,  which  he  is  asked  to  recog- 

i  nise.    Would  we  not  expect  evolution  to  bring  meal  forward 

from  a  "raw"  to  a  prepared  state,  instead  of  un-doing  its 

advancement,  and  making  it  recede  from  a  palatable  state  to  a 

;  "  raw  "  ?     Have  we  not  been  told  that  sacrifice  to  God.  is  con- 

,  ducted  on  the  analogy  of  what  is  best  for  man — "  as  to  man  so 
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also  to  God,  that  which  is  eatable  is  by  preference  offered  "  ? 
Now  "  man  "  does  not  like  his  meal  raw,  he  likes  it  cooked  in 
some  fashion  :  if  "  God  "  is  to  be  similarly  viewed,  would  not 
the  highest,  and  most  delicate,  style  of  cooking  be  the  natural 
acme  of  sacrificial  evolution  ?  Certainly,  evolution  "  moves  in 
a  mysterious  way,"  if,  after  having  enjoyed  His  meal  baked  for 
a  millennium,  the  Priestist  is  right  in  representing  God  as 
suddenly  retrograding  to  a  liking  for  the  "  raw  condition  as 
much  as  possible."  Yet  we  are  dogmatically  told  that  this 
retrograde  movement  is  a  '"  step  in  advance." 

II.  It  may  be  a  relief  to  some,  when  we  next  add  that  this 
grotesque  evolution  is  nowhere  asserted  in  Scripture.  The 
Priestist  nowherfe  asserts  that  the  offerings  of  previous  ages  are 
being  improved  on  by  him,  in  the  matter  of  "meal";  nor 
does  any  other  writer  assert  this  for  him.  His  Code  "  knows 
nothing  "  of  the  German  claim  now  made  for  it,  just  as  Ezekiel 
"knows  nothing  "  of  the  distinction  of  first  sacrificial  penman, 
recently  discovered  for  him.  Is  it  not  odd  that  Wellhausen's 
discoveries  are  all  so  un-announced  ?  Might  we  not  have  ex- 
pected some  passing  abrogation  of  former  praxis,  and  some 
modest  statement  that  new  arrangements  were  now  to  reign  ? 
But  "  not  a  trace  "  of  either  can  be  shown. 

III.  We  go  a  vast  deal  further,  however,  and  urge  that  "  the 
phenomenon  that,  in  the  Law,  meal  is  by  preference  offered 
raw"  is  utterly  "polemical"  against  the  contents  of  the 
Priestly  Code. 

(1)  By  "the  Law"  he  means  the  Priestly  portions  of 
Exodus,  Leviticus,  and  Numbers.  What  is  the  first  reference 
to  the  offering  of  "meal,"  which  we  find  in  these  portions? 
It  occurs  in  Exod.  29,  where  we  have  nearly  a  whole  chapter 
devoted  to  a  minute  specification,  by  God  to  Moses,  of  the 
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various  ceremonies,  and  offerings,  that  are  to  attend  the  con- 
secration of  Aaron  and  his  sons,  "  to  hallow  them,  to  minister 
nnto  Me  in  the  priest's  office."  They  are  to  extend  over  seven 
days,  and  may  be  regarded  as  a  Grand  Inauguration  of  the 
whole  Levitical  system.  The  materials  for  meal  offering  are 
thus  delineated  :  "  take  unleavened  breads  and  cakss  unleavened 
mingled  with  oil,  and  tvafers  unleavened  anointed  with  oil :  of 
fine  wheaten  flour  shalt  thou  make  them  "  (Exod.  29. 2)  :  "  Also 
thou  shalt  take  one  loaf  of  bread,  and  one  cake  of  oiled  bread, 
and  one  wafery  out  of  the  basket  of  unleavened  bread  that  is 
before  the  Lord  ;  and  thou  shalt  put  the  whole  upon  the  hands 
of  Aaron,"  &c.  (29.  23).  The  execution  of  these  commands  is 
minutely  detailed  in  the  8th  chapter  of  Leviticus,  when  the 
tabernacle  has  been  set  up,  and  all  the  congregation  assembled 
at  its  door.  ^^  And  out  of  the  basket  of  unleavened  bread,  that 
was  before  the  Lord,  Moses  took  one  unleavened  cake,  and  a 
cake  of  oiled  bread,  and  one  wafer,  and  put  them  on  the  fat, 
and  upon  the  right  shoulder :  and  he  put  all  upon  Aaron's 
hands,  and  upon  his  sons*  hands,  and  waved  them  for  a  wave 
offering  before  the  Lord.  And  Moses  took  them  from  off  their 
hands,  and  burnt  them  on  the  altar  upon  the  burnt  offering : 
they  were  consecrations  for  a  sweet  savour  :  it  is  an  offering 
made  by  fire  unto  the  Lord"  (Lev.  8.  26-28).  This  may  be 
called  the  most  signal  instance  of  a  minutely  commanded,  and 
actually  executed,  sacrifice,  which  "  the  Law  "  contains.  Does 
it  show  that  "  meal  is  by  preference  offered  raw  "  ?  Nay,  it 
insists  on  the  "making"  of  the  meal  into  "loaves"  and 
"  cakes  "  and  "  wafers  "  I  Not  only  is  "  the  phenomenon,"  on 
which  our  author  dilates,  non-existent :  it  is  positively  laughed 
to  scorn. 

(2)  While  that  is  the  inauguration  of  the  Levitical  system, 
let  us  look  next  at  the  standing  regulations,  for  future  meal- 
offerings,  which  "  the  Law  "  contains.    These  are  to  be  found 
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in  the  2nd  chapter  of  Leviticas,  which  is  wholly  devoted  to  an 
enumeration  of  them.  There  are  four  states,  in  which  "  meal " 
or  "  fine  flour "  may  be  brought  to  the  altar  :  (1)  it  may  be 
brought  raw,  accompanied  with  oil  and  frankincense :  (2)  it 
may  be  prepared  in  the  oven,  and  brought  in  the  form  of  cakes, 
mingled  with  oil :  (8)  it  may  be  prepared  in  the  flat  plate,  or 
baking  pan,  with  oil :  (4)  it  may  be  prepared  in  the  frying 
pan,  with  oil.  All  these  four  states  are  laid  down,  as  equally  open 
to  the  worshippers  :  not  a  word  is  used  to  indicate  one  of  the 
states  as  more  acceptable  than  the  others.  How,  again,  does 
this  square  with  "  the  phenomenon  "  of  our  author  ?  On  its 
very  fore-front,  "  the  Law  "  proclaims  the  "  oven,"  the  "  flat 
plate,"  and  the  "  frying  pan,"  as-  l$gal  instruments  for  prepar- 
ing "  meal "  for  the  altar.  These  utensils  are  quite  "  polemical " 
against  our  author,  and  his  ^'raw  condition  as  much  as 
possible." 

(3)  A  further  prominent  enactment  of  "the  Law"  is  a 
"  perpetual  meal  offering,"  to  be  offered  every  day  by  the  high 
priest,  "half  of  it  in  the  morning,  and  half  thweof  in  the 
evening."  This  is  prescribed  in  Lev.  6. 19-23.  Now,  in  what 
state  is  the  "  meal "  to  be  brought  to  the  altar,  in  the  case  of 
this  important,  and  enduring,  oblation  ?  "  On  a  baking  pan  it 
shall  be  made  with  oil ;  when  it  is  soaked  (fried)  thou  shalt 
bring  it  in  ;  in  baken  pieces  thou  shalt  offer  the  meal-offering 
for  a  sweet  savour  unto  the  liord  "  (Lev.  6. 21).  Does  not  this 
cast  a  further  lurid  light  on  "  the  phenomenon  "  ?  A  sacrifice, 
established  daily  "  by  a  statute  for  ever,"  does  not  prefer  meal 
"  offered  raw,"  but  "  made  on  a  baking  pan  with  oil." 

(4)  "  The  Law  "  prescribes  another  class  of  sacrifices  "  for 
thanksgiving,"  whenever  a  worshipper  may  be  disposed  to  offer 
such.  In  what  state  is  such  a  worshipper  to  bring  the  "  meal  "? 
"  He  shall  offer  with  the  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving  unleavened 
cakes  mingled  with  oil,  and  unleavened  wafers  anointed  with 
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oil,  and  cakes  mingled  with  oil,  of  fine  flour  soaked  (fried). 
With  cakes  of  leavened  bread  he  shall  offer  his  oblation,  with 
the  sacrifice  of  his  peace  offerings  for  thanksgiving  "  (IjCV.  7. 
12,  13).  Though  the  12th  verse  could  (which  it  cannot)  be 
shown  to  be  "an  interpolation,"  the  18th  verse  still  exhibits 
the  meal,  not  "  offered  raw,"  but  prepared  in  "  cakes." 

(5)  Another  prominent  sacrificial  prescription  is  that  for  the 
Nazirite.  How  is  he  to  offer  his  "  meal "  ?  **  He  shall  offer 
his  oblation  unto  the  Lord  ....  a  basket  of  unleavened 
bread,  cakes  of  fine  flour  mingled  with  oil,  and  unleavened 
wafers  anointed  with  oil  "  (Num.  6. 15). 

Surely  we  have  quoted  enough.  "  The  Law  "  cries  out,  with 
tenfold  emphasis,  against  our  author's  "phenomenon."  He 
maj  impress  readers  who  take  him  entirely  on  trust :  but,  if 
we  take  the  precaution  to  turn  up  Scripture,  and  verify  his 
"  phenomena,"  they  become  mere — Imaginations, 

It  is  obviously  unnecessary  to  investigate  (even  though  we 
had  materials  for  the  investigation)  what  was  the  pre-Exilic 
praxis,  in  the  presentation  of  "  meal."  For,  though  it  could 
be  shown  that  the  frequent  practice  was  to  present  it  baked,  we 
have  abundantly  shown  that  this  implies  no  startling  divergence 
from  the  regulations  of  the  Priestly  Code,  which,  in  prominent 
and  ever-recurring  sacrifices,  prescribes  baked  bread  for  the 
altar.  A  proof,  therefore,  that  the  pre-Exilics  generally  baked 
their  sacrificial  bread,  would  not  put  them  into  antagonism 
with  the  Priestly  Code,  but  would  be  eminently  harmonious 
with  the  traditional  view  that  the  Priestly  Code  had  been 
their  guide  from  the  days  of  Moses.  The  disparity  in  practice 
has  disappeared  :  the  evolution,  therefore,  has  vanished  into 
smoke. 

Although  further  criticism  of  the  above  quotation  has  only 
an  academic  interest,  so  far  as  regards  the  development  from 
"  baked  "  to  "  raw,"  it  may  nevertheless  be  adviseable  to  add  a 
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little  of  such  further  criticism,  as  supplying  th^  Bible  student 
with  a  correct  view  of  a  few  texts,  named  by  our  author,  and  as 
showing  the  almost  incredible  looseness  of  our  author's  reason- 
ing.   We  shall  do  this  very  briefly. 

lY.  It  will  be  seen  that  he  again  points  to  Hannah  and 
Gideon,  as  summing  up  the  pre-Exilic  millennium.  All  that  is 
said  of  Hannah  is  that  she  took  up  ^^  one  ephah  of  meal "  to 
Shiloh  :  but  whether,  when  she  came  there,  she  "  baked  "  it,  or 
offered  it "  raw,"  we  have  not  the  slightest  information  I  And 
yet  her  action  is  Uy  prove  that  pre-Exilics,  for  a  thousand  years, 
baked  all  their  sacrificial  meal  I  Is  this  "  historical  criticism  ^? 
Our  author  says  "  it  is  to  be  understood^''  she  baked  it ;  but  he 
does  not  give  us  a  morsel  of  evidence,  in  support  of  this  "  un- 
derstanding."    We  don't  want  Noldekism  of  this  kind. 

We  have  already  pointed  out  that  Gideon's  action  is  "  extra- 
ordinary," and  that,  in  the  similar  action  of  Abraham,  our 
author  holds  it  is  rwt  "in  connection  with  sacrifice  "  at  all. 

We  have  pointed  out  also  that  Lev.  2  gives  ample  choice 
between  baked  and  raw  meal  for  sacrifice.  The  assumption, 
therefore,  that  Hannah  and  Gideon  both  "  baked  "  their  sacri- 
ficial meal  would  be  no  proof  that  thousands  of  other  pre-Exilic 
worshippers  did  not  avail  themselves  of  a  permitted  choice 
of  "raw." 

V.  His  quotation  from  Ezekiel  is  not  only  as  singularly  inept 
as  that  regarding  Hannah,  but  may  even  be  turned  into  positive 
evidence  against  his  "  thesis,"  on  the  understanding  that  he  is 
not  to  suppress,  for  the  time  being,  any  particular  part  of  his 
thesis,  whenever  it  would  be  inconvenient.  Ezekiel's  guide 
brings  him  to  the  priests'  holy  chambers,  and  shows  him  "  a 
place  on  their  hinder  part  westward,"  and  says,  "  This  is  the 
place  where  the  priests  ....  shall  bake  the  meal  offering" 
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(£zek.  46.  20)»  Now,  according  to  one  part  of  the  "  thesis,'*^ 
Ezekiel  is  "  publishing  a  programme  for  the  future  restoration 
of  the  theocracy "  (p.  60).  The  quotation,  therefore,  proves 
that,  when  Israel  have  returned  from  Babylon,  and  the  theo- 
cracy is  restored,  meal,  instead  of  being  "offered  raw,"  is  to 
have  a  separate  building  at  the  Temple,  where  it  is  to  be 
"  baked  by  the  priests."  Instead  of  supporting  the  evolution, 
it  proves  post-Exilic  baking  I 

VI.  His  attempt  to  show  a  contradiction  between  1  Sam. 
10.  3  and  Lev.  2.  11,  is  an  entire  failure.  Lev.  2.  11,  forbids 
ally  meal  offering,  mingled  with  leaven,  to  be  burnt  on  the 
altar.  1  Sam.  10.  3  does  not  give  the  least  hint  as  to  whether 
its  three  loaves  were  leavened,  or  unleavened  :  it  does  not  even 
say  they  were  the  destined  materials  for  sacrifice  :  and  two  of 
them  are  given  away  to  a  chance  traveller.  Further,  if  the 
three  men  in  1  Sam.  10.  3  were  carrying  up  "loaves"  for 
sacrifice,  while  Hannah  in  1  Sam.  1.  24  was  carrying  up 
"  meal "  for  sacrifice,  does  not  this  harmonise  with  all  four 
being  under  the  Priestly  Code,  which  sanctioned  such  options  ? 

VII.  His  attempt  to  set  the  shewbread  against  Lev.  2.  11, 
is  equally  futile.  He  would  first  have  to  prove  that  the  shew- 
bread was  baked  tvith  leaven :  there  is  not  the  least  hint  of 
this  in  the  account  of  its  preparation  in  Lev.  24.  5-9.  He 
would  then  have  to  prove  that  the  shewbread  was  hurnt  on  the 
altar :  this  we  know  it  never  was  :  it  was  eaten,  as  most  holy, 
by  the  priests. 

VIII.  His  statement  that  the  wave  loaves  of  Pentecost  were 
not  "  at  first "  (like  the  shewbread)  a  due  of  the  priests,  but 
were  treated  as  proper  "offerings"  for  the  altar,  is  abso- 
lutely  unsupported.  There  is  not  a  tittle  of  proof  of  it  in 
either  Law  or  History.    Yet  he  says,  "  It  is  certain."    Such 
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is  the  Bablime  manner,  in  which  his  Imagination  concocts 
history. 

IX.  His  mis-representation  of  Amos  4.  5  is  complete.  The 
prophet  is  in  the  midst  of  a  most  withering  denunciation  of  the 
superstitious  over-devotion  of  his  countrymen,  and  ironically 
invites  them  to  multiply  their  self -devised  observances, — coming 
to  sanctuaries  which  God  never  chose,  executing  tithings  at 
variance  with  God's  requirements,  mingling  leaven  with  sacri- 
fices which  God  had  forbidden,  ostentatiously  publishing  what 
the  right  hand  should  hide  from  the  left.  And,  out  of  such 
an  ironical  catalogue  of  offensive  worship^  our  author  picks 
**  leavened  bread  as  made  use  of  precisely  at  a  jparticularly 
solemn  sacrifice  "  I 

X.  He  caps  this  by  revealing  that  Lev.  7.  13  (enjoining 
leavened  cakes  in  connection  with  a  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving) 
is  "  a  reminiscence  of  this  usage  "  in  Amos  4.  5,  His  inter- 
pretation of  Amos  4.  5  is  a  burlesque  :  and,  though  it  were 
true  ex^esis,  he  has  not  a  shadow  of  a  shade  of  proof  that  that 
verse  was  present  to,  and  inspiring,  the  writer  of  Lev.  7.  18. 
In  fact,  he  has  hardly  ever  an  atom  of  reality  to  guide  him, 
but  just  pens  pure  and  inconsistent  Imaginations,  as  fancy 
strikes. 

We  think  we  have  dealt  sufficiently  with  the  Priestist's 
"  step  in  advance "  in  the  preparation  of  sacrificial  "  meal." 
He  never  indicates  any  preference  for  the  "  raw  "  condition, 
and  he  multiplies  instances  of  its  presentation  in  a  cooked  state. 
And  the  texts,  which  our  author  names  without  quoting,  lend 
no  support  to  his  thesis. 

(D) 

The  next  evolution,  or  "  step  in  advance,"  which  we  have  to 
consider,  is  extremely  similar  to  the  one  just  disposed  of.    It 
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refers  to  animal  sacrifices.  In  pre-Exilic  ages,  Gkxi  used  to  get 
His  portions  of  the  flesh  of  animals  boiled,  before  coming  on 
His  altar,  just  as  men  prepared  flesh,  by  boiling,  before  par- 
taking of  it.  But  the  Priestist  put  an  end  to  this  :  God  "  no 
longer  "  got  the  benefit  of  pots  and  caldrons,  but  had  to  accept 
his  flesh  "  raw,"  as  it  was  cut  from  the  carcase.  Hear  again 
our  author : — 

"  AVe  may  in  like  manner  venture  to  regard  it  as  a  kind  of  refine- 
ment, though  rather  a  refinement  of  idea,  that  the  flesh  of  the 
sacrifice  in  the  Priestly  Code  is  no  longer  boiled,  but  consigned 
to  the  altar  flames  in  its  raw  condition.  Such  was  not  the  ancient 
custom,  as  is  seen,  not  only  from  the  case  of  Gideon  already  cited 
(Judges  6)f  but  also  from  the  procedure  at  Shiloh,  described  in 
1  Sam.  2t  where  the  sons  of  Eli  will  not  wait  until  the  flesh  of  the 
sacrifice  has  been  boiled,  and  the  altar  pieces  burnt,  but  demand 
their  share  raw  for  roasting.  The  meal  which  the  Deity  shares 
with  men  is  prepared  in  the  same  way  as  for  men.  This  naive 
conception  gave  way  before  advancing  culture,  and  that  at  a  com- 
paratively early  date.  It  is  possible  that  another  cause  may  also 
have  co-operated  towards  this  result.  The  old  method  of  preparing 
flesh  in  general  use  among  the  people,  at  a  later  period  also,  was  by 
boiling.  The  word  hashal  (to  seethe  in  water)  occurs  with  extreme 
frequency ;  tsalah  (to  roast),  on  the  other  hand,  only  in  Exod.  12.  8 
and  Isa.  44. 16, 19.  All  sacrificial  flesh  (heahalah)  was  boiled,  and 
there  was  no  other  kind.  But  among  persons  of  the  upper  class 
roasting  must  also  have  come  into  use  at  an  early  period.  *  Give 
flesh  to  roast  for  the  priest;  for  he  will  not  take  sodden  flesh  of 
thee,  but  raw,'  says  the  servant  of  the  sons  of  Eli  in  1  Sam.  2. 15. 
The  fact  that  in  the  interval  the  custom  of  boiling  had  gone 
generally  somewhat  out  of  fashion  may  accordingly  have  also 
contributed  to  bring  about  the  abandonment  of  the  old  usage  of 
offering  the  sacrificial  portions  boiled.  In  any  case  this  is  the 
explanation  of  the  circumstance  that  the  paschal  lamb,  which 
originally  was  boiled  like  all  other  offerings,  could,  according 
to  the  express  appointment  of  the  Priestly  Code,  be  roasted 
only  "  (pp.  67,  68). 

The  sifting  of  this  paragraph  will  not  detain  us  long. 

I.  It  has  a  precise  family  likeness  to  the  last  considered 
evolution,  in  three  respects. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


HOW  TO  EVOLVE  "BAW  FLESH r  315 

(1)  Is  it  not  strange  to  profess  to  go  forward  from  **  boiled  " 
flesh  to  "  raw  "  ?    Is  not  that  rather  going  backward  f 

(2)  The  evolution  is  the  more  inscrutable,  as  it  proceeds  on 
opposite  lines,  in  the  instances  of  God  and  man.  Man  was  to 
be  the  exemplar  for  the  divine  experience  :  "  the  meal,  which 
the  Deity  shares  with  men,  is  prepai'ed  in  the  same  way  as  for 
men."  But  this  principle  is  cast  away  :  man  is  made  to  evolve 
forward,  by  "  advancing  culture,"  from  "  boil "  to  "  roast,"  but 
"  the  Deity,"  instead  of  being  allowed  to  accompany  him,  is 
made  to  evolve  backward  from  *'  boil "  to  **  raw."  Is  it  not 
sad  puerility  ? 

(3)  The  third  likeness  between  this  and  the  last  evolution  is 
the  rigid  silence  of  Scripture  regarding  them  both.  Neither 
Ezekiel,  nor  Zerubbabel,  nor  Ezra  gives  the  least  hint  of  the 
"  refinement "  that  has,  at  last,  dawned  on  the  Jewish  mind,  in 
the  matter  of  sacrificial  "flesh."  Why  are  all  these  clear 
transitions  so  un-announced  ?  Why  is  it  not  worth  while  for 
some  legislator,  or  some  historian,  to  give  some  passing  sort  of 
commemoration  of  a  "  refinement "  in  divine  service,  whereby 
the  ignorance  of  the  past  thousand  years  was  now  to  be  left 
behind  ?    But  no  !  if  they  know  it,  they  never  mention  it. 

II.  It  has  also  to  be  urged  that  the  paragraph,  we  have 
quoted,  is  a  mere  mass  of  (what  we  have  already  characterised 
as)  NoJdekism  (p.  46).  The  sin  of  Noldeke  was  telling  us 
'*  what  mmt  have  happened,"  instead  of  "  what  actuully  took 
place.^'*  But  this  is  just  what  our  author  is  at  perpetually.  In 
this  paragraph,  it  is  "  may "  and  "  must^^''  at  every  turn. 
"  Another  cause  may  have  co-operated  "  :  this  is  mere  guessing: 
we  don't  want  to  know  "  what  may^^  but  "  what  did,^^ 
"  Roasting  must  have  come  into  use  at  an  early  period  ":  away 
with  these  "  musts " !  Tell  us  what  did  "  come  into  use." 
"This  fact"  (a  conjectured  fact  only)  ^^may  also  have  con- 
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tributed  "  (to  the  abandonment  of  the  "  boil ")  :  we  don't  want 
these  conjectures  and  "  may«,"  we  want  the  actual  "  history  " 
of  the  "boil."  In  a  footnote  to  the  paragraph,  we  read, 
"Accordingly  one  must  understand  ^asah  also  of  boiling 
(Judg.  6.  19)  ":  this  is  a  criticism  on  "Gideon  made  ready 
(t/aas)  a  kid  ":  but  we  don't  want  to  know  what  we  ^^mvst 
understand  "  about  the  making  ready,  we  want  to  know  "  what 
actually  took  place  ":  else  the  "  boil "  is  an  Imagination,  The 
whole  paragraph  is  Noldekism,  pure  and  simple. 

III.  The  doctrine  of  our  author  that,  in  all  pre-Exilic  time, 
flesh  was  boiled,  before  being  put  on  God's  altar,  and  that  the 
boiling  ceased,  when  the  people  came  back  from  Babylon,  is  an 
absolute  assumption  :  there  is  not  a  grain  of  proof  for  it.  Not 
a  single  reference  is  ever  made  to  the  cooking  of  the  parts  of 
sacrificial  flesh,  which  the  Deity  was  to  receive  :  and  it  seems  a 
natural,  and  inevitable,  inference  that  it  was,  in  all  ages,  placed 
raw  upon  the  altar  to  be  burnt.  Is  it  conceivable  that  Elijah 
boiled  his  bullock  on  Mount  Carmel,  before  elevating  it  to  the 
altar  ?  Or  that  Abraham  had  a  caldron  at  hand,  in  which  to 
boil  the  ram,  when  he  saw  it  caught  in  the  thicket  ?  Is  it 
recorded  (or  likely)  that  Solomon  boiled  his  thousand  burnt 
offerings,  before  he  presented  them  to  Jehovah  ?  Or  that 
Balaam  had  requisitioned  seven  boiling-houses,  as  well  as  seven 
altars,  on  the  mountains  of  Moab  ?  Are  we  led  to  think  that 
Abel  boiled  his  firstlings  ?  or  Noah  his  clean  beasts  and  fowls  ? 
There  is  not  a  shred  of  evidence  for  "Wellhausen's  dogmatic  j[)rp7 
nouncement,  that  all  pre-Exilic  sacrifices  had  to  be  boiled^ 
before  reaching  the  altar. 

rV.  It  may  almost  provoke  a  smile  to  find  him  again  re- 
ferring to  Gideon  (who  is  surely  entitled  to  be  called  his  "  Fail- 
me-never  ")  and  to  the  practices,  in  Hannah's  day,  at  Shiloh, 
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(1)  As  regards  Gideon,  we  have  just  seen  that  thare  is  not  the 
slightest  necessary  fixture  of  "boiling,"  in  regard  to  his  action. 
It  is  merely  said,  in  the  most  general  possible  terms,  "  Gideon 
made  ready  (t/aas)  a  kid."  It  is  only  through  Noldekism  that 
"  boiling  "  comes  in  :  our  author  says  we  "  mttst  understand  " 
yam  of  boiling.  This  is  arrant  dogmatism  :  yaas  no  more 
necessarily  implies  boiling,  than  it  necessarily  implies  frying,  or 
any  other  flaying,  or  cooking,  process.  If  we  assume  he  cooked 
his  kid,  this  supports  the  idea  that,  as  in  the  similar  case  of 
Abraham,  a  refreshment  for  his  visitor  embraced  more  than 
half  his  intention  ;  this  view  is  further  supported  by  the 
mention  of  "  the  liquid,"  which  he  placed  in  "  the  pan  "  or  pot. 
There  is  nothing  to  define  the  nature  of  this  liquid  (marak)  ; 
and  there  is  only  one  other,  equally  indeterminate,  use  of  it 
(Isa.  66.  4).  Assuming  it  to  be  obtained  from  the  cooking  of 
the  kid,  this  would  not  settle  whether  the  process  had  been 
roasting,  or  frying,  or  boiling. 

(2)  As  to  the  practices  at  Shiloh  (in  1  Sam.  2),  they  not 
only  give  no  support  to  "Wellhausen,  but  are  unmistakeably 
against  his  thesis.    There  is  not  the  slightest  implication  there 
that  t?ie  altar  pieces  were  boiled.    In  verses  18,  14,  it  is  clearly  ' 
the  non-altar  pieces  which  are  being  seethed  for  a  feast  to 
priest  and  worshippers,  amid  which  the  priest's  flesh-hook  is  , 
prematurely  thrust.    This  is  made  still  clearer  by  the  aggra-  ■ 
vation  of  the  priestly  greed,  which  is  straightway  added  in  ' 
verses  15,  16,  viz.  that,  at  an  earli^  part  of  the  procedure,  and 
he/ore  the  altar-pieces  and  non-altar  pieces  had  been  separated^ 
mi  the  farmer  burnt,  the  priest's  profanity  was  for  helping 
himself,  before  God's  appointed  share  had^been  burnt  on  the 
alfarTwid  t¥e~ worshipper  scouts  such  a  proposal  as  unseemly. 
Burning,  but  not  boiling,  is  what  the  passage  unmistakeably 
asserts  of  altar-pieces.    The  Bible  says,   "Yea,  before  they 
burnt  the  fat  (chelebh)  " :  Wellhausen  says, "  until  the  flesh  of  the 
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sacrifice  has  hem  boilsdj  and  the  altar  pieces  burnt "  I  That  is 
a  fine  sample  of  his  aadacious  interpolations.  And  he  would 
fain  have  them  pass  for  "  criticism." 

V.  We  invite  the  Bible  student,  further,  to  take  a  comprehen- 
sive view  of  the  different  uses  of  the  Hebrew  verb  hashal  in 
Scripture,  with  a  view  to  appreciate  the  flimsiness  of  Wellhau- 
sen's  exegesis  of  it.  He  declares  it  is  confined  to  the  specific 
sense  of  boiling  in  water,  but  the  Hebrew  usage  of  Scripture  is 
quite  against  this.  It  carries  only  the  general  sense  of  cooking, 
or  dressing,  or  ripening  ;  but  What,  in  any  case,  may  be  the 
special  process  of  cooking  or  preparing,  can  be  known  only  from 
added  words,  or  from  circumstances  supplied  by  the  context. 

(1)  Joel  (3.  18)  uses  it  of  the  harvest  being  made  ready  : 
*'  put  ye  in  the  sickle,  for  the  harvest  has  become  ready  "  or 
"  has  ripened  "  {ki  hushfihal  katnr) :  the  harvest  does  not  ripen 
by  *'  boiling."  The  butler,  in  telling  Joseph  his  dream,  uses 
the  hiphil  of  hashal  in  the  same  sense  :  "  my  clusters  made 
grapes  to  ripen  "  {hihheshilu^  Gen.  40. 10):  but  he  did  not  see 
the  clusters  "  boiling  '*  over  a  fire. 

(2)  Another  modification  of  the  general  sense  of  cooking,  or 
preparing,  is  that  of  baking  :  hashul  occurs  in  this  sense  also. 
Tamar  dresses  food  in  presence  of  her  brother  Amnon, "  and  she 
prepared  (tehhashshel)  cakes "  (2  Sam.  13.  8)  :  clearly,  the 
preparation  meant  is  "baking,"  not  "boiling."  So  of  the 
manna  in  Num.  11.  8  :  they  prepared  (Ushshelu)  it,  and  made 
cakes  of  it. 

(3)  Another  modification  of  the  general  idea  of  cooking  is 
that  of  roasting :  hashal  is  applied  in  this  sense  to  the  pass- 
over  :  "  thou  shalt  prepare  it  and  shalt  eat  it "  (hishshalta 
re  ^achalta,  Dent.  16.  7)  :  it  is  certain  that  the  preparation 
here  meant  is  " roasting " :  "eat  not  of  the  passoverraw,  nor 
cooked  at  all  in  the  water,  but  roast  with  fire  "  (Exod.  12.  9). 
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Wellliausen  would  fain  insinuate  (in  footnote  2,  p.  68)  that 
Exodus  is  here  abrogating  Deuteronomy  I  But  he  has  not  a 
shade  of  warrant  for  such  insinuation  :  and  even  this  insinu- 
ation would  fail  him,  when  he  encounters  2  Chron.  35.  18. 
Even  if  he  thinks  the  Deuteronomist  boUed  his  passover,  he  will 
acknowledge  that  the  late  Chronicler  roasted  his,  and  wished  to 
rejH'esent  the  passover  as  having  been  roasted  from  the  first. 
In  view  of  this,  consider  the  following  :  "  And  they  prepared/ 
{yebhashshelv)  the  passover  with  the  fire  according  to  the  ordi- 
nance; and  the  (other)  holy  (offerings)  they  prepared  (Uah- 
shelu)  in  pots  and  caldrons  and  pans  "  (2  Chron.  35. 13).  This 
verse  is  decisive  as  to  the  comprehensive  sense  of  bashal :  it  is 
applied  first  to  the  passover,  where  it  must  mean  "roasting": 
and  it  is  then  applied  to  cooking  in  a  variety  of  utensils,  where 
it  may  include  "  boiling,"  "  stewing,"  and  "  baking."  Well- 
hausen's  dictum,  that  bashal  can  refer  to  "  boiling  "  only,  would 
turn  the  above  verse  to  nonsense. 

(4)  Of  course,  this  ex^esis  does  not  exclude  the  eense  of 
"  boiling."  Bashal  is  clearly  sometimes  used  in  that  sense  also. 
"When  it  is  said  "cook  (bashal)  in  the  water"  or  "cook 
{bashal)  in  its  mother's  milk,"  the  cooking  is  evidently  "  boil- 
ing." So  when  Ezekiel  (24.  6)  is  told  to  "  set  on  the  caldron 
and  pour  water  into  it,"  and  fill  it  with  choice  pieces,  and 
"  cook  well  {bashelu)  their  bones,"  the  cooking  is  again  evi- 
dently boiling. 

(5)  There  are  instances  (such  as  1  Kings  19.  21 ;  2  Kings 
6.  29  ;  Ezek.  46.  20)  where  there  is  nothing  in  the  context  to 
quite  settle  the  special  process  of  cooking  intended,  and  where, 
consequently,  different  conjectures  may  be  formed. 

Our  author's  exegesis  of  bashal  is  thus  quite  unwarranted, 
and  has  much  the  appearance  of  being  extemporised  for  the 
occasion.  To  say  that  it  occurs  "  with  extreme  frequency  "  in 
the  sense  "  seethe  in  water,"  is  perfectly  misleading :  though  all 
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the  occurrences  of  hashal  (in  ite  diverse  significations),  in  the 
Old  Testament,  were  numbered  up,  they  would  not  be  "  ex- 
tremely frequent,"  for  they  would  only  be  about  twenty :  in 
three  of  them,  the  words  "  in  its  mother's  milk  "  are  added,  and 
in  only  one  are  the  words  "  in  the  water  "  added,  "  eat  not  of  it 
raw,  nor  cooked  (boiled)  at  all  in  the  water":  the  words  "in 
the  water  "  would  have  been  superfluous,  if  the  verb  necessarily 
signified  boiling.  A  general  appreciation  of  such  figures  is 
quite  possible,  without  any  special  Hebrew  scholarship.  The 
verb  has  the  general  signification  of  "  cooking  "  or  "  making 
ready,"  but  what  special  preparatory  process  is  meant,  must  be 
settled,  in  each  case,  by  the  context,  or  by  other  considerations. 
Many  may  feel  it  a  welcome  support  to  common  sense,  as 
well  as  to  the  credit  of  Scripture,  that  the  grand  Priestly  de- 
velopment, from  "  boiled  "  flesh  to  "  raw,"  in  the  experience  of 
"  the  Deity,"  turns  out  to  he--Imayinution. 

(E) 

We  now  come  to  the  last  of  our  author's  materialistic  evolu- 
tions, to  which,  however,  we  shall  have  to  devote  more  space 
than  to  the  other  three  combined,  both  because  of  the  length  at 
which  our  author  dwells  on  it,  and  also  because  of  the  extra- 
ordinary alleged  circumstance  that  this  evolution,  in  its  course, 
has  produced  the  un-authorised  invention  of  a  piece  of  taber- 
nacle furniture.  The  sac^jfice  referred  to  is  that  of  incense,  and 
the  piece  of  furniture  referred  to  is  the  golden  altar  of  incense. 
"We  shall  give  them  separate  treatment,  and  in  the  order  in 
which  our  author  presents  them.  We  shall  take  first  the  sub- 
stance of  the  sacrifice,  the  incense  itself. 

Our  author  holds  that  the  sacrifice  of  incense  was  utterly  un- 
known till  the  day  of  Jeremiah.  He  cannot  tell  how  Jeremiah, 
or  his  contemporaries,  extemporised  it,  but  he  is  certain  that  all 
the  ages  before  Jeremiah  never  heard  of  such  a  sacrifice.    The 
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early  prophets  could  not  have  failed  to  give  it  prominence  on 
their  pages,  had  they  known  it  to  exist.  To  the  successors  of 
Jeremiah,  on  the  other  hand,  he  holds  that  incense  was  a 
notorious  institution.  Both  the  history,  and  the  prophecy,  be- 
come full  of  it.  And  the  lateness  of  the  Priestly  Code  is  shown 
by  its  glorifying  this  late  form  of  sacrifice.  Here  is  how  he  sets 
forth  this  remarkable  innovation,  which  was  never  suspected 
till  a  few  years  ago  : — 

**  So  also  a  striking  preference  is  sho^vn  (in  the  Priestly  Code) 
for  incense.  With  every  meal-offering  incense  is  offered  upon  the 
altar;  in  the  inner  sanctuary  a  special  mixture  of  spices  is  em- 
ployed, the  accurately  given  recii)e  for  which  is  not  to  be  followed 
for  private  purposes.  The  offering  of  incense  is  the  privilege  of  the 
higher  priesthood ;  in  the  ritual  of  the  great  Day  of  Atonement, 
the  sole  one  in  which  Aaron  must  discharge  the  duties  in  person, 
it  occupies  a  conspicuous  place.  It  has  an  altogether  dangerous 
sanctity ;  Aaron's  own  sons  died  for  not  having  made  use  of  the 
proper  fire.  It  is  the  cause  of  death  and  destruction  to  the  Levites 
of  Korah's  company  who  are  not  entitled  to  use  it,  while  imme- 
diately afterwards,  in  the  hands  of  the  legitimate  high  priest,  it 
becomes  the  means  of  appeasing  the  anger  of  Jehovah,  and  of 
staying  the  plague.  Now  of  this  offering,  thus  invested  with  such  s 
a  halo  of  sanctity,  the  older  literature  of  the  Jewish  Canon,  down  | 
to  Jeremiah  and  Zephaniah,  knows  absolutely  nothing.  The  verb  j 
katter  is  there  used  invariably  and  exclusively  of  the  hurning~oi 
f al  or  meal,  and  thereby  making  to  God  a  sweet-smelling  savour; 
itis  never  used  to  denote  the  offering  of  ince^ise,  and  the  substan- 
tive hctoreth  as  a  sacrificial  term  has  the  quite  general  signification 
of  that  which  is  burnt  on  the  altar.  In  enumerations  where  the 
prophets  exhaust  everything  pertaining  to  sacred  gifts  and  hturgic 
performances,  in  which,  for  the  sake  of  lengthening  the  catalogue, 
they  do  not  shrink  from  repetitions  even,  there  is  not  any  mention 
of  incense-offerings,  neither  in  Amos  (4.  4  seq.,  6.  21  seq.)  nor  in 
Isaiah  (1.  11  seq.)  nor  in  Micah  (6.  6  seq.).  Shall  we  suppose  that 
they  all  of  them  forget  this  subject  by  mere  accident,  or  that  they 
conspired  to  ignore  it?  If  it  had  really  existed,  and  been  of  so 
great  consequence,  surely  one  of  them  at  least  would  not  have 
failed  to  speak  of  it.  The  Jehovistic  section  of  the  Hexateuch  is 
equally  silent,  so  also  the  historical  books,  except  Chronicles,  and 
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80  the  rest  of  the  prophets,  down  to  Jeremiah,  who  (6.  20)  selects 

incense  as  the  example  of  a  rare  and  far-fetched  offering :  *  To  what 

purpose  Cometh  there  to  Me  incense  from  Sheba,  and  the  precious 

cane  from  a  far  country?'     Thenceforward  it  is  mentioned  in 

Ezekiel,  in  Isaiah  (40 — 67)»  in  Nehemiah,  and  in  Chronicles ;  the 

',  references    are  continuous.      The   introduction    of   incense  is    a 

\  natural  result  of  increased  luxury ;  one  is  tempted  to  conjecture 

'  that  its  use  must  have  first  crept  into  the  Jehovah  worship  as 

an  innovation  from  a  more  luxuriously-developed  foreign  cultus  ** 

(pp.  64, 65). 

"We  have  here  just  a  fresh  series  of  hasty,  and  un-substantiated, 
assertions,  which  we  shall  endeaTour  patiently  to  expose. 

I.  It  will  be  seen,  at  a  glance,  that  his  discovery  is  again 
entirely  destitute  of  positive  evidence  in  its  support.  What  he 
holds  to  have  taken  place  is  nowhere  stated,  in  Scripture,  to  have 
taken  place.  He  names  Jeremiah  and  Zephaniah  and  Isaiah 
and  Nehemiah,  but  he  cannot  produce  the  slightest  approach  to 
a  statement,  by  any  of  them,  that  all  the  pre-Jeremian  ages 
were  ignorant  of  incense.  Their  ignorance  is  merely  an  Imagi- 
nation of  his  own,  because  the  offering  is  not  commemorated, 
with  the  specialty,  that  he  feels  inclined  to  demand. 

II.  We  shall  urge  immediately  that  there  are  clear  references 
to  incense  in  "  the  older  literature."  But,  first,  we  have  to 
point  out  a  notable  confusion  of  phraseology,  which  Wellhausen 
has  introduced  into  the  foregoing  quotation.  Would  not  any 
reader  of  his  words  at  once,  and  inevitably,  conclude  that  the 
"incense,*'  which  is  offered  "with  every  meal-offering,"  is, 
practically,  the  same  as  the  "  incense,"  which  figures  on  "  the 
great  Day  of  Atonement,"  and  whose  offering  is  "  the  privilege 
of  the  higher  priest-hood  "  ?  He  does  not  seem  to  speak  of  two 
offerings,  but "  now  of  this  offering ^^  in  the  singular.  In  reality, 
he  applies  the  word  "  incense  "  to  two  very  different  materials. 
We  shall  show  this  by  giving  the  Hebrew  words  in  English 
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letters,  in  such  a  manner  that  the  Bible  student,  without  any 
special  knowledge  of  Hebrew,  may  appreciate  what  we  urge. 
The  Priestly  Code  deals  with  two  substances,  both  of  the  nature  ? 
of  spices,  which,  however,  are  different  in  themselves,  and  \ 
which  are  also  put  to  extremely  diflFerent  uses.    The  one  is  ^ 
lebhonah^  and  the  other  ketoreth,  1 

(1)  Lebhonahj  as  a  separate  substance,  is  named  only  six, 
times  in  the  Code.  It  is  named  thrice  in  Lev.  2  (verses  1,  15, 
and  16),  where  it  is  prescribed,  as  an  adjunct  to  meal-offerings. 
It  is  named  once  in  Lev.  24.  7,  where  it  is  prescribed,  as  an 
adjunct  to  the  shewbread.  The  other  two  references  are  nega- 
tive :  in  Lev.  6.  11,  it  is  forbidden  to  be  put  on  the  sin-offering, 
though  the  sin-offering  be  of  meal :  in  Num.  5.  15,  it  is  for- 
bidden to  be  put  upon  the  woman's  jealousy  offering,  though 
that  offering  be  of  meal.  These  are  its  whole  occurrences  :  it 
will  be  seen  that  it  is  never  presented  as  a  separate  offering,  but 
only  as  an  adjunct,  on  the  top  of  other  offerings :  and  its 
destiny  is  always  to  be  burnt,  outside  the  tabernacle,  on  the 
altar  of  bumt-offering. 

(2)  Ketoreffiy  on  the  other  hand,  is  both  more  elaborate  in  its 
nature,  and  also  more  independent,  and  sacred,  in  the  uses,  to 
which  it  is  put.    Its  composition  is  described  in  Exod.  30.  34- 
38,  where  it  is  prescribed  to  be  made  of  equal  weights  of  four 
different  materials,  the  whole  well  seasoned  with  salt.   The  four 
materials  are  naiaph,  shecheleth^  chelhmah^  and  pure  lehhonah  : 
it  will  thus  be  seen  that  lehhonah^  iostead  of  being  identical 
with  ketoreth,  is  only  (and  in  its  purest  form)  one  of  its  four 
ingredients.  Ketoreth  is  further  separated  off  from  lebhonah^  by  < 
the  fact  that  it  never  reaches  the  altar  of  burnt-offering  out-  • 
side :  it  has  a  golden  altar  entirely  to  itself,  inside  the  taber- 
nacle :  it  is  presented  there,  as  an  independent  offering,  every  - 
morning,  and  every  evening,  by  the  high-priest,  "  a  perpetual 
incense  before  the  Lord  throughout  your  generations."    It  is 
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this  ketorethj  also,  which  the  high-priest  takes  with  him,  once  « 
year,  into  the  Holy  of  Holies,  to  be  burnt  before  the  mercy-seat 
and  the  ark  of  the  testimony,  while  he  is  making  the  great 
annual  atonement,  "that  he  die  not":  the  cloud  of  ketoreth  is 
his  safeguard, 

III.  Now,  having  made  this  vast  distinction,  we  trust, 
sufficiently  clear,  note  what  our  author  insinuates  as  to  the 
origin  of  ketoreth.  Would  not  any  reader  of  his  sentences 
infer  that  this  material — "  this  offering^  thiis  invested  tvith  such 
a  halo  of  sanctity  " — after  being  utterly  ignored  by  the  "  older 
r  literature,"  suddenly  bursts  into  prominence,  and  is  abundantly 
'  witnessed  to,  in  "  Jeremiah  and  Zephaniah  "  ?  Well,  the  in- 
controvertible fact  is  that,  while  ketoreth  does  occur  in  "  the 
older  literature,"  there  is  not  so  much  as  a  single  occurrence  of, 
it,  in  the  whole  either  of  Jeremiah,  or  of  Zephaniah  !^  We  can 
be  corrected  in  an  instant,  if  we  ofifer  such'an  exposure  without 
warrant.  Neither  of  these  two  prophets  once  refers  to  the 
high-priest's  daily  offerings  of  ketoreth^  in  the  holy  place : 
neither  of  these  two  prophets  once  refers  to  the  high-priest's 
carrying  of  ketoreth  in  before  the  mercy-seat,  on  the  Great 
Day  of  Atonement :  neither  of  these  two  prophets  once  uses 
the  word  ketoreth  at  alL  Such  a  fact,  though  it  stood  alone, 
might  make  any  prudent  searcher  after  truth  resolve,  that  he 
will  never  read  a  page  of  Wellhausen,  without  the  most  ex- 
emplary caution. 

IV.  There  is,  however,  more  and  worse  (if  worse  be  possible) 
than  this.  Jeremiah  does,  in  one  passage,  use  a  substantive, 
which  is  from  the  same  root  as  ketoreth^  and  which  may  be 
regarded  as  having  a  very  similar  meaning ;  but  he  uses  it 
in  such  a  way,  as  to  show  that  "  incense-offering,^^  instead  of 
being  a  new  invention,  had  been  an  old,  and  tvidely  prevalent, 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


THE  ANTIQUITY  OF  INCENSE.  325 

practice^  long  before  his  own  day  I  The  passage  is  the  following : 
"  The  incense  Qcator\  that  ye  burned  in  the  cities  of  Judah, 
and  in  the  streets  of  Jerusalem,  ye  and  your  fathers,  yonr 
kings  and  your  princes,  and  the  people  of  the  hind,  did  not 
the  Lord  remember  them,  and  came  it  not  into  His  mind  ?  So 
that  the  Lord  could  no  longer  bear,  because  of  the  evil  of  your 
doings,  and  because  of  the  abominations  which  ye  have  com- 
mitted ;  therefore  is  your  land  a  desolation,  and  an  astonish- 
ment, and  a  curse,  without  an  inhabitant,  as  at  this  day. 
Because  ye  have  burned  incense,  and  because  ye  have  sinned 
against  the  Lord,  and  have  not  obeyed  the  voice  of  the  Lord, 
nor  walked  in  His  Law,  nor  in  His  statutes^  nor  in  ffis  testi- 
monies; therefore  this  evil  is  happened  unto  you,  as  at  this 
day"  (Jer.  44.  21-23).  It  is  important  to  take  a  strict 
estimate  of  the  force  of  this  quotation. 

(1)  The  whole  of  the  44th  chapter,  which  seems  a  closing , 
message  of  Jeremiah  to  his  countrymen,  is  a  denunciation 
of  the  rebellious  renmant  in  Egypt,  for  the  persistency,  with 
which  they  "  bum  incense  to  the  queen  of  heaven,  and  pour 
out  drink  offerings  to  her."  And  the  foregoing  quotation 
seems  (verse  15)  to  have  been  addressed  to  a  "great  assembly  " 
(gathered  probably  for  festival),  "  in  Pathros,  in  the  land  of 
Egypt,"  when  they  persist,  in  spite  of  the  prophet's  re- 
monstrances, in  completing  the  idolatrous  programme,  in 
honour  of  the  queen  of  heaven,  which  had  brought  them 
together.  Now,  one  conspicuous  part  of  the  programme, 
which  almost  every  verse  of  the  chapter  reprobates,  is  the 
offering  of  incense :  the  verb  repeatedly  occurs  {Jcatter}^  hut 
the  substantive  occurs  only,  as  noted,  in  verse  21 ;  and  there 
is  no  other  occurrence  of  it,  in  Jeremiah.  The  substantive 
x^TtdW  (as  it  may  be  pointed  instead  of  Icater  or  kitter)^ 
which  is  just  the  masculine  form,  of  which  hetorah  (used  once 
in  Deuteronomy)  and  ketoreth  are  the  feminine  forms  :  which- 
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ever  punctuation  be  followed,  ite  close  relation  to  Jcetoreth  is 
obvious;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  same  kind  of 
sacrifice  is  being  referred  to. 

(2)  The  crucial  point,  theu,  for  our  present  inquiry,  is, 
"What  does  Jeremiah  indicate  as  to  the  origination  of  the 
offering  of  Icator^  or  ketareth^  in  Israel  ?  Does  he  regard  it 
as  a  new  sacrificial  development,  coming  into  prominence 
in  his  own  day  ?  Or  does  he  regard  it  as  an  ancient  institu- 
tion f  The  most  superficial  reading  of  his  44th  chapter  will 
show  that  he  r^ards  the  offering  of  incense,  as  having  been 
general  in  Israel,  ages  and  ages  before  his  own  time.  It  is 
not  his  contemporaries  who  have  taken  to  the  practice  :  nay,  it 
is  their  "  fathers,"  their  "  kings,"  and  their  "  princes,"  through 
a  long  succession  of  rebellious  periods,  that  have  provoked  the 
Almighty,  by  this  mis-direction  of  incense  to  the  queen  of 
heaven.  It  is  a  practice,  which  God  has  made  the  subject  of 
sharpest,  and  prolonged,  invective,  a  practice,  regarding  which 
He  uses  these  words  of  indignant  pathos  :  "  Howbeit  I  sent 
unto  you  all  My  servants  the  prophets,  rising  up  early  and 
sending  them,  saying,  Oh,  do  not  this  abominable  thing  that 
I  hate"  (verse  4).  Instead  of  the  prophets  before  Jeremiah 
being  un-familiar  with  incense-oflfering,  they  have  "  all "  pre- 
ceded Jeremiah,  in  denouncing  the  people's  perversion  of  God's 
"  statutes  "  regarding  it !  Wellhavsen  says  these  prophets  "  knew 
absolutely  nothing  "  (p.  64)  of  incense-oflfering  :  God  says  they 
"  knew  "  it  so  well,  that  one  main  purpose,  for  which  they  were 

i"all "  sent,  was  to  denounce  its  mis-use  as  "  the  abominable 
thing  that  I  hate."  Our  author  would  glorify  Jeremiah  as  the 
discoverer  of  incense  :  Jeremiah  casts  the  gloiy  from  him,  and 
grinds  our  author's  "  thesis  "  to  powder. 

(3)  It  will  be  observed  that  God  not  merely  **  hates  "the 
age-long  offering  of  incense  to  the  queen  of  heaven,  but  He 
can  describe  it  as  a  contraveitiion  of  His  own  "  Law "  and 
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*' Statutes "  and  "testimonies"  (verses  10  and  23).  What 
account  can  Wellhausen  give  of  this  ?  He  cannot  point  to  i 
ancient  "  statutes,"  of  which  Jeremiah  can  claim  the  idolatrous 
offering  of  incense  to  be  a  breach.  On  the  basis  of  a  poor,  and 
despised,  traditionalism,  the  explanation  is  complete,  {a)  The 
people  were  breaking  the  "  statute  "  as  to  the  "  to  wlwm^''  by 
offwing  it  to  the  queen  of  heaven,  instead  of  to  Jehovah, 
(ft)  They  were  breaking  the  "  statute  "  as  to  the  "  where^''  by 
offering  it  in  the  cities  of  Judah  and  in  the  streets  of  Jerusalem, 
instead  of  on  the  golden  altar  before  the  veil,  (c)  They  were 
breaking  the  "  statute  "  as  to  the  "  hy  whom^^  for  it  was  being 
offered  by  ordinary  worshippers,  and  even  by  their  wives  (verses 
15  and  20),  instead  of  by  the  higher  priesthood,  (rf)  And, 
very  possibly  (though  it  is  not  recorded),  they  would  break  the 
"  statute  "  as  to  the  four  materials,  in  equal  weights,  of  which 
the  ketoreth  should  have  been  composed.  Tradition^  therefore, 
sheds  a  harmonious  light  over  all  the  prophet's  verses :  and 
Jeremiah  (his  own  selected  witness)  virtually  says  to  his 
would-be  German  patron,  "  de  mefdbula  narratur*' 

y.  Of  Zephaniah,  his  other  originator,  even  less  need  be  said. 
He  never  once  mentions  either  lehhonah^  or  ketoreth^  through- 
out his  short  prophecy  I  To  get  an  appreciation  of  Wellhausen's 
proof 8y  one  could  not  do  better  than  to  read  through  Zephaniah 
(which  may  be  done  in  a  few  minutes),  and  then  ask,  where  is 
there  any  reference  to  that  "  offering^  invested  mth  such  a  halo 
of  sanctity^'*  for  whose  first  beginnings  we  are  referred  to 
Zephaniah  ?  where  does  he  enter  into  the  least  detail  of 
Israelitish  sacrifice  ?  from  what  verse  could  we  derive  the 
faintest  picture  of  what  had  been,  or  of  what  then  was,  the 
sacrificial  praxis  ?  There  is  no  outline  of  sacrificial  customs, 
nor  any  statement  of  the  introduction  of  a  new  custom.  And 
yet,  if  one  did  not  turn  up  his  Zephaniah,  he  would  suppose, 
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from  Wellhausen,  that  the  prophecy  points  to  a  landmark  in 
sacrificial  history. 

In  a  footnote,  on  p.  65,  we  read,  "  compare  Zeph.  3.  10.*' 
Does  this  afford  the  clae  to  Zephaniah's  sacrificial  position  ? 
We  shall  give  our  readers  the  verse  in  full.  The  prophet  ib 
celebrating  the  glory  of  a  latter  day,  when  God  is  to  visit  "  all 
the  earth,"  with  the  result  that  "  all  peoples  shall  call  upon  the 
name  of  the  Lord,  to  serve  Him  with  one  consent "  (verse  9)  i 
and  he  adds  this  description  of  that  glory  :  "  From  beyond,  by 
the  streams  of  Gush,  those  who  worship  Me,  even  the  daughter 
of  My  dispersed,  shall  bring  My  meal-offering"  (verse  10). 
We  have  here  the  very  alphabet  of  prophetic  phraseology,  to 
denote  the  flocking  of  converts,  from  afar,  into  the  Christian 
Church.  Who  could  extract  from  it  a  radical  distinction 
between  Israel's  pre-Zephanian,  and  post-Zephanian,  sacrifices  ? 
The  word  for  "those  who  worship  Me"  {^atharai)  may  be 
rendered  "  those  who  supplicate  Me"  "  those  who  perfume  Me": 
and  some,  with  much  apparent  warrant,  would  make  it  the 
object,  instead  of  the  subject,  of  the  verb, "  from  beyond,  far 
as  the  rivers  of  Cush,  they  shall  bring  My  suppliants.  My 
dispersed  ones,  as  My  meal  offering,"  just  as  Isaiah  regards 
converts  as  themselves  constituting  an  offering,  "they  shall 
bring  all  your  brethren,  out  of  all  the  nations,  as  a  meal  offer- 
ing unto  the  Lord,  on  horses  and  in  chariots"  (Isa.  66.  20). 
We  need  not  discuss  this :  it  is  sufficient  for  our  purpose 
that  no  possible  translation  can  introduce  into  the  verse  the 
smallest  approach  to  a  proof  of  a  new  sacrificial  develop- 
ment arising  in  Zephaniah's  day.  What,  then,  becomes  of 
Wellhausen's  misleading  insinuation  that  Zephaniah  stands 
co-sponsor  with  Jeremiah,  for  a  new,  and  specially  sacred, 
sacrifice,  of  which  all  previous  prophets  "know  absolutely 
nothing  "  (p.  64)  ? 

The  name  Zephaniah  signifies  "  the  Lord  shall  hide."    Does 
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the  name  indicate  that  "the  Lord  shall  hide"  a  sacrificial 
development  in  the  prophecy,  to  which  no  reader  shall  pene- 
trate till  Wellhausen's  day — ^and  which,  to  be  truthful,  we  must 
add,  remains  "  hidden  "  still  I 

It  may  seem  that  we  have  sufficiently  oriticised  our  present 
quotation  from  Wellhausen.  K  Zephaniah  is  dumb  as  to  any 
new  discovery  of  the  offering,  and  if  Jeremiah,  instead  of 
treating  it  as  netVy  treats  it  as  known  to,  and  abused  by,  the 
"  kings  "  and  "  princes  "  of  by-past  agesj  and  refers  to  "  all  My 
servants  the  prophets,"  as  having  denounced  the  abuse  of  it,  is 
it  not  a  pretence,  almost  too  preposterous  for  serious  treatment, 
that  the  offering  remained  unknown  till  these  two  prophets' 
times  ?  A  few  further  criticisms,  however,  may  be  appropriate, 
in  showing  the  Bible  student  the  importance  which  Scripture 
attaches  to  this  species  of  sacrifice,  and  in  showing  him  also 
how  un-moved  he  may  often  afford  to  be  by  Wellhausen's  most 
unhesitating  assertions. 

VI.  Let  us  notice,  then,  the  following  declaration  : — 

"In  the  older  literature  of  the  Jewish  Canon,  the  substantive 
ketoreth,  as  a  sacrificial  term,  has  the  quite  general  signification 
of  that  which  is  burnt  on  the  altar." 

(1)  Ought  not  the  writer  of  that  sentence  to  be  able  to  pro- 
duce, from  "  the  older  literature,"  specific  instances  of  sacrificing, 
where  Jcetoreth  has  the  meaning,  which  he  asserts  ?  He  cannot 
do  so.  There  is  not  a  single  actual  case  of  sacrificing^(through- 
out  "  the  older  literature "),  in  connection  with  which  "  the 
substantive  hetoreih^  occurs  I  7f  its  occurrence  be  a  pure 
Imagination,  how  can  its  *'  signification  "  be  fixed  ? 

(2)  Apart  from  specific  sacrifices,  there  are  only  two  occur- 
rences of  ketorethy  throughout  the  whole  history,  and  prophecy, 
of  the  "older  literature,"  and,  in  both,  its  onii/  reasonable 
interpretation  is  to  regard  it  as  signifying  incense.    The  two 
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passages  are  1  Sam,  2.  28,  and  Isa.  1. 13.  The  former  of  the 
two  has  the  singular  advantage,  that  it  not  only  necessarily 
leads  us  to  regard  ketoreth  as  signifying  incense,  but  it  actually 
(in  two  previous  verses,  15  and  16,  of  the  same  chapter)  repre- 
sents "  that  which  is  burnt  on  the  altar,"  not  by  ketoreth^  but 
by  rJieUbh — the  very  word  which  habitually  recurs  in  the  Priestly 
Code  I  It  is  prescribed  in  Lev.  3  that,  of  peace  offerings,  the 
parts  which  the  priest  shall  burn  are  "  the  chelehh  that  covereth 
the  inwards,  and  all  the  cheUhh  that  is  upon  the  inwards,  and 
the  two  kidneys  and  the  cheUhh  that  is  on  them,  and  the  caul 
upon  the  liver."  Now,  in  1  Sam.  2,  when  the  ordinary  sacri- 
fi(3es  of  the  people  are  being  dealt  with,  "  that  which  is  burnt 
on  the  altar"  is  carefully  denominated  chelehh:  in  verse  15, 
"  before  they  burnt  the  chelebh":  in  verse  16,  "  they  will  surely 
burn  the  chelehh  presently."  Notice  the  marked  distinction 
in  verse  28.  There,  a  man  of  God  is  reminding  Eli  of  the 
four  great  sacrificial  prerogatives,  bestowed  on  his  forefather, 
at  the  Exodus  :  "  did  I  choose  him  out  of  all  the  tribes  of 
Israel  to  be  My  priest,  (1)  to  sacrifice  upon  Mine  altar, 
(2)  to  bum  ketoreth,  (3)  to  wear  an  ephod  before  Me? 
and  (4)  did  I  give  unto  the  house  of  thy  father  all  the 
offerings  of  the  children  of  Israel  made  by  fire "  ?  We  have 
indicated,  by  figures,  the  clear  four-fold  privilege  which  is  here 
commemorated  :  (1)  The  first  is  *'  to  sacrifice  upon  Mine  altar," 
and  the  verb  "  to  sacrifice  "  (laaloth)  is  the  general  term  applied 
to  all  sacrifices  (whether  burnt-offerings,  or  meal-offerings,  or 
peace-offerings,  or  sin-offerings)  that  reached  the  great  altar  of 
burnt-offering  :  (2)  the  second  is  "  to  bum  ketoreth^^  the  tech- 
nical term,  as  we  have  already  shown,  for  the  daily  burning  of 
incense  on  the  golden  altar  before  the  veil,  and  for  the  buming 
of  it,  once  a  year,  in  the  Holy  of  Holies,  on  the  great  Day  of 
Atonement :  (3)  the  third  is  to  inquire  of  the  Lord  by  means 
of  the  ephod,  with  the  Urim  and  the  Thummim  :  (4)  the  fourth 
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is  to  receive,  for  sustenance,  those  portions  of  the  various  sacri- 
fices, that  were  not  burnt  on  the  altar  of  burnt  offering,  nor 
burnt  outside  the  camp.  In  view  of  such  obvious  explanations, 
what  can  be]  thought  of  our  "  critic  *'  declaring  that,  in  this 
first  of  its  only  two  occurrences,  ketoreth  can  mean  only  what 
reaches  the  great  altar  of  burnt  offering  ? 

(3)  The  other  occurrence  of  the  word  (Isa.  1. 13)  is  equally 
dead  against  his  dogmatism.  Notice  how  chelehh  and  ketoreth 
are  again  separated :  "  To  what  purpose  is  the  multitude  of 
your  sacrifices  unto  Me  ?  saith  the  Lord  :  I  am  full  of  the  burnt- 
offerings  of  rams  and  the  chelehh  of  fed  beasts  :  and  I  delight 

not  in  the  blood  of  bullocks  or  of  lambs  or  of  he-goats 

Continae  not  to  offer  a  meal-offering  of  vanity  ;  (even)  ketoreth 
is  abomination  to  Me"  (Isa.  1.  11  and  13).  The  11th  verse 
sums  up  the  sacrificial  uses  of  the  fiesh  and  blood  of  burnt- 
offerings,  of  peace-offerings,  and  of  sin-offerings  :  the  13th  verse, 
practically,  completes  the  list,  by  adding  the  meal-offering  and 
the  incense-offering.  With  such  a  clear  and  intelligible  distinc- 
tion, on  the  very  surface  of  the  verses,  by  what  authority  can 
Wellhausen  maintain  that  ketoreth  has  the  same  reference  as 
chelehh  f  We  have  seen  that  Isaiah's  successor,  Jeremiah,  re- 
gards kator  (which  is  just  the  masculine  of  ketoreth)  as  having 
been  offered,  though  in  most  offensive  manner,  by  the  "  kings  " 
and  "  princes "  of  former  ages :  Isaiah  merely  puts  himself  in 
line  with  Jeremiah,  by  declaring  the  offering  of  ketoreth^  in  his 
day,  to  have  been  so  offensively  conducted,  as  to  become  an 
"  abomination  "  to  Jehovah.  Again,  we  have  Tradition  irradi- 
ating Isaiah,  and  uniting  the  two  prophets  in  harmony :  it  is 
only  Imagination,  that  makes  difSculty,  and  discord. 

VII.  The  antiquity  of  incense  is  also  clear  from  manifold 
declarations  of  the  Books  of  Kings.  The  recurring  charge 
against  the  wicked  kings  is  that  they  were  still  "sacrificing 
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{mzdbhechim\  and  burning  incense  (mekatterim)^  on  the  high 
places."  Neither  verb  has  an  accusative  after  it,  as  object :  the 
objects  are  left  to  be  supplied,  and  are  clearly  animals  in  the 
case  of  zabhachy  and  incense  in  the  case  of  katar.  In  a  foot- 
note, our  author  acknowledges,  regarding  katar  (hiktir),  that 
"  in  the  Priestly  Code,  when  used  without  a  qualifying  phrase, 
it  generally  means  incensing."  The  same  remark  applies  to 
Jeremiah  :  he  uses  the  verb  17  times  (10  of  which  occur  in  his 
44th  chapter,  on  which  we  have  already  commented)  :  in  16  of 
these  17  times,  he  uses  the  verb  "  without  a  qualifying  phrase," 
and  in  the  sense  of  "  incensing."  It  is  impossible,  with  the 
slightest  regard  to  consistency,  to  apply  a  different  rule  of  in- 
terpretation to  the  Books  of  Kings,  when  the  verb  is  there  also 
(as  in  Jeremiah)  "  used  without  a  qualifying  phrase."  These 
Books,  therefore,  carry  the  incense-offering  incontrovertihly 
back  to  the  days  of  Solomon. 

VIII.  The  laboured  way,  in  which  our  "  critic "  lashes  his 
sides  over  Amos  4,  Isaiah  1,  and  Micah  6,  can  only  provoke  a 
smile.  The  chief  of  them,  Isaiah  1.,  has  ketoreth  staring  him  in 
the  face,  and  we  have  just  shown  that  its  only  reasonable  inter- 
pretation is  incense.  As  to  Micah,  we  are  asked  to  suppose  that 
the  queries  "  Shall  I  meet  the  Most  High  with  burnt-offerings, 
calves  of  a  year  old  ?  Will  the  Lord  delight  in  thousands  of 
rams,  in  myriads  of  oil-streams  ?  Shall  I  give  (Him)  my  first- 
bom  for  my  iniquity,  the  fruit  of  my  body  as  an  expiation  for 
my  soul "  ?  embrace,  with  absolute  inclusiveness,  all  the 
acceptable  sacrifices  known  to  Micah.  If  so,  we  must  conclude 
that  the  sacrifice  of  children  was  an  accepted  Israelitish  sacri- 
fice, in  that  prophet's  day,  and  that  he  knew  nothing  of  meal- 
offerings,  and  peace-offerings,  and  sacrifices  of  first-fruits  and 
fowls.  As  to  Amos  4.  4,  we  have  already  shown  that  it  is  an 
ironical  invitation,  parodying  some  of    the   chief   sacrificial 
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transgressions  of  the  people  ;  and  it  is,  obviously,  far  from  an 
inclusive  list. 

IX.  Ezekiel,  whom  Wellhausen  names  without  quoting,  not 
only  gives  his  fancy  no  support,  but  disproves  it.  Ketoreth 
occurs  three  times  in  Ezekiel.  In  16. 18,  and  in  23.  41,  the 
expressions  "  My  ketoreth  and  Mine  oil "  refer  to  the  squander- 
ing on  idols,  in  past  ageSy  of  what  should  have  been  scrupu- 
lously reserved  for  Jehovah ;  so  that  Ezekiel,  like  Jeremiah, 
proves,  twice  over,  the  antiquity  of  incense  I  In  8.  11,  the 
prophet  is  asked  in  vision  to  look  through  a  hole  in  the  wall, 
and  see  78  men  offering  incense  (as  "  abomination  ")  in  the 
Temple  :  but  not  the  least  hint  is  given  as  to  whether  incense  be 
an  ancient,  or  a  modem,  institution. 

While  Ezekiel's  positive  evidence,  so  far  as  it  goes,  is  thus 
entirely  "  polemical  "  against  Wellhausen,  why  has  our  author 
nothing  to  say  of  Ezekiells  negative  evidence  ?  If  Micah's 
silence  regarding  ketoreth^  when  he  is  classifying  "  calves  "  and 
"  oil "  and  "  firstborn,"  proves  that  ketoreth  was  unknown  to 
Micah,  what  shall  we  make  of  the  more  portentous  fact  that, 
in  the  grand  Closing  Vision  of  Ezekiel,  the  sacrifice  of  ketoreth 
is  never  once  re/erred  to  ?  Should  not  this  prove  conclusively 
that,  in  "  the  restored  theocracy,"  Ezekiel  regarded  the  sacrifice 
of  ketoreth  as  destined  to  find  no  place,  and  that  his  only  actual 
knowledge  of  it  was  in  the  far-back  idolatries  of  Israel  I  Could 
anything  show  more  clearly  the  absurdities,  that  may  be  drawn 
from  Arguments  from  Silence  ? 

This  remarkable  silence  of  Ezekiel's  Vision  Wellhausen 
never  touches  on.  Would  not  any  one,  reading  his  reference 
to  Ezekiel,  conclude  that  ketoreth  must  figure  prominently  in 
his  *^  programme,"  and  that  he  would  make  it  clear  that 
it  was  a  recent  invention?  The  prophet  does  the  very 
opposite. 
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X.  Oar  author's  appeal  to  Nehemiah  is  as  bootless  as  his 
appeal  to  EzekieL  There  is  not  a  single  occurrence  of  ketoreth 
in  the  whole  thirteen  cha^fcera-of -Nehemiah  i  Hehafl  a  snh'- 
tary  reference  to  lehhonah^  but  not  one  to  hetareih%  When  he 
was  absent  in  Babylon,  he  tells  (13.  4-9)  how  the  high-priest 
had  profaned  the  Temple  by  allowing  Tobiah  to  use,  for  house- 
hold purposes,  a  chamber,  in  which  '^  the  meal-offerings,  and 
the  Ubhonahy  and  other  vessels,  and  the  tithes  of  com,'*  and 
other  sacrificial  requisites,  used  to  be  stored :  on  his  return 
from  Babylon,  he  caused  the  chamber  to  be  cleansed,  and 
Tobiah's  household  stuff  cast  out,  and  "  the  meal-offerings  and 
the  Ubhonahy''^  &c.,  to  be  re-instated.  The  lebhonah  is  here 
closely  associated  with  the  meal-offerings,  and  we  saw  that  to 
be  burnt  alo?ig  tvith  these  was  one  of  the  main  purposes,  for 
which  it  was  destined.  But  this  implies  not  the  slightest 
reference  to  ketoreth^  which  was  an  independent  offering, 
which  had  an  altar  of  its  own  to  be  burnt  on,  and  which 
was  a  compound  of  carefully-prescribed  materials. 

If  we  were  again  to  argue  from  silence,  like  Wellhausen, 
we  would  ask,  Is  it  conceivable  that  Kehemiah,  when  he  is 
numbering  up  the  sacrificial  requisites  that  are  stored  in  the 
Temple,  should  mention  meal-offering,  and  lebhonah^  and  wine, 
and  oil,  and  tithe,  and  heave-offering,  and  yet  leave  ketoreth 
un-mentioned,  if  ketoreth  had  been  known  to  him  ?  If  ketoreth 
was  being  daily  offered,  "  with  all  the  halo  of  sanctity  "  which  the 
Priestly  Code  describes,  is  it  conceivable  that  Nehemiah  should 
have  passed  it  over  in  absolute  silence  ?  Yet  that  he  has  so 
passed  it  over  is  indisputable.  The  result,  therefore,  is  that  we 
have  not  a  single  historical  statement  of  the  actual  offering  of 
ketoreth  in  the  whole  post-Exilic  literature  of  the  canon  I  Does 
not  such  a  fact  pour  utter  ridicule  on  our  author's  representa- 
tion that  the  post-Exilic  "references  to  it  are  continuous" 
(p.  65)?    If  there  could  be  (as  we  agree  with  our  author 
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in  holding  that  there  were)  thousands  of  post-Exilic  offerings 
of  it,  without  their  being  once  referred  to,  by  what  authority 
shall  we  deny  its  pre-Exilic  use,  in  spite  of  the  clear  implica- 
tions in  Jeremiah,  in  Ezekiel,  in  Hosea,  and  in  Kings,  that  it 
was  an  ancient  appointment  of  God,  that  had  been,  from  age 
to  age,  abused  ? 

XI.  The  only  other  prop,  that  our  author  tries  to  lean  on, 
are  two  references,  by  Jeremiah,  to  lebhonah.  (1)  In  41.  5,  he 
mentions  fourscore  men  as  going  up  from  Shechem,  from 
Shiloh,  and  from  Samaria,  ^^  with  meal-offerings  and  lebhonah 
in  their  hand,  to  bring  them  to  the  house  of  the  Lord.'*  Here 
again  the  lebhonah  is  naturally  associated  with  "meal -offer- 
ings," as  their  prescribed  adjunct:  but  this  does  not  mean 
tfiat  these  pilgrims  were  carrying  up  keiorethy  whose  peculiar 
composition  was  forbidden  to  private  persons,  on  pain  of 
death. 

(2)  The  other  reference  is  when  the  same  prophet  asks, 
"  To  what  purpose  shall  lebhonah  come  to  Me  from  Sheba,  and 
sweet  cane  from  a  distant  land  ?  "  (Jer.  6.  20.)  There  is  not 
the  slightest  hint  here  of  the  recency  of  such  offerings  :  on  the 
contrary,  it  is  their  antiquity  that  gives  best  point  to  the 
prophet's  appeal :  "  What  use  to  expend  your  care  on  the 
material  minutue  of  sacrifice?  what  use  to  worship  the 
outward  letter  of  My  regulations,  and  even  to  accomplish 
distant  journeys  to  make  sure  of  My  prescribed  materials,  so 
long  as  the  weightier  matters  of  My  Law  are  forgotten,  so  long 
as  your  lives  are  so  full  of  falsehood,  and  of  covetousness, 
and  of  oppression,  as  to  make  your  very  sacrifices  "abomi- 
nation "  ? 

We  have  thus  gone  over  every  morsel  of  evidence,  which 
Wellhausen  offers,  for  the  late  introduction  of  incense,  with  the 
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view  of  showing  the  Bible  student  that  a  candid  examination  of 
the  very  writers,  whom  he  quotes,  is  all  that  is  needed  to  refute 
\  his  most  authoritative  dicta.  There  is  not,  in  the  canon,  a 
^  single  post-Exilic  instance  of  the  offering  of  ketoreth  !  And, 
in  pre-Exilic  ages,  instead  of  earlier  writers  "  knowing  abso- 
lutely nothing'*  of  it,  we  have  it  expressly  named,  and  its 
offering  most  manifoldly  implied,  in  "the  older  literature." 
Zephaniah,  one  of  its  inventors,  never  names  it.  Ezekiel  and 
Jeremiah,  his  colleagues  in  the  invention,  use  language  which 
implies  it  to  have  been  an  ancient  ordinance,  which  Israel  had 
been  wickedly  abusing,  "  from  the  day  of  thy  nativity."  And 
Ezekiel  has  no  fear  that  its  observance  will  die  out,  though  he 
leaves  it  un-mentioned  in  his  Symbolic  Vision. 

We  will  conclude  this  defence  of  the  antiquity  of  incense  by 
pointing  out  that,  in  the  closing  sentence  of  the  quotation,  with 
which  we  have  been  dealing,  Wellhausen  goes  far  to  confess  to 
the  charge^  which  we  are  uniformly  constrained  to  bring  against 
him,  the  charge,  namely,  that  he  is  founding  on  Imagination, 
and  not  on  evidence.  In  that  sentence,  he,  practically,  tells  us 
he  is  merely  guessing  at  the  making  of  history  ;  it  is  not  solid 
proof  he  is  giving  us,  but  mere  "  conjecture." 

*'The  introdaction  of  incense  is  a  natural  result  of  increased 
luxury ;  one  is  tempted  to  conjecture  that  its  use  must  have  crept 
into  ^e  worship  of  Jehovah  as  an  innovation  from  a  more  luxuri- 
ously-developed foreign  cultus." 

Is  it  possible  that  our  author  could  pen  such  a  sentence, 
without  seeing  himself  reflected,  to  the  life,  as  in  the  glass  of 
Noldeke  ?  "  Mt4st  have  crept  into  the  worship  " — away  with, 
these  "  musts  "  I  "  What  must  have  happened  is  of  less  con- 
sequence to  know  than  what  actually  took  placer'*^  (p.  46). 
The  sentence  is  a  practical  confession  that  our  author  knows 
absolutely  nothing  (to  retort  on  him  his  own  words)  either  as 
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to  the  date,  or  as  to  the  surronndings,  of  that  late  introduction 
of  incense,  about  which  he  is  so  dogmatic. 

We  might  add,  if  we  mil  play  at  Noldekism,  might  not 
incense  **  have  first  crept  into  the  worship  of  Jehovah "  in 
SoUmofCs  day^  far  more  probably  than  in  Josiah's  day  ? 
"  Foreign  luxury  "  was  rampant  in  the  court,  and  in  the  worship, 
of  Solomon  :  "  he  ruled  over  all  the  kingdoms  from  the  River 
unto  the  border  of  Egypt "  :  "  once  every  three  years  came  the 
navy  of  Tarshish,  bringing  gold  and  silver,  ivory  and  apes  and 
peacocks  : "  "  and  all  the  earth  sought  the  presence  of  Solomon 
.  .  •  and  they  brought  every  man  his  present,  vessels  of  silver 
and  vessels  of  gold,  and  raiment,  and  armour,  and  spices, 
horses  and  mules,  a  rate  year  by  year"  (1  Kings  10.  22-25), 
The  word,  here  rendered  "  spices,"  is  the  identical  word^  em- 
ployed in  Exod.  25.  6,  when  Moses  is  asking  the  people 
to  contribute  materials,  for  the  tabernacle,  and  for  its  service  : 
"(ye  shall  take  of  them)  oil  for  the  light,  and  spices  for  the 
anointing  oil,  and  for  the  sweet  IcetorethP  Year  by  year, 
therefore,  we  have  the  materials  for  the  Mosaic  ketorethy  not 
even  needing  to  be  traflScked  for,  but  brought,  as  "  presents," 
by  "  all  the  earth,"  and  laid  at  Solomon's  feet  I  Is  it  not  | 
fatuous  to  have  a  nineteenth  century  German  "  conjecturing ' 
that  ketoreth  must  have  "  crept  into  the  Jehovah  worship  as 
an  innovation  from  foreign  cultus,"  by  means  of  Jeremiah  and 
Zephaniah,  in  the  days  of  Josiah,  a  king  who  expelled  "  foreign 
cultus," and  restored  "the  Jehovah  worship"  to  its  purity?  If 
we  are  to  "  conjecture,"  let  us,  at  least,  be  reasonably  probable  ] 
in  our  "  conjectures,"  and  not  fly  four  centuries  down  from 
probability. 

But  we  have  abundantly  shown  that  our  author  is  "  con- 
jecturing "*af ter  causes  for  events,  that  never  occurred.  There  is 
not  an  atom  of  proof  that  the  Israelitish  offering  of  incense 
began  in  Jeremiah's    day  :    Jeremiah  himself  points  to  its 
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existence,  through  long  previons  ages.  These  words,  "  one  is 
tempted  to  conjecture^''^  might  be  written,  as  an  appropriate 
scroll,  at  the  top  of  almost  every  page  of  Wellhansen's  Fro- 
legomena.  His  whole  work  does  not  give  the  results  that 
straightforward  investigation  has  supplied  him  with,  it  gives 
merely  the  accumulations  of  what  he  has  been  ^^  tempted  to 
conjecture.^*  And  his  infirmity  is  that  he  falls  very  readily 
into  that  **  temptation.** 

(F) 

We  said  that,  in  connection  with  the  introduction  of  incense, 

fWellhausen  has  discovered  the  imposition,  on  an  unsuspecting 
world,  of  a  belief  in  a  piece  of  tabernacle  furniture,  which 
Moses  never  ordered,  and  which  Ezekiel  never  saw  in  vision. 
'  And,  having  considered  what  he  has  been  **  tempted  to  conjec- 
ture "  about  incense,  we  have  now  to  consider  what  he  has 
been  "  tempted  to  conjecture  "  about  its  correlate,  the  golden 
altar  for  incense.  His  "  conjecture,"  or  rather  his  undoubting 
certainty,  is  that  the  construction  of  that  altar  is  a  pure 
invention. 

Is  it  not  amazing  what  a  hot-bed  of  chicanery  our  author 
has  discovered  the  oracles  of  Ood  to  be  ?  He  takes  us  inside 
the  door  of  the  holy  place,  and  tells  us  that  the  golden  altar, 
which  every  Jew  believes  to  be  standing  there,  is  a  pure — 
Imagination  !  That  altar  is  a  shadow  ;  it  never  had  substan- 
tial existence.  Some  forger  tacked  it  on,  in  Exod.  30,  to  the 
commands,  which  God  is  represented  as  giving  to  Moses,  for 
the  construction  of  the  tabernacle,  and  of  its  vessels.  It  must 
have  been  commanded  earlier,  he  says,  if  it  was  ever  commanded 
at  all.  And,  had  it  existed,  he  holds  it  must  have  figured  at 
Aaron's  consecration,  in  Lev.  8,  and  on  the  great  Day  of 
Atonement,  in  Lev.  16.  He  concludes  that  this  golden  altar  of 
incense  is  "everywhere  unknown,"  and  that  "the  altar  of 
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burnt-offering  is  the  only  altar."  Hei*e  and  there,  in  the 
Priestly  Code,  some  clumsy  forger  stuck  in  an  altar  of  incense, 
which  never  had  existence.  That  we  are  not  mis-representing 
our  author,  will  be  evident  from  his  own  words,  which 
follow : — 

«  But  the  importance  which  it  has  attained  in  the  ritual  legisla- 
tion of  the  Pentateuch  is  manifest  above  all  from  this,  that  it  has  ^ 
led  to  the  invention  of  a  peculiar  new  and  highly  sacred  piece  of  s 
furniture,  namely,  the  golden  altar  in  the  inner  tabernacle,  which  ' 
is  unknown  to  history,  and  which  is  foreign  even  to  the  kernel  of  ] 
the  Priestly  Code  itself. 

"We  expect  to  find  the  altar  of  incense  in  Exod.  25 — 29*  but 
find  it  instead  aa  an  appendim  at  the  beginning  of  Exod.  30.  Why 
not  until  now  P  why  thus  separated  from  the  other  furnishings  of 
the  inner  sanctuary  ?  and  not  only  so,  but  even  after  the  ordinances 
relating  to  the  adornment  of  the  priests,  and  the  inauguration  of 
the  divine  service  P  The  reason  why  the  author  of  Chaps.  25—29  is 
thus  silent  about  the  altar  of  incense  in  the  passage  in  which  the  ? 
furniture  of  the  tabernacle,  consisting  of  ark,  table,  and  candle- ., 
stick,  is  described,  is,  that  he  does  not  know  it.  There  is  no  other  [ 
possibility ;  for  he  cannot  have  forgotten  it.  And  the  phenomenon  ' 
is  repeated ;  the  altar  of  incense  occurs  only  in  certain  portions  of 
the  Priestly  Code,  and  is  absent  from  others  where  it  could  not 
possibly  have  been  omitted,  had  it  been  known.  The  rite  of  the 
most  solemn  atoning  sacrifice  takes  place  in  Lev.  4  indeed  on  the 
golden  altar,  but  in  Exod.  29,  Lev.  8,  9,  without  its  use.  A  still 
more  striking  circumstance  is,  that  in  passages  where  the  hohest 
incense-offering  itself  is  spoken  of,  no  trace  can  be  discovered  of 
the  corresponding  altar.  This  is  particularly  the  case  in  Lev.  16. 
To  bum  incense  in  the  sanctuary,  Aaron  takes  a  censer,  fills  it  with 
coals  from  the  altar  of  burnt-offering  (verses  12, 18-20),  and  lays 
the  incense  upon  them  in  the  adytum.  Similarly  in  Lev.  10, 
Num.  16,  17,  incense  is  offered  on  censers,  of  which  each  priest 
possesses  one.  The  coals  are  taken  from  the  altar  of  burnt-offering 
(Num.  17.  11 ;  A.V.  16.  46),  which  is  plated  with  the  censers  of 
the  Korahite  Levites  (17.  3,  4;  A.  V.  16.  38,  39) ;  whoever  takes 
fiare  from  any  other  source,  incurs  the  penalty  of  death  (Lev.  10. 1 
seq.).  The  altar  of  incense  is  everywhere  unknown  here;  the 
alter  of  bumt-offering  is  the  only  altar,  and,  moreover,  is  always 
called  simply  the  alta^,  as  for  example,  even  in  Exod.  27>  where  it 
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would  have  been  specially  necessary  to  add  the  qualifying  expres*^ 
sion.  Only  in  certain  later  portions  of  the  Priestly  Code  does  the 
name  altar  of  burnt-offering  occur,  viz.,  in  those  passages  which  do 
recognise  the  altar  of  incense.  In  this  connection  the  command 
of  Exod.  27  OS  compared  with  the  execution  of  Exod.  38  is  charac* 
teristic"  (pp.  65,  66). 

We  also  give  a  footnote,  in  which  he  seems  to  fear  that  his 
objection,  founded  on  the  mere  non-appearance  of  the  altar,  till 
Chap.  30,  will  be  ridiculed  as  vain,  and  in  which  he,  therefore, 
pxtemporises  some  curious  principles  of  composition  for  the 
writer,  of  which  principles  the  writer  himself  makes  no 
jnention : — 

"There  is  a  peculiar  perversity  in  meeting  the  objection  by 
alleging  other  singularities  in  the  ordinance,  as  for  example,  that 
the  vessels  of  the  tabernacle  are  appointed  (chap.  25)  before  the 
tabernacle  itself  (chap.  26).  This  last  is  no  eccentricity ;  the  order 
in  commanding  is  first  the  end,  and  then  the  means ;  but  in  o6ey- 
ing,  the  order  is  reversed.  In  like  manner,  it  is  not  at  all  sur- 
prising, if  subsidiary  implements,  such  as  benches  for  slaughtering, 
or  basins  for  washing,  which  have  no  importance  for  the  cultus, 
properly  so  called,  should  be  either  passed  over  altogether,  or 
merely  brought  in  as  an  appendix.  The  case  is  not  at  all  parallel 
with  the  omission  of  the  most  important  utensil  of  the  sanctuary 
from  the  very  passage  to  which  it  necessarily  belongs"  (p.  ^, 
note  1). 

What  an  extraordinary  piece  of  patch-work  that  Priestly 
Code  is  I  Not  only  is  it,  as  a  whole,  a  forgery,  attributing  to 
Moses  what  Moses  never  heard  of,  and  flanked,  on  either  side, 
by  other  Codes,  against  which  it  is  "  polemical,"  but  it  is,  in  its 
details,  "a  house  divided  against  itself";  it  has  "a  kernel," 
and  an  "  older  corpus,"  and  "  later  portions,"  and  gross  "  inter- 
polations," so  that  any  serviceable  idea  of  its  origin  is,  practi- 
cally, un-attainable  :  **  cut  it  down,  why  cumbereth  it  the  holy 
ground  "  ?  The  free  onslaught  on  its  verity,  and  on  its  consis- 
tency, in  the  two  forgoing  quotations  from  Wellhausen,  it  will 
not  be  difficult  to  turn  aside.    It  will  be  seen  that  he  marshals, 
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with  great  confidence,  three  main  arguments  against  the  reality 
of  the  altar  of  incense  :  first,  there  is  no  historical  corrobora- 
tion of  its  existence  :  secondly,  its  appeai'ance,  in  Exod.  30, 
is  inconsistent  with  a  principle  of  "  means  "  and  "  m^,"  and, 
unwarrantably,  asks  us  to  receive  it,  in  a  mere  '^appendix'': 
thirdly,  it  could  not  have  existed,  without  being  mentioned  in 
Lev.  8,  9,  and  16,  We  shall  take  these  three  arguments  in 
order, 

I.  His  first  argument  against  the  altar  is  that  it  is  ^^  un-  ^ 
known  to  history,"  «.«.,  it  is  not  referred  to,  in  the  other  Books  > 
of  Scripture,  in  the  way  he  thinks  it  ought  to  have  been. 

(1)  Our  first  preliminary  answer  is  that  this  is  the  familiar, 
and  shadowy,  argument  from  mere  silence  again.  An  express 
historic  statement  is  repudiated,  merely  because  subsequent 
historic  references  to  it,  such  as  our  author  is  inclined  to  call 
for,  are  wanting.  This  will  come  in,  for  further  notice,  as  we 
proceed. 

(2)  Will  our  author  hold  that  the  "  Veil "   {parocheth),  5 
separating  the  holy  place  from  the  Holy  of  Holies,  is  a  myth  ? 
that  it  was  never  woven,  and  never  hung  ?    He  may  as  well 
hold  that^  as  deny  the  reality  of  the  altar  of  incense.     For,  ' 
apart  from  the  directions  about  the  "  Veil,"  in  the  Priestly 
documents,  it  is  never  mentioned  in  the  whole  Old  Testament.  ' 
It  is  "  unknown  to  history  "  ! 

(8)  Will  he  hold  that  the  "Plate"  {Tsits)  of  pure  gold,  / 
which  had  engraven  on  it,  like  the  engravings  of  a  signet, 
"  Holy  to  Jehovah,"  was  a  myth  ?  What  "  halo  of  sanctity  " 
could  be  greater  than  that,  with  which  this  "  plate  "  is  invested 
(Exod.  28.  36-39)  ?  The  forgiveness  of  the  sins,  in  worship,  of 
the  whole  camp  of  Israel,  depended  on  the  due  wearing  of  that 
"  plate  "  by  the  high-priest.  It  was  to  be  as  enduring  a  means 
of  retaining  the  divine  favour,  as  the  daily  morning  and  evening 
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burnt-offeringfl  :  "  it  shall  be  always  on  his  forehead  that 
I  they  may  be  accepted  before  the  Lord.'*  Yet  to  "  this  plate, 
thvs  invested  with  such  a  halo  of  sanctity, ^"^  not  a  sectary  refOT- 
ence,  however  slight,  occnrs  in  the  whole  Old  Testament,  apart 
from  Moses's  original  command  to  make  it  for  Aaron  I  It  is 
.  "  unknown  to  histoiy  I " 

(4)  Will  he  hold  that  the  "  Eobe  '*  {Meil),  appointed  to  be 
worn  above   the    ephod,  was  a  myth  ?    Its  construction   is 
minutely  described,  and  it  was  to  have  "  golden  bells  "  between 
its  ^^  pom^ranates,"  the  sound  of  which  was  to  preserve  the 
(  high-priest  from  death,  when  he  went  in  to,  and  out  from,  the 
j  holy  place  (Exod  28.  31-85).    Yet  neither  the  *'  robe,*'  nor  its 
"  golden  bells,"  are  again  referred  to,  in  the  whole  Old  Testa- 
.  ment.    They  are  "  unknown  to  history  "  I    Although,  there- 
fore, it  were  the  fact  that  there  is  nothing,  in  the  subsequent 
"  history,"  to  assert,  or  to  imply,  the  "  altar  of  incense,"  that 
would  not  prove  that  it  was  "  unknown,"  and  that  it  was  not 
being  daily  sacrificed  on,  from  one  generation  to  another. 

II.  But  we  proceed  to  show  that  the  altar  is  far  from  being 
as  "  unknown  to  history,"  as  our  author  represents. 
'  It  is  distinctly  mentioned  (not  merely  in  Chronicles,  but  in 
Kings)  at  the  erection  of  Solomon's  Temple.  In  1  Kings  6  it 
is  stated,  twice  over  (in  verse  20,  and  then  in  verse  22),  that 
there  was  an  "altar,"  connected  with  the  holy  place,  quite 
away  from  the  altar  of  burnt-offering,  and  that  he  overlaid  its 
cedar  with  gold — "  the  whole  altar  that  belonged  to  the  oracle 
he  overlaid  with  gold."  How  could  the  altar  of  incense  be 
more  explicitly  acknowledged?  It  is  expressly  called  the 
"  altar  "  again,  in  the  following  chapter,  when  a  summary  is 
given  of  the  golden  vessels,  constructed  by  Solomon :  "  And 
Solomon  made  all  the  vessels,  that  were  in  the  house  of  the 
Lord :  the  golden  altar,  and  the  table,  whereupon  the  shew- 
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bread  was,  of  gold  :  and  the  candlesticks,  five  on  the  right  side, 
and  five  on  the  left,  before  the  oracle,  of  pure  gold  ;  and  the 
flowers,  and  the  lamps,  and  the  tongs  of  gold,"  &c.  (1  Kings 
7.  48-50).  Does  this  look  as  though  an  "  altar,"  inside  the 
sanctuary,  was  "  unknown  "  in  Israel  ? 

Our  author  refers  to  these  verses,  on  p.  67,  and  how  does  he 
evade  them  ?    With  the  help  of  Imagination,  he  has  no  diffi- 
culty whatever.     (1)  He  suggests  (without  a  particle  of  proof) '^ 
that  "  the  golden  altar,"  in  6.  20,  means  the  table  for  shew- 
bread  !    This  is  both  un-asserted,  and  untenable.    The  great  • 
altar  of  burnt-offering  is  sometimes,  metaphorically,  called  Gkni's 
"  table  "  (as  in  Malachi,  where  the  victims  are  also  called  His 
"  bread  ")  ;  but  a  mere  table  is  never  treated,  nor  designated, 
as  an  altar.    (2)  Then,  the  fact  that  J^  are  Ihehtioned,"  in"^ 
7.  48,  is  overthrown  by  the  never-failing  device  of  an  interpo-  ! 
laUon!    ^Nothing  is  less  improbable  than  that  some  later  > 
transcriber  should  have  interpolated  the  golden  table  in  7.  48, 
regarding  it,  in  accordance  with  the  Pentateuch,  as  distinct 
from  the  golden  altar,  and  therefore  considering  its  absence  as 
an  omission  "  (p.  67).    But  this  "  transcriber,"  and  his  mental 
operations,  are  pure  and  absolute  guesses  :   there  is  not  the 
veriest  shade  of  eindence,  in  support  of  either.    And  if  random 
guesses  are  to  extinguish  plain  historic  statements,  historic  cer- 
titude is  gone.    Besides,  why  did  the  "  transcriber  "  not  "  in- 
terpolate the   golden  table"  into  Chap,  6,  as  well  as    into 
Chap.  7,  so  as  to  make    both   chapters  orthodox,  and  "in 
accordance    with    the    Pentateuch "  ?    Is  it  fair  to    invent 
cunning,  and  unscrupulous,  "  transcribers,"  and  yet  leave  them 
destitute  of  the  very  rudiments  of  intellectual  observation  ? 

Let  us  add  that  the  verses,  just  quoted,  suggest  another  caustic 
comment  on  Wellhausen's  pretence  that  the  altar  of  incense  is 
"  unknown  to  history."  Among  the  utensils,  which  he  regards 
as  origiyialJy  (and  not  by  way  of  surreptitious  "  appendix ") 
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prescribed  in  the  Priestly  Code,  is  the  golden  candlestick,  with 
its  knops,  cups,  branches,  &c.  This  was  the  very  article,  which 
stood  beside  the  altar  of  incense,  in  the  holy  place.  Now, 
wherein  does  the  evidence  of  "  history,"  in  favour  of  the  one, 
differ  from  the  evidence  of  "  history,"  in  favour  of  the  other  f 
f  From  the  days  of  Moses,  to  the  day  when  Nebuchadnezzar 
;  burned  the  Temple,  the  only  reference  to  the  golden  candle- 
stick is  that  which  we  have  just  quoted  from  1  Kings  7.  48  I 
If  the  altar  of  incense  is  "  unknown  to  history,"  though  it  is 
twice  attested  in  1  Kings,  are  we  to  say  that  the  candlestick  is 
"  known  to  history,"  when  it  is  only  oiice  attested  there  ? 
Further,  it  is  vain  to  urge  that  the  "golden  table"  is  an 
intruder,  in  1  Kings  7,  seeing  it  is  not  specified  in  Chap.  6  : 
for,  by  the  same  reasoning,  the  cundlestick  must  be  eliminated 
from  7.  48,  seeing  it  also  is  not  mentioned  in  6.  20-22  ;  and  it 
would  thus  be  left  utterly  "unknown  to  history,"  like  the 
"Veil,"  and  the  "Plate,"  and  the  " Robe,"  to  which  we  have 
already  referred. 

We  have  made  it  abundantly  clear  that  Wellhausen  has 
nothing  but  wild  Imagination  to  oppose  to  the  twice-pre- 
sented evidence  of  Kings,  that  God's  sanctuary  did  contain  a 
"  golden  altar,"  in  the  days  of  Solomon. 

III.  But  the  emphatic  testimony,  from  the  author  of  Bangs, 
does  not  stand  alone. 

(1)  There  are  two  clear  implications  of  the  golden  altar,  in 
the  Book  of  Ezekiel.  In  9.  2,  his  guide  shows  him  six  men, 
coming  from  the  upper  gate,  with  battleaxes,  and  a  seventh, 
with  an  ink-horn,  and  he  adds  :  "  And  they  went  in  and  stood 
beside  the  brazen  altar  J'''  Why  is  the  altar  designated  "  the 
brazen,"  if  there  was  no  altar,  of  a  different  material,  from 
which  to  discriminate  it  ?  Let  us  remember  it  is  a  priest^  who 
had  oflSciated  in  the  Temple,  who  uses  the  words. 
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The  same  thing  is  implied  in  his  Closing  Vision.  We  demur 
to  quoting  that  Vision,  as  a  precise  outline  of  actual  sacrificial 
arrangements  in  Israel ;  but  his  symbolism  is  essentially,  and 
manifoldly,  drawn  from  the  Temple-worship,  and,  if  he  indi- 
cates the  two  altars,  this  is  a  strong  corroboration  of  their 
actual  existence  in  the  Temple.  That  he  does  indicate  two 
altars,  is  undeniable.  He  indicates  one  (just  as  Moses  and 
Sol(Mnon  do)  in  the  court,  outside  the  house  :  "  and  he  measured 
the  court,  an  hundred  cubits  long,  and  an  hundred  cubits  broad, 
foursquare  ;  and  the  altar  was  before  the  house  "  (Ezek.  40. 47). 
When  he  is  led  further  in,  he  comes  to  the  other  altar  :  "  the 
altar  was  of  wood,  three  cubits  high  and  the  length  (top  ?) 
thereof  two  cubits ;  and  its  comers,  and  its  length  (top  r),  and 
its  walls,  it  had  of  wood  :  and  he  said  to  me.  This  is  the  table 
that  is  before  the  Lord  "  (Ezek.  41.  22).  On  p.  67,  our  author 
holds  that  the  only  reference,  in  this  verse,  is  to  the  shewbread 
table ;  but  this  is  mere  un-substantiated  assertion.  He  would 
also  translate  hammizheach  ^ets,  "an  altar  of  wood";  but  this 
is  indefensible ;  as  a  professor  of  Oriental  Languages,  he 
knows  that  the  article  prevents  mizheach  being  in  the  construct 
state.  It  may  also  be  noted  that  the  shewbread  table  is  not 
described,  in  Exod.  25,  as  having  "  tvallsy^  but  the  golden  altar, 
in  Exod.  30,  has  "walls."  Ezekiel gives  his  altar  "  walls,"  and 
uses  the  identical  word,  kirothj  aa  is  used  in  Exod.  30.  Clearly, 
it  is  a  second  "  altar,"  which  Ezekiel  sees  in  vision,  and,  as  far 
as  a  vision  can  be  appealed  to,  he  is  quite  "  polemical "  against 
the  altar  of  incense  being  "  unknown  to  history." 

(2)  The  evidence  of  Chronicles  is  also  clear  in  favour  of  the 
historicity  of  the  altar.  Our  author  varies  in  his  treatment  of 
the  Chronicler  :  at  one  time,  he  denounces  him  as  an  unmiti- 
gated romancer  :  at  another  time,  he  appeals  to  him  for 
countenance,  and  for  proof.  We  quote  him  now,  because,  in  the 
matter  of  incense,  it  will  be  remembered  we  were  sent  to  the 
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Chronicler  for  credible  testimony.  "  Thenceforward  incense  is 
mentioned  in  Ezekiel,  in  Isaiah  (40 — 66),  in  Nehemiah,  and  in 
Chronicles ;  the  references  are  continuous  "  (p.  65).  Now,  if  we 
are  to  take  the  Chronicler's  guidance  regarding  incense,  we  must 
follow  that  guidance  fully.  What  then  does  he  tell  us  ?  He 
tells  us  that  the  altar  of  incense  was  quite  well  known  to  David, 
and  that  it  was  one  of  the  articles,  for  whose  construction  he 
laid  op  in  store  for  Solomon  :  ^^  and  for  the  altar  of  incense 
refined  gold  by  weight "  (1  Chron.  28.  18).  He  tells  us  that 
the  altar  of  incense  was  quite  well  known  to  Uzziah,  and  that 
it  was  for  going  in  to  offer  incense  upon  it,  that  this  king  was 
struck  with  leprosy :  "  he  went  into  the  Temple  of  the  Lord 
to  bum  incense  upon  the  altar  of  incense"  (2  Chron.  26.  16). 
He  also  mentions  both  altars  (of  burnt-offering  and  of  incense) 
together,  as  having,  from  the  first,  been  ministered  on  by 
Aaron  and  his  sons  (1  Chron.  6.  49).  Now,  it  will  hardly  do 
to  teU  us  to  rely  on  what  the  Chronicler  says  of  incense,  in  days 
subsequent  to  Jeremiah,  and,  at  the  same  time,  to  tell  us  to 
treat  him  as  a  deliberate  story-teller,  in  what  he  says  of  incense 
in  the  days  of  Aaron,  and  of  David,  and  of  Uzziah.  The 
Chronicler  proves,  in  the  clearest  (and  most  undesigning) 
manner,  that  the  altar  of  incense  is  not  "  unknown  to  history." 
(3)  It  is  fair  to  urge,  further,  that  the  existence  of  the  altar 
of  incense,  so  far  from  being  an  unexpected  offence,  is  really  a 
harmonious  correlate  to  the  ascertained  facts  of  Israel's  history. 
We  have  seen  that  Jeremiah,  and  Ezekiel,  and  Hosea,  and  the 
author  of  Kings,  all  point  to  the  offering  of  incense,  as  an 
ancient  (though  generally  abused)  ordinance,  in  Israel.  If  so, 
the  want  of  an  altar  of  incense  would  be  a  historical  anachrou' 
ism.  The  true  "history"  of  Israel  demands  the  altar  of 
incense.    And  we  have  shown  that  it  supplies  it. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


FOBOING  AN  ALTAB.  847 

(6) 
Onr  author's  second  argument,  against  this  altar,  is  drawn 
from  its  being  prescribed  in  Exod.  30,  instead  of  in  Exod.  25. 
This  latter  chapter  (25)  is  "  the  passage  in  which  the  furniture 
of  the  tabernacle,  consisting  of  ark,  table,  and  candlestick,  is 
described  ";  it  is,  therefore,  "  the  very  passage  to  which  it  (the 
altar  of  incense)  necessarily  belongs.'*  To  put  it  into  Chap.  30 
violates  the  jHinciple  of  "means"  and  "end."  Besides, 
Chap,  30  is  a  mere  "  appendix,"  and,  as  such,  is  an  unsuit- 
able receptacle  for  such  a  dignified  article  as  the  golden 
altar. 

I.  The  separation  of  Exod.  30  from  Exod.  25 — 29  is  a  pure 
Imagination,  on  the  part  of  Wellhausen.  The  contents  of  Exod. 
30  are  an  essential  part  of  the  divine  instructions  to  Moses,  and 
the  suppression  of  them  would  throw  the  fulfilment  of  these 
instructions  (in  Exod.  35 — 39)  into  inexplicable  disorder.  The 
construction  of  the  altar  of  incense  is  included,  not  as  an  ap- 
pendix, but  in  the  heart  of  the  other  utensils  (Exod.  37.  25-28). 
When  everything  is  finished,  and  ready  to  be  presented  to 
Moses,  the  altar  of  inoense  again  figures  in  the  heart  of  the 
summary  of  things  presented  (39.  83-41).  When  Moses  rears 
up  the  tabemade,  and  puts  all  the  articles  in  their  places,  the 
altar  of  incense  is  again  in  the  heart  of  them  (40. 18-83).  Now, 
to  make  out  his  point,  Wellhausen  must  hold  that  these  inser- 
tions of  the  altar  of  incense  are  forgeries  too.  But  they  do  not 
correspond  with  the  style  of  forgery^  followed  in  Chap.  30.  We 
are  asked  to  accept  a  forger,  who  cunningly  conceals  his  work, 
by  three  unexceptionable  entries,  in  the  fulfilment  of  God's 
orders,  but  who  writes  down  his  folly,  and  his  exposure,  by  a 
glaring  mis-entry,  in  the  delivery  of  God's  orders.  If  it  was 
forgery  he  was  at,  what  necessity  was  laid  upon  him  to  insert 
the  altar  of  incense,  in  Chap.  30,  instead  of  in  Chap.  25  ?    We 
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venture  to  pose,  as  "Higher  Critics,"  for  a  moment,  and  to 
reject  this  forger,  on  the  ground  of  diversity  of  plan. 

II.  As  to  the  grand  argument  that  the  ordering  of  vessels, 
and  the  construction  of  vessels,  must  figure  in  *^ reversed''^ 
enumerations,  as  being  "  means  "  and  "  end,"  it  will  not  stand 
a  moment's  investigation.  The  vessels  (he  says)  are  "com- 
manded "  before  the  tabernacle,  as  being  "  the  end  "  (25),  but 
they  are  "  constructed "  after  it,  as  t^  is  "  the  means "  (37). 
Why,  if  we  take  him  to  31.  7,  we  have  God  summing  up  the 
commands,  and  he  puts  the  tabemade  (as  a  command)  before 
the  vessels  I  If  we  take  him  to  35.  10-12,  we  have  Moses,  for 
the  first  time,  rehearsing  the  commands  to  all  the  congregation, 
and  he  puts  the  tabernacle,  with  all  its  boards  and  pillars  (as 
commands),  before  all  the  vessels  I  Is  there  not  a  "  peculiar 
perversity "  in  both  God,  and  Moses,  showing  themselves  so 
ignorant  of  Wellhausen's  principle  ? 

If  our  author's  principle  of  "  means  "  and  "  ends  "  were  worth 
anything,  it  should  apply  to  the  altar  (the  "  end "),  and  the 
hangings  of  its  court  (the  "  means  ")  to  enclose  it.  Well,  in  27, 
all  seems  right,  the  altar  first,  and  the  court-hangings  after- 
wards :  but  alas  !  for  our  author's  principle ;  "  the  order  is  not 
reversed,"  but  is  maintained,  in  38,  when  the  fulfilment  comes, 
the  altar  first  again,  and  the  court  hangings  afterwards. 

If  the  principle  had  any  weight,  it  should  have  been  honoured 
at  the  Flood.  The  command  to  Noah  to  single  out,  for  pre- 
servation (the  "  end  "),  his  family  and  clean  animals  and  food, 
should  have  come  first,  and  the  command  to  build  the  ark  (the 
**  means  ")  should  have  come  second.  But  the  Jehovist  was  as 
ignorant  of  the  recondite  principle  as  the  Priestist ! 

In  fact,  it  is  quite  absurd  to  suppose  that  we  have  any  fixed 
delineation,  in  36 — 39,  of  the  order ,  in  which  the  various  articles 
were  constructed.    A  multitude  of  workers  were  engaged,  and, 
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surely,  common  sense  would  suggest  that  they  wrought  busily, 
and  simultaneomly.  "  Let  every  wise-hearted  man  among  you 
come  and  make  all  that  the  Lord  hath  commanded."  "All 
manner  of  workmanship  "  was  going  on.  There  were  "  weavers,"  • 
and  "embroiderers,"  and  "carpenters,"  and  "carvers,"  and 
"  engravers,"  and  "  smiths."  Did  all  the  other  workmen  stand 
idle,  while  the  weavers  began  with  the  ten  curtains,  and  the 
smiths  with  the  clasps  of  gold  ?  By-and-bye,  did  the  weavers 
join  the  idlers,  while  the  carpenters  came  forward  to  make 
the  boards  ?  By-and-bye,  did  the  weavers  get  their  hand  in 
£^in  at  the  veil,  &c.,  &c.  ?  That  is  the  farce,  which  we  must 
conjure  up,  if  we  suppose  that  each  particular  vessel  had 
to  be  finished,  before  a  fresh  vessel  was  adventured  on. 
Surely,  we  may  believe  there  were  carpenters  enough,  to  allow 
some  of  them  to  be  busy  with  the  boards,  while  others  were 
busy  with  the  ark  ;  and  what  matters  it  which  had  their  work 
first  completed  ?  Though  the  tent-curtains  9^^^  first  mentioned, 
may  not  the  court-hangings,  which  are  lust  mentioned,  have 
been  embroidered  simultaneously  ?  All  we  are  assured  of  is 
that  every  detail  was  duly  executed,  and  that  Moses  then,  by 
God's  conmiand,  set  up  all,  in  their  appointed  places* 

in.  The  principle,  by  which  the  '^appendix^^  theory  is 
sought  to  be  supported,  is  as  inconclusive  as  the  principle 
about  "  means  "  and  "  end."  He  says  all  the  other  contents 
of  Chap.  30  figure  naturally  there,  as  an  appendix,  but  the 
altar  of  incense  is  "the  most  important  utensil  of  the 
sanctuary,"  and,  if  commanded  at  all,  it  miist  have  been 
commanded  in  Chap.  25,  "the  very  passage  to  which  it 
necessarily  belongs,''^  We  have  already  urged  that  the  various 
chapters  form  one  "  passage,"  and  that  there  is  no  sacred,  nor 
uniform,  principle,  attaching  to  the  enumerations  at  all. 

(1)  But,  on  our  author's  ground,  how  can  the  "  veil  of  blue  ' 
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be  absent  from  Chap.  25  ?  That  chapter  mentions  several 
articles,  but  there  is  no  intimation  that  they  are  to  occupy 
very  different  apartments,  some  of  them  to  be  in  the  holy 
place,  and  others  in  the  Holy  of  Holies.  They  were  to  have  a 
separating  veil,  which  had  to  do  with  one  of  the  deepest 
solemnities  of  Judaism,  and  the  rending  of  which  was  to  be 
the  signal  that  the  whole  Jewish  system  had  passed  away. 
Why  are  the  articles  grouped  togetjier,  with  no  hint  of  their 
essential  separation  ?  The  veil  is  never  mentioned  till  the  close 
of  Chap.  26,  and,  even  then,  there  is  no  hint  of  the  difference 
of  honour,  attaching  to  the  vessels,  which  it  separated.  Shall 
we  say  that  "  the  author  of  Chap.  25  does  not  know "  (p.  66) 
of  the  veil,  and  of  its  uses  ?  Shall  we  say,  ^^  thert  is  no  other 
possibility;  for  he  cannot  haveforgottm  them  "  (p.  66)  ?     i 

(2)  The  "appendix"  itself  is  "polemical*^  against  our 
author's  principle.  In  verses  1-10  of  Chap.  30,  is  the  com- 
mand to  make  the  altar  of  incense,  and  for  Aaron  to  bum 
incense  of  sweet  spices  on  it.  But  the  command  for  the 
mixture  of  these  sweet  spices  is  not  given  till  far  down  in  the 
chapter,  verses  34-38.  Bettveen  the  two  commands,  a  variety 
of  un-related  matters  are  commemorated,  the  atonement-money, 
the  brazen  laver,  and  the  anointing  oil.  Are  not  the  sweet 
spices,  in  being  thus  separated  from  verses  1-10,  "  omitted 
from  the  very  passage  to  which  they  necessarily  belong  '*  ? 
Either  Moses,  who  wrote  the  whole  chapter,  or  the  forger,  who 
put  in  verses  1-10,  did  not  respect  our  author's  principle. 

(3)  Here  is  another  want  of  respect  for  the  principle.  In 
29.  4,  Moses  is  told  to  bring  Aaron  and  his  sons  "  to  the  door 
of  the  tabernacle,  and  wash  them  with  water."  But  the  com- 
mand to  "  make  a  laver  of  brass,  and  put  water  therein,"  is  not 
given  till  30. 17-21.  Between  the  two  commands,  we  have  again 
a  vaiiety  of  un-related  matters  prescribed,  the  continual  burnt- 
offering,  the  altar  of  incense,  and  the  atonement-money.    Shall 
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we  not  say  that  the  laver  of  brass  is  "  omitted  from  the  very 
passage  to  which  it  necessarilj^  belongs  "  ? 

(4)  It  is  the  same  with  the  anointing  oil.  Aaron  is  to  be 
anointed  with  it  in  89.  7,  bat  the  command  to  make  it  does 
not  come  till  30.  22-83.  The  two  commands  are  separated 
by  the  laver,  by  the  tax,  by  the  incense-altar,  and  by  the 
bnmt-offering. 

(5)  We  must  also  call  npon  Chap.  30  to  rebuke  our  author 
for  the  estimate,  which  he  mis-places  on  its  contents.  He  says 
that  (apart  from  the  altar  of  incense)  these  contents  are  **  sub- 
sidiary implements,"  that  they  "have  no  importance  for  the 
cultus  properly  so  called,"  and  that  they  are,  therefore,  such  as 
may  be  "  either  passed  over  altogether,  or  merely  brought  in  as 
an  appendix."  Let  us  look  at  the  descriptions,  and  see.  (a)  The 
first  is  the  payment  of  the  specified  ransom,  which  is,  on 
the  one  hand,  to  save  the  people  from  "  the  plague,"  and  to 
"  make  atonement  for  their  souls,"  and,  on  the  other  hand,  is 
(m  our  author'^s  opinion,  though  not  in  our's)  to  make  pro- 
vision for  the  conduct  of  the  whole  Temple  service  (11-16). 
(b)  The  next  is  the  construction,  and  filling,  of  the  laver,  the 
neglect  of  which  by  Aaron  (whensoever  he  approaches  the 
tabernacle)  k punishable  by  death ;  "  it  shall  be  a  statute  for  ever 
to  them,  even  to  him  and  to  his  seed,  throughout  their  genera- 
tions "  (17-21).  (c)  The  next  is  the  anointing  oil,  which  has 
to  be  prepared  with  the  utmost  nicety,  and  by  which  every 
minister,  and  every  vessel,  in  the  sanctuary,  have  to  be  conse- 
crated :  a  compound  which  is  to  be,  not  "  holy,"  but  "  most 
holy,"  which  dare  not  be  poured  "  on  the  flesh  of  man,"  and 
whose  composition  cannot  be  imitated,  on  pain  of  death  (22-83). 
(d)  The  last  is  the  incense  (ketoreth)  of  sweet  spices,  which  also 
is,  not  "holy,"  but  "most  holy,"  and  some  of  which  was  to  be 
placed  before  the  very  mercy-seat,  "  where  I  shall  meet  with 
thee  ":  a  compound  also  which  dare  not  be  imitated,  on  pain  of 
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death,  and  which  is  habitually  treated,  88  the  medium  of  a  most 
sacred  approach  to  Jehovah  (34-38).  What  is  to  be  thought 
of  an  author,  characterising  prescriptions,  of  which  such  things 
as  the  above  can  be  said,  as  "  subsidiary,"  as  practically  of  "  no 
importance,"  and  as  fit  only  to  be  "  passed  over,"  or  thrust  into 
"  an  appendix  "  I  The  least  tampering  with  three  of  them  is 
punishable  by  death  :  and,  on  the  fourth^  depend  deliverance 
from  the  plague,  and  (according  to  Wellhausen)  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  whole  service. 

Wellhausen  has  thus  "not  the  faintest  trace"  of  proof, 
either  that  Chap.  30  is  "an  appendix,"  or  that  verses  1-10 
have  been  "  interpolated "  into  it,  or  that  these  verses  are  ia 
improper  company.  Might  we  not  ask  him.  Is  he  not  making 
an  un-Pharisaic  distinction,  in  sacredness,  between  the  altar 
and  the  incense  that  is  burnt  on  the  altar  ?  If  the  sweet  spices 
themselves  are  a  mere  triviality  for  an  "  appendix,"  by  what 
logic  can  the  super-eminent  importance  of  their  altar  be 
possibly  reconciled  therewith  ? 

IV.  Having  thus  dealt  with  our  author's  frivolities  regarding 
the  position,  and  the  contents,  of  Exod.  30,  it  does  not  seem 
difficult  to  close  by  now  turning  the  tables  on  him,  and  showing 
that  the  literary  arrangement,  which  his  subjectivity  repudiates 
as  incredible,  is  a  quite  natural,  and  seemly,  arrangement.  We 
do  not,  indeed,  feel  it  at  all  necessary  to  prove  any  deep  design, 
on  the  part  of  the  writer  of  Exodus,  in  settling  the  position, 
which  he  has  assigned  to  the  altar  of  incense,  in  Exod.  30. 1-10. 
There  was,  quite  possibly,  hardly  any  design,  and  its  absence 
would  be  little  strange.  We  think  it  quite  conceivable,  how- 
ever, that  a  natural  enough  design  may  have  operated,  in  fixing 
where  the  altar  of  incense  is  first  brought  in. 

(1)  After  the  prescription  of  various  articles,  in  25,  26,  God 
proceeds  to  deal  with  the  great  altar  of  bumt-oflFering.    lu 
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27,  He  prescribes  the  altar  itself,  and  its  enclosing  court :  in 

28,  He  prescribes  a  priesthood,  with  their  robes,  to  minister  at 
it :  in  29,  He  prescribes  (1-37)  rites  of  most  solemn  inangnra^ 
tion  for  the  priesthood  and  the  altar,  closing  (38-46)  with  a 
prescription  of  the  perpetual  daily  sacrifices,  that  were  to  be 
offered,  morning  and  evening,  upon  that  altar,  throughout 
their  generations.  Having  thus,  practically,  devoted  three  chap* 
ters  to  the  great  central  altar  of  the  system,  was  it  unnatural 
that  God  should  straightway  pass  to  the  prescription  of  another, 
quite  different,  altar,  less  prominent,  and  more  restricted  in  ito 
uses,  which  the  system  was  also  to  embrace?  This  He 
straightway  does,  in  the  beginning  of  Chap.  30.  The  altar, 
with  which  all  the  people  were  to  be  familiar,  and  on  which  all 
kinds  of  their  sacrifices  were  to  be  freely  offered,  is  first,  at 
great  length,  disposed  of  (its  court,  its  priests,  its  consecration, 
its  unalterable  daily  sacrifices) :  and  a  shorter  description  is 
immediately  given  of  a  less  important  altar,  which  none  of  the 
people  were  to  see,  and  to  which  none  of  their  ordinary  sacri- 
fices were  to  be  brought,  but  which  had  nevertheless  an 
important  ceremonial  purpose  to  subserve.  Had  it  suited 
Wellhausen's  "thesis,"  we  venture  to  think  he  would  have 
glorified  the  naturalness  of  this  arrangement,  in  very  decided 
terms. 

(2)  Not  only  have  we  thus  the  concatenation  of  the  two 
altars,  but  we  have  also  the  near,  and  appropriate,  conjunction 
of  the  two  priestly  occupations,  by  which  every  morning  and 
evening  were  to  be  signalised,  in  the  sanctuary.  The  closing 
verses  of  29  specify  the  burnt-offerings,  with  meal-offerings, 
and  drink-offerings,  which  were  to  be  laid  on  the  altar  of 
burnt-offering,  every  morning,  and  every  evening  :  the  opening 
verses  of  30  deal  with  another  priestly  service,  that  has  to  be 
rendered,  at  the  beginning,  and  at  the  close,  of  each  day. 
** Aaron  shall  bum  thereon  incense  of  sweet  spices:    every 
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morning,  when  he  dresseth  the  lamps,  he  shall  bum  it.  And, 
when  Aaron  lighteth  the  lamps  at  even,  he  shall  bum  it,  a  per- 
petual incense  before  the  Lord  throughout  your  generations  " 
(30.  7,  8).  Is  not  this  a  natural  enough  sequel  to  the  other 
service,  which  had  just  been  described  as  follows  :  "  The  one 
lamb  thou  shalt  offer  in  the  morning,  and  the  other  lamb  thou 
shalt  offer  at  even  :  ...  it  shall  be  a  continual  burat- 
ofifering,  throughout  your  generations "  (29.  29,  42)  ? 
<  There  are  to  be  two  perpetual  priestly  offerings,  presented, 
;  every  morning  and  every  evening,  on  their  respective  altars  : 
S  is  it  an  unnatural,  and  incredible,  arrangement  that  they  should 
( be  prescribed,  in  immediate  succession  ? 

(3)  We  would  add  that  this  arrangement  allows  an  essential 
contrast  between  the  two  altars  to  be  very  appositely  comme- 
morated. The  precise  materials,  and  quantities,  in  which  bumt- 
offering,  meal-offering,  and  drink-offering  are  to  be  daily 
offered,  on  the  great  altar,  have  just  been  specified  :  this  leads 
on  to  an  injunction  that  nofis  of  these  three  kinds  of  offerings 
must  ever  reaoh  the  other  altar.  "Ye  shall  ofifer  thereon 
neither  bumt-offering,  nor  meal-oflfering ;  and  ye  shall  pour  no 
drink-offering  thereon"  (30.  9).  Does  not  the  one  passage 
connect  most  naturally,  and  instractively,  with  the  other  ? 
And  would  these  relations  have  been  so  aptly  suggested,  had 
the  altar  of  incense  been  placed  in  25  f  Wellhausen  looks  only 
at  (what  we  may  call)  the  geography  of  the  sanctuary  :  had  he 
looked  at  its  chronology,  and  at  its  praxis,  as  well,  he  might 
never  have  discovered  the  "  appendix." 

We  are  far  from  urging  that  the  above  relations,  between  the 
close  of  29  and  the  commencement  of  30,  are  either  possessed  of 
importance,  or  are  capable  of  proof.  We  merely  suggest  them 
as  showing  the  unwarrantableness  of  Wellhausen^s  dogmatism 
that  7W  reasonable  author  could,  possibly,  have  placed  the  open- 
ing verses  of  30,  vhere  they  are.    This  is  a  point,  which  it 
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needs  no  Hebrew  scholarship  to  canvass.  Let  the  Bible  student, 
therefore,  though  he  know  nothing  but  his  English  version, 
now  ponder  Wellhausen's  argument  that,  if  25 — 31  were 
spoken  by  one  and  the  same  God,  the  opening  verses  of  30 
must  "  necessarily  "  have  appeared  in  25;  that  there  is  "  no  possi- 
bility^^ of  His  having  spoken  them,  where  they  stand,  in  30. 
It  is  an  excellent  sample  of  the  houses  of  cards,  with  which 
our  author  bestrews  almost  his  every  page,  and  of  the  lofty 
certitude,  with  which  he  straightway  declares  these  houses  to 
be  "scientificaUy,"  and  inmioveably,  constructed. 

(H) 

Our  author's  third,  and  last,  argument,  against  the  altar  of 
incense,  is  that  it  is  not  referred  to,  in  Lev.  8,  9,  nor  in  Lev. 
16,  and  that  this  circumstance  proves  conclusively  that  it  was 
unknown  to  the  writer  of  these  chapters.  Neither  our  author's 
acumen,  nor  his  dictatorial  utterance,  can  here  again  save  his 
reasoning  from  the  charge  of  glaring  inconsequence.  We 
shall  take  the  two  sacrificial  narratives,  on  which  he  builds,  in 
succession. 

I.  He  states  his  argument,  in  regard  to  the  first,  as 
follows  :— 

"  The  altar  of  incense  occurs  only  in  certain  portions  of  the  s 
Priestly  Code,  and  is  absent  from  others  where  it  could  not  possibly 
have  been  omitted,  had  it  been  known.    The  rite  of  the  most 
solemn  atoning  sacrifice  takes  place  in  Lev.  4,  indeed  on  the  golden 
altar,  but  in  Exod.  29,  Lev.  S,  9f  without  its  use  "  (p.  66), 

(1)  The  simple  answer  to  our  author  is  that  he  is 
here  stating  the  thing  that  is  not.  The  atoning  sacrifice 
in  Lev.  4  does  not  "take  place  on  the  golden  altar." 
Let  any  one  read  the  chapter,  and  see.  The  chapter  describes 
four  classes  of  sin-offerings,  and  the  whole  four  are  offered 
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on  the  altar  of  bomt-offering  I  In  the  first,  and  seoond, 
classes,  some  of  the  blood  is  put  on  the  horns  of  the 
golden  altar,  bnt  the  whole  of  the  sacrificial  portions,  for 
Jehovah,  are  oonsnmed  on  the  altar  of  burnt-offering.  In 
the  third,  and  fourth,  classes  (which  would  include  the  vast 
majority  of  actual  sin-offerings)  the  golden  altar  is  never  once 
referred  to ;  the  blood-sprinkling,  and  the  flesh-burning,  are 
both  assigned  to  the  altar  of  burnt-offering.  Can  anything 
exceed  the  inaccuracy,  which  makes  the  whole  account  of 
Lev.  4  be  that  its  sacrifice  "  takes  place  on  the  goldon  altar  "  ? 
The  burning  of  flesh,  on  that  altar,  would  have  violated  its 
fundamental  law,  in  Exod.  30.  9. 

(2)  The  first,  and  second,  classes  of  sin-offerings,  in  Lev.  4, 
are  for  quite  exceptional  occasions,  which  would,  probably,  be 
of  rare  occurrence.  The  first  occasion  is  when  an  anointed 
high-priest  has,  unwittingly,  sinned  in  holy  things,  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  entail  guilt  on  the  whole  congr^ation :  the 
second  occasion  is  when  the  whole  congregation  have  them- 
selves, unwittingly,  gone  astray,  by  violating  some  divine  pro- 
hibition, and  the  transgression  has  remained  hid  from  them, 
for  a  time,  and  has,  at  last,  been  brought  to  their  knowledge. 
Neither  of  these  occasions  is  described  as  having  arisen,  in 
Lev.  8,  9.  The  attempt,  therefore,  to  set  up  these  chapters  as 
a  contradiction  to  Lev.  4.  is  quite  futile.  Instead  of  saying 
"the  altar  could  not  possibly  have  been  mnitted,'*^  it  would 
have  been  literal  truth  to  say  "  the  altar  could  not  possibly 
have  been  mentioned^'  in  Lev.  8,  9,  if  Lev.  4  were  taken 
as  guide  I 

(3)  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  Exod.  29  is  not  a 
separate  sacrifice  at  all.  It  merely  commands  what  Lev.  8,  9 
describe,  bs fulfilled.  And  their  ceremonial  is  not  an  ordinary 
recurring  one,  but  a  unique  inauguration  function,  which  never 
needed  to  be  repeated.     The  first  part  (8)  is  conducted  by 
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Moses,  and  takes  place  before  Aaron  has  been  empowered  to 
exercise  any  priestly  function  whatsoever;  the  second  part 
(9)  takes  place,  apparently  (Lev.  9.  28,  24),  before  Aaron  has 
been  permitted  to  enter,  with  his  anointed  robes,  inside  the 
sanctuary  at  all.  To  say  that  this  must  exactly  square  with 
every  detail  of  the  future  ordinary  sin-offering,  is  ridiculous. 
It  might  as  well  be  urged  that  the  existence  of  '*  the  veil  of  the 
sanctuary"  is  disproved  by  Lev.  8,  9,  seeing  they  never 
mention  it,  whereas  it  is  twice  required  to  be  sprinkled  with 
blood,  in  Lev.  4. 

II.  The  other  sacrificial  narrative,  on  which  Wellhausen 
founds,  is  Lev.  16.  "We  have  already  quoted  his  sentences, 
beginning  "  a  still  more  striking  circumstance,"  &c.,  in  full. 
His  point  is  that,  although  an  incense  offering  is  a  prominent 
part  of  the  services,  on  the  great  annual  Day  of  Atonement,  the 
altar  of  incense  is  never  mentioned,  in  the  chapter  recording 
these  services,  and  its  existence  is,  in  such  circumstances,  in*- 
conceivable.  Such  an  argument  proves  him  to  be  either  very 
hasty  and  careless,  or  very  unfair,  as  a  Bible  student. 

(1)  We  presume  him  to  be  aware  that  the  Priestly  Code,  so 
far  as  it  describes  the  golden  altar,  describes  it  as  placed  in  the 
outer  room  of  the  sanctuary,  and  separated,  by  a  thick  veil, 
from  the  inner  room.  Now,  if  he  had  read  Lev.  16  with 
moderate  care,  he  would  have  found  that  the  object  of  the 
special  burning  of  incense,  on  the  Day  of  Atonement,  is  that 
its  cloud  may  supply  the  high-priest  with  2i,  protection  from  the 
resplendent  divine  glory,  when  hs  goes  into  ths  inner  room.  He 
is  warned  (verse  2)  that  he  dare  not  enter,  and  face  that  divine 
glory,  on  any  ordinary  occasion ;  "  for  I  will  appear  in  glory 
upon  the  mercy-seat."  And,  on  this  solitary  day  in  the  year, 
when  he  may  venture  in,  he  is  required  to  shield  himself 
from  the  divine  glory  by  burning  incense — "that  the  cloud 
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of  the  incense  may  cover  the  mercy-seat  that  is  upon  the 
<; testimony,  that  he  die  not"  (verse  18).     Remember,  he  is 

iineide  the  veil,  and  the  golden  altar  is  outside  the  veil :  had  he 
merely  burnt  incense  on  that  altar^  his  days  of  service  would 
have  been  ended,  for  he  would  have  been  struck  dead  before 
(the  mercy-seat.     It  is  the   mercy-seat,  which  the  cloud  of 
[  incense  must  cover :  it  is  essential,  therefore,  that  the  high- 
■  priest  disregard  the  golden  altar,  and  "  take  a  censer  full  of 
coals  of  fire,"  and  have  "his  hands  full  of  sweet  incense," 
and  "  put  the  incense  upon  the  fire,"  when  he  passes  within 
the  veil  (verse  12),  else  the  mercy-seat  will  remain  un-covered, 
i  and  his  doom  will  be  sealed.    The  very  ignoring,  therefore, 
( of  the   altar,  throughout  that  day's  unusually  solemn   cere- 
j  monial,  is  the  clear  attestation  of  the  writer's  wisdom,  and 
\  consistency :  he  had  no  more  occasion  to  mention  it,  than  to 
^  mention  the  golden  candlestick,  or  the  shew-bread  :  he  knows 
what  he  is  writing  about,  and  he  writes  with  the  ease,  and 
'  with  the  fearlessness,  of  conscious  truth :    had   he  sent  the 
high-priest  to  the  altar  of  incense,  he  would  have  been  send- 
ing him  (when  he  passed  the  veil)  to  his  death,  and  would 
have  been  writing  down  his  own  inconsequence  and  incompe- 
tence.   But  what  is  to  be  thought  of  Wellhausen,  overlooking 
such  alphabetical  elements  as  these,  on  the  very  surface  of  the 
legislation  ? 

(2)  The  foregoing  is  all  the  answer  that  Wellhausen  needs. 
But  it  may  be  interesting  to  add  that  the  altar  of  incense 
(instead  of  being  non-existent)  would,  undoubtedly,  be  acknow- 
ledged, and  used,  at  other  parts  of  that  day's  priestly  services. 
Lev.  16  does  not  recount  all  that  passed,  in  the  sanctuary,  on 
the  Day  of  Atonement :  it  recounts  only  the  special  services  of 
atoning,  and  of  hallowing.  For  example,  it  tells  of  special  sin- 
oflferings  and  burnt-offerings,  but  it  does  not  tell  of  th^  muni 
bumt-oflFering  of  a  lamb  that  morning,  with  its  meal-offering 
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and  drink-offering  ;  nor  does  it  tell  of  the  usual  burnt-offering 
of  a  lamb  that  evening,  with  its  meal-offering  and  drink-offer- 
ing :  yet  we  are  expressly  assured,  in  Num.  29.  11,  that  all 
these  latter  offerings  took  place  (hat  day  as  tcsual,  just  as  they 
took  place  (in  addition  to  special  offerings)  on  passovers,  and 
on  pentecosts,  and  at  new  moons.  In  like  manner,  it  is  in- 
dubitable that  the  law  would  continue  in  force,  on  that,  as  on 
other,  days — "  he  shall  burn  thereon  incense  of  sweet  spices  : 
every  morning,  when  he  dresseth  the  lamps,  he  shall  burn  it. 
And,  when  he  lighteth  the  lamps  at  even,  he  shall  bum  it,  a 
perpetual  incense  before  the  Lord  throughout  your  genera- 
tions "  (Exod.  30.  7,  8).  "  For  everything  there  is  a  season  ": 
and  the  seasons,  for  the  golden  altar,  on  the  Day  of  Atonement, 
were  the  morning,  and  the  evening,  of  that  day  :  but  to  have  > 
introduced  it  into  the  special  ceremonial  of  atonement  would ; 
have  been  to  expose  the  high-priest  to  death.  If  Wellhausen,  f 
instead  of  tilting,  with  annihilating  arrogance,  at  the  bulwarks 
of  Scripture,  would  submit  them  to  a  sober  straightforward 
investigation,  he  would  find  that  the  author  of  Leviticus  has 
a  significance,  and  has  a  consistency,  in  his  successive  chapters, 
such  as  hardly  a  single  page  of  Wellhausen's  own  huge  volume 
presents  us  with. 

(3)  We  shall  only  notice  how  one  other  delicate  (but  all  the 
more  striking,  because  so  clearly  undesigned)  mark  of  veracity 
emerges,  from  comparing  the  atoning  details  of  Lev.  16  with 
a  law,  regarding  the  altar  of  incense,  given  in  Exod.  30.  10. 
That  law  is :  "  And  Aaron  shall  make  atonement,  upon  the 
horns  of  the  altar  of  incense,  once  in  the  year  :  with  the  blood 
of  the  sin-offering  of  atonement,  once  in  the  year,  shall  he  make 
atonement  for  it,  throughout  your  generations  :  it  is  most  holy 
unto  the  Lord."  This,  obviously,  refers  to  the  Day  of  Atone- 
ment ;  but,  when  we  read  over  the  procedure  of  that  day,  we  do 
not  find  the  altar  of  incense  even  once  specifically  mentioned: 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


860  SANCTUARY  AND  SACHIFICE. 

nay,  we  find  another  altar  (that  of  bumt-oflFering)  expressly 
described,  as  being  cleansed  that  day  with  atoning  blood, "  And 
he  shall  go  out  onto  the  altar  that  is  before  the  Lord,  and 
make  atonement  for  it ;  and  shall  take  of  the  blood  of  the 
ballock  and  of  the  blood  of  the  goat,  and  put  it  on  the  horns 
of  the  altar  round  about«  And  he  shall  sprinkle  of  the  blood 
upon  it  with  his  finger  seven  times  and  hallow  it  from  the 
uncleanness  of  the  children  of  Israel"  (Lev.  16.  18,  19).  Have 
we  not  here  a  grand  contradiction  ?  The  Priestist,  in  Exod.  30, 
looks  forward  to  the  Day  of  Atonement,  and  prescribes  cleans- 
ing for  the  golden  altar :  but,  when  he  comes  to  Lev.  16,  he 
lapses  into  forgetfulness,  and  describes  the  altar  of  burnt- 
ofiPering  as  being  alone  cleansed  instead.  This  is  a  good  speci- 
men of  the  plausible  superficialities,  on  the  strength  of  which 
"  science  "  claims  to  have  torn  our  Scripture  Records  to  tatters. 
For  it  is  this  mere  silence,  which  leads  Wellhausen  to  the  dog- 
matic certainty  that  the  altar  of  incense  is  "  here  everywhere 

But  look,  now,  at  the  legislation  more  narrowly ^  and  a  pleas- 
ing consistency  will  emerge.  The  comprehensive  cleansing, 
provided  for  in  Lev.  16,  is  distributed  over  three  departments ; 
first,  over  the  holy  place  where  only  the  high-priest  may  enter ; 
second,  over  the  rest  of  the  tabernacle  (the  outer  room),  where 
the  ordinary  priests  may  minister ;  and  third,  over  the  great 
altar  of  bumt-ofifering,  outside  the  tent,  to  which  people,  and 
priests,  alike  had  access*  These  are  successively  prescribed: 
and  that  the  legislator  has  this  threefold  division  in  view,  is 
made  further  clear  by  his  summary,  as  he  looks  back,  "  And 
when  he  hath  made  an  end  of  atoning  (1)  for  the  holy  place, 
and  (2)  the  tent  of  meeting,  and  (3)  the  altar "  (verse  20). 
{a)  Now,  how  could  the  second  of  these  atonings  be  carried  out, 
except  by  dealing  with  the  sacred  utensils  of  the  "  tent "  ? 
Can  any  other  method  of  carrying  it  out  be  conceived  ?    And, 
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if  that  method  was  followed,  then  the  altar  of  incense  (as  one 
of  the  chief  ntensils  of  the  "  tent  *')  shared  in  the  sprinkling  of 
blood,  and  so  fulfilled  the  law  of  Exod.  30.  10.  (b)  We  are 
not  left  to  mere  conjecture,  however,  on  this  point :  we  have 
direct  assertion.  The  l^islator  tells  how  the  first  of  the  three 
atonings,  viz.  that  for  "  the  holy  place,"  was  to  be  carried  out ; 
and  it  was  by  sprinkling  blood  upon  its  most  sacred  furniture 
(verses  14  and  15),  upon  the  mercy-seat,  and  before  the  mercy- 
seat.  All  he  then  says  regarding  the  second  atoning  is  that  it 
is  to  be  carried  out  similarly  to  the  first :  "  So  shall  he  do  for 
the  tent  of  meeting,  that  dwelleth  with  them,  in  the  midst  of 
their  uncleannesses  "  (verse  16).  The  "tent "  is  to  be  atoned 
ioT^  precisely  as  the  "  holy  place  "  was  atoned  for  :  but  the  holy 
place  was  atoned  for  by  a  seven-fold  sprinkling  of  its  most 
sacred  furniture  :  therefore  the  most  sacred  furniture  of  the  tent 
received  a  seven-fold  sprinkling  also,  {c)  We  might  point 
(though  it  is  not  necessary  for  our  argument)  to  a  close  analogy, 
suppHed  by  Exod.  40.  9.  The  anointing,  of  the  whole  taber- 
nacle, and  of  the  great  altar  outside  it,  are  there  prescribed. 
The  tabernacle  is  treated  as  a  whole,  instead  of  as  divided  into 
two  rooms,  and  the  anointing  is  carried  out,  by  being  applied 
to  its  sacred  furniture — ^just  as  the  atoning  is  applied  to  the 
furniture,  in  Lev.  16.  "  And  thou  shalt  take  the  anointing  oil, 
and  anoint  the  tabernacle  and  all  that  is  therein,  and  all  the 
furniture  thereof  ;  and  it  shall  be  holy.  And  thou  shalt  anoint 
the  altar  of  burnt-offering  and  all  its  vessels  and  sanctify  the 
altar  :  and  the  altar  shall  be  most  holy.  And  thou  shalt  anoint 
the  laver  and  its  base,  and  sanctify  it"  (Exod.  40.  9-11).  If 
we  read,  with  fairness,  and  with  care,  we  thus  find  a  natural, 
and  pleasing,  harmony  underlying  the  two  parts  of  the  legisla- 
tion, which  we  are  comparing.  The  altar  of  incense  may  be  t; 
** everywhere  un-mentionedy^  but  it  is  not,  on  that  account,  - 
*'  everywhere  unlcnown,''  throughout  Lev.   16 :   it  was,  un- 
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doubtedly,  used  for  the  "  perpetual  incense  before  the  Lord  "  on 
the  morning,  and  on  the  evening,  of  the  Day  of  Atonement, 
when  the  lamps  were  dressed  :  it  could  not  be  used,  in  the  sub- 
sequent special  ceremonial,  for  its  use  then  would  have  defeated 
the  avowed  purpose  of  the  cloud  of  incense  :  and  it,  undoubt- 
edly, shared  the  seven-fold  sprinkling,  which  the  sacred  furni- 
ture of  the  tabernacle  that  day  received,  and  so  fulfilled  the 
law  of  Exod.  30.  10. 

III.  From  all  that  has  just  been  written,  it  follows  that "  the 
altar,"  specifically  mentioned,  throughout  Lev.  16,  is  the  altar 
of  bumt-oflfering.  It  is  identified,  as  "  the  altar  which  is  before 
the  Lord,"  and  as  "  out  of "  the  tabernacle,  and  as  having 
"  coals  of  fire "  upon  it :  and,  after  being  thus  fixed,  can  be 
spoken  of  as  ^'  the  altar."  In  passages,  where  only  one  altar  is 
dealt  with,  and  where  it  is  styled  "the  altar  of  the  Lord,"  or 
"  Thine  altar,"  or  "  the  altar,"  it  is,  manifestly,  the  altar  of 
burnt-offering  that  is  to  be  understood,  as  being  by  far  the 
better-known,  and  the  more  variously  employed,  of  the  two. 
Where,  on  the  other  hand,  a  reference  is  stated,  or  implied,  to 
hofh  altai*8,  qualifying  phrases  are  added,  appropriate  to  each. 
Throughout  Exod.  27,  only  one  altar  is  in  view ;  it  suflSces, 
therefore,  to  style  it  "  the  altar  "  :  but,  in  Exod.  35. 15, 16, 
where  the  two  altars  are  quoted,  in  successive  verses,  the  one  is 
"  the  altar  of  incense,"  the  other  "  the  altar  of  bumt-ofifering  ": 
so,  in  Exod.  39.  88,  89,  the  one  is  "the  golden  altar,"  the  other 
is  "the  brasen  altar":  and,  in  Exod.  40.  5,  6,  the  one  is  "the 
golden  altar  for  incense,"  the  other  is  "  the  altar  of  bumt- 
ofifering."  At  the  beginning  of  Leviticus,  the  altar  is  specified 
88  "  the  altar  which  is  at  the  door  of  the  tent  of  meeting  "  (Lev. 
1.  5),  and  is  then,  throughout  the  rest  of  the  chapter,  and  also 
throughout  Chaps.  2  and  3,  styled  simply  "the  altar."  In 
Chap.  4,  on  the  other  hand,  where   both  altars  have  to  be 
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mentioned,  the  one  is  "  the  altar  of  sweet  incense,"  the  other  is 
"the  altar  of  burnt-oflFering."  A  similarly  intelligible,  and 
reasonable,  phraseology  characterises  all  the  Scripture  references 
to  the  altars.  And  thus  Wellhausen's  pronouncement  that  the 
altar  of  burnt-offering  is  "the  only  altar,"  and  that  it  is 
invariably  styled  "  simply  the  altar  y'  is  just  his  usual  blend  of 
dogmatic  inaccuracy.  We  shall  have  occasion  to  show  that  he 
mingles  inaccuracy  with  inconststency^  on  this  matter,  in  the 
course  of  the  following  chapter. 

We  now  leave  our  readers,  with  considerable  confidence,  to 
look  back,  and  settle  whether  the  extraordinary  evolutions,  from 
kemach  to  solethy  from  "  baked  "  meal  to  "  raw  "  meal,  from 
"  boiled  "  flesh  to  "  raw  "  flesh,  and  from  "  fat "  to  "  incense," 
are  either  natural  in  themselves,  or  complimentary  to  the 
Deity,  or,  in  the  least,  suggested  by  Scripture.  Our  only  fear 
is  that  we  may  seem  to  have  expended  too  much  space  on 
such  puerilities. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

BURNT-OFFERINGS,   PEACE-OFFERINGS,    AND   SACRIFICIAL 
MEALS, 

WE  have  now  considered  Wellhausen's  general  "  sketch  " 
of  the  origin,  and  aims,  and  methods  of  Israelitish 
sacrifice,  and  also  his  four-fold  (or,  as  it  turns  out  in  his  hand, 
five-fold)  evolution  of  sacrificial  materials.  But  we  said  he  has 
also  discovered  evolutions  in  the  divisions^  or  classes,  of  sacri-' 
fice  ;  and  to  these,  as  proposed,  we  must  now  advert.  The 
main  divisions  are  the  peace-offering,  the  burnt-offering,  and 
the  sin-offering  ;  and  he  holds  that  these  did  not  come  into 
observance  simultaneously,  but  were  successively  evolved,  in 
the  order  just  given.  His  first  discovery  is  that  the  peace- 
offering  had  a  priority,  and  a  long  superiority,  to  the  burnt- 
offering  ;  and  to  this  he  devotes  pp.  69-72,  discussing  first  the 
statistics  of  their  occurrence,  and  then  their  respective  tendencies 
to  promote  sociality  among  the  people.  We  may  fully,  and  satis- 
factorily, overtake  the  representations,  which  he  thus  makes,  by 
considering  (A)  his  extraordinary  manipulation  of  the  statistics 
of  burnt-offerings  and  peace-offerings  ;  (B)  the  equally  extra- 
ordinary charge  of  non-sodaltyj  which  he  brings  against  the 
Priestly  Code  ;  (C)  his  exaggerated  estimate  of  the  sacrificial 
meal^  and  the  flimsy  proofs,  which  he  offers,  of  that  estimate  ; 
(D)  a  notable  omission,  and  a  suggestive  admission,  which 
occur  in  his  paragraphs.  We  shall  take  these  divisions  in  turn  ; 
and,  in  each,  we  shall,  as  usual,  give  our  author's  exact  words, 
while  we  criticise  him. 
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(A) 

We  have  named  the  first  division  his  extraordinary  manipu- 
lation of  the  statistics  of  bomt-offerings  and  peace-offerings. 
Our  readers  may  perhaps  r^ard  ^^ manipulation'*'^  as  a  mild 
word,  whereby  to  characterise  his  processes,  after  they  have 
deliberately  pondered  what  we  have  to  ui^e.    The  great  point,  r 
which  he  labours  to  establish,  is  that,  in  all  pre-Exilic  time,  the  ( 
burnt-offering  occupied  a  very  subordinate  position,  and  had  > 
hardly  an  independent  place  at  all.    It  was,  practically,  a  mere  ( 
appendage  of  the  peace-offering,    When  they  occur  together, 
the  animals,  constituting  the  peace-offering,  are  always  in  the 
plural,  and  in  the  majority  :  but  it  is  only  on  unusual,  and  very 
great,  occasions,  that  the  burnt-offering  is  allowed  to  put  in  a 
modest  appearance  at  all :  the  ordinary,  and  established,  expe- 
rience of  Israel  is  confined  to  peace-offerings.    Let  our  author 
again  announce  his  discovery  himself  ; — 

"There  is  another  and  much  more  important  difference  in  the 
case  of  the  animal  sacrifice.    Of  this  the  older  practice  knows  only 
two  kinds  apart  from  extraordinary  varieties,  which  may  be  left 
out  of  account.    These  two  are  the  burnt-offering  (*olah)  and  the 
thank-offering  (shelem,  zehhctchj  zehhach'shelamim).    In  the  case  of 
the  first  the  whole  animal  is  offered  on  the  altar ;  in  the  other  God 
receives,  besides  the  blood,  only  an  honorary  portion,  while  the  rest 
of  the  flesh  is  eaten  by  the  sacrificial  guests.     Now  it  is  worth 
noticing  how  seldom  the  bnmt-offering  occurs  alone.    It  is  neces- 
sarily so  in  the  case  of  human  sacrifice  (Gen.  22.  2  seq. ;  Judges 
11.  31 ;  2  Kings  3.  27 ;  Jer.  19.  5) ;  otherwise  it  is  not  usual  (Gen. 
8.  20;  Num.  23.  1  seq.;  Judges  6.  20,  26,  13. 16,  23;  1  Sam.  7.  9 
seq. ;  1  Sings  3. 4  18. 34, 38) ;  moreover,  all  the  examples  just  cited  5 
are  extraordinary  or  mythical  in  their  character,  a  circumstance  ^ 
that  may  not  affect  the  evidence  of  the  existence  of  the  custom  in  } 
itself,  but  is  important  as  regards  the  statistics  of  its  frequency.  ^ 
As  a  rule,  the  *olah  occurs  only  in  conjunction  with  zehhachim,  and 
when  this  is  the  case  the  latter  are  in  the  majority  and  are  always 
in  the  plural,  while  on  the  other  hand  the  first  is  frequently  in  the 
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singular.  They  supplement  each  other  like  two  corresponding 
halves ;  the  'olah  is,  as  the  name  implies,  properly  speaking,  no- 
thing more  than  the  part  of  a  great  offering  that  reaches  the  altar. 
One  might  therefore  designate  as  *olak  also  that  part  of  a  single 
animal  which  is  consecrated  to  the  Deity ;  this,  however,  is  never 
done ;  neither  of  the  blood  nor  of  the  fat  (kater)  is  the  verb  he*elah 
nsed,  but  only  of  the  pieces  of  the  flesh,  of  which  in  the  case  of  the 
minor  offering  nothing  was  burnt.  But  the  distinction  is  merely 
one  of  degree ;  there  is  none  in  kind ;  a  small  zehhach,  enlarged  and 
augmented,  becomes  an  *olah  and  zehhachim;  out  of  a  certain 
number  of  slaughtered  animals  which  are  eaten  by  the  sacrificial 
company,  one  is  devoted  to  God  and  wholly  given  to  the  flames. 
For  the  rest,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  as  a  rule  it  is  only  great 
sacrificial  feasts  that  the  historical  books  take  occasion  to  mention, 
and  that  consequently  the  burnt-offering,  notwithstanding  what 
has  been  said,  comes  before  us  with  greater  prominence  than  can 
<  have  been  the  average  case  in  ordinary  life.  Customarily,  it  is 
\  certain,  none  but  thank-offerings  were  offered;  necessarily  so  if 
^  slaughtering  could  only  be  done  beside  the  altar.  When  mention 
^  is  made  of  a  simple  offering  in  the  Books  of  Samuel  and  Eangs, 
that  it  is  a  thank-offering  is  matter  of  course.  1  Sam.  2. 12  seq.  is 
in  this  connection  also  particularly  instructive  **  (pp.  69-71). 

To  this  paragraph  are  appended  two  notes,  the  first  after  the 
words,  "  1  Kings  3.  4, 18.  84,  88,"  and  the  second  after  the 
words,  "  the  first  is  frequently  in  the  singular."  The  notes  are 
as  follow  : — 

**  1.  In  the  above  list  of  passages  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  sacrifi- 
cium  juge  of  2  Kings  16. 15.  The  statement  of  1  Kings  3.  4  is  per- 
haps to  be  taken  along  with  3. 15,  but  does  not  become  at  all  more 
credible  on  that  account.  Of  course  it  is  understood  that  only 
those  passages  are  cited  here  in  which  mention  is  made  of  offerings 
actually  made,  and  not  merely  general  statements  about  one  or 
more  kinds  of  offering.  The  latter  could  very  well  fix  attention 
upon  the  'olah  alone  without  thereby  throwing  any  light  upon  the 
question  as  to  the  actual  practice. 

"  2.  Exod.  10. 25, 18. 12, 24. 5, 32. 6 ;  Joshua  8.  81 ;  Judges  20. 26, 
21.  4;  1  Sam.  6. 14  seq.,  10.  8, 13.  9-12;  2  Sam.  6. 17  seq.,  24.  23- 
25 ;  1  Kings  3. 15, 8.  63  seq. ;  2  Kings  6. 17, 10. 24, 25.  The  zeugma 
in  Judges  20.  26,  21.  4  is  inconsistent  with  the  older  ti^tt*  loquendi. 
The  proper  name  for  the  holocaust  appears  to  be  chalil  (Deut.  33. 
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10 ;  1  Sam.  7.  ^)  J^ot  olah.  It  is  impossible  to  decide  whether  the 
sacrificial  due  in  all  sorts  of  zebhach  was  the  same ;  but  most  pro- 
bably it  was  not.  Probably  the  shelamim  are  a  more  solemn  kind 
of  sacrifice  than  the  simple  zebhach.  The  word  fat  is  used  in  Gen. 
4.  4 ;  Exod.  23.  18  in  a  very  general  sense.  It  is  not  quite  clear 
what  is  meant  by  the  blessing  of  the  zebhach  in  1  Sam.  9. 13 ;  per- 
haps a  kind  of  grace  before  meat"  (p.  70,  notes  1  and  2). 

Let  us  now  attentively  consider  this  omnium  gatherum  of 
texts,  and  of  assertions,  for  which  the  texts  supply  no  basis. 

I.  He  says  the  pre-Exilics  knew  "  only  two  kinds  "  of  sacri- 
fice, but  there  were  **  extraordinary  varieties."  We  see  no  need 
for  making  much  of  this,  yet  we  cannot  forbear  asking,  what 
tvere  these  "  extraordinary  varieties  "  ?  We  have  not  the  re- 
motest idea  what,  or  whose,  sacrifices  they  embrace.  Who 
offered  them  ?  Where  are  they  recorded  ?  What  are  their 
exceptional,  or  "extraordinary,"  marks?  Where  is  any 
standard  discoverable,  by  which  (on  Wellhausen's  premisses) 
"  ordinary  "  and  '*  extraordinary  "  can  possibly  be  discriminated, 
in  pre-Exilic  sacrifice  ?  Has  he  not  told  us  that  "  all  kinds 
were  proper,  if  only  they  were  offered  to  the  proper  deity  " 
(p.  55)  ? 

Our  surprise  is  deepened  when,  after  the  "  extraordinary  " 
have  (as  we  thought)  been  subtracted,  or  "  left  out  of  account," 
we  are  confronted  with  a  whole  army  of  them,  a  few  sentences 
further  down.  It  will  be  noticed  that  a  string  of  seven  occur- 
rences of  the  ^olahy  ranging  from  Noah  to  Elijah,  is  given  (in 
not  one  of  which  are  ritualistic  details,  in  the  least,  revealed, 
and  in  not  one  of  which,  therefore,  is  "  variety  "  from  estab- 
lished praxis  predicable),  and  yet,  to  our  bewilderment,  they 
are  all  dubbed  "  extraordinary  ":  "all  the  examples  just  cited 
are  extraordinary  or  mythical  in  their  character."  What  is  the 
"  ordinary  "  standard,  from  which  they  all  vary  ?  Verily,  the 
whole  hotch-potch  is  "  extraordinary." 
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II.  It  will  be  observed  also  that  oar  author  asks  us  to  regard 
the  three  expressions,  zehhach^  shelem,  and  zebhach  sMamim,  as 
co-extensive  in  meaning,  and  as  restricted  to  signify  'Hhe 
}  thank-offering.**  This  is  not  warrantable,  as  a  piece  of  Hebrew 
criticism.  Few  words  have  a  wider,  and  more  general,  reference 
than  is  often  assigned  to  the  verb  zahhach^  and  its  substantive 
zebhach^  in  the  Old  Testament :  to  restrict  them  to  the  ^^  thank- 
offering,"  is  quite  imaginary.  Zabhach  may  be  used  for  **  to 
slaughter,"  in  the  most  general  sense,  without  any  sacrificial 
reference :  when  the  Deuteronomist  proclaims  liberty  to 
slaughter  animals  freely  throughout  Canaan,  it  is  this  verb  he 
uses,  ^'notwithstanding  thou  mayest  zabhach^  and  eat  flesh, 
within  all  thy  gates,  after  all  the  desire  of  thy  soul":  when 
the  witch  of  Endor  feasts  Saul,  this  verb  describes  her  action, 
''she  had  a  fatted  calf  in  the  house,  and  she  hasted,  and 
zabhach-ed  it "  (if  we  may  coin  such  a  mixture  of  language,  for 
the  sake  of  the  English  reader).  Further,  when  there  is  a 
clearly  sacrificial  reference,  there  is  no  restriction  to  the  killing, 
and  offering,  of  "  the  thank-offering."  In  1  Kings  3.  4,  it  is 
said,  "  Solomon  went  to  Gibeon  in  order  to  zabhach  (sacrifice) 
there  ":  here,  the  word  is  used  of  sacrifice,  in  the  most  general 
possible  sense  :  and  the  rest  of  the  verse  shows  that  Solomon's 
zebhach  was  actualised  in  a  thousand  "  burnt-offerings  "  Qolofh) 
— the  very  kind  of  sacrifice  Qolah)^  which,  Wellhausen  tells  his 
readers,  is  essentially  discriminated  from  zebhach  I  He  likes  to 
treat  the  Jehovist,  as  the  patron  of  the  "  early  period  ":  well, 
the  Jehovist  uses  zabhach^  precisely  as  it  is  used  of  Solomon  : 
"  he  that  zabhach-eih,  (sacrific-eth)  unto  any  god  save  unto 
Jehovah  only,  shall  be  destroyed "  (Exod.  22.  20) :  here  it 
clearly  comprehends  sacrifices,  of  whatsoever  hind,  "We  have 
the  same  in  Exod.  20.  24,  "  thereon  thou  shalt  zabhach  thy 
burnt-offerings  Qoloth)  and  thy  peace-offerings  (sJielamim)^': 
here  zebhach  is,  practically,  the  root,  from  which  ^olah  and 
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shelem  are  the  branches.    "We  have  the  same,  in  Exod.  33.  8  ; 
God  says  to  Moses,  "  they  are  zablutch-iag  (sacrific-ing)  to  the 
golden  calf,"  while  the  sixth  verse  shows  that  this  ^^zdbhach" 
ing  "  inclvded  bumt-off erings  Qoloth)  and  peaoe-off erings  (sMa- 
mm).  It  has  clearly  the  same  reference,  in  1  Sam.  2. 13, "  when 
any  man  was  zabha^h-ing  (kill-ing,  or  sacrific-ing)  a  zehhach 
(sacrifice)  ":  here,  we  have  both  noun,  and  verb,  used  to  denote 
sacrifice,  in  the  most  comprehensive  generality  :  and  the  subse- 
quent narratives  show  that  hurnt-offeringsy  and  peace-offerings^ 
abounded.    We  have  a  similar  use  of  the  noun,  in  the  case  of 
Jehu,  "  I  have  a  great  zelhach  (sacrifice)  for  Baal  "  (2  Kings 
10. 19):  and  the  following  verses  show  that  this  zehhach  included 
bumt-oflferings.    What  more  comprehensive  reference  to  sacri- 
fice could  there  be  than  the  following, "  The  zehhach  (sacrifice) 
of  the  wicked  is  Jehovah's  abomination  "  (Prov.  16.  8)  ?  or  than 
this,  "  there  is  one  event  to  all,  to  the  upright  and  to  the  base, 
to  him  that  zahhcu^h'Qi\i  (sacrific-eth),  and  to  him  that  za- 
&^^-eth  (sacrific-eth)  not?  or  (where  the  noun  again  occurs) 
"draw  nigh  to  listen  rather   than  to    present  the  zehhach 
(sacrifice)    of    the    worthless "    (Eccles.   6.  1)  ?    Examples 
might  be   multiplied :    but  we    shall    just   add    that   this 
general  signification  does  not  characterise  the  "  early  period  " 
only,  but  descends  to  late  Hebrew  also  :  when  Zerubbabel's  ad- 
versaries hear  of  him  founding  the  Temple,  they  send  him  word, 
"  Let  us  build  with  you ;  for  we  seek  your  God ;  and  we  do  (not  ?) 
zahhach  (sacrifice)  to  Him  since  the  days   of  Esarhaddon" 
(Ezra  4.  2)  :  When  Sanballat  hears  of  Nehemiah  building  the 
wall,  he  mocks  him  thus,  "  What  are  these  feeble  Jews  doing  ? 
Will  people  let  them  alone  ?   Will  they  be  zahhach-mg  (sacrific- 
ing)" (Neh.  4.  2)  ?  Thus,  frombeginning  to  end  of  Hebrew  lite- 
rature, zahhach  can  be  used  to  denote  sacrifice,  in  the  most  general 
sense.    It  seems   also  to  carry  sometimes  a  more   restricted 
signification,  whose  explanation  seems  easy  :  zehhach  shelamim 
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(or,  in  the  plural,  zihhehe  shelamim)  means,  ^^  a  sacrifice  (the 
generic  term)  of  peace-offerings  (the  specific  term)  "  :  but  it 
came  to  be  abbreviated,  sometimes  into  zehhachim^  and  some- 
times into  shfilamm :  thns,  even  its  restricted  sense  flows  from, 
and  bears  witness  to,  its  original,  and  comprehensive,  import. 

Onr  anthor  is  equally  misleading  as  to  shelem^  or  shelamim. 
There  are  three  special  classes  of  shelamim^  (1)  those  that  re- 
sult from  a  vow  {nsdher\  (2)  those  that  result  from  free  will 
(nsdhabhah),  (8)  those  that  result  from  thanksgiving  (todPiah). 
Thus  ^Hhe  thank-offering,'*  instead  of  being  a  sufficing 
sjnonjm,  both  for  Bhelamim^  and  for  zebhach,  is  truly  only  one 
of  the  varieties  of  the  shelamim ;  and  the  shelamim  themselves 
are,  strictly,  only  a  branch  from  zebhach :  and  the  characteristic 
name  for  'Hhe  thank-offering'*  is  todhah.  We  think  even 
the  mere  English  reader  will  now  be  in  a  position  to  look  back, 
and  shrug  his  shoulders  over  the  guidance,  which  Wellhausen 
offers  him,  regarding  these  three  Hebrew  words. 

We  often  find  that  our  author  is  the  happiest  corrector  of 
himself,  and  we  think  we  can  show  him  to  be  so,  in  the  present 
instance.  We  have  just  been  emphasising  how,  on  p.  69,  he 
erroneously  restricts  the  zebhach  to  one  "  kind  "  of  sacrifice,  and 
that  the  "thank-offering":  but  we  have  only  to  turn  over  to 
p.  70,  and  read  the  notes  at  the  foot  of  it  (we  have  given  them  in 
full),  to  find  him  lapsing  into  accuracy,  and  writing  as  follows  : — 

"  It  is  impossible  to  decide  whether  the  sacrificial  due  in  all  sorts 
of  zebhach  was  the  same ;  but  most  probably  it  was  not  *'  (p.  70, 
note '). 

"  All  sorts  " .'    Then  the  "  sorts  "  were,  not  one,  but  many  : 

that  is  just  what  we  have  been  proving.    He  also,  in  the  same 

note,  helps  to  dispose  of  his  own  rash  representation,  that 

zebhach  and  shelamim  are  synonymous  : — 

<*  Probably  the  shelamim  are  a  more  solemn  kind  of  sacrifice  than 
the  simple  zebhach  '*  (p.  70,  note  '). 
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We  think  this  guess  is  not  "probable":  but,  on  the  footing 
of  that  guess,  why  did  our  author  jumble  all  the  three  sacrifices 
(shslemyZebhach^VLnd  zebhach  shelamim)  into  one  un-distinguish- 
able  "  kind  *'  of  sacrifice,  and  that  "  the  thank-offering  "  ?  Who 
can  feel  the  slightest  certitude,  in  following  such  a  guide  ? 

IIL  It  may  be  well  here,  in  connection  with  his  ex^esis  of 
these  three  sacrificial  terms,  to  show  what  a  tautology  his  rea- 
soning culminates  in,  towards  the  close  of  the  quotation,  which 
we  have  given,  from  his  text.    He  argues  : — 

"  Where  mention  is  made  of  a  simple  offering  in  the  Books  of 
Samuel  and  Kings,  that  it  is  a  thank-offering  is  matter  of  coarse  ** 
(p.  71). 

Now,  for  one  thing,  we  desiderate  a  d^nition  of  what  he 
means  by  "  a  simple  offering,"  and  where  there  are  any  records 
of  such.  Samuel  and  Kings  are  not  wanting,  in  definite  specifi- 
cations of  the  "  kinds  "  of  sacrifice,  they  refer  to ;  and  the  in- 
stances are  quite  exceptional,  where  we  have  to  conjecture  what 
the  ^'kind"  was.  At  Beth-shemesh  (1  Sam.  6),  it  is  ^olah  that 
is  first  offered,  and  then  ^oloth  and  zehhachim.  At  Mizpah 
(1  Sam.  7),  it  is  ^olah  that  is  offered.  In  connection  with  Gilgal 
(1  Sam.  10, 11, 13, 15),  reference  is  made  to  ^olah  or  ^oloth 
(thrice),  to  zehhach  or  zehhachim  (twice),  to  shelamim  (twice), 
to  zibhche-slislamim  (once).  At  Araunah's  threshing  fioor 
(2  Sam.  24),  ^olah  is  twice  mentioned  independently,  and  then 
^oloth  and  shelamim  are  united.  At  Gibeon,  and  Jerusalem 
(1  Kings  3),  Solomon  offers  ^'oloih  independently,  and  then  ^oloth 
and  shelamim  in  unison.  At  the  Dedication  (1  Kings  8),  he 
offers  ^olahj  minchah^  and  shelamim.  On  Carmel  (1  Kings  18), 
Elijah  offers  ^olah.  At  Samaria  (2  Kings  10),  Jehu  offers  ^oloth 
and  zehhachim  to  BaaL  At  Jerusalem  (2  Kings  16),  Ahaz  offers 
^oldh^  mifichahj  nesekhy  and  shelamim.  And  there  (2  Kings  23), 
Josiah  keeps  the  passover,  pesadh.   That  is  a  tolerably  complete 
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list  of  the  sacrifices  in  Samuel  and  Kings,  where  a  general 
indication  of  the  "  kinds  "  is  given. 

Now  compare  with  this  the  two  following :  When  Saul  comes 
to  Zuph  (1  Sam.  9),  he  is  told  "the  people  have  a  zehhach  to- 
day, in  the  high  place":  When  Samuel  is  sent  to  Bethlehem 
(1  Sam.  16),  he  says  to  Jesse's  house,  "Sanctify  yourselves,  and 
come  with  me  to  the  zebhach^^i  and  assume  that  these  are  what 
Wellhausen  means  by  "  a  simple  offering."  We  then  suggefit  to 
him  the  three  following  inquiries : — 

(1)  What  "faintest  trace"  of  proof  has  he  that  the  sacrifices, 
on  these  two  occasions,  were  "thank-offerings,"  and  thank- 
offerings  exclusively  ?  What  "  faintest  trace  "  of  proof  has  he 
that  confession  of  sin,  and  earnest  supplication,  and  atonement  by 
blood*  did  not  mingle  with  the  ceremonies,  on  both  occasions  ? 

(2)  But,  even  assume  that  he  is  right  that  they  were  only 
"  thank-offerings,"  whether  are  we  to  learn  the  sacrificial  praxis 
of  Israel,  for  the  period  from  Samuel  to  the  Exile,  from  these 
tivo  instances,  or  from  the  far  longer,  and  more  definite,  cata- 
logue, which  we  have  already  given,  of  sacrifices,  among  which 
the  ^olah  holds  such  a  prominent,  and  ever-recurring,  place  ? 
Even  though  Zuph  and  Bethlehem  gave  themselves  up  to 
nothing  but "  thanks,"  on  these  two  occasions,  does  that  advance 
us,  by  a  hair's  breadth,  towards  displacing  the  ^olah  from  the 
central,  and  independent,  position,  which  "  the  Books  of  Samuel 
and  Kings  "  assign  to  it  ? 

(3)  Our  worst  query  remains.  Is  not  our  author  leaning 
absolutely,  and  entirely,  on  B,petiiio  principii,  in  the  argument 
we  have  quoted  ?  Has  he  not,  on  p.  69,  laid  down,  without  a 
particle  of  proof,  that  zehhach  is  synonymous  with  "thank- 
offering  "  ?  How,  then,  can  he  prevent  his  argument  assuming 
the  following  eminently  circular,  or  tautological,  form  ?  "Where 
mention  is  made  of  a  simple  thanh-offering  in  the  Books  of 
Samuel  and  Kings,  that  it  is   «   thanh-offering  is  a  matter 
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of  course."  Of  course  it  is.  But,  when  thus  viewed,  while 
the  sentence  may  "impress  Europe,"  it  may  shed  but  scant 
irradiance  over  ordinary  readers. 

He  adds,  (and  concludes)  laconically :  "  1  Sam.  2.  12  seq.  is 
in  this  connection  also  particularly  instructive."  We  have 
already  shown  that,  in  that  passage,  zebhaeh  (both  verb  and 
noun)  points  to  sacrifice,  in  the  widest  possible  generality : 
neither  in  the  word  itself,  nor  in  any  of  the  concomitant  cir-« 
cumstances,  is  there  the  slightest  restriction  to  "  thank-offering." 
The  same  criticism  applies  to  the  use  of  zehhach  in  1  Sam.  1. 
Our  author  depends  on  Imagination,  and  on  Imagination  alone. 

IV.  We  hurry  on  to  other  points,  in  the  quoted  paragraphs, 
which  clamantly  call  for  notice.  Let  especial  note  be  taken  of 
the  following  words  : — 

"  In  the  above  list  of  passages,  no  notice  is  taken  of  the  saciifi- 
ciumjtige  of  2  Kings  16, 15  **  (p.  70,  note  ^). 

A  finer  specimen  of  Wellhausen's  method,  than  these  words 
supply,  could  not  be  desired.  He  passes  over  one  of  the  most 
decisive,  and  comprehensive,  references  to  Israelitish  sacrifice, 
in  absolute  silence.  Had  he  quoted  the  verse,  it  would  have 
covered  his  whole  argument  with  utter  ridicule,  so  he  "  takes 
no  notice  "  of  it.  The  verse  is  &s  follows  :  "  And  king  Ahaz 
commanded  Urijah  the  priest,  saying.  Upon  the  great  altar 
bum  the  morning  ^olah,  and  the  evening  minchahy  and  the 
king's  ^olah  and  his  minchahy  with  the  ^olah  of  all  the  people 
of  the  land  and  their  minchah  and  their  nesakhim  (drink- 
offerings)  ;  and  sprinkle  upon  it  all  the  blood  of  the  ^olahy  and 
all  the  blood  of  the  zehhach ;  but  the  brasen  altar  shall  be  for 
me  to  inquire  by,"  Here,  in  the  heart  of  the  royal  period, ' 
we  have  the  ^olah  prominent,  fundamental,  and  continual, 
among  Israelitish  offerings,  while  our  author's  laboured  effort 
is  to  prove  that  the  ^olah  never  came  into  prominence,  till  after 
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H  t)ie  Exile  !  The  evidence  is  introduced,  in  the  most  easy  and 
artless  manner :  Ahaz  saw  an  altar  at  Damascus,  which  took 
his  fancy,  and  he  sent  word  to  his  own  high-priest,  at  home, 
to  make  a  precisely  similar  altar :  when  he  retoms  to  Jeru- 
salem, the  above  verse  specifies  the  portions  of  the  Temple 
ritual,  which  he  ordered  to  be  associated  with  his  new  altar : 
a  more  undesigned  corroboration  of  what  was  Israel's  esta- 
blished sacrificial  praxis  could  not  be  desired.  It  is  most 
significant  to  add  that  the  immediately  preceding  verse, 
2  Kings  16.  14,  is  quoted  by  Wellhausen,  on  p.  87,  as 
veritable  history ^  connecting  ^'  the  brasen  altar  '*  (which  Ahaz 
displaced)  with  "  the  brasen  altar  which  Solomon  cast."  If  we 
are  to  take  verse  14  as  historical^  how  are  we  to  regard  verse  15 
as  nn-historical?    Not  the  slightest  explanation  is  forthcoming. 

>  Verse  15  would  blow  his  theory  to  pieces,  therefore  "  no  notice 
is  taken  *'  of  it  I  Let  the  Bible  student  understand  that  this 
is  what  is  meant  by  proving  one's  case  from  history. 

V.  A  similar  treatment  of  history  occurs  in  the  sentence, 
which  immediately  follows  :— 

"  The  statement  in  1  Kings  3. 4  is  perhaps  to  be  taken  along 
with  3.  15,  bat  does  not  become  at  all  more  credible  on  that 
account." 

"The  statement  in  1  Kings  3.  4"  is  another  clear,  and 
emphatic,  disproof  of  our  author's  theory ;  so  it  is  coolly 
dismissed,  as  not  "  credible."  But  why  is  it  not  "  credible  "  ? 
No  answer  is  given.  The  statement  is  as  follows  :  ^  And  the 
king  went  to  Gibeon  to  sacrifice  there :  a  thousand  burnt- 
offerings  Qoloth)  did  Solomon  offer  upon  that  altar."  Here, 
at  the  outset  of  Solomon's  reign,  the  ^olah  is  in  un-mistakeable 
knowledge,  and  honour,  in  Israel.  When  he  returns  to  Jeru- 
salem, his  worship  is  again  commemorated,  both  ^olah  and 
shelamiyn  being  specified :   "  And  he  came  to  Jerusalem  and 
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Stood  before  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant  of  the  Lord,  and  offered 
up  ^oloth^  and  presented  shelamm^  and  prepared  a  feast  for 
all  his  servants."  When  confronted  with  this  additional  proof 
of  the  early  prominence  of  the  ^olah^  all  that  onr  author  can 
cry  out  is — "  Not  at  all  more  credible "  I  But  whence  the 
"incredibility"  arises,  we  have  not  a  word  of  explanation. 
We  have  quoted  him  in  full,  and  our  readers  can  judge  if  we 
are  mis-representing  him. 

VI.  Before  leaving  the  note,  from  which  the  last  two 
quotations  are  made,  we  maj  notice  its  further  statement : — 

"  Of  course  it  is  nnderstood  that  only  those  passages  are  cited 
here  in  which  mention  is  made  of  offerings  actually  made,  and  not 
merely  general  statements  abont  one  or  more  kinds  of  offerings." 

He  is  here  professing  to  reveal  part  of  his  method,  which  is 
to  found  only  on  definitely  completed  sacrifices,  and  never  on 
general  descriptions  of  the  kinds  of  sacrifice.  On  this  we 
have  two  remarks  to  offer.  (1)  First,  he  is  telling  us  a  glecret, 
which  is  not  worth  divulging.  A  general  description  of  sacri- 
fices is  as  good  evidence  as  a  brief  reference  to  some  individual 
sacrifice.  The  only  question,  in  either  case,  is.  What  is  the 
trustworthiness  of  the  narrator  ? 

(2)  Our  second  remark  is  that  he  does  not  adhere  to  the 
method,  which  he  thus  parades,  (a)  His  very  next  quotation, 
two  lines  further  down,  is  "Exod.  10.  25,"  which  reads  as 
follows  :  "  And  Moses  said.  Thou  must  also  give  into  our  hand 
sacrifices  and  burnt-offerings,  that  we  may  sacrifice  unto  the 
Lord  our  Ood.  Our  cattle  also  shall  go  with  us  ;  there  shall 
not  an  hoof  be  left  behind  ;  for  thereof  must  we  take  to  serve 
the  Lord  our  God ;  and  we  know  not  with  what  we  must  serve 
the  Lord,  until  we  come  thither."  Is  this  an  "  offering  actu- 
ally made^^  ?  Or  is  it  not  the  most  "general  statement  about 
one  or  more  kinds  of  offering  "  ?    The  speaker  acknowledges 
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he  "  knows  not,"  till  he  get  more  Jight,  how  to  go  about  the 
"  service  "  I  And  we  have  no  record,  when  Egypt  was  left,  of 
the  offerings  being  "  actually  made."  {V)  (Jo  down  other  two 
lines,  and  we  find,  as  another  quotation,  ^^  2  Kings  5.  17," 
which  reads  as  follows  :  **  And  Naaman  said.  If  not,  yet  I  pray 
thee  let  there  be  given  to  thy  servant  two  mules*  burden  of 
earth;  for  thy  servant  will  henceforth  offer  neither  burnt- 
offering  nor  sacrifice  unto  other  gods,  but  unto  the  Lord."  Is 
this  an  "  offering  actually  made "  ?  Or  is  it  not  the  most 
"  general  statement "  possible,  of  a  mere  inclination  to  sacrifice? 
We  have  no  record  of  Naaman's  safe  return  to  Syria,  nor  of 
his  "actually  making"  a  single  sacrifice,  (c)  A  few  lines 
further  down,  at  the  top  of  p.  71,  we  find,  as  a  further  quotation, 
"  1  Sam.  3. 12  seq."  In  these  verses,  we  read  "  the  custom  of  the 
priests  with  the  people  was  that,  tvJien  any  man  offered  sacri- 
fice": and  again,  "the  priest's  servant  came  and  said  to  the 
man  that  sacrificed."  Is  it  possible  for  human  language  to 
supply  references,  more  "  general,"  and  more  utterly  disso- 
ciated from  a  record  of  specific  offerings,  "  actually  made "  ? 
Neither  the  person  of  a  single  offerer,  nor  the  "  kind "  of  a 
single  offering,  is  mentioned,  throughout  the  passage. 

We  have  said  the  point,  thus  illustrated,  is  of  no  practical 
consequence.  In  our  view,  Wellhausen  is  perfectly  entitled  to 
quote,  and  argue  from,  the  three  passages  we  have  just  referred 
to  :  but  he  is  not  also  entitled,  a  few  lines  previously,  to  deny 
them  all  status,  and  value,  as  evidence.  We  have  gone  over 
them,  merely  as  illustrating  the  hasty,  and  habitual,  inaccuracy 
(a  consequence  doubtless  of  the  pure  Imaginariness  of  his 
system),  from  which  it  seems  impossible  for  our  author  to 
escape.  When  he  multipUes  texts,  without  quoting  one  of  them, 
and  when  he  strings  off  declarations,  as  matters  "  of  course," 
it  is  then  that  his  utterances  have  most  need  to  be  sifted,  and 
watched. 
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VII.  Let  US  now  look  |t  the  plain,  and   overwhelming, 
evidence,  which  the  historical  Books  present,  of  the  antiquity  of 
the  ^olahf  and  by  the  presentation  of  which  they  utterly  ridi- 
cule our  author^s  position.    His  discovery  is  that  the  shelamim  5 
are  the  primitive  offering,  and  that  the  ^olah  becomes,  only  j 
post-Exilically,  prominent.    What  are  the  facts  ?  '• 

We  have  only  one  kind  of  offering,  specified  as  observed  by ', 
Noah,  and  it  is  the  ^olah  (Gen.  8.  20).    We  have  only  one 
kind  of  offering,  commanded  to  Abraham  (Gen.  22.  2),  and  - 
only  one  kind,  presented  by  Abraham  (Gen.  22. 13),  and,  in 
both  instances,  it  is  the  *'oldh.    Neither  in  Genesis,  nor  in  " 
Exodus,  are  shelamim  once  mentioned,  till  God  has  spoken  to 
Moses  from   Sinai :    it  was  possibly,  therefore,  among  the< 
Sinaitic  ordinances,  that  they  first  arose,  as  a  special  class.^, 
Moses  asks  Pharaoh  (Exod.  10.  25)  to  give  him  materials  for 
^oloth  and  zebhachim  (but  shelamim  are  not  specified).    Jethro, 
a  Midianite  worshipper  (Exod.  18.  12),  offers  ^'olah  and  zebha- 
chim (but  shelamim  are  not  specified).    As  soon  as  God  speaks  ^ 
from  Sinai,  the  shelamim  appear,  as  a  recognised  class,  and  \ 
continue  so,  throughout  the  history.     The  Jehovistic  Code,  j 
which  our  author  (whimsically)  assigns  to  the  royal  period,  \ 
brackets  ^  oloth  and  shelamim  together  (Exod.  20. 24)  ;  that  is  \ 
the  first  occurrence  of  shelamim^  in  the  whole  Bible,     Balaam  \ 
("  the  Aramean  who  understands  as  well  as  any  Israelite  how 
to  offer  sacrifices  to  Jehovah,"  p.  54)  offers  only  one  kind  of 
sacrifice,  and  it  is  ^olah  (Num.  23. 3, 15, 17).     The  Deuterono- 
mist,  whom  our  author  assigns  to  the  later  royal  period,  does 
not  seem  to  exhaustively  enumerate  oblations,  but,  in  one 
passage  (Dent.  12.  7),  he  groups  ^oloth  and  zebhachim^  along 
with  sundry  minor  offerings  ;  and,  in  another  passage  (Deut. 
27. 6),  he  groups  ^oloth  and  shelamim  together,  in  this  follow- 
ing the  Jehovist,  and  a  general  habit  of  Scripture  writers. 
Joshua  follows  this  phraseology,  ^oloth  and  sheUmim^  at  Mount 
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c  Ebal  (Josh.  8.  81).  Only  one  kind  of  sacrifice  is  commanded 
/  to  Gideon,  and  it  is  ^olah  (Judg.  6.  26).  Only  one  kind  of 
sacrifice  is  attributed  to  Jephthah,  and  it  is  ^olah  (Jadg.  11. 
31).  Only  one  kind  of  sacrifice  is  commanded  to  Manoah,  and 
'  it  is  ^olah  (Judg.  13.  16).  At  Bethel,  the  Israelites  sacrifice 
•  ^oloth  and  shelamim  (Judg.  20.  26).  There,  they  again 
repeat  ^oloth  and  shelnmim  (Judg.  31.  4).  At  Mizpah, 
Samuel  offers  only  one  kind  of  sacrifice,  and  it  is  ^'olah 
(1  Sam.  6.  10).  At  Gilgal,  ^oloih  and  shelamim  are  grouped, 
as  usual  (1  Sam.  10.  8),  though  the  ^olah  seems  promi- 
nent (1  Sam.  13.  9,  10).  When  David  brings  up  the  ark, 
he  offers  ^oloffi  and  shelamim  (2  Sam.  6.  17,  though  the  ^olah  is 
perhaps  the  exclusive  reference,  in  verse  13).  At  Araunah's 
threshing-floor  (2  Sam.  34),  the  ^oldh  is  exclusively  mentioned, 
in  verses  22  and  24,  and  the  conjunction  of  ^oloth  and 
shelamim  follows,  in  verse  25.  At  Gibeon,  Solomon  offers  only 
one  kind  of  sacrifice,  and  it  is  ^olah  (1  Elings  3.  4).  At  Jeru- 
salem, he  offers  ''oloth  and  shelamim  (1  Kings  3. 15),  and,  at  the 
dedication,  ^olahy  minchah,  and  shelamim  (1  Kings  8.  64, 
though  the  shelamim  seem  prominent,  in  verse  63).  Only  one 
sacrifice,  by  Elijah,  is  recorded,  and  it  is  ^olah  (1  Kings  18. 88). 
Jehu  (2  Kings  9.  24,  25)  offers  zelhachim  and  ^oloth^  and  Ahaz 
(2  Kings  16. 13-15)  offers  ^oloth  and  shelamim^  though  both 
seem  to  give  prominence  to  the  ^olah. 

Is  it  possible  to  survey  such  a  catalogtie^  without  being  lost 
in  wonder  that  it  should  have  been  reserved  for  the  nineteenth 
century  to  discover  that  the  ^olah  was  never  prominmt,  in  Israel^ 
till  after  the  Exile  ?  The  only  plea,  which  we  can  imagine, 
for  Wellhausen  is,  "  I  could  not  see  for  the  greatness  of  the 
lightJ*'  The  "light,"  in  the  form  of  evidence  for  the 
antiquity  of  the  ^olahy  is  quite  overpowering.  The  ^olcA  is 
the  only  specified  kind  of  patriarchal  sacrifice :  it  is  men- 
tioned, with  prominence,  and  with  apparent  exclusiveness,  in 
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several  of  the  subsequent  passages :  and  there  is  not  one  of 
them,  in  which  it  is  dealt  with  in  a  manner  to  imply  the  slightest 
subordination  to  shelamim.  It  is,  clearly,  one  of  the  best  known, 
fundamental,  and  ancient  offerings  in  Israel,  and  in  the  world. 

VIII.  How  does  our  author  get  quit  of  the  foregoing  over- 
whelming mass  of  evidence  ?  He  has  no  difficulty,  nor 
diflBdence,  whatever,  in  annihilating  it  all.  We  saw  how  he 
could  shut  his  eyes  to  the  Scripture  usages  of  zelhach^  and  offer 
it,  as  a  synonym  for  "  thank-offering."  We  shall  now  see  how 
he  can  solemnly  point  his  reader  to  twenty-seven  Scripture  texts 
(without  quoting  ths  words  of  one  of  them  I)  and  claim  them, 
w&  proving  what  Scripture  quite  repudiates.  He  presents  them, 
in  three  lots,  first  a  lot  of  four,  then  a  lot  of  seven,  and  then  a 
lot  of  sixteen.  We  shall  criticise  them,  according  to  his  own 
arrangement. 

(1)  He  first  points  to  an  inability,  which,  he  says,  a  general 
survey  of  these  texts  demonstrates,  on  the  part  of  the  ^olah^  to 
stand  on  its  own  legs  :  it  must  always  have  company :  and  this 
is  an  inherent  sign  of  weakness.    Here  is  his  statement : 

"  Now  it  is  worth  noticing  how  seldom  the  *  oldh  occurs  alone." 

We  venture  to  think  that  a  more  astounding  statement  than 
this  has  been  seldom  penned.  He  is  canvassing  whether  the 
^olah^  or  the  shelamim^  is  the  more  prominent  sacrifice  ;  and  he 
points  us  to  twenty-seven  texts,  as  the  basis  for  his  decision.  We  ^ 
have  read  over  the  whole  twenty-seven  (and  we  ask  the  reader  to 
follow  our  example),  and  we  find  that,  in  not  one  of  them,  do 
the  shelamim  "  occur  alone,*'  whereas,  in  eleven  of  them,  the 
^olah  does  "  occur  alone  "  I  Was  there  ever  such  a  caricature 
of  criticism  ?  If  the  fact  of  "  occurring  alone  "  is  a  proof  of 
strength,  and  of  superiority,  then  the  ^olah  beats  the  shelamim 
by  11  to  0. 
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(2)  Our  aathor^s  immediately  succeeding  statements  remind 
as  of  nothing  so  much  as  the  Irishman's  plea  to  a  charge  of 
theft,  "  Not  gtdltyy  my  lord,  but — I  promise  I'll  n^'er  do  it 
again'*  He  has  just  pointed  to  the  fact  that  the  ^olah  can 
hardly  "occur  alone,"  as  a  proof  of  its  inferiority:  What  is 
his  very  next  effort  ?  It  is  to  try  to  offer  ample  explanations 
of  the  many  indubitable  instances^  in  which  the  ^olah  does 
"  occur  alone  "  I 

Let  us  look  at  his  explanations.  They  are  of  the  very 
feeblest  kind.    He  says  : 

"  It  is  necessarily  so  (i.e.,  it  is  necessarily  alone)  in  the  case  of 
human  sacrifice  (Gen.  22.  2  seq. ;  Judges  11.  31 ;  2  £[ings  3.  27 ; 
Jer.  19.  5)  "  (p.  69). 

This  is  the  first  of  the  three  lots,  into  which  the  texts  ar* 
divided.  These  four  texts  are  grouped  into  a  common  lot,  as 
being  all  concerned  with  "  human  sacrifice." 

(a)  What  conceivable  support  can  our  author's  "thesis" 
get  from  such  a  plea  ?  We  may,  surely,  assume  that,  when 
"human  sacrifices"  were  offered,  they  were  the  most  solemn^ 
and  precious,  which  the  worshipper  felt  he  could  present.  If 
so,  and  if  there  was  "  necessity "  that  they  take  the  form  of 
*<?M,  and  that  the  ^olah  be  ^^alone^*'  is  t/iat  a  proof  of  the 
inferiority  of  the  ^olah  ?  Is  it  not  rather  the  strongest  possible 
indication  of  its  ancient  pre-eminence  ?  Surely,  in  the  case  of 
the  most  awful,  and  touching,  of  ancient  sacrifices,  a  form, 
which  is  utterly  subordinate,  will  not  be  put  forth  into  pro- 
minent, and  exclusive,  honour.  By  drawing  attention  to  the 
fact  that  these  four  sacrifices  are  "human,"  our  author  (if 
anything)  greatly  adds  to  the  dignity  of  the  ^olah,  rather  than 
impairs  it. 

(b)  The  four  instances  are  those  of  Abraham,  of  Jephthah, 
of  the  king  of  Moab,  and  a  general  charge,  against  previous 
kings  and  worshippers,  by  Jeremiah.    Our  author's  position  is 
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that  all  these  wordiippere  were  in  the  way  of  disparagmg  the 
^olah^  that  it  was  by  "  other  kinds  "  of  sacrifice  their  religious 
life  was  usually  signalised,  and  that  they  had  recourse  to  the 
un-honoured  ^olah^  in  these  instances,  merely  because  it  was 
their  own  children  that  were  being  sacrificed.  But  the  reading 
of  the  four  texts  does  not  supply  a  scintilla  of  corroboration 
for  these  views :  they  are  spun  entirely  out  of  our  author's — 
Imagination.  Genesis  gives  us  no  outline  of  the  imial "  kinds  " 
of  oflfering,  nor  of  the  usual  ritualistic  details,  with  which 
Abraham,  or  any  other  patriarch,  was  occupied  :  the  ^olah  alone 
is  specified,  for  Noah,  and  for  Abraham.  No  individual  judge 
has  the  usual  routine  of  his  sacrificial  life  spread  out  in  detail, 
in  the  Book  of  the  Judges  :  the  ''olah  alone  is  specified,  in  con- 
nection with  three  of  them,  Gideon,  Jephthah,  and  Samson's 
father,  though  we  are  assured  that  shelamim  were  also  known. 
We  need  hardly  say  that  of  the  ordinary  worship  of  Mesha, 
king  of  Moab,  we  know  nothing  :  our  only  record  is  his  oflfering 
his  eldest  son,  for  ^olah.  The  idea  that  oflFerings  of  a  more 
popular,  or  more  appropriate,  or  more  splendid  kind  had  to  be 
set  aside,  on  either  of  these  three  occasions,  has  no  evidence 
whatever  in  its  support.  The  idea  is  specially  inept  in  the 
case  of  Abraham :  for  the  **  human  sacrifice "  was  never 
carried  out :  when  "  the  ram "  was  sacrificed,  why  did  not 
Abraham,  and  Isaac,  and  the  young  men  revert  to  Well- 
hausen's  standing,  and  appropriate,  "  thank-oflfering,"  for  the 
happy  issue,  that  had  been  vouchsafed  ?  Why  is  the  ^olah  still 
adhered  to  ? 

{c)  Each  of  the  three  special  cases  confirms  what  we  have 
suggested,  as  probable,  on  general  grounds,  regarding  the  vast 
importance  of  the  occasions,  when  "  human  sacrifice  "  would 
be  had  recourse  to.  Abraham's,  avowedly,  represents  the  most 
august  occasion,  which  even  Jehovah  can  prescribe,  whereby 
faith  shall  be  tested,  and  the  "  fear  of  God  "  shall  be  displayed  : 
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Jephthah'a  represents  a  promise,  made  when  his  own  fame,  and 
his  nation's  very  existence,  hong  trembling  on  the  chance  of 
battle  :  Mesha*s  represents  the  up-going  of  his  idiole  sool,  out 
of  the  depths,  to  Ghemosh,  that  he  would  save  him,  in  the 
direst  of  extremity.  "We  will  require  something  stronger 
than  a  jaunty  ipse  dixit  from  Wellhausen  to  convince  us 
that,  at  crises  of  trial  such  as  these,  an  un-familiar,  and  un- 
important, style  of  offering,  instead  of  the  most  fundamental, 
and  hallowed,  style,  which  praxis  could  supply,  was  selected  as 
suitable. 

(d)  His  fourth  instance,  from  Jeremiah — **  they  have  filled 
this  place  with  the  blood  of  the  innocents,  and  have  built  the 
high  places  of  Baal  to  bum  their  sons  in  the  fire  for  ^oloth  unto 
Baal,  which  I  commanded  not,  nor  spake  it,  neither  came  it 
into  My  mind  *' — makes  the  offering  of  human  ^oloth  a  general 
characteristic  of  "their  fathers  and  the  kings  of  Judah,"  in 
past  ages:  instead  of  dwarfing  the  ^olahy  therefore,  it  rather 
augments  its  prominence,  and  antiquity  I  In  this  context, 
moreover,  mention  \&  made  of  "  burning  incense,"  and  "  pouring 
out  drink-offerings,"  so  that  Wellhausen  has  no  warrant  here 
for  asserting  that  the  human  ^olah  was  "necessarily"  tm- 
accompanied  by  any  other  ceremonial.  And,  while  Jeremiah 
describes  the  offering  of  their  sons  and  daughters,  as  ^olah^ 
Ezekiel  employs  zehhach  to  describe  the  same  offering — '*  and 
ye  zabhach-ed  (sacrificed)  your  sons  and  your  daughters  for 
them  to  devour "  (Ezek.  16.  20).  In  this,  the  writer  of  the 
106th  Psalm  accords  with  Ezekiel :  speaking  of  Israel's  human 
sacrifices,  after  the  conquest  of  Canaan,  he  says — "  And  they 
zahhach-^  (saciificed)  their  sons  and  their  daughters  to  idols. 
And  they  poured  out  innocent  blood,  the  blood  of  their  sons 
and  their  daughters,  whom  they  zahhach-eA,  (sacrificed)  to  the 
images  of  Canaan "  (Ps.  106.  37,  88).  It  did  not  suit  our 
author  to  quote  these  two  last  descriptions  of  the  "human 
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aacrifice,"  for  they  show  that  zahhachy  instead  of  always  mean- 
ing to  make  "  a  thank-oflfering,"  originally  (as  we  have  con- 
tended) signified  to  sacrifice,  in  the  most  wide  and  general  i 
sense,  of  which  ^olah  might  be  one  development,  and  shelamim  \ 
might  be  another. 

It  thns  appears  that  all  these  fonr  quotations,  which  our 
author  presses  into  a  parenthesis,  without  quoting  a  syllable  of 
any  of  them,  not  only  do  not  support  his  thesis,  but  militate 
most  strongly  against  it. 

IX.  The  second  lot  of  texts  consists  of  seven.  They  are 
grouped  together  in  the  following  sentence,  where  they  are 
appealed  to,  as  proving  the  inferiority  of  the  ^olah^  and  as 
illustrating  its  ordinary  inability  to  "  occur  alone  "  : — 

**  Otherwise  it  (t.e.,  the  solitary  oocurrence  of  the  ^olah)  is  not 
nsxial  (Gen.  8.  20;  Nam.  23.  1  seq.;  Judges  6.  20,  26,  13.  16,  23; 
1  Sam.  7.  9  seq. ;  1  Ejngs  3.  4, 18.  34,  38) ;  moreover,  all  the  ex- 
amples just  cited  are  extraordinary  or  mythical  in  their  character, 
a  circumstance  that  may  not  affect  the  evidence  of  the  existence  of 
the  custom  in  itself,  but  is  important  as  regards  the  statistics  of 
its  frequency  "  (pp.  69,  70). 

(1)  In  considering  this  conglomerate,  let  it  be  remembered 
we  are  dealing  with  a  writer,  whose  first  ground,  for  disparaging 
the  *'olah^  is  that  it  can  hardly  '^  occur  alone."  But  what  have 
we  here  ?  We  have  a  list  of  seven  reference  to  sacrifice, 
ranging  from  the  Flood  to  the  reign  of  Ahab,  and,  in  every  one 
q\  them,  the  ^olah  "  occurs  alom^''  and,  among  the  offerers  of, 
it,  are  some  of  the  most  illustrious  names,  in  Scripture  history. 
Could  a  stronger  demonstration  be  desired  of  the  antiquity, 
and  of  the  prominence,  of  the  ^olah  f  Surely,  to  borrow  our 
author's  words,  such  a  fact  *'  is  worth  noticing,'*  and  indeed 
sufiices  to  turn  his  onslaught  on  the  'olah  into  an  utter  farce. 
The  names  of  the  offerers  are  Noah,  Balaam,  Gideon,  Manoah, 
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Samuel,  Solomon,  Elijah.  In  the  case  of  five  of  them,  no  other 
offering  than  the  ^olah  is  ever  recorded. 

'  (2)  But,  says  our  author,  their  conduct  "is  not  usual." 
Their  examples  are  "  extraordinary  or  mythical."  WTiere  has 
he  ascertained  this?  He  vouchsafes  no  reply.  The  history 
gives  no  hint  that  these  worshippers  are  diverging  from  the 
ordinary  praxis  of  their  contemporaries.  If  Noah's  sacrifices 
were  "  not  usual "  before  the  Flood,  where  have  we  any  record 
of  his  "  usual "  sacrifices  ?  If  Balaam's  sacrifices  were  "  not 
usual "  at  Pethor,  how  can  we  ascertain  his  "  usual "  sacrifices, 
when  he  was  at  home  ?  It  is  enough,  therefore,  to  meet  the 
assertion  of  "  not  usual,"  by  characterising  it  as  un-supported, 
and  incredible,  dogmatism. 

I      (3)  But  we  have  a  further  reply.     These  worshippers  are  the 

'  verg  men,  to  whom  Wellhausen,  when  it  suits  him,  points  us,  as 
examples  of  what  was  "usual,"  and  "ordinary,"  and  as  settling, 
authoritatively,  what  was  practised  in  their  day  I   We  have  not 

'  forgotten  p.  54,  where  "  Noah  the  father  of  all  mankind  "  is 
appealed  to  as  proving,  against  the  Priestist,  that  sacrifice  "  is 
as  old  as  the  world  itself."  On  the  same  page,  "  Balaam  the 
Aramean  "  is,  unquestioningly,  commended  for  being  as  correct, 
in  the  offering  of  sacrifice,  "  as  any  Israelite."  Not  on  one 
page,  but  on  a  score  of  pages,  Gideon  is  dragged  in,  as  a  sure 
index  of  ancient  praxis — of  "  what  is  demonstrably  the  oldest 
ritual"  (p.  62).  On  p.  21,  Elijah  is  "that  great  zealot  for 
purity  of  worship,"  and  he  is,  unhesitatingly,  to  be  relied  on,  for 
what  is  "  ordinary,"  and  permissible.  On  the  next  page  to  our 
present  quotation,  p.  71,  Samuel  is  laid  hold  of  as  an  indubita- 
ble illustration  of  what  "  usually  "  passed,  at  sacrificial  feasts  : 
on  p.  70,  at  Mizpah,  he  is  a  "  myth  "—on  p.  71,  at  Zuph,  he  is 
a  reality  !  Where  it  does  not  suit  Wellhausen,  he  scouts  the 
practice  of  these  worshippers,  and  cries  out — "Not  usual," 
"  Extraordinary,"  "  Mythical "  I     Where  it  will  suit  his  whim 
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for  the  moment,  he  takes  these  same  worshippers  mider  his 
wings,  and  makes  their  conduct  the  very  corner-stones  of  his 
reasoning  I 

It  is,  surely,  unnecessary  to  say  more. 

The  fact  of  "occurring  alone  "  is  thus  a  distinction,  which 
the  ^olah  obtains,  in  no  less  than  eleven  out  of  our  author's 
twenty-seven  quotations.  Where  "  human  sacrifice "  is  dealt 
with,  that  fact  greatly  adds  to  the  superior  dignity  of  the 
^olahy  instead  of  detracting  from  it :  and  the  other  seven 
instances  present  a  resistless  series  of  testimony,  from  worship- 
pers, whose  indubitable  suitability  is  amply  attested  by 
Wellhausen  himself. 

X.  We  have  still  the  third  lot  of  texts,  consisting  of  sixteen, 
to  consider.  Our  author  condenses  the  instruction  of  these 
texts  into  three  lines^  but  he  does  not  admit  a  single  word  from 
any  of  the  sixteen  into  his  text.  An  investigation  of  them 
(which  he  thus  avoids)  may  be  useful  to  the  Bible  student,  in 
giving  him  a  positive  view  of  the  Scripture  references  to  Israeli- 
tish  sacrifice,  and  it  will  also  supply  another  excellent  test  (A 
the  value  of  Wellhausen's  summaries  of  Scripture  history. 

The  sentence,  with  which   we  now  proceed  to  deal,  is  the 

following  : — 

"As  a  rule,  the  *ol<ih  occnrs  only  in  conjunction  with  zehluichim, 
and,  when  this  is  the  case,  the  latter  are  in  the  majority  and  are 
always  in  the  plural,  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  first  is  frequently 
in  the  singular— Eiod.  10.  25,  IS.  12,  24.  5,  32.  6;  Joshua  8.  31 ; 
Judges  20.  26,  21.  4;  1  Sam.  6.  14  seq.,  10.  8,  13.  9-11;  2  Sam. 
6. 17  seq.,  24.  23-25;  1  Kings  3.  15,  8.  63  seq.;  2  Kings  5.  17, 
10.  24,  25 ''  (p.  70). 

We  have  already  shown  how  the  texts  are  given,  in  a  note 
appended  to  the  sentence.  We  should  imagine  few  sentences 
have  been  ever  penned,  that  were  literally  so  over-run,  by  their 
author,  with  phylacteries :    it  seems  absolutely  to  revel  in 
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demonstrations.  But  there  maybe  such  a  thing  as  ^' protesting 
too  much  *':  and  we  do  not  think  the  sentence  finds  any 
"  safety,"  in  the  **  multitude  of  counsellors,''  by  whom  it  pro- 
fesses to  be  surrounded.  Any  one  will  admit  that,  if  the 
sentence  be  true,  it  ought  to  be  manifoldly,  imd  indubitably,  re- 
flected, in  such  an  array  of  texts.  Our  inquiry  will  now  be,  Is 
it  BO  reflected  f 

As  we  are  dealing  with  a  writer,  who  claims,  towards  the 
close  of  the  nineteenth  century,  to  have  revolutionised  the 
arrangement  of  our  Scripture  Records,  and  as  we  are  offering  a 
crucial  test  of  his  reliability,  as  a  critic,  we  deem  the  point  of 
sufficient  importance  to  warrant  us  in  putting  the  sentence,  and 
the  texts,  in  parallel  columns  ;  and,  by  retaining  the  sacrificial 
Hebrew  words  in  English  letters,  the  Bible  student,  though  not 
a  Hebrew  expert,  will  be  enabled  to  judge  quite  well  of  the 
force  of  the  arguments.  Before  quoting,  we  have  this  general 
criticism  to  make,  as  warranted  by  the  texts,  viz,  both  ^olah 
and  zebhach  may  be  used  in  a  collective  senee^  to  signify  more 
animals  than  one :  their  occurrence,  in  the  singular,  therefore, 
(ioes  not  prove  that  only  one  animal  is  meant,  unless  the  con- 
text otherwise  restricts  the  offering  to  one  animaL  For 
example,  in  1  Kings  8. 68,  Solomon's  peace-offerings  {shelamim) 
are  described  by  zebhachy  in  the  singular — ^**  Solomon  sacrificed 
the  zebhach  of  peace-offerings  " — ^but  the  verse  assures  us  that 
this  zebhach  consisted  of  a  hundred  and  forty  two  thousand 
animals.  In  like  manner,  Jehu,  in  2  Kings  10. 18-25,  sum- 
mons all  the  worshippers  of  Baal,  from  the  ends  of  the  land, 
that  they  may  join  in  a  round  of  sacrifices,  which  shall  out-do 
the  most  splendid  of  the  reign  of  Ahab ;  but  he  sums  up  the 
whole  by  zebhach^  in  the  singular—"  I  have  a  great  zebhach  for 
Baal "  (verse  19)  :  a  Utfcle  further  down,  this  develops  into, — 
^'  and  they  went  in  to  offer  zebhachim  and  ^oloth  "  (verse  24)  : 
while,  in  the  very  next  verse,  we  have  a  summation  by  *'olah 
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in  the  singular — ^^  and  it  came  to  pass  as  soon  as  he  had  made 
an  end  of  offering  the  ^olah "  (verse  25)  :  thus,  in  this 
passage,  we  have  both  nouns  used  in  a  collective  sense,  4nd 
both  nouns  used  also  in  the  plural.  In  1  Sam.  6. 14,  ^olah  is 
in  the  singular,  though  we  are  expressly  told  it  includes  more 
than  one  animal — "they  offered  the  kine  for  an  ^olah,^'*  In 
2  Sam.  24.  22-25,  Araunah  sums  up  his  cattle  by  ^olah^  in  the 
singular — "Behold  the  cattle  (oxen),  for  the  ^olah  "  (verse  22): 
but  this  inmiediately  develops  into  ^oloih^  in  verse  24,  and 
again,  in  verse  25, — "  and  David  offered  ^oloOi  and  ahelaminu^^ 
We  have  not  gone  beyond  our  author's  sixteen  texts,  for  illus- 
tration :  but  the  same  usage  is  common  to  aU  Hebrew  writers. 
To  give  only  one  instance :  in  Num.  29.  13,  twenty-nine 
animals  are  represented  by  ^olahj  in  the  singular — "ye  shall 
offer  an  ^olaky  thirteen  young  bullocks,  two  rams,  fourteen  he- 
lambs  of  the  first  year."  Of  course,  if  the  context  specify  only 
one  animal,  as  when  Elijah  offers  a  bullock,  or  Abraham  a  ram, 
that  is  a  different  matter :  but  neither  zehhachj  nor  ^oUh^  in 
themselves^  imply  only  one  victim.  In  their  plurals,  while 
*oloth  and  zebhachim  both  imply  more  victims  than  one,  shela- 
mim  does  not  necessarily  do  so :  throughout  Lev.  3  (verses  1, 
7,  and  12)  shelamim  is  regularly  plural,  while  the  victims  are 
r^ularly  singular. 

We  do  not  object  to  our  author  quoting  Joshua,  though  he  so 
often  ignores  him.  Nor  shall  we  object  to  his  including  Naaman, 
and  the  golden  calf  worshippers,  and  Jehu  sacrificing  to  Baal, 
among  illustrations  of  true  Israelitish  sacrifice.  Assume  that 
he  is  right  in  all  this :  assume  also  that  he  is  (though  he  is  far 
from  being)  right,  in  holding  that  zelhachim  must  always  be  re- 
stricted to  "thank-offering'*:  only,  keep  in  mind  that  both 
zebhach  and  ^olah  may  be  used  as  collectives^  and  that  they  do 
not  imply  the  sUghtest  proof  that  only  one  animal  is  meant, 
unless  the  context  expressly  states  so. 
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Let  us  now  make  the  comparisou,  which  we  have  proposed. 

"  The  Rule."  First  Example  of  "  The  Rtde.'* 

"  As  a  rale,  [the  *olah  occnrs  "  And  Moses  said,  Also  thou 

only  in  conjunction  with  zehha-  shalt  give  us  in  our  hand  zebha- 

chini],  and,  when  this  is  the  case,  chim  and  *oloth,   and  we  shall 

the  latter  are  in  the  maiority  sacrifice  unto  the  Lord  our  God'' 

and  are  always  in  the  plural,  (Ezod.  1(X  25). 
while,  on  the  other  hand«  the 
first  is  frequently  in  the  singu- 
lar." 

It  is  enough  to  note  here  :  (1)  Both  words  are  in  the  plural ; 

(2)  there  is  no  indication  of  which  are  "in  the  majority": 

(3)  there  is  no  indication  of  the  subordination  of  ^olah  to 
zehhach.  We  cannot  forbear  adding  that  Wellhausen  knows 
more  of  the  intended  sacrifices  than  Moses  himself :  Wellhau- 
sen knows  which  sacrifices  are  to  be  "  in  the  majority,"  but 
Moses  confesses  general  ignorance  as  to  the  arrangements  : 
"  we  know  not  how  we  shall  perform  the  service  to  Jehovah,  till 
w^e  come  into  the  wilderness  "  (verse  26). 

"  The  Rule.*'  Second  Example  of  "  The 
"As  a  rule,  [the  *olah  occurs  Rule.** 
only  in  conjunction  with  zebha^  "  And  Jethro,  Moses's  father- 
chim\  and,  when  this  is  the  case,  in-law,  took  an  *olah  and  zebha- 
the  latter  are  in  the  majority  chim  for  God;  and  Aaron  and 
and  are  always  in  the  plural,  all  the  elders  of  Israel  came  to 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  eat  bread  with  Moses's  father- 
first  is  frequently  in  the  singu-  in-law  before  God "  (Exod.  18. 
lar."  12). 

We  note  :  (1)  ^olah  is  in  the  singular,  and  zehhachim  in  the 

plural :  (2)  but  ^olah  may  be  collective,  and  the  context  does 

not  give  the  slightest  suggestion  that  only  one  animal  is  here 

meant :  (3)  there  is,  therefore,  nothing  to  show  which  are  **  in 

the  majority  ":  (4)  nor  is  there  any  statement  of  subordination. 

The  foregoing  is  sufficient :  but,  on  our  author's  principles, 

we  may  add  that,  so  far  as  prohaUUty  goes,  it  points,  almost 

inevitably,  to  a  multiplicity  of  victims,  for  the  ^olah,    Jethro's 

object  is  to  emphasise  the  fact  that  it  has  been  shown,' on  a 

stupendous  scale,   that  "Jehovah  is  greater  than  all  gods" 
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(verse  11)  :•  now,  the  zehhachimy  according  to  Wellhausen,  are, 
only  to  a  small  extent  ("  an  honorary  portion  "),  bestowed  on 
God,  they  are  mainly  for  "the  sacrificial  gnests  "  :  the  "great- 
ness of  Jehovah,"  therefore,  has  to  be  concentred  in  the  ^olah^ 
a  fact  which  is  at  the  furthest  remove  from  provipg  that  only 
one  animal  is  offered. 

"  The  Rule:*  Thmt  Example  of  "  The  Rule:' 

**  As  a  rule,  [the  *olah  occurs  "  And  he  sent  the  young  offi- 

only  in  conjunction  with  aehha-  cers  of  the  children  of  Israel, 

chim\  and,  when  this  is  the  case,  and  they  sacrificed   'olotK  and 

the  latter  are  in  the  maiority  offered  zehhachim,  as  peace-of- 

and  are  always  in  the  plural,  ferings  (shelwrnimX  to  Jehoyah, 

while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  first  (namely)  oxen  *'  (Exod.  24.  5). 
is  frequently  in  the  singular." 

Here  (1)  both  ^olah  and  zebhach  are  in  the  plural :  (2)  there 
is  no  indication  of  which  are  "  in  the  majority " :  (3)  nor  is 
there  the  slightest  trace  of  subordination.  We  may  note  that 
zehhachim  and  shelamim  are  here  in  apposition,  and  not  com- 
pounded together :  had  they  been  compounded,  the  form  would 
have  been  zihhche  shelamim.  This  is  the  first  occurrence  of 
shelamim^  in  the  Old  Testament,  and  it  occurs  immediately 
after  Moses  has  had  the  divine  institutes  rehearsed  on  Sinai. 
It  is  possible  (though  we  neither  insist,  nor  ui^e  as  important,) 
that  it  may  represent  a  special  sacrificial  development,  pre- 
scribed through  Moses.  It  is  enough  that  we  have  shown 
that  the  text  does  not  yield  an  atom  of  support  to  our  author's 
"thesis." 

"  The  Rule."  Fourth  Example  of  "  The 

"As  a  rule,  [the  *olah  occurs  Rule" 

only  in  conjunction  with  zeliha-  "  And  they  rose  early  on  the 
ehim\  and,  when  this  is  the  case,  morrow,  and  they  sacrificed 
the  latter  are  in  the  maiority  'oloth,  and  they  presented  sJie- 
and  are  always  in  the  plural,  laminif  and  the  people  sat  down 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  for  to  eat  and  to  drink,  and 
first  is  frequently  in  the  singu-  (then)  they  rose  up  to  sport " 
lar."  (Exod.  32.  6). 

Here  (1)  both  ^olah  and  shelem  are  in  the  plural :  (2)  there 
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is  nothing  to  show  which  are  "in  the  majority":  (8)  nor  is 
there  any  trace  of  subordination.  If  the  last  text  was  Uie  first 
introduction  of  shelamimy  they  aie  perhaps  quoted  now,  as  a 
well  recognised  class,  without  the  additions  of  the  former  text : 
but  our  argument  does  not  need,  in  the  least,  to  lean  on  this. 


"  The  Rule:* 
"  As  a  rule,  [the  *olah  occurs 
only  in  conjunction  with  zehhd' 
chimX  and,  when  this  is  the  case, 
the  latter  are  in  the  maiority 
and  are  always  in  the  pinral, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
first  is  frequently  in  the  singn- 
lar." 


Fifth  Example  of  "  The  Ruler 
"Then  built  Joshua  an  altar 
to  Jehovah,  Grod  of  Israel,  on 
the  hiU  of  Ebal  (according  to 
what  Moses  the  servant  of  Je- 
hovah commanded  the  children 
of  Israel,  as  written  in  the  book 
of  the  law  of  Moses),  an  altar 
of  ahalem  (perfect)  stones,  on 
which  no  one  had  lifted  iron: 
and  they  sacrificed  on  them 
^oloth  to  Jehovah,  and  they  of- 
fered shelamim  "  (Josh.  8.  ol). 

Here  (1)  both  ^olah  and  shelem  are  in  the  {Jural :  (2)  there 
is  nothing  to  show  which  are  "  in  the  majority: "  (8)  nor  is 
there  any  trace  of  subordination.  Our  author's  thesis  is  thus 
here  quite  unsupported.  It  is  curious  to  note  that  shalem,  in 
the  adjective  form,  is  what  is  here  employed  to  describe  the 
stones  of  the  Jehovistic  altar,  though  this  has,  probably,  no 
reference  to  the  sacrifices  of  shelamim  upon  it.  It  suggests,  as 
the  ideas  originally  associated  with  the  root  shelem^  "perfect". 
"  entire,"  "  safe,"  "  peaceful."  As  applied  to  stones,  it  may 
indicate  entire,  or  un-dressed  :  as  applied  to  sacrifices,  it  may 
indicate  entireness  of  delight  in,  and  consecration  to,  God. 


"  The  Ruler 
"  As  a  rule,  [the  *olah  occurs 
only  in  conjunction  with  zebha- 
chim,']  and,  when  this  is  the  case, 
the  latter  are  in  the  maiority 
and  are  always  in  the  plural, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
first  is  frequently  in  the  singu- 
lar." 


Sixth  Example  of  **  Tlie  Rule.** 
"And  all  the  children  of  Is- 
rael went  up,  and  all  the  people, 
and  they  came  to  Bethel,  and 
they  wept,  and  they  sat  down 
there  before  Jehovan,  and  they 
fasted  on  that  day  till  the  even- 
ing, and  they  sacrificed  *oloth 
and  Bhelamim  before  Jehovah" 
(Judg.  20.  26). 
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Here  (1)  both  ^olah  and  shel&m  are  in  the  plural :  (2)  there 
is  nothing  to  indicate  which  are  "  in  the  majority  "  :  (3)  nor  is 
there  any  trace  of  subordination.  Thus  our  author's  thesis 
gets  no  support. 


"  The  Ruhr 
"  As  a  rale,  [the  ^olah  occnrs 
only  in  conjunction  with  zebka' 
chirn],  and,  when  this  is  the  case, 
the  latter  are  in  the  majority 
and  are  always  in  the  plural, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
first  is  freqoently  in  the  singa- 
lar." 


Seventh  Example  of  * 
Rule," 


The 


"And  it  came  to  pass  on  the 
morrow  that  the  people  awoke 
early,  and  they  built  there  an 
altar,  and  they  sacrificed  'oloth 
and  shelcwnim  "  (Judg.  21. 4). 


This  is  identical  with  the  last  example,  and  needs  only  the 
identical  comment. 


"  The  Rule," 

"  As  a  rule,  [the  'olah  occurs 
only  in  conjunction  with  ee&Ao- 
c^tm],  and,  when  this  is  the  case, 
the  latter  are  in  the  majority 
and  are  always  in  the  plural, 
while,  on  the  other  hand«  the 
first  is  frequentiy  in  the  singu- 
lar." 


Eighth  Example  of  "  The 
RuLe," 

"  And  the  cart  went  into  the 
field  of  Joshua  the  Bethshemite, 
and  it  stood  there,  and  there  a 
great  stone  Qsj).  And  they 
broke  up  the  wood  of  the  cart, 
and  the  kine  they  sacrificed  as 
an  *olah  for  Jehovah. 

"And  (it  was)  the  Levites 
(who)  had  lifted  down  the  ark 
of  Jehovah,  and  the  box  that 
was  with  it,  in  which  were  the 
utensils  of  gold,  and  they  plac- 
ed them  on  the  great  stone. 

"Then  the  men  of  Bethshe- 
mesh  sacrificed  'oloth,  and  of- 
fered zehhachim  on  that  day  to 
Jehovah  "  (1  Sam.  6.  U  seq.). 

This  quotation  is  quite  ^'  polemical  *'  against  our  author.    It 
mocks  his  thesis  altogether. 
There  seem  to  be  two  sacrifices  mentioned.    (1)  The  first  is, 
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probably,  offered  by  the  Philistines,  who  dispose  of  the  cart 
and  kine,  which  are  their  own  property,  in  honour  of  Jehovah  ^ 
(2)  they  use  ^olah  in  the  singular,  but  the  context  expressly 
bears  that  it  includes  more  than  one  animal  :  (8)  they  associate 
no  other  "  kind  "  of  offering  with  the  *oM,  so  that  its  antiquity, 
and  independence,  are  here  established.  The  thesis  thus  gets 
two  death-blows  from  these  Philistines. 

The  second  sacrifice  appears  to  be  offered  by  the  inhabitants 
of  the  priestly  city  of  Bethshemesh.  (1)  They  use  both  ^olah 
and  zehhach  in  the  plural :  (2)  there  is  nothing  to  indicate 
which  are  "  in  the  majority " :  (8)  nor  is  there  any  trace  of 
subordination. 

The  first  sacrifice  contradicts  our  author's  thesis  :  the  second 
gives  it  no  support. 


Ninth  Example  of  "  The  Bule." 
"And  go  down  before  me  to 
Gilgal,  and,  behold,  I  am  coming 
down  to  thee  to  sacrifice  'oloth 
and  to  offer  zibhche  sheUt- 
mim**  (1  Sam.  10.  8). 


"  The  Rule," 
"As  a  mle,  [the  *olah  occurs 
only  in  conjunction  with  zebhcu- 
chim']t  and,  when  this  is  the  case, 
the  latter  are  in  the  majority 
and  are  always  in  the  plural, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
first  is  frequently  in  the  singu- 
lar." 

Here  (1)  both  ^olah  and  zehhach  (the  latter  compounded 
with  shelamim)  are  in  the  plural :  (2)  there  is  nothing  to  show 
which  are  "  in  the  majority  "  :  (3)  nor  is  there  any  trace  of 
subordination.    The  thesis  thus  gets  no  support. 


"  The  Rule:* 
"  As  a  rule,  [the  *olah  occurs 
only  in  conjunction  with  zebha- 
chim],  and,  when  this  is  the  case, 
the  latter  are  in  the  majority 
and  are  always  in  the  plural, 
while)  on  the  other  hand,  the 


Tenth  Example  of  "  The  EuUr 
"  And  Saul  said«  Bring  to  me 
the  *olah  and  the  shelamim. 
And  he  sacrificed  the  ^olah.  And 
it  came  to  pass  as  he  finished 
sacrificing  the  'olah,  that  be- 
hold Samuel  came.     And  out 
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first  is  frequently  in  the  singn-  went  SatJ  for  to  meet  him,  and 
lar."  for  to  do  homage  to  him.    And 

Samuel  said,  What  hast  thou 
done  P  And  Saul  said,  Because 
I  saw  that  the  people  were  scat- 
tering from  me,  ana  thou  camest 
not  at  the  termination  of  the 
days,  and  the  Philistines  were 

fthered  at  Michmash,  then  said 
Now  down  shall  come  the 
Philistines  upon  me,  and  the 
presence  of  Jehovah  I  have  not 
sought.  Then  took  I  courage, 
and  sacrificed  the  *olah  "  (1  Sam, 
13.  9-12). 

Here  (1)  *olah  is  in  the  singular,  and  shelem  in  the  plural : 
(2)  but  it  is  recognised  Hebrew  usage  that  shelamim  (plural) 
may  be  associated  with  one  animal  only  (in  Lev.  3.  7  with  one 
lamb,  in  Lev.  3.  12  with  one  goat),  and  there  is  nothing,  in  our 
present  context,  to  fix  whether  it  includes  one  animal  only,  or 
several :  (3)  on  the  other  hand,  *olah  is  frequently  collective, 
and  there  is  nothing,  in  this  context,  to  restrict  it  to  one  animal 
only  :  (4)  there  is  thus  not  the  least  indication  which  are  "  in 
the  majority  "  :  (5)  there  seem  very  decided  indications  that 
the  *olah  is  the  superior  sacrifice  of  the  two,  for  it  is  used  three 
times  over  to  describe  (apparently)  the  whole  propitiatory  pro- 
cess. This  quotation,  therefore,  not  only  gives  no  support  to 
the  thesis,  but  goes  far  to  suggest  that  the  thesis  is  the  reverse 
of  truth. 

"  The  Rule.'*  Eleventh  Example  of  "  The 

**  As  a  rule,  [the  *olah  occurs  Rule.*' 

only  in  conjunction  with  zehha-  **  And  they  brought   in    the 

chim\  and,  when  this  is  the  case,  ark  of  the  Lord  and  set  it  in 
the  latter  are  in  the  maioritv  its  place,  in  the  midst  of  the 
and  are  always  in  the  plural,  tent  which  David  had  pitched 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  for  it.  And  David  sacrificed 
first  is  frequently  in  the  singu-  *oloth  before  the  Lord  and  she- 
lar."  lamim.    And  David  ended  the 

sacrificing  of  the  *olah  and  of 
the  shelamim,  and  he  blessed  the 
people  in  the  name  of  the  Lord 
of  hosts"  (2  Sam.  6. 17  seq.). 
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Here  (1)  both  ^olah  and  shelem  are  in  the  plural :  (2)  there 
is  nothing  to  indicate  which  are  "  in  the  majority  " :  (8)  nor  is 
there  any  sign  of  subordination  :  (4)  there  is,  however,  a  clear 
disproof  of  our  author's  thesis,  so  far  as  it  rests  on  the  meaning 
of  ^olahy  in  the  singular ;  for  the  ^oloOi  (plural),  in  verse  17,  are 
immediately  described  by  ^olah  (singular),  in  verse  18.  Nothing 
could  more  convincingly  prove  the  collective  sense  of  ^olah  than 
such  an  interchange  of  use,  by  the  same  writer,  in  describing  the 
same  sacrifice.  The  use  of  the  article  before  *<>M,  in  verse  18, 
renders  the  reference  to  the  same  sacrifice  the  more  indubitable. 
It  almost  looks  as  though  some  '^  redactor  '*  had  foreseen  Well- 
hausen*s  thesis,  and  had  purposely  varied  the  phraseology,  to 
make*  sure  of  turning  the  thesis  to  absurdity. 


*«  The  Rule" 
**  Afl  a  rule,  [the  *olah  occurs 
only  in  conjunction  with  zebha- 
chirn],  and,  when  this  is  the  case, 
the  latter  are  in  the  majority 
and  are  always  in  the  plural, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
first  is  frequently  in  the  singu- 
lar." 


Twelfth  BxampU  of '^  The 
Rule.** 

'*  And  Araunah  said  unto  Da- 
vid, Take  and  sacrifioe,  my  lord« 
oh  king,  what  seems  good  in 
thine  eyes.  Behold,  the  cattle 
for  the  *olahf  and  the  threshing 
instruments,  and  the  implements 
for  the  cattle,  for  the  pieces  of 
wood.  The  whole  gives  Arau- 
nah, 0  king,  to  the  king.  And 
Araunah  said  to  the  king.  May 
the  Lord  thy  God  delight  in 
thee.  Then  said  the  king  to 
Araunah,  No ;  for  I  will  assur- 
edly buy  from  thee  at  a  price; 
and  I  shall  not  sacrifice  to  the 
Lord,  my  Grod,  *oloth  gratui- 
tously. Then  took  David  the 
threshing-floor  and  the  cattle 
for  fifty  silver  shekels.  And 
there  David  built  an  altar  to 
the  Lord,  and  he  sacrificed  *oloth 
and  ehelamim  (2  Sam.  24. 
22-24). 
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This  quotation  is,  on  three  groands,  irreconcileable  with  our 
author's  thesis. 

First,  both  Araunah  and  David  seem  dearly  to  regard  the 
^olahy  not  as  a  sabordinate,  bat  as  a  pre-eminent,  sacrifice. 
Arannah,  in  verse  22  (why  does  onr  author  omit  this  verse  ?), 
and  David,  in  verse  24,  make  a  general  reference  to  the  sacri- 
fices, and  they  both  sum  them  up  as  ^oUd^y  and  ^oloth.  Is  such 
language  conceivable,  if  the  ^olah  had  been  a  mere  oocasional 
appendage  to  the  shelamim  f  Such  language  dearly  establishes 
the  solemn  prominence  of  the  ^olah. 

But,  secondly,  the  passage  proves  that  ^olah,  in  the  singular, 
cannot  be  restricted  to  mean  one  animal  only.  Araunah  points 
tJ)  all  his  cattle,  as  unitedly  fit  to  form  an  ^olah :  and  this  is 
interchanged  with  ''olothy  when  the  sacrifice  is  offered. 

TliirSly,  in  the  last  verse,  both  ^olah  and  shelem  are  in  the 
plural;  and  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  which  are  ^'in  the 
majority." 

Thus,  two  parts  of  the  thesiB  are  contradicted  ;  and  a  third 
part  gets  no  support. 


"  The  Rule/* 
"  As  a  rule,  [the  *olah  occurs 
only  in  conjunction  with  zehhn' 
chim]t  and,  when  this  is  the  case, 
the  latter  are  in  the  majority 
and  are  always  in  the  plural, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
first  is  frequently  in  the  singu- 
laj." 


Thirteenth  Example  of  "  The 

Rule," 
[**And  the  king  went  to  Gi- 
beon  to  offer  there  j  for  that  was 
the  great  high-place.  A  thou- 
sand 'oloth  did  Solomon  sacri- 
fice on  that  altar"  (1  Kings  3. 

4)0 

"And  Solomon  awoke,  and 
behold  it  was  a  dream.  And  he 
went  to  Jerusalem,  and  he  stood 
before  the  ark  of  the  covenant 
of  the  Lord,  And  he  sacrificed 
'oloth  and  he  presented  shela- 
mim. And  he  prepared  a  feast 
for  all  his  servants ''  (verse  15). 
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We  have  already  dealt  with  his  treatment  of  the  first  of  these 
verses  (verse  4).  He  coolly  dismisses  it  as  "  not  nsual,"  and  as 
^^  mythical/'  without  a  shred  of  warrant.  It  has  as  good  a 
historical  claim,  as  any  verse  in  all  Kings.  The  only  apparent 
ground  for  his  dislike  to  it  is  that  it  utterly  shatters  his  thesis. 
It  shows  the  ^olah  to  occupy  a  most  prominent,  and  indepen- 
dent, place  among  Israelitish  sacrifices.  And  its  witness  is 
un-impaired. 

In  verse  15,  both  ^olah  and  shslem  are  in  the  plural ;  and 
there  is  nothing  to  show  which  are  **  in  the  majority." 

Thus,  while  the  thesis  is  pulverised,  in  the  one  verse,  it  is 
quite  un-supported,  in  the  other. 

"  The  Eule.**  Fourteenth  Example  of  "  The 

"  As  a  rule,  [the  *olah  occurs  Sule,** 

only  in  conjunction  with  zehha-  "  And  Solomon  offered,  as  the 
chim],  and,  when  this  is  the  case,  zehhach  of  the  ahelamim,  which 
the  latter  are  in  the  majority  he  offered  to  the  Lord,  cattle 
and  are  always  in  the  plmtd,  22,000,  and  sheep  120,000.  On 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  that  day  Solomon  sanctified  the 
first  is  frequently  in  the  singu-  middle  of  the  court  which  was 
lar."  before  the  Lord's  house,  because 

he  presented  there  the  'olah,  and 
the  minchah,  and  the  fat  of  the 
skelamim,  for  the  brasen  altar 
which  was  before  the  Lord  was 
too  small  to  hold  the  'olah  and 
the  minchah  and  the  fat  of  the 
shelanUm"  (1  Kings  8.  63,  64). 

Here  (1)  both  ^olah  and  zehhach  are  in  the  singular  :  (2)  our 
author's  statement,  that  zehhach  is  "  always  in  the  plural,"  is 
thus  incorrect :  (3)  zehhach  is  expressly  stated  to  include  many 
thousands  of  victims,  and  ^olah  is  also,  clearly,  used  collectively, 
though  its  number  of  victims  is  not  specified :  (4)  the  expla- 
nation, that  the  brasen  altar  was  too  small  for  the  hosts  of 
victims  that  day,  would  seem  ridiculous,  if  the  first  two  Qolah 
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and  minchah\  of  the  three  kinds  of  sacrifice  specified,  consisted 
of  only  one  animal  each  :  (5)  the  zehhach  shelamim  appears  to 
have  been  unusually  numerous  at  the  Temple  dedication : 
(6)  on  a  less  important  occasion  (1  Kings  3.  4),  the  ^olah 
numbered  1000,  and  here  it  is  twice  placed  first,  in  summaries 
of  the  sacrifices. 

Thus,  while  the  quotation  discredits  some  parts  of  the  thesis, 
it  supplies  proof  for  no  part. 


"  The  Ruler 
"  As  a  role,  [the  *oldh  occurs 
only  in  conjunction  with  zehha- 
chim]f  and,  when  this  is  the  case, 
the  latter  are  in  the  majority 
and  are  always  in  the  plural, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
first  is  frequently  in  the  singu- 
lar." 


Fifteenth  Example  of  "  The 
Euler 

"And  Kaaman  said,  If  not, 
yet  let  there  be  given  to  thy 
servant  two  mules*  burden  of 
earth,  for  thy  servant  wiU  no 
longer  offer  *olah  and  zehhach 
to  other  gods,  but  only  to  the 
Lord"  (2  Kings  6.7). 


Here  (1)  ^olah  and  zehhach  are  both  in  the  singular  :  (2)  the 
statement,  therefore,  that  zebhach  is  "  always  in  the  plural,"  is 
inaccurate  :  (3)  both  nouns  may  include  a  number  of  animals, 
and  there  is  nothing  to  settle  which  are  "  in  the  majority "  : 
(4)  the  verse  does  not  describe  any  actual  sacrifice,  nor  does  it 
give  particulars  of  any  intended  sacrifice,  on  Naaman^s  part. 

It  is  diflficult  to  conceive  how  our  author  could  deliberately 
name  such  a  verse,  as  proving  the  inferiority  of  the  ^olah  to  the 
zehhach.  It  does  not  make  the  most  distant  approach  to  such 
proof. 


**  The  Ruler 
"  As  a  rule,  [the  *olah  occurs 
only  in  conjunction  with  nehha- 
chirnly  and,  when  this  is  the  case, 
the  latter  are  in  the  majority 
and  are  always  in  the  plural, 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 


Sixteenth  Example  of  "  The 
Ruler 

"  Now  therefore  call  unto  me 
all  the  prophets  of  Baa],  all  his 
worshippers,  and  aU  his  priests : 
let  none  be  wanting :  for  I  have 
a  great  zehhach  for  Baal.   .   .    . 
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first  is  freqnentij  in  the  singu-  And  thej  came  into  the  house 
lar.**  of  Baal,  and  the  house  of  Baal 

was  fiUed  from  one  end  to  an- 
other. .  .  .  And  they  went  in 
to  present  zehhachim  and  *olotk. 
.  .  .  And  it  came  to  pass,  when 
he  had  ended  the  presenting 
of  the  *ol<ih,  that  Jeha  said  to 
the  mnners  and  to  the  captains, 
GK>  in,  slaj  them,  let  not  a  man 
come  out"  (2  Kings  10, 19-26). 

Here  (1)  zebhach  is  used,  in  verse  19  (why  does  our  author 
omit  this  verse  ?),  in  the  singular,  to  describe  a  sacrifioe,  which 
is  afterwards,  in  verse  24,  distributed  into  zehhachim  and  ^oloth: 

(2)  in  like  manner,  the  zehhachim  and  ^oloth  of  verse  24  are 
generalised,  in  the  very  next  verse,  by  ^olah^  in  the  singular : 

(3)  thus  the  collective  sense  of  hoth  singulars  is  established  by 
the  very  passage,  into  which  our  author  would  fain  thrust  the 
doctrine,  that  these   singulars  can  mean  one  animal  only! 

(4)  in  verse  24,  both  ^olah  and  zehhach  are  in  the  plural,  but 
there  is  nothing  to  fix  which  are  "  in  the  majority.'' 

The  thesis  thus  gets  ample  discredit,  and  no  support,  from 
this  quotation.  If  Wellhausen  knows  the  precise  numbers  of 
victims,  which  Jehu  offered,  he  has  derived  the  knowledge  from 
his  own  "subjectivity." 

By  the  foregoing  patient  quotation,  and  analysis,  of  the  sixteen 
texts,  we  give  the  Bible  student  a  positive,  and  connected,  view 
of  the  sacrificial  phraseology,  employed  by  the  writers  of  Scrip- 
ture, in  a  notable  series  of  references,  ranging  from  Moses  to 
Jehu;  and  we  have  endeavoured  to  represent  the  Hebrew  words 
in  such  a  way  as  to  make  him  comparatively  independent  of 
special  familiarity  with  Hebrew.  It  gives  him,  at  the  same 
time,  a  serviceable,  and  extended,  illustration  of  the  trustworthi- 
ness of  the  representations,  by  which  it  has  recently  been  so 
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boastfolly  proclaimed  that  the  sacred  volume  has  been  turned 
upside  down.  Who  could  imagine  that  a  writer  would  lay 
down  a  critical  '^  Sule,''  with  such  precision,  and  tack  on  to  it  a 
series  of  sixteen  texts,  as  the  sphere  of  the  induction,  whence 
the  "Rule"  has  been  evolved,  if  there  is,  practically,  not  one 
text,  out  of  the  sixteen,  that  gives  the  "Sule"  the  least  support  ? 
We  have  endeavoured  to  show  that  that  is  the  precise  attitude 
of  separation  between  Wellhausen's  "  Sule  *'  and  his  texts. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  in  onr  sixteen  quotations  of  it,  we 
have  put  within  brackets  the  words  ["occurs  only  in  con- 
junction with  zehlMchim  "].  The  object  of  this  is  to  indicate 
that  that  part  of  his  rule  has  already  been  dealt  with,  and 
disproved.  The  eleven  of  his  texts,  on  which  we  previously 
commented,  show  abundantly  that  the  ^olah  does  not  "  occur 
only  in  conjunction  with  zehhachim^^^  but  occurs,  in  a  memor- 
able succession  of  sacrifices,  from  Noah  to  Elijah,  as  a  pro- 
minent, and  independent,  offering,  and  without  the  slightest 
hint  of  "conjunction  with  zebhachim.'^  We  trust  we  have 
now  shown  that  the  rest  of  his  "  rule "  is  equally  imaginary. 
Instead  of  the  zebhach  being  "  always  in  the  plural,"  and  the 
^olah  "  frequently  in  the  singular,"  the  zebhach^  in  two  of  his 
sixteen  texts,  occurs  in  the  singular  only,  while  the  ^olah^  in 
thirteen  of  his  sixteen  texts,  occurs  in  the  plural :  there  are  two 
singular  uses  of  zebhach^  and  three  singular  uses  of  ^olah :  these 
are  plain  facts,  which  any  one  can  verify,  and  appreciate :  how 
fantastic  to  build  his  critical  "rule"  on  such  foundations! 
We  have  shown  also,  without  over-stepping  the  limits  of  his 
sixteen  texts,  that  both  *olah  and  zebhach  are  used  collectively, 
and  do  not  therefore,  in  the  singular,  imply  that  only  one 
victim  is  being  sacrificed.  We  have  shown  also  that  there  is 
no  statement,  throughout  the  whole  of  his  texts,  from  which 
the  relative  numbers  of  the  ^olah^  and  of  the  zebhach^  can  be 
ascertained,  so  as  to  settle  which  are  "  in  the  majority."    We 
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would  add  that  the  mere  "majority"  of  victimB,  though 
ascertained,  might  be  far  from  the  only  factor,  in  settling  the 
scope,  and  the  importiance,  of  offerings.  And,  taking  his 
twenty-seven  texts  as  a  whole,  it  will  surely  be  a  wonder  to 
many  that  our  author  should  have  ventured  to  point  to  them, 
as  proving  the  great  inferiority  of  the  ^olah:  their  united 
suggest! veness,  on  the  contrary,  leads  us  to  regard  the  ^olah^ 
with  great  confidence,  as  one  of  the  most  ancient,  and  one  of  the 
most  prominent,  at  once  of  Jewish,  and  of  human,  sacrifices. 

XI.  We  have  only  one  other  section  of  criticism  to  devote 
to  the  important  paragraph  from  Wellhausen,  with  its  accom- 
panying notes,  with  which  we  have  been  so  pointedly  dealing. 
We  have  been  considering  it,  so  far  as  it  professes  to  rest  on 
texts :  but  we  may  also  consider  it,  so  far  as  it  affects  to  be 
quite  independent  of  texts,  and  rests  solely  on  Wellhamen's 
mithority.  First,  he  delivers  an  explanation,  ex  cathedrd,  of 
the  relations  between  the  ^olah  and  the  zelhach :  and  secondly, 
he  explains  a  notable  sacrificial  deficiency,  in  the  Scriptural 
historians,  and  supplies  that  deficiency  out  of  his  own  know- 
,  ledge.    Both  points  are  eminently  curious,  and  characteristic. 

(1)  Let  us  look,  first,  at  his  authoritative  revelation  of  ihe 
relations  between  the  ^olah  and  the  zebhach.    It  is  this  : — 

**  They  supplement  each  other  like  two  corresponding  halves ;  the 
*olah  is,  as  the  name  implies,  properly  speaking,  nothing  more  than 
the  part  of  a  great  offering  that  reaches  the  altar.  One  might 
therefore  designate  as  *olah  also  that  part  of  a  single  animal  which 
is  consecrated  to  the  Deity ;  this,  however,  is  never  done ;  neither 
of  the  blood  nor  of  the  fat  (kater)  is  the  verb  he*elah  used,  but  only 
of  the  pieces  of  the  flesh,  of  which  in  the  case  of  the  minor  offering 
nothing  was  burnt.  Bat  the  distinction  is  merely  one  of  degree*; 
there  is  none  in  kind ;  a  small  zebhach,  enlarged  and  augmented, 
becomes  an  *olah  and  zebhachim;  out  of  a  certain  number  of 
slaughtered  animals  which  are  eaten  by  the  sacrificial  company 
one  is  devoted  to  God  and  wholly  given  to  the  flames  "  (p.  70). 
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We  need  not  linger  over  this.  It  is  merely  an  innocent  bit 
of  romance,  and  the  anthor  expressly  acknowledges  as  much. 
He  gives  a  derivation  of  the  meaning  of  ^olah,  which  Scripture 
does  not  give,  and  which  seems  opposed  to  Scripture;  and 
then,  in  view  of  that  derivation,  he  tells  us  how  "  one  might, 
therefore,"  treat  the  ^olah,  on  a  great  variety  of  occasions.  But, 
it  will  be  observed,  he  immediately  acknowledges  that  the 
Scriptural  writers  never  adopt,  nor  sanction,  these  views : 
^'thisy  hoivever,  is  never  done^'^ :  he  is  advocating  what  he 
acknowledges  has  no  warrant  from  Scripture,  and  we  need 
not,  therefore,  pursue  him:  we  have  plentiful  occupation  in 
dealing  with  him,  when  he  claims  Scripture  on  his  side-  We 
will  only  say  that  his  pretended  evolution  of  the  ^oUh,  out 
of  a  primitive  zebhach,  rising  (Hke  a  Scottish  stipend)  by 
successive  "  augmentations/'  leaving  "  smallness  "  further  and 
further  behind,  and,  at  last,  reaching  such  "great"  pro- 
portions, that  a  whole  animal  may  now  be  spared  "  to  God " 
and  "  to  the  flames,"  is  a  pitiful,  and  absolutely  un-authori- 
tative,  burlesque,  for  which  there  is  not  a  tittle  of  warrant,  from 
Genesis  to  Malachi.  And,  with  that  unchallengeable  comment, 
we  leave  it. 

Or,  if  we  add  a  word,  be  it  this :  what  incorrigible  selfishness 
these  early  worshippers  were  possessed  by  I  The  honour  of  God 
bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  starting  of  their  sacrifice,  it 
was  merely  for  the  delectation  of  "  the  sacrificial  company  "  ; 
Not,  apparently,  till  they  had  gorged  themselves  to  (and 
beyond)  their  full,  did  they,  at  last,  bethink  themselves  that  a 
few  crumbs  might  now  be  thrown  towards  Heaven :  when  the 
"  slaughtered  animals  "  had  become  plentiful  enough,  "  one  " 
might,  at  last,  be  "devoted  to  God." 

(2)  His  other  revelation  is  regarding  a  marvellous  deficiency 
in  the  Jewish  historians,  a  deficiency  which  it  has  been  re- 
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served  for  himself,  in  these  latter  days,  to  snpply.    He  thos 

presents  it : — 

"  For  the  rest,  it  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  as  a  rale  it  is  only 
great  sacrificial  feasts  that  the  historical  Books  take  occasion  to 
mention,  and  that  consequently  the  bnmt-offering,  notwithstand- 
iog  what  has  been  said,  comes  before  ns  with  greater  prominence 
than  can  haye  been  the  average  case  in  ordinary  life.  Customarily, 
it  is  certain,  none  bat  thank-offerings  were  offered ;  necessarily  so 
if  slaughtering  could  only  be  done  beside  the  altar  *'  (pp.  70,  71). 

{a)  Our  author  here  insinuates  that  the  Bible  does  not  give 
datay  sufficient  to  settle  the  "  ordinary  "  sacrifices  of  Israel :  it 
is  exceptional  splendours,  rather  than  regular  routines,  which  it 
describes.  But  some  will  question  if  Abel's  firstlings,  and 
Abraham's  ram,  and  Gideon's  kid,  and  Job's  offerings  for  his 
sons,  to  name  no  others,  can  be  accurately  thought  of,  as  "  great 
sacrificial  feasts,"  and  if  they  must  not  rather  have  been 
eminently  in  keeping  with  the  ordinary  routine  of  ancient 
sacrifice.  The  Records,  instead  of  obliterating,  seem  rather, 
often  and  excellently,  to  suggest  the  people's  domestic  ex- 
perience. 

(h)  But  let  us  assume  that  it  is  only  "  great  feasts,"  which 
the  history  details.  What,  then,  does  our  author  wish  us  to  ima- 
gine ?  He  wishes  us  to  imagine  that,  in  their  great  gatherings 
as  a  nation,  the  people  elevated  into  honour,  and  prominence, 
and  independence,  a  kind  of  offering  which  was  treated  with 
comparative  contempt,  which  came  in  only  as  an  occasional 
appendage,  which  was  repeatedly  never  acknowledged  at  all,  in 
their  "  ordinary  life."  Is  this  a  natural  evolution  ?  If  the 
'olah  was  so  prominent,  in  their  united  worship,  is  this  not 
putting  on  it  a  mark  of  signal  honour  ?  And  what  proof  have 
we  that  the  scattered  Zuphs  and  Bethlehems  neglected  this 
honorable  sacrifice  ?  Or,  would  the  "  clans,"  and  the  "  cor- 
porations," of  the  Arcadian  dream  (pp.  76-78)  neglect  it  ?  If 
they  killed  a  "  calf,"  whenever  an  "  honoured  guest "  arrived 
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(p.  76),  would  they  grudge  "a  whole  animal,"  when  they 
visited  Jehovah's  "  high  place  '*  ? 

(c)  Then  think  how  provocative  this  view  of  our  author  is, 
after  what  we  have  just  been  engaged  with.  What  was  the 
use  of  making  us  wade  through  the  seven  and  twenty  texts, 
from  Noah  to  Jeremiah,  if  they  are,  practically,  beside  the  mark, 
if  they  are  comparatively  valueless  to  settle  the  point  at  issue  ? 
We  are  now  told  that  they  clearly  differ  from  what  "  can  have 
been  the  average  case  in  ordinary  life.'^  "  Can  have  been  the 
case  I "  This  is  pure  Noldekism.  "  What  can  have  been  the 
average  case  is  of  less  consequence  to  know  than  what  actually 
took  place  ^^  (p.  46).  But,  if  Wellhausen  is  now  right,  and  if 
the  cases  quoted  cannot  guide  us  to  the  ordinary  pre-Exilic 
sacrifice  of  an  Israelite  (which  is  what  we  want  to  arrive  at), 
tvhy  were  the  texts  ever  spread  out,  in  such  multiplicity,  at 
all  ?  Clearly,  Wellhausen  feels  (what  has  been  abundantly 
proved)  that  the  *oZ«A  holds  its  own  triumphantly  through  the 
texts,  that  its  prominence  is  indubitable,  on  the  basis  of  these 
texts.  He,  therefore,  virtually  throws  the  texts  overboard,  and 
declares  they  "can"  be  no  serviceable  guide  to  "ordinary" 
praxis. 

(d)  And  who  shall  speak,  where  the  texts  are  silent  ?  Who 
shall  7%ow  supply  what  all  Jewish  historians  have  omitted  ? 
How  can  "  the  average  case  of  ordinary  Jewish  life  "  be  mw 
ascertained  ?  Here  we  reach  the  acme  of  Imagination.  "  Cm* 
tomartlt/,  it  is  certain  none  but  thank-offerings  were  offered." 
If  so,  why  was  this  truth  so  long  withheld  ?  This  "  customarily y 
IT  IS  CERTAIN  "  rcstfi,  simply  and  absolutely,  on  Wellhausen's 
dogmatism  :  the  texts  have  been  deliberately  disparaged,  as  not 
meeting  "  the  case  "  :  and,  when  they  are  gone,  we  have  nothing 
but  the  ipse  dixit  of  a  German  professor,  telling  us  what  "  it  is 
certain  "  was  the  "  custom  "  of  Israelitish  sacrifice,  from  Moses 
to  the  Exile.    This  is  what  the  "  Higher  Criticism  "  generally 
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puds  in,  when  it  is  run  to  earth  ;  let  us  sit  in  our  nineteenth 
century  arm-chairs,  and  dream  any  extravagant  dream,  that 
suits  UB,  about  Jewish  history,  and,  at  the  close  of  the  narration, 
permit  us  to  add,  "  It  is  certain."  That  is  about  it.  But 
we  fear  an  unbelieving  world  will  persist  in  asking  Wellhausen 
the  grounds  of  his  "  certainty  "—specially  when  he  acknowledges 
that  the  instances,  which  "  the  historical  Books  take  occasion 
to  mention,"  are  "  polemical "  againt  his  view. 

(e)  He  adds  j  "  necessarily  so  {i,e.  necessarily  none  but 
thank-offerings)  if  slaughtering  could  only  be  done  beside  the 
alt-ar."  The  words  seem  obscure,  and  we  are  not  sure  of  their 
drift,  though  it  matters,  practically,  nothing.  Do  they  mean 
that  people  could  sacrifice  without  altars  ?  Do  they  point  to 
a  wide  dissociation  of  *^  thank-offerings  "  from  victims  for  "  the 
altar"  ?  If  so,  they  seem  hardly  in  keeping  with  the  opening 
sentences  of  his  paragraph,  which  restrict  the  discussion  to 
'*  the  animal  sacrifice."  Besides,  how  could  animal  **  thank- 
offerings  '*  ever  be  un-procurable,  on  Wellhausen's  view  ? 
According  to  him,  "slaughtering  beside  the  altar"  means 
slaughtering  anywhere,  or  everywhere :  for  "  every  town  had 
its  hamahy'  and  the  people  could  "  build  altars,  and  sacrifice, 
wJierever  (hey  pleased.^''  He  does  not  believe  that  such  a  place 
as  "the  altar"  had  any  existence.  The  expression  looks 
like  another  momentary  lapse  into  orthodoxy  on  his  part;  but 
the  settlement  is  of  no  importance  whatever  to  our  argu- 
ments. On  the  traditional  view,  there  was  no  difficulty  about 
"  slaughtering,"  from  the  entry  into  Canaan  till  the  Exile ; 
it  "  could  be  done  "  legally  anywhere. 

(B) 
In  opening  this  chapter,  we  said  that  Wellhausen  discussed 
the  statistics  of  the  occurrences  of  the  burnt-offering  Qolah), 
and  of  the  peace-offerings  (zebhachj  shelamim)^  as  establishing  a 
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clear  priority,  and  a  long  superiority,  for  the  latter.  We  have 
looked  exhaustively  at  all  the  statistics  offered,  and  have 
endeavoured  to  show  that  they  demolish,  instead  of  establishing, 
his  ^'  thesis."  But  we  said  that  he  next  discussed  the  respective 
tendencies  of  the  ^olah^  and  of  the  shelamim^  to  represent,  and  to 
promote,  sociality  among  the  people,  and  we  have  now  to 
consider  his  representations,  on  this  head«  He  ho^ds  that, 
in  pre-Exilic  time,  a  sacrifice  was  not  so  much  w^  altar  offeiing^ 
as  a  social  meal :  so  sacrificially  possessed  were  the  Israelites,  \ 
that  their  every  meal  became  a  sacrifice  :  every  "  high  place  " 
was  a  refreshment  room,  where  scenes  of  intemperance  might 
lamentably  prevail.  A  sacrifice,  in  those  days,  signified  simp]y 
eating  and  drinking  and  being  merry  ^  reciprocal  fellowsh^ 
was  its  whole  origin,  and  pervading  aim ;  it  was  only  when  the 
"feast"  attained  "very  great"  dimensions,  that  the  thought 
of  an  animal  being  "  given  to  Jehovah  "  occasionally  occurred. 
The  Priestly  Code  changes  all  this:  it  practically  ends  the 
sacrificial  meals,  and  sociality,  of  Israel :  it  glorifies  the  burnt- 
offering,  which  all  goes  to  disappear  in  smoke  from  Jehovah's 
altar :  it  makes  the  Israelite  realise  that  "  eating  bread  in  God's 
presence"  has  become  a  thing  of  the  past.  This  glaring 
contrast  is  thus  presented  : — 

"  From  what  has  been  said  it  results  that  according  to  the  praxis 
of  the  older  period  a  meal  was  almost  always  connected  with  a 
sacrifice.  It  was  the  rule  that  only  blood  and  fat  were  laid  upon 
the  altar,  but  the  people  ate  the  flesh;  only  in  the  case  of  very 
great  sacrificial  feasts  was  a  large  animal  (one  or  niore)  given  to 
Jehovah.  Where  a  sacrifice  took  place,  there  was  also  eating  and 
drinking  (Exod.  32.  6;  Judges  9.  27;  2  Sam.  16.  11  seq.;  Amos 
2.  7) ;  there  was  no  offering  without  a  meal,  and  no  meal  without 
an  offering  (1  Kings  1.  9) ;  at  no  important  Bamah  was  entertain- 
ment wholly  wanting,  such  a  ^*irxv  as  that  in  which  Samuel 
feasted  Saul,  or  Jeremiah  the  Rcchabites  (1  Sam.  22 ;  9.  Jer. 
35.  2).  To  be  merry,  to  eat  and  drink  before  Jehovah,  is  a  usual 
form  of  speech  down  to  the  period  of  Deuteronomy ;  even  Ezekiel 
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calls  the  coitus  on  the  high  places  an  eaiing  upon  the  moontaui's 
(1  Sam.  9. 13, 19  seq.),  and  in  Zechariah  the  pots  in  the  Temple^ 
have  a  special  sanctity  (Zech.  14.  20).  By  means  of  the  meal  in 
presence  of  Jehovah  is  established  a  covenant  fellowship  on  the 
one  lumd  between  Him  and  the  guests,  and  on  the  other  hand 
between  the  guests  themselves  reciprocally,  which  is  essential  for 
the  idea  of  sacrifice  and  gives  their  name  to  the  ehelamwn  (com- 
pare Exod.  18. 12,  24. 11)-  In  ordinary  slaughterings  this  notion 
is  not  strongly  present,  but  in  solemn  sacrifices  it  was  in  full 
vigour.  It  is  God  who  invites,  for  the  house  is  His ;  His  also  is 
the  gift,  which  must  be  brought  to  Him  entire  by  the  offerer 
before  the  altar,  and  the  greater  portion  of  which  He  gives  up  to 
His  guests  only  after  that.  Thus  in  a  certain  sense  they  eat  at 
Grod's  table,  and  must  accordingly  prepare  or  sanctify  themselves 
for  it.  Even  on  occasions  that,  to  our  way  of  thinking,  seem 
highly  unsuitable,  the  meal  is  nevertheless  not  wanting  (Judges 
20.  26,  21.  4;  1  Sam.  13.  9-12).  That  perfect  propriety  was  not 
always  observed  might  be  taken  for  granted,  and  is  proved  by 
Isa.  28.  8  even  with  regard  to  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem;  'all 
tables  are  fuU  of  vomit,  there  is  no  room.*  Hence  also  Eli*s  sus- 
picion regarding  Hannah  was  a  natural  one,  and  by  no  means  so 
startling  as  it  appears. 

**  How  different  from  this  picture  is  that  suggested  by  the  Priestly 
Code !  Here  one  no  longer  remarks  that  a  meal  accompanies  every 
sacrifice;  eating  before  Jehovah,  which  even  in  Deuteronomy  is 
just  the  expression  for  sacrificing,  nowhere  occurs,  or  at  all  events 
is  no  act  of  divine  worship.  Slaying  and  sacrificing  are  no  longer 
coincident,  the  thank-offering  of  which  the  breast  and  right 
shoulder  are  to  be  consecrated  is  something  different  from  the  old 
simple  zehhach.  But,  precisely  for  this  reason,  it  has  lost  its  former 
broad  significance.  The  nUzbeajchy  that  is,  the  place  where  the 
zebachim  are  to  be  offered,  has  been  transformed  into  a  mizhach 
Jia-*olah,  The  burnt-offering  has  become  quite  independent  and 
comes  every^vhere  into  the  foreground,  the  sacrifices  which  are 
unconnected  with  a  meal  altogether  predominate, — so  much  that, 
as  is  well  known,  Theophrastus  could  declare  there  were  no  others 
among  the  Jews,  who  in  this  way  were  differentiated  from  all  other 
nations.  Where  formerly  a  thank-offering  which  was  eaten  before 
Jehovah,  and  which  might  with  greater  clearness  be  called  a  sacri- 
ficial meal,  was  prescribed,  the  Priestly  Code,  as  we  shall  afterwards 
see,  has  made  out  of  it  simple  dues  to  the  priests,  as,  for  example, 
in  the  case  of  the  first-bom  and  of  firstlings.    Only  in  this  point 
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it  still  bears  involontaiy  testimanj  to  the  old  custom  by  applying 
the  names  of  Todhah,  Nedher,  and  Nedhabhah,  of  which  the  last  two 
in  particular  must  necessarily  have  a  qnite  general  meaning  (Lev. 
22.  18;  Ezek.  46.  12),  exclusively  to  the  thank-offering,  while 
Milluim  and  paschal  sacrifice  are  merely  subordinate  varities  of 
it"(pp.  71,  72). 

It  will  be  observed  that  these  two  paragraphs  are,  at  first, 
introdnced,  as  though  they  were  a  mere  necessary  complement 
of  what  had  gone  before — "  from  what  has  been  said  it  results." 
Now,  if  we  have  dealt  successfully  with  "  what  has  been  said," 
and  have  shown  its  futility,  we  might  plead  that  what  "  results" 
from  it  must  share  its  overthrow,  and  that  all  the  criticism, 
needed  for  these  two  paragraphs,  is  to  change  the  opening 
formula, "  according  to  the  praxis  of  the  older  period,"  into  the 
correcter  formula,  "  according  to  the  unsupported  fancy  of 
Wellhausen.^'^  It  appears  to  us,  however,  that  he  does  not 
present  these  paragraphs,  as  a  mere  ^'  result "  from  the  pre- 
ceding, but  endeavours  to  bolster  them  up  with  a  measure  of 
additional,  and  independent,  proof.  And,  in  any  case,  a  con- 
sideration of  them  will  be  useful  in  guarding  the  Bible  student 
against  the  mis-use,  and  mis-representation,  of  sundry  import- 
ant sacrificial  references  in  Scripture. 

The  tivo  fallacies^  that  pervade,  and  vitiate,  the  paragraphs, 
are  (1)  that  the  symbolical  fellowship  of  a  meal  was  the  main, 
if  not  exclusive,  aim,  and  idea,  of  pre-Exilic  sacrifice  ;  and  (2) 
that  the  so-called  Priestly  Code  frowns  on  sacrificial  sociality. 
In  the  sections  of  criticism,  which  we  proceed  to  append,  we  may 
most  effectually  prick  the  pretentious  bubble,  by  attacking  the 
second  fallacy  first.  When  this  second  fallacy  has  been  exposed, 
it  will  be  found  that  Wellhausen's  whole  argument  has  become, 
in  his  hands,  a  broken  reed,  which  even  the  truth  of  his  first 
fallacy  would  not  join  together  again.  We  take  first,  then,  the 
extraordinary  charge  of  non-sociaUfy/f  which  he  brings  against 
the  Priestly  Code. 
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I.  It  18  an  un-mitigated  delmiofiy  and  mis'represmtation^  to 
say  that  the  Priestly  Code  discourages  sacrificial  meals,  among 
the  people  of  Israel.  It  necessitates,  and  enooorages,  sach 
meals,  in  the  most  emphatic  terms.  If  we  were  to  stop  here, 
the  reader  might  feel  he  is  only  getting  one  assertion  against 
another  assertion;  Wellhansen  says  one  thing,  and  we  say 
another.  But  we  shall  not  stop  with  mere  assertion.  Though 
Wellhansen  offers  no  extracts  from  the  Code,  from  which  his 
view  of  it  can  be  derived,  we  shall  endeavour  to  substantiate 
the  opposite  view  by  abundant,  and  definite,  quotation  of  its 
contents.  (1)  The  first  five  chapters  of  Leviticus  are  occupied 
with  the  altar-ritual,  prescribed  for  each  of  the  leading  divisions 
of  sacrifice  (burnt-offerings  Chap.  1,  meal-offerings  Chap.  2, 
peace-offerings  Chap.  3,  sin  and  trespass  offerings  Chaps.  4, 5). 
The  two  following  chapters,  6, 7,  are  mainly  occupied  with  pre- 
scribing the  disposal  of  those  portions  of  the  sacrifices,  that  were 
not  consumed,  as  fiery  offerings  unto  Jehovah,  upon  the  altar. 
It  is  with  the  ^olah,  and  with  the  shelamim,  that  we  are  chiefly 
concerned.  Regarding  the  flesh  of  the  ^olah,  no  additional 
prescription  was  needed,  for  it  had  all  been  burnt  on  the  altar, 
except  the  skin,  which  became  the  priest's  (Lev.  7.  8). 
But,  in  the  case  of  the  shelamim,  it  is  made  a  standing 
ordinance  that,  after  two  rich  portions  (the  wave  breast 
and  the  right  thigh)  have  been  made  over  to  the  priests 
(7.  28-34),  all  the  rest  of  the  animals  shall  be  used, 
to  provide  a  meal  for  the  worshippers.  "And  the  flbsh  of 
tTie  sacrifice  of  his  peace-offerings  for  thanksgiving  shall  be 
EATEN  on  the  day  of  his  oblation  :  he  shall  ru)t  leave  any  of  it 
until  the  morning"  (7.  15).  This  is  the  law,  for  the  first  of 
three  "  kinds  "  of  shelamim,  which  are  specified  (viz.  the  todhah 
or  thank-offering).  For  the  other  two  "  kinds  *'  (viz.  the  nedher 
or  vow,  and  the  nedhabhah  or  free-will  offering),  the  ordinance 
is  identical  in  substance,  but  more  extended,  as  to  time ;  the 
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flesh  is  again  to  be  eaten  by  the  worshippers,  but  the  feast  may 
be  prolonged  over  two  days,  instead  of  one  :  "  But  if  the  sacri- 
fice of  his  oblation  be  a  yow,  or  a  free-will  offering,  rr  shall 
BE  EATEN  on  the  day  that  he  offereth  his  sacrifice ;  and  on  the 
morrow  that  which  remaineth  of  it  shall  be  eaten :  but  that 
which  remaineth  of  the  flesh  of  the  sacrifice  on  the  third  day 
shall  be  burnt  with  fire"  (7.  16,  17).  Then  the  vnde  privilege 
of  participating  in  these  feasts  is  thus  stated  :  ^'  And  as  for  the 
flesh  EVERY  ONE  that  is  clean  shall  eat  thereof  "  (7. 19),  Thus 
we  have  the  materials  for  the  people^s  meals,  the  duration  of 
the  meals,  the  participators  of  the  meals,  all  rigoromlt/  ordained, 
in  the  very  fore-front  of  a  Code,  which,  we  have  been  told, 
has  abrogated,  and  frowned  upon,  all  such  accompaniments  of 
sacrifice ! 

(3)  The  Code  is  replete  with  indications  to  the  same  effect. 
Lev.  17.  1-7  prescribes  that  no  ox,  nor  lamb,  nor  goat  shall  be 
killed,  without  being  first  brought  to  the  door  of  the  tabernacle 
(verses  3,  4)  ;  that  it  shall  there  be  sacrificed,  as  a  sacrifice  of 
shdamim  (verse  5)  ;  and  that  its  blood  shall  be  sprinkled,  and 
its  fat  burnt,  on  the  altar  (verse  6).  What  becomes  of  the 
flesh  ?  Indisputably,  it  is  distributed  between  priests  and  wor- 
shippers, in  the  proportions  laid  down  p'eviously  in  the  Book, 
The  legislator  can  thus  treat  the  sacrificial  meals,  without  his 
express  re-mention  of  them,  as  sure  to  be  mentally  supplied  by 
any  capable  reader.  Wellhausen,  on  page  50,  regards  these 
verses,  as  forbidding,  throughout  Palestine,  a  slaughtering, 
which  had  previously  been  permitted  by  Deuteronomy,  in  the 
days  ofJosiah.  Such  a  view  is  almost  incredibly  fantastic,  and 
has  not  the  slightest  vestige  of  proof:  but  the  holder  of  that  view 
cannot,  in  the  same  breath,  appeal  to  the  Priestly  Code,  as  virtu- 
ally abolishing  sacrificial  meals,  in  the  post-Josian  ages.  Such 
meals  are  an  inevitable,  and  standing,  postulate,  in  these  verses. 

(3)  In  a  re-enforcement  of  sundry  laws,  in  Lev.  19,  we  find 
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the  following  :  ''  And  when  je  offer  a  sacrifioe  of  shelamim  nnto 
Jehovah,  je  shall  offer  it  that  ye  may  be  accepted.  It  shall 
BE  EATEN  the  Same  day  ye  offer  it,  and  on  the  morrow ;  and,  if 
aught  remain  until  the  third  day,  it  shall  be  burnt  with  fire  *^ 
(verses  5,  6).  Is  this  a  Code,  characterised  by  the  fact,  that 
"  meals  accompanying  sacrifices,''  or  "  eatings  before  Jehovah,*' 
are  now  unknown  ? 

(4)  A  similar  re-enforoement  is  the  following :  "  And  when 
ye  sacrifice  a  sacrifice  of  thanksgiving  (todhah)  unto  Jehovah, 
ye  shall  sacrifice  it  that  ye  may  be  accepted.  On  the  same  day 
IT  SHALL  BE  EATEN  :  ye  shall  leave  none  of  it  until  the  morn- 
ing :  I  am  Jehovah "  (Lev.  89.  29,  80).    Here,  it  is  not  she- 

lamim  in  general,  but  the  first  of  the  three  previously  specified  . 

'^  kinds  "  of  them,  viz.  the  todhah,  that  is  rehearsed.    And  the  I 

legislative  harmony  is  maintained,  in  the  fact  that  the  "  eating  " 
has  all  to  be  done  on  the  first  day,  and  none  on  '^  the  morrow."  ! 

(5)  In  Lev.  23,  after  the  various  "  set  feasts,"  throughout 

the  year,  have  been  described,  it  is  significantly  added  that  these  * 

are  additional  to,  and  independent  of,  another  set  of  sacrificial 
observances,  by  which  all  portions  of  the  year  may  be  signal- 
ised :  they  are  in  addition  to  *'  your  gifts,  and  in  addition  to 
all  your  vows,  and  in  addition  to  all  your  free-will  offerings, 
which  ye  give  unto  the  Lord  "  (verse  38).    In  Num.  29,  after 
the  annual  set  burnings  on  the  altar  have  been  specified,  a 
similar  recc^nition  is  made  of  voluntary  sacrifices,  that  may 
come  up,  at  all  periods  of  the  year,  in  the  form  of  "  burnt- 
offerings,  and  meal-offerings,  and  drink-offerings,  and  peace-  i 
offerings  "  (verse  89).    And,  by  the  ordinances  already  quoted,  ' 
all  shelamim  had  to  be  accompanied  by  meals.    Are  we  not 
warranted,  therefore,  in  characterising  the  disappearance  of 
sacrificial  meals,  under  the  Priestly  Code,  as  an  unmitigated 
delusion  f 
The  support,  which  the  foregoing  facts  accord  to  the  tradi- 
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Honal  view  of  the  Penteteuchal  Codes,  hardly  needs  enforce- 
ment. If  we  meet  (as  Wellhaosen  insists)  with  frequent 
references  to  meals,  in  connection  with  pre-Exilic  sacrifices, 
that  is  no  surprise,  nor  stnmbling-block,  to  ns ;  that  is  merely 
a  confirmation  of  the  plain  truth  that  the  Priestly  Code  is  the 
utterance  of  Moses  :  the  Code  implies  a  multiplicity  of  sacri- 
ficial meals,  so  that  the  occasional  statement,  or  implication,  of 
such  meals,  in  the  history,  is  merely  a  pleasing,  and  satisfying, 
proof  that  we  are  following  a  consistent,  though  un-pretentious, 
guide.  The  Code  does  not  accompany  all  sacrifices  with  meals  : 
the  ritual  of  the  bumt-ofifering,  and  of  some  sin-offerings,  leaves 
no  flesh  over,  for  consumpt  by  any  one ;  but,  in  the  case  of 
thank-offerings,  and  votive-offerings,  and  free-will  offerings 
(into  which  the  shelamim  are  distributed),  abundance  of  flesh  is 
reserved  from  the  altar  for  consumpt,  and  meals  on  that  flesh 
are  obligatory. 

II.  In  intimate  connection  with  the  foregoing  mis-represen- 
tation,! is  the  following,  which  is  just  a  repetition  of  it,  with 
additions  : — 

"  The  bamt-offering  has  become  quite  independent,  and  comes 
everywhere  into  the  foreground,  the  sacrifioea  which  are  uncon' 
nected  with  a  meal  altogether  predominate,*' 

(1)  Our  author  has  failed  to  show  the  least  "  dependence," 
or  subordination,  of  the  ^olah^  in  comparison  with  shelamim^ 
in  pre-Exilic  history.  The  latter  seldom  "  occur  alone,"  but 
the  former  frequently  does  ;  if  this  fact  be  a  proof  of  "  inde- 
pendence," then  the  ^olah  did  not  need  to  wait  to  "  become  " 
independent,  under  the  Priestly  Code;  it  had  been  "quite 
independent,"  from  the  first. 

(2)  The  Code  gives  "  quite  independent "  prescriptions  of 
the  four  classes  of  sacrifice,  in  the  four  opening  chapters  of 
Leviticus,  and  does  not,  in  any  way,  subordinate  the  shelamim 
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tx)  the  ^olah.  If  it  be  said  that  the  ^olah  gets  the  place  of 
honour,  and  is  "  in  the  foreground/'  seeing  it  occupies  the^r«^ 
chapter,  and  shelamim  the  Ihirdy  we  may  point  out  that  it 
usually  gets  a  similar  "  f or^round,"  in  the  pre-Exilic  history. 
The  sacrifices  are  very  frequently  conjoined,  and  the  usual 
order  of  mention  is  "  burnt-offerings  and  peace-offerings,"  an 
order,  which  is  very  seldom  reversed.  This  idea  of  prominence 
is  perhaps  confirmed  by  the  fact  that,  when  a  single  term  seems 
used,  in  a  comprehensive,  and  representative,  sense,  to  denote  all 
the  sacrifices  that  have  been  offered  up,  it  is  generally  ^olah 
that  is  so  used  :  as  far  as  "  foreground  "  goes,  therefore,  ths 
historians  might  be  supposed  to  accord  it  to  the  ^oJah.  We  do 
not  urge  this,  as  demonstrated ;  but  we  do  urge  it  as  showing 
the  absurdity  of  pretending  that  the  historians  have  kept  the 
''olah  "in  the  background,"  as  a  mere  subordinate,  and  oc- 
casional, offering,  and  that  it  had  to  wait  for  honour  till  a  post- 
Exilic  forger  bade  it  "  come  into  the  foreground."  It  receives 
the  same  prominent,  and  honourable,  mention  in  history,  and  in 
Code  :  and  the  manner,  in  which  the  historians  combine  it 
with  shelamim^  is  in  absolute  harmony  with  the  idea,  that  the 
Code  was  well-known  to  them,  as  a  Mosaic  institute. 

(8)  We  have  already  shown  that  sacrifices,  "  connected  with 
a  meal,"  are  not  ignored  in  the  Code.  They  are  repeatedly 
prescribed,  as  a  standing  ordinance,  and  in  terms,  which  imply 
their  most  manifold  occurrence.  Further,  in  some  of  the  pre- 
scriptions, the  burnt-offering  is  not  even  associated  with  them, 
far  less  is  it  asserted  to  ^^predominate  "  over  them.  In  the 
successive  descriptions  of  ritual  (Lev.  1 — 4),  no  superior  mark  of 
frequency,  or  of  honour,  is  assigned  to  any  class  of  sacrifice. 
Elsewhere,  in  individual  verses  (Lev.  7.  37  ;  Num.  10.  10, 15. 
3  and  8,  29.  39),  summaries  of  the  classes  of  sacrifice,  in  whole 
or  in  part,  are  given,  without  the  slightest  discrimination  of 
superiority,  in  favour  of  any  class.    In  the  records  of  individual 
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sacrifices,  sometimes  one  class,  sometimes  another,  might  be 
thought  to  have  prominence*  Let  us  quote  only  one  instance, 
and  it  shall  be  the  most  minutelji  and  elaborately,  described 
sacrifice  (as  to  contents),  throughout  the  Priestly  Code. 
Num.  7,  the  longest  chapter  in  the  whole  Bible,  describes  the 
offerings  of  the  twelve  princes  of  Israel,  at  the  dedication  of 
the  altar :  these  include  burnt-offerings,  and  peace-offerings  : 
and  what  are  their  proportions  f  The  animals  for  the  burnt- 
offerings  number  thirty-six,  and  the  animals  for  peace-offerings 
number  two  hundred  and  four  (verses  87,  88)  I  Now,  by  the 
Code,  every  one  of  these  two  hundred  and  four  animals  had  to 
be  "  connected  with  a  meal."  Is  it  not  grotesque,  with  such  a 
conspicuous  record,  on  such  an  outstanding  occasion,  in  the 
heart  of  the  Priestly  Code  itself,  to  be  told  that  this  Code 
brings  the  burnt-offering  "  evebywhbre  into  the  foreground," 
and  that  "  the  sacrifices  which  are  un-oonneoted  with  a  meal 
ALTOGETHER  PREDOMINATE  "  throughout  it  ?  Our  ouly  diffi- 
culty is  in  realising  how  Wellhansen  can  htlieve  in  his  own 
Imaginations. 

III.  We  have  another  element  of  his  "  thesis,"  still  to  notice 
here.  He  says  that  the  manner  of  designating  the  altar,  in  the 
Priestly  Code,  flows  from  the  disappearance  of  the  sacrificial 
meals,  and  from  the  new  predominance  of  the  ^olah.  We  think 
he  lays  himself  open  to  an  extraordinary  exposure,  on  this 
head.     His  words  are  : 

**  The  mizheachf  that  is,  the  place  where  the  zehliachim  are  to  be 
offered,  has  been  tranaformed  into  a  mizbach  ha-'olah  "  (p.  72). 

(1)  We  ask  the  Bible  student's  careful  attention  to  the  first 
comment,  which  we  are  to  make,  on  this  clear,  and  undoubting, 
statement.  The  statement  is  delivered,  as  though  it  were  the 
veriest  common-place  of  criticism,  as  though  it  embodied  what 
lies  on  the  very  surface  of  Scripture,  and  can  be  impugned  by 
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none.  We  have  only  to  turn  back  from  Wellhausen's  p.  72  to 
Wellhausen's  p.  66,  in  order  to  prove,  on  Wellhausen's 
authority,  that  the  statement  is  a  sheer  romance.  On  p.  66, 
Wellhausen  (as  ah-eady  fully  quoted  by  us)  is  engaged  in  the 
singular  task  of  dissolving  the  solid  altar  of  incense  into  un- 
substantial air — it  is  a  mere  "invention'* — it  was  never 
ordered,  nor  made  :  and,  as  one  of  the  proofs  of  its  non- 
existence, he  urges  that  the  un-warrantahU  term  "  the  altar  of 
burnt-offering "  {mizhach  ha  ^olah)  has  been  introduced,  for 
distinction's  sake,  by  the  forger,  into  those  portions  of  the 
Priertly  Code,  into  which  the  altar  of  incense  has  been  foisted 
by  him.  He  denounces  the  term  "  tlie  altar  of  burnt-offering  " 
as  utterly  unknown  to  the  Priestly  Code,  and  as  a  mere  trans- 
parent interloper,  occasionally  smuggled  in,  to  keep  another 
interloper  (the  altar  of  incense)  company.  The  charge  is  so 
extraordinary,  that  we  reproduce  his  exact  words  : 

"The  altar  of  incense  is  everywhere  unknown  here;  the  altar 
of  bamt-offering  is  the  only  altar,  and,  moreover,  is  always  called 
simply  the  altar,  as  for  example,  even  in  Ezod.  27,  where  it  would 
have  been  specially  necessary  to  add  the  qualifying  expression. 
Only  in  certain  later  portions  of  the  Priestly  Code  does  the  name 
altar  of  bumt-offering  occur,  viz.,  in  tliose  passages  which  do  i^ecog- 
nise  the  altar  qf  incense  "  (p.  66), 

It  will  be  seen  here  that  the  term  "  altar  of  burnt-offering  "  is 
quite  un-suitable,  and  un- warrantable  :  its  "  only  "  use  (mark 
the  decisive  "  only  '*)  is  to  gild  an  occasional  forgery  :  the 
original,  and  proper,  Priestly  Code  scouts  it  Turn  now  to  p.  72, 
and  this  repudiated  term  "altar  of  burnt-offering"  has  be- 
come legal,  and  notable,  and  warrantable  ;  it  is  now  a  worthy, 
and  credible,  characteristic  of  the  Priestly  Code ;  it  emerges,  at 
the  very  time  when  the  actual  experiences  of  Israel  call  for  it ; 
;  it  is  not  only  a  right  expression,  but  it  felicitously  vouches  for 
an  important  sacrificial  evolution,  which  the  process  of  the 
ages  has  brought  round  I    On  p.  66,  it  is  a  mere  absurd  mis- 
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nomer,  tacked  on  to  a  forged  pfeoe  of  furniture,  it  never  once 
occurs  in  the  true  Code :  on  p.  1%  it  has  lost  all  association  with 
the  altar  of  incense,  it  is  now  one  of  the  best  indicators  of  the 
period,  and  of  the  provisions,  of  the  Code,  and  goes  to  prove  how 
the  bumt-ofiPering  has,  at  last,  emerged  from  an  age-long  state 
of  '^  dependence,^*  and  has  now  attained  to  universal  ^'  predomi- 
nance" I  We  ask  if  the  Bible  student  could  desire  a  clearer 
sample  of  the  "fantastic  tricks  before  High  Heaven,"  with 
which  the  **  Higher  Criticism  "  is  replete.  Not  only  is  Well- 
hausen's  every  page,  and  almost  his  every  clause,  an  Imagi- 
nation, but  he  scatters  his  Imaginations,  with  such  jaunty 
haste,  that  he  has  forgotten,  six  pages  forward,  what  the  last 
one  was.  He  ought  not  to  leave  his  own  offspring  up-protected 
so  soon.  If  it  was  wrong  of  Israel  to  make  the  offspring  of 
their  hody  pass  through  fire  to  Moloch,  it  is  equally  wrong  of 
Wellhausen  to  cast  out  the  offispring  of  his  brain  in  such  a 
fashion. 

(2)  Having  thus  answered  the  argument  from  Wellhausen 
himself,  it  may  be  still  more  serviceable  to  the  Bible  student, 
as  supplying  a  further  insight  into  Scriptural  phraseology,  if 
we  now  answer  the  argument  from  Scripture.  The  argument 
implies  that  the  recognised,  and  standing,  name  for  the  altar, 
throughout  the  Priestly  Code,  has  become  "  the  altar  of  burnt- 
offering,"  and  that  the  use  of  this  new  name  indicates  how 
"  the  burnt-offering  "  had  risen  to  prominence,  post-Exilically. 
The  premisses,  from  which  the  conclusion  is  drawn,  are  un- 
sound. It  is  not  the  case  that  there  is  a  free,  and  general,  use 
of  the  name  "  altar  of  burnt-offering,"  in  the  Priestly  Code. 
Practically,  there  are  only  two  such  uses  of  it.  In  the  account 
of  its  construction  (which  may  be  called  the  one  use),  in  the 
closing  chapters  of  Exodus,  the  name  "  altar  of  burnt-offering  " 
several  times  occurs,  for  discrimination,  when  the  )ther  altar, 
"  the  altar  of  incense,"  is  in  close  contiguity.    In  the  account 
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of  the  ritual  of  Bin-offerings  (which  may  be  called  the  other 
use),  in  Lev.  4,  there  are  some  successive  occurrences  of  the 
name  "  altar  of  burnt-offering,*'  again  evidently  for  discrimi- 
nation, because  this  is  the  only  Levitical  ritual,  in  which  the 
other  altar,  "  the  altar  of  incense,"  is  associated  with  it,  in  the 
sacrificial  procedure.  In  other  words,  when  the  construction  of 
the  two  altars,  or  the  use  of  the  two  altars,  has  to  be  recorded 
side  by  side^  the  discriminating  addition  is  appended  to  the 
name :  elsewhere,  throughout  the  Code,  the  name  "  altar  of 
burnt-offering"  does  not  once  occur.  In  Lev.  1,  where  the 
ritual  of  the  various  types  of  "  the  burnt-offering "  is  given, 
surely  we  might  make  sure  to  meet  with  the  newly  imposed 
name  "  altar  of  the  burnt-offering "  :  but  the  name  does  not 
once  occur,  throughout  the  chapter  I  The  altar  is  introduced,  in 
this,  its  first,  mention  in  Leviticus,  as  "  the  altar  which  is  at  the 
door  of  the  tent  of  meeting  "  (Lev*  1.  5) :  it  is  here  defined  by 
its  position  :  and,  having  been  thus  identified,  it  is  spoken  of, 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  chapter,  simply  as  "  the  altar."  In 
Lev.  2,  where  the  ritual  of  the  various  types  of  the  minchah  is 
given,  the  name  "  altar  of  the  burnt-offering "  does  not  once 
occur :  it  is  throughout  simply  "  the  altar."  In  Lev.  3,  where 
the  ritual  of  the  various  types  of  shelamim  is  given,  the  n^kme 
"  altar  of  the  burnt-offering "  does  not  once  occur :  it  is 
throughout  simply  "the  altar."  We  have  already  noticed 
Lev.  4.  We  have  just  to  add  that,  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
remaining  chapters  of  Leviticus  (5 — 37),  and  throughout  the 
whole  of  the  chapters  of  Numbers  (1 — 36),  the  name  **  altar  of 
the  burnt-offering  "  does  not  once  occur :  the  recognised,  and 
satisfying,  designation  is  simply  "the  altar."  To  show  the 
strong  nature  of  this  induction,  we  shall  just  take  one  instance 
from  either  Book.  From  Leviticus,  we  select  Lev.  6.  9-13  : 
in  these  m^  verses,  the  altar  is  named  six  times,  and,  in  all,  it 
is  simply  "  the  altar,"  not  once  "altar  of  the  burnt-offering  "  : 
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this  is  the  more  remarkable,  because  here  (as  in  Lev.  1)  it  is  the 
law  of  "^  humt-offeringy^  that  is  being  dealt  with.  From 
Numbers,  we  select  Num.  7,  because,  as  already  said,  it  is  the 
most  extensively  described  offering,  in  the  whole  Code,  and 
includes  sacrifices  of  all  kinds  :  the  altar  falls  to  be  designated 
six  times,  and  it  is  always  simply  "  the  altar,"  not  once  "  the 
altar  of  the  burnt-offering."  What  can  the  reader  think  now 
of  Wellhausen's  alleged  "tbansformation  "  ?  Would  not  any 
unwary,  and  un-instructed,  reader  of  his  page  conclude  that  the 
'*  transformed  "  name,  mizhach  ha-^olah^  was  freely  characteristic 
of  the  Code,  from  end  to  end,  so  much  so  that  its  new  use 
amounts  to  a  clear  indication  of  an  important  sacrificial  evo- 
lution ?  We  have  shown  abundantly  that  a  more  misleading 
insinuation  could  hardly  have  be«i  penned. 

(3)  If  it  were  worth  while,  it  could  easily  be  shown  that,  in 
what  we  have  called  the  two  uses  of  "  the  altar  of  the  burnt- 
offering  "  (in  Exodus,  and  in  Lev.  4),  the  name  does  not  appear 
to  be  prized  as  a  new,  and  exclusive,  or  even  as  a  desirable,  one, 
but  rather  as  a  somewhat  cumbrous  representation,  from  which 
the  writer  is  glad  to  escape.  In  the  closing  chapters  (26 — 40) 
of  Exodus,  a  great  preference  is  shown  for  the  name  "the 
altar  "  :  it  occurs  much  more  frequently  than  "  the  altar  of  the 
burnt-offering,"  which  is  used  only  when  proximity  to  ''the 
altar  of  incense"  necessitates.  The  same  principle  pervades 
Lev.  4 :  proximity  to  "  the  altar  of  incense "  leads  to  the 
discrimination  "  the  altar  of  the  burnt-offering,"  but  the  writer 
seems  ready  (verses  20,  26,  30,  31)  to  revert  to  the  commoner, 
and  apparently  the  more  honoured,  name  "  the  altar."  In  the 
famous  "  appendix "  chapter  (Exod.  30),  though  the  first  ten 
verses  are  wholly  occupied  with  the  order  for  "the  altar  of 
incense,"  the  intervention  of  verses  11-16,  r^arding  the 
atonement-money,  seems  quite  sufficient  to  break  the  association 
with  it,  and,  when  the  writer  resumes,  at  verses  17-21,  he 

82808.  DD 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


418  SANCTUARY  AND  SACRIFICE. 

refers  to  the  other  altar,  three  times  over,  simply  as  "  the  altar." 
More  striking  still,  in  Nam.  4.  4-16,  describing  the  service 
of  the  Eohathites,  in  arranging  the  fomitnre  of  the  tabernacle 
for  a  march,  while  verse  11  describes  their  covering  ^'  the  golden 
altar  "  with  a  cloth  of  bine,  &a,  the  intervention  of  verse  12, 
dealing  with  all  the  vessels  of  the  ministry,  seems  enongh  to 
break  the  associi^on,  and,  in  verses  13,  14,  the  other  altar,  the 
central  hope  and  pride  of  Israel,  is  dealt  with,  under  its  familiar, 
and  ever  reoognisable,  title — "  the  altar."  We  may  thus  say  of 
Wellhansen's  ^^transformation"  borrowing  his  own  phrase- 
ology, that  the  Priestly  Code,  on  which  he  professes  to  found  it, 
"  knows  nothing  "  about  it,  and  that  **  it  holds  itself  up  in  the 
air  hy  its  own  waistband'''*  (p.  89). 

(4)  We  will  just  add  that,  outside  the  Code,  the  "trans- 
formation" lacks  that  corroboration,  which  would  seem 
essential  to  its  truth.  If  a  new  name,  and  a  new  era,  have 
arisen,  why  do  not  Ezra,  and  Nehemiah,  reflect  the  "trans- 
formation" ?  .  They  lived,  and  wrote,  when  it  was  an  accom- 
plished fact :  why  do  they  so  utterly  ignore  it  ?  They  speak 
of  "the  altar,"  "the  altar  of  the  house  of  your  God,"  "the 
altar  of  the  Lord  our  God,"  but  they  never  once  name  it  "  the 
altar  of  the  bumt-ofiPering."  This  is  the  more  notable,  be- 
cause (as  in  Lev.  1)  Eza»,  in  two  of  his  references,  is  dealing 
with  "  humt'Offerings."  If  the  "transformation  "  is  so  close  at 
hand,  why  does  not  Ezekiel,  who  adumbrates  so  many  things, 
adumbrate  this  ?  He  refers  repeatedly  to  "  the  altar,"  and  calls 
it  once  "  the  brasen  altar,"  but  he  never  names  it  "  the  altar  of 
the  burnt-offering."  Why  do  the  post-Exilic  prophets  "  know 
nothing"  of  the  "transformation"  ?  Zechariah  can  speak  of 
"the  altar,"  and  Malachi  (whose  date  is  indisputable)  can 
speak  of  "  mine  altar,"  and  of  "  the  altar  of  the  Lord,"  but 
there  is  not  a  single  occurrence  of  the  epoch-making  "  the  altar 
of  the  bumt-oflfering."    In  post-Exilic  days,  we  have  still  the 
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hallowed,  and  sufficing,  name  ^^  the  altar,''  just  as  in  the  days 
of  Judges,  and  of  Kings.  With  what  rapidity,  and  power, 
would  these  prophetic  pickings  have  been  marshalled,  on 
Wellhausen's  page — if  it  had  suited  him  to  parade  them  ! 

(C) 

"We  have  thus  endeavoured  to  expose  the  eecond  of  Well- 
hausen*s  fallacies  first,  because,  if  we  succeed  in  doing  so,  the 
whole  of  his  boasted  argument  turns  to  a  handful  of  sand.  The 
foundation  of  his  argument  is  that  the  Priestly  Code  frowns 
on  sacrificial  meals,  that  it  makes  the  burnt-offering  (which 
supplies  no  flesh  for  meals)  everywhere  predominant :  and  it  is 
then  inferred,  from  this,  that  that  Code  could  not  have  been  in 
operation,  through  a  period,  wherein  meals  seem  to  be  an 
established  rule.  We  have  shown  that  the  Code  nowhere  asserts, 
for  the  burnt-offering,  the  exclusive  prominence,  which  is  thus 
claimed,  and  that,  instead  of  ignoring,  it  recognises,  and  enacts, 
a  multitude  of  sacrificial  meals.  If  so^  how  can  the  occasional 
references  to  such  meals,  in  the  pre-Exilic  history,  afford  the 
faintest  presumption  against  the  Mosaic  origin  of  the  Priestly 
Code  ?     They  only  illustrate^  and  confirm^  that  origin. 

While  we  might  rest  in  the  result,  thus  attained,  it  may  yet 
help  to  present  right  views  of  sacrifice,  and  also  to  redeem 
sundry  passages  of  Scripture  from  nus-interpretation,  if  we 
now  turn  to  Yub  first  fallacy,  which  is  that  the  symbolic  fellow- 
ship of  a  meal  was  the  main,  if  not  exclusive,  aim  of  pre- 
Exilic  sacrifice.  We  shall  show  that  this  is  a  false  estimate 
of  sacrifice,  and  that  the  proofs,  offered  of  it,  are  quite 
shadowy. 

I.  Weflhansetfs  picture  of  the  absolute  prevalence  of  sacri- 
ficial meals  is  a  gross  exaggeration.  We  have  no  statement 
that  the  people  were  so  swallowed  up  of  sacrificial  zeal,  that 
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they  could  never  partake  of  a  meal,  without  pregenting  a  sacri- 
fice :  yet,  says  our  author,  "  there  was  no  meal  without  an 
offering "  I  Not  only  were  there  innumerable  meals  without 
sacrifices,  but  many  notable  sacrifices  are  specified,  where  there 
is  neither  a  statement,  nor  an  implication,  of  meals.  Abraham 
at  Moriah,  Gideon  at  Ophrah,  Solomon  at  Gibeon,  Elijah  on 
Carmel,  are  only  prominent  samples  of  sacrifices,  where  there  is 
no  implication  of  a  "  sacrificial  company  "  of  feasting  "  guests." 
The  history  suggests  that  "  eating  before  the  Lord  "  would  be 
a  recognised  privilege;  but  there  is  nothing  to  fix  the  fre- 
quency of  its  occurrence,  nor  the  details  of  its  execution, 

II.  Another  criticism,  to  which  his  "  picture "  (as  he  calls 
it)  is  open,  is  that  it  is  hardly  filled  in,  from  the  pre-Exilic 
history^  at  all ;  it  is  derived  from  two  sources  mainly,  the  one 
being  his  own  fancy ^  and  the  other  being  the  Priestly  CodSy 
whose  existence,  for  the  pre-Exilic   period,  he  repudiates ! 

(1)  He  says  it  was  "  only  in  the  case  of  very  great  sacrificial 
feasts  that  a  large  animal  (one  or  more)  was  given  to  Je- 
hovah " :  there  is  not  an  atom  of  support  for  this  statement, 
in  the  whole  Old  Testament ;  it  rests  wholly  on — Imagination, 

(2)  He  says  it  is  the  "  fellowships  between  God  and  His  guests 
that  give  their  name  to  the  shelamim  ":  this  may,  conceivably, 
be  true,  but  there  is  no  proof  of  it  from  Scripture.  (8)  He  says, 
"  in  ordinary  slaughterings  this  notion  is  not  strongly  present," 
and  yet,  a  few  sentences  before,  he  has  said  "  there  was  no  meal 
without  an  offering":  the  statements  seem  rather  "polemical" 
against  each  other,  and  both  have  to  rest,  mainly,  on  his  own 
fancy.  (4)  He  says  in  the  older  period  "  it  was  the  rule  that 
only  blood  and  fat  were  laid  upon  the  altar,  but  the  people  ate 
the  flesh  ":  we  believe  this,  and  we  derive  it  from  the  Priestly 
Code,  which  regulated  "  the  older  period  ":  hdithence  can  Well- 
hausen  derive  it  f  In  the  whole  pre-Josian  records,  where  can  he 
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lay  his  finger  on  a  definite  hard-and-fast  "  ruUy'  such  as  has 
just  been  quoted  ?  The  Jehovistic  Code  cannot  supply  him 
with  it :  the  only  two  sacrificial  "  rules,"  in  that  Code,  are  that 
the  passover  must  not  be  eaten  with  leaven,  nor  any  of  it  left  till 
the  morning.  Our  author  is  just  masquerading  in  the  clothing 
of  the  Priestly  Code,  whose  existence,  for  that  ancient  period, 
he  denies  I  Partid,  and  (on  our  view)  natural,  echoes  of  "  the 
rule  "  may  be  found,  here  and  there,  in  the  history  ;  but  no 
approach  to  a  full,  and  formal,  statement  of  "  the  rule  "  can  be 
found,  outside  the  Priestly  Code.  (5)  In  like  manner,  he  says, 
"the  gift  must  be  brought  entire  by  the  offerer  before  the 
altar,  and  the  greater  portion  of  it  God  gives  up  to  His 
guests  only  after  that."  This  is  just  another  cool,  and  wholes 
sale,  appropriation  from  the  Priestly  Code,  whose  existence  is 
scouted  I  The  whole  pre-Josian  records  furnish  no  detailed 
outline  of  what  "  must "  thus  be  attended  to.  On  the  tradi'- 
tional  view,  the  records  are  natural,  and  orderly  :  on  the 
Wellhausenian  (or  imaginationist)  view,  they  are  turned  into 
a  topsy  turvy  "  mingle  mingle." 

III.  A  still  more  serious  objection  to  the  "  picture  **  is  that 
it  errs,  essentially,  in  making  social  fellowship,  at  a  common 
table,  the  primary  essential  of  sacrifice.  The  history  excludes 
such  a  view,  by  the  prominence  it  gives  to  sacrifices,  where  no 
meal  is  implied.  The  history  further  excludes  such  a  view,  by 
the  fact  that,  in  several  instances,  where  a  meal  may  seem 
probable,  it  is  clearly  the  prior  ritual,  around  the  altar,  that  is 
regarded  as  the  most  important  part  of  the  sacrificial  procedure. 
In  this,  the  Code  has  a  satisfying,  and  natural,  accordance  with 
the  history  :  the  ritual  at  the  altar  is  what  is  most  prominently, 
and  most  anxiously,  prescribed  ;  the  meals  receive  subordinate, 
and  less  minute,  specification.  This  appears  to  receive  a 
special,  and  very  striking,  corroboration,  from  the  regulations 
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of  Lev.  81. 16-24.  It  is  there  preBcribed  that  no  priest,  who 
hath  a  blemish  (who  is  blind,  or  lame,  or  broken-handed,  dbc.), 
shall  be  allowed  to  ofSciate  at  the  altar,  ^'let  him  not  approach 
to  OFFER  the  bread  of  his  Ood  '*:  bnt  it  is  prescribed  that  no 
such  blemish  shall  disqualify  him  from  participating  in  the 
priestly  meal,  which  follows  the  sacrifice,  '^  he  shall  eat  the 
bread  of  his  God,  both  of  the  most  holy,  and  of  the  holy." 
Does  not  this  indicate,  nnmistakeably,  that  the  *^  offering ''  of 
the  sacrificial  flesh  is  a  much  higher,  and  more  sacred,  act 
than  the  subsequent  ^^  eating  "  of  other  portions  of  it  ?  Is  not 
the  same  thing  indicated  by  one  of  the  very  texts,  which  our 
author,  so  curiously,  quotes  ?  Zechariah,  predicting  a  period  of 
increased,  and  universal,  sanctity,  speaks  of  common  things 
taking  on  a  holy  character,  ^^  in  that  day  there  shall  be  upon 
the  bells  of  the  horses  Holy  unto  the  Lord  ;  and  the  pots  in 
the  Lord^s  house  shall  be  like  the  bowls  before  the  altar*' 
(Zech.  14.  20).  Surely,  no  one  can  read  this,  without  seeing 
that  "  the  pots,"  which  we  may  grant  our  author  might  be  for 
the  sacrificial  meals,  have,  inherently,  a  much  lower  sanctity 
than  the  vessels,  which  are  used,  for  loftier  purposes, "  be/ore  the 
altar'^  Thus,  with  a  great  show  of  quotation,  our  author  just 
goes  on  evading,  or  contradicting,  the  teaching  of  the  very 
passages,  with  which  he  professes  to  be  occupied.  Meals  might 
be  frequent,  and  pleasing,  enough  ;  but  it  is  un-Scriptural  to 
represent  them,  as  the  main  idea,  or  constituent,  of  a  Jewish 
sacrifice. 

In  fact,  on  our  author's  view,  there  seems  no  need  for  the 
"meals"  having  had,  primarily,  any  connection  with  "the 
altar  "  at  all.  The  meals  never  reach  the  altar :  sacrifice  is, 
very  much,  a  curious  blend  of  sociality,  and  of  selfishness,  with 
God  left  out  of  account :  it  is  "  only  "  when  an  inconvenient 
superfluity  of  animals  emerges,  that  the  happy  thought  occurs 
of  parting  wi-h  one  (albeit  a  "large"  one)  "to  Jehovah." 
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There  seems  very  little  occasion  for  **  altar,*'  or  for  "  priest," 
in  connection  with  what  Wellhausen  would  treat  as  the  essen- 
tial aim,  and  accompaniments,  of  sacrifices :  and  a  sense  of  this 
might  have  suggested  to  him  that  he  has,  sorely,  misunderstood 
the  drift  of  the  documents  he  is  explaining.  The  Decalogue 
puts  God  "  in  the  for^round,"  devoting  its  whole  first  table 
to  His  honour :  The  Jehovistio  Code  puts  God  "  in  the  fore- 
ground," making  burnt-offerings,  on  His  altar,  its  first  require- 
ment :  The  Son  of  Man  puts  God  '*  in  the  foreground," 
bidding  us  "  seek  first  His  Kingdom  and  righteousness "  : 
Wellhausen  might  almost  be  said  to  relegate  God  ^'  to  the  back- 
ground," to  be  thought  of,  and  to  be  helped,  after  our  neigh- 
bours, and  ourselves,  have  well  eaten  and  drunk.  In  Scripture, 
the  meal  is  a  subsequent,  and  subordinate,  concomitant  of 
sacrifices  :  with  Wellhausen,  it  is  their  great,  and  inclusive, 
scope,  and,  practically,  supersedes  the  altar. 

IV.  We  have  only  further  to  notice  a  string  of  texts  (fully  a 
dozen  of  them),  by  which  our  author  professes  to  have  been 
influenced,  when  he  was  writing  his  rhapsody  on  the  sacrificial 
meal.  The  whole  of  these  texts,  combined,  do  not  approach  any 
proof  of  his  "  thesis."  We  might  almost  call  it  the  customary 
index  of  their  pointlessness,  that  he,  practically,  leaves  them  all 
un-quoted,  and  imprisons  them  in  parentheses.  If  we  merely 
note  their  number,  and  hurry  on,  supposing  that  no  one  will 
present  such  an  array  of  texts,  without  warrant,  we  may  be 
convinced  :  but  if  we  turn  up  the  texts,  and  ponder  them, 
we  will  be  amazed  at  the  slender  cobwebs,  on  which  our 
author  rears  his  portentous  superstructures.  Let  us  criticise 
them  in  turn. 

(1)  "Where  a  sacrifice  took  place,  there  was  also  eating 
and  drinking  (Exod.  32.  6  ;  Judges  9.  27  ;  2  Sam.  15.  11  seq.  ; 
Amos  2.  7)."    If  the  position  of  these  four  texts  is  to  be 
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justified,  they  ought  to  embrace  a  law,  rendering  sacrifice  ill^al. 
apart  from  a  meal ;  or  they  onght  to  be  samples,  to  which  all 
other  sacrificial  passages  in  Scripture  conform,  of  the  assodatioD 
of  sacrifice  and  meal.  Neither  of  these  representations  can  bo 
maintained  for  a  moment.  There  is  not  a  l^al,  and  accepted, 
saCTifice  among  the  four :  they  are  the  festival  of  the  golden 
calf,  the  idolatrous  vintage  festival  of  the  Shechemites,  the 
pretended  votive  festival  of  Absalom,  and  a  denunciation  of 
ren^ade  worship,  by  Amos.  Is  it  reasonable  to  confine  these 
four  topics,  in  a  parenthesis,  and  leave  the  unwary  reader  to 
suppose  that  they  supply  a  basis,  for  settling  the  qiu>d  semper ^ 
guodubique,  qiwd  ah  omnibtcs  of  Israelitish  sacrifice  ?  Why,  the 
first  of  the  texts  specifies"  humUofferings'^  as  well  as  "peace- 
offerings  I "  and  it  puts  the  burnt-offerings  first :  might  we  not 
then  conclude  that  "  where  a  sacrifice  took  place,  there  was 
also  '^  always  a  burnt  offering  I  Nay,  this  same  text  specifies 
"  games  "  as  well  as  a  "  meal " — "  the  people  sat  down  for  to  eat 
and  drink,  and  rose  up  for  to  play  " :  might  we  not  then  conclude 
that  "  where  a  sacrifice  took  place,  there  was  also  "  always — 
sports  or  dancing  I  The  quotation,  from  Amos,  is  "  and  they  lay 
themselves  down  beside  every  altar  on  pawned  clothes,  and  in 
the  house  of  their  God  they  drink  the  wine  of  such  as  have 
been  fined  " :  shall  we  then  conclude  that  "  where  a  sacrifice 
took  place,  there  was  also  "  invariably,  at  every  altar,  a  lying 
down  on  pawned  clothes !  A  more  pitiful  pretence  of  demon- 
stration, than  these  four  texts  are  put  forth  for,  is  hardly  con- 
ceivable. All  they  suggest  is  that  sacrifices  were  sometimes 
associated  with  feastings.  But  this,  instead  of  a  repudiation 
of  the  Priestly  Code,  is  in  absolute  coincidence  with  a  know- 
ledge of  it,  for  it  prescribes  frequent  sacrificial  meals  as  im- 
perative I  It  specially  does  so,  in  the  case  of  shelamim  (which 
are  associated  with  the  golden  calf),  and  of  nedher  (which  is 
attributed  to  Absalom).    Need  we  repeat  that  a  much  longer 
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list  of  texts  might  be  given,  where  no  "  eating  and  drinking  " 
are  referred  to  ? 

(2)  Still  more  futile  is  the  following.  "  There  was  no  offer- 
ing without  a  meal,  and  no  meal  without  an  offering  (1  Kings 
1. 9)."  Should  not  that  one  text  be  overpoweringly  charged  with 
sacrificial  reference,  and  with  sacrificial  prevalence  ?  Should  it 
not  announce  that,  every  day  of  every  year,  the  Israelites  were 
as  busy  at  sacrifices,  as  at  meals,  and  that  they,  practically  made 
the  two  inseparable  ?  Yet  what  do  we  find,  when  we  turn  up 
the  text  ?  We  find  there  is  no  clear  mention  of  sacrifice,  in 
the  whole  context  I  if  there  was  a  sacrifice,  it  is  entirely  matter 
of  inference  :  assuming  that  there  was,  there  is  not  the  slightest 
indication  whether  it  represents  what  was  common,  or  what 
was  rare,  in  Israel  I  The  context  describes  Adonijah,  when 
conspiring  for  the  kingdom,  as  *'  slaying  sheep  and  oxen  and 
fatlings,  and  inviting  all  his  brethren  the  king's  sons,  and  all 
the  men  of  Judah":  the  verb  (jsahhach)  may  mean  either 
"slaying,"  or  "sacrificing":  it  is  mere  conjecture  that  it  caji 
possibly  mean  "  sacrificing "  here :  there  is  (apart  from  the 
verb)  no  sacrificial  reference,  in  the  narrative  :  and  the  feast  is 
described  (verse  25)  as  "  eating  and  drinking  before  Adonijah," 
not  as  "  eating  and  drinking  before  Jehovah."  Assume,  how- 
ever, that  the  feast  of  this  ambitious  rebel  had  some  un-recorded 
sacrificial  associations,  how  is  it  possible,  out  of  this  tiny  morsel 
of  history,  to  evolve  a  theory  of  all  the  sacrifices,  and  of  all 
the  meals,  of  all  the  generations  of  Israel  ?  That  is  what  our 
author  accomplishes.  He  says  "  there  was  no  offering  without 
a  meal,  and  no  meal  without  an  offering  ":  and  he  points  us  to 
the  feast  of  Adonijah,  in  proof. 

(8)  "At  no  important  Bamah  was  entertainment  wholly 
wanting,  such  a  XcVxi;  as  that  in  which  Samuel  feasted  Saul, 
or  Jeremiah  the  fiachabites  (1  Sam.  9.  22  ;  Jer.  35.  2)." 
Because  there  happened  to  be  a  sacrificial  meal  a-going,  on  the 
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day  when  Saul  arrived  at  Znph,  is  that  any  proof  that  similar 
^^entertainment'*  was  waiting,  for  chance  visitors,  at  Znph,  in 
the  other  864  days  of  the  year  ?  And,  though  it  were,  what 
remotest  connection  has  it  with  proving  Wellhaasen's^76(^2wir 
views  of  the  bomt-offering?  And  how  does  he  know  that 
Zuph  was  an  '^  important  *'  place  of  worship  ?  And  what  help 
would  the  knowledge,  though  he  had  it,  give  him  ? 

Then,  because  Jeremiah,  in  order  to  secure  a  symbolical  basis 
for  a  stem  reproof,  receives  a  divine  command  to  take  the 
Bechabites  into  a  chamb^  of  the  Temple,  beside  the  chamber 
of  the  princes,  and  to  set  bowls  of  wine  before  them,  is  thai 
any  proof  that  the  Temple  was  a  place  of  "  entertainment,'^  into 
which  visitors  might  be  freely  brought,  throughout  all  the  days 
of  the  year  ?  And,  though  it  were,  is  that  any  proof  that 
"  humt-offerings  "  were  not  as  regularly  associated  every  day 
with  the  Temple  worship,  as  were  "  bowls  of  wine  "  ?  And,  if 
it  be  no  such  proof,  then  Jeremiah's  offering  wine  to  the 
Rechabites  is  utterly,  and  absolutely,  inoperative,  in  yielding  a 
single  grain  of  support  to  Wellhausen's  thesis. 

We  might  suggest  other  queries,  e.g,^  how  can  Jeremiah  be 
said  to  have  *'  feasted  "  the  Rechabites,  when  they  declined  to 
taste  a  single  drop  out  of  his  '^  bowls  "  ?  And  how  can  they 
be  so  lauded  for  repudiating  the  temptation  of  the  bowls,  if 
these  bowls  were  part  of  a  divinely  prescribed  sacrificial  meal  ? 
But  we  confine  ourselves  to  this  further  query :  How  can 
Wellhausen  escape  the  charge  of  glaring  anachronism^  in 
pointing  to  Jeremiah  and  the  Rechabites,  as  illustrating  the 
same  period,  as  the  meeting  of  Saul  and  Samuel  at  Zuph? 
Jeremiah's  strange  command,  as  to  the  Rechabites,  was  received 
after  JosiaVs  death ;  it  is  expressly  stated  to  have  been  re- 
ceived ^^in  the  days  of  Jehoiakim  the  son  of  Josiah,  king 
of  Judah"  (Jer.  35.  1).  Now  "the  turning-point  in  the 
history  of  the  sacrificial  system  was  the  reformation  of  Josiah: 
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what  we  find  in  the  Priestly  Code  is  the  matured  result 
of  that  event"  (p.  76).  If  there  were  any  reality  in  this 
lofty  pronouncement,  if  it  were  the  case  that  "  the  reforma- 
tion of  Josiah"  had  crd  m  adrift  from  the  sacrificial 
system  of  "the  older  period"  (of  which  the  sacrificial 
meal  was  the  essence),  would  it  not  be  passing  strange,  in 
the  reign  of  Josiah's  son  and  successor,  to  find  Jeremiah 
"  polemical "  against  Josiah,  and  fostering,  by  divine  command, 
the  central  characteristic  of  the  system,  against  which  Josiah 
had  done  battle  ?  We  found  it  difficult  to  make  p.  66,  and 
p.  72,  "  lie  down  "  in  harmony :  we  will  not  find  it  much  easier 
to  make  p.  71,  and  p.  76,  "  feed  together."  P.  76  gives  us 
"  the  turning-point^'' I  p.  71  gives  us  two  orthodox  examples  of 
sacrifice,  on  opposite  sides  of  "  the  turning-point,"  bracketed 
together  in  illustration  of  the  normal  praxis  of  one  undivided 
period  I  It  is  difficult  to  treat  with  patience  such  a  pretentious, 
and  inconsequent,  imposition.  It  has  not  a  rag  of  reality  to 
cover  it,  from  the  sole  of  the  foot  to  the  crown  of  the  head. 

(4)  We  have  already  shown  that  his  quotation,  from 
Zechariah,  destroys  his  thesis,  instead  of  supporting  it ;  for 
"the  pots  in  the  Temple"  (which  may  be  assumed  as  for 
meals)  have,  avowedly,  a  less  sacred  function  to  subserve,  than 
the  "bowls  lefore  the  altar''':  they  are  not,  therefore,  related 
to  the  chief  essence  of  sacrifice :  to  equalise  them  with  the 
"  bowls,"  is  the  index  of  a  revolution.  Besides,  Zechariah  is 
not  describing  the  praxis  of  his  own  day,  he  is  describing  the 
changes  of  a  glorious  Messianic  future,  when  all  the  nations 
shall  be  going  up  to  keep  the  feast  of  tabernacles,  in  God's 
honour,  at  Jerusalem  I  And,  though  it  were  his  own  day,  yet 
if  his  day  were  post- Josian^  our  author  would  be  landed  in  the 
same  anachronism,  as  with  Jeremiah  and  the  Rechabites.  The 
quotation  can  impress  none,  except  those  who  hurry  on,  without 
verifying  it. 
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(5)  '*  Even  on  occasions  that,  to  our  way  of  thinking,  seem 
highly  unsuitable,  the  meal  is  nevertheless  not  wanting 
(Judges  20. 26, 21. 4  ;  1  Sam.  13. 9-12)."  Let  any  one  turn  up, 
and  read,  these  texts,  and  he  will  find  there  is  not  even  a  partial 
description  of  a  "  meal,"  in  any  of  the  three  I  He  will  find 
also  that  "  the  humt'Offeringy^  instead  of  being  ignored,  figures 
"  in  the  for^round,"  in  the  whole  three  I  The  only  way  to 
prove  the  probability  of  meals,  on  these  three  occasions,  is  by 
i-ecognising  the  existence  of  the  Priestly  Code  (which  prescribes 
meals  along  with  "peace-oflferings"),  throughout  their  period. 
But  Wellhausen  cuts  himself  oflf  from  the  possibility  of  such 
proof,  by  his  fantastic  relegation  of  the  Code  to  post-Exilic 
time. 

(6)  "  That  perfect  propriety  was  not  always  observed  might 
be  taken  for  granted,  and  is  proved  by  Isa.  28.  8  even  with 
r^ard  to  the  Temple  of  Jerusalem  :  all  tables  are  full  of  vomit, 
there  is  no  room."  What  conceivable  support  could  this 
(though  granted)  give  to  the  thesis  ?  If  the  meals,  that  fol- 
lowed after  a  sacrifice,  became  scenes  of  intemperance,  is  that 
any  proof  that  the  meal  was  the  main  essence  of  sacrifice  ?  or 
is  it  any  proof  that  the  "  bumt-oflfering"  was  a  mere  appanage 
of  the  "peace-offering"?  But  further:  there  is  not  the 
slightest  special  reference  to  the  people's  sacrificial  meals,  in  the 
whole  twenty-eighth  chapter  of  Isaiah,  as  any  one  may  see  by 
glancing  over  it  I  The  prophet  is  denouncing  the  shameless 
intoxications  (whether  literal,  or  spiritual,  or  both)  in  which 
Judah  is  following  Ephraim  to  her  ruin,  and  in  which  all 
classes,  notably  the  priests  and  prophets,  are  involved. 

(7)  "  Hence  also  Eli's  suspicion  regarding  Hannah  was  a 
natural  one,  and  by  no  means  so  startling  as  it  appears."  If 
Hannah  was  enjoying  a  sacrificial  meal,  at  Shiloh,  she  was 
doing  what  she  was  encouraged,  and  required,  to  do,  by  the 
Priestly  Code.    And  what  has  '*  Eli's  suspicion  "  of  her  to  do 
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witli  the  relative  importance  of  "  burnt-offerings  "  and  "  peace- 
offerings  "  ?  We  cannot  forbear  adding  :  If  "  Eli's  suspicion  *' 
proves  the  meal  to  have  been  the  main  essence  of  sacrifice,  in 
the  days  of  the  Judges,  does  not  a  similar  "  suspicion,"  on  a 
still  grander  occasion,— "  these  men  are  full  of  new  wine 
(Acts  2. 13)  " — ^prove  that  meals  were  still  the  main  essence  of 
sacrifice,  five  centuries  after  the  Exile,  and  when  the  Priestly 
Code  was  certainly  in  un-disputed  sway  I  That  is  what  might 
come  of  embracing  tomfoolery,  in  lieu  of  sober  reasoning. 

We  have  thus  run  over  his  array  of  fully  a  dozen  of  texts, 
with  the  view  of  assuring  the  Bible  student  that  they  do  not 
supply  one  iota  of  contradiction  to  the  traditional  view  of 
Jewish  sacrifice.  They  figure,  in  Wellhausen's  paragraph,  as  a 
row  of  deceivers^  stuck  into  successive  parentheses,  without 
being  allowed  to  speak  a  word  :  we  have  torn  down  the  jaunty 
descriptions,  with  which  he  had  mantled  them,,  in  order  to  find 
beneath  what  testimony  they  offer  regarding  themselves  :  and 
there  is  not  one  of  them,  that  yields  a  pin-point  of  evidence,  in 
support  of  his  fantastic  "  thesis." 

(D) 

We  have  thus,  with  considerable  patience  and  detail,  can- 
vassed Wellhausen's  extraordinary  discovery  of  the  evolution  of 
the  burnt-offering  out  of  the  peace-offering,  and  we  are  not 
aware  that  we  have  left  un-sifted  a  single  statement,  or  text, 
that  he  has  put  forward  to  support  it.  The  result  is  that  the 
pretended  evolution  turns  out  a  mere  dream,  or  Imagination. 
It  has  no  support  from  probability,  nor  from  Scripture.  The 
burnt-offering  holds  its  own,  as  a  recognised,  and  fundamental, 
method  of  approaching  the  Deity,  from  the  earliest  ages  :  and 
every  historical  reference  to  it,  in  the  Old  Testament,  is  in  har- 
mony with  the  origin  of  the  Priestly  Code,  as  being  Mosaic. 

We  shall  now  conclude  this  lengthened  chapter,  as  proposed. 
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by  pointing  oat  first  a  notable  omisiion^  and  secondly  a  sugges- 
tive admisHony  which  our  author  makes,  in  the  paragraphs, 
which  have  been  under  review. 

I.  (1)  We  may  present  the  ofnissiorij  by  borrowing  a  query 
from  Zechariab,  "  The  Prophets^  where  are  they  "  ?  Why  does 
Wellhausen  make  no  appeal  to  the  ustts  loquendi  of  ths  earlier 
prophets  of  Israel  ?  If  the  shelamim^  with  their  meals,  were 
the  main  constituent  of  sacrifice,  while  these  prophets  lived,  and 
if  they  knew  the  ^olah^  merely  as  an  occasional  appanage  of  the 
sJielamimj  might  we  not  expect  these  facts  to  be  reflected,  in  the 
sacrificial  phraseology  of  their  prophecies  ?  Nothing  approach- 
ing such  a  reflection  can  be  found.  The  burnt-offering  is  as- 
signed a  prominence,  and  an  antiquity,  which  their  readers  can 
be  assumed  as  ready  to  acknowledge.  There  is  nothing  to  sug- 
gest that  it  was  only  to  come  into  ''  independence,'*  and  into 
"  the  foreground,"  centuries  after  they  wrote.  They  seem  in 
total  ignorance  of  the  sacrificial  praxis,  which  Wellhausen  has 
discovered,  as  their  life-long  environment. 

(2)  The  following  somewhat  singular  fact  is  worth  notice. 
Those,  on  whose  diction  our  author  has  founded,  as  "  the  older 
prophets,"  are  Isaiah,  Amos,  Hosea,  Micah,  and  Jeremiah 
(pp.  56-59).  Each  of  these  writers  mentions  ^olahy  in  a  way 
which  implies  its  antiquity,  and  its  independence ;  but,  in  the 
writings  of  the  whole  five^  there  is  only  que  express  mention  of 
shelamim  !  And,  in  that  one  mention  (Amos  5. 22),  it  is  ehelem 
in  the  singular,  and  in  a  manner,  which  pulverises  our  author's 
view  that  a  singular  should  only  mean  one  animal — **  the  peace 
offering  (singular)  of  your  fat  beasts  (plural)  I  will  not  respect.'* 
Has  not  our  author  told  us  that  it  was  ^'  what  is  essential  for  the 
idea  of  sacrifice,"  in  that  olden  period,  that  ^' gives  their  name 
to  the  shelamim  "  (p.  71)  ?  And  yet,  in  the  five  prophets  of 
that  period,  the  specially  bestowed,  and  significant,  *^  name " 
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occurs  only  once,  and  in  the  singular  I  Nay,  has  not  our 
author  (p.  65)  pointed  us  to  Amos,  to  Isaiah,  and  to  Micah,  as 
specifying,  in  three  classical  passages,  every  kind  of  sacrifice, 
that  was  known  in  their  time — as  ^^  exhausting  everything  per- 
taining to  sacred  gifts  and  liturgic  performances,  in  which,  for 
the  sake  of  lengthening  the  catalogue,  they  do  not  shrink  from 
repetitions  even  "  ?  And  yet,  in  two  of  the  three  "  catalogues," 
which  are  thus  "  exhaustive,"  and  which  "  do  not  shrink  from 
repetitions  even,"  the  name  ehelamm  does  not  once  occur, 
either  in  singular,  or  in  plural  I  Shall  we  add  that,  in  one  of  the 
three  "  catalogues  "  (Micah  6.  6-8),  the  ^olah  is  the  only  animal 
sacrifice  that  is  named  I  nay,  that  it  embraces  a  twofold  impli- 
cation of  the  ^olah^  for  "  the  fruit  of  my  body  "  evidently  points 
to  a  human  burnt  offering  I  We  are  far  from  (we  are  the 
reverse  of)  urging  that  ehelamim  were  unknown  in  these 
prophets'  aays :  we  are  only  illustrating  how  abundantly  our 
author  may  be  "  hoist  with  his  own  "  Argument  from  Silence, 
and  what  a  curious  company  Ms  Imaginations  constitute,  when 
they  are  summoned,  from  their  respective  pages,  to  look  at  each 
other.  Undoubtedly,  peace-oflferings  would  be  quite  abundant 
in  the  days  of  these  old  prophets,  though,  in  four  of  them, 
there  does  not  happen  to  be  a  single  verse,  where  occasion 
occurs  to  name  ehelamim:  and  we  cannot  doubt  that  zehhach, 
while  sometimes  (as  apparently  in  Isa.  1. 11 ;  Hos.  3.  4,  6.  6) 
carrying  the  general  idea  of  sacrifice  by  slaughter,  has  at  other 
times  (as  apparently  in  Jer.  6.  20,  7.  21)  a  special  reference 
to  the  established  varieties  of  peace-offerings — a  circumstance 
eminently  harmonious  with  our  view  of  the  Priestly  Code. 
Still  the  facts  of  the  use,  by  these  five  prophets,  of  the  name 
ehelem  (a  name  reflecting  ^^ the  essential  idea  for  sacrifice"), 
are,  as  we  have  stated  them. 

(3)  Apart  from  "  the  older  prophets,"  what  of  the  "  tran- 
sition^^ prophet?    Ezekiel,  by  supposition,  has  outlived  the 
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pre-eminence  of  the  shelamim:  and  he  is  writing,  from  hifl 
exile,  an  outline  of  a  system,  in  which  the  *olah  ^*  shall  have 
become  independent,  and  shall  come  everywhere  into  the  fore-i 
ground."  And  yet,  in  "  publishing  a  programme  for  the  re- 
stored theocracy,"  he  freely  speaks  of  shelamim  as  a  prominent, 
and  established,  class !  The  five  prophets,  in  whose  times  they 
were  quite  predominant,  have  but  one  solitary,  and  singular, 
mention  of  them :  the  prophet,  whose  "  progranmie "  is  to 
dwarf,  and  to  subordinate,  them,  establishes  them  in  perma* 
nent  honour ! 
',  (4)  And  what  of  the  posUExUic  prophets?  They  must 
*  have  known  the  ^olah^  as  "  ever3rwhere  in  the  foreground,"  for 
they  were  the  confederates  of  the  Priestly  Code.  And  yet 
it  so  happens  that  the  ^olah  is  not  once  named  by  any  post- 
Exilic  prophet  I  Are  we  to  infer  that  these  prophets  "  know 
nothing  "  of  it  ?  that  they  could  not  have  seen  it  everywhere 
predominant,  without  having  somehow  named  it  ?  By  no 
means :  common  sense,  and  the  express  statements  of  the 
post-ExiUc  historians^  necessitate  their  knowledge  of  it.  But 
the  fact  stated  is  another  illustration  of  the  absurdity  of  the 
Argument  from  Silence.  Malachi  refers  repeatedly  to  animal 
sacrifices,  but  he  never  once  names  any,  as  ^olah.  His  frequent 
expression  for  sacrifice  is  minchahy  a  word  which  is  as  old  as 
the  days  of  the  first  recorded  sacrifice,  when  Abel  sacrificed 
"  the  firstlings  of  his  flock."  We  may  thus  connect  the  last 
Book  of  the  Old  Testament  with  the  first,  and  ask  our  author: 
If  Malachi,  who  saw  the  ^olah  "  everywhere  in  the  for^round," 
habitually  describes  animal  sacrifice,  as  minchah^  is  it  not 
eminently  credible  that  Abel's  animal  sacrifices  may  sometimes 
have  included  ^olah  too,  seeing  they  are  described  in  Genesis,  as 
winchah  f  This  might  perhaps  help  our  author  to  an  earlier, 
and  wiser,  view  of  the  origin,  and  of  the  permanence,  of  the 
burnb-offering. 
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By  this  rapid  survey  of  prophetic  diction,  we  mean  to  fortify 
the  Bible  student  in  the  possession  of  what  Wellhausen  has 
withheld  from  him.  We  entertain  no  doubt  whatever  that  the 
foregoing  significant  facts  were  as  clearly  present  to  Well- 
hausen's  mind,  when  he  was  penning  the  Prolegomena^  as  they 
are,  at  this  moment,  to  ourselves.  Why  does  he  ignore  them  in 
his  pages  ?    "  The  PropheUj  where  are  they  ?  " 

II.  So  much  for  our  author's  notable  omission.  We  said  also 
he  makes  a  suggestive  admissioriy  which  is  worth  pointing  out. 
Twice  over,  in  the  paragraphs  which  this  chapter  reviews,  he, 
practically,  acknowledges  that  his  own  sense  of  fitness  is  '^po- 
lemical "  against  the  divine  sense  of  fitness  (so  far  as  the  latter 
may  be  held  as  reflected  from  the  writers  of  Scripture). 
(1)  He  teUs  us  what  ought  to  be  the  force  of  ^olah^  as  fixed 
by  its  derivation,  and  what,  therefore,  is  a  natural,  and 
legitimate,  use  of  it :  but  he  adds  that  the  writers  of  Scripture 
discountenance  his  grammatical  dictum^  they  will  not  act  on 
what  he  holds  to  be  self-evident — ^'this^  however ^  is  never 
done  "  (p.  70) :  A^  has  a  sure  theory  about  the  use  of  ^olah^  but 
theg  "  know  nothing "  of  it.  (2)  Then  he  quotes  three  texts 
(last  line,  p.  71,  and  top,  p.  72),  where  the  Israelitish  law  of 
sacrifice  seems  to  have  imposed  meals  on  the  people,  but  where, 
if  ?ie  had  been  the  legislator,  nothing  so  out  of  place  would 
have  been  prescribed:  the  legislator's  sense  of  propriety  was 
but  limited,  it  had  not  the  perfection,  that  has  now  been 
reached :  the  people  are  described  as  at  sacrificial  meals,  not 
only  when  they  are  "  unsuitable,"  but  unsuitable  in  a  "  high  " 
degree — "  even  on  occasions  that,  to  our  way  of  thinking ^  seem 
highly  unsuitable,  the  meal  is  nevertheless  not  wanting " : 
Wellhausen,  had  he  had  the  arranging,  would  have  seen  the 
"  high "  unsuitableness  of  the  meal,  but  the  imperfect  con- 
ductors of  the  Swipture  narrative  were  comparatively  blind* 
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He  thus  admits  that  "  OUK  way  of  thinking  "  may  often  be 
one  thing,  while  the  '^  Scbifttjbal  way  of  thinking ''  may  be 
another  thing ;  and  sach  admission  seems  to  justify  us,  in 
saying,  Weilhauaenum  est  errors.  If  ^*our  way  of  thinking'' 
be  at  fault,  in  these  two  instances,  who  can  tell  in  how  many 
un-realised  instances  it  has  been  similarly  at  fault  ?  We  seem 
here  to  come  very  close  to  the  root  of  the  matter — ^just  as  we 
appeared  to  come  very  near  it,  when  we  found  that  he  had 
been  ^*  tempted  to  conjecture,*^  Our  author  would  need  a 
perfectly  superhuman  power,  in  divining  the  motives,  and  in 
tracing  the  eccentricities,  of  men:  practically,  it  is  his  own 
subjectivity,  that  is  the  test  of  everything.  If,  instead  of 
cherishing  that  fatal,  and  exaggerated,  trust  in  ^'our  way  of 
thinking,"  he  had  been  content,  humbly  and  straightforwardly 
to  enquire,  "  What  eaith  the  Ukripttdre  f  "  he  would  hardly  have 
penned  a  page  of  Ids  Prolegomena, 
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CHAPTER  X. 

THE  ALLBGED  LATENESS,  AIJD  ENORMOUS  IliPORTANCB,  OF 
THE  SIN  AND  TRESPASS  OFFERINGS. 

WE  now  proceed  to  Wellhaueen's  next  discovery  of  evolu- 
lution,  among  the  *^  kinds ''  of  Israelitish  sacrifice.  It 
is  an  evolution,  of  the  usual  nebulous,  and  undemonstrable, 
kind,  through  which  he  detects  the  sin-offering  (chattath),  and 
the  trespass-offering  (o^^m),  prescribed  in  Lev,  4, 5,  as  having 
passed.  These  offerings,  he  tells  us,  appear,  with  extraordinary 
frequency  and  vigour,  in  the  Priestly  Code ;  but  they  were 
quite  unknown  in  pre-Exilic  time  ;  there  is  not  the  slightest 
tra6el)f  them,  prior  to  Ezekiel.  There  may  have  been  "  fines," 
he  says,  payable  for  sins  to  the  priests,  in  previous  ages,  but 
there  was  nothing,  in  the  remotest  degree,  resembling  the 
Priestly  sin  or  trespass-offering.  Even  in  the  Code,  these 
offerings  had  not  been  known,  nor  prescribed,  from  the  first : 
he  divides  Leviticus  into  two  halves,  and  says  the  second  half 
was  In  force,  a  good  while  before  the  first  half  had  any  exis- 
tence :  in  this  second  (and  earlier)  half,  he  holds  there  is  not 
tEe  slightest  knowledge,  nor  recognition,  of  sin  and  trespass 
offerings  :  nay,  he  can  sub-divide  the  first  half  into  "  primary," 
and  "secondary,"  passages  (a  distinction,  of  which  the  poor 
Jews  knew  nothing),  and  show  the  sin  or  trespass-offering  to 
be  such  a  late  invention,  that  it  is  only  in  the  **  secondary  " 
passages  that  it,  at  last,  crops  up.  This  kind  of  offering 
frowns  utterly  on  "meals":  the  old  joyousness  of  previous 
sacrificial  usages  has  been  quite  stamped  out ;  nothing,  in  the 
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east  resembliDg  "  meal,"  or  merriment,  can  now  be  tolerated. 
Our  author  states  this  discovery,  as  follows  : — 

'*  What  the  thank-offering  has  lost,  the  sin  and  trespass  offerings 
have  gained;  the  yoluntary  private  offering  which  the  sacrificer 
ate  in  a  joyfnl  company  at  the  holy  place  has  g^ven  way  before  the 
compulsory,  of  which  he  obtains  no  share,  and  from  which  the 
character  of  the  sacred  meal  has  been  altogether  taken  away.  The 
bomt-offering,  it  is  tme,  still  continues  to  be  a  meal,  if  only  a  one- 
sided one,  of  which  Qod  alone  partakes ;  bnt  in  the  case  of  the  sin- 
offering  everything  is  kept  far  ont  of  sight  which  could  recall  a 
meal,  as,  for  example,  the  accompaniments  of  meal  and  wine,  oil 
and  salt ;  of  the  flesh  no  portion  reaches  the  altar,  it  all  goes  as  a 
fine  to  the  priest.  Now,  of  this  kind  of  sacrifice,  which  has  an 
enormous  important  in  the  Priestly  Code,  not  a  single  trace  occurs 
in  the  rest  of  the  Old  Testament  before  Ezekiel,  neither  in  the 
Jehovist  and  Deuteronomist,  nor  in  the  historical  and  prophetical 
Books.  *Olah  and  zehha/sh  comprehend  all  animal  sacrifices,  *olah 
and  minehah,  or  zehluich  and  minchah,  all  sacrifices  whatsoever ;  no- 
where is  a  special  kind  of  sacrifice  for  atonement  met  with  (1  Sam. 
3. 14).  Hos.  5.  8  does  indeed  say  *  They  eat  the  sin  of  my  people, 
and  they  are  greedy  for  its  guilts,*  but  the  interpretation  which 
will  have  it  that  the  priests  are  here  reproached  with  in  the  first 
instance  themselves  inducing  the  people  to  falsification  of  the 
sacred  dues,  in  order  to  make  these  up  again  with  the  produce  of 
the  sin  and  trespass  offerings,  is  either  too  subtle  or  too  dull.  It 
would  be  less  unreasonable  to  co-ordinate  with  the  similarly  named 
sin  and  trespass  offering  of  the  Pentateuch  the  &ye  golden  mice, 
and  the  five  golden  emerods  with  which  the  Philistines  send  back 
the  Ark,  and  which  in  1  Sam.  6.  3,  4,  8  are  designated  asham,  or, 
still  better,  the  sin  and  trespass  monies  which,  according  to  2  Kings 
12. 17  (A.Y.  16)f  fell  to  the  share  of  the  Jerusalem  priests.  Only 
the  fact  is  that  even  in  the  second  passage  the  asham  and  chattath 
are  no  sacrifices,  but,  more  exactly  to  render  the  original  meaning 
of  the  words,  mere  fines,  and  in  fact  money  fines.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  chattath  referred  to  in  Micah  6.  7  has  nothing  to  do  with 
a  due  of  the  priests,  but  simply  denotes  the  guilt  whi<^  eventually 
another  takes  upon  himself.  Even  in  Isa.  53. 10,  a  passage  which 
is  certainly  late,  asharni  must  not  be  taken  in  the  technical  sense  of 
the  ritual  legislation,  but  simply  (as  in  Micah)  in  the  sense  of  guilt, 
borne  by  the  innocent  for  the  guilty.  For  the  explanation  of  this 
prophe^c  passage  Qramberg  has  rightly  had  recourse  to  the  narra- 
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tive  of  2  Sam.  21.  1-14..  'Upon  Saul  and  upon  his  house  lies 
blood-guiltiness,  for  having  slain  the  Gibeonites '  is  announced  to 
David  as  the  cause  of  a  three  years'  famine.  When  asked  how  it 
can  be  taken  away,  the  Gibeonites  answer,  *  It  is  not  a  matter  of 
silver  and  gold  to  us  with  respect  to  Saul  and  his  house ;  let  seven 
men  of  his  family  be  delivered  to  us  that  we  may  hang  them  up 
unto  the  Lord  in  Gibeah  of  Saul  upon  the  mountain  of  the  Lord.* 
This  was  done ;  all  the  seven  were  hanged. 

**  Ashwm  and  chaUath  as  offerings  occur  for  the  first  time  in  Eze* 
kiel,  and  appear  not  long  before  his  day  to  have  come  into  the  place 
of  the  earlier  pecuniary  tines  (2  Kings  12. 17  [16]),  which  perhaps 
already  also  admitted  of  being  paid  in  kind;  probably  in  the 
seventh  century y  which  seems  to  have  been  very  open  to  the  mys- 
tery of  atonement  and  blood-shedding,  and  very  fertile  in  the  in- 
troduction of  new  religious  usages.  The  sin  and  trespass  offerings 
of  the  Pentateuch  still  bear  traces  of  their  origin  in  fines  and  penal- 
ties ;  they  are  not  gifts  to  God,  they  are  not  even  symbolical,  they 
are  simply  mulcts  payable  to  the  priests,  partly  oi  fixed  commu- 
tation value  (Lev.  5,  15).  Apart  from  the  mechanical  burning  of 
the  fat  they  have  in  common  with  the  sacrifice  only  the  shedding 
of  blood,  originally  a  secondary  matter,  which  has  here  become  the 
chief  thing.  This  circumstance  is  an  additional  proof  of  our  thesis. 
The  ritual  of  the  simple  offering  has  three  acts :  (1)  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  living  animal  before  Jehovah,  and  the  laying  on  of 
hands  as  a  token  of  manumission  on  the  part  of  the  offerer ;  (2)  the 
slaughtering  and  the  sprinkling  of  the  blood  on  the  altar; 
(3)  the  real  or  seeming  gift  of  the  sacrificial  portions  to  the  Deity, 
and  the  meal  of  the  human  guests.  In  the  case  of  the  burnt-offer- 
ing the  meal  in  the  third  act  disappears,  and  the  slaughtering  in 
the  second  comes  into  prominence  as  significant,  and  sacred,  inas- 
much as  (what  is  always  expressly  stated)  it  must  take  place  in  the 
presence  of  Jelwvah,  at  the  north  side  of  the  altar.  In  the  case  of 
the  sin  and  trespass  offering,  the  third  act  is  dropped  entirely, 
and  accordingly  the  whole  significance  of  the  rite  attaches  to  the 
slaughtering,  which  of  course  also  takes  place  before  the  altar,  and 
to  the  sprinkling  of  the  blood,  which  has  become  j)eculiarly  deve- 
loped here.  It  is  obvious  how  the  metamorphosis  of  the  gift  and 
the  meal  into  a  bloody  atonement  advances  and  reaches  its  acme 
in  this  last  sacrificial  act. 

"  This  ritual  seems  to  betray  its  novelty  even  within  the  Priestly 
Code  itself  by  a  certain  vacillation.  In  the  older  corpus  of 
law  (Lev.  17 — 23)  which  has  been  taken  into  that  document,  all 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


438  SANCTUARY  AND   SACRIFICE. 

sacrifices  are  still  embraced  nnder  one  or  other  of  tlie  two  heads  ze- 
hhach  and  *ol<ih  (17.  8,  32.  18,  21) ;  there  are  no  others.  The 
dsha/m  indeed  occors  in  19.  21  seq.,  bnt,  as  is  recognised,  only  in  a 
later  addition ;  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  demanded  in  22. 14, 
where  it  must  have  been  according  to  Lev.  5  and  Nnm.  6.  And  even 
apart  from  Lev.  17 — 26  there  is  on  this  point  no  sort  of  agreement 
between  the  kernel  of  the  Priestly  Code  and  the  later  additions, 
or  "  novels,"  so  to  speak.  For  one  thing,  there  is  a  difference  as 
to  the  ritual  of  the  most  solemn  sin-offering  bctwe^i  Exod.  29, 
Lev.  9  on  the  one  hand,  and  Lev.  4  on  the  other;  and  what  is 
still  more  serious,  the  tregpass-oSteriag  never  occurs  in  the  primary 
but  only  in  the  secondary  passages,  Lev.  4 — 7*  14 ;  Num.  5.  7,  8, 
6. 1»  18.  9*  In  the  latter,  moreover,  the  distinction  between  asham 
and  chattcUk  is  not  very  clear,  but  only  the  intention  to  make  it, 
perhaps  because  in  the  old  praxis  there  actually  was  a  distinction 
between  Tceseph  chattatk  and  keseph  asham,  and  in  Ezekiel  between 
chattaih  and  asham  "  (pp.  72-75). 

We  have  here  another  illnstration  of  that  royal  road  to 
demonstration,  in  which  Wellhansen  and  his  sdiool  delight. 
They  make  assertions,  with  an  assurance,  which  is  perfectly  un- 
limited, and  which  leads  the  reader,  almost  unconsciously,  to 
conclude  that  their  assertions  must  be  true,  and  that  it  would 
be  almost  insulting  their  veracity,  to  think  of  verifying  them. 
We  have  found  this  notably,  and  abundantly,  in  the  previous 
chapter,  and  we  find  it  here  again.  We  shall  first  bring 
together,  in  a  few  paragraphs,  some  samples  of  the  contradic- 
toriness,  by  which  the  pan^raphs,  which  we  have  just  quoted, 
are  over-run  ;  and  we  shall  then  look  at  the  "  thesis,"  of  which 
they  are  presented,  as  supplying  "  proof." 

I.  Take  the  following,  as  illustrations  of  the  difficulty  of 
reconciling  the  paragraphs  with  Scripture,  and  with  Well- 
hausen  : 

(1)  He  says  the  sin-offering  (chattath)  was  quite  unknown 
to  the  writer  of  Lev.  17 — 26.  Why,  the  writer  expressly 
names  it,  in  Lev.  23.  19  !    "  And  ye  shall  offer  one  he-goat  for 
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a  sin-offering  (chattath)  and  two  he-lambs  of  the  first  year  for 
a  sacrifice  of  peace-offerings." 

(2)  He  says  the  trespass-offering  (asMm)  waa  unknown  to 
the  writer  of  Lev.  17 — 26.  But  the  writer  expressly  names  it, 
three  times  over,  in  Lev.  19.  21,  22  I  Wellhausen  has  noticed 
this ;  so  he  coolly  decrees  that  the  writer  never  tvrote  these  two  1 
verses— they  are  "a  later  addition  "!  Of  this  he  does  not  offer  I 
the  faintest  particle  of  proof.  The  asham,  therefore,  remains, 
as  distinctly  known  to  the  writer.  ' 

(3)  He  says  the  burnt-offering  is  "  significantly  "  discrimi- 
nated from  other  offerings,  by  the  fact  that  the  Priestly  Code 
requires  it  to  be  slain  "  at  the  north  side  of  the  altar ^'^^  and  that 
this  fact  is  so  essential,  that  it  ^^is  always  expressly 
STATED."  Will  it  be  believed  that,  in  the  three  statement  of 
the  ritual  of  the  burnt-offering,  which  the  Code  (Lev.  1)  con- 
tains, the  killing  ^*  at  the  north  side  of  the  altar  "  occurs,  in 
only  one  of  the  thre^  statements  ?  A  fact,  which  "  is  always 
ea^essly  stated,"  is  stated  only  once  in  three  references  I  In 
order  to  help  the  Bible  student  to  appreciate  the  solenm  pre- 
cision, with  which  Wellhausen  announces  facts,  we  may  add 
that  killing  "  at  the  north  side  of  the  altar"  is,  except  in  the 
single  case  just  mentioned,  never  once  particularised,  through- 
out the  whole  Priestly  Code,  in  connection  with  any  sacrifice  I 
What  a  commentary  on  his  "  always  expressly  "  I 

There  is  even  more  than  the  above  :  the  accompanying  (and 
equivalent)  expression  "  be/ore  the  Lordy*^  or  "  in  the  presence  of 
Jehovah^''  instead  of  \i^\^%  peculiar  to  the  burnt-offering,  is  ap- 
plied, with  unfailing  regularity,  to  the  slaughter  of  the  other 
sacrifices,  to  the  peace-offerings,  throughout  Lev.  3,  and  to  the 
sin-offerings,  throughout  Lev.  4  I  There  are  no  slaughterings,  in 
Lev.  2,  to  which  it  could  be  applied.  Is  it  possible  to  read  such 
facts,  without  exclaiming.  What  a  pompous  imposture !  The 
killing  at  the  "north  side  of  the  altar  "  was,  evidently,  a  usage, 
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common  for  all  sacrifices,  and  was  a  quite  subordinate  arrange- 
ment, a  matter  of  mere  convenience,  rather  than  of  ''  signifi* 
cance."  And  yet  we  have  a  nineteenth  century  German  pointing 
us  to  it,  as  a  subtle  trace  of  a  ^^significant,  and  sacred," 
evolution  I 

(4)  On  a  previous  page,  he  says,  "  the  small  body  of  l^isla- 
tion,  contained  in  Lev.  17 — 26,  is  the  transition  from  Deuter- 
onomy to  the  Priestly  Code  "  (p.  35,  note  i)  :  this  implies  that 
this  "  small  body  "  could  not  have  seen  the  light,  earlier  than 
the  beginning  of  the  sixth  century.  Now,  compare  this  with 
the  paragraphs  we  are  criticising.  He  says  that  the  sin  and 
trespass  offerings,  first  mentioned  by  Ezekiel,  had  come  into 
observance,  somewhat  before  Ezekiel's  time,  and  "  probably  in 
the  seventh  century^  which  seems  to  have  been  very  open  to  the 
mystery  of  atonement  and  blood-shedding."  But  he  also  says 
(as  already  quoted)  that  the  sin  and  trespass  offerings  are 
utterly  unhnown  to  the  writer  of  Lev.  17 — 26,  and  that  any 
mention  of  them,  on  his  pages,  can  only  be  regarded  as  "  in  a 
later  addition.''^  Putting  the  three  pronouncements  together, 
we  are  asked  to  believe  that  the  sin  and  trespass  offerings, 
which  were  ordained  in  the  seventh  century^  have  their  r^r^w/  date 
proved  by  the  fact  that  it  is  impossible  to  find  them  in  a  Code, 
whose  earliest  date  is  the  beginning  of  the  sixth  century  !  Could 
anything  show  more  clearly  the  tissue  of  contradictory,  yet  in- 
fallible, Imaginations,  of  which  Wellhausen's  pages  are  made  up? 

(5)  Before  leaving  this  "small  body,"  we  note  that  he 
describes  it,  as  ^^  taken  into  that  document  (the  Priestly 
Code)."  But  what  proof  has  he  of  this  "  taking  into  "  ?  He 
offers  "  not  the  faintest  trace  "  of  proaf .  Both  on  p.  35,  and 
on  p.  75,  he  treats  this  "  taking  into  "  as  an  indubitable  fact, 
and  he  uses  it,  throughout  his  volume,  whenever  it  seems  to 
suit,  as  a  sufficient  basis  for  important  conclusions;  but  he 
cannot  present  an  atom  of  proof,  in  support  of  it.    And  we 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


81N  AND  TBE8PA88  OFFERING 8.  441 

have  just  seen,  besides,  how  "polemical"  it  is  against  another 
of  his  own  Imaginations. 

(6)  Hoarding  "  the  sin  and  trespass  offerings  of  the  Penta- 
teuch," he  says  "they  are  simply  mulcts  payable  to  thepriestSy 
partly  of  fixed  commutation  value."  There  are  two  glaring 
contradictions  of  Scripture  here.  First,  his  description  of  what 
the  sin-offering  "  simply  "  consists  of,  is  utterly  un-warranted. 
The  animal  sin-offering  is  described,  in  great  detail,  from 
Lev.  4. 1  to  Lev.  6. 10,  and  the  reference  to  a  "  mulct  to  the 
priest"  is  never  once  introduced  I  There  is  (1)  the  laying  of 
the  sacrificer's  hand,  on  the  head  of  the  sin-offering ;  (2)  the 
killing  of  the  sin-offering,  before  the  Lord  ;  (3)  the  sprinkling 
of  the  blood,  either  in  the  sanctuary,  or  on,  and  around,  the 
altar  ;  (4)  the  taking  of  the  most  sacred  portions,  the  fat,  the 
kidneys,  and  the  caul  above  the  liver,  and  burning  them  on 
the  altar  of  burnt-offering  :  these  are  the  essential  acts,  that 
make  up  the  sin-offering.  The  circumstance,  that  the  rest  of 
the  flesh  goes  to  the  priest,  and  to  his  family,  is  so  subordinate, 
that  it  is  not  once  referred  to :  it  comes  in  afterwards,  as  a 
supplementary  regulation,  in  Lev.  6.  24-30  :  nay,  the  last  of 
these  verses  (6.  30)  prescribes  that  two  out  of  the  four  sin- 
offerings,  described  in  Lev,  4,  shall  not  go  to  the  priest  at  all, 
but  shall,  in  accordance  with  Lev,  4,  be  burnt  outside  the 
camp  I  In  view  of  such  facts,  is  it  not  ludicrous  to  describe 
'*  the  sin-offering  of  the  Pentateuch,"  as  a  mere  "  mulct "  to 
the  priest  ? 

(7)  The  other  contradiction  is  when  he  describes  the 
trespass-offering  as  "simply  a  mulct  to  the  priest,  partly  of 
fixed  commutation  value,"  (a)  Here,  also,  the  giving  of  flesh 
to  the  priest  is  no  part  of  the  sacrifice  proper,  as  described  in 
Lev.  5.  14 — 6.  7,  but  is  given,  as  a  supplement  to  a  further 
description  of  the  sacrifice,  in  Lev.  7. 6,  7.  {b)  But,  besides 
that,  in  a  variety  of  instances  (Lev.  6.  2,  3),  where  a  trespass- 
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o.Tering  has  been  rendered  necessary,  it  is  not  "  to  the  priest " 

that  the    "compensation"  is  payable,  it  is  expressly  made 

J  payable  to  the  person  wronged:  "  he  shall  even  restore  it  in  full, 

I  and  shall  add  the  fifth  part  more  thereto  :  unto  him  to  whom 

it  appertaineth  shall  he  give  it,  in  the  day  of  his  being  found 

j  guilty"  (Lev.  6.  6).    A  similar  enactment  is  repeated,  in 

^  Num.  5.  6-8  :  restitution  is  to  be  made  "  unto  him  in  respect  of 

whom  he  hath  been  guilty  ":  only  in  cases,  where  "  no  kinsman  " 

<  is  available,  shall  the  restitution  be  "  the  priest's."    The  only 

case,  in  which  restitution  is  directly  to  the  priest,  is  when  the 

sacred  dues  have  been  tampered  with  (Lev.  5.  15, 16).    In 

view  of  these,  not  recondite,  facts,  what  can  be  thought  of  an 

author,  who  assures  us,  in  the  most  confident  terms,  that  the 

whole  account  of  **  the  trespass-offering  of  the  Pentateuch  **  is 

that  it  is  "  simply  a  mulct  to  the  priest "  ?    Can  any  one  feel 

safe,  in  following  such  a  guide  ? 

(8)  He  says  of  the  flesh  of  the  animal  sin-offering  that  ^'  no 
portion  reaches  the  altar,  it  all  goes  as  a  fine  to  the  priest."  We 
have  just  shown  that  the  most  sacred  "  portions,"  viz.  the  fat, 
the  kidneys,  and  the  caul  above  the  liver,  inexorably  "  reach  the 
altar":  and  we  have  shown  that,  in  two  out  of  the  four  sin- 
offerings,  in  Lev.  4, "  the  priest,"  instead  of  getting  "  all,"  does 
not  get  the  slightest  portion,  of  the  rest  of  the  flesh.  Again, 
where  is  our  author's  accuracy  ? 

He  might  take  a  lesson  in  language  from  Ezekiel.  The 
great  privilege  of  the  sons  of  Zadok  is  to  be  this,  "  they  shall 
stand  before  Me  to  offer  unto  Me  the  pat  and  the  blood, 
saith  the  Lord  God"  (Ezek.  44.  15).  God  ennobles  these  por- 
tions by  calling  them  His  "  bread,"  "  when  ye  offer  My  bread, 
the  fat  and  the  blood  "  (Ezek.  44.  7).  Can  we  fancy  Ezekiel 
declaring  that  a  "  mulct  to  the  priest "  is  the  whole  account  of 
a  sin-offering,  and  insinuating  that  "  no  portion  "  of  its  flesh 
'*  leaches  the  altar"  ? 
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(9)  On  p.  62,  he  tells  us  that  sacrifice  took  its  rise  from  the 
analogy  of  human  eating^  "  as  to  man  so  also  to  God  that  which 
is  eatable  is  by  preference  offered."  In  the  paragraphs  before 
us,  this  process,  after  ages  of  evolution,  ends  in  a  "  peculiarly 
developed  sprinkling  of  the  blood,"  becoming  God's  supreme 
enjoyment,  in  sacrifice:  the  evolution  "advances  and  reaches  its 
acme  in  this  last  sacrificial  act."  But  the  Priestist  (p.  54)  has 
made  the  eating  of  blood,  by  mariy  to  have  been  forbidden,  since 
the  days  of  Noah ;  and  he  re-iterates  the  prohibition,  on  pain 
of  death,  throughout  his  Code.  We  are  aaked  to  believe,  there- 
fore, that  sacrificial  evolution  started  in  God's  receiving,  by 
analogy,  a  portion  of  human  '*  eatables,"  and  that  it  **  reached  its 
acme  "  in  God's  receiving  a  specially  luscious  meal  of  what  had 
been  absolutely  forbidden,  as  an  "  eatable,"  to  man,  since  the 
days  of  Noah  I  No  wonder  that  "  Europe "  is  "  profoundly 
impressed,"  when  such  incoherence  is  palmed  off,  as  evolution. 

(10)  In  the  above  paragraphs,  he  makes  "  the  slaughtering, 
and  the  sprinkling  of  the  blood  on  the  altar,"  essential  parts  of 
the  "  simple  offering," /^^'w  the  first.  "  The  blood,"  therefore, 
was  no  new  meal  for  Jehovah  ;  He  had  it  all  along.  But  we 
have  just  seen  that  he  points  to  "  the  sprinkling  of  the  blood  " 
as  the  post-Exilic  " acme^^  so  that  his  " acme "  is,  practically, 
identical  with  his  germ  !  No  wonder  he  says  ^^ peculiarly  de- 
veloped."    The  "  peculiarity  "  is  indescribable. 

(11)  On  p.  80,  he  says,  "in  the  Priestly  Code  the  peculiar 
mystery  of  all  animal  sacrifices  is  atonement  by  blood*^  Per- 
haps so,  but  he  has  not  got  the  information  from  the  Code. 
Lev.  3  gives  a  catalogue  of  three  forms  of  "  animal  sacrifice," 
and  "  atonement  by  blood  "  is  not  specified,  as  an  effect  of  any 
of  them.  There  are  three  similar  forms,  in  Lev.  1,  and  "atone- 
ment "  is  specified,  in  connection  with  only  one. 

(12)  In  the  above  paragraphs,  he  describes  the  third  of 
"  three  acts,"  of  which  the  "  simple  offering  "  used  to  consist, 
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as  follows,  "(3)  the  real  or  seeming  gift  of  the  sacrificial 
portions  to  the  Deitj,  and  the  meal  of  the  human  gaests  ^*:  and 
he  then  adds,  *'  in  the  case  of  the  sin  and  trespass  offering  the 
third  act  is  dropped  entirely."  We  have  already  shown  that 
there  is  here  a  glaring  contradiction  of  Scripture  :  the  well* 
known  "  sacrificial  portions  to  the  Deity "  are  "  the  fat  that 
covereth  the  inwards,  and  all  the  fat  that  is  upon  the  inwards, 
and  the  two  kidneys,  and  the  fat  that  is  upon  them,  which 
is  by  the  loins,  and  the  caul  upon  the  liver";  and  these 
"portions"  are  as  inflexibly  required  to  be  given  "to  the 
Deity,"  in  the  case  of  sin-offerings  (Lev.  4),  and  in  the  case 
of  trespass-offerings  (Lev,  7.  8-5),  as  in  the  case  of  peace-offer- 
ings (Lev.  3)  I  What  can  be  thought  of  an  author,  who  telk 
the  unwary  reader  that  the  "gift"  of  these  "portions"  is 
"  dropped  entirely  "  ? 

.  But  we  shall  show  that  he  contradicts  Wellhausen,  as  flatly 
as  he  contradicts  Scripture.  On  p.  78,  we  actually  have  "  sin- 
offerings,  and  trespass-offerings,"  described  as  sacrifices,  "  of 
which  God  received  eveeything  "  I  "  Those  sacrifices  were 
preferred  of  which  Ood  received  everything  and  man  nothing 
— ^burnt-offerings,  sin-offerings^  and  trespass-offerings  "  (p.  78). 
On  p.  74,  sin-offerings  are  those,  in  which  portions  for  the 
Deity  are  "  dropped  entirely  ":  on  p.  78,  these  same  sin-offer- 
ings are  those,  in  which  the  Deity  "  received  everything,^''  Can 
a  grosser  contradiction  be  conceived  ? 

We  think  we  have  sufficiently  illustrated  the  difficulty  of  re- 
conciling the  paragraphs,  which  we  are  criticising,  either  with 
Scripture,  or  with  Wellhausen.  Our  author  really  hardly  re- 
sembles a  responsible  investigator  at  all :  he  is  more  like  a 
child,  sporting  among  valuables,  and  "  chucking  "  them  about 
at  its  pleasure. 

II.  We  think  what  has  already  been  urged  amounts  to  a 
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most  ample  discrediting  of  Wellhausen*8  "  discovery,"  regarding 
the  sin-offering.  He  presents  an  evolntion  of  it,  which  is  at 
once  invisible,  and  incomprehensible.  But  we  said  that,  after 
congr^ating  the  contradictions  of  the  paragraphs,  into  a  com- 
mon assembly,  we  would  glance  at  some  aspects  of  the  "  thesis,'' 
which  they  are  intended  to  support. 

From  the  opening  of  the  paragraphs  (say  the  first  three  sen- 
tences, and  specially  comparing  the  second  sentence  with  the 
third)y  we  are  led  to  suppose  that  the  Priestly  Code  has  not 
only  enacted  sin-offerings,  as  a,  practically,  new  branch  of 
sacrifice,  but  that  it  invests  them,  throughout  its  length  and 
breadth,  with  "an  enormo^us  importance.^'  The  old  "volun- 
tary," and  "joyful,"  offerings  have  had  to  disappear:  the 
burnt-offering  has  not  been  quite  so  effaced,  for  it  "  still  con- 
tinues *':  but  the  impression,  left  upon  the  reader,  is  that  a  new 
*'  kind  of  sacrifice  "  holds  everywhere  the  foremost,  and  pre- 
dominant, place,  and  that  the  sin-offering  is  the  great,  and 
significant,  characteristic  of  the  Priestly  Code.  Such  is  the  scope 
of  the  three  sentences,  to  which  we  refer :  it  will  not  be  dificult 
to  show  that  the  "  enormous  importance,"  which  is  thus  con- 
jured up,  is,  to  a  great  extent,  a  mere  Imagination  of  Well- 
hausen's.  We  shall  endeavour  to  give  abundant  proof  of  this 
charge. 

(1)  The  opening  chapters  of  Leviticus  (1.  1 — 6.  7)  prescribe, 
in  detail,  and  in  succession,  the  rituals  for  Israelitish  sacrifices, 
imder  five  classes,  the  ^olahy  the  minchahj  the  zelh^h-shelamim^ 
the  chattafh^  and  the  asham.  But  there  is  not  the  slightest 
statement  as  to  which  of  the  five  excels  the  others  in  "  import- 
ance," nor  as  to  which  of  the  five  is  to  be  most  frequently 
offered.  By  what  authority y  therefore,  can  it  be  pretended  that 
the  Code  assigns  to  the  fourth,  and  to  the  fifth,  classes  "  an 
enormous  importance  "  ? 

According  to  Wellhausen,  the  fourth,  and  the  fifth,  occur  in 
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"  secondary  "  additions  to  the  Code,  while  the  first  three  occur 
in  "primary"  parts,  which  constitate  "the  kemd,"  of  the 
Code.  We  regard  this  distinction  as  purely  imaginary,  and  aa 
having  no  warrant :  but,  if  it  were  warrantedy  the  consequence 
would,  surely,  be  that,  on  Wellhausen's  own  premisses,  the  first 
three  classes  occupy  a  more  fundamental,  and  more  recognised, 
position  than  the  fourth,  and  the  fifth ! 

A  surer  index  of  relative  "  importance  "  is  perhaps  derivable 
from  the  following  consideration.  The  first  three  classes  seem 
left  open  to  the  free  choice  of  the  people,  whenever  a  free-will 
offering,  or  the  making  of  a  vow,  may  be  suggested  to  them,  by 
the  varying  experiences  of  life  :  there  is  no  specification  of  cir- 
cumstances, nor  of  situations,  to  which  the  offerings  must  be 
confined :  they  are  prescribed  with  the  utmost  generality  and 
freedom.  The  fourth,  and  the  fifth,  classes,  on  the  other  hand, 
are  rigorously  confined  to  occasions,  where  the  offerers  have  been 
guilty  of  sinning  by  sheghaghah.  The  import  of  this  expression 
is  sinning  by  inadvertence,  or  ignorance,  or  miscalculation.  It 
is  the  same  word  as  is  used  (and  this  is  the  other  principal  use 
of  it  in  the  Hebrew  Bible)  in  connection  with  the  homicide, 
for  whom  the  city  of  refuge  is  provided :  the  protected  man- 
slayer  is  he  only  who  has  killed  his  neighbour  in  sheghaghahy  i.e, 
who  has  killed  him  without  settled  purpose,  without  iU-will,  with- 
out deliberate  effort.  He,  who  kills  his  neighbour  in  shegha- 
ghah,  has  the  city  of  refuge  to  flee  to  :  he,  who  hurts  Jehovah's 
holy  things,  or  his  neighbour's  property,  in  shsghaghahy  has  the 
sacrifices  of  Lev.  4,  6  to  have  recourse  to :  to  these  occasions 
the  chatiath  and  asham  offerings  are  confined.  We  venture  to 
urge  that  this  marked  limitation  of  the  fourth,  and  of  the  fifth, 
classes  of  offerings,  if  it  points  to  anything  at  all,  points  to  their 
occupying  a  much  more  subordinate,  and  less  general,  position, 
than  the  first  three  classes  occupy.  Thus,  a  full,  and  unbiassed, 
consideration  of  the  opening  chapters  of  Leviticus,  which  con- 
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sbitube  the  main  basis  of  the  Code,  is  quite  '^  polemical  *'  against 
Wellhaoaen's  pretence  that  the  sin  and  trespass  offerings  are 
the  alpha  and  omega' of  its  legislation. 

(2)  The  same  conclusion  will  be  reached,  by  attending  to  a 
most  comprehensive,  and  significant,  passage,  which  immediately 
follows  the  chapters,  to  which  we  have  just  referred.  We  refer 
to  Lev.  6.  8-18.  The  legislator  here  gives  an  outline  of  the 
most  frequent  uses  to  which,  from  day  to  day,  and  from  year 
to  year,  the  fire  on  the  altar  is  to  be  devoted.  And,  in  this 
outline,  the  sin  and  trespass  offerings  are  never  once  referred 
to  I  The  fire  is  to  be  kept  continually  burning,  "  it  shall  never 
go  out  '^  but  the  main  uses,  to  which  it  is  put,  are  the  burning 
of  an  ^olah  twice  every  day,  and  the  burning  of  the  fat  of  the 
people's  shelaminiy  whensoever  they  offer  them,  throughout  the 
year.  Is  this  in  consonance  with  the  overflowing  profusion  of 
chattaofh^  in  the  Code,  which  our  author  asserts  ?  And  is  it  not 
an  utter  annihilatioD  of  his  dream  that  the  **  voluntary  "  peace- 
offerings  {$hslamim)  have  been  frowned  out  of  existence  by  the 
Priestly  Code  ?  We  are  not  urging  that  the  sin-offering  did 
not  exist :  we  are  only  pointing  out  that  it  did  not  (any  more 
than  the  minchah)  occupy  such  a  commanding  position,  as  to 
be  necessarily  named,  in  a  condensed  outline  of  the  main  uses 
of  the  altar. 

We  cannot  pass  from  this,  without  adding  how  it  illustrates 
the  absurdity  of  our  author's  Argument  from  Silence.  It  will 
be  observed  that  he  uses  the  words  "only  in  the  secondary 
passages  Lev.  4—7,  14  ;  Num.  5.  7,  8,  6.  1,  18.  9."  The 
chapters,  embraced  in  "  Lev.  4—7,"  (though,  in  a  note,  our 
author,  with  his  usual  infallibility,  assures  us  that  more  un- 
known writers  than  one,  though  "  of  the  same  school "  I  had 
been  at  the  making  of  Chaps.  4,  5)  are  thus  bracketed  together, 
as  a  "  secondary  passage."  The  fact  (if  fact  it  were),  that  it  is 
"  secondary,"  would  strengthen  our  argument ;   for  it  would 
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mean  that  the  sin-offering  has  now  been  definitely  established. 
Here,  then,  is  what  we  find  :  In  a  "  passage,"  where  the  sin- 
offering  is  unmistakeably  known,  and  wliich  indeed  includes 
the  only  rituals,  for  sin  and  trespass  offerings,  to  be  found  in  the 
Bible,  we  find  a  terse  comprehensive  summary  of  the  daily  uses 
of  the  Jewish  altar,  and,  in  this  summary,  while  ^olah  and 
shelamim  are  expressly  specified,  neither  sin-offering,  nor 
trespass-offering,  receives  any  special  mention  I  Shall  we  mount 
the  ^^  Higher  Critic ''  stilts,  and  proclaim  that  this  momentous 
"rubric"  is  proof  that  its  author  ^^ knows  nothing^'  of  the 
sin-offering  ?  We  cannot  well  do  this :  for  the  "  BUgher 
Critic  "  presents  the  four  chapters  (4 — 7)  as  sharing  together 
a  common  "  lateness  ";  and  every  chapter  ot  the  four  is  redolent 
either  of  chattath^  or  of  asJiam  !  We  commend  these  facts  to 
the  Bible  student,  as  an  excellent  illustration  of  the  vanity  of 
the  Argument  from  Silence. 

(3)  That  we  are  not  unduly  straining  these  facts,  may  be 
inferred  from  the  circumstance,  that  similar  facts,  leading  to  a 
precisely  like  conclusion,  meet  us  elsewhere  in  the  Priestly  Code. 
Num.  29.  39  is  notable,  in  this  connection  :  "  These  shall  ye 
offer  unto  the  Lord  in  your  solemn  assemblies,  in  addition  to 
your  (ordinary)  vows  and  your  freewill-offerings,  for  joxxr^oloth, 
and  for  your  minchathoffi,  and  for  your  nesakhim  (drink-offer- 
ings), and  for  your  shelamimy  There,  the  ordinary  sacrifices  of 
Israel,  throughout  the  year,  are  summarised  under  four  heads, 
and  the  chattaih  is  not  one  of  the  four  I  Shall  we  say  that  the 
writer  "  knows  nothing  "  of  the  chattath  f  This  would  be  too 
absurd :  for  the  two  preceding  chapters  give  an  account  of  the 
fiery  offerings  at  all  the  monthly,  and  at  all  the  annual,  feasts 
of  Israel,  and  the  chattath  figures  in  every  one  !  Just  as  the 
chattath  is  made  emphatic,  in  Lev.  4,  5,  though  it  is  not  in- 
cluded in  the  rubric  Lev.  6.  8-18. 

We  have  the  same,  in  Lev.  33.  37,  88.    Here,  we  have  two 
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catalogues,  and  the  chattaih  is  not  named,  in  either.  Verse  87 
sams  up  the  sacrifices,  at  the  annual  feasts,  as  ^olahy  and  minchahy 
and  zebhachy  and  nesdkhirru  Shall  we  say  that  the  writer 
"  knows  nothing  "  of  the  chattath  ?  Nay  ;  for  he  has  expressly 
named  it,  in  the  course  of  the  chapter,  and  we  have  seen,  from 
Num.  28,  29,  that  it  is  a  recognised  due,  at  all  the  feasts. 

(4)  The  facts  we  have  just  presented  are  a  further  effectual 
overthrow  of  the  fanciful  view,  which  our  author  lays  down  as 
proved,  regarding  what  he  whimsically  styles  the  "  older  corpus," 
or  the  **  small  body,"  of  legislation,  in  Lev.  17—26.  It  wiU  be 
observed  that  he  points  to  Lev.  17.  8  (which  mentions  ^olah 
and  zebhach),  and  to  Lev.  22.  18-21  (which  mentions  ^olah  and 
8helumim\  as  proving  that  chattath  was  unknown  to  the  writer. 
This  proof  is  at  once  shattered  by  the  three  counter-proofs  we 
have  just  given,  from  passages  where  the  chattath  was  demon- 
strably known  to  the  writer,  though  he  has  not  specialised  it,  in 
his  summaries.  Our  author  would  not  be  a  whit  more  absurd, 
though  he  carried  his  "higher"  criticism,  a  few  verses  "higher" 
up,  till  he  reached  Lev.  17.  5,  and  should  hold  verse  5  as 
"  polemical "  against  verse  8,  as  proving  that  ^olah  is  an  inter- 
polation in  verse  8,  and  that  we  have  here  a  fragment,  whose 
only  "  known  "  sacrifices  are  shelamim  I  He  might  also  con- 
sider 19.  5,  and  22.  29. 

(5)  The  induction  of  Priestly  sacrifices,  which  we  have  just 
carried  through,  is  strikingly  confirmed  by  the  sacrificial  re- 
enforcements,  with  added  accompaniments,  in  Num.  15.  The 
analogy  between  this  chapter  and  the  five  opening  chapters  of 
Leviticus  is  very  marked.  In  verses  1-16,  in  accordance  with 
established  Hebrew  usage,  all  the  sacrifices,  throughout  the 
year,  which  the  people  may  be  led  to  present,  either  volun- 
tarilyj  or  in  fulfilment  of  vows,  are  generalised,  under  the  heads 
^olah  and  zebhach ;  and  some  regulations,  specially  as  to  accom- 
panying meal-offerings  and  drink-offerings,  additional  to  those 
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of  LeviticnSy  are  now  laid  down  :  then,  in  verses  22-299  j^^  ^ 
in  Leviticnsj  follow  references  to  transgressions,  committed  in 
$hsghaghahj  by  the  congr^ation,  or  by  individnals,  and  it  is 
here  only  that  the  ehattath  is  introduced :  then,  in  yerses  BO,  31, 
an  express  statute  is  added  that  blasphemous  transgressions, 
other  than  those  of  $hsghaghahy  are  punishable  by  death.  We 
have  thus  the  same  relative  subordination  of  the  ehattath^  in 
this  shorter  suj^ement,  as  in  the  more  detailed,  and  f unda- 
mental,  legislation  of  Lev.  1—4.  And  the  whole  induction 
shows  that  the  generalisation  of  Israelitish  sacrifices,  under 
^'olah  and  shdaminty  is  not  the  slightest  proof  that  ehattath  is 
unknown  to  the  writer,  but  is,  on  the  contrary,  a  very  signifi- 
cant,  though  indirect,  refutation  of  the  position,  which  Well- 
hausen  assigns  to  ehattath^  in  the  Priestly  Code. 

(6)  The  only  other  argument,  from  the  Code,  which  we  shall 
present,  in  discount  of  the  ^^  enormous  importances''^  which 
Wellhausen  erroneously  assigns  therein  to  the  ehattath^  is  drawn 
from  the  statistics  of  the  different  kinds  of  sacrifice,  which  the 
Code  supplies  us  with.  We  are  never  told,  in  Scripture,  to 
estimate  the  value  of  varying  sacrifices  by  the  mere  heads  of 
cattle,  that  are  offered  :  but  our  author  believes  in  this  test : 
we  saw  how  he  tried  (though  he  tried  in  vain)  to  prove  the 
pre-eminence  of  zehhachim  over  ^oloth^  by  showing  that  the 
former  were  " always  in  the  majority," — his  "majority"  was 
never  forthcoming:  we  shall  have  no  difficulty,  howiever,  in 
accepting  the  argument  out  of  his  own  mouth,  and  in  using  it 
to  annihilate  his  (already  annihilated)  discovery,  regarding  the 
sin-offering.  Be  it  observed  that  it  is  his  doctrine,  in  the 
special  paragraph  we  have  quoted,  with  which  alone  we  are 
dealing  :  if  (as  often  happens)  he  has  sounder  doctrine,  on 
other  pages,  we  have  meantime  nothing  to  do  with  that.  We 
are  dealing  with  his  statement  that  the  "  voluntary  "  <^erings 
(to  whidi  cat^ory  ^'olah  and  shelamim  belong)  have  been 
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thrown  into  the  shade  by  the  **  compulsory "  offerings  (to 
which  category  chaUath  and  Mham  belong):  and  onr  inquiry 
is,  Is  the  chattath  the  predominant  sacrifice  (so  far  as  numbers 
indicate  predominance),  throughout  the  Priestly  Code  ? 

We  have  to  look  for  answer  to  Leviticus,  and  to  Numbers, 
but  specially  to  the  latter  Book,  as  it  is  in  it  alone  that  we 
have  the  detailed  enumerations  of  the  numbers  of  victims,  at 
the  daily,  weekly,  monthly,  and  annual  sacrifices  of  Israel.  We 
may  just  say  that,  so  far  as  Leviticus  gives  numbers,  they 
do  not  support  our  author.  At  the  consecration  of  Aaron 
(Lev.  8),  three  animals  are  sacrificed,  but  none  of  them  is  chat- 
tath. At  the  ceremonial  of  inauguration  (Lev.  9),  seven 
animals  are  sacrificed,  three  for  ^ohihy  two  for  sJielamim,  and 
two  for  cJiattath.  The  impurity  offering  (Lev.  12)  is  one  lamb 
for  ^olah,  and  one  pigeon  for  chattath.  The  chief  sacrifice  of 
the  cleansed  leper  (Lev.  14)  is  one  animal  for  ashanu,  one  for 
^olah^  and  one  for  chattath.  On  the  Day  of  Atonement  (Lev.  16), 
when  expiation  is  in  the  ascendant,  there  are  three  animals 
for  chattath^  and  two  for  ^olah.  At  the  set  feasts  (Lev.  33) 
there  are,  at  firstfruits,  one  animal  for  ^olak,  and,  at  Pentecost, 
nine  animals  for  ^olahj  two  for  sheiamintj  and  one  for  chattath. 
These  are  all  the  statistics  in  Leviticus.  Will  any  one  say 
that  they  afford  the  remotest  countenance  to  our  author's 
"thesis"? 

We  said,  however,  that  the  statistics  are  more  elaborate,  and 
striking,  in  Numbers.  The  Nazirites'  offering  (Num.  6),  and 
the  wave-offering  of  the  Levites  (Num.  8),  show  indeed  no  pre- 
dominance, the  former  being  one  animal  for  ^olahy  one  for 
chattathy  and  one  for  shdamim;  the  latter  being  one  for  chat- 
tathy  and  one  for  ^olah.  But  there  are  two  sacrificial  catalogues, 
in  Numbers,  which  are  unspeakably  "  polemical  '*  against  the 
"thesis."  The  one  occupies  a  long  chapter  of  eighty-nine 
verses,  Num.  7,  and  gives  details  of  the  sacrifices,  which  "  the 
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princes  of  Israel,  the  heads  of  their  father's  houses,**  offered  for 
^'a  dedication  gift  of  the  altar  in  the  day  when  it  was 
anointed  *' :  and  how  do  the  different  kinds  of  sacrifice  stand  ? 
The  grand  total  is  two  hundred  and  four  animals  for  shelamim, 
thirty-six  animals  for  ^olah,  and  twelve  animals  for  chat- 
tath!  The  other  catalogue  is  in  Num.  28,  29,  where  the 
various  stated  offerings  made  by  fire  unto  the  Lord  are  given. 
In  view  of  our  author's  pretence  that  the  chattath  has  risen  to 
a  prominence,  that  is  quite  *'  enormomy'  in  the  Priestly  Code, 
let  the  following  facts  be  calmly  weighed  : — 

{a)  Every  day  throughout  the  year,  two  animals  have  to  be 
sacrificed  on  the  altar  (apart  from  all  special  sacrifices),  but 
they  are  both  as  ^olah :  the  chattath  has  no  share  in  the  con- 
tinual daily  tribute,  which  the  united  people  symbolically,  offer 
to  Jehovah  (Num.  28.  3-8). 

{b)  Every  Sabbath  day  throughout  the  year,  in  addition  to 
the  above-mentioned  ^olah^  two  other  animals  are  sacrificed,  but 
both  are  again  ^olah :  the  Sabbath,  which  is  the  chosen  sign  of 
the  people's  sanctification  for  Jehovah,  is  un-distinguished  by 
any  stated  connection  with  chattath  (Num.  28.  9,  10). 

(c)  At  every  new  moon  throughout  the  year,  in  addition  to 
the  daily  sacrifices,  ten  animals  were  sacrificed  as  ^olahy  but 
only  one  as  chattath  (Num.  28.  11-15). 

(rf)  At  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread,  on  its  first  day,  ten 
animals  were  offered  as  ^olahy  and  one  as  chattath:  these 
numbers  were  to  be  repeated,  on  each  of  the  six  following  days 
of  the  feast ;  this  feast,  therefore,  supplied  seventy  animals  for 
^olahy  and  seven  for  chattath  (Num.  28.  16-25). 

(e)  At  the  feast  of  weeks,  there  were  to  be  ten  animals  for 
'olah,  and  one  for  chattath  (Num.  28.  26-81). 

(/)  At  the  seventh  new  moon,  or  feast  of  trumpets  (in 
addition  to  the  daily,  and  monthly,  sacrifices),  there  were  to  be 
nine  animals  for  ^olahy  and  one  for  chattath  (Num.  29.  1-6). 
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(g)  On  the  tenth  of  the  seventh  month,  or  Day  of  Atonement 
(in  addition  to  the  dailj,  and  the  special  atonement,  sacriiices), 
there  were  nine  animals  for  ^olahj  and  one  for  chattath  (Num. 
29.  7-11). 

(h)  At  the  feast  of  tabernacles  (in  addition  to  the  daily 
sacrifices),  there  were  to  be  twenty-nine  animals  for  ^olah,  and 
one  for  chattathy  on  the  first  day  :  on  each  of  the  following  six 
days,  there  was  to  be  a  graduated  fall  in  the  number  of 
animals  :  the  result,  for  the  whole  seven  days,  was  one  hundred 
and  eighty-two  animals  for  ^olahy  and  seven  for  chattath 
(Num.  29.  12-84), 

{%)  On  the  eighth  day  of  holy  convocation,  which  closed  the 
feast  of  tabernacles,  there  were  to  be  nine  animals  for  ^olah^  and 
one  for  chattath  (Num.  29.  85-S8). 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing,  there  were  a  minchahy  and 
nesakhiniy  daily  ;  there  was  also  a  special  minckahj  with  every 
animal  of  the  bumt-ofifeiings  :  and  the  catalogue  is  exclumve  of 
the  uncounted  sacrifices,  which  the  "  vows,"  or  the  "  freewill," 
of  the  people  (Num.  29.  89)  might  lead  them  to  present  for 
^olahy  or  for  minchah,  or  for  nesalchiniy  or  for  shelaminu,  through- 
out the  year,  or  in  the  set  feasts*  We  have  confined  ourselves 
to  the  statistics  of  the  victims,  because  our  author  regards,  as  a 
test  of  eminence,  which  sacrifices  are  "in  the  majority" 
(p.  70).  If  he  were  to  pronounce  the  chapters  in  Numbers  part 
of  a  "  secondary "  amalgam,  this  would  only  prove  that  they 
present  the  final  relative  position,  which  the  chattath  (after  all 
concoctions)  was  made  to  assume  I  And,  in  Num.  7,  when  we 
can  compare  shelamiMy  and  ^olahy  and  cluiltath,  the  chattath  is 
quite  dwarfed  by  the  shelamim ;  while,  in  Num.  28,  29,  which 
give  materials  for  comparing  ^olah  and  chattath  only,  the 
cfiattath  is  as  eflFectually  dwarfed  by  the  ^olah.  So  much  for  the 
absolutely  "enormous"  prominence,  into  which  the  Priestly 
Code  elevates  the  chattath. 
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III.  We  need  not  now  dwell,  at  any  length,  on  Wellhaasen's 
tenet  that  the  Priestly  Code  frowns  an  ^^  sacrificial  meals.**  He 
presents  this  tenet  as  self-evident,  thronghont  the  para- 
graphs we  are  critknsing,  but  what  we  have  already  advanced 
seems  enoc^h  to  stamp  it  as  a  pore  Imagination.  The 
Code  prescribes  shelamint,  with  the  same  prominence,  and 
minuteness,  as  it  prescribes  ^olah^  or  minchah^  or  chatiaih ;  and  it 
prescribes  that,  in  all  classes  of  shelamimy  a  sacrificial  meal,  by 
the  offerers,  shall  follow.  How  preposterous,  therefore,  to  tell  a 
credulous  public  (in  the  hope  that  they  will  not  turn  up  their 
j  Bibles  ?)  that  the  Code  inaugurates  an  Era,  from  which  the 
!  joyousness  of  the  sacrificial  meal  has  disappeared  I  We  have 
•  seen  the  shelamim  (which  entail  meals),  included  in  sacrificial 
generalisations,  from  which  the  chatiaih  is  excluded.  And,  in 
the  longest  sacrificial  chronicle  in  the  Code,  Num.  7,  we  have 
found  the  shelamim  out-numbering  the  chaitaihy  in  the  pro- 
portion of  seventeen  to  one. 

We  might  add  (if  it  were  not  slaying  the  thrice  slain)  that 
the  Code  is  not  in  the  way  of  representing  the  ch(itta^9A  being 
offered  alone :  its  habitual  representation  is  that  other  kinds  of 
sacrifice  go  along  with  it :  and,  among  these,  the  shelamim, 
(which  entail  meals)  occupy  an  honoured  place.  Nay,  we  might 
add  that  the  chattath  itself  provides  sacrificial  meals,  in  two 
aspects  of  them.  (1)  Our  author  describes  the  burnt-offering 
as  '^  a  meal,  if  only  a  one-sided  one,  of  which  Ood  alone  par- 
takes." In  that  sense,  every  chattath  was  "a  meal '* :  for  the 
sacred  sacrificial  portions,  the  fat,  &c.,  and  the  blood,  which 
Jehovah  hallows,  by  styling  them  "  My  bread,"  had  invariably 
to  be  presented  to  God,  and  burnt  on  the  altar.  (2)  In  the 
case  also  of  every  chattath^  offered  by  a  ruler,  or  by  any  of  the 
people,  the  rest  of  the  flesh  (after  God's  "bread"  bad  been 
t^ken  away  from  it)  went  as  a  meal  to  the  priests,  and  to  their 
families.    A  glance  at  Lev.  22.  1-16  will  show  how  numerous 
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were  the  "  human  guests,**  for  every  such  meal.  The  difference 
between  shelamim  and  chattathy  therefore,  is  that^  while  the 
former  furnished  three  meals,  tJie  latter  furnished  only  two« 
In  both,  the  divine  meal  comes  first,  being  evidently  the 
essential,  and  fundamental,  act  of  the  sacrifice  :  in  both,  more- 
over, the  divine  meal  is  identical,  consisting  of  those  hallowed 
portions,  which  are  called  emphatically  '*  the  bread  of  Ood^ 
The  rest  of  the  victim  is  distributed,  in  ehelamimy  between 
priest  and  worshipper,  and,  in  chattath^  goes  wholly  to  the 
priest.  In  view  of  such  elementary  facts,  what  can  be  thought 
of  an  author,  torturing  language  to  express  the  absolute  ieola^ 
tioHy  which  the  Priestly  Code  observes,  from  sacrificial  meals  ? 

IV.  We  need  also  now  add  but  little  on  our  author's  delusion, 
that  the  sin-offering  first  comes  to  be  known,  in  the  days  of 
Ezekiel.  He  has  not  an  atom  of  positive  proof,  in  support 
thereof.  His  only  appeal  is  the  never-failing  appeal  to  Silence : 
he  says  nobody  mentions  it  before  Ezekiel.  (1)  But  has  he  not 
suggested,  in  another  connection,  that  if  ^'  it  is  seldom  that  an 
occasion  arises  to  describe  the  ritual "  (p.  55),  the  absence  of 
details  of  the  ritual  need  not  surprise  us  ?  He  cannot  point  to 
a  single  instance,  where  '^  occasion  arises  to  describe  *'  the  sin 
or  trespass  offering,  and  where  such  description  is  wanting. 
And,  failing  such  "occasions,"  mere  silence  is  no  argument 
whatever. 

(2)  Specially,  he  must  show  that  sins  of  sheghaghah  (for 
which  alone  the  sin  and  trespass  offerings  are  prescribed)  occur, 
and  are  atoned  for,  without  the  ehattathj  or  the  ashaniy  being 
brought  into  the  ritual.  This  he  cannot,  to  the  least  extent, 
accomplish. 

(8)  We  may  test  his  silence  argument,  in  another  way. 
(a)  He  must  acknowledge  that  the  woman's  impurity  offering 
(Lev.  23),  the  leper's  offering  (Lev.  14),  the  Nazirite's  offering 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


456  SANCTUARY  AND  SACRIFICE, 

(Num.  6),  are  imbedded  in  the  Priestly  Code  :  he  is  committed, 
therefore,  to  hold  that,  as  "  sacrificial  ordinances,"  they  were 
^^ Bcrupulomly  followed  by  the  post-Exilian  time"  (p.  82). 
But  can  he  point  to  the  slightest  evidence,  in  any  "post- 
Exilian  "  prophet,  or  historian,  that  the  above-qnoted  "  ordi- 
nances "  were  either  known,  or  "  followed  "  ?  He  cannot  do  so — 
simply  becanse  no  "  occasion  arises  to  describe  "  them.  With 
what  consistency  can  he  dogmatise  that  sin  and  trespass  offer- 
'  ings  are  unknown  in  post-Mosaic  ages,  simply  because  they  are 
un-mentioned  "in  the  historical  and  prophetical  Books" — if 
no  "  occasion  arises  to  describe "  them  ?  (Jb)  He  assigns  the 
Jehovist  to  Rehoboam's  age^  or  thereby  :  can  he  point  to  a 
Bmgle  post'Rehoboam  instance  of  the  man-slayer  fleeing  to  "the 
appointed  place,"  as  the  Jehovist  prescribes  ?  (c)  He  assigns 
the  Deuteronomist  to  Josiah's  age :  can  he  point  to  a  single 
post-Josian  instance  of  the  seventh  year  of  release,  which  the 
Deuteronomist  prescribes  ?  We  might  cover  whole  pages  with 
similar  questions. 

V.  Hitherto  we  have  been  assuming  the  truth  of  Wellhausen's 
statement,  that  the  sin  and  trespass  offerings  are  utterly  un- 
mentioned  "  in  the  historical  and  prophetical  Books,"  and  we 
have  shown  that  that  assumption  need  not  negative  their  an- 
cient appointment.  But  they  are  not  un-mentioned.  (1)  We 
have  a  double  mention  of  them,  both  of  chattath  and  of  ashamy 
in  2  Kings  12.  16  :  and  there  is  a  further  recognition  of  the 
money  interest  in  these  offerings,  which  the  Code  (Lev.  5. 
14-16  ;  Num.6.  5-10)  occasionally  gave  to  the  priest :  "But 
the  money  for  trespass-offering  (asham),  and  the  money  for  sin- 
offerings  {chattaoth\  were  not  brought  into  the  Lord's  house : 
these  went  to  the  priests."  Says  Wellhausen,  "these  are  no 
sacrifices  ":  to  which  it  is  enough  to  reply,  they  are  as  clearly 
sacrifices,  and  dependent  mainly  on  the  texts  we  have  quoted 
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as  language  can  make  them.  (2)  Besides  that  three-fold  cor- 
roboration, there  is  a  similar  one,  in  1  Sam.  6.  1-8  :  the  Philis- 
tines send  hack  a  propitiatory  gift  to  Jehovah,  for  having  de- 
tained His  ark  ;  and  as  this  is,  practically^  an  offering  for  having 
sinned  unwittingly  in  Jehovah's  holy  things,  the  historian,  three 
times  over,  designates  it  an  asham^  an  unmistakeable  accom- 
modation of  the  Levitical  ordinance. 

Now,  what  references  have  we  in  the  post-Exilic  historians  ? 
To  keep  Wellhausen  right,  they  ought  to  be  abundant :  else 
what  is  his  argument  from  silence  worth  ?  But,  at  the  most, 
they  are  barely  equal  to  the  pre-Exilic  references  I  There  are 
a  three-fold  reference  by  Ezra,  and  a  single  reference  by 
Nehemiah.  (1)  Ezra  includes  a  chattath  (or  chattaah)  among 
the  sacrifices  offered  at  the  dedication  of  the  second  Temple, 
and  when  his  own  company  of  exiles  afterwards  came  up 
(Ezra  6.  17,  8.  35)  :  (2)  and,  when  several  of  the  people  have 
been  convicted  of  marrying  strange  wives,  he  says  "and 
they  gave  their  hand  that  they  would  put  away  their  wives  ; 
and  being  guilty  (they  gave)  a  ram  for  their  ashmak^^ 
(Ezra  10.  19).  (3)  Nehemiah  includes  chatfaoth  among  the 
ordinances,  which  the  people  bound  themselves  to  maintain,  by 
contributing  a  third  part  of  a  shekel  each  (Neh.  10.  33).  "  Not 
a  trace  "  of  reference  to  sin  or  trespass  offering  occurs,  in  the 
post-Exilic  "  historical  Books,"  beyond  those  now  mentioned. 
And,  in  one  of  them,  Ezra  (8,  35),  after  specifying  one  hundred 
and  eighty-five  animals  for  ^oloth,  and  only  twelve  for  a  chatfafh^ 
adds  "  all  this  was  a  ^olah  to  Jehovah  ";  showing  how  Hebrew 
usage  may  often  include  the  subordinate  chattath  in  the  more 
comprehensive  ^olah ;  and  showing  also  how  far  ^olah,  in  the 
singular,  is  from  necessarily  meaning  a  single  victim.  If  we 
were  to  affect  Wellhausenianism,  for  an  instant,  we  might  dis' 
credit  another  of  the  above  meagre  list  of  texts,  in  the  following 
way  :  it  will  be  observed  that  he  discredits  Lev.  22. 14,  because 
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it  mentions  the  traqpasB  r99iiiutiony  withont  ^  demanding  *'  the 
trespasB  sacrifice:  on  the  same  princij^  we  might  discredit 
Ezra  10.  19,  becanse  it  mentions  the  trespass  Bocr^ics^  without 
recording  that  it  was  ^  without  hJmmh^  and  that  it  had  been 
strictly  **  accordmg  to  thepriesfs  estimation  I  **  We  do  not  seek 
to  discredit  either  text  in  so  absurd  a  fashion :  we  are  only 
illustrating  what  shadows  our  author  marshals  as  arguments. 
In  neither  passage,  is  there  the  slightest  profession  to  indnde 
all  the  accompaiiiments  of  a  trespass-offering  :  and  both  writers 
can  trust  to  their  readers  readily  supplying  much,  from  a  well- 
known  Code.  We  have  shown  that  the  pre-Exilic,  and  the 
post-Exilic,  "  historical  Books  "  are,  practically,  on  an  equality, 
so  far  as  very  slight  refer«K5es  to  the  sin-offering  are  con- 
cerned :  but  this  equality  is  fatal  to  the  poor  ^Hhesis.** 

VI.  After  the  historians,  what  of  the  Prophets  ?  He  says 
the  silence  is  profound,  ^'  in  the  historical  and  prophetical 
Books."  We  shaU,  therefore,  compare  early  with  post-Exilic, 
in  the  case  of  prophets,  as  we  have  just  done,  in  the  case  of 
historians.  Three  early  prophetic  passages  have  been  r^arded 
by  some  commentators,  as  implying  reference  to  sin  or  tres- 
pass offering. 

(1)  We  think  no  wise  critic  will  point  to  Hos.  4.  8,  as  de- 
monstrating Hosea's  knowledge  of  sin-offerings.  A  good  cause 
should  never  be  made  to  lean  on  doubtful  props.  And  we 
think  it  is  impossible  to  say  dogmatically,  whether  chattath^  in 
that  verse,  should  be  r^arded  as  signifying  "sin,"  or  as 
signifying  "  sin-offering."  At  the  same  time,  the  general  con- 
struction of  ammiy  as  a  genitive  after  chattathy  seems  very  ques- 
tionable :  and  if  it  were  (though  we  hardly  urge  it  is)  per- 
missible to  render,  "  Sin-offering  do  my  people  devour,  and  to 
their  (similar)  perversities  they  lift  their  soul,"  the  meaning 
might  be  that  the  people  presume  to  put  themselves  on  an 
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equality  with  the  priests,  in  eating  the  flesh  of  the  sin-offering  : 
and  it  is  certainly  noticeable  that  the  immediate  consequence  of 
verse  8  is  said  to  be  the  establishment  of  the  principle  '^  like 
people,  like  priests"  Ammi  is  the  subject,  in  verse  6,  and  has 
there  also  a  plural  verb,  and  the  introduction  of  the  priests, 
as  the  subject,  in  verse  8,  is  a  sudden,  and  unlikely,  change. 
Verse  10,  also,  condemns  an  "eating,"  whose  guilt  is  "  leaving  off 
to  take  heed  to  JehovahJ*  We  are  far  from  urging  that  the 
suggested  translation  conveys,  with  any  probability,  the 
prophet's  meaning  :  the  verse  is  obscure,  and  all  its  conjecture 
translations  are  surrounded  with  difficulty.  It  seems,  on  the 
whole,  best  to  take  ammi  as  subject,  and  translate  chattath  as 
"  sin."  But,  of  course,  Wellhansen  is  in  this  exposed  position, 
that,  so  far  as  '^  sin-offering "  is  a  possible  rendering,  his 
"  thesis  "  is  quite  demolished. 

(2)  A  very  similar  criticism  falls  to  be  passed  on  Mic.  6.  7. 
"  Shall  I  give  my  first-bom  for  my  transgression,  the  fruit  of 
my  body  for  the  sin  (or  sin-offering)  of  my  soul  ?  "  It  would 
be  most  unwise  to  hold  that  chattath  must  here  mean  "sin- 
offering."  We  think  the  symmetry  of  the  varse  rather  calls  for 
the  meaning  "sin":  "shall  I  give  the  produce  (child)  of  the 
body  for  the  produce  (sin)  of  the  soul  ?  "  A  sin-offering  is  the 
produce,  not  of  the  soul,  but  of  God's  Law.  At  the  same  time, 
the  whole  drift  of  the  passage  affords  a  strong  inferential  proof 
that  sin-offerings  were  well-known  to  Micah.  He  regards 
"  sin,"  as  the  great  bar  to  an  acceptable  approach  to  God,  but 
he  knows  that  God  has  appointed  symbolical  ceremonies,  where- 
by the  sweeping  away  of  that  bar  is  represented ;  and  he  asks, 
in  his  impassioned  rhetoric,  "Shall  I  even  ont-do  Jehovah's 
call,  and  sacrifice  to  Him  the  dearest  of  my  household,  instead 
of  the  mere  irrational  victims,  to  which  His  Law  restricts  me  ?  " 
The  structure  of  the  passage  points  clearly  to  Micah's  know- 
ledge of  atoning  sacrifices  for  sin. 
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(3)  In  the  case  of  Isaiah,  the  reference  to  sacrificial  ritnal  is 
nn-mistakeable.  ^*  When  Thoa  shalt  make  His  sonl  an  asham 
(a  gnilt  offering),"  or  "  when  His  soul  shall  present  an  asham  " 
(Isa.  53.  10).  Either  translation  implies  a  reference  to  the 
Levitical  Law,  which  all  readers  may  be  trusted  at  once  to 
recognise.  Our  author^s  parallel,  from  the  hanging  of  Saul's 
seven  sons,  may  safely  be  said  to  be  much  weaker  than  any  tra- 
ditionalist's founding  on  Hosea,  or  on  Micah.  ■  Hanging  is  not 
synonymous  with  bleeding  on  the  altar  :  human  sacrifices  are 
rigorously  forbidden  by  the  divine  Law  :  when  the  Gibeonites 
say  "  it  is  not  a  matter  of  silver  or  gold  for  us,"  they  perhaps 
show  a  deeper  knowledge  of  the  Priestly  Code,  than  Wellhausen 
possesses,  for  the  Code  enacts  (Num.  35.  31-33)  that  money 
atonements  shall,  on  no  account,  be  accepted,  to  let  a  murderer 
escape,  nor  to  let  a  homicide  leave  the  city  of  refuge,  till  the 
high-priest's  death.  Our  author  tries  further  to  impair  Isaiah's 
testimony,  by  saying  the  passage  is  "certainly  late":  but  that, 
of  course,  is  a  b^ging  of  a  very  large  question. 

Now,  what  have  we  to  set  against  the  foregoing,  from  the 
post-Exilic  *'  prophetical  Books "  ?  Our  author  should  have 
answered  this  question  for  his  readers,  but  he  never  touches  it : 
we  must,  therefore,  supply  the  information.  There  is  not  the 
slightest  specification^  however  slight^  of  either  chaMaih^  or 
of  asham,  on  the  pages  of  any  post-Exilic  prophet  I  Wellhausen 
knew  that  fact,  as  well  as  we  do,  when  he  was  penning  his 
Prolegomena :  why  does  he  not  make  it  prominent,  on  his 
pc^es  ?  What  is  the  use  of  founding  on  the  silence  of  pre" 
Exilic  prophets,  if  the  sQenoe  remains  absolutely  un-broken  by 
post-Exilic  prophets  ?  To  make  his  argument  worth  a  straw,  he 
should  have  shown  clear  references  to  the  chattath,  in  post-Exilic 
prophets :  he  cannot  show  even  one.  Blot  out,  therefore,  all 
mention,  or  implication,  of  chattath,  or  of  asham,  from  Hosea, 
from   Micah,  and  from   Isaiah,  and   you  have  only  reduced 
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them  to  the  same  platform,  as  their  post-Exilian  successors :  and 
the  "prophetical"  argument  from  silence  vanishes  into  smoke* 

VII.  We  shall  conclude  by  showing  how  the  argument  from 
silence  looks,  when  tested  by  Ezekiel  (the  go-between,  or 
"  transition,"  connecting  early  and  post-Exilic  prophets),  and 
by  his  contemporary  Jeremiah. 

(1)  We  have  already  noted  how  Wellhausen  contradicts  him- 
self by  declaring  chaitaih  and  asham  to  have  arisen,  "  probably 
in  the  seventh  century y  which  seems  to  have  been  very  open  to 
the  mystery  of  atonement  and  blood-shedding."  Apply  this  to 
Jeremiah.  He  prophesied  well  into  the  sixth  century.  But,  in 
the  whole  of  his  fifty-two  chapters,  there  is  not  a  single 
mention  of  either  chattath^  or  of  asham  I  Again,  what  is  the 
argument  from  mere  silence  worth  ? 

(2)  What  is  thus,  noted  of  Jeremiah  is  really,  of  itself,  suffi- 
cient answer  to  the  vast  conclusion,  which  our  author  draws, 
from  the  fact  that  Ezekiel  mentions  the  chattath^  while  his  pro- 
phetic predecessors  (according  to  our  author)  do  not  mention  it. 
If  Ezekiel's  own  contempararyy  who,  as  a  priest,  was  bound  to 
know  the  chattathy  can  write  fifty-two  chapters,  without  once 
specifying  it,  why  may  not  Ezekiel's  predecessors  have  been 
equally  cognisant  of  the  chattathy  although,  in  the  course  of 
their  muchfetver  chapters,  "  no  occasion  arose  to  describe  it "  ? 

(3)  It  is  a  further  disparagement  of  our  author's  position, 
when  we  reflect  that  Ezekiel  never  makes  the  slightest  state- 
ment, or  implication,  that  chattath  was  being  introduced  by 
him,  as  a  new  thing,  in  his  day :  he  never  implies  that  previous 
ages  were  ignorant  of  it :  he  takes  for  granted  that  his  every 
reader  will  understand  its  meaning,  and  its  ritual,  with  the 
same  familiarity  as  they  understand  the  meaning,  and  the 
ritual,  of  *'olahy  or  of  shelamim :  he  refers  to  it,  with  the  same 
easy  certainty  of   being  understood,  as  does  the  writer  of 
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1  Samuel,  or  the  writer  of  2  Kings :  the  statement  that  it  was 
never  known,  as  a  legislative  enactment,  till  it  figures  on  his 
pages,  is  an  utterly  un-proved,  and  an  utterly  un-suggested. 
Imagination. 

(4)  It  might  be  pointed  out,  too,  what  a  singular  romance  it 
makes  that  he  should  have  introduced  the  chattathy  for  the  first 
time,  into  legislation,  when  he  had  no  possible  opportunity  of 
ever  seeing  it  offered,  when  he  was  living  far  away  from  a 
desolated  Temple,  when  he  was  weeing,  by  the  banks  of  the 
Chebar,  over  all  the  sacrificial  jhiuus  of  Israel  as  in  abeyance ! 
He  makes  no  distinction  between  ^olah  and  chattathy  the  one  as 
old,  and  the  other  as  new  :  if,  therefore,  he  is  '^  painting  what 
he  carried  in  his  memory,"  the  alleged  novelty  of  the  chattath 
is  absurd. 

(5)  For  it  is  to  be  noted  (though  we  do  not  need  to  lay  any 
argumentative  stress  on  the  circumstance)  that  it  is  exclusively 
in  the  Ideal  Vision^  that  forms  his  closing  chapters,  that  Ezekiel 
names  the  chattath;  he  manages  to  whte  thirty-nine  chapters, 
as  Jeremiah  wdtes  fifty-two^  without  any  mention  of  it  And, 
in  view  of  this,  we  put  these  alternative  qnerie»-~firstj  If,  in 
this  Ideal  Vision,  he  is  *'  painting  the  picture,  as  he  carried  it  in 
his  memory  "  (p.  60),  of  chattaothj  that  had  once  attracted,  and 
delighted,  him  in  Judah,  why  woe  it  that  no  prophet,  that  had 
gone  l^ore  him,  ever  dropped  the  slightest  reference  to  them  ? — 
secondly y  If,  in  this  Ideal  Vision,  he  is,  at  the  same  time,  ^^  pub- 
lishing the  progranmie*'  of  the  chattaoth  ''of  a  future  the- 
ocracy" (p.  60),  why  is  it  that  no  prophet,  that  comes  after 
him,  ever  names  the  wondrous  innovation?  The  unlucky 
Prophet  of  Transition  is  beset  by  the  disparaging  sil^ce  of 
broths  prophets,  both  before  and  behind  I 

(6)  We  would  just  add  that,  though  Ezekiel  happens  several 
times  to  name  the  chattath,  in  his  Vision,  he  also,  in  the  course 
of  that  Vision,  uses  sacrificial  generalisations^  which  do  not 
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inclade  the  chattath,  and  which  are  eminently  in  keeping  with 
similar  generalisations,  in  other  parts  of  Scripture.  Wellhausen 
might  as  well  point  to  Ezek.  43.  27,  or  to  44.  11,  or  to  46.  2 
and  12,  as  to  some  passages,  outside  Ezekiel,  to  which  he  has 
pointed,  and  hold  that  they  are  interpolations,  incorporated 
into  the  Vision,  from  a  **  source,"  that  "  knew  nothing  "  of  the 
chattath  !  In  Ezek.  40,  is  it  possible  to  compare  verse  39  with 
verse  42,  without  seeing  that  chattath  and  asham  may  often  be 
indnded  under  zeibhachy  just  as  we  saw,  from  Ezra  8.  35,  they 
may  often  be  included  under  ^olah  f  And,  out  of  the  heart  of 
the  Priestly  Code  itself,  we  have  given  three  generalisations, 
from  which  the  chattath  is  excluded,  but  whose  contexts  unmis- 
takeably  prove  that  the  chattaih  was  known  to  the  writer. 

On  the  whole,  it  might  be  thought  that  the  discovery,  that 
the  burnt-ofifering  was  but  a  puny  appendage  to  the  peace- 
offering,  till  the  people  came  back  from  Babylon,  was  about  as 
big  a  morels  nest  as  could  be  stumbled  into.  But  we  incline  to 
think  that  the  discovery,  that  the  sin-offering  was,  practically, 
an  Ezekelio-Babylonian  invention,  considerably  out-mares  it. 
It  is  an  Imagination,  which  has  not  a  shred  of  proof,  nor  of  pro- 
bability, in  its  support.  The  reader,  who  is  content  to  swallow 
Wellhausen's  sentences,  without  check  or  verification,  may 
accept  his  "  thesis,"  about  the  sin-offering  :  Our  advice  to  him 
is  a  very  simple  one, "  To  the  law,  and  to  the  testimony  "  ;  open 
the  BookSy  and  especially,  open  the  Code^  and — refutationem  si 
qiuieriSy  eircumspice. 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


(    464    ) 


CHAPTER  XI. 

A   DREAM   OF  THE    PKIESTLY   CODE. 

WE  have  already  made  very  manifold  quotations  from  the 
concluding  pages  (pp.  76-81),  in  which  Wellhausen  sums 
up  his  evolution  of  the  sacrificial  worship  of  Israel :  and  we 
have  shown  the  strange  (and,  practically,  incredible)  marks  of 
the  evolution,  which  he  professes  to  trace.  We  have  shown, 
also,  how  strangely  many  of  his  statements,  in  these  pages,  con- 
tradict his  own  statements,  on  preceding  pages ;  how  repugnant 
they,  at  the  same  time,  are  to  probability  ;  and  how  glaringly 
they  belie  the  Scriptures,  on  which  they  profess  to  be  based. 
As  almost  every  paragraph,  in  these  pages,  has  been  more  or 
less  dealt  with  in  this  way,  it  would  be  out  of  place  to  repeat 
ourselves,  by  a  lengthened  re-quotation  of  them,  and  by  a  recon- 
sideration of  their  whole  contents,  now.  We  have  styled  them 
one  of  his  two  Arcadian  dreams :  for  their  characteristics  are 
absolute  dependence  on  self,  and  habitual  disregard  of  available 
appropriate  evidence,  in  framing  their  contents.  They  are  in- 
tended to  present  a  contrast  between  '*  early  praxis "  and  the 
"  sacrificial  Law."  Of  the  former  (if  we  suppose  the  Priests' 
Code  blotted  out)  Scripture  gives  us  nothing  but  the  meagrest 
possible  glimpses,  or  outlines  :  but  this  is  no  bar  to  Wellhausen's 
attaining  to  a  perfect  knowledge  of  it :  he  has  some  un-men- 
tioned  sources  of  information  within  himself,  and  so  he  can  go 
on  with  a  glib  narrative  of  the  origin,  and  aims,  and  accom- 
paniments, of  sacrifice,  as  unhesitatingly  as  though  he  had  lived 
through  all  the  generations  from  Abel  to  the  Exile,  and  had 
surrounded  every  altar,  pondered  every  ritual,  and  read  the 
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aspirationB  of  every  worshipper's  heart.  Of  the  latter  (the 
^*  sacrificial  Law ''),  he  tells  us  that  it  is  contained  in  the  Priests* 
Code,  and  he  then  gives  ns  a  sketch  of  its  salient  outlines, 
which  is  hardly  explicable,  except  on  the  supposition  that  he 
knows  the  Priests'  Code,*  only  as  a  sealed,  and  locked-up,  volume, 
and  that  authority  has  not  yet  been  given  him  to  open  it,  and 
to  survey  its  characteristics.  It  is  not  an  erroneous  view  of 
doubtful,  and  disputable,  passages  that  one  has  to  tax  him  with, 
but  with  an  ignoring  of  fundamental,  and  unmistakeable,  char- 
acteristics of  the  Code.  We  ofif er  to  convict  him  of  a  series  of 
plain,  and  inexcusable,  mis-representations  of  that  Priestly  Code, 
whose  post-Exilic  origin  may  be  described  as  the  mighty  focus, 
towards  which  all  his  boasted  discoveries  converge.  And  we 
shall,  as  before,  do  so  on  a  plan,  which  will  not  involve  fami- 
liarity with  Hebrew,  as  a  necessity  to  its  comprehension,  but 
which  will  put  our  arguments,  and  our  illustrations,  well  within 
the  reach  of  the  ordinary  English  reader.  He  does  not  arrange, 
and  divide,  his  analysis  (or,  as  we  prefer  to  call  it,  his  dream) 
so  ^'  scientifically,"  as  we  have  done  for  him  :  we  have  made  a 
most  thorough  study  of  his  pages,  and  it  seems  to  ns  that  sevm 
chief  scenes  moved  before  him,  in  succession,  in  his  dream,  and 
we  shall  notice  them  in  tum«  As  we  do  so,  the  truth  of  our 
statement,  that  we  have  already  largely  dealt  with  his  con- 
cluding pages  on  sacrifice,  will  become  apparent. 

I.  The  first  scene  of  the  vision  involves  his  already-exploded 
craze  about  ^'  sacrificial  meals«'^  He  saw  all  the  ages,  before 
the  Exile,  addicted  to  these,  glorying  in  these,  and  blest  by 
these ;  a  sacrifice  to  them  was  a  social  meal,  and  nothing  more. 
But  then  he  saw  a  Priestist  arise,  who  swept  away  these 
emblems  of  sociality,  and  almost  shattered  the  sacrificial  tables 
in  pieces  *  he  decreed  that  '*  eating  flesh  '^  was  no  longer  to  be  a 
part  of  the  "business  of  worship,"  but  was  to  be  a  mere  "at 
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home  *^  he  decreed  that  ^^a  sacrifioe,  combined  with  a  meal/* 
moBt  intrude  no  longer,  hot  moat  ^  fall  completely  into  the 
background ":  he  decreed  that  ^sacrificeB,  of  which  max 
received  NOTHEfO,"  were  now  to  be  exalted,  and  to  "come  to 
the  front,  with  the  utmost  posBible  puritj/' 

Is  it  necesBary  to  dissect  at  any  length,  this  pitiful  pretence, 
in  view  of  what  we  have  already  written  ?  Our  author  does 
not  fortify  either  side  (either  the  pre-Exilic,  or  the  post-Exilic, 
side)  of  the  foregoing  Imagination,  with  the  slightest  proof,  from 
Scripture.  He  cannot  produce  a  single  Uxt^  to  show  that  the 
aim  of  early  sacrifices  was  (as  he  prd^nds)  the  ^'  consecration  '* 
of  mere  ''  earthly  relationships,*'  and  that  the  rectification  of 
man's  divine  ^  relationship  '*  may  not  have  been  their  primary, 
and  chiefest,  aim.  And,  as  to  the  other  side  of  his  picture,  we 
have  ab-eady  shown  that  the  Priests'  Code,  so  far  from,  practi- 
cally, frowning  sacrificial  meals  out  of  existence,  encourages 
them,  and  prescribes  them,  in  the  most  prominent,  and  un- 
mistakeable,  terms.  It  gives  to  peace-offerings,  with  their 
various  sub-divisions,  a  most  honoured,  and  repeated,  mention, 
and  it  prescribes  that,  in  the  case  of  all  of  them,  a  sacrificial 
meal  shall  follow.  It  prescribes  also  the  varying  times,  within 
which  the  meal  must  be  concluded.  Are  we  unwarranted  in 
stigmatizing,  as  a  dream^  the  doctrine  that,  in  contrast  with  a 
previous  social  era,  the  Priestly  Code  makes  the  meal  *'  fall 
completely  into  the  back-ground  "  ? 

We  shall  here  only,  before  passing  on,  notice  a  minute 
special  contrast,  which  our  author  professes  to  have  discovered, 
between  the  Deuteronomist  and  the  Priestist.    He  says  . — 

"  In  Deuteronomy,  in  marked  opposition  to  what  we  find  in  the 
Priestly  Code,  to  eat  and  be  merry  before  Jehovah  is  the  standing 
phrase  for  8a>erificing  "  (p.  77). 

Who  could  be  so  heartless  as  think  of  verifying  such  a 
statement?  it  is  delivered  with  such  artless  ease,  as  a  mere 
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elementary  drcnmstaaoe,  which  the  most  snperficial  reader  of 
Scripture  must  know  :  it  is  not  a  doubtfuly  but  a  "  marked," 
characteristic,  to  which  it  refers.  Yet  it  is  a  mere — Imagination  ! 
The  "opposition"  between  Deuteronomist  and  Priestist  has 
no  existence.  A  few  sentences  will  show  that  they  are  quite 
at  one. 

(1)  In  view  of  the  people  soon  entering  Canaan,  Deuteronomy 
prescribes  that  their  "holy  things"  are  not  to  be  offered 
"within  any  of  thy  gates,"  but  in  that  central  sanctuary, 
wheresoever  it  may  be,  "  which  the  Lord  thy  God  shall  choose 
to  place  His  name  there."  The  killing  of  their  various  sacri- 
fices, and  also  the  eating  of  them  (so  far  as  they  were  prescribed 
to  be  eaten),  must  take  place  at  the  central  sanctuary :  "  there 
ye  shall  eat  them  before  the  Lord  your  Grod,  and  ye  shall  rejoice 
in  all  that  ye  put  your  hand  unto,  ye  and  your  households, 
wherein  the  Lord  thy  God  hath  blessed  thee  "  (Dent.  12.  7 ; 
U.  26  ;  16.  20). 

(2)  But  this  is  just  an  echo  of  the  sacrificial  phraseology  of 
the  Priestly  Code.  We  have  seen  that  it  also  associates  both 
the  "  killing,"  and  the  "  eating,"  with  the  central  tabernacle. 
The  "  killing  "  must  take  place  "  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord  at 
the  door  of  the  tabernacle  "  :  and,  so  far  as  the  flesh  is  eatable, 
the  sacrificial  feast  must  straightway  follow,  "  the  flesh  shall 
be  eaten  on  the  day  of  his  oblation." 

(3)  The  correspondence  between  the  two  codes  is  not  only 
thus  obvious  on  a  general  view,  but  is  equally  obvious  in  details. 
Both  oodes  prescribe  what  flesh  may  be  "  eaten,"  and  what  flesh 
may  not  be  eaten ;  and  their  prescriptions  are  identical  I  The 
Deuteronomist  prescribes  that  no  part  of  burnt-offerings  can  be 
"  eaten "  I  the  flesh  must  wholly  ascend  in  the  altar  flame  : 
"  thou  shalt  offer  thy  burnt-offerings,  the  flesh  and  the  blood, 
upon  the  altar  of  the  Lord  thy  God  "  (Dent.  12.  27),  But  this 
is  just  what  the  Priestist  had  prescribed  before  him  :  "  Aaron's 
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sons,  the  priests,  shall  offer  the  blood  . .  •  and  the  priest  shall 
born  the  whole  flesh  on  the  altar  "  (Lev.  1.  5,  9).  The  Deater- 
onomist  prescribes  that  the  blood  of  peace-offerings  shall  be 
ponred  on  the  altar,  bat  the  flesh  shall  be  eaten  by  the  wor- 
shipper !  '^  The  blood  of  thy  peace-offerings  (zebhachim)  shall 
be  poured  out  upon  the  altar  of  the  Lord  thy  God,  but  thou 
Shalt  eat  the  flesh''  (Deut.  \%.  27).  What  says  the  Priestly 
Code  ?  ^^  Aaron^s  sons,  the  priests,  shall  sprinkle  the  blood  upon 
the  altar  "  (Lev.  3.  2)  :  "  and  when  ye  offer  a  sacrifice  of  peace- 
offerings,  it  shall  be  eaten  on  the  same  day  that  ye  offer  it,  and 
on  the  morrow  "  (Lev.  19.  5,  6).  Where  is  the  "  marked  oppo* 
sition  "  ?    There  is  minute,  and  "  marked,"  agreement  I 

(4)  The  same  carefully-discriminated  phraseology  is  repeated 
by  the  Deuteronomist,  in  Deut.  27.  6-9,  when  prescribing  the 
sacrifices,  for  Mount  Ebal,  *^Thou  shalt  offer  (ha^alitha)  upon 
that  altar  burnt-offerings  unto  the  Lord  thy  God  "  (verse  6). 
He  here  uses  the  verb,  r^ularly  used  by  all  Hebrew  writers, 
regarding  the  burnt-offering,  and  prescribes  none  of  it  for 
♦*  eating."  He  then  prescribes  the  peace-offering  :  "  And  thou 
shalt  sacrifice  (zabhachta)  peace  offerings,  and  shalt  eat  there ; 
and  thou  shalt  rejoice  before  the  Lord  thy  God "  (verse  7). 
Thus,  "eating,''  instead  of  being  "the  standing  phrase  for 
sacrificing,"  in  Deuteronomy,  cannot  there  be  applied  to  the 
burnt-offering,  but  is  confined  to  the  peace-offering  alone — "  in 
marked  agreement  with  the  Priestly  Code." 

(5)  Having  thus  shown  that  "  eating  "  is  not  the  Deuterono- 
mist's  "  standing  phrase  for  sacrificing,"  we  may  show,  in  a 
word,  what  his  **  standing  phrases  "  (so  far  as,  in  his  very  few 
references,  he  can  be  said  to  have  any  such)  are  :  He  applies  za- 
bhach  to  sacrifice,  when  he  is  speaking  of  it,  in  quite  general 
termg.  "Thou  shalt  not  zabhach  (sacrifice)  unto  the  Lord  thy 
God  an  ox,  or  a  sheep,  wherein  is  a  blemish  "  (Deut.  17. 1). 
There  is  nothing  here  to  restrict  the  rubric  to  any  special "  kind  " 
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of  sacrifice :  and  it  is  perhaps  the  only  clear  case  in  Deuterono- 
my, where  such  a  thoroughly  gener^  reference  is  predicaWe : 
the  use  of  zdbhach^  in  such  circumstances,  we  have  already 
shown  to  accord  with  a  universal  Hebrew  usage.  He  can  also  use 
the  same  verb  (as  all  other  writers  also  use  it)  when  there  seems 
a  special  reference  to  peace-offerings :  "  This  shall  be  the  priest's 
due  from  the  people,  from  them  that  zahhach  (sacrifice)  a  ze- 
hhach  (sacrifice),  whether  it  be  ox  or  sheep"  (Deut.  18.  3). 
When  he  applies  a  special  verb  to  the  burnt-offering,  it  is 
neither  "  eat,"  nor  zahhach^  but  Melah^  the  same  verb  as  other 
writers  apply  to  that  sacrifice. 

Let  the  Bible  student  consider  that,  in  the  above  paragraphs^ 
we  have  pointed  him  to  every  occurrence  of  the  phrase  "  eating 
before  the  Lord  "  in  Deuteronomy,  besides  giving  him  a  glimpse 
of  ihe  other  sacrificial  phraseologies  of  its  author,  and  he  will 
then  be  in  a  position  to  estimate  the  trustworthiness,  or  the 
candour,  of  Wellhausen.  When  he  offers  not  a  shred  of 
quotation^  it  is  then  that  his  dogmatisms  are  almost  always 
specially  baseless.  Two  Boohs  "in  marked  opposition"  I— 
when  a  little  simple  investigation  shows  they  are  "  in  marked 
agreement  I "  The  only  palliation  for  him  is  that  he  is  speaking 
'—in  a  dream. 

II.  The  second  scene,  in  his  vision,  is  equally  illusory.  In 
pre-Exilic  time,  he  saw  sacrifice  invariably  connected  with 
definite,  and  suitable,  occurrences,  in  the  experience  of  the 
worshippers.  Whether  it  was  a  "  war,"  or  an  "  agreement,"  or 
an  "  honoured  guest,"  or  an  "  important  undertaking,"  there 
was  always  a  fresh,  and  actual,  "  occasion,  arising  out  of  daily 
life,*'  that  impelled  to  the  sacrifice,  that  was  "inseparable" 
from  it,  that  "  gives  to  it  meaning  and  character  ":  he  saw  the 
people,  in  their  scattered  homes,  literally  hungering  and 
thirsting  after  sacrifice,  ready  to  "  seize  on  the  spot  any  occasion 
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that  casnally  offered  itself  for  a  sacrificial  meal."  Bat  then  he 
saw  the  PriesUst  arise,  and  rathlesslj  abolish  this  happy 
identity  '' between  spiritnal  earnestness  and  secnlar  joyons- 
ness":  he  ended  the  dependaice  of  sacrifice  on  ^*  earthly  re- 
lationships," and  established  a  ^divorce  between  sacred  and 
secular":  be  ^^ deprived  sacrifice  of  its  natural  nourishment," 
which  ^Hhe  exigencies  and  objects  of  the  daily  life"  had 
hitherto  supplied  :  by  his  decree,  "  life  and  worship  fell  apart," 
and  '*  the  warm  pulse  of  life  no  longer  throbbed  in  sacrifice  to 
animate  it." 

(1)  It  is  enough  to  say  that,  in  piling  up  such  grandilo- 
quence, Wellhausen  has  not  an  atom  of  Scripture  evidence  to 
support  it  with,  he  is  merely  piling  up  a  tissue  of  pretentious 
Imaginations.  The  Priestly  Code  recognises  (he  vicissUudes  of 
life  J  and  provides  for  (he  presentoHony  and  variaiion^  of  saer^USy 
according  as  men*s  needs,  and  experiences,  may  dictate,  in  the 
most  manifold  possible  manner.  If  that  be  so,  our  author^s 
utter  contrast  at  once  turns  to  a  dream.  That  it  is  so,  a  slight 
examination  of  the  Code  will  very  readily  reveal.  Let  us  look 
shortly,  and  straightforwardly,  at  its  contents.  The  opening 
chapters  of  Leviticus,  instead  of  shutting  out  individualism,  are 
full  of  individualising  opportunities,  and  dioices,  of  sacrificOr 
"  When  any  of  you  offereth  an  oblation  unto  the  Lord"  (Lev. 
1.  2),  is  the  language,  in  which  all,  and  each,  are  invito  to 
the  altar  :  they  are  also  left  free  to  settle  whether  their  feelings 
and  circumstances  call  for  an  ^olah  (Chap.  1.),  or  for  a  minchdh 
(Chap.  2),  or  for  shelamim  (Chap.  3):  and,  under  each,  they  are 
left  to  select  the  animals,  and  the  materials,  of  their  sacrifices, 
according  as  their  ability  may  render  proper.  The  priests  are 
bound,  by  these  chapters,  as  to  the  rituals  they  shall  conduct: 
but  the  thought  of  the  sacrifice,  and  the  occasion  of  the  sacri- 
fice, and  the  special  aim  of  the  sacrifice,  and  the  very  kind,  and 
conteut,  of  the  sacrifice,  are,  practically,  left  to  be  wholly  fixed 
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by  the  position,  and  by  the  experience,  of  the  offerer.  "  Life 
and  worship,*'  instead  of  becoming  utterly  nn-connected,  could 
not  be  left  in  a  freer  relation,  than  they  are  in  these  chapters, 
to  act,  and  to  re-act,  upon  one  another.  And  these  chapters 
contain  the  staple  of  Israelitish  sacrifices. 

(2)  It  makes  this  point  the  clearer,  and  our  author's  mis- 
interpretation the  more  glaring,  when  we  add  that  a  sample  of 
one  of  the  three  sacrifices,  in  these  chapters,  is  subsequently  pre- 
scribed for  national,  or  non-individualj  purposes  (if  we  may  coin 
such  a  word),  and  is  required  to  be  offered,  every  morning  and 
every  evening,  through  all'  the  years  of  all  their  generations. 
But  what  relation  (in  Lev.  1 — 7)  does  this  non-individtial  sta- 
tute occupy  to  the  free  individtmlising  statutes  ?  It  is  thrust 
into  what  our  author  would  probably  (and  with  considerable 
reason)  call  an  appendix,  in  Lev.  6.  8-13,  where  the  continual 
burnt-offering  ("  two  lambs  of  the  first  year  day  by  day  con- 
tinuallj,"  as  already  specified  in  Exod.  29.  88-41),  is  secured, 
and  honoured,  by  the  regulation,  '^  fire  shall  be  kept  burning 
on  the  altar  continually  :  it  shall  not  go  out."  This  is  an 
offering,  which  no  individudl  presented  :  it  had  no  connection 
with  the  daily  life,  so  far  as  the  special  experiences  of  indivi- 
duals were  concerned  :  whether  the  circumstances  of  the  nation, 
and  of  its  individuals,  were  prosperous  or  adverse,  that  offering 
remained  un-suspended,  and  un-diversified.  But,  instead  of 
being  on  the  forefront  of  Leviticus,  it  occupies  a  subsidiary 
position  in  Chap.  6,  while  chapter  after  chapter  have  been 
devoted  to  those  special  offerings,  which  the  vicissitudes,  and 
emergencies,  of  life  may,  as  the  ages  run,  call  forth  from  indivi- 
'  dual  worshippers.  We  are  not  disparaging  the  great  significance 
of  the  daily  *'olahy  enacted  in  Exod.  29,  and  re-quoted,  with 
such  care,  throughout  Num.  28,  29 :  we  are  only  noting  the 
absurdity  of  characterising  the  Code,  as  utterly  severed  from 
thj  daily.  occasion3  of  life,  when  it  relegates  this  non-individua 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


472  SAyCTUASr  ANi)  SACBIFIC^. 

Btatnte  to  a  few  verses,  in  Ohi^.  6,  after  all  the  previous  chapters 
of  Leviticus  have  been  devoted  to  the  dioioes  of  sacrifioa^ 
which  are  o£fered,  for  the  varying  feelings,  and  fortones,  af 
individuals. 

(3)  For  we  have  to  note  that  Lev.  4,  5  are  even  more 
minutely,  and  more  avowedly,  individualistic  than  Lev.  1-3. 
The  sin  and  trespass  offerings  are  not  prescribed,  as  dry  national 
tributes,  offered  in  the  absence  of  individuals,  and  apart  from 
the  actual  experiences  of  life.  They  are  connected,  at  every 
turn,  with'  definite  transgressionSy  and  they  are  adapted,  with 
utmost  care,  to  the  varying  situations,  and  fortunes,  of  different 
transgressors*  Chap.  4  enumerates  four  different  classes  of 
transgressors,  and  ito  sacrifices  are  to  be  offered,  only  when  the 
actual  experiences  of  life  bring  any  of  these  classes  into  specified 
fault.  And  where  could  more  definite  catalogues  of  actual 
transgression  be  found  than  in  Lev.  5.  1-4,  and  in  Lev.  6. 1-8  ? 
How  preposterous  to  say  of  a  Code,  with  such  contents,  that 
*^a  separatum  between  U  and  the  daily  life^''  is  its  main 
charactistic  I 

(4)  What  we  thus  find,  in  the  great  foundation  statutes,  so 
to  speak,  of  the  Code,  in  Lev.  1 — 7,  is  reflected,  with  equal  pre- 
cision, in  its  other  parts. 

(a)  It  is  notably  so  in  Num.  15,  a  chapter,  which  we  have 
ah-eady  styled  a  short  summary  of  Lev.  1 — 7,  with  a  few  addenda 
of  sacrificial  accompaniments.  Where  could  daily  life,  and 
actual  experience,  be  more  freely  recognised,  as  supplying  the 
occasions  of  sacrifice,  than  in  verses  1-3,  and  in  verses  8  and 
14,  of  that  chapter  ?  The  "  set  feasts  "  are  not  overlooked, 
but  the  individual  occasions  of  sacrifice  are  there  acknowledged,  * 
with  even  greater  emphasis.  The  fulfilment  of  "  vows,"  and 
the  operations  of  "  freewill,"  are  there  assumed,  as  the  occasions 
of  un-numbered  sacrifices,  of  sacrifices  which  the  "  sojourning 
stranger,"  equally  with  the  "  home  bom,"  may  present,  of  sacri* 
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fices,  which  may  range  over  the  fonns  of  ^olah^  or  of  zebhach^  or 
of  shelamimy  according  to  special  exigency,  of  sacrifices,  which 
are  to  be  '*  statutes  for  ever  throughout  your  generations."  Is  it 
possible  to  nail  the  sacrificial  system  more  firmly  to  the  varying 
"vicissitudes  of  life,"  than  these  verses  (Num.  15. 1-16)  do  ? 
We  have  the  same  principle  continued,  in  verses  22-31  of  the 
chapter,  where  (as  in  Lev.  4,  5)  sin-offerings  are  associated  only 
with  definite  shortcomings,  in  the  experience,  either  of  the  con* 
gr^ation,  or  of  individuals. 

(b)  Precisely  the  same  arrangements  are  recognised,  with 
equal  prominence,  in  Num.  27.  39.  In  two  chapters,  the 
numbers  of  victims,  to  be  burnt  on  the  altar,  on  the  various 
days  of  all  the  set  feasts,  have  been  catalogued :  and  then  the 
ordinary  individual  sacrifices,  whose  number,  and  contents,  can 
only  become  known,  as  the  successive  exigencies  of  life  suggest 
them,  are  re-commemorated  in  these  words :  '^  These  (the 
victims  enumerated  in  the  two  preceding  chapters)  ye  shall  offer 
unto  the  Lord  in  your  set  feasts,  in  addition  to  your  vows,  and 
in  addition  to  your  freewill  offerings,  for  your  ^oloth^  and  for 
your  mimhathothy  and  for  your  nesaihim^  and  for  your  shela-* 
mimJ*^  Here  again,  the  stated  or  national,  and  the  varying  or 
individual,  sacrifices  are  recognised,  with  equal  authoritative- 
ness,  as  occurring  throughout  the  year.  The  fulness,  which 
Lev.  1 — 5  accords  to  the  latter  class.  Num.  28,  29,  may  be 
regarded  as  according  to  the  former  class.  The  two  classes  co* 
exist,  throughout  the  Code. 

(c)  An  almost  identical  proof  of  their  co-«xistenoe  is  supplied 
by  Lev.  23.  87,  38.  In  this  chapter,  a  catalogue,  which  has 
much  in  common  with  that  in  Num.  88,  29,  is  given :  the 
catalogue  here,  however,  is  rather  of  the  days  of  holy  convoca* 
tion,  than  of  the  altar  victims :  and,  at  the  conclusion  of  it,  an 
addendum,  emphatically  re-commemorating  the  me^tt^t^Z  sacri- 
fices, which  life's  varying  experiences  were  always  calling  for, 
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takes  this  form  :  '^  These  (the  days  enumerated,  in  the  previous 
thirty-six  verses)  are  the  set  feasts  of  the  Lord,  which  ye  shall 
prodaim  to  be  holy  convocations  (to  offer  an  offering  by  fire 
unto  the  Lord,  a  ^olah^  and  a  minchah^  a  zehhachy  ^jAnesakhimy 
each  on  its  own  day)  :  in  addition  to  the  Sabbaths  of  the  Lord, 
and  in  addition  to  yonr  gifts,  and  in  addition  to  all  your  vows, 
and  in  addition  to  all  yonr  freewill  offerings  which  ye  give  unto 
the  Lord,"  Here  we  have  "  gifts,"  and  **  vows,"  and  freewill," 
which  depend  entirely  on  the  offerer's  varying  feelings  and  cir- 
cumstances, recognised  as  regularly,  and  notably,  contributing 
to  Israelis  offerings,  throughout  each  year. 

{d)  In  the  immediately  i»reoeding  chapter.  Lev.  33. 18  and 
21,  we  have  it,  as  an  established  arrangement,  that  the  re-, 
sponsible  discretion  of  the  people  (their  "vows"  and  their 
'^  freewill ")  shall  settle  when  it  becomes  them  to  present  their 
sacrifices,  and  that  these  sacrifices  shall  range  freely  over  the 
recognised  generalisations  of  ^olah^  and  of  shdamm.  Is  this  to 
make  "  life  and  worship  fall  apart "  ? 

{e)  The  same  responsible,  and  r^ulated,  freedom  underlies 
Lev.  17.  8,  9, 19.  5-8,  33.  29,  80,  and  (to  come  back  to  the 
opening  chapters)  7.  11-18. 

(5)  Thus,  whether  we  look  at  its  "  kernel,"  or  at  ite  "  older 
corpus,"  or  at  its  "  later  additions,"  we  find  the  Priestly  Code 
everywhere  recognising,  and  based  on,  the  people's  varying  ex- 
periences, and  desires.  "  Spontaneity,"  and  the  "  daily  life," 
instead  of  being  banished  from  it,  are  acknowledged,  and  en- 
shrined, in  it,  from  end  to  end.  There  are  fixed  non-individual 
sacrifices  each  day,  each  Sabbath,  each  new  moon :  but  these 
are  not  exclusive  of,  they  are  avowedly  contemporaneous  and 
harmonious  with,  individtud  sacrifices,  which  the  special  cir- 
cumstances, and  the  special  aspirations,  of  the  various  classes  of 
the  people  may  be  suggesting,  throughout  the  year :  the  general 
sacrifices  can  never  be  catalogued,  without  the  writer  being 
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carefal  to  remind  us  that  they  are  exclusive  of  the  hosts  of 
voluntary,  and  therefore  unspecifiable/  offerings,  which  each 
year's  experience  may  bring  to  the  altar — ^they  are  "  in  addition 
to  all  your  gifts,  and  in  addition  to  all  your  vows,  and  in  addition^ 
to  all  your  freewill  offerings."  When,  therefore,  Wellhauseni 
says  that  the  general  sacrifices  exclude  the  individual,  he  i^ 
plainly,  and  inexcusc^ly,  belying  the  Code,  whose  contents  he| 
professes  to  expound.  His  absurdity  will  best  be  seen,  byi 
placing  what  he  says^  and  what  h$  should  say^  side  by  side :—  | 

What  He  Says  (in  accordance  What  He  Should  Say  (in  cmj- 

with  fancy),  cordance  with  ScHpture), 

"  But  now  the  dominant  posi-  "  But  now  the  permanent  posi- 

tion of  the  daily,  Sabbath  day,  tion  of  the  daily,  Sabbath  day, 
and  festival  tamidk  means  that  and  festival  tamidh  means  that 
the  sacrificial  worship  had  as-  this  part  of  the  sacrificial  wor- 
somed  a  perfectly  firm  shape,  ship  had  assumed  a  perfectly 
which  was  independent  of  every  firm  shape ;  bat  it  does  not 
special  motive  and  of  all  spon-  mean  the  extinction  of  other 
taneity  "  (p.  80).  parte  of  the  sacrificial  WOTship, 

which  afforded  the  freest  scope 
for  every  special  motive,  and 
for  all  spontaneity"  (p.  —  in 
his  next  edition  ?) 

It  will  be  seen  that  Wellhausen  carries  the  unwary  Bible 
student  captive,  by  slipping  in  "  ^  sacrificial  worship ^'^  as  if 
it  were  exhaustively  represented  in  the  daily,  weekly,  and 
monthly  fixtures.  We  have  shown  that  these  are  only^ar^  of 
'^the  sacrificial  worship,"  and  that  the  Code  recognises  the 
other  parts^  with  never-failing  prominence.  We  thus  overthrow 
our  author's  pretentious  asseverations,  by  having  recourse  to 
the  recondite  principle — the  whole  is  greater  than  its  part 

(6)  In  view  of  what  has  now  been  shown,  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  prevalence  of  "spontaneity  "  in  sacrifice,  in  pre-Exilic 
time,  is  eminently  harmonious  with  the  view  that  the  Priestly 
Code  was  reigning,  and  was  regulating  that  "  spontaneity,"  in 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


476  SANCTUARY  AND  SACRIFICE, 

all  poBt-Mosaie  ages.  If  we  grant  our  author  that  "once 
cnltofl  was  spontaneons,*'  that  it  reflected  "  special  purposes  and 
occasions,**  that  is  was  "  in  most  intimate,  and  manifold  connec- 
tion with  ordinary  life,"  that  is  just  what  shotUd  have  beeuy  if 
the  Priestly  Code  was  known  to  the  worshippers ;  for  it  leaves 
the  people  free  to  come  to  the  altar,  with  varying  sacrifices, 
according  as  their  varying  aspirations  and  dangers  and  experi* 
ences,  and  as  their  very  accidents  and  diseases,  may  suggest. 
We  think  our  author  ridiculously  exaggerates  the  prevalence  of 
sacrifice,  and  its  emergence  from  the  exigencies  of  the  daily  life, 
as  shown  in  pre-Exilic  history ;  but,  though  the  illustrations 
were  as  plentiful  as  he  holds  out,  they  would  not  be,  ^  ^ 
slightest  extent,  "polemical"  against  a  knowledge  of  the 
Priestly  Code. 

We  would  point  out,  too,  that  the  indications,  in  the  pre-Exilic 
history,  are  not  confined  to  special,  and  voluntary,  sacrifices,  as 
successive  emergencies  may  suggest  them ;  there  are  equally 
plain  indications  of  the  knowledge,  and  of  the  observance,  of 
the  fixed  seasons  for  sacrifice.  Daily  oblations  are  recognised,  as 
an  established  rule,  in  the  story  of  Elijah  on  Carmel,  and  in 
Ahaz^s  directions  to  Urijah  :  sabbaths  and  new  moons  are  in* 
dicated,  as  fixed  seasons  for  religious  pilgrimage  or  festival,  in 
the  conversations  between  the  Shunammite  and  her  husband, 
and  between  Jonathan  and  David.  We  thus  have  the  same 
mingling  of  fixed  and  of  variable,  of  general  and  of  individual, 
sacrifices  in  the  history ^  as  we  have  abundantly  shown  to  exist 
in  the  Code.  The  daily,  and  monthly,  oblations  are,  clearly, 
independent  of  any  special  "  exigencies,"  to  render  them  rea- 
sonable. 

We  will  even  run  so  utterly  counter  to  our  author's  dream^  as 
to  say  that  neither  the  pre-Exilic  history,  nor  the  Jehovistic 
Code,  recognises  "  spontaneity  "  in  sacrifice,  mth  half  the  de- 
dsivenesSj  wherewith  that  "  spontaneity "  is  recognised  in  the 
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Priestly  Code  !  {a)  As  regards  ths  history j  we  do  not  know  a 
more  circumstantial  rubric  than  this :  "  And  the  custom  of 
the  priests  with  the  people  was,  that,  when  any  man  was 
zahhach'\ng  (sacrific-ing)  a  zehhach  (sacrifice),  the  priest's 
servant  came  *'  (and  took  of  the  flesh  with  a  flesh-hook,  1  Sam. 
2.  13).  That  rubric  is  quite  in  accordance  with  spontaneity 
in  sacrifice,  and,  possibly,  suggests  it  t  but  it  does  not  assert 
it :  it  merely  says,  in  the  most  indefinite  terms,  when  any  one 
presented  an  offering  :  if  we  had  no  other  guide  than  that,  we 
could  not  say,  with  absolute  certainty,  whether  the  seasons,  and 
the  kinds,  of  offerings  depended  on  the  inclination  of  the  offerer, 
or  were  crystallised  for  him,  in  un-alterable  rules,  {h)  As  regards 
the  Jehovistic  Gode^  apart  from  the  three  feasts,  we  do  not  know 
a  more  circumstantial  rubric  than  this :  "  An  altar  of  earth 
shalt  thou  make  unto  Me,  and  shalt  sacrifice  thereon  thy  burnt- 
offerings  and  thy  peace-offerings,  thy  sheep  and  thine  oxen  " 
(Exod.  30.  24).  But  what  light  does  this  text  throw  on  the 
special  point  before  us,  viz.,  whether  were  these  burnt-offerings 
and  peace-offerings  to  be  presented,  when  the  offerer  felt  inclined, 
or  when  some  inflexible  rule  compelled  him  ?  It  is  quite  com-» 
patible  with  his  freedom,  but  it  neith^  states,  nor  vindicates,  it. 
We  gather  from  it  that  sheep  and  oxen  are  to  be  sacrificed,  but 
we  cannot  gather  from  it  whether  they  are  to  be  brought  at  un- 
alterable seasons,  or  as  the  varying  occasions  of  daily  life  suggest, 
(c)  It  \%  to  the  Priestly  Code  we  must  turn  for  clear,  and  com- 
prehensive, and  manifold,  indications  of  *' spontaneity "  in 
sacrifice, ».«.,  of  the  people's  privilege  to  come,  throughout  the 
year,  with  varying  sacrifices,  as  heart  and  experience  may  move 
them.  Our  author  runs  riot  in  superlatives  over  six  pages  (with- 
out, however,  transferring  a  single  verse  of  Scripture  to  even  one 
of  the  six  pages  I)  in  stigmatising  the  Priestly  Code,  as  utterly 
dissociated  from  daily  life,  and  as  utterly  repressive  of  freedom  : 
he  would  have  been  nearer  the  truth,  had  he  said  that  while,  on 
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the  one  hand,  the  Code  recognises  fixed  appointments  in  IsraePs 
worship,  it  is,  on  the  other  hand,  the  very  Magna  Chafta  of 
sacrificial  freedom,  so  far  as  the  varying  inclinations,  and  expe- 
riences, of  individuals  are  concerned. 

^III.  The  length,  and,  we  trust,  the  clearness,  with  which  we 
have  urged  the  two  fundamental  points,  already  dealt  with,  may 
enable  us  to  dispose,  with  more  rapidity  and  effect,  of  some  of 
the  points  which  remain.  For  example,  what  Wellhausen  urges 
about  the  personality  of  the  offerer,  may  almost  be  said  to  have 
its  complete  refutation,  in  what  we  have  just  advanced.  On 
this  point,  his  dream  was  that,  in  pre-Exilic  time,  he  saw  the 
sacrifices  presented  by  men  and  women,  in  ordinary  flesh  and 
blood  :  sometimes  he  saw  an  ^'individual,"  sometimes  he 
saw  a  "  family,"  sometimes  he  saw  a  "  society,"  but  he  always 
saw  a  "  definite  circle "  of  human  **  guests,"  with  throbbing 
hearts,  and  with  impeUing  experiences.  T?ie  Priestist  came, 
and  he  saw  the  worshippers  straightway  stripped  of  personal 
identity  :  he  no  longer  saw  definite  individuals,  surrounding  the 
.altar :  the  worshippers  had  become  an  etherealised,  and  abstract, 
shadow  :  "  the  smaller  sacred  fellowships  get  lost ":  the  indivi- 
dual has  *'  lost  himself,"  in  an  imaginary  '^  universal  congrega- 
tion " :  the  worshipper  has  become  "  mainly  ideal,"  he  has  "  be- 
come abstract,"  be  has  '^  disappeared  in  a  neutral  shadow,"  he 
has  passed  into"*'  a  spiritual  entity  which  could  be  kept  together 
by  no  other  means  except  worship."  This  abstractness  of  the 
worshippers,  while  it  is  said  to  be  **  foreign  to  Hebrew  an- 
tiquity," is  declared,  as  a  quite  novel  characteristic,  to  "  run 
through  the  Priestly  Code  from  beginning  to  endJ" 

(1)  The  change  is  certainly  a  marvellous  one,  but  it  is  a  mere 
— Imagination,  Any  one,  who  has  read  the  quotations  from 
Scripture,  in  our  immediately  preceding  pages,  will  at  once 
discern  that,  in  these  pronouncements,  Wellhausen  is  merely 
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multiplying  statements  of  the  thing  that  is  noty  regarding  the 
Priestly  Code.  It  does  not  prescribe  sacrifices,  to  be  offered 
by  "abstract  spiritual  entities,"  but  by  concrete  individuals. 
"  When  any  man  of  you  offereth  an  oblation  "  (Lev.  1. 2),  in- 
troduces the  whole  statutes :  ^li  his  oblation  be  a  burnt* 
offering  "  (Lev.  1.  8),  "  When  any  one  offereth  an  oblation  of 
a  meal-offering  "  (2. 1),  **  If  his  oblation  be  a  sacrifice  of  peace- 
offerings  "  (3.  1),  "  When  a  ruler  sinneth  "  (4.  22),  « If  any 
one  of  the  common  people  sin  unwittingly ''  (4. 27),  "  If  any  one 
sin  in  that  he  heareth  the  voice  of  adjuration,  or  if  any  om 
touch  any  unclean  thing  **  (5.  1,2),  ^  If  any  one  sin,  and  com- 
mit a  trespass  against  the  Lord,  and  deal  falsely  with  his  neigh- 
bour "  (6.  2), — these  are,  surely,  individualistic  enough  occa- 
sions ;  and  they  are  just  a  list  of  occasions  for  sacrifice,  ex- 
tracted from  the  foundation  statutes  of  Lev.  1.  1 — 6.  7. 

(2)  In  the  whole  of  these  chapters. (Lev.  1.  1 — 6.  7),  "the 
universal  congregation ''  is  only  once  introduced,  as  the  subject  of 
sacrifice, "  And  if  the  whole  congregation  of  Israel  shall  err  "  (licv. 
4. 13)  I  When  such  are  the  proportions  of  universal,  and  of  indi- 
vidual, sacrifices,  in  these  fundamental  chapters,  is  it  not  prepos- 
terous to  represent  "  the  universal  congregation,'*  as  the  subject, 
^^  running  through  the  Priestly  Code  from  beginning  to  end'^? 
It  is  surely  the  very  dogmatism,  and  overwhelmingness,  of  such 
representations,  that  makes  people  afraid  to  canvass  them  I 
«  Ee  shall  offer  it,"  "  ffe  shall  kill  it,"  "  ffe  shall  lay  his  hand 
upon  its  head,"  "  It  shall  be  accepted  for  him  " :  the  rivers  must 
run  backwards,  before  these  standing  institutes  can  be  stripped 
of  individualism.  We  have  already  explained  that  the  Code  is 
not  confined  to  individualistic  offerings :  Num.  28  prescribes 
many  national,  or  non-individual,  sacrifices  :  and  they  are  ac- 
knowledged elsewhere.  But,  in  Lev.  1—3,  which  our  author 
declares  to  he  ^^  the  kemeV^  of  the  Code,  the  sacrifices  are 
wholly  individualistic  :  and,  taking  the  wider  sweep  of  Lev.  1. 
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1 — 6.  7,  the  individualistic  exceed  the  aniversalist,  in  the  pro- 
portion of  nearly  20  to  1. 

(8)  There  is  an  equally  prominent  recognition  of  indiri- 
dualistic  sacrifices,  in  other  portions  of  the  Code,  (a)  The 
Nazirite  does  not  become  an  '^  abstract  spiritual  entity,*'  when 
the  days  of  his  separation  are  fulfilled ;  he  remains  a  concrete 
individual ;  ^^  he  shall  be  brought  to  the  door  of  the  tent  of 
meeting,""^  shall  offer  Aw  oblation,"  and  so  on.  (Jb)  The  leper, 
after  he  has  been  shut  up,  and  inspected,  and  cured,  has  not 
become  a  ^^  mainly  ideiJ ''  person,  at  the  close  of  the  process  ; 
he  is  an  individual  still ;  "  he  shall  be  brought  unto  the  priest," 
''  he  that  is  to  be  cleansed  shall  wash  hie  clothes,  and  shave  off 
all  his  hair,"  and  so  on.  (c)  So  with  the  woman,  and  her  sacri- 
fice of  purification  :  "  she  shall  bring  a  lamb  of  the  first  year," 
^^the  priest  shall  make  atonement  for  her^  and  site  shall  be 
clean."  In  such  passages,  the  Code  is  laying  down  the  occa- 
sions, and  the  materials,  and  the  accompaniments,  of  the 
people's  individualistic  offerings,  as  their  varying  experiences 
may  require  them. 

(4)  Need  we  add  that,  at  the  three  great  annual  festivals,  it 
is  not  an  "  abstract  entUt/^**  that  the  Code  regards  as  sufficient, 
for  appearing  before  Jehovah  ?  Nay,  the  people  must  assemble 
in  their  thousands,  and  form  "  holy  convocations."  It  is  not 
a  "  mainly  ideal "  presence  of  the  worshippers  that  will  do ;  it 
must  be  a  corporal,  and  concrete,  presence  ;  "  ye  shall  have  a  holy 
convocation,"  "  ye  shall  offer  jm  offering,"  "  after  this  manner, 
ye  shall  offer  daily,  for  seven  days,"  "  ye  shall  do  no  manner  of 
work."  There  may  be  sacrifices,  at  which  "  the  universal  con- 
gregation "  are  only  ideally  present :  but  the  same  Code  has 
still  more  stupendous  occasions,  when  that  congregation  must 
throng  the  sacred  precincts,  concretely,  and  innumerably,  in 
propriis  personis.  What  can  be  thought  now  of  the  dreamer 
representing    an    "ideal,"   and    "abstract,"    universalism,  as 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


A  DBEAM  OF  THE  FBJE8TLY  CODE.  481 

^^  running    through   the   Priestly    Code   from    beginning    to 
end''? 

IV.  The  fourth  scene,  m  hia  vision,  is  a  direct  oflfshoot  from 
the  "  abstract  entity,"  just  considered,  and  represents  the  shift* 
ing  of  an  ecclesiastical  burden,  from  the  shoulders  of  *'  the  kings 
of  Judah,'*  to  the  shoulders  of  "the  community •'•  In  pre* 
Exilio  time,  our  author  saw  the  kings  regularly  providing  the 
fixed  sacrifices,  in  connection  with  God's  worship :  further 
down,  he  saw  Essekiel  confirming  this  kingly  impost :  but, 
when  the  Priestist  arose,  there  was  no  king  to  operate  upon, 
and  so  he  saw  him  filing  the  impost  on  the  worshippers.  As 
this  point  has  not  previously  occurred  for  notice,  on  our  pages, 
we  shall  quote  our  author's  exact  description  of  the  evolution. 
He  has  emphasised  that  the  worshippers  have  become  ''ab« 
stract,''  after  the  Exile,  under  the  Priestly  Code,  and  he 
continues : — 

"  Hence  the  necessity  for  the  general  Temple-tax,  the  prototype 
of  which  is  found  in  the  poll-tax  of  half  a  shekel  for  the  service  of 
the  tabernacle  in  Exod.  30, 11  seq.  Prior  to  the  Exile,  the  r^^ular 
sacrifice  was  paid  for  by  the  Elings  of  Judah,  and  in  Ezekiel  the 
monarch  still  continues  to  defray  the  expenses  not  only  of  the 
Sabbath  day  and  festival  sacrifices  (45. 17  seq.)>  but  also  of  the 
tamudh  (46. 13-15).  It  is  also  a  mark  of  the  date  that,  according  to 
Exod.  30>  the  expenses  of  the  Temple  worship  are  met  directly  out 
of  the  poll-tax  levied  from  the  community,  which  can  only  be  ex- 
plained  by  the  fact  that  at  that  time  there  had  ceased  to  be  any 
sovereign.  So  completely  was  the  sacrifice  the  affair  of  the  com* 
mnnity  in  Judaism  that  the  voluntary  korhan  of  the  individual 
became  metamorphosed  into  a  money  payment  as  a  contribution 
to  the  cost  of  the  public  worship"  (Jiark  7,  11,  13,  42  seq.; 
Matt  27.  6)  (p.  80). 

We  have  often  striven  to  pour  contempt  on  our  author's 
^* proofs^*'  but  the  fore-going  would  out-distance  many  of  them, 
if  there  were  a  race  which  should  prove  most  reckless,  and 
ridiculous.    It  will  be  observed  that,  in  the  sentences  quoted, 
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he  ifl  professing  to  present  a  proof  of  **  the  date"  of  the  Priestly 
Code,  and  that  he  derives  this  proof,  from  a  critical  considera- 
tion of  six  of  its  verses  (Exod.  30.  11-16).  That  his  proof 
may  be  the  better  appreciated,  we  shall  (as  we  have  done  with 
some  of  his  previous  proofs)  turn  it  into  the  syllogistic  form. 
It  is  this  :  (A)  The  impost,  in  Exod.  30,  has  respect  to  '^  the 
expenses  of  the  Temple  worship,"  and  such  an  impost  is  con- 
ceivable, only  when  the  sacrificial  system  has  become  "  abstract," 
and  '*  completely  the  affair  of  the  community."  This  is  the 
major  premiss.  (B)  Such  an  "abstract"  fixture  of  the  sacri- 
ficial system  is  met  with,  only  after  the  Exile,  when  it  was 
rigorously  set  up  by  the  Priestly  Code.  This  is  the  minor  pre- 
miss. (C)  Therefore  Exod.  30  is  post-Exilic.  If  the  major 
premiss  of  an  argument  can  be  shown  to  be  erroneous,  and  in- 
conclusive, on  two  independent  grounds,  and  if,  in  addition,  the 
minor  premiss  can  be  shown  to  be  quite  erroneous,  very  little 
credit  will  remain  for  the  conclusion.  We  undertake  to  make 
good  these  three  charges  against  the  above  syllogism. 

(1)  The  first  content  of  the  major  premiss  is  that  the  im- 
post, in  Exod.  30.  11-16,  provides  for  "the  expenses  of  the 
Temple  worship."  But  it  does  nothing  of  the  kind.  It,  avow- 
edly, deals  with  "  service  at  the  tent  of  meeting^'^  and  never 
names  "  the  Temple.^*  Moses  is  directed,  when  the  people  are 
numbered,  to  exact  half  a  shekel  from  each,  to  constitute  a 
heave-offering  to  Jehovah,  to  make  atonement  for  their  souls ; 
and  the  disposal  of  this  exaction  is  described,  in  these  very 
general  terms,  "  and  thou  shalt  take  this  money  of  the  atone- 
ments from  the  t;hildren  of  Israel,  and  shalt  appoint  it  for 
service  (i.e.  for  some  sacred  use)  at  the  tent  of  meeting  ;  and 
(there)  shall  it  be  to  the  children  of  Israel  for  a  memorial  in 
the  presence  of  Jehovah,  to  make  atonement  for  your  souls." 
The  particular  "  service,"  to  which  it  is  to  be  devoted,  is  not 
here  specified  :  but,  when  we  go  forward  to  the  actual  making 
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of  the  tabernacle,  and  to  the  actual  payment  of  the  half  shekels^ 
the  "service,"  oa  which  the  money  is  expended,  is  clearly 
specified,  in  a  subsequent  chapter,  as  follows  ;-* 

"  And  the  silver  of  them  that  were  numbered  of  the  congregatioft 
was  an  hnndred  talents,  and  a  thoasand  seven  hundred  and  three- 
score and  fifteen  shekels,  after  the  shekel  of  the  sanctnarj:  a 
bekah  for  every  man,  that  is,  half  a  shekel,  after  the  shekel  of  the 
sanctuary,  for  every  one  that  went  to  be  numbered,  Irom  twenty 
years  old  and  upward,  for  six  hundred  thousand  and  three  thousand 
and  five  htmdred  and  fifty  men.  And  of  the  hundred  talents  of 
silver  webs  cast  thIb  sockets  op  the  sanctuabt,  and  the  sockets 
of  the  vail ;  an  hundred  sockets  of  the  hundred  talents,  a  talent  for 
a  socket.  And  of  the  thousand  seven  hundred  seventy  and  five 
shekels  he  made  hooks  tor  the  pillars,  and  overlaid  tiieir  chapi- 
ters, and  filleted  them  "  (Exod.  38. 25-28). 

There  is  here  not  the  slightest  reference  to  "  Temple,"  nor  to 
"sacrifices."  The  silver  shekels  go  to  form  "sockets  for  the 
sanctuary,"  and  "hooks  for  its  pillars."  The  impost  is  not  an 
anmml  one,  to  provide  for  each  year's  "  expenses  of  worship  ": 
it  is  a  single,  and  unique,  exaction,  taken  when  Moses  numbers 
the  people,  and  its  consecration  is  expressly  recorded  to  have 
been  realised,  in  the  p'oviaion  of  silver  "  sockets  "  and  "  hooks  " 
for  the  sanctuary.  Wellhausen  shuts  his  eye  to  all  this,  and 
asks  his  reader  to  believe  that  these  half^shekels  were  "  directly  " 
intended  to  purchase  fixed  sacrifices,  when  the  people  came  back 
from  Babylon  I  It  is  seldom  that,  even  on  his  pages,  a  demon* 
stration,  of  such  mingled  -absurdity  .and  Audacity,  is  to  be 
found. 

We  may  note,  as  an  undesigned  corroboration  of  the  natural^ 
ness  of  the  sacred  use,  specified  in  Exod.  38.  26-^8,  a  similar 
narrative  of  "  atonements  for  our  souls,"  in  the  form  of  golden 
jewels,  being  brought  into  the  tabernacle,  to  be  "  to  the  children 
of  Israel  for  an  abiding  memorial  in  Jehovah's  presence."  When 
the  immense  spoil  of  Midian  was  captured,  part  of  it  was 

H  H  2 


Digiti 


zed  by  Google 


484  SANCTUARY  AND  SACRIFICE 

claimed,  as  consecrated  for  JehoTah,  and  its  disposal  is  thos 
described : — 

"We  have  therefore  brought  an  oblation  for  the  Lord,  what 
every  man  hath  gotten,  of  jewels  of  gold,  chainB,  and  bracelets, 
rings,  earrings,  and  tablets,  io  make  an  atonement  for  our  souls 
before  the  Lord.  And  Moses  and  Eleazar  the  priest  took  the  gold 
of  them,  even  all  wrought  jewels.  And  all  the  gold  of  the  offering 
that  they  offered  np  to  the  Lord,  of  the  captains  of  thousands,  and 
of  the  captains  of  hundreds,  was  sixteen  thousand  seven  hondred 
and  fiffy  shekels.  (For  the  men  of  war  had  taken  spoil,  eveiy  man 
for  himself.)  And  Moses  and  Eleazar  the  priest  took  the  gold 
of  the  captains  of  thousands  and  of  hundreds,  and  brought  it  into 
the  tent  of  meeting^  for  a  memorial  for  the  children  of  Israel 
before  the  Lord  "  (Num.  31  50-54). 

We  have  here  a  precisely  similar  conseo^on  (except  that  it 
is  gold,  instead  of  silver)  to  what  we  have  been  occnpied  with,  in 
Exodns.  Will  Wellhaosen  hold  that  this  Midianite  gold  went 
to  purchase  fixed  sacrifices,  when  the  people  returned  from 
Babylon ! 

(2)  We  have  said  enough  to  dispose  of  Wellhausen's  major 
premiss,  and,  therewith,  of  his  whole  argument  But  we  said 
there  were  two  independent  demolitions,  of  which  his  major 
premiss  was  susceptible.  The  other  is  this  :  Even  assume  that 
the  impost,  in  Exod.  30,  is  to  buy  the  fixed  sacrifices,  for  a  post- 
Exilic  Temple,  does  this  prove  that  voluntary  saeri/ices  trere 
forbidden^  under  the  arrangements  of  that  Temple  ?  It  affords 
"  not  the  faintest  trace  ^  of  such  proof.  The  people  might  be 
taxed  balf-a-shekel  each,  to  provide  for  their  fixed  national 
sacrifices,  but  this  is,  surely,  quite  compatible,  not  only  with 
the  existence  of  their  voluntary,  and  varying,  sacrifices,  but  even 
with  ^ess  latter  exceeding  the  fixed  sacrifices  tenfold  every 
year.  His  major  premiss  is,  therefore,  on  two  grounds,  a  per- 
fect hallucination. 

(3)  We  have  already  shown  that  his  minor  premiss  is  equally 
inconsequent,  inasmuch  as  the  Priestly  Code  gives  to  voluntary, 
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and  to  individaalistic,  sacrifices,  nnmidtakeable  prominence. 
What  becomes  of  a  sjUogism,  when  both  its  premisses  can 
thus  be  disgracefully  annihilated  ? 

(4)  It  is  hardly  worth  while  to  point  out  other  weaknesses, 
in  the  sentences  quoted.    But  his  pompous  utterances,  about 
"monarch"    and    "sovereign,"  are  very  open  to  mockery* 
{a)  He  says  the  putting  of  the  impost,  in  Exod.  30,  on  the 
shoulders  of  the  common  people,  "  can  only  be  explained  by  the 
fact  that  at  that  time  there  had  ceased  to  be  any  sovereign." 
We  beg  to  mount  the  "  Higher  Critic "  stilts,  for  a  moment, 
and  to  reply  :  "  It  can  only  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  at 
that  time  there  had  not  yet  arisen  any  sovereign."    Both 
statements  are  equally  good,  and  equally  gross,  caricatures  of 
criticism,    {h)  It  will  be  seen  that  he  here  maintains  fixed  and  ! 
"  regular  sacrifice,"  to  have  characterised  the  whole  period  of  ' 
"  the  kings  of  Judah."    But  the  essence  of  his  "  thesis  "  is  that , 
national  sacrifices  were,  during  that  period^  virtually  unknown :  I 
it  was  the  "  family,"  or  the  "  clan,"  that  sacrificed,  not  the  1 
"  universal  congr^ation,"  either  through  itself,  or  through  the  '; 
"  king."    This  fact  shows  how  impossible  it  is  to  keep  a  merely  ' 
imaginary  system  free  from  perpetual  self-contradiction,   (c)  He  | 
quotes  part  of  Ezek.  45,  as  if  it  contained  literal  sacrificial  re- 
gulations, to  be  observed  by  "  the  monarch  " :  he  knows  that 
that  chapter  lays  down,  with  equal  rigour,  other  regulations  for 
priests,  for  people,  and  for  "  monarch,"  which  no  human  in- 
genuity could  render  capable  of  literal  observance  in  Canaan. 
{d)  In  whatever  era  the  author  of  Exod.  30  may  have  lived, 
we  know  that  Ezekiel  wrote  his  Vision,  at  a  time  "  when  there 
had  ceased  to  be  any  sovereign.*'    And  if  he  "  published  "  that 
Vision  (as  our  author  pretends)  "  as  a  programme  for  the  re- 
stored theocracy, ^^  he  ought  to  have  known  that  he  was  "jot^Z>- 
lishing  "  for  a  period,  when  neither  "  sovereign^''  nor  ^* monarch  " 
would  again  bear  sway  in  Judah.    How  preposterous  to  entrust 
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the  chief  r^ulation  of  Israers  future  worship  to  a  "monarch," 
who  would  never  arise,  and  who,  even  while  the  prophet  wrote, 
had  become  an  official  of  the  past  I 

We  almost  feel  as  though  we  had  pursued  Wellhausen's 
**  Temple-tax  "  phantom  too  long.  The  Priestly  Code  will  not 
consent  to  be  moved  a  thousand  years  down  the  stream  of  time, 
merely  because  a  (jerman  author,  w?ien  in  a  dream,  mistook 
the  ** sockets**  and  ** hooks"  of  the  sanctuary  for  post-Baby- 
lonian sacrifices. 

"  Somnia  longa :  vita  brevis^    So  we  must  hurry  on. 

y.  The  fifth  scene,  in  his  Arcadian  dream,  was  that  he  saw 
all  previous  generations,  un-bound  by  "  statute  "  ;  he  saw  them 
shaping  the  sacrifices,  which  "  every  branch  of  life  "  suggested, 
as  they  pleased :  but,  as  the  ages  passed,  he  saw  a  FriesHst 
arise,  who  brought  this  happy  freedom  to  an  end ;  he  banished 
"  the  warm  pulse  of  life  "  from  sacrifice,  by  his  stem  r^ula- 
tions :  "  now  it  is  a  thing  of  statute " :  "  fl  manifoldness  of 
rites "  now  reigns :  "  technique  is  now  the  main  thing^  and 
strict  fidelity  to  rubric  '* :  woe  to  any  one  who  does  not  now 
*^  strictly  and  accurately  comply  with  the  restrictions  of  the 
ordinance  "  I 

Like  the  other  alleged  doings  of  the  Priestist,  this  one  also  is 
a  dream,  and  nothing  more.  Israel  was  bound  by  "  statutes  "  of 
worship,  far  back  as  we  can  trace  their  history.  (1)  Our  author 
believes  in  Ezekiel :  let  him  read  his  twentieth  chapter,  and 
he  will  find  emphatic  enforcement  of  the  truth,  that  God  gave 
Israel  His  "  statutes,"  and  His  "  judgments,"  not  when  they 
came  back  from  Babylon,  but  when  they  had  come  out  of 
Egypt  into  the  wilderness ;  and  that  these  "  statutes  "  plenti- 
fully concerned  worship,  as  their  very  object  was  to  give  them 
a  finer  service  than  *'  the  abominations  of  their  idols."  (2)  Our 
author  believes  in  Nehemiah  :  let  him  read  his  ninth  chapter, 
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and  he  will  find  that  he  occapies  the  same  stand-point  as 
Ezekiel :  he  looks  to  the  period  of  the  Exodus,  and  of  God^s 
"  coming  down  upon  Mount  Sinai,"  as  the  period,  when  His 
"  right  judgments  and  true  laws.  His  good  statutes  and  com- 
mandments," were  fundamentally  delivered  to  Israel.  (3)  Our 
author  believes  in  the  Jehovist :  he  says  he  legislated,  some  four 
centuries  before  Nehemiah  (though  Nehemiah  "  knows  nothing  " 
of  him  I) :  does  not  the  Jehovist  make  worship  a  matter  of 
"  statute  "  ?  will  he  allow  the  very  "  steps  of  the  altar  "  to  be 
as  the  offerer  pleases  ?  does  he  not  forbid,  by  "  statute,"  the 
very  ''  hewing  of  altar  stones  "  ?  does  he  not  fix,  by  "  statute," 
the  number,  and  the  seasons,  of  sacrificial  festivals  ?  Our 
author  says,  "  If  any  one  (under  the  Priestist)  in  the  f uLaess  of 
his  heart  had  offered  in  a  zebhach  shelamim  more  pieces  of  flesh 
than  the  ritual  enjoined,  it  would  have  been  the  worss  for 
him"  (p.  78).  To  which  we  reply,  "  If  any  one  (under  the 
Jehovist)  in  the  fulness  of  his  heart  had  kept  a  firstling  nine 
days,  instead  of  seven,  with  its  dam ;  or  if  he  had  kept  ten 
annual  festivals,  instead  of  three,  to  Jehovah  ;  or  if  he  had  left 
the  flesh  of  the  passover  all  night  until  the  morning,  U  would 
have  hem  the  worse  for  him'^  " Statute "  is  as  ineffaceably 
stamped  on  the  one  code,  as  it  is  on  the  other ;  and  our  author 
could  never  have  pronounced  a  divine  sacrificial  statute  impossi- 
ble till  after  the  Exile— if  he  had  not  been  in  Arcadia,  and 
dreaming.  (4)  He  often  points  to  1  Sam.  2.  12-17  :  is  it  not 
unspeakably  clear  there,  that  there  are  "  statutes "  about  the 
"burning  of  the  fat,"  and  about  the  after-consumpt  of  the 
sacrificial  "  flesh  "  ?  (5)  His  Jehovist  points  to  God  giving  to 
Abraham,  long  before  the  Exodus,  "  My  charge,  My  command- 
ments, i/y  statutes^  and  My  laws  *'  (Gen.  26.  5) :  is  it  conceiva- 
ble there  was  not  a  '•  statute  "  of  worship,  in  the  whole  ? 

VI.  Our  author  saw  also,  in  his  dream,  that  the  pre-Exilic 
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ages  were  verily  *'  the  good  days  of  old  ";  he  saw  every  altar  n 
scene  of  "  merrymaking  ";  **  our  banquets  for  all  sorts  of  occa- 
sions ^'  were  "  the  most  obvious  comparison  "  for  what  he  saw  ; 
^''the  ancient  offerings  wers  wholly  of  a  joyous  nature  ^^;  he 
heard  nothing  bat  ^^  music  and  song^  timbrels^  flutes^  and 
stringed  instruments^*  The  Friestist  came,  and  all  was 
changed :  all  "  natural  elements  '*  and  ^^ joyous  meals  "  were 
banished  now :  the  people  came  back  from  Babylon,  with  a 
"  neutral  shadow^^^  that  would  never  lift :  "  no  greater  contrast 
could  be  conceived  than  the  monotonous  seriousness  of  the 
so-called  Mosaic  worship  "  (i.e.  of  the  Priestly  Code), 

(1)  It  is  diflScult  to  realise  how  any  one,  with  t?ie  Code  before 
him^  could  pen  such  representations,  {a)  Why,  it  is  in  the 
Code,  and  in  the  Code  alone,  that  we  have  a  direct  prescription 
of  those  **  mealsy^  that  made  the  days  of  old  so  enjoyable !  (p)  It 
is  the  Code,  that  prescribes  one  of  the  grandest  of  sacrificial 
gatherings,  in  these /wn^^Z  (?)  words  :  "  And  ye  shall  take  you 
on  the  first  day  the  fruit  of  goodly  trees,  branches  of  palm 
trees,  and  boughs  of  thick  trees,  and  willows  of  the  brook : 

AND  YB  SHALL  EBJOICB  BBFOEB  THE  LORD  YOTTR  GOD  8EVEK 

days"  (Lev.  23.  40).  Does  that  look  like  ^^ monotonous 
seriousness  "  ?  Clearly,  our  author  had  not  seen  a  Priestly  In- 
gathering, in  his  dream,  (c)  It  is  strange  also  if  he  did  not 
hear  "  music,^^  under  the  Code ;  for  one  of  its  most  prominent 
ordinances  is  a  joyous  musical  celebration :  "  In  the  seventh 
month,  in  the  first  day  of  the  month,  shall  be  a  solemn  rest  unto 
you,  a  memorial  of  blowing  of  trumpets^  an  holy  convocation  " 
(Lev.  23.  24)  :  literally,  it  is  "  a  memorial  of  joyful  shouting^'* 
but  such  "shouting"  is  as  remote  from  "monotonous  serious- 
ness," as  are  the  "  trumpets."  (d)  We  have  the  "  trumpets  " 
indubitably,  and  the  Priestly  Sacrifices,  in  general,  associated' 
with  abundant  "  gladness,"  in  the  following  prescription  of  the 
Code :   "  Also  in  the  day  of  your  gladness,  and  in  your  set 
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feasts,  and  in  the  beginnings  of  your  months,  ye  shall  blow  mth 
the  trumpets  over  your  hurnt-offeringSy  and  over  the  sacrifices  of 
your  peace-offerings  /  and  they  shall  be  to  you  for  a  remem- 
brance before  your  God  :  I  am  the  Lord  your  God  "  (Num,  10. 
10).  By  what  words  could  "  (he  so-culled  Mosaic  tvorship  "  (so 
far  as  sacrifice  is  concerned)  have  been  more  comprehensively 
glanced  aty  than  in  that  verse  ?  and  was  it  possible  to  have 
described  that  worship  at  a  more  utter  remove  from  "  monO' 
tonous  seriousness  "  ? 

(2)  If  our  author's  transition, "  from  gay  to  grave,"  had  been 
a  reality,  and  not  a  dream,  we  ought  to  find  its  darker,  or 
graver,  side,  faithfully  reflected  in  post-Exilic  worship :  for  it  is 
*'  from  the  atmosphere  of  the  church  of  (he  second  Tmnple  that 
the  Priestly  Code  draws  its  breath  '*  (p.  82)  :  its  "  ordinances 
are  scrupulously  followed  by  the  post-Exilian  time'*  (p.  82). 
We  have  tested  his  sketch  by  the  Code :  we  shall  now  test  it  by 
the  history.  And  we  shall  be  so  fair  with  him  as  to  quote 
every  example  of  post^Exilio  worship,  which  the  historians 
present. 

(a)  What  then  do  we  find  in  Ezra  3  ?  The  first  half  of  the 
chapter  describes  the  setting  up  of  the  altar,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  the  daily,  monthly,  and  annual  sacrifices :  the  second 
half  describes  the  laying  of  the  foundation  of  the  Temple,  with 
its  priestly  accompaniments,  which  are  such  as  these :  ^'  they 
set  the  priests  in  their  apparel  with  trumpets^  and  the  Levites 
the  sons  of  Asaph  unth  cymbals  "  .•  **  they  sang  one  to  another  in 
praising  and  giving  thanks  unto  the  Lord  "  :  ^^  all  the  people 
shouted  unth  a  great  shout^  when  they  praised  the  liord  " :  "  the 
people  shouted  with  a  loud  shout,  and  the  noise  wa^  heard  afar 
off.''''  Is  that  one  of  the  scenes  of  "  monotonous  seriousness," 
which  our  author  saw,  in  vision  ? 

(b)  What  do  we  find,  some  twenty  years  later,  in  Ezra  6  ? 
The  Temple  is  now  finished,  and  we  are  told  of  the  spirit,  in 
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which  the  sacrifices,  at  its  dedication,  were  observed :  ^  And 
the  children  of  Israel,  the  priests  and  the  Levites,  and  the  rest 
of  the  children  of  the  Captivity,  kept  the  dedication  of  this 
house  of  God  with  joy.  And  thej  offered  at  the  dedication  of 
this  house  of  God  an  hondred  bullocks,  &c.*'  In  the  same 
chapter,  the  spirit,  in  which  thej  kept  the  passover,  is  com- 
memorated :  **  And  the  childi^n  of  Israel  .  .  .  didecU,  and 
laspt  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread  seven  days  wiihjoy;  for  the 
Lord  had  made  them  joyful^  and  had  turned  the  heart  of  the 
king  of  Assyria  unto  them/' 

{c)  What  do  we  find,  after  the  city  is  rebuilt,  and  the  cities 
of  Judah  are  inhabited,  in  Neh.  8  ?  Again,  '^  when  the  seventh 
month  was  come"  (7.  78),  the  people  "gathered  themselves  to- 
gether as  one  man ''  (8.  1)  to  Jerusalem,  and  Ezra  reads  the 
Book  of  the  Law  to  them  (8.  2-8)  ;  and,  throughout  the  seven 
days  of  the  feast  of  tabernacles,  "also  day  by  day,  from  the 
first  day  unto  the  last  day,  he  read  in  the  Book  of  the  Law  of 
God"  (8.  18).  With  what  feelings  are  these  memorable 
services  accompanied  ?  The  people  are  grief'Stricken^  when 
they  hear  the  words  of  a  Law,  which  has  been  so  dishonoured ; 
and  the  great  effort  of  Nehemiah,  and  of  Ezra,  and  of  the 
Levites,  has  to  be  to  get  them  to  banish  gloom  and  melancholyj 
and  to  engage  in  Jehovah's  service  teith  overflowing  joy !  "This 
day  is  holy  unto  the  Lord :  mourn  not  nor  weep  "  :  "  Go  your 
way,  eat  the  fat^  and  drink  the  sweety  and  send  portions  to  him 
for  whom  nothing  is  prepared" :  "And  all  the  people  went 
their  way  to  eat^  and  to  drinky  and  to  send  portions^  and  to  make 
great  mirth  "  (8.  9-12).  "  And  there  was  very  great  gladness  " 
(8. 17).  If  that  be  a  ^^ scrupulous  following"  of  the  Priestly 
Code,  in  what  crevice  of  the  narrative  can  the  "  monotonous 
seriousness  "  be  discerned  ? 

{d)  There  is  only  one  other  post-Exilic  sacrifice,  whose  style 
of  observance  is  commemorated.   After  the  city,  comes  the  city 
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wall ;  and  we  have  an  account  of  the  worship,  and  of  the 
sacrifices,  "at  the  dedication  of  the  wall  of  Jerosalem,"  in 
Neh.  12. 27-48.  What  were  the  spirit,  and  the  accompaniments, 
of  the  service  ?  "  They  sought  the  Levites  out  of  all  their 
places,  to  bring  them  to  Jerusalem,  to  keep  the  dedication  with 
gladnessy  both  tvith  thanksgivingSy  and  tvith  singing^  with 
cymbals^  psalteries,  and  with  ?iarps "  (12.  27) :  "  Then  I 
brought  up  the  princes  of  Judah  upon  the  wall,  and  appointed 
two  great  companies,  that  gave  thanks  and  w^it  in  procession  '^ 
(12.  31)  :  the  two  companies  perambulate  the  wall,  and  meet  in 
the  house  of  God  :  "And  the  singers  sarig  loud,  with  Jezrahiah 
their  overseer.  And  they  offered  great  sacrifices  that  day,  and 
refoiced;  for  God  had  made  them  rejoice  with  great  jag;  and  the 
women  also  and  the  children  rejoiced;  so  that  the  jog  of  Je- 
rusalem was  heard  even  afar  off'*  (12.  42,  43).  Strange  that 
not  an  echo  of  this  ^^  great  jog ^'^  and  ^^  singing,''^  and  clanging 
"  cymbals  "  and  ^^ psalteries j'*^  reached  Wellhausen,  in  his  dream ! 
We  say  advisedly  that,  though  the  post-Exilic  historians  had 
foreseen  Wellhausen's  pronouncement  on  the  ^^  monotomus 
seriousness^^  of  the  Priestly  Code,  and  had  arranged  their 
history  with  a  view  to  its  sure  refutation,  they  could  hardly 
have  annihilated  it,  with  more  overwhelming  emphasis  than 
they  have  done. 

(3)  Nay,  these  historians  have  covertly  made  the  very  kings 
of  Persia  "polemical"  against  Wellhausen.  For,  has  he  not 
told  us  that,  in  those  sacrifices,  which  have  "an  enormous 
importance  in  the  Priestly  Code  '*  (in  contrast  with  previous 
social  sacrifices),  "  everything  is  kept  far  out  of  sight  which 
could  recall  a  meal,  as,  for  example,  the  accompaniments  of 
meal  and  unne,  oil  and  saW  (p.  78)  ?•  The  absence  of  these 
"accompaniments"  indicates  the  non-social  character  of  the 
Code,  (a)  But  what  says  Darius  ?  "  Moreover  I  make  a 
decree    .    .    *    that  of  the  king's  goods    .    .    .    both  young 
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ballocks  and  rams  and  lambs,  for  bnrnt-offerings  to  the  God  of 
heaven,  wheats  $alty  tcine^  and  oily  according  to  the  word  of  the 
priests  which  are  at  Jemsalem,  shall  be  given  them  day  by  day 
without  fail"  (Ezra  6.  8,  9).  (b)  What  says  Artaxerxes? 
'^  And  I,  even  I  Artaxerxes  the  king,  do  make  a  decree,  to  all 
the  treasorers  which  are  beyond  the  river,  that  whateoever  Ezra 
the  priesty  the  scribe  of  the  Law  of  the  God  of  heaven,  shall  re- 
quire of  you,  let  it  be  done  with  aU  diligence,  unto  an  hundred 
talents  of  silver,  and  to  an  hundred  measures  of  wheats  and 
to  an  hundred  baths  of  winey  and  to  an  hundred  baths  of  oily 
and  salty  without  prescribing  how  much  "  (Ezra  7.  21,  22). 
These  kings  do  not  seem  to  have  realised  that  all  the  ^'ac- 
companiments," that  "  could  recall  a  meal,"  should  be  "  kept 
far  out  of  eighty'^  in  post-Exilic  sacrifices.  Clearly,  their 
reading  of  the  Priestly  Code  differed  from  Wellhausen's 
dreaming  of  it.  Not,  if  they  can  help  it,  will "  monotonous 
seriousness  "  reign,  in  post-Exilian  Judah. 

YII.  The  last  contrast,  which  our  author  dreamed  of, 
between  the  free  pre-Exilic  worshippers,  and  those  who  groaned 
under  the  Priestly  Code,  was  that  the  former  were  not 
burdened  by  any  reference  to  "  m,"  in  their  sacrifices  ;  it  was 
not  to  appease  any  "  incalculable  wrath  of  Gody^  that  they 
came  to  the  altar  ;  "  a  merrymaking  before  Jehovah  "  was  the 
whole  affair ;  **  an  underlying  reference  of  sacrifice  to  m, 
speaking  generally,  was  entirely  absent*^  The  Priestisty  on  the 
other  hand,  inaugurated  a  dark  era  of  sin,  and  wrath,  and 
bloody  atonement ;  to  the  "  service,  amid  all  its  diversities  of 
ritual,"  which  he  prescribes,  **a  continuously  underlying 
reference  to  sin  is  common  throughout^';  he  abolishes  the  era  of 
^'  special  purposes  and  occasions  of  sacrifice,"  and  inaugurates 
"  the  one  uniform  and  universal  occasion — that  of  sin ;  the  one 
uniform  and  universal  purpose — fh<U  of  propitiation,^^ 
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Anj  one,  with  but  a  limited  knowledge  of  Scripture,  and  of 
human  nature,  might  discern  the  foregoing,  on  the  mere  hearing 
of  it,  to  be  an  idle  Imagination*  We  have  already  animadvert- 
ed on  much  of  its  strangeness,  in  Chap.  II.  of  this  Part,  and  we 
need  not  here  repeat  ourselves.  Indeed,  if,  in  our  immediately 
preceding  paragraphs,  wo  have  proved  that  ^^  songs  *^  and 
^^  great  joy  "  and  "  ven/  great  gladness  "  may  be  characteristics 
pf  post-Exilic  sacrifices,  Wellhausen  would  hardly  care  to  pro- 
long the  battle  over  **  sin  ";  for  it  is  on  the  alleged  absence  of 
these  characteristics  from  th^  Code,  that  he  founds  his  doctrine, 
that  the  Code  is  everywhere  occupied,  almost  exclusively,  with 
^^sin":  and,  when  the  foundation  is  gone,  he  can  maintain 
little  practical  interest  in  the  super-structure.  Yet  it  may  not 
be  out  of  place  to  add  a  few  words  of  additional,  and  indepen- 
dent, criticism  on  this  romantic  "  thesis  " — specially,  as  the 
treatment  of  "  sin  "  and  "  wrath,"  in  the  divine  economy,  must 
have  a  fundamental  interest,  for  all  who  believe  in  one  un- 
alterable scheme  of  redemption^  from  Adam's  Fall  till  now. 

(1)  He  does  not  base  his  thesis  on  any  support,  which 
either  branch  of  it  can  derive,  from  direct  declarations  of 
Scripture.  We  have  found  this  to  be  an  unfailing  characteris- 
tic of  every  discovery,  which  he  achieves.  Scripture  "  knows 
nothing  "  of  them.  Certainly,  there  is  no  fragment,  either  of 
statement,  or  of  implication,  that  sacrifice  had  no  association 
with  "  sin,"  till  after  Jerusalem  was  in  ruins.  There  is  no  an- 
nouncement that  all  pre-.Exilic  ages  could  come  Wore  God,  like 
the  Pharisee  in  the  parable,  merely  ^^  thanking  Him  that  they 
were  not  as  other  nations  wore";  and  that  it  was  only  on  the 
remnant,  that  came  back  from  Babylon,  that  the  sense  of  *'*'  sin  " 
began  to  weigh,  inducing  them,  like  the  publican,  to  associate 
sacrifice  with  the  prayer, "  God  be  propitiated  to  me,  the  sinner." 
Wellhausen's  thesis,  practically,  presupposes  successive  genera- 
tions of  Enochsy  who  were  always  " walking  with  Oodj"*  whose 
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religion  was  always  "  tranfffiffuring  and  ghrifying  th^  heights 
and  depths  of  their  dotty  li/e^^^  who  never  ftuled  in  due  sacri- 
ficial consecration  of  the  *^  oceasions  presented  by  the  vicissitudes 
of  individual  and  social  life  ":  it  is  jnst  an  amplification,  with 
suitable  variations,  of  Ovid's — ^^Aurea  prima  sata  est  aHasJ* 
But  Scripture  does  not  supply  this  picture:  it  makes  Enoch  a 
moral  miracle,  even  in  his  early  age,  who  was  surrounded  by 
"  giants  in  wickedness,"  and  whose  **  walk  "  was  so  exceptional, 
that  it  was  rewarded  with — "  God  took  him."  Scripture  re- 
presents "  a// /f«A  m  corrupting  iheiar  teay'';  ^  every  imagi- 
nation of  the  thmight  of  their  heart  as  being  evU  ";  even  His 
chosen  Israel  as  ^'  rejecting  His  statutes^  and  His  covenant  that 
He  made  with  their  fathers^  and  His  testimonies  that  He  testi- 
fied unto  them^''  as  ^^  stealing ^  murdering^  and  committing 
adultery^  and  swearing  falsely,  and  burning  incense  unto  Baal, 
and  walking  after  other  gods  whom  they  had  not  known**  The 
notion  that  generations  of  such  worshippers  were  adepts  at 
making  religion  "  the  blossom  and  the  fruit  of  every  branch 
of  life,'''  and  that  they  never  needed  the  slightest  ^^  underlying 
reference  to  sin,"  in  all  their  sacrificial  services,  is  so  prepos* 
terous,  that  it  might  quite  safely  be  repudiated  off-hand : 
neither  Scripture,  nor  probability,  gives  it  an  atom  of  support. 
Neither  do  they  lend  the  remotest  countenance  to  the  notion 
that,  for  the  first  time,  sin  began  to  be  felt  as  an  oppressive 
burden,  and  that,  for  the  first  time,  sacrifice  began  to  be  pro- 
pitiatory, when  Cyrus  sent  the  dispirited  exiles  home  from 
Babylon.  ,Sin  was  present,  in  uncounted  forms,  and  as  the 
deepest  and  never-failing  occasion  of  sacrifice,  from  Cain  and 
Abel  downwards.  Our  author's  thesis  is  thus  not  only  un- 
supported, but  is  most  significantly,  and  most  manifoldly, 
discredited,  by  the  contents  of  Scripture. 

(2)  We  often  find  that  our  author  is  as  "  polemical "  against 
himself,  as  against  Scripture.    And  we  seem  to  find  this  h^:e 
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again.  There  are  two  pre-suppositions,  on  his  previous  poges, 
which  do  not  seem  to  consort  very  readily  with  his  doctrine  of 
"  sin  "  and  "  propitiation,"  which  we  are  at  present  considering. 
He  is  not  now  dreaming  for  the  first  time :  in  the  coarse  of 
Chap.  VIII.  of  this  Part,  tre  "remarked  that  he  has  two 
Arcadian  dreams,  the  one  we  are  now  interpreting,  and  the 
other  occupying  pp.  61-63.  Now,  if  he  is  to  be  a  reliable 
guide,  the  "  two  "  dreams,  like  Pharaoh's,  must  be  "  one."  But 
tbey  hardly  stand  this  test.  We  find  two  collisions  between 
them,  as  regards  the  matter  now  under  review.  In  the  present 
dream,  we  are  finding  him  declare  that  propitiation,  speaking 
generally,  was  "  entirely  absent "  from  pre-Exilic  sacrifices,  and 
that  it  was  established  into  prominence,  only  after  the  Exile. 
But,  in  the  previous  dream,  he  told  us  that  propitiation  was 
included,  as  a  realised  aim,  in  all  sacrifices  from  the  first.  We 
again  quote  his  words  : 

"  Ab  regards  the  distinction  between  bloodless  and  bloody  offer- 
ings, the  latter,  it  is  well  known,  are  preferred  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment, bat,  strictly  speaking,  the  former  also  hcwe  the  same  value 
and  the  8a/me  efficacy.  The  incense-offering  is  represented  as  A 
means  of  propitiation  (Lev.  16;  Num.  17.  12  [A.V.  16.  4-7]),  so 
also  are  the  ten  thousands  of  rivers  o^  oil  figuring  between  the 
thousands  of  rams  and  the  human  sacrifice  in  Micah  6.  That  the 
cereal  offering  is  never  anything  but  an  accompaniment  of  the 
animal  sacrifice  is  a  rule  which  does  not  hold,  either  in  the  case 
of  the  shewbread  or  in  that  of  the  high  priest's  daily  mincJiah  ^ 
(Lev.  6. 13  [A.V.  20] ;  Neh.  10.  35). 

It  will  be  observed  that  "  the  samk  efficacy "  is  here,  not 
loosely,  but  "  steictly,  speaking,"  attributed  to  all  sacrifices, 
throughout  pre-Exilic  time ;  and  that  the  special  "efficacy "  of 
their  being  "  a  means  of  pbopitiation  "  is  claimed  for  "  in- 
cense," for  "  rivers  of  oil,"  and  for  "  the  cereal  offering  "  (apart 
fi-om  "  the  animal  sacrifice ").  Now,  if  even  "  meal "  and 
^'oil"  were  thus  habitually  attaining  to  "propitiation,"  what 
is  the  use  of  telling  us,  in  the  second  dream,  that  reference  to 
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"sin"  was,  practically,  "entirely  absent,"  in  all  pre-Exilic 
sacrifioes?  His  admission,  in  the  quotation  we  have  made^ 
opens  an  ample  door  for  the  plentiful  multiplication  of  offer* 
ings  for  "  sin,"  throughout  pre-Exilic  time — a  multiplication, 
which,  we  have  shown,  exactly  met  the  requirements  of  Jew 
and  Gentile*  Under  that  admission,  Gain  might  have  been 
seeking  "propitiation  "  with  his  "  fruit,"  as  well  as  Abel  with 
his"fir8tlmg8." 

(3)  We  said  there  were  two  seeming  contrasts,  as  regards  the 
matter  in  hand,  between  the  two  dreams.  On  the  same  page 
as  we  have  last  quoted  from,  Wellhausen  expatiates  on  the 
extraordinary  Semitic  veneration  for  "blood,"  as  containing 
"  the  substance  of  the  life."  It  \&  well  known  that  the  sacri* 
ficial  Law  establishes  a  very  jealous  prohibition  of  the  "eating 
of  blood,"  because  "  the  life  of  the  flesh  is  in  it,"  and  because 
"  God  has  given  it  on  the  altar  to  make  atonement ":  and  it  is 
equally  known  that  this  prohibition  is  not  made  to  originate  at 
the  ExUe^  nor  with  Moses,  but  in  Noah's  day.  What  proof, 
then,  can  our  author  give  that  "atonement  by  blood"  was  not 
a  recognised  institute,  from  the  first  f  He  cannot  give  the 
slightest.  He  admits  the  existence  of  what  is  a  natural  conse^ 
quence  of  such  an  institute,  viz.,  the  sanctity,  with  which  blood 
was  r^arded,  and  the  ^^  religious  scruple^''  that  was  felt  at 
shedding  it :  he  does  not  say  that  this  sanctity,  and  this  scruple, 
arose  at  the  Exile,  he  says  they  characterised  "  the  ancient 
Semites "  (p.  63) :  they  regarded  life,  whose  substance  was 
blood,  as  ^^  having  something  mysterious  and  divine  about  it; 
they  felt  a  certain  religious  scruple  about  destroying  it^^ 
(p.  63).  Whence  this  veneration  ?  The  fact  that  blood  had 
been,  all  along^  the  recognised  symbol  of  propitiation,  is  a 
natural,  and  sufficing,  explanation.  Wellhausen  can  neither 
disprove  this  cause,  nor  prove  any  other.  His  statement, 
therefore,  that  propitiatioii  begame  prominent,  only  after  the 
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Exile,  is  not  only  quite  imaginary,  bat  does  not  fit  in  well  with 
his  own  emphatic  enforcement  that  ^'  the  oatpooring  and  sprink* 
ling  of  blood  was  in  all  sacrifices  a  rite  of  conspicuous  import^ 
ance  "  (p.  63).    We  seem  left  with  an  effect,  without  a  cause. 

(4)  We  will  now  add  that  it  is  the  almost  inevitable  in- 
ference, from  the  phraseology,  and  from  the  representations,  of 
Scripture,  that  all  animal  sacrifices,  notably  the  burnt-offerings, 
had  propitiation,  as  one  of  their  objects,  from  the  first,   (a)  The 
recognition  of  chattath  and  ashamy  as  special  forms  of  expiation, 
does  not  prevent  other  animal  sacrifices  being  expiatory  too : 
Ezekiel  certainly  recognises  chattath  and  ashamy  yet  he  assigns 
^'  to  make  atonement  for  them  (saith  the  Lord  €rod)  "  (46. 15), 
>BS  a  result  of  minchahy  of  ^olahy  and  of  shelamim.    (b)  Levi- 
ticus minutely  details  chattath  and  ash^My  yet  it  associates 
"atonement"  with  the  ^olah  also,  "it  (the  ^olah)  shall  be 
accepted  for  him  to  make  atonement  for  him "  (Lev.  1.  4). 
(c)  Sacrifices  are  generalised  by  'oteA,  in  Ezra  3.  3-6,  and  6.  9, 
«uid  by  zabhachy  in  4.  2,  and  6.  3, 10  ;  but  we  see,  from  6.  17, 
that  this  does  not  prevent  chattath   being   known    to   the 
writer,     (d)   Similarly,   in    Ezra    8.  35,   one   hundred   and 
eighty-five    animals    are    sacrificed    as    ^olothy    and    twelve 
as   a   c?hattathy   and    the    whole    are    immediately    general- 
ised, as    ^olahy    "all    this    was    a    ^olah   unto    Jehovah." 
(e)  Nehemiah  certainly  knew  of  cJiattathy  but,  when  he  de- 
scribes all  Israel  as  gathered  to  Jerusalem,  and  offering  "  great 
sacrifices,*'  he  generalises  them  all  as  zebhachim  (12.  43).    The 
fact,  that  these  generalisations  B,re  post'ExiliCy  strengthens  their 
significance,  as  against  Wellhausen :  we  found  similar  generali- 
sations, in  the  Priestly  Code  itself:    and,  combined,  these 
generalisations  prove  the  utter  wantonness  of  the  pretence,  that 
no  ^^  propiiiatory  "  offerings  were  included,  when  it  is  so  often 
recorded,    in    pre-Exilic   history,  that  ^olothy  or  'oloth   and 
zebhachiniy  were  presented  to  Jehovah.    According  to  Well- 
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haosen,  Noah  coald  come  out  of  the  ark,  and  see  a  d^olated 
world,  88  the  fruit  of  "  sin  "  ;  yet  he  was  "  wholly  joyous  '* ; 
even  an  underlying  reference  to  sin  was  '*  entirely  absent ''  from 
the  sacrifice  he  offered.  According  to  Wellhausen,  Gideon  and 
Manoah  could  see  Ood's  anger  burning  fiercely  against  Israel, 
and  utter  mis^  overspreading  the  land,  on  account  of  "  sin  *'; 
and  yet  they  were  ^wholly  joyous'*'*',  even  an  underlying 
reference  to  sin  was  "  entirely  absent^*  from  the  sacrifices  they 
offered.  According  to  Wellhausen,  David,  at  Araunah's  thresh- 
ing fioor,  mi^t  know  of  seventy  thousand  of  Israel,  struck  dead 
for  his  "  sin  "  ;  he  could  cry  in  anguish,  ^  Lo^I  have  sinned^ 
and  I  have  done  perversely,"  and  he  could  vow  a  sacrifice, 
"  that  the  plague  may  he  stayed'*^:  and  yet  throughout  he  was 
*'^  wholly  joyous'*'* \  even  an  underlying  reference  to  sin  was 
"entirely  absent*^  from  the  sacrifices  he  offered.  Credat 
Arras  ! 

(5)  We  have  offered  the  foregoing  comments,  because  of  the 
inherent  importance  of  the  subject,  rather  than  in  reply  to  any 
serious  arguments,  put  forth  by  Wellhausen.  And,  r^;uming 
now  from  these  rejoinders,  which  his  un-supported  dogmatism 
hardly  merited,  we  have  to  repeat  that  his  only  proof  that 
"  sin  "  (as  the  occasion),  and  "  propitiation  "  (as  the  object),  of 
sacrifice,  are  mainly  post-Exilic,  is  the  allied  extinction  of 
"y(?y,"  and  the  alleged  establishment  of  "  monotonous  serious- 
nessy''  by  the  Priestly  Code.  But,  so  far  from  joy  being 
extinguished,  we  have  made  the  post-Exilic  "cymbals,**  and 
"psalteries,"  clang  with  such  a  tumultuous  noise,  as  might 
awake  any  dreamer  1  If  "  propitiation  "  and  "  joy  "  are  income 
paMbUy  then  the  Priestly  Code  Jroums  upon  "  the  one  uniform 
and  universal  purpose  of  sacrifice — that  of  propituition  " ;  for 
that  Code  fosters  abundant  joy!  It  multiplies  the  people's 
shelamim^  and  multiplies  their  ^^ meals'*'* ;  and  it  bids  th^n,  in 
the  days  of  their  gladness,  "  blow  unth  the  trumpets  over  their 
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burnt-offerings^  and  over  their  peace-offerings.'^  No  one  can 
doabt  that  the  psalmist  is  founding  on  that  Code,  when  he  cries 
**  Sing  aloud  unto  (Jod  our  strength  :  make  a  jot/ful  noise  unto 
the  God  of  Jacob.  Take  up  the  psalm,  and  bring  hither  the 
timbrel,  the  pleasant  harp  with  the  psaltery.  Blow  up  the 
trumpet  in  the  rmu  moony  at  the  full  moon,  on  our  solemn 
feast-day.  For  it  is  a  statute  for  Israel,  an  ordinance  of  the 
God  of  Jacob  "  (Ps.  81. 1-4).  If  our  author  could  prove  that 
sacrificial  joy  was  even  a  more  marked  pre-Exilic  characteristic 
than  he  can,  he  would  not  be  advancing  himself  a  hairs- 
breadth  in  the  proof,  that  the  Priestly  Code  was  not  then 
reigning,  and  regulating.  That  Code  can  allow  "  verg  great 
gladness ''  to  a  Solomon,  or  to  a  Joaiab,  as  readily  as  to  an  Ezra, 
or  to  a  Nehemiah. 

(6)  Our  concluding  remark,  on  this  topic,  is  that,  instead  of 
being  repelled  by  the  combination,  which  we  have  demonstrated 
to  exist  in  the  Priestly  Code,  we  should  welcome  that  combina- 
tion, as  natural  and  reasonable,  in  the  extreme.  A  moment's 
reflection  might  convince  Wellhausen  that  ^'  propitiation  *'  and 
"  joy,"  so  far  from  being  incompaUbls,  form  one  of  the  most 
pleasing  conjunctions,  that  human  experience  can  supply.  Did 
he  never  read  the  opening  of  the  32nd  Psalm  ?  The  writer, 
there,  is  so  transported  with  joy,  that  he  breaks  out  abruptly, 
^^  Oh,  the  blessedness  1 "  (which  I  am  contemplating).  And 
what  is  that  *^  blessedness  ^'  ?  It  is  the  blessedness,  founded  on 
^^ propitiation,^'' — the  blessedness  of  "the  man  whose  trans- 
gression \&  forgiven,  and  whose  sin  is  covered.^*  Let  him  ponder 
the  22nd  Psalm  :  there,  the  depths  of  misery  lead  straightway  on 
(when  the  propitiation  has  been  made)  to  the  heights  of  tri- 
umph: "Why  hast  Thou  forsaken  me?  Many  bulls  have 
compassed  me:  lam  poured  out  like  water":  and  straight- 
way, "  I  will  declare  Thy  name  unto  my  brethren :  of  Thee 
cometh  my  praise  in  the  great  cougr^ation."   We  have  a  similar 
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coDJuDction,  or  snccession,  in  the  69th  Psalm,  and  in  several 
others.  The  51st  Psalm  opens  with  an  overwhelming  sense  of 
sin  and  gnilb,  but  it  represents  ^^ propitiation^^''  as  leading 
straightway  on  to  the  ^*' restoring  of  the  joy  of  Thy  salvation," 
and  this  "  joy,"  as  realising  itself,  in  ^^^  offering  bullocks  on  Thine 
altar '^  In  prophecy,  Isa,  53  describes  the  servant  of  Jehovah, 
as  ^'  despised  and  rejected  of  men,"  and  '^  bearing  the  chastise- 
ment of  our  peace,"  but,  before  it  ends,  it  has  Him  "  prolonging 
His  days,"  and  "  dividing  the  spoil  with  the  strong." 

Such  passages  are  almost  perfect  ancUogies  to  the  sacrifices  of 
the  Priestly  Code.  That  Code  does  not  prescribe  sin-offerings, 
to  be  always  offered  by  themselves :  it  illustrates  sin-offerings, 
and  burnt-offerings,  and  peace-offerings,  being  offered  simiU- 
taneously:  and  it  is  ^  expiatioTis^  going  brforSj  that  render 
most  deeply  enjoyable,  the  "  meals,"  and  the  "  songs,"  that  may 
follow.  Our  author  starts  at  the  thought  of  "  propitiation," 
and  thinks  all  must  be  gloom,  and  ^'  monotonous  seriousness  "; 
anything  like  freedom,  and  "  joy,"  must  be  "  far  as  the  east  is 
from  the  west "  from  such  a  sacrifice  :  Instead  of  that,  "  pro- 
pitiation," and  "  joy,"  are  "  two  whom  God  (and  the  Priestly 
Code)  have  joined  together,"  and  whom  no  short-sighted 
dreamer  may  dare  to  "  put  asunder."  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
sprinkling  of  blood  going  first,  and  giving  a  basis  for  the  joy 
of  atonement,  some  of  the  most  exuberant  of  Temple  songs 
would  never  have  been  pealed,  some  of  the  most  blissful  of 
Temple  meals  would  never  have  been  eaten.  Will  our  author 
tell  us  that  the  early  Christians  never  lay  in  sack-cloth  and 
ashes,  because  they  are  described  as  habitually  ^^  eating  their 
bread  with  gladness,  and  singleness  of  heart"?  orthatPauFs 
converts  knew  nothing  of  penitence,  and  of  persecution,  because 
he  bids  them  "  rejoice  in  the  Lord  alway,  and  again  he  says, 
rejoice"?  Will  he  tell  us  that  the  jailor  could  not  "  cry  trem- 
bling," and  "  rejoice  believing,"  in  the  same  night  ?  or  that 
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the  oppressed  of  Pharaoh  could  not  "eat  bitter  herbs,"  and 
glorj  in  emancipation,  at  the  same  Exodus  ?  or  that  an  Israel- 
ite could  not  present  a  chattathj  and  then,  "  rejoice  with  a  joy 
unspeakabhy^  on  the  same  sacrificial  occasion  ?  He  may  tell 
us  these  things,  but  he  can  only  do  m— while  he  stays  in  Ar- 
cadia, and  dreams. 

VIII.  We  have  thus  taken  a  very  deliberate,  and  patient, 
survey  of  the  seven  scenes,  into  which  we  analyse  the  Arcadian 
dream.  Having  done  so,  we  find  only  one  other  significant 
circumstance  to  notice,  which  is  that,  in  the  closing  sentences 
of  his  chapter  on  Sacrifice,  Wellhausen  names  "  the  Christian 
Church.'*^  And  the  mention  is  very  suggestive.  He  says  that 
the  marvellous  evolution,  whose  imaginariness  and  ineptitudes 
we  have  just  b^n  illustrating,  had  its  fitting  culmination,  in 
the  system,  which  Jesus  inaugurated.  It  is  reaUy  quite  im- 
material into  what  Umbus  he  describes  his  evolution,  as  lapsing  ; 
for  it  is  an  evolution  which  never  b^an,  which  never  went 
forward,  and  which  never  ended  ;  he  only  dreamed  it.  Still  it 
may  well  give  his  admirers  pause,  if  they  realise  what  is  meant 
by  ending  his  evolution  in  the  New  Testament  dispensation. 
Here  is  his  missing  link  between  the  Old  Testament  and  the 
New : — 

"  The  worship  receives,  so  to  speak,  an  abstract  religions  cha- 
racter ;  it  separates  itself  in  the  first  instance  from  daily  life,  and 
then  absorbs  the  latter  by  becoming,  strictly  speaking,  its  proper 
business.  The  conaequencea  for  the  futwre  were  momentous.  The 
Mosaic  *  congregation  *  is  the  mother  of  the  Christian  ch/wrch ;  the 
Jews  were  the  creators  of  thai  idea  "  (p.  81). 

There  is  such  a  fine  aroma  of  certitude,  and  of  sublimity, 
about  these  forms  of  expression,  as  is  very  apt  to  be  impressive. 
But  when,  apart  from  the  general  sense  of  awe,  we  ask,  w?iat 
in  the  world  do  they  mean  f  the  result  is  very  disappointing. 
We  have  spread  out  Wellhausen's  evolution  (with*  almost  more 
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carefnlness  than  he  does  himself)  under  a  seven-fold  division  ; 
and  we  confess  ourselves  qnite  at  a  loss  to  see  how  it  connects, 
in  anj  inteUigible,  or  slightest,  manner,  with  the  Christian  dis- 
pensation«  We  have  seen  what  ^^the  Mosaic  congregation^*'' 
with  him,  means :  It  means  a  post-Exilic  fossil,  ^^  in  which  the 
warm  pulse  of  life  no  longer  throbbed^':  It  means  a  herd  of 
fonnalistB,  utterly  bereft  of  "  spontaneifgy'"  and  shut  up  to  "  /? 
manifoldness  of  rites*':  It  means  a  ghostly  gathering,  who 
appear  only  as  "ww  abstract  entity**  and  whose  worship  is 
"  mainly  ideal** i  It  means  an  absent  congregation,  who  need 
not  leave  their  homes,  and  whose  ^'  sacred  action  came  to  be 
retjifrded  as  essentially  perfedy  in  being  performed  by  the 
priest,  even  though  no  one  was  present**:  It  means  a  body  of 
worshippers,  that  cannot  sanctify  the  ^^individualising  occa- 
sions **  of  life,  but  have  to  realise  that  "  life  and  worship  have 
fallen  apart**:  It  means  a  congr^ation,  that  has  had  to  ex- 
change ^^merrymaking**  for  ^^ monotonous  seriousness**:  It 
means  a  church,  that  resembles  a  dead  body  without  a  living 
spirit,  "/Ae  soul  was  fled, — the  shell  remained.**  If  such  a 
farrago  of  imaginary  discomforts  be  "^  mother  of  the 
Christian  church**  we  fear  a  great  many  will  wish  to  be  un- 
churched: certainly  ^^the  consequences  will  be  momerUous** 
The  true  relation  of  "  the  Christian  church  "  to  Judaism  is  for 
other  than  Wellhausen  dreams.  We  saw,  in  Part  I.,  how  his 
evolution  of  the  "  One  Sanctuary  "  was  evolutio  a  non  evolvendo: 
it  began  with  completion,  and  it  ended  with  the  germ:  it  began 
with  nomads,  realising  the  One  God's  Omnipresence,  and  their 
freedom  to  worship  Him  everywhere  (the  very  truth,  which 
Jesus  proclaimed  at  Jacob's  well)  ;  and  it  ended  with  the 
rigorous  enforcement,  that  "God  can  be  worshipped  in  one 
place  only."  It  is  the  same  with  his  evolution  of  sacrifice  :  It 
begins  with  perfection,  with  saints  that  sanctify  the  "  individua- 
lising occasions "  of  life,  and,  like  Enoch,  "  walk  with  G<k1," 
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with  saints  that  "  stand  fast  in  their  liberty  *'  and  "  rejoice  in 
the  Lord  alway  ";  And  it  ends  in  death,  in  a  church  that  has 
become  "an  abstract  entity,"  worshipping  by  "deputation," 
glued  to  "  technique,"  unable  to  connect  "  life  and  worship." 

In  calling  such  an  evolution  a  "  dream,"  and  one  of  the  most 
preposterous  dreams  that  was  ever  related,  we  are  not  only 
using  what  seems  the  most  appropriate  word,  but  we  are  merely 
borrowing  the  word  from  Wellhausen.  He  calls  traditionalists 
worse  than  "  dreamers,"  if  they  hold  by  the  monstrous  principle, 
that  Isaiah,  or  Hosea,  could  conceive  of  God,  as  issuing  a  sacri- 
ficial command ;  for  he  says  that  ^^  never  oncey'*  even  in  wildest 
^^ dreamy^  could  these  prophets  contemplate  such  an  awful 
thing.  We  will  not  be  so  extreme  with  himself :  we  think  an 
ordinary  "  dream  "  is  quite  sufficient  to  explain  his  unmitigated 
rhapsodies  about  the  Priestly  Code. 
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CONCLUSION. 


WE  have  now  dealt  with  ^'Wellhausen  on  Sacrifice,"  with 
the  same  fearlessness  as  (and  with  even  more  f olness 
than)  we  accorded  to  "Wellhausen  on  the  One  Sanctuary." 
Our  verdict  is,  practically,  identical,  in  both  instances.  He 
makes  out  "  not  the  faintest  trace "  of  proof y  for  his  main 
positions.  His  pages  resemble  nothing  more  closely  than  a 
succession  of  revelations  from  dreamland.  It  is  difScult  to 
realise  any  one,  with  his  "  eyes  waking,"  looking  at  the  Law, 
and  at  the  History,  and  at  the  Prophecy,  and  especially  at  the 
Priestly  Code,  and  so  utterly  distorting  them,  as  our  author 
does.  No  one  will  charge  us  with  using  such  serious  words, 
without  having  professed  to  offer  the  plainest,  and  most  multi- 
plied, vindications  of  them.  Neither  will  any  one  charge  us 
with  criticising  our  author,  behind  his  back ;  for  we  have 
transferred  to  our  own  pages,  in  exact  and  exhaustive  quotation, 
his  every  position,  which  we  have  assailed. 

The  points,  raised  by  Wellhausen,  cannot  possibly  be  regarded 
as  trivial,  or  as  subsidiary.  They,  practically,  confront  us  with 
the  alternatives — Is  our  Old  Testament  a  succession  of  reliable 
records?— or.  Is  it  a  bundle  of  impudent,  and  discredited, 
inventions  ?  We  have  not  entered  on  discussion,  as  to  whether 
a  theological  respect  for,  and  a  theolc^cal  benefit  from,  the 
Old  Testament,  be  compatible  with  an  acceptance  of  his  con- 
clusions :  we  have  observed  that  demonstrative  assertions  of 
this  compatibility  are  generally  received,  with  a  significant  leer. 
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by  the  critical  Oallio,  and  we  cannot  think  that  the  critical 
Gallio  iB  wrongs  A  recent  volume,  with  a  notable  affec- 
tation of  ^^  Lux^\  was  fain,  on  this  topic,  to  execute  a 
somewhat  helpless  retreat  into  " Flux'*  But  there  may 
be  times,  when  ^^Flux^^  is  treason.  If  you  try  to  fuse 
"  Christ "  and  "  circumcision,"  "  neither  we,  nor  an  angel  from 
heaven  "  (says  Paul),  dare  do  so  :  if  you  try  to  make  "  God's 
truth  abound,"  through  **  lies  "  and  "  evil,"  the  same  censor 
says,  ^'  your  condemnation  is  just ":  and,  if  he  could  be  asked 
whether  his  God  could  possibly  have  patronised,  and  inspired, 
Wellhausen's  "  redactorsy^  we  cannot  think  that  a  fresh  "  Ana- 
thema "  would  be  far  from  his  lips.  We  have  not  sought,  how- 
ever, to  weigh  the  theological  value  of  Wellhausen's  conclusions  ; 
our  exclusive  occupation  has  been  in  assailing  the  truth  j  and  the 
warrantalleness  of  the  definite  positionSy  which  he  successively  pro* 
pounds.  We  have  not  aimed  at  instructing  the  Bible  student 
that  his  faith  may  remain  sure  and  comforting,  although  all 
Wellhausen's  speculations  were  established ; ,  we  have  aimed  at 
instructing  him  that  the  bulk  of  these  speculations  may  safely  be 
cast  "  as  rubbish  to  the  void  " — that  they  are  an  all  too  faithful 
following  of  the  "  many  false  and  uncertain  steps,"  which  (as 
the  editor  of  the  Encychpadia  Britannica  assured  us)  his  pre- 
decessorsy  in  "  historical  criticism,"  had  left  as  an  example.  We 
have  taken,  as  samples,  his  speculations  on  '^  Sanctuary,"  and 
on  "  Sacrifice  " :  we  have  taken  these,  because  he  presents  them 
first,  and  because  they  present  such  a  multitude  of  crucial  tests 
of  his  trustworthiness,  as  a  critic,  that  no  reader  need  plead 
insuflSciency  of  material,  for  coming  to  a  decision.  The  errors, 
charged  throughout  our  pages,  have  been  so  numerous,  and  so 
glaring,  as  to  put  the  ^'  Higher  Criticism,"  as  represented  in  its 
most  admired  champion,  quite  effectually  on  its  trial.  At  the 
same  time,  there  would  be  no  diflSculty  whatever,  ia  prolonging 
the  charge ;  for  his  speculations  on  "  Feasts,"  and  on  "  Priests,'* 
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and  on  "Tithes,"  in  his  chapters  which  immediatdj  foUow 
can  be  shown  to  be  of  the  same  reckless,  and  nn-auihoritati?e, 
kind,  as  those,  with  which  this  volume  deals. 

In  assailing  his  specnlations,  our  only  weapon  has  been  a  fair, 
and  independent,  comparison  of  his  pages  with  those  pages  of 
Scripture,  which  ihqr  profess  to  expoond.  If  the  fetchers-and- 
carriers,  who  "walk  under  his  huge  legs,''  seem  sometimes 
afraid  of  contact  with  them,  we  have  not  dealt  vrith  their 
alarms :  "  he  has  been  set  up  as  our  guide  in  the  EncydejHPdia 
Britannica  "  (as  Mr.  Gladstone  truly  says),  and  such  a  would-be 
national  tribute  justifies  a  primary  dealing  with  himself.  If  an 
unbroken  tradition,  through  Jew  and  (jentile,  for  twenty  cen- 
turies, and  a,  practically,  unanimous  consent  of  all  the  Churches' 
Symbols,  might  be  urged  agaiust  his  views,  we  have  not  sought 
one  iota  of  help  from  such  auxiliaries ;  we  have  not  made  a 
single  appeal  to  Church  Authority.  If  the  doctrine  of  Divine 
Inspiration,  if  the  fact  that "  holy  men  of  old  spake  as  they  were 
borne  along  by  the  Holy  Ghost,"  is  hardly  reconcileable  with 
his  views,  we  have  not  founded  on  such  considerations  either ; 
we  have  treated  the  documents,  not  as  inspired,  but  as  ordinary, 
documents.  If  the  Eternal  Son,  the  Word  made  flesh,  has 
made  indubitable  references  to  the  Old  Testament,  which  seem 
hardly  reconcileable  with  his  views,  we  have  sought  no  help 
from  such  Authority ;  we  have  not  once  sought  victory,  by 
appealing  to  the  Veracity,  and  to  the  Infallibility,  of  Christ. 
Fair,  and  free,  and  ordinary  criticism  has  been  our  only  exer- 
cise. We  have  taken  the  Bible  student  to  "  ^  BtbUy  and  Uis 
Bible  alone  "  :  And  there  we  have  felt  a  firm  confidence,  as  well 
as  a  great  delight,  in  showing  him  that  Wellhausen's  specu- 
lations are  an  unsuM>orted — Imagination. 
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Record.- "Dr.  Sharpe  is  to  be  warmly  thanked  for  his  book.  It  is  good  to  find 
a  scholar  referring  to  the  *oId  paths'  and  confessing  that  *  continued  study  ever 
demonstrates  more  fully'  their  superiority." 

The  Christian  World.- "It  is  full  of  useful  information." 

Sunday  School  Chronicle.— "The  book  is  one  which  Sunday  School  Teachers 
will  find  exceptionally  useful." 

The  Irish  Times.- "This  handbook  to  the  Psalms  will  be  invaluable  to  every 
earnest  Christian  student.  Dr.  Sharpe  lays  the  Christian  communities  under  an 
obligation  everywhere." 

The  Scotsman.— "The  book  will  be  highly  prised  by  tho^e  who  'stand  in  the 
old  paths'  and  which  those  who  are  seekmg  to  advance  will  find  worthy  of  their 
considerations." 

Western  Homing  Vews.— "A  scholarly  and  valuable  book,  which  should  be 
found  in  all  theologiod  libraries." 
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WITH  A  SUMMARY  BT  THS 

Rev.  HEFBY  WAGE,  D.D.,  Principal  of  King's  College,  London. 

Royal  8vo.,  Half-bound  Vellum  Cloth,  Red  Burnished  Edges,  IS/- 

80ME    OPINIONS   OF    THE    PRESS. 

The  Times.— "'  Lex  Mosaica'  in  a  sustained  and  reasoned  oritioism  of  the  Hifl^er 
Criticism  oondacted  by  a  variety  of  competent  hands." 

Church  Timee.— "  Here  stands  the  deliverance  of  fourteen  able  men  speaking  at 
their  faNest." 

Seoord.—*  We  fully  believe  that  this  book  will  be  of  great  use  in  this  time  of  Unrest." 

^nrchman.— "  This  important  work  is  a  thorough  exposition  of  the  crude  and 
arbitrary  guesses  of  the  theoretical  school  of  criticism,  and  contains  a  powerful 
defence  of  the  traditional  view." 

Tablet.— **  We  have  in  this  volume  an  important  contribution  to  the  literature 
of  the  subject." 

Expository  Times.— "'Lex  Mosaica'  is  the  most  serious  effort  that  has  yet  been 
made  to  stem  the  advancing  tide  of  Old  Testament  criticism." 

Church  Family  Eewspaper.— '*  The  volume  is  one  of  great  interest,  which  must 
eommand  the  earnest  attontion  both  of  Biblical  Sttidents  and  critics." 

Sunday  School  Chronicle.—"  We  verv  gladly  welcome  this  book.  It  presents  a 
mass  of  clear  and  precise  information  of  pnoeless  value  to  the  Bible  students." 

The  Kethodiit  Timef.— "The  writers  of  'Lex  Mosaica'  deserve  the  grateful 
thanks  of  all  who  believe  in  the  Old  Testament  as  a  revelation  of  God,  given  throuc^ 
men  who  were  guided  in  all  their  work  by  the  operation  of  the  Divine  Spirit." 

Oxford  JonrnaL— "No  student  of  the  Old  Testament  time  should  omit  to  read 
these  Essays.' 

Cambridge  Chronicle.— "' Lex  Mosaica'  is  one  of  the  most  elaborate  expositions 
of  the  historical  part  of  the  Bible  that  has  ever  been  produced." 

Irish  Times.— "The  volume  of  the  year." 
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THE  BIBLE  AND  THE  MONUMENTS. 


li0|t  of  ^ohm  §,mmt^. 

BT 

W.    St.   chad   BOSCAWEN, 

Fellow  qf  the  Bot/al  Historical  Society,  Member  qf  the  Society  of  Biblical 
Arch<Bology, 

WITH  21   PHOTOaRAPHIO  ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Demy  8vo.,  Bound  Cloth.  Boards.    I*rice  r>s. 


EXTRACT    FROM    THE    PREFACE. 

THE  East  has  ever  been  the  land  of  surprises,  and  year  after  year  the 
explorer  and  the  decipherer  are  bringing  to  light  treasures  which  for 
centuries  have  been  buried  beneath  the  dust  of  ages.  The  discoreries  in 
Egypt,  Assyria,  and  Babylonia  have  restored  to  us  the  inscribed  records  and 
monuments  of  great  civilisations  which  preceded  or  existed  concurrently  with 
the  Hebrew  people  and  held  contemporary  intercourse  with  them.  The  History 
of  the  Hebrew  people  as  recorded  in  the  Old  Testament  has  been  found  to  be 
a  part,  and  an  important  part,  of  the  wider  study  of  Oriental  history. 

The  discovery  of  Babylonian  versions  of  the  Creation,  the  Fall,  and  the 
Deluge,  and  the  story  of  the  beginnings  of  civilisation,  instituted  a  series  of 
comparisons  between  monumental  records,  of  admitted  antiquity,  and  the 
Hebrew  writings,  a  process  the  importance  of  which  was  beyond  question. 

In  this  work  I  have  placed  before  my  readers  the  Babylonian  and  Assyrian 
versions  of  those  traditions  which  are  found  in  the  early  chapters  of  Genesis, 
and  such  comparisons  are  instituted  as  seemed  to  me  to  be  within  the  range 
of  fair  criticism,  and  I  have  endeavoured  to  conduct  this  inquiry  in  as  un- 
biassed a  manner  as  possible.  My  object  has  been  to  place  before  my  readers 
those  monuments  and  inscriptions  which  seem  to  bear  upon  the  early  traditions 
of  the  Hebrew  people,  in  order  that  they  may  have  before  them  documentary 
evidence  which  has  hitherto  only  been  accessible  to  specialists. 
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LIST    OF    ILLUSTRATIONS, 

All  of  which,  with  the  exception  of  those  marked  {•)  have  been  repro- 
duced f^m  Photographs  taken  by  Messrs.  EYBE  ft  SPOmSWOODS 
from  the  originals. 


MANEH  WEIGHT. 

MACE    HEAD    07    SABGON  I.   (B.C. 

3800). 
TABLET    OP    A880B-NAZIBPAL   I. 

(B.C.  1800). 
INDIA     HOUSE     INSCBIFTION    OF 

NEBUCHADNEZZAB  IL  (B.C.  606). 
FIBST  CBEATION  TABLET  (COPIED 

ABOUT  660). 
BOUNDARY  STONE  OF  NEBUCHAD- 
NEZZAB L  (B.C.  1120). 
TABLET   FROM   THE   TEMPLE   OF 

THE  SUN-GOD  AT  SIPPABA  (B.C. 

900). 
TEL  EL-AMABNA  TABLET  (B.C.  1450). 
EAGLE  HEADED  FIGURE. 


ASSYRIAN  TABLET  OF  THE  FALL. 
MEBODACH  AND  THE  DRAGON. 
SEAL  OF  TEMPTATION. 
•BUINSOFTELLO. 

•  HABPEB  AND  CHOIB  (B.C.  3000). 
BRONZE  FIGURES  (B.C.  2800)  AND 

FIRE-GOD  (B.C.  722). 

•  STATUE  OF  GUDEA  (B.C.  2800). 
DELUGE    TABLET    (POBTION    OF 

THE  ELEVENTH  TABLET). 
DELUGE  TABLET,  Na  2. 

SEAL  EEPBESENTING  THE  CHAL- 
DEAN NOAH. 
WINGED  HUMAN-HEADED  LION. 
JACKAL-HEADED  GOD. 


Some  OpiniotiB  ot  the  ptcss. 

The  Tiiiie8.~''An  able  attempt  to  bring  the  PrixnitlTe  Hebrew  Records  into  rela- 
tion  with  the  Babylonian  aJid  At»syrian  Tersions  of  the  same  traditions.  It  is  weU 
illustrated." 

Daily  Chronicle.— "A  useful  contribution  to  the  literature  of  the  subject." 

Churchman.— "  Mr.  Boscawen  has  rendered  important  service  in  the  sphere  o 

Biblical  criticism  in  the  publication  of  his  important  volume  on  the  Primitive  Hebrew 

Records  in  the  Light  of  Modem  Research." 

Observer.—"  Mr.  W.  St.  Chad  Boscawen,  the  well-known  Asfmioloffist,  has  earned 
the  thanks  of  all  scholars  bv  the  production  of  this  work,  in  whicn  the  latest  results  ol 
Ashyriology  and  Scriptural  criticism  are  given.  The  learned  author  has  spared  no 
pains  to  make  this  usually  difficult  subject  one  of  the  greatest  interest  to  his  readers. 
The  book  is  beautifully  illustrated." 

Bookseller.— "Mr.  Bosca wen's  style  is  concise  and  easy*  and  the  photographic 
illu;»t rations  add  much  to  the  understanding  of  the  subject." 

Pnblisher'f  Clrcnlar.— - '  The  Bible  and  the  Monuments'  will  be  read  by  students 
with  avidity  and  interest  from  the  first  page  to  the  last,  and  the  general  reader  will 
And  it  of  aMorbing  interest." 

The  Chrirtian.— **  A  work  of  great  usefulness." 

Western  Mominff  New8.—"Thebook  will  really  supply  a  need.  Mr.  Boecawen's 
industry  and  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  subject  are  very  conspicuous." 
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Our  Bible  and  the  Ancient  Mannscripts : 

BBnro  i. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  TEXT  AND  ITS  TRANSLATIOH. 
FREDERIC  G.  KENYON,  M.A.,  D.LlTT., 

Hon,  PhJ),  qfSaUe  UniversUy;  Late  FeUoto  qf  Magdalen  College,  Oj^ord. 

WITH    26     FACSIMILES. 

I^emy  Svo.     Sound  Cloth.  Soards.     I»rioe  ©■• 


Xfet  Of  plates* 


THE    SAMARITAN      PBNTA- 

TEUCH-ROLL  AT  NABLOUS. 
CLAY  TABLET  FROM  TELL  EL- 

AMARNA. 
HEBREW      SYNAGOGUE  -  ROLL 

(Brit.  Mus.  Harl.  7610). 
THE   MOABITE  STONE. 
HEBREW  MS.  (Brit.  Mus.  Or.  4446). 
SAMARITAN  PENTATEUCH 

(Rome,  Barberini  Library,  106). 
CODEX    MARCHALIANUS. 
PESHITTO  SYRIAC  MS.  (Brit.  Mus. 

Add.   14426). 
CODEX  SINAITICUS. 
CODEX    ALEXANDRINUS. 
CODEX   VATICANUS. 
CODEX    EPHRAEMI. 
CODEX    BEZJB. 
CODEX    CLAROMONTANUS. 


CURSIVE  GREEK  MS.  (Evan.  848). 
CURETONIAN    MS.  OF  OLD   SY- 
RIAC (Brit.  Mus.  Add.  14461). 
BOHAIRIC  MS.  (Brit.  Mus.  Or.  1816). 
8AHIDIC  MS.  (Brit.   Mus.  Or.  4717 

(10) ). 
CODEX      VERCELLENSIS      (Old 

Latin). 
CODEX  AMIATINUS  (Vul^rate). 
THE    LINDISPARNE    GOSPELS. 
ALCUIN'S  VULGATE    (Brit.   Mus. 

Add.  10646). 
MAZARIN    BIBLE. 
ENGLISH  GOSPELS  OP  THE  10th 

CENTURY  (Brit.  Mus,   Reg.  1  A 

XIV.) 
WYCLIFPE'S  BIBLE  (Bodleian  MS. 

967). 
TYNDALE*S  NEW  TESTAMENT. 


THE  object  of  the  author  of  this  volume  is  to  lay  before  his  readers  the 
external  history  of  the  Bible,  to  show  how  and  when  the  several  books 
were  written,  and  how  they  have  been  pr^erved  to  us.  It  is  especially  in- 
tended for  those  who  study  the  Bible  in  English,  but  will  also  be  found  useful 
by  students  who  are  beginning  to  make  acquaintance  with  the  textual  criticism 
of  the  Septuagint  or  New  Testament  in  their  original  language. 

The  Plates,  of  which  the  work  contains  26,  illustrate  the  peculiarities  of 
the  manuscript  in  question,  or  some  important  detail  of  textual  criticism.  With 
a  view  to  giving  a  better  idea  of  the  general  appearance  of  the  manuscripts, 
and  more  examples  of  the  sources  of  error  or  of  confusion  in  them,  the  whole, 
or  a  ver^  large  part,  of  the  original  page  is  shown.  In  each  case  the  sice  of 
the  original  is  given. 
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THE  BIBLE  STUDENT'S  LI6RMY. 

Cloth.  Boards,    'Red.  DSdgres.       Demy   8vo. 

Volumes  L-IV.    Others  in  preparation. 


THIS  Series  of  Volumes,  popular  in  style  and  modej*ate  in 
size  and  prioe,  is  designed  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  ordinary 
Bible  Student,  a  large  and  increasing  class  of  practical  students 
of  the  Bible,  as  well  as  the  requirements  of  more  advanced  scholars. 

Much  light  has  been  thrown  in  the  course  of  the  present  century 
on  almost  all  branches  of  Biblical  Inquiry,  and  it  is  very  desirable 
that  such  results  as  are  surely  ascertained  should  be  placed  within 
the  reach  of  all  in  a  systematic  manner.  Difficulties  will  always 
remain,  owing  to  the  extreme  antiquity  of  the  Sacred  Books,  and 
to  the  peculiar  nature  of  their  contents.  On  these  questions 
experts  must  be  heard  upon  both  sides,  but  the  multitude  which 
is  so  deeply  interested  in  the  results  has  neither  the  time  nor  the 
training  for  battling  over  technical  details. 

Accordingly,  the  preparation  of  these  volumes  is  entrusted  to 
men  who  have  patiently  considered  the  drift  of  modern  inquiry  so 
far  as  it  concerns  their  own  special  branches  of  study,  and  who  are 
not  lightly  moved  from  their  carefully  formed  convictions. 

Their  aim  is  to  set  forth  as  clearly  and  accurately  as  possible 
the  literary  position  of  the  Books  of  the  Old  and  New  Testa- 
ments and  their  contents  in  relation  to  Theological,  Historical,  and 
Scientific  questions. 

The  series  is  mainly  constructive  and  positive  in  tone,  and  will 
tend  to  check  that  bewilderment  as  to  the  very  foundations  of 
sacred  truth  which,  if  allowed  to  spread,  will  seriously  affect  the 
work  of  the  Sunday  School  Teacher,  the  Bible  Class  Leader,  the 
Home  and  Foreign  Missionary,  and  the  devotional  student  of 
Scripture. 
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THE    BIBLE   STUDENT'S    LIBRARY. 

\/    FOURTH    EDITION,   REVISED. 
Volume   I. 

THE  FOUNDATIONS  OF  THE  BIBLE: 

STUDIES  IN  OLD  TESTAMENT  CRITICISM. 

BT 

R.    B.    GIRDLESTONE,    M.A., 

Hon,  Canon  qf  Chri$i  Church;  late  Principal  qf  Wycliffc  Ball,  Oi^fbrd, 


Cloth  BoardBi  Red  Edges.  Demy  Svo.   Frioe  3«.  eA« 


SOUIB       OI^INIONS. 

Guardian.-— **  Written  in  a  rererent  spirit." 

Theological  MontUv.— "  Any  one  who  takee  up  the  book  will  be  lecU  we  think, 
to  peruse  and  ponder  till  he  arrives  at  a  sound  conclusion  on  what  is,  and  must 
remain,  one  of  the  most  important  matters  within  human  ken.*' 

Church  Eevlew.— "  An  invaluable  work," 

Sock. — ^^Ganon  Girdlestone  as  an  expert  gives  us  the  results  of  his  own  personal 
research.  We  are  taken  into  the  veiy  workshop  and  shown  the  methods  and  processes 
by  which  the  final  results  have  been  attained.*' 

Churchman.-^"  It  is  worthy  to  become  a  text-book  in  a  theological  assembly.*' 

Christian.— "Will  assist  many  to  gain  a  firm  foothold  with  regard  to  the  verity  of 
Holy  Writ." 

Literary  Chnrchmanr-''This  is  a  book  of  exceeding  breadth  of  learning,  and 
Quite  exceptional  value.  We  desire  to  give  an  unusually  emphatic  recommendation  to 
this  valuable  treatise." 

literary  Opinion.—"  The  style  througliout  is  clear,  elevated,  and  forcible." 

Globe.—"  A  mine  of  strength  to  the  holders  of  the  ancient  faith." 

Qniver,— "  We  can  heartily  commend  it." 

Baptist.—"  Canon  Girdlestone's  arguments  will  command  general  respect." 

National  Chnrch.— "  This  is  precisely  the  kind  of  work  wanted  in  these  critical 
times." 

Erening  Hews.-"  A  perfect  armoury  of  argument  and  scholarship." 

Torkshire  Post.—"  Shows  results  as  interesting  as  they  are  valuable." 

Chnrch  Bells.—"  The  various  topics  involved  are  put  in  a  very  interesting  way." 

British  Weekly.—"  It  has  a  calm  and  dignified  stvle—beauty  itself,  with  a  splendid 
courtesy  to  opponoats,  and  altogether  it  is  a  pleasant  book  to  read." 

rbtah.  of  all  booksellers. 
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Volume   II. 

THE  LAW  IN  THE  PROPHETS. 

BT  THS 

Rev.   STANLEY     LEATHES,    D.D., 

Prqf(M§or  qf  Hebrew,  King's  CoUsge,  London  ;  Prebendary  (if  St.  PanTs  ; 

Author  qf  "  The  Structure  qf  the  Old  Tettament'*; 

"  The  Religion  qf  the  Christ "  {Bampton  Lecture)  ;  "  Christ  and  the  BibU;*  Ac,  dbc. 


Cloth  Boards,  Red  Edges.      Bemy  8yo.      Price  as«  eA« 

EXTEACT  FROM  THE  PBEFACE. 

The  late  Dr.  Liddon  wrote :  "  How  I  wish  you  could  see  your 
"  way  to  writing  a  book  on,  say,  *  The  Law  and  the  Prophets,* 
^^  putting  the  Law  back  into  the  chronological  and  authoritative 
^^  place  from  which  the  new  criticism  would  depose  it,  and  so 
"  incidentally  reasserting  in  the  main,  and  with  the  necessary 
"  reservations,  the  Mosaic  authorship  of  the  Pentateuch." 

This  book  is  partly  the  result  of  that  suggestion. 


SOUIB     oi^iNioisrs. 

Chnrcli  Qnarterlj  Eeview.—*  A  careful  work.** 

Guardian.-**  Desarves  wide  drcnlation It  was  an  excellent  idea  thus  to  collect 

these  aUusions.** 

Church  Times.— *  Most  Yalnable.** 

Spectator.—"  Proves  the  antiquity  of  the  Moeaio  Law,  by  the  references  that  are 
made  to  it  in  the  books  of  the  Ftopnets,  books  that  are  conceded  on  all  hands  to  have 
at  least  a  considerable  relative  antiquity.  The  contention  of  the  extremists,  that  the 
whole  legal  ritual  is  post-exilian,  certamly  lays  itself  open  to  hostile  criticism.  The 
appeal  of  the  Prophets  to  the  Hebrew  people  seems  founded  on  the  fact  that  there 
was  a  covenant  which  the  people  had  broken." 

Church  Sevlew.— "  If  Dr.  Stanley  Leathes  had  never  done  any  other  good  thing 
than  he  has  done  in  writing  this  most  valuable  book,  he  would  be  fairly  entitled  to 
rank  as  one  of  the  most  successful  defenders  of  Holy  Scriptures  of  our  day." 

Baptist  Magasine.— "  Dr.  Leathes  has  set  an  example  which  all  who  are  opposed 
to  the  method  and  result  of  modem  Biblical  criticism  would  do  well  to  follow.  He 
brings  the  question  to  a  sound  and  religions  test." 

RETAIL   OF   ALL   BOOKSELLERa 


EYBE  $■  SF0TTI8W00DE, 

tized  by  Google 


Digitiz 


Special  'SfuWicaHons.  n 


THE    BIBLE    STUDENT'S    UBRkRY-con^mued. 
^'     Volurae   III. 

PRINCIPLES  OF  BIBLICAL  CIUTICM. 


Rev.   J.   J.    LIAS,    M.A., 

Chancellor  of  Llandaff  Cathedral;  formerly  Hulsean  Lecturer,  and  Preacher 
at  the  Chapel  Royal,  Whitehall. 


Cloth  Boards,  Bed  Edges.      Demy  Svo.      Price  3««  eA. 

MB.  LIAS,  who  is  well  known  as  a  writer  on  theology  and  literature,  in  this 
bool  offers  a  historical  view  of  the  two  chief  lines  of  criticism,  which 
have  been  directed  against  the  Old  and  New  Testaments,  and  points  out  that 
the  wave  of  adverse  criticism,  after  failing  when  levelled  against  the  Christian 
Scriptures,  the  New  Testament,  has  now  for  its  object  the  disintegration  of  the 
Hebrew  Becords  of  the  Old  Testament.  He  brings  to  the  task  an  easy  style  of 
an  unfettered  mind ;  takes  his  own  line  in  discussing  such  subjects  as  Inspira- 
tion, and  tests  the  results  of  modem  critical  analysis  in  the  light  of  good  sense, 
whilst  passing  under  review  the  historical  and  prophetical  writings  of  the  Old 
Testament. 

On  the  whole,  for  a  beginner  in  critical  studies  there  are  few  books  which 
are  so  likely  to  put  the  student  on  the  right  line  as  "  Principles  of  Biblical 
Criticism." 

SOME    OPINIONS   OF   THE    PRESS. 
The  Church  Times.— "We  have  seldom  seen  in  so  small  a  compass  so  admunble, 

and  withal  temperate,  exposition  of  the  ingeniouR  puzzles  which  German  criticism  has 

been  weaving  under  the  guise  of  truth.     "We  ^tefuUy  recognize  the  value  and 

importance  of  this  volume ;  and  a  reverent  investieation  carried  on,  on  the  lines  here 

suggested,  cannot  fail  to  be  profitable  to  the  Biblical  student." 

The  Becord.— "The  book  is  one  that  we  can  very  cordially  recommend :  it  is  both 

reverent   and   scholarly,  the  discussions  are  temperate  and  logical,  and  the  style 

attractive.    It   s  likely  to  do  good  service." 

Church  Quarterly  Sevlew.— "Mr.  Lias  is  entitled  to  the  gratitude  of  churchmen." 
The  Churchmiui.—*" Principles  of  Biblical  Criticism'  will  prove  of  real  and 

lasting  service.    We  hope  it  will  be  very  widely  circulated,  as  it  deserves  to  be." 
Expository  Times.—**  Exceedingly  useful  as  a  storehouse  of  facts." 
Spectator.—"  Perhaps  the  most  important  chapter  is  that  of  '  The  Evidence  of 

the  Fsalms.'    Mr.  Lias  knows  that  the  controversy  turns  largely  on  the  date  of  these." 
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For  the  TEAOHER'S  EDITION  (1980  pages}  see  page   15. 


The  Tear  1803  will  be  remembered  by  Bible  Readerg  for  the  Pablication  of  New 
Editions  of  the  various  Tba.chbb'8  Bibles,  but  most  particularly  for  the 

Completion  of  the  New  Edition  of  the  Yarionim  Reference  Bible, 

The  VARIORUM  Edition  of  the  Authorised  Version  has  a  great  and  independent 
value,  wheth'  r  for  daily  use  or  as  a  standard  work  of  Befertmoe.  It  meets  the  wants  of 
evei7  grade  of  student,  from  the  intelliffent  reader  to  the  learned  reviser. 

In  its  style  and  appearance  the  VARIORUM  Befbsencb  Bible  has  been  stu- 
diously assiinilated  to  the  ordinary  8vo.  Reference  Bible  to  make  its  utility  no  less 
universaL 

This  Edition  is  distinguished  fh>m  all  other  Reference  Bibles  by  the  addition. 
on  the  same  page  as  theText.  in  Foot-notes,  of  a  complete  digest  of  tne  chief  of  the 
various  Renderings  and  Readings  of  the  original  text  from  the  very  best  Authorities. 
The  sources  from  which  the  Annotations  are  taken  comprise,  in  the 

OLD  TE8TAMEHT.  APOCBTFHA.  HXW  TE8TAHEVT. 

90  Commentators,  4^  CJommentators.  J\  Commentators, 


14  Versions,  including 


6  Ancient  Versions, 
^-     __.     _  _     .  20  Versions,  23  Ancient  Manuscripts, 

the  Revised  Version,  11  Critical  Editions  of  the  Text, 

AJn>  ^»  4HI) 

R.V.  Marginal  Readings.  15  Manuscripts.  Revised  Version  k  Margin. 

The  VARIORUM  Notes,  together  with  the  "New  %^%  to  Bible  Atutinxtf  "  («m 

a?#  15-17),  give  to  the  ordinary  reader  of  Scripture  an  amount  of  information 
erto  cozmned  to  great  scholars  and  owners  of  a  veiy  costly  Library,  and  com- 
prise the  quintessence  of  Biblical  Scholarship  in  the  most  convenient  form. 

The  Commentary  here  is  strictly  textual  (with  Brief  Explanatory  Notes) ;  and 
the  names  of  the  Editors— Professors  CHEYNB,  DRIVER,  8ANDAY,  the  late  Kev. 
P.  L.  CLARKE,  and  the  Rev.  C.  J.  BALL— are  sufficient  guarantees  for  its  accuracy 
and  completeness.  

The  numerous  Commendations  of  the  completed  Work  include. — 
The  Rev.  Dr.  Wace,  Principal  qf  King's  College,  London : — 
*'  It  is  a  work  of  incalculable  usefulness,  for  which  the  warmest  gratitude  is  due  alike 
to  the  editors  and  yourselves." 

The  R6T.  Canon  W.  J.  Knox  Little  :— 
"  It  is  a  beautiful  and  valuable  work.    I  think  it  the  most  satisfactory  copy  I  have 
ever  had.    I  like  it  more,  the  more  I  make  use  of  it." 
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Chaplain  qf  Lincoln**  Inn, 


Large  Type.   (Bourgeois  Svo.)   Superfine  Paper.   276  Pages. 


Cloth,  bevelled  boards,  red  edges 6/6 

Leather,  gilt  edges 7/6 

Leather,  round  oomers,  red  under  gold  edges,  gold  roll  inside  cover    ..       ..  8/6 

Morooco,  boards  or  limp,  gilt  edges,  gold  roll  inside  cover 13/6 

Morocco,  limp,  round  comers,  red  under  gold  edges,  gold  roll  inside  cover    . .  16/- 

Levant  Tapp,  round  comers,  gilt  edges,  lined  Calf  panels 3i/- 


SOME    OPINIONS. 

Guardian:— 
Mr.  Ball  has  worked  through  a  large  number  of  authorities— forty-nine ;  he  has 
not  however  confined  himself  to  quoting  their  opinions,  but  has  added  throughout 
many  suggestions  of  his  own,  both  critical  and  explanatory. 

"The  information  which  he  has  given  is  judiciously  selected,  and  the  advance 
marked  by  his  work,  on  previous  works  upon  the  Apocrypha,  is  exceedingly  great." 

Secord.— 
"  The  study  of  the  Apocrypha  is  gaining  ground,  and  it  is  a  great  convenience  to 
have  the  interpretations  of  the  commentators  in  so  handy  s  form.     Lovers  of 
ancient  Jewish  literature   must  heartily  thank  the  editor  for  placing  in  their 
hands  so  convenient  and  trustworthy  a  summary  of  recent  criticism." 

Globe.— 
"  The  editor  has  done  his  work  carefully  and  with  knowledge.     He  contributes 
an  informing  preface,  and  his  annotations  are  to  the  point." 

Chnrch  Eeview:— 

"This  volume,  which  completes  the  'Variorum  Bible'  is  a  fitting  crown  to  a 
task  which  has  done  more  to  explain  the  littera  scripta  of  the  Holy  Scriptures 
than  any  other  publication  of  its  kind. 

"  Mr.  Ball's  scholarship  and  researches  have  brought  much  light  to  bear  on  many 
obscure  passages. 

"  The  number  of  commentators,  versions,  and  MS8.  consulted  by  the  editor  is  a 
guarantee  of  the  thoroughness  with  which  he  has  discharged  his  task;  his  name 
guarantees  the  ability  with  which  he  has  done  it." 
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VARIORUM    APOGRYPHA—con/inued. 


Eipodtory  TimM:^ 

"PoflMsson  of  the  'TAriomm  Bible'  will  nndentand  what  the  Tftriorara 
Apoaypha  meftni.  There  wm  great  need  for  such  an  edition  of  the  Apooypha. 
The  work  haa  been  done  with  patienoe  and  good  judgment." 

Public  Opinion  r* 

"Fomithes  the  general  reader  with  the  qointesaenoe  of  modem  and  andent 
learning  bearing  on  the  teit." 

Literary  World:— 
"Mr. Ball  gives  oi  a  'Yarionim'  edition,  embodying  not  only  diflerent  readings, 
bat  in  some  oases  his  own  happy  emendation  of  corrupt  passages.     He  gives  the 
poetical  parts  in  metrical  form.    His  edition  will  be  prised  by  the  student,  and  will 
stimulate  the  appetite  of  the  English  reader." 

Bcclariftrtical  Clmmiclo:— 

"  To  hare  all  the  best  renderings  fooussed,  as  it  were,  for  ready  use.  is  a  privilege 
eveiy  student  of  the  book  should  appreciate." 

Bock:- 

"  It  is  most  convenient  for  the  requirements  of  the  student.  It  should  And  a 
place  in  every  clergyman's  library." 

Church  Quarterly  Beriew:— 

"  One  of  the  greatest  difflenlties  in  dealing  with  the  Apooiyidia  oonsisis  in  the 
endeavours  to  restore  the  lost  original  text  of  books  which,  for  the  most  part*  once 
existed  in  the  Hebrew  tongue.  In  his  preface  Mr.  Ball  points  out  numerous 
instances  where  confusions  of  similar  Hebrew  letters  have  made  sheer  nonsense  of 
the  Greek  text. 

"The  book  is  a  welcome  addition  to  the  well-known  Variorum  Beferenoe  Bible." 

Saturday  Beview.— 
*'The  books  of  the  Apocrypha,  containing  as  they  do  much  splendid  literature, 
should  have   the  long  standing  neglect  th^  have  suffered  removed,  by  such  an 
edition." 

Queen:— 
"A  valuable  work." 

Church  Times:— 
"Most  complete,  containing  everything  having  an  important  bearing  on  the  text." 

FroflBflSOr  E.  VESTLE,  the  distinguished  Beptuagint  Scholar,  writes:— 
"Eine  Erganiung  tur  Variorum  BibU,  die  nicht  genug  empfohlen  werden  kann." 
^Theologische  LiUrcOurgeitung,  Leipsig,  20  Januar,  18M. 

"How  splendidly  has  Ball  restored  the  corrupt  text  of  Judith  xvi.  S  (8)  by 
inserting  a  single  letter,  h  rt0tl«.  Many  more  examples  might  be  quoted  from  Ball's 
Variorum  Apoerypha,**—YTam  Professor  E.  Nestle's  Paper  on  The  Cambridge 
Septuagint  (Transactions  of  The  Ninth  International  Congress  of  Orientalists). 
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THE    BIBLE    READER'S    VADE    MECUM. 


THE  YASIORUH  TEACHER'S  BIBLE. 

•With.  APOCRYPHA.     (27^  pa^es.)    See  pp.  12,  IZ, 
NEW    LARGE    TYPE    EDITION. 

Bourgeois  8iw.   {Sige,  9|  x  «}  x  B|  imehee),   1960  pages. 

This  norel  and  oomprehensiTe  Edition  of  the  Authorised  Version— -the  dimaz 
towards  which  the  Queen's  Printers  have  consistently  developed  their  Series  of 
Teacher's  Bibles  during  nearly  20  years  (1875-1894)— combines — 

L^The  VARIORUM  IMfiemur*  ^UrU«     {See  pp.  12, 13.) 

IL— The  "  Al  D8  ic  iijt  $tuhnti  of  t^  «iai»  |?U>U.**  {See pp.  17, 18.) 

To  the  completed  Variorum  Edition  of  the  Befbrenoe  Bible,  the  appended 
"Aide  to  the  Bible  Student"  adds  a  compendium  of  Biblioftl  information 
admitted  to  be  not  only  the  largest  and  fullest  work  of  the  kind,  but  also  the 
best  The  most  competent  jud^  have  drawn  attention  to  the  compass  and 
thoroughness  of  the  *'  Aids  — none  of  which  are  anonymous, — and  to  the 
eminence  and  authority  of  the  contributors. 


HISTORT  OF  BIBLE. 

MUSIC. 

BOETRT. 

MONET. 

ETHNOLOGY. 


BIBLEdb MONUMENTS.    LEATHE8.* 


8WETE. 
BALL.  LUMBY.* 

B08CAWEN.        MADDEN. 
CHEYNE.*         MA8KELYNE. 
DRIVER.*  MAYHEW. 

QIRDLE8TONE.  8ANDAY. 
GREEN.  8AYCE.* 

HOLE.  8TAINER. 

HOOKER.  TRI8TRAM. 


WRIGHT. 


Spedai  SukiHtt. 

PLANTS. 

'  METALS,  Ae. 

ANIMAL  CREATION. 

PROPER  NAMES. 

CHRONOLOGY. 

HISTORICAL  EPITOME. 


'  MembOT  of  Old  Tttttmnrnt  BrMon  Oominlttee. 


Pbiobs,  Pinest  India  P&per.  from  978.  to  688. 9d.  t  with  Apocstpha,  68. 9d.  additionaL 

Thin  White  Paper,  in  Tariona  leather  bindings,  from  34s.  to  478. 8d« 

SCHOLASTIC  EDITIOir,  boond  in  doth,  ISs.  9d. ; 

with  Apocbtpha,  48.  6d.  additionaL 


SCHOOL    EDITION. 

Without  Apocbtfha. 

Nonpareil  Bvo.    {Sige,  7f  x  5^  x  1^  inches.)    1260  pages. 

Pbicss  (Finest  India  Paper  or  Thin  White  Paper),  from  78. 6d.  to  888. 6d. 
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THE 

ADVANTAGES  of  the  VARIORUM 

Above  every  other  Bible. 

Tor  the  Yftriorom  TEACHER'S  Bible,  aee  page  16. 


1.  It  oontains  a  oolleotion  of  foot-notet,  Tastly  saperior  to  any  that  can  be  found 
in  any  one-volume  portable  Bible. 

5.  THI  ODTEBAL  SEADEB  nnaocinainted  with  the  original  langoages,  Hebrew 

and  Greek,  is  enabled  to  arriTe  at  a  trttert  JklUr,  and  deeper  meaning  of 
Boriptnre  than  he  ooold  obtain  from  any  other  published  work.  The 
VARIORUM  foot-notes  correct,  explain,  unfold,  and  paraphrase  the  text ;  in- 
deed, the  alternative  versions  of  obscure  or  difficult  words  and  phrases  often 
render  further  note  or  comment  needless. 

3.  THE  SUHDAT  SCHOOL  TEACHER  will  find  the  use  of  the  VARIORUM  foot- 

notes  of  the  utmost  value  to  him  in  the  preparation  of  his  lessons.  And« 
whilst  teaching,  a  glance  at  the  foot  of  the  page  will  enable  him  to  give  the 
heet  alternative  reading  or  translation  of  the  original  text,  or  to  explain 
phrases  or  special  words  in  the  A.T. 

Bet.  Dr.  PABKEB  loyi  that  U  U  quite  at  valuable  for  preaehere  and 
hearers  as  for  teaehert  and  echolare.  It  it  a  library  in  ittelf,  containing 
everything  that  it  immediately  needed  for  the  elucidation  qf  the  taered  text, 

4.  THE  MODEBV  PEEACHEE  finds  every  passage  ear-marked  of  which  the  text 

or  the  translation  is  considered  by  scholars  defective,  and  in  the  corresponding 
foot-notes  he  finds  the  evidence,  for  and  against  alterations,  judicially  digested 
from  the  most  authoritative  Versions  and  Editions,  including  the  readings  and 
renderings  adopted  in  the  Revised  Version  and  its  margin.  This  discrimination 
of  sources  and  of  authorities  saves  him  infinite  time  and  labour.  Where  all 
scholars  agree  upon  a  rendering  the  names  of  authorities  are  omitted. 

Thb  archbishop  op  CANTERBURY  says:  "  Ji^  it  to  ««</W  that  no 
apology  it,  J  am  ture,  needed  for  commending  it.** 

6.  THE  PROFESSIOHAL  8TUDEHT  of  the  original  texts  will  find  in  this  con- 

spectus a  more  careful  selection  of  critical  data,  especially  as  regards  the 
Old  Testament  and  authorities,  than  is  elsewhere  accessible.  He  will  have 
at  hand  the  very  essence  of  textual  criticism,  extracted  from  the  most  reliable 
sources,  ancient  and  modem. 

Db.  WESTCOTT  (Lord  Bishop  of  Durham )  says :  "  I  eonttantly  ute  the 
Old  Tettamenit  and  find  it  a  great  help  to  have  at  hand  a  bri^  and  trutt- 
worthy  tummary  of  factt  and  reaultt,  Nothing  could  be  better  done  than 
the  Ptalmt*'  He  also  informed  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbuiy  and  the 
Conference  at  Lambeth  that  he  considered  that  this  VARIORUM  Edition  of 
the  Authorised  Version  **u>at  much  the  bett  edition  <^f  the  kind,** 
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NEW    EDITION    (1894),    WITH    REVISED 

AIDS   TO    BIBLE    STUDENTS. 


EYRE   &  SPOTTISWOODE'S 

TEACHER'S    BIBLES 

(WTith.     APOOR,YI>B[A). 

For  detaiU  9ee  paget  12  to  20. 


FIFTEEN  EDITIONS.       Prioes  from  3s.  to  £2  2s. 

In  this  series  of  Editions  of  the  Authorised  Version — several  of  them  page 
for  page — are  combined — 

I. — The  Queen's  Printers*  |^ef«r«nc«  ^  yatrimrutn  '^eftvztwt  |^U»ie». 

n.— The  Queen's  Printers'  *'  AIDS  ttf  tij»  ^twhent  of  tlje  ^ol©  ^iW*." 

The  "  Aids  to  the  Bible  Student "  is  a  compendium  of  Biblical  information 
admitted  to  be  not  only  the  largest  and  fullest  work  of  the  kind,  but  also  the 
best.  The  most  competent  judges  have  drawn  attention  to  the  compass  and 
thoroughness  of  the  "Aids" — none  of  which  are  anonymous, — and  to  the 
eminence  and  authority  of  the  contributors. 

SptcUa  Subjecu, 


HISTORY  OF  BIBLE. 

MUSIC. 

POETRY, 

MONEY, 

ETHNOLOGY, 

BIBLEdb  MONUMENTS, 


Author 9. 

SWETE. 
BOSCAWEN.        LUMBY.* 
CHEYNE.*  MADDEN. 

GIRDLE8TONE.  MASKELYNE. 


GREEN. 
HOLE. 
HOOKER. 
LEATHES.' 


SANDAY. 
SAYCE.* 
STAINER 
WRIGHT. 


TRISTRAM. 
Mcmbew  of  Old  TMtement  B»Tiitoa  Committee. 


SpteUa  SvhitcU. 

PLANTS. 

METALS,  Ae, 

ANIMAL  CREATION, 

PROPER  NAMES. 

CHRONOLOGY. 

HISTORICAL  EPITOME. 


The  AIDS,  now  approaohinsr  their  20th  year  of  publication,  have  once  again  been 
thoroughly  revised  to  date  ana  enlarged. 

The  work  of  the  Westminster  Revisers  has  been  duly  oo)lat«d.  and  their  iden- 
tifications of  words  relating  to  the  "ANIMAL  CREATION  IN  THE  BIBLE." 
and  ••PLANTS  OF  THE  HOLT  LAND."  have  been  criticised  by  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Tristram,  P. R.S.  "THE  SUMMARY  AND  ANALYSIS  OP  THE  BOOKS  OP 
THE  OLD  TESTAMENT"  has  been  revised  and  extended  by  the  Rev.  Canon 
R.  B.  GiRDLBSTOKB,  and  "THE  REPERENCBS  IN  THE  NEW  TESTAMENT  TO 
PASSAGES  IN  THE  OLD"  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  H.  B.  JSwbtb.. 

Amongst  other  Additions  are  the  following  Articles:-' 

THE  BIBLE:  ITS  HISTORY.     By  Rev.  Dr.  H.  B.  SWbtb.  Regius  Pr<^essor  of 

Divinity,  Cambridge. 
HEBREW  POETRY.    By  Rev.  Canon  R.  B.  GntDLBSTOini,  MJL 
THE  TESTIMONY  OP  THE  MONUMBNTfi  TO  OLD  TESTAMENT  HISTORY. 

By  W.  St.  Chad  Bosoi-wnr.  Esq. 
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EYRE    &    SPOTTISWOODE'S    TEACHER'S    BIBLES- 

co?itinued. 


SPECIMENS    OP   TYPES. 


PEABL  34mo. 

IT 

thi 

lol 

I    9 

:  *^ 
or 

Tb 


DMt.  U.  U. 
N.  iU  ». 
Daa    4.  f7. 

tOw.«.yi,id. 
|Oi.»a&. 

lM.llt| 

Of. «—.«-« 

(Size,  si  x  4^  x  if  inches.) 

BIJBT  8to. 

TAKE  heed  ih»t  ye  do  not  your  ' 
y  alms  before  men,  to  be  seen  of 
them :  otherwise  ye  have  no  reward  ; 
I  of  your  Father  wnioh  is  in  heaven. 
2  Therefore  •  when  thon  doeat 
thine  ahns,  II  do  not  sound  a  tram* 
pet  before  thee,  as  the  hypocrites 
do  in  the  synafirognee  and  in  the 
streets,  that  they  may  have  glory  j 
of  men.  Verily  I  say  unto  yon. 
They  have  their  reward.  I 

(Size,  6f  x  sf  x  z|  inckes.) 


PLlll.9. 

DU.4.S7. 

SCor.».», 

10. 

lOr.nML 
•  aoB.U. 

a. 


MDnOV  8yo. 

lor.rni**.  ITW  ^^r  ^^^  7^  do  DOt  yoar 
•oioiMM.    I  X  >  alms  before  men,  to  be  seen  of 
them :  othenrise  ye  have  no  reward  '  of 
your  Father  which  is  in  heaven.  ! 

2  Therefore  ^  when  thoa  doest  thine 
alms,  ^  do  not  sound  a  trumpet  before 
thee,  as  the  hypocrites  do  in  the  syna- 
gogues and  in  the  streets,  that  they 

(Size,  7}  x  si  x  if  irtckes.) 
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.  Father  which  seeth  in  secret  shall 
reward  thee  openly. 

7  But  when  ye  pray,  *u8e  not  vain 
repetitions,  as  the  heathen  do:  *for 
they  think  that  they  shall  he  heard 
for  their  much  speaking.  j 

8  Be  not  ye  therefore  like  unto! 
them:    for  your  Father  knoweth 
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Cloth,  bevelled  boards,  red  edges        6    0 

Paste  Grain  Boan,  gilt  edges . .      8    8 

Morooco,  gilt  edges*  gold  roll  inside  oover 12   6 
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THE  AIDS  TO  BIBLE  STUDENTS 

JUST  COMPLETED 

Forms  the  Second  Part  of  the  VARIORUM  and  other 
Queen's  Printers'  Teacher's  Bibles. 


THE  Queen's  Printers  were  the  Pibst  to  Issue  what  was  known  as  th€  Sundap 
School  Teacher's  Bible  in  May.  1875.  It  was  not  until  16  months  afterwards 
that  a  Bible  issued  from  the  Oxford  University  Press,  bearing  on  it«  title  pa^e 
"The  8.  8.  Teacher's  Edition."  and  closely  foUowing  the  model  of  the  Queen*8 
Printers'  Teacher's  Bible;   this  brief  statement  is  necessary  to  remove  misunder- 


The  success  which  attended  the  publication  of  the  Queen's  Printers'  Teacher's 
Bible  has  been  unprecedented.     Over  One  Million  C!opies  have  been  sold. 

This  is  no  doubt  due  to  the  fact  that  "Clje  fUlitf  to  WH&t  5^tu)ients"  were  from 
the  outset  prepared  with  the  utmost  care,  in  order  that  the  Student  might  have  at 
his  disposal  the  Best  and  Surest  information  from  the  pen  of  the  most  Eminent 
Authority  on  each  of  the  various  subjects  treated. 

The  cordial  approval  of  the  principle  and  contents  of  former  editions  bv  eminent 
Biblical  Scholars,  and  by  the  representatives  of  all  classes  of  Teachers  tnroufchout 
the  World,  has  led  to  the  enlai^ement  of  each  successive  issue,  in  order  to  give  to 
the  Student  The  Best,  Most  Reliable,  and  Most  Recent  information  that  could 
be  obtained. 

In  the  present  issue,  vei7  considerable  improvements  and  additions  have  been 
made.  The  Articles  have  imdergone  a  careful  and  thorough  revision,  and,  pursuant  to 
recent  discoveries,  new  matter  has  been  added  and  the  whole  volume  brought  up  to 
date.  The  fliDs  will  therefore  be  found  more  than  ever  Practically  Useful. 
Exhaustitb  IK  Treatment,  and  Complete  in  their  character.  Several  new 
Articles  have  been  added. 

The  Publication  of  the  VARIORUM  Bible,  and  of  the  Revised  Version  which 
followed  it,  called  popular  attention  to  the  sources  from  which  we  have  received  the 
Sacred  Text,  and  the  quotations  in  the  VARIORUM  Notes  of  Manuscripts,  Versions, 
Ancient  Fathers,  etc.,  have  aroused  a  spirit  of  enquiry  as  to  their  relative  importance. 
To  meet  this,  the  Rev.  Professor  Swete  has  written  for  these  AIDS  a  new  Article 
entitled. 

The  Bible:  its  History.— In  this  Article, the  Rev.  Professor  Swete  places  before  the 
Student  a  summaiy  of  the  most  important  results  which  have  been  reached  by 
competent  enquirers  on  such  questions  as  the  formation  and  transmission  of  the 
origmal  Text,  its  Versions,  Ancient  and  Modem,  etc,  etc 

The  Bible  and  its  Contents :— Old  Testament,  a  valuable  summary  and  analysis 
of  each  Book  bv  the  Rev.  Professor  Stanley  Leathes,  has  been  further  expanded 
by  Canon  Girdlestonc 

„         The  Apocrypha  has  been  summarised  and  analysed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wright. 

The  New  Testament  Article  by  Prof.  W.  Sanda^  will  be  found  to  contain 
the  best  results  of  modem  New  Testament  Scholarship,  and  his  Analyses  of 
the  Gospels  and  Epistles  are  simply  invaluable 
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Among  other  importani  additions  man  ^  msntioned. — 

References   in   the   Vew  Testament  to  Passages   in   the   Old,  revued  and 

extended  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Swete. 
Hebrew  Poetry,  by  Canon  Ginilestone. 
The  Testimony  of  the  Konnments  to  Old  Testament  History,  by  Mr.  W.  St. 

Chad  BoAoawoi,  who  traces  from  the  earliest  times  many  oorroborations  of 

Bible  History  from  the  Ancient  Monuments. 
Ketals  and  Precions  Stones,  by  Profeflsor  N.  Story  Maskelyne.  F.IL8. 
Plants   and  Animals  r—rrf7»<^m*  of  their  Identijicationt  in  the  Revised  Version, 

by  the  Rev.  Canon  Tristram.  D.D.,  F.R.S. 

Ethnology  of  the  Bible.— This  Article,  treated  in  fbnr  parts,  corresponding  to 
four  periods  in  Bible  history,  viz.,  the  Patriarchal,  the  Davidic.  of  the  Captivity, 
and  of  Christ  and  His  Apostles,  as  well  as  the  succeeding  Article  on 

The  Bible  and  the  Konnments,  or  the  Hebrews  in  their  relations  with  the  Oriental 
Monarchies,  have  been  revised  by  the  Rev.  Professor  Sayce. 

The  Epitome  of  Bible  History  has  been  minutely  revised  and  extended  by  the 
Editor.  It  is  now  grouped  under  four  divisions :— 1.  The  Period  of  the  Promises ; 
8.  The  Period  of  Expectation,  or  Between  the  Testaments;  S.  The  Promises 
fulfilled;  4.  The  Establishment  of  the  Kingdom  of  Christ,  or  the  Apostolic 
History.  The  Tables  alongside  the  Epitome  give  the  dates  of  the  events,  and 
the  references  in  Scripture. 

The  Glossary  of  Bible  Words,  in  the  Variorum  Edition,  has  been  revised  and  enlarged, 
and  wul  be  found  very  complete.  It  refers  to  the  Authorised  and  Revised  Yer- 
sions,  with  their  marginal  readings,  and  to  the  Variorum  Notes;  also  to  the 
ApociTpha.  It  also  includes  particular  names  of  Plants,  Animals,  Metals,  Ac., 
which  formerly  appeared  under  their  individual  articles,  but  are  now  inserted  in 
the  Glossary  for  ready  reference. 

The  Supplementary  Contents,  or  Key  to  Subjects,  which  indexes  the  names  and 
words  not  treated  alphabetically  elsewhere,  will  be  found  of  very  great  use  to 
Teachers. 

The  Concordance  (40,000  references)  is  added,  also  an  Atlas  of  new  Maps,  with 
Index,  revised  and  brought  to  most  recent  surveys. 

A  List  of  some  of  the  Contributors  to  the  AIDS: 

Rbv.  professor  SWETE,  D.D.,  Seffius  Prqfessor  qf  Divinity,  Cambridge. 

Rby.  professor  STANLEY  LEATHES.  D.D.,  Prqfessor  qf  Hebrew,  Kinffs 
College^  London,  Ac. 

Rsy.  C.  H.  H.  WRIGHT.  D.D.,  Examiner  in  Hebrew,  Universities  qf  Oxford, 
Durham,  and  London. 

Rev.  PROFESSOR  W.  SANDAY,  D.D.,  LL.D.,  Dean  IrelanSs  Prqfessor  qf 
Exegesis,  Oxford, 

Rbv.  PROFESSOR  CHEYNE.  D.D.,  Oriel  Prqfessor  qf  Interpretation,  Osford; 
Canon  qf  Rochester. 

RiT.  CANON   GIRDLESTONE   M.A.,  Hon.  Canon  qf  Christ  Church,  Oxford. 

Rev.  professor  SAYCE,  M.A.,  LL.D.,  Professor  qf  Assyriology,  Oaford. 

Rkv.  canon  TRISTRAM.  D.D.,  LL.D.,  F.R.S.,  Durham. 

Ret.  8.  G.  GREEN.  D.D.,  Co-Editor  qf  the  Revised  English  Bible. 

Rbv.  C.  H.  HOLE.  M.A.,  Co-Editor  qf  -  Smith*s  Dictionary  qf  Christian  Bio- 
graphy," dbc. 

PROFESSOR  N.  STORY  MA8KELYNE,  M.A.,  Y.^'A.,  Prqfessor  qf  Mineralogy 

in  the  University  of  0:^ord ;  Hon,  Fellow  of  Wadham  CoUege,  Oaford. 
W.  ST.  CHAD  BOSCAWEN,  F.R.H.S. 

Sib  J.  STAINER,MJk^.,Mus.  Doo.,Prqfessor  of  Music  in  the  University  qf  Oxford. 
F.  W.  MADDEN.  MJLA.S..  Author  qf**  History  qf  Jewish  Coinage,**  4bc. 
dto,  Ac.  Ac, 
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^fie  (Queen's  ^trinters' 
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OPINION'S     OB'    THK     CI^ERQ-Y. 

Thi  Abchbishop  07  Caittbbbitbt  (Db.  Bbnsov)  ^- 
The  Archbishop  said,  at  a  Diocesan  Conference :— "  I  should  like  to  call  the  atten- 
tion  of  the  Convocation  to  the  New  Edition  of  the  '  Variorum  Reference  Bible/ 
published  by  Messrs.  Eyre  and  Spottiswoode.  I  will  just  read  an  account  of  what 
It  contains.  The  whole  book  has  been  revised.  It  was  laid,  I  may  say,  before  the 
Lambeth  Conference— the  promise  of  it— and  now  it  is  finished.  The  old  edition 
forms  the  basis  of  the  new  edition ;  it  is  printed  in  larger  type ;  and  every  passage 
which  has  been  disputed  by  great  scholiura  as  to  its  correct  translation  or  rendering, 
is  marked  by  a  figure  before  and  after  the  sentence  or  word,  these  figures  referring 
to  the  foot-notes,  which  give  the  alternative  renderings  or  readings,  together  with  the 
authorities  for  the  same,  abbreviated  to  save  space.  The  collection  of  these  notes 
from  69  commentators  for  the  Old  Testament,  and  73  for  the  New,  has  occupied 
many  years  close  study  and  preparation.  The  New  Edition  is  much  amplified  as  com- 
pared with  the  old  one.  ana  you  may  like  to  know  that  the  opinion  of  Dr.  Westcott 
IS  that  it  is  much  the  best  edition  of  the  kind  that  has  appeared." 

The  late  Abchbibhop  of  Tobc  (De.  Thomsow)  :— 

''The  names  of  the  authors  guarantee  its  excellence.  A  miniature  library  of 
illustrative  matter.  If  such  a  book  is  carefully  and  generally  used,  there  must 
be  a  great  improvement  in  Bible  knowledge  in  this  generation.  The  critical  matter 
at  the  foot  of  the  columns  is  remarkably  complete.  The  last  featwre  gives  it  epecial 
value.** 

Thb  latb  Abchbishop  op  Abmagh:— 

"I  have  carefully  examined  the  '  Variorum  Teacher's  Bible*  published  by  Messrs. 
Eyre  and  Spottiswoode.  The  varied  and  valuable  amount  of  information  it  contains 
is  moat  remarkable.  There  are  few  subjects  connected  with  the  Bible  left  un- 
elucidated.  The  Student  of  the  Bible  will  find  the  Variorum  Edition  a  treasury  replete 
with  instruction.** 

Thb  Bishop  op  DuBHi.M  (Db.  Westcott)  :— 
"Admirably  done.    I  constantly  use  it.** 

The  Bishop  op  Limbbicc:— 
"  The  Variorum  (Teacher's)  Bible,  with  its  References,  Concordance,  Various  Read- 
ings and  Renderings,  and  supplemented  by  its  Aids  to  Studenta,  serves  as  a  Biblical 
Encvclopaedia,  useful  by  its  compactness  and  the  value  of  ite  contents,  to  Biblical 
Students  of  all  grades.*'^ 

The  Bishop  op  Exbtbb  (Db.  Biceebstbth)  :— 
"I  am  much  gratified  with  it    .    .    .    eminentljr  fitted  for  teachers,  and  all  who 
desire  in  a  dear  and  compendious  form  very  full  information  respecting  the  sacred 
Scriptures. 

"A  most  valuable  work,  and  will  greatly  enrich  the  libraiy  of  Biblical  Students." 

The  Bishop  of  Llaitdapf:— 
"An  immense  amount  of  information,  a  great  help  to  Teachers,  and  to  Bible 
readers  generally. 

"  The  names  guarantee  the  value  of  the  information.  I  tmst  it  will  be  largely 
circulated.*' 

The  Bishop  op  St.  David's  (Db,  W.  Basil  Jonbs)  :— 
"  I  have  delayed  .  .  .  until  I  could  find  more  time  to  look  into  the  volume ;  it 
contains  so*  large  an  amount  and  variety  of  matter  in  a  very  small  space.     But  its 
contents  appear  to  me  of  the  highest  value  and  admirable  in  arrangement.    I  would 
refer  especially  to  the  various  Readings  and  Renderings  in  the  foot-notes.** 
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Ths  Bishop  of  Oloucbsteb  aitd  BarexoL:— 
"  A  Teiy  valuable  work,  well  suited  for  those  for  whom  it  is  designed,  and  for  all 
earnest  students." 

The  Bishop  op  Livbkpool:— 
**I  admire  it  vexj  much,  and  think  it  a  most  valuable  edition  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures.     I  shall  be  glad  to  recommend  your  work." 

Thb  Bishop  op  Wakbpibld  (Db.  Walshak  How)  :— 
"  I  have  carefully  examined  the  (Varionun)  Teacher's  Bible  published  by  Messrs. 
Eyre  and  Spottiawoode,  and  I  consider  it  a  most  valuable  work.  Believing  ^lat  the 
Bible  is  its  own  best  interpreter.  I  am  sure  that  the  aids  to  an  intelligent  under- 
standing  of  the  text  itself,  together  with  the  assistance  g^ven  to  students  who  desire  to 
have  an  accurate  conception  of  the  purest  form  of  that  text,  will  prove  of  inestimable 
service  to  all  Bible  readers.** 

The  Bishop  op  Dowv  akd  Cofitob:— 
•I  consider  the  Variorum  Teacher's  Bible  highly  useful  both  to  Teachers  and 
Students.     The  various  readings  in  the  foot-notes  largely  increase  its  usefulness, 
placing  before  the  professional  Student  an  amount  of  information  and  research, 
which  to  many  would  otherwise  be  inaccessible." 

Thb  Bishop  op  Cork:— 
"The  eminent  names  of  those  who  have  oontributed  Articles  to  the  Teaoher*s 
Aids  are  a  guarantee  for  the  accuracy  of  the  information,  which  will  be  found  most 
valuable  to  those  who  wish  to  understand  or  teach,  or  first  to  understand  and  then  to 
teach,  and  help  to  provide  that  skilled  and  accurate  teaching,  which  is  not  only  the 
true  antidote  to  prevalent  unbelief,  but  the  great  preventive  of  it." 

The  Bishop  op  Killalob  (Db.  Pitzoebald)  :— 
"I  find  it  to  be  a  most  perfect  compendium  of  information  on  almost  every 
Biblical  matter  that  could  be  comprised  within  such  a  compass,  and  it  seems 
marvellous  how  much  has  been  introduced  and  how  varied  the  tonics.  It  will,  I 
am  sure,  prove  a  most  important  aid  to  Clergymen.  Sunday  School  Teachers,  and 
many  others,  and  I  hope  to  avail  myself  of  it  yet  in  that  dii^otion.*' 

The  Bishop  op  Tuam:— 
"  I  admire  greatly  the  most  valuable  contents." 

The  Bishop  op  Kilmobb  (Db.  Dabley)  :— 
•*  I  have  looked  through  it  carefully    ...    a  most  valuable  edition  of  the  aaared 
Scriptures.    The  Variorum  foot-notes  represent  much  critical  research,  very  carefully 
arranged ;  the  Aids  to  Bible  Students  contain  a  mass  of  interesting  information  in  a 
convenient  form ;  useful  alike  to  Teachers  and  Students," 
The  Bishop  op  Ossobt:— 
"  I  feel  pleasure  in  bearing  my  testimony. 

*'An  invaluable  aid  both  to  Clergymen  and  Teachers,  and  a  marvel  of  cheapness. 
The  more  I  have  examined  it,  the  more  throughly  have  I  been  satisfied  and 
pleased." 

The  Bight  Eev.  Bishop  Babbt  :— 
"For  the  study  of  the  Text  is  iuvalimble.*' 

The  Dean  op  Saxisbuby:— 
"I  am  fully  sensible  of  the  great  boon  yon  have  put  within  the  reach  of 
Bible  students  and  it  will  be  my  endeavour  to  promote  the  knowledge  of  this 
valuable  edition." 

The  Deak  op  Ely:— 
*'I  hope  to  make  use  of  it,  with  its  various  adjuncts  of  Notes,  Beddings,*'  &Cm  Ac. 

The  Dean  op  Liscolb:— 
*•  The  work  will  be  extremely  useful." 

The  Dean  op  Rochesteb  (late  Master  qfBalliol  College,  O^ord)  :— 
"A  great  achievement  of  toil  and  thought.*' 
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The  (late)  Dean  op  St.  Paul's  (Dr.  CnimcH)  :— 
"A  wonderful  digest  of  learning.      The  names  of  the  various  scholars  are,  of 
course,  warrant  of  care  and  accuracy,  and  certainly  nothing  so  complete  and  com- 
prehensive, in  such  a  compass,  has  ever  before  been  attempted." 

The  Deav  of  Pbtbrboeouoh:— 
"Tour  Bible  strikes  me  as  admirable  in  every  respect.    The  Various  Renderings 
considerably  enhance  the  value  of  the  work.    It  will  give  me  very  great  pleasure  to 
do  all  in  my  power  to  promote  the  circulation.     I  know  of  no  one  volume  to  be 
compared  to  it  for  the  amount  of  information  it  conveys." 

The  Deait  of  Norwich  (Db.  W.  Lbfbot,  D.D.)  :— 
"There  is  no  work  of  the  kind  comparable  to  this  work.    It  is  invaluable." 

The  Vert  Rev.  Db.  Yauohav,  Dean  of  Llandaff,  and  (l<Ue)  Master  qf  the 
Temple  :— 
"I  use  the  Variorum  Teacher's  Bible  with  pleasure  and  profit." 

The  Deait  of  Lichfield:— 
"I  am  both  surprised  and  delighted  at  the  fulness  and  accuracy  of  information 
to  be  found  in  it. 

"  I  will  gladly  mention  it  with  the  approbation  which  it  so  well  deserves." 

The  Vebt  Rev.  Db.  Bittleb,  Matter  qf  Trinity  College^  Cambridge:^ 
"A  great  achievement." 

The  VeE.  ABCHDEACOIT  FABBAB^— 

"  It  lies  always  on  my  desk.    I  place  a  high  value  upon  it." 

The  late  VeK.  AbCHDEACOIT  HB88ET^— 

"Students  of  the  sacred  volume  will  owe  a  deep  debt  to  the  projectors  and 
producers." 

The  Rev.  Cawow  Body:— 
**  Very  well  done," 

The  Rev.  Cakow  Knox  Little  :— 
"Most  useful  and  helpful." 

The  Rev.  Db.  Wace,  qf  King't  College:-^ 
"A  work  of  incalculable  usefulness." 

The  late  Rev.  Db.  £i»EBfiHEiM.— 
"  It  is  certainly  the  best,  most  complete  and  useful  which  has  hitherto  appeared." 

The  Rev.  Db.  Samuel  G.  Obeeh  :— 
"  As  a  companion  to  the  Revised  Version  it  is  invaluable." 

Db.  Salmoitd.  of  Free  Colleoe  Aberdeen  .— 
"  I  trust  it  may  secure  a  very  vrtde  circulation.     The  former  edition  has  come  to 
be  a  familiar  book  among  our  students." 

The  Rev.  Huoh  Pbice  Hughes  :— 
"Incomparable  and  invaluable." 

Db.  Gbeekwood.  Victoria  Univertiiv  {Ofven*e  College) »  Manchester:— 
"Its  merits  and  remarkable  features  are  already  known  to  me." 

The  Rev.  Joseph  Pabkeb,  D.D.  :— 

"I  have  examined  your  Bible  with  great  care.  It  is  quite  as  valuable  for 
preachers  and  hearers  as  for  Teachers  and  scholars. 

"  It  is  almost  a  library  in  itself,  containing  everything  that  is  immediately  needed 
lor  the  elucidation  of  the  sacred  text." 

The  Bishop  of  Owtabio:— 
"My  opinion  of  it  is  nothing  so  good  has  hitherto  appeared.    It  is  admirably 
adapted  for  its  purpose  of  assisting  Teachers,  and  cannot  fail  to  be  appreciated  by 
all  who  are  really  anxious  to  find  the  best  instruction  in  the  sacred  volume." 

The  Rev.  J.  H.  Viiccbet,  qf  Chautauqua  .— 
"The  book  is  indeed  a  marvel,  a  library  of  learning,  a  book  of  books,  concerning 
the  '  Book  of  Books/  and  deserves  a  wide  circulation  in  Europe  and  America." 
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SPECIAL  EDITION  (LenrnmB  Marked  in  Bed),  Persian  Levant, 

handsomely  tooled,  bevelled  boards,  red  under  gold  edge»,   £i  108.  net. 

€f^t  jitarfeetr  Hectertt  ^iUt. 

The  Jtoyal  4do.  Bible  and  Apocrypha,  with  Marginal  Marha,  printed  in  red, 
indicating  the  Sunday,  Holy'day,  a/nd  Daily  Lessons, 

The  Lessons  proper  for  Sundays  are  marked  thus,  in  red. 
i.  Ist  Sunday  in  Advent.    Mom.  J 

The  Lessons  proper  for  Holy-days  are  marked  thus,  in  red, 
\^  St  Michael,  Ist  Lesson.    Morn.  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

The  Daily  Lessons  are  marked  thus,  in  red. 
(_  Jannary  9.    Etol _/ 

A   Calendar  to  correspond,  shows  {also  at  a  glance)  the  pages  on  which  the 
Lessons  occur,  thus  rendering  mistaJce  impossible, 

BBB^f  '"  This  ststbm  op  Mabeiho  lbavbs  the  T«xt  wsovcsexd, 

OW  after  the  death  of  Moses  the 
servant  of  the  Lord  it  came  to  pass, 
that  the  Lord  spake  unto  Joshua  the  sou 
of  Nun,  Moses'  minister,  saying, 

2  Moses  my  servant  is  dead ;  now  there- 
fore arise,  go  over  this  Jordan,  thou,  and 
all  this  people,  unto  the  land  which  I  do 
give  to  them,  even  to  the  children  of  Israel. 

3  Every  place  that  the  sole  of  your  foot 
shall  tread  upon,  that  have  I  given  unto 
you,  as  I  said  unto  Moses. 

4  From  the  wilderness  and  this  Leba- 
non even  unto  the  great  river,  the  river 
Euphrates,  all  the  land  of  the  Hittites, 
and  unto  the  great  sea  toward  the  going 

C^oicn  for  Qlcitmtiutcr  ^bbtg  :  $tbU  (sllcgt,  •(fork ;  ank  180O  C^sri^ei  mb  (al^ibnils. 
Bound  in  Calf,  Uoroooo,  or  Leraot,  pricM  £3  and  apwarda. 
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THEl 

Family  Bible 

WITH    COMMENTARY, 

§n  (^ne  'Volume.    («i^»,  13  x  u  x  3  iachet.) 

With  MARGINAL  REFERENCES,  CONCORDANCE,  and  INTRODUCTION. 

This  work  is  designed  to  supply  tlie  information  needful  to  an 
intelligent  study  of  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

In  Nineteen  Thousand  Concise  Notes 

IT    GIVES,    IN    LARGE    TYPE, 

I. — A  ikilection  from  the  Various  Readings  and  Translations  of  the  Text. 
H. — Explanations  of  the  difficult  Words,  Phrases,  and  Passages. 
III. — Illustrations,  archceologicnl,    historical,    topographical,    from    Oriental 

customs,  &c.  •  • 

IV. — Ilomiletical  comments,  original,  and  selected  from  Matthew  Peniy's  and 
similar  Commentaries ; 

AUD   COMXAINS 

TWELVE  STEEL  ENGRAVINGS 

Of  the  Principal  PLiCES  OF  INTEREST  in  the  HOLY  LAND. 


PRICES. 

«.  d. 

CB   0.   Cloth,  gilt  edges  . .        ..        21  U 

CB  2.   Leather,  gilt  sides  and  back 81  6 

CB12.   Turkey  Morocco 47  « 

CB  14.  Turkey  Morocco,  bevelled  boards,  best,  flexible  back,  red  imder 

gold  edges          60  0 

CB  15.  Best  Levant,  cushioned  boards,  solid  red  under  gold  edges        ••  70  0 
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POPULAR    EDITION    OF 
THE  STANDARD  BOOK  OF  COMMON  PRAYER,  1662. 

THE  ANNEXED  BOOK  IN  TYPE, 


An  oxftct  copy,  in  type,  of  the  Manuscript  Book  of  Common  Pmyer  wliich 
\v;iN  niniexM,  tus  the  authoritative  record,  to  the  Act  of  Uniformity  of  16G2. 

In  KS91,  liy  special  pcrmi.sHion  of  the  House  of  Lortls  (now  the  castotlians 
of  tho  MS.  WmV),  H.M.  Printers  produced  liy  photolithography  a  facsimi/^ 
of  this  "Anntxtni  Book,**  hilt  the  work  was  necessarily  too  costly  for  the 
majority  of  Churchmen. 

To  thi*  Type-Edition  are  rippende<l  (I.)  A  List  of  Erasures  and  Correctionj* 
in  the  MS.  BiKik.  (II.)  A  Collation  of  the  MS.  Book  with  "the  Convocation 
Copy  "from  which  it  purports  to  be  fairly  written.  (III.)  A  ColUition  with  the 
Anthoris*Ml  Version  of  Quotations  therefrom  inserted  in  the  Annexed  Book. 

Royal  8vo.,  Cloth,  Bevelled   Boards,  Red   Burnished 
Edges,  price  lOs.  6d. 

THE  HISTORICAL  PRAYER  BOOK: 

BEING  THE  BOOK  OF  COMMON  PRAYER  WITH  THE  SOURCE  OF  EACH  COMPONENT 

PART  AND  THE  DATE  AT  WHICH  IT  WAS  INCORPORATED  M  THE 

BOOK  STATED  IN  THE  MARGIN. 

Edited  by  the  Bev.  JAIKES  CORKFOBD,  MX, 

Lecturer  at  the  London  College  qf  JHrinity, 

SPSCIAIiLY    PRBPARBSD    FOR    THE     USE     OP    STUDENTS    AND    AHj 

MEMBERS    OF    THE    ESTABLISHED    CHX7RCH. 

Clotli.     rted     Edgres,     5/- 
soMK    opinio:n's. 

Globe.— "The  system  adopted  is  excellent." 
Gtuirdian.— '*  The  work  has  been  done  mast  carefully." 

Record.— "  Welcome  to   the   student  of    the   Pmycr   Book,   or   to   the  avcmr*' 
(.'hurohnmn.'* 

Leeds  Mercnry.— "  The  edition  will  be  of  great  use." 

Commended  also  by  The  Times,  <Cv.,  d'e. 
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FIFTEENTH     EDITION. 

THE 

Queen's  Printers' Teacher's  Prayer  Book: 

BEIXO  THE  BOOK  OF  COMMOX  PRAYER,  with  IXTRODUCTrOXS, 
I^XALYSES,  NOTES,  and  a  COHHEXTARY  UPOX  THE  PSALTER. 


Right    Rev.  ALFRED    BARRY,    l>.l>.. 

Canon  of  Windsor, 
J  Lafe  Bishop  of  Sydney  and  Metropolitan  Primate  qf  Australia  and  Tasmania  ; 

AND  A 

.GLOSSARY  by  the  Rev.  A.  L.  MAYHEW,  M.A. 


The  '•  ^xacljev**  ^vav*^  ^ocMi/*  now  so  well  known,  is  the  only 
work  of  the  kind  published  in  a  popular  form  at  popular  prices.  It  is  issiumI 
in  two  sizes,  24mo.  and  16mo.,  and  in  various  bindings  {see  School  fjfition  aitd 
Prict,<  hehtw). 

In  the  arrangement  of  the  work  the  most  simple  plan  has  Wen  a«lopted, 
the  Prayer  J^(M)k  and  its  explanation  being  interpaged  throughout ;  and  the 
Work  of  Dr.  Barry  as  Editor  makes  it  of  such  st^mdard  value  as  to  entitle  it 
to  rank  as  a  companion  volume  to  the  Queen*s  Printers*  "Teacher's  Bibles." 

_  24mo.         16mo. 

~'          ~  EDITION.         EDITION. 

s.  d.  s.  d. 

rioth  bonrds.  red  edees HO  .,       rt  o 

L(>ather.  hinp,  gilt  eiVe^ 4  H  ..        7  i( 

J^eather.  round  comers,  red  under  gold  edges,  and  gold  roll 

inside  cover a  H  . .        8  4 

Polished  Peraian  Calf,  limp,  round  comers,  red  under  gold 

ed^ea,  and  gold  roll  inside  cover            5  8  . .        1)  t» 

Moiwco.  limp,  gilt  edges           rt  6  .,        9  0 

Moroc'co,  l»oards,  gilt  etiges       7  0  ..        :i  rt 

Morocco,  cii-cuit 8  0  ..      12  0 

^Morotco,  limp,  round  comers,  red  imder  gold  edges, and  gold 

roll  inside  cover         7  0  ,,      12  0 

SCHOOL  EDITION  (without  Commentary  on  Psalter  and  Glossary),  price  2/6. 
RETAIL    OF    ALL    BOOKSELLERS. 
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A.    SELECT 

of  IBiblc  Mor^0 
Mor^0  ant)  pbraees  in  tbe  IPraijer  »ooft. 

With  References  to  the  Text  and  Illustrative  Passages  from  English 

Classical  Authors,  containing  obsolete  expressions,  especially 

in  Psalms,  as  well  as  Theological,  Ecclesiastical, 

and  Liturgical  Terms,  -with  Explanations 

and  Etymologies, 

BY    Rev.    A*.    L.    MAYHEW,    M.A., 

Chaplain  qf  Wadham  ColUge,  O^ord, 

PRICES. 

Cloth,  gilt  edjte« 2/- 

Paate  Grain  Roan,  gilt  edges 3/- 

Morocco,  limp,  gilt  edges 7/6 

LARGE  TYPE.    For  the  Aged  and  Infirm. 

THE  PSALTER  with  COMHENTARY, 

from  tl|e  ©ertch«nr*«  ^vaxicv   ^ook^ 

Tlie    Kig^lit    Kev.    AT^KRED    IBARHY,    D.D. 

Si£:e,  8|  X  7  X  1  inches. 

The  Introduction  to  the  Psalter  is  included,  the  main  purpose  of  which 

as  prefatory  to  the  special  annotations  on  each  Psalm — is  to  examine  the 

general  charaHer,  style,  and  structure  of  the  Psalter,  especially  in  relation  to 
it.H  use  in  the  service  of  the  Church  in  all  ages. 

Pvioos    And    ^indin^s. 

Cloth  boards,  red  edges,  burnished 8/6 

Leather,  rwnd  comers,  red  under  gold  edges 7/6 

Turkey  Morocco,  limp,  ditto,  ditto,  gold  roll  inside  cover        ...  12/6 
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